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with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a

result of

subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90

days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate

benefits in the future from lessons learned during current onerations and
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DEPARTMENT QF. ThERlIGY .son
“FADOUARTERS 7TH SUUADRON 17T CAVALRY
APO SAN FRANC1SCO 94R62

AV_ACB-GC 10 Februcry 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Repoit - Lesrons Learnes, 7th Seua ron, 17th Cavalry,

Period Ending 31 Jamary, RCS CS FOR-G5 (R2) (u)
SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activitiess

a. (C) Ganeral.

(1) This report covers the perisd from 1 November 1969 through 31 January
1970, and is submitted ir accordance vith AR 525215, USARV Regulation 52515,
and 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Regulatiom 525-15.

(2) Missions To perform reconnaissance, surveillrnce and securit, feor Free
World Forces inn the II Corps Tactical Zone. To epnge in combat as an econoy
of force unit ond orovide limited anti-tank deiense. One or more of the wnlts
may be placed in supHort of a major ground unit.

(3) Organization Structure. The Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
i3 lecated at CAIF Wiiid (ARB12355), DRAGON MCU'7{a"M, Republic of Vietrnam, and
is comarried by Licutcroi® Cclonel George Se Murry, The Squadron has its full
complement of cavalry tr-ops as per MTOE 17-95T, The Squadron 1s currently
assigned Operationnl Centrol (mimus Troop C) to the Lt} Infantry Divisicn, CAMP
EIARI, URAGCH MOUNTATN, Hepublic of Vietnam. Treop © is assigned Opcraticnsl
Control, to thc 1734 Airborne Brigade, (See Inclosure 1 for a list of subortirate
units reflecting the organizational structure). ‘

(W) Tactical Postures During the reporting neried there were several changes
in the tactical posture of the Squadrone. Trcop D wirich had been with Tre-o © in
support of TASK SCRCE “IVIILR, in the BA!l ME TiOUT/3U PRANG arca, returncd tc
CAMP EWARI on 13 Novemiere Troop B returned frou thie ‘N ME THOUT area cn 30
December. Tr: p A uhich had been at AN KHE in surort of the lst 3rigade, Lth
Infantry Divisicn returned to Squadron at CAMP E:ARI on 8 December. K COMPANY
(F.A.‘IGES of the 75th Iniontry, Lhth Infaniry Division, becamc OPCON to the Squ~ir-n
on 18 Decembers Treocp C remained at LANE ARMY ATRVTELD vicinity of All SON in
support of the 173d Alrbrrne Brigmde.

be (C) Pirsonncl,.

(1) During the repcriing pericd the followinz majer changes in command eac
staff nositicns cccurads '

1
FOR OT UT : GROUP 3
701132 DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS DOWNGRADED TO GROUP 4
Inclosure _ NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED FROM
DOD DIR 5200.10 GROUP 3 INCLOSURE
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1969, replacing CPT Vincent J. Falconio 076-30-57L9.

AVBACB-GC ' ‘ " 30 February 1970

SUBJECT: Operation Repert - Lessons Learned, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry Period
Ending 31 January 1970,RCS CS FOR-65 (R2) (U) v : .

© (&) MAJ Iames S. Hahn 316-36-6528 assumed command of Troop C on 2 Jan
1970, replacing MAJ Joseph A, Todbin, ; ‘

7 (b) MAJ Leighton O. Haselgrove 267-00-9958 assumed duties as Squadron

S-3 o 3 Nov 1969, replacing CPT Robert D, McCleary 358-22.3157, _

(c) CPT Clyde A, Henmis 526-5C-L866 assumed command of Headquartars
Troop on 1h Nov 19€9, replacing CPT Samuel E. Begley L03-60-8985.

(d) CPT David E, Huckriede 513-L48-1008 assnmed duties as S-1 on 12 Dec

{c) CPT Paul T, Pennington 244-52.1598 assumed duties as S=2 on 1h Dcc

1969, replacing CPT Heary G Wall 266~7L-1L58.

{£) T James ¥. Roberts 320-3h~7787 sasumed: futies as Scuadron Safety

. Officer on 18 Dec 1969, reslacing CPT Randell ramaey.

{g) WOl Roy H, Majors 26 2.86-0193 assumed dutics as S-5 on 2‘4 Dec 1969,
replacing CW2 Alan M, Enochs, hhB-L8-5762,

(2) The f;)nowlng are personnel occupying major command and staff positionss

- (a) Squadron Commander LTC Gecrge S. Murry
(b) Sguadron Executive Officer MAJ Robert L. Rackley
(c) 8-1 ' CPT Devid E, Huckricde
(d) 8-2 CPT Paul T. Pennington
(e) S=3 . o o MAJ Leighton 0, Haselgrove
(£) Sk A - CPT Jimmie A, Yerger
(g) 85 | o WOl Roy H. Majors
(h) Chapladn _~*_ ) o Tracey A, Maness
(1) Safety Cfficer o » j’ ci’l:James‘F'. MR;oberts o ST
(J) Maintenance Officer ~ CPT StevenL. White
(k) Signal Officer  cPr Cuy W Fussell
(1) Flight Surgeen CPT Jose;';h P. Chollack Jr
(m) CO, HHT ' ~ CPT Clyde A, Hermis
(n) €O, A Troop  MAJ Ronald G, Maxon
(o) €O, B Trocp 2 MAJ Billy J. Bowling

UNCLASSIFIED.




 CONFIDENTIAL,

AV3ACB-GC 10 Fedraury 1970

SUBJECT: Oporational Report < Lussond Learnud, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CS FU-65 (R2) (U)

(p) €O, C Trocp ! MAJ James S. Hahn
(q) €O, D Troop ;/ CPT Kenneth G, Lininger
(r) Squadren S& 77 7 (cSM Rebert M, Couch

(3) Unit etreng’h and misccllanoous related data is attached to inclosure 1,

¢, (C) Intelligence.
(1) During the reperting period the S-2 Scction activities included:

SECRET Clearances Validated = S6
SECRET Clearances Granted =~ 13
SECRET Clearances Initiated - 15
CCNFINENTIAL Clearances Granted - 2
TOP SZCRET Clearances Validated - 7
TOP SECRET Clecarances Initiated - 4
Security Debricfings - 85

Escape and Evasion Debriefings = 3

(2) Intelligence Sumary for the Squadronts %actical area of interest is ac
follows:

(a) KONTUM Province: Enemy activity in KONTUM Province was primarily
characterized by frequent attacks by fire on US and ARWN bases in the KONTUM
City and DiX TO-BZN HET areas, Enemy elements employed 60mm and 82rm mortars,
B0 and 122mm rockets during stand off attacks on BEN HET CING Camp during the
firat two weeks of November., These standoff attacks were a continuation of an
increase in enemy activity which began in mid-October. On 13 Novegmber an element
of the Lth Mobile Strike Force operating to the north of BEN HET CIDG Camp
received 30 rounds of mertar fire., Cn 1l November the same friendly unit's
perimeter was probed by a reinforced NVA Company. This contact resulted in 2
NVA KIA, Elements of the 28th NVA Regiment that were not employed ir the DUC LAP
area were possibly the enemy force involved in contacts in the BEN HET area,

A POW captured during an attemped Sapper raid on DAK TO District Headquarters in
early November confirmed the presence of the K-20 Sapper Battalion in the arca,
DAK TO District Headquarters and the L-L2 ARVN Regt CP in the same area received
several stdindoff attacks throughout Novembor. The 30Lth Local Ferce VC Battalion
continued harrassing attacks on hamlets and along highway 1l in the DAX TO-TAN
CANH arca, MAX T0 airstrip received a standoff attack consistigg of 109mm
mortar and 75mm recoilless rifle on 2k Novembek, Elemerits of the LOth Artillery
Regt wers bolieved to have been responsible for this attack, Sporadie mining
incidents continued along QL 1l and route 512 throughout Novembera There was 2
slight decreasc in cnemy aotivity noted in KON TUM Province in early December,
An elament of the 1Lth ARVN Cavalry engaged a two eompany gize encmy element on
6 December while conducting security missions along route ‘512, The DAK PEK arca
was the scenc of incrcased encmy activity during December, The 80th NVA Battalion
was identlficd northweat of DAK PEK CIDG Camp, Documents captured by ARVN forces
in the TOU MORONG Valley indicated presenco of the KON TUM Provincial unit in
the arew. KONTUM City recdéved 19 rounds of 122mm rocket fire on 22 December,

A few hamlets near KONTUM City recieved harrassing attacks during this same
pericd, During late Docember and early. January cnomy activite decreascd signifie

CONFIDENTIAL 3
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AVACB-GC » 10 PFcbruary 1970

SUBJECT: Opcrational Roport - Lessons Lcarned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cawalry
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CS F(R-65 (R2) {U :

cantly. Standoff atacks were resumed agsinst allicd installations end fircboses

- as the second week of January approached,. Encemy activity increased significantly
e the vici.nity of KONTUM City and DAK PEK., On 7 January the 2Lth STZ Headquarters
reocdved an 82mm mortar attack, and on the following day KONTUM Airficld recedves -
sevortl 122mm rockets, A US firecbase north of KQUTUM City recicved a light attnck
by fire from an enery element that employed 60nm mortars, DAK PEK CIDG Camp redes
ived several attacks by fire during January, (n 10 Januery an clement from DAK
PEK CIUG Carp made contact with an NVA Coampany, Friendly Forces accounted for 25
NVi, Elements of the 30hth Local Force Battalian and the K-20 Sapper Battaliwn
continued their harrassing attacks in the vicinity of DAK TO District Headquarters
at a moderate pace during January,

(b) PLREIKU Province: Interdiction of lines of commmications and disrupe
tion of the GUN Pacification T rogram were the major aims of enemy elements in
PLEIKU Province. Harrassing attacks by fire, limited ground probes and mining
were the primary methcds employed by enemy elements to accomplish their mission,.
Supply conveys, friendly installations, RF/PF Hamlets and friendly units ccnducte
ing patrels were the prime targets fcr enemy activity, Enegy Activity in PLEIKU
Province was highlighted by a six-hour Sapper attack on LZ St, GERGE (4R8551LL)
on 6 November. This attack resulted in hl enemy killed in acticn, Several weapcns
and satcheol charges were captured., The defending clement sustained moderate casuae
1ties. The intcrrcgation of enemy POWS and returmee personnel revealed that
the LOBth Sapper Battalion and the H-15 Local Force Battalion participated in the
attack, Throughcut November the 2lLth NVA Regiment initiated contacts on villages,
* militrry installations. and friendly ground fcrces in the PLEI MRONG Area. The 6th

Battalion, 2Lith NVA Regiment concentrated their attention on interdicting highwoy
1l between PIDIKU and K(NTUM. Elements of thisbattolicn sustoined heavy casuslties
on B November when they engaged an ARVN Cavalry Unit . to the east of PLEI MRONG
near Highway 1L, The $5B Regiment remained active throughout the perdod in the
MANG YANG and DAK AYUN river area, This unit's main effort was directed toward
interdicting Highway 19, Local WU forces targeted their activities on villages
~and hamlets participating in the GVN paclfication and resettlement prcgram, Their
primary missioms were to procure supplies and propagandize to turn the villages
against thc GVN Administraticn. Where thase geals failed, they employed harressine
attacks, foread serwitudg kidnappings and assassinations tc impress their will con
villagers. The enemy's effart to strategically lccate resupply caches was fciled
.on several cccaslcns, Several large rlce caches and weapons caches were found by

" friendly forces opereting in the south central reglon of THANE AN District and

the DAR AYUN rivur area, Several azent reports indicated that PLEIXU Prevince
weuld experience a highpoint in enemy activity during December to possidbly last
until the TET hclisay period. This highpcint has not yet been enccuntered, Ccpturcd
documents and visval sishtings of training areas indicate that cnemy forces have
begun to rely cn sapper tactics to minimdze their casualties, More recontly, agent
reports have inficote”? that o significant increase in enemy activity 4s planned
fcr the TFT heliday pericd, PLEIKU City ansd military installaticns in the -rea
have been menticned as prominent targets for enemy activity during this pericd,

(¢) NARLAC Prcvince: Disruption of the GW pacification effort was the
primery cbjective of encmy activity throughout the reperting pericd. Harrassing
standof? attacks z2nd preund probes were employed against hamlets in BAN ME THOUT
ans BUCN HO Districts that ccntained Regicnal Forces and Populnr Ferces Pacifice
aticn Teams, VC propapaa lectures were given to villagers throughcut the Frovince.
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SUBJECT: Operational e Ort - Lessons Learned, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Period Enline 31 Jan uary 1970, RCS CS FOR (R2) (U)

AVBACB-OC

The prinary aim of the cnumy's propapanda campaign was to discredit the GVN ad=
ministration tnd the US Armed Foreus, DARLAC province experienced relatively
1irht enemy activity duc to the shift of emphasis to the DUC LAP/BU PRAIG arca
during this pcriod. Harnssing attacks in the vicinity of BAI! M THOUT City werc
the most significant cnomy activitics in ilovember. On 16 November BAN ME THOUT
T TCAy Adrfiold and the 23nd SRV Division Headquarters rceiev. d simultancous attacks

by ground fire, Minor attacks against the outlying hamlets of BUOHN D/NG and BUCH
D'HAM occured in carly "ovember, During Decembir, US elsments upcrating scuth
of BAN ME THOUT City @' und 3 sizable caches of arms and nunitions., A PW captured
in the same area on 25 Deccmber was identified as a member of the K39L NVA Axrtil=-
lory Battalion. Hc stated that the C-3 Company, K394 MVA Battalion was cast of
BAI IE THOUT City, The units mission was to transport rice to KHNH HOA Pruvincc,

~ Several sniping incidents were reported during December,  Enemy activity inmereascd .
in the Province during Jamuary. Major ARVN elements that rcturmed to the area

* probably provided a merc luporative target for enemy elements to further thgin ce-
tivities designed to discrcdit the GVN administration and its ared forcesy [v‘ Ene
ery <lements conducted a sapper attack against an ARVN Regimental CP 10 kilcnetcers
"north of BAN IE THOUT City on 6 Janunry. This att-ck resulted in 9 friendly K14,
20 fricndly WIA and 6 enemy KIA. Elemcnts of the LOlst Local Force Sappar Bate-
talion and the E30L Local Force Battalion probably pertic¢ipated in this attock,
These units constantly operate in the vicinity of the MEWAL Plantatiocn. The 303rd
Local Force Battalion is another major ecnemy element opcrating in the vicinity of
BAN T THOUT, Enemy propagandizing and prosclyting activitics increascd curing
late Janu~ry 88 the TET period appreached, . B

{d) QUANG DUC Province: QUING DUC Provinec was the scenc of intcrms  en-
erry  activity during November and early December. Intense ghelling ferced the
abandoning of Firebise KATE (¥U573538) on 1 Novembere Fircbases SUSAN (YUS18439)
and ANNIE (YULB3513) were closed the following day due to the intensification cf
cnemy activity in the BU PRANG arca. After all major fircbases between DUCHLLP

- CIDG Carp and BU PRANG CIDG Camp had been abandoned enemy forces concentrated thedir
efforts cn the two CIDG Camps and bascs of supporting LRVN Units, almost deily
allied bases in -the DUC LAP/BU PRAIG arca rrelcved significont stondoff attacks
from encm” elements-employing an assortment of mortar, rocket and, in some cascs,

| | artillery fire, Elcments of the 66th NVA Battalicn sudported by the K-33|Battalii.n,
LOth WA Artillery Regiment and C«21 Company, K-37 Sapper Battalion were jjrimarily

responsible for stondotf attacks and ground attocks against BU PRANG CIDG Camp ~nd

IRVN forces cpernting in the vicinity, Iluch of the artillery fired on BU FRANG

CIDG Camp and Fircbase KiTE came from positions inside the C.JBODIAL borders Ene-

e o) | amy forces opercting in the DUC Luw'/BU PR.NG 'rea sustained heavy casualtics with

the support of Tactical siir Strikes and irtillery to eliminate the active threat

of eney furces in the arca, Friendly casunlties were rclatively light during

mest of tho contacts with the encry forces in the area., DUC LAP CIDG Comp and
neighboring bases received 107mm and 122rm rockets, assortcd mortars, limited
ground probese The 28th NVA Regiment and the K-39L NVA Lrtillery Battalion supe
ported by elements cf the K-37 Sapper Battalion and the LOth WA frtillery Reg-
imcnt were primerily respensible for attocks in the JUC LAP arcas hntiaircraft
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SUBJE‘CT Op\ mticml R«.p« rt - L(.,s(ns Le "rmd Tth Squadren, 17th Cavalry
Perdcd Encing 31 January 1970, RCS (‘s rOR-GS (R2) (U)

units suprortine enemy clements in the DUC LAP/BU PRLHG arca cmpleyed a hipghly
fermidabls network of antiairceraft positions to interdict acrial support of fricne
dly ferces cperating in the area, Several aireraft sup:orting cperations in the L I

" area recleved hits from 12.7mm and  smaller caliber enemy weanons. One of y'.hc more’ o
simnificant ground to air fire incidents oecurwer ¢n 2 November, Three airéraft

-~ frem B Troep, Tth Squacdron, 17th Cavalry were shet dewn while conducting visual ;

~ _reconnaissance in the vicinity of Fircbase HELEM (YUB01635), Sholling attﬁcks Hnd
ercund attacks roached & peak in the later part of Novembor, Due to the cftcctivo-i ?
ness of friendly cpcrations in the arcs, cnomy forces list their capability tc ‘
sustain thcmselves in repeated centacts, is Decembtor passed encmy activity graduae N
1ly subsicded tc¢ the pceint of negligible contactse Main force units withdrew to bacgé o
arcas insjde the Cambecian Berder., Since that time most of the major unilts involved
in enery activities in QUANG DUC Province were reperted moving north toward PLEIXU
Prcvince and the Tri-Bcrder arca, Althourh the emphasis of attacks were in the BU
FR/NG, DUC LAP area, there wore also dirccted attacks azainst GIA NGHIA, and KIHEN
DUC District Healquarters curing the periods Except for small ground prcbes and
harrassing attacks by fire, enemy activity wms at & very low level during January.

{e) BINH DINH Province: Enemy Trccp strength in BLIH DINH Prevince incr-
eased notably curing the pericd., This increase was caused by the mcvement of the
3rd NVA Divisicn from CUANG NGAT Province intc BINH DINH Prcvince. The 3rd HVA
Mvisionfs major subcrrinate units are the 2nd VC Regiment, 300th NVA Artiller -
Battalion, an? the 200th Antiaircraft irtillery Battalion, The 93rd, 95th ane' 97th
Battalicns are the mancuver clements of the 2nd VO Regiment, HOI CPANHS, priscners
of war, an® dccumertts gave positive identificaticr of the 3rd NVA Divisicn and its
subc-dinate clements throughcut Nevembers The 3rd NVA Divisicn has mest of its
elements deployed in the vicinity of LZ ENGLISH (BS 875010). The 1B8th HVA Reeiment
previosly identified in the AN KHE area continued its mission of mterdictin"
Highway 19 and disrupting the Pacificatlcen Pregram in that area, The precurement
of foud supplies was the major activity of this unit during November for propcsed
highpeints of activity curing November and December, A sapper attack on the Air-
field at AN KHE on Ncvember was the most simmificant cnemjy initiated incident
during the pericd. Enemy sappers penetrated the perimeter and destioysd 14 heli-
ccpters and inflicted heavy damage on 2 more, Friendly forces sustained li:_ by

"7 casualties curing thls attack, LZ ENGLISH located in the eastern porticm cf the
' - prevince was the: prime target for enemy sttacks . On 24 Januory 1Z ENGLISH (BR308
* 15T} recleved z standoff mortar attack, Exenmination of shell fragments revezled S
that CS vourds had bean employed. Enemy forces lauched sipnificant standoff attocks )
cn this area during mid November and January, Enemy elements almg Highway 19 bete -
.+ _ween the MG Y.NG “Pass and the AN KHE Pass centinued a moderate pace of interdice 7 i
© ting Highway 19 and saobatcging the POL Pipcline alung Highway 19 During the first .. IS AE
part of Jamuary, aircraft flying Airberne Personnel Detector missions and low level (0700 77
visunl reccrmaissance encountereé claymore mines planted in the trees t¢ the morth -
- west of AN KHE, The Lth Infantry Division lawnched cperation WAYNE THRUST at the - -
- begining of the year to locate and destroy clements of the GIA LA Provinedal Tidts - °
=% which were belleved to be in near the western boundary of BINH DINH Province ares
and the 18th NVA Regiment which had been cperating in Base Area 226 and the VONH -
THUAN Jalley areas

| | o CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENT!AL

AVBACB-GC 10 Februnry 1970

SUBJECT: Operati il Ruport - Lussens Lenrnee, 7th Squecrcn, 17th Cavalry Puricd
Ending 31 Janurry 1970, RCS €S FOR-65 (2) (U)

Soveral indentificriions of elements ~f the 18th N dment, €C-2 Sapper Comiany, and
2nd VC Regiment have beon cbtained since the start of this operaticn, Sizenble
arms, ammunitiong ~nd foorl enchee have beon found in Baso Area 226 and the VINH

THUAN Valley Arca,
de (0} Overnti nsi (Operatiomal Statistics nttached as inclosure 2).

(1) Units suporte” and miintenance stan''~wns by number of days:
LTH INFANTRY DIVISION ‘

. 1754 MADNT
UNIT 1st Bde 29:1 Ble . 3r1Ble TR Fip;hfor Abn Bde  Other DOWN
TRPA 35 7 20 - e 8 2
TRP B 57 K - 1 - 7 0 .
TRP C - e - - 81 - 11
TRPD . 21 1 12 12 - % 10

(2) Lhth Infantry Division Operation Suprortod:

(n) The 4th Infantry Divisicn's general opernticns plan 1a Opevation
HINES. The missicn for Operaticn HINES is tc ernduct sustained, eocrdinated and
eombine? offensive operations to Acstrey encmy mein ~nd loensl forces units, “estroy
or neutralizo cnomy brgc areas, interdict high-speed infiltiratisn roates, coniuct
cperaticns whcrever pcssible with Army Republic of Vietnam and Gevernment of Victnom
agencles to rssist in the protecticn of urban arcas, and te supuort Government of
Viotnnm Pacificrtlon cfforts an? civil progroms. L

A

. (b) Tho Squadren supported the hth Infrntry Divisicn's participation 4n the
Government of Vietnam Pacification and Dovelopmont Plan for 1969 {WaSHINGTCN _RFR).

(c) Troop A, during the reperting period operated in sup=ort of the 1st and
2nd Brigacde's ef the hih Infantry Divisicr in the vicinity «f AN KHE,the 3rd
Brigade in the vicinity of CAMP ENARI, and conducted eperaticns in Tth Soundron,
17th Cavalry areas «f operation loeated to the nertheast and scuthe~st cf PLEIXU,.
During tho first threc weeks of Noverber the troop eporated to the scuthwest arl
west of AN KHE in suppert nf the lst Brirade ~nd eccasicnaly in supxert of thoe
© 3rd Brigede to thu west of CAMP EMARI. During the last weck ~f Noverbr, the 3rd
Brigrde was suonerted oxclusively. Operations weore ngainst thHe 95-B arit 18th-Horth -
Victnamcse Armny Hemiments, In the mnth of Deecouber the troon coaducted visual
rec~mnaissance in the sguadren!s area cf cpernticn nnd oceasicnally in sunoort of
the 3rd Bripade to the wost of CAMP ENARIL In the month of January the troep
suorte? the 2nd Bripado Operatien PUTNAM POYRR to the ncrthenst of AN KHE,. Both
Opcrations woro scarch,’clear, and destroy operatiens against the 3rd North Viete
namese Army Division, During the entirc threc wonths Troop A was very succossful
in locrting the cnemy brse areas, bunker comlexes, nnl infiltraticn rcutes, The
aoro rifle pl-to n wns insertod 35 times to Jevelop situaticns an search cnemy
comlexcss Tho tro-p renorted killine 58 VC/NVA Aurdng the period and . large
‘number of elcuy bunkers ~nd structures verc Jdestroycde .

CONFIDENTIAL 7




" SPRFAGINS WHITE in tiie RAM ME THOUT / BU PRANG aron. — Oporation VATNE TH UST, a

“inclosure L)+ The Troop returned to squadron control at the end of Deccmber and .. . .'.

~been to provide security for the BAN ME THOUT ammmnition supply point and to pro=

. CONFIDENTIAL

AV3ACB-GC S 10 Februar; 1970

SUBJECTs Operationnl Report - lessons Lenrned, Tth Suadron, 17th Cnvnlry
Period Ending 31 Jnn\mry 1970, RCS cs FOR-6% (R2) (u) '

(d) Troop B onerated in sup ort of TASK F\)’IC‘-‘ FIGHTER and Oper'xt:lon

Lth Infantry Division operation, was supported hy tho troop operating in the AW - o T e toen o g
KHE area. Opcration SPREAGINS WHITE, a lst Brigade opcration was conducted from -~ . o o n "

11 November 1969 to 29 December 1969 in the same arca as TASK FORCE FIGHTER,.

Troop B's migslon of reconnaissance, sccurity and snrveillance in support of the

23rd Division, Army Republic of Vietnam remiined the same during both opcrations, e o
(An after action report on the FIGHTER/SPREAGINS WHITE operation is attached at ‘ ‘ 1

in Jnnuary supportced operation WAYN: THRUST and opcration PUTMAM POWER in the ;
vicinity of AN KHE a~ainst the 34 North Vietmmcse Army Division and the 18th North B T
Vietnamese Regiment. B Troop was succussfbl in discovering enemy basc arcas, infile * a1
tration routes and bunker complexes. The weather during November hampered the . :
trocp!s operations to a large extent. A large nmumber of enemy bunkers and struce S ‘ ‘
tures were destroyed by the treop, B Troop reported killing 3L VC/NVA during ’ o

the period.

(e) Troon C provided reconnaissance, sccurity and surveillance for tihe 173d

" Adrtorne Brignde. The Brigade was éngaged in a pacification program in the popue

lztod coastal arecs from (JI NHON north to the I Corps border. Troop C targeted
its operation agoinst the 3d North Vietnamese Army Division and the 2nd Viet Cong
Negiment which were believed to be in the mruntainous AN LAO VALLEY area and ‘
CROWS FOOT area (BR7LBO) to the west of the coamtal plains. During the period
weither hampercd the troop's operation,often denymg, access to the mountainous
encmy base arcase Theé troop operated along the lower coastal arcas azainst loenl . ~ -
force Viet Cong whon access to the base areas was not possible. Enemy elements L o
engaged during the pericd were usually squad size or smaller. Numerous bunker ‘

complexes and tinrels were discovered. C Troop destroyed nemercus structurcs and

bunkers, copturcd several Viet Cong and North Vietmncsel'my soldiers and repcrted

gseveral kills. Sy employd xg organic firepower,-air strikes and artillery the troop

wag very successful in int rruxcting enemy movement frcm the mountain bnse ‘_reas

to the costal villagcse . : o

]

(£) Troop D returned to Squadron at CAMP ENART on 13 November, It. had been .
OPCON to TASK FORCE FIGHTER in the BAN ME THOUT/BU PRANG area and its mission had

vide a ready reaction force for B Trocp. (See Inclousure L, after action report
on TiSK FORCE FIGHTER)e From 13 November to 13 Dccoimber the troop ccnducted
search and clear missions in the Lth Division TAOR vicinity of CAMP EMARI, and
convoy security betwecn CAMP ENART and CHEO REO in support of the Lth Division. -
During the remainder of December the trocp operated principally in the Squadronts ™
northern assigned ares of cperations. The principnl mission during this pericd
was to conduct scarch and destroy operations and to be prepared to act as a rece

- action force for A Troop which was conducting a visual reconnaissance in the same

areas, 3 Jamary thrcugh 23 Jamuary, the troop supported the hth Infantry Division
in the vicinity of LAY KHE. The troop served as road security between CAMP RADw
CLIFF at AY KHE end FIRF BASE EMELIA BRL75597. They returned to GAMP EVARY on 23
Jarmiary and ccnducted several small operations 4n the CAMP EMARI TAOR. During the
November and Decembor operations several large rice caches were found by the drocps
There were negative significant incidents during Jamary.

CONFIDENTAL oy



DA R T e o D i e o e e

e mpeie

e T Y, YT e dven e ot

CONFIBENTlAL

AVBACB-GC 10 Februnry 1970
SUBJECT: Operatiinnl Rorart - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Perdiod Ending 31 Jamuary 1970, RCS CS FOR-65 (U)

(g) K Comxiny (RANGER) of the 75th. Infentry, hth Infantry Division camo
under opcrationsl control of the Squadron on 16 Decumbor. The long range recons
naissance patrols prove? to be very veluable to the Squadron in finding, obeorving

. and ambunhing VC/NVA alements, Tho long rango roe unnigsance patroel teams “irce-

ted tho treop elements intc several ercmy olewmerts. K “mpany supperted the
Squndren eperaticns in its ncrthern and scuthern assignod A0's in December. In
January the company was employed in a screening rele for the Lth Infantry Divi-
sirn's operaticns in *he vieinity of A& KHE. The element was made OPCCN to thL 1st

and 2nd Brigacde, Lth Infantry Division on 23 Jamuary,.

e. (U) Omronizations No chanpe since last ORLL,
f. (U) rain.gg.
(1) The Army Aviation Refresher Training Schocl Program: the mainte

enance program of tle soundron continues to be gr.atly enh~nced as a result ..£
refresher training provided by these courses. (Inclosure 3)

(2) Aviation Training: (Inclosure 3)
(3) Special Training |

(2) One individual cc mleted the Jungle Eoviorrnmental Survi. vl
Training Courua in the Phillippine Islands.

(b) One individunl completed the PACAF Life Support Schocl at
Oldnawa.

ge {C) Lomistics:

(1) Swmlies:

(2) Class I -~ Raticns for sowadron elcments at C.MP EHLRI were

Jrawn from the hth Infantry Division at /N KHE, rations for Troops £, B an? D ucre
drawn from the lst Logistical Cormand Logistical at BAN ME THOUT-EAST pricr to
their return ¢ brse camp and C Treop draw thelr rations frem the Legistical Come

men? at LN SON,

the 88th Sup:ly and Service Battalion and issued b}r S.L to the trocps. POL procucta
for & Tro~p wore supplied by the lst Brigade, Lih Infantry Divisicn at AN KHE, the
requiremcnts for C Trocp were supplied by the lst Loristical Command at AN SON :
and theso for B mnd'D Tro:ps were supplied by the 1st Logistical Command Lemistical

Support Activity ~t BAN ME THOUT-East pricr tc their return to base campe.

_ (d) Class IV - Construction wns acquired through the local
PALE by it comrnders.

CONFIDENTIAL
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{e) Cless V « “rwanition was requisitioned frem Aiwunition supply

Points 340, 311 and unnurbered ASP's located at "Wl M. THCUT-LAST and GUI KB ON.

© {(f) Class VIT - Major end items cre requisitioned from the fi'th
Suiply and Scrvice “attalion,

(2) Requisitions submitted during the quarter:
Nonexk,endnble =30 7
Requisitions cmmpleted - 6h
Requisitions cancelled - 11¢
Turneing « 358

{3) A reconcilistion of all outstanding requisitions was rmade with the
£€th Supply and Service TBattalion each. month,

(L) Report of survey submitted =18
{5) Combat losses subritted = 13 .
b, (U) Comwunicaticnsy Signal and liessage Center Cperations.

{1) neneral: During this quarter the nurber of mesrares processed by
the meecaze conter rerained relatively constant. filtvcuzh totzl mes:ares sent out
drorred by approximetely LOC, the total mesrage received increased by apiroximatc=
1y the same. Durin~ this guarter the Squadron Corrundcations Flstoon raintzined
a forward cdetzchment, to jnelunde IIT and & switch board, at BAM M T'.CUT-Last
until 10 Dec 69, Only 1 Jan 70 a forward elerment as asain dzployed with RIT
capability, to AN KL, The wnlt was still operational at the ¢nd of the quarter.

v (2) Operztional Statistics: (See Inclosure 5)
B 1. (U) hatcrlal.

_ . (1) Mrcraft mnintcnance supy: an;t. 15 *:rovic ed to the & quacron oy two
dircet sup;ort units as indicated below:

UL TP /LOCATTO nsu/Loc TION
YIT, CAFP LRI, FLLIKU W@m HOLLOWAY, PLIIKU
A TROOP, C/MP ENARI, PLLIXU - 6OUTH mu CAIP HOLLOJAY, PLLIID
D TROOP, CalP mum, PLEINU 60LTH DEU, ’cap HOLTOWAY, FLLIKU
C TROOP, LANE AAT, AN SOii ~ 79TH DSU, *UT NHON

10
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{(2) Vehicle maintenacne support is provided by two direct support units
as indicated bolow:

UNTT/LOC.TION nsu/_:ip_ic.mou '

HifT, C-JP INAUI, PLEIKU d Maint Bn, CAMP WILSCN, PLEIKU

A TROGP, CAMP ENARI, PLEIKU 624 Maint Bn, CAMP “JILSCN, PLEIKU

B TRCCP, CAMP ENARI, PLEIKU -624 Maint Bn, CAMP WILSON, PLIIKU
i ¢ TROCP, LANG ARMY AIRFIELD, AN som Sth MaiMt Bn, QUI NHON

D TROOP CA¥P ETNARI, PLEIXU 62d Maint Bn, CAMP WILSON, PLEIKU

(3) When B Troop was located at BAN M7 THOUT a portion of the unit's
maintenacne element was located with the troop tc perform unscheduled mrintennnce
and light combat damege, All heavy magkntenance, was accomplished at CAMP FN'RI,
The organic and attached meintenance elements of A Troop moved with the trocop when
it was deployed from AN KHE to CAMP- VI,

() Statistics on aircraft strenght and availability is included in
inclosure 8,

Jo (U} Civil iffairs:

- (1) General: Major areas of concentration during the last quarter were
1live stock development, education, recreation, sanitation, renovation of public
buildings and sponsorin; of sccial events.

(2) Operation and Training Activites:

(a) PILEI POO WA (ARB03366) During the last quarter the Civil Affairs
Team gave instruction for proper maintenance and use of the Ml and M2 carbine
to its RF/PF forces. 4 visit was made to a neigboring village (PLEI BRCC RONGAL)
and 30 childern werc pérsuadad to enrcll and attend the PLEI PCO M3A school,
Maximm effort to provide transportation fcr the children was also undertaken,
Another teacher was acquired and materials ars being obtained for adding another
rocm to the school house,

~(b) LA SON (ARB17376) During the past quarter the Civil Affairs Team ha d

one girl enrolled in a three monthoow®s® for nursing at PLEIKU PRCVINCE Hospital,
(3) Logisticss The Civil Affairs received support from LE TRONG DISTRICT,

the Squadren Chaplian, PLEIKU AIR BASE S5, personal rescurces of team members,

PLEIKU Hospital, Lth Medical Battalion and the Lth Infantry Division G5,

(L) Civil Affairs: The following is a 1ist of projects completed
during the last quarter,

(a) Educotion: Painting of the schocl houses, resupplying cf basic
schecl material and orrangements for the hiring of ancther schocl teacher welve

acecmplished,
CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Sanitations ‘

(1) The Se5 team improved tho shower focilitics and prvvided a place
to wash clothing. '

(2) A genorai clean up program wes ccnducted throughout ‘both villagesa,
and sonp waa distributed. :

(¢) Stock Dovolopment: Four cows were roceived from LE TRUOHG

- Dimtrict and shelters were ddstributed.

(d) Recreationt The team built a play ground at PLEI POO MGA,
and a temporary swirming pool which wes a gremt success.

, (e) Renovationsr The rcmodeling of two council hcuses, cne church
and one school house wes comploted.

(£} Social Events: The team aponsored two Catholic Youth Conventicns,
which attended by youths from threce different dlstricts and two end of year
perties, attended by school childweny and thelr narentse. :

{g) Psychological Oporationst Movics werc shown and leaflets were
Hatriduted to the villagors,. ,

{h) Trensportation: Transvortation was provided to move the pecple
to modical facilitios, morket and alsu to transport children to and from
schoole '

(1) Misct The team distributed approximrtely 4,000 1bs of food and
provide 2 miles of berbed wire for Perlmeter dofcense.

ke (U)_ Accident Provention:

(1) Tho zccident rate per 100,000 flying hours was 0.8 for thie
quarter. ’

o, - 2) Accident ra¥o statistic for this quarter are as attachaC at

~ (3) Accident Summery for quarter by months

I, lNov 69, B Troop AH-1G #68-15047, Pilot CPK 8ahelcher, Major darmgo.
pilot oxperienced loss of direction control on tokcoff and abortede ifter
successfully landing the aireraft, the pillot attempt to pick the adreraft wp
to a hovor, tho tadl twmed to the right with the tall rotor striking an
engineer stake resulting in mejor damage. There were no injuries. -

2, 20 Nov 69, C Troop, OH-OA #67-16086, Pilot WOL Exner, Adrcraft was totally
deetroyede The pllot experiencedan: apparent antitorque failure while conducting

CONFIDENTIAL
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H

a low altitude, low soced visunl rcconnaissance. Lircraft went into rapid, 360
degree twrns, croshed into the troes ond bux’ned upoi im')nct. Pilot wns killed ~nd i

observer sustalined scrious injurics.
(b) Decemlxr Four accidents.

Ly Dec 69, C Troop, AH=1G #67-156L2, d1lot 101 Mergen, liajor damages
The cagine foiled during, normnl omerntione The pilot was on a visual reconnrise
sance mission over adverse terrnin. He autorotated into a river bed and did »n
outstanding job in limiting damage to the alrcraft.  There were no injuricse e

11 Dee 69, i Troop, OH-&A #67-162L5, Pilot WOl Bicrman, hajor danagcs
Enginc friled cduc to fuicl exinustion. Pilot used incorrcet a torotative procedurcs
to an adequate forced linding area. There were no injuries. !

26 Dev 69, C Troop, OH-64 #66-17753, Pilot CPT Halby, Major damage.
Pilot 4id rot have sufficient altitude to recover froa a low altitude, lov aire
speed, dowm:ind turn while performing n visual reconncnissance. There were no

injuries,
" 30 Dec 89, L Troop, OH-6A #67-16250, Pilot CPT Robinson, Aircraft
totally dustroyed. Lireroft was flying over gross welght under high lereity altitalc

and gusty wind concitions. Pilot made low altitude, low specd dowmrind turm
and erashed into the trees. There vas no firc. Two (2) serious injuries ané one

(1) minor injury recsultied.
(c) J=mory: Wo fccidents,
1, (U) Roligious Functions.

(1) The Squadron Chaplain, during the quarter, conductcd a total of 15
Sun?~y and 7 weikday Protcetant services, with a total attendance cof 1,278,

(2) Catholic iinss was conducted 12 timcs with a total attendance of 272,

(3) Reli:zi-us services were conducted st CAMP EZU.RI, LAIE I.IRFIELD,
AN KHE and 3. M3 THOUT,

(L) The 7/17 Cav Chaplain, during the mu.rt\,r, made hOl visits to t.rocp
arces and contoctod 1,106 incividusls. The Choplain visited 37 men in the -
hospitalse '

(S) The 7/17th Cav Chaplain distri.mtcc. L boxes of used clothing to the
villmzers of PLEI POO KGO. The clothing came frow Reve James Beadle, e
BUTTE, MNOWT.JIA, USA.

Me (U) Medicol Section:

(1) “he mcdic'l secti'n of this squacron consists of a flight surgcon,
13
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SUBJECT: Operational Revort - Lessons Lourned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
‘ Perioc Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFORL5 (R2) (U)

11 mcdics and one scetion scrgeant. & meddc 1s rssigned to cach of the eero
rifle platoons anc one to erch of the thre. pl-atoons of D Troop. The forward aid
station at ULN MR TUOUT«E ST was closed on 27 December 1969. With the exception
of C Troop, all troop recceive their primary medicel care from the Squadron

ald station. C Troop rcmoins at LANE ATRFIELD, A’ SCW, and reecive their modical
aid from the Sh6th Mcdical Detachment.

(2) At CLiiP ILURT, the Squadron aid station is supncrted by the Lth Hocs
- ieal Battalion of tihc Lth Infantry Division, with lobdratory, X-ray and mecienl

lupplies. A
(3) Kedical Statistics:
| Previous Qtr, Rept. Qtr.

Paticnt: visits 765 197

" Immnizations - 5148 1766
Voneral Disosse L 52
Malaria 2 0
Dirrrhea 2 (]
Hopetitis 0 1

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and Recommendations.

a. (U) Personnel: None
b. (U) Intelligence: Survival Rations for Air Crewmembers.

(1) Observations: Two air crewmen of this command were shot down on
2 November, captured and later returned to U.S. control. They pointed out that the
intensity of enemy activity in the area in which they were shot down prevented
freedom of movement to obtain food during the period. , -

(2) Evaluations: A need existed for a concentrated food that could
~have peen carried on the individual, A long range patrol ration (FSN: 9870-926-
9222) {its very easily in pockets of Nomex Flight Uniforms. One man can sustain
himself several days on one ration of this type.

(3) Recommendation: That all aviation units obtain this item and issue
one per air crewmember.

(6) Command Action: Long range patrol Rations (FSN: 8970.926-9222
were drawn by the Squadron 84 and issued to the Troop Supply sections for
controlled {ssue to air crewmembers.

c. (C) Opcraticns:

(1) Operational Control (OPCON) of the long range reconnaissance

petrol (LRRP) in the Air Cavalry.
CONFIDENTIAL
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(a) Observation: The 7/17 Air Cavalry Squadron working directly with
LRRP teams, was able to rapidly react to intelligence information provided
by the LRRP teams in order to locate and neutralize detected enemy elements.

(b) Evaluation: The Afr Cavalry Troop's ability to provide immediate
visual reconnaissance with observation aircratt, instant and accurate gunship
tire and intantry exploitation of contacts is extremely effective in expanding
the reconnaissance effort of US Forces.

(c) Recommendation: That LRRP teams be placed in an OPCON status to
the Air Cavalry Squadron if they are operating in the same .area. This will
enhance the enemy intelligence gathering and provide quick interdiction and
neutralization. Assets for insertions and extractionsg must be provided from
other resources. ' i :

- . (d) Command Action: This unit employs this technique when operating in
suppott of the 4th Inf Div,

(2) Effective Employment of Platoon Mortar Squads.

(a) Observation: During iroop operations the mortar sections of each
of the platoons were frequently employed as a battery located at the croop
night ‘location while the platoons operated in the AC,

(b) Evaluatfon: The mortar squads were frequently detached from their
respective platoons and there was a tendency on the part of the platoon leaders
and platoon sergeants to neglect their mortar squads in mattersof training and
supervision. The operatirnal efficiency of the mortar sections declined in
direct proportion to the amount of time spent detached from the platoons and

. employed in battery.

(c) Recommendations: That commanders and platoon leaders in similar
situations be aware of the hazards of employment of mortar squads in this manner,
and employ mortar squads with the platoons whenever possible.

(d) Command Action: This problem is now given command emphasis. The
platoon leaders spend more time training and supervising their mortar crews.
This has had effect of raising the morale and efficiency of the 3 mortar
squads. One additional action was to emphasize taking the mortars with the
various pla:oons while orerating in the AO rather than leaving them on the unit
night location . :

(3) Disadvantages of Using M-60 Machine Cun in the OH-6A.

(a) Observation: While firing the M-60 Machine gun from the observer's
seat of the OH-6A the expended brass has a tendency to fly against the
instrument panel and damage some of the gauges.

(b) Evaluation: The expended brass flying against the instrument
>anel caused damage to several instruments. A metal sheet was devised to
leflect the expended brass down and away from the instrument panel. The present
15 v i
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shicld wn'ir: ccs cinstent changes and improvements, it has bLien offiendve dn el-
iminating dame - the aircraft instrumcnt o-nol. .

: - (e) Recoumxn’ ticn: That all units cmloying an clscrver armed with
the M-60 mac-ine ~n in the OH-EA cmploy a deflcction shield, ST

(<) Coimend Action: M-60 machine runs orc neot earricd in the OH-GA
vithcut a brnss deflcctor.

(L) Safe hendling of gromnces.

(¢) O-serv~tions This unit hns ha' soversl dnstanecs of wnsatfe baidle ™70 s
inz of rrina 8. -

' (b) Eval oticn: On one cceasion tids wnit cxperienced a situation
of having a wiite bosahorus grenade accidently ~“ctonated while the aircraft wns
on the grcund. ,

(c) Rcecomwen’nticns: All grenades shenl® be stered in forn fittiny
cans to insurc th-t 4F tre ~n is ﬂccit‘cntly pnlle” er jar-ed loose, the rronnde
handle will bc mscurad v the sife of the can. The form fitting cans should be
~ firmly attnchicd at appronriate locations in the aircrnft.

{¢) Commond Action: All gremndes arce being stored in ready mde .
. metal crns until rcatr for nse. These cuns have been properly secured insicds the
ﬂircraft.

ci. (U) OnUATIZATION. NONE
e. (U) TRAINING, NONE

f. (U) LOGISTICS. Modification of ¢lass V basic load for the Air Cavelry
3quadron, ' o

(1) OBSERVATION: This squadron hes oxperienced ten troop mevenents
within the pnst ycar. Five of these mevements wera of the PCS type. These w vee
mente were oxperited by not having a full basle lead of class V on hand,

(2) EVALUATION: During the past ycar the squadron has succcssfully L R
operated by meintaining a modified basic load of elrse V, which was comuted « :
from average dnily cxocnditures cf a trerp in contretse This modifiestion hes ;
enabled the troons of the squadron to maintain greater mobility 2nd tec meve N ;
within the time ncrﬂ ol ~r1loted. The prccess *f turning in the basic lond =nd ‘
drawing another. vith each-move- required four 9. &.P trai],ers and Hwo. additional:ir,
d&ﬂo .
(3) Rceomendnticns: It 4s recommcnded that USARV Reg 735-28 be
. reviewed to reduce the mmiher of rounds per weancn for the Alr Cavalry Squadron,

to facilitate the Air Moblle Cencepte

(L) Commnr Actibm The mcificd brnlc loads were consolidnted aml
maintained by the 8-l Scection for those treps locnted at Squadren Headouwerters.
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' {

_The S} had the rcsponsihility( tc Ineure that tho Squadrin Class V level was cone

alstant with the modifMericd babic lowd. (Roguest for approval of the modificad basic
load has been forwarded thru kcmmand channols). ' ~

' ge (U) COMIUNICATIONS: |Dopleying a forwnrd detachment with high frequency
communications and Ao Tolot! capability from the Squadron Communicotions
Flatoon, ' '

(1) Ovbscrvationss D g the past quarter the Squadron maintaincd a

. forward communicaticn clement [for all but 20 days of the pericd.

(2) Evalmtiont The Rafdo Teletypo cquipment at the forward area was

‘operaticnal 80F of the timo. [The only TOME equipment availsble to perform this

functicn is the V882 (3 Ton mcunted RTT) and by meintaining two communicatisns
centcrs there is ne back=up equipment avedlable,s ,

. (3) Recomiendstions: Rocormend that TORE be changed to include » ORC-
142 (3/4 Ton Van mounted RTT) to be used when forward communication clement 1is
requircd for an cxtcndod peridd of time.

(k) ‘Comend Acti~m: Coerdination with 17th CAG Signal and 1st Avn Bdo
has been mde and A rcquest £or modification to the TOLE will be submitted in the

© near future,

he (U) MATERIALt AH-1G Mair Rotor Hubs
|
(1) Observaticns Fallure of Teflon Bearing in AH1G main rotor hub,

|
i
i
i

(2) Evaluntions

B
(a) In@leation of failure has been a binding of the collective
vhile bleeding off the accumalator during shut dovm, ' v

(b) TMZ5~1520-221-20 CS, page 3-10, dated April I969, pequirne
that thc main rotor hub be removed and inspected every 300 hourse This unit has
experienced a high failure rate of the teflcn berrings prior to the 300 hour
inspection. The bearings that have fadlcd oo as follows: Bearing FSN 3120982
080k, PNV SLO=G11~110-13, Page 370, Figure B0, Item L1, T 55-1520.221-35P,
Bearing FSN 3120=970~8496, PN SLO-011-1%-9, page 370, Figure 80, Item 55y T
55-1520-221-35P, . S

(c) In an attompted to {detemd.ne the causd of premature bearing failure,
the unit has conducted extensive testa. It has been dMscovered that new berrings
recolved are packed 4n a corrosive preventive compound in contravention of

TM 55-1520-221-35, Secticn II, Chapter 8, Dated April 69 The tests discloscd that

the compound cannot be fullyiremoved from the bearing with cut going through m

extensive clearing and heating process.

(3) Recommendntiont A different method be devised for protecting tho
bearing from corrosion vhile'in shipment .

wr CONFIDENTIAL

(4) Command Acticns
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CONFIDENTIAL | .

AVBACB-GC 10 February 1970
SUBJRCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 Janvary 1970, RCS CS FOR-6§ (R2) ()

{a) A1} maintenance personnel within the unit have been informed
of the problem,

(b) - An NIR has been submitted on improper packing procedures,
EIR's for bearin~ deterioration are submitped_a_s failures occur,

(c) This unit has coordinated with the 3lLth General Suomort
Group concerning this problem and is now awaittng an answer to the finding of
the investigation
1, (). VEPICAL: None

J. (U) SAFETY: None

9 Incl i GECRGE Se HURRY/W

as ) LIC, AR
Incl 1,2,6,7 and ‘9 wd, HQ DA Camanding

DISTRIUTICN: ‘
2 CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GPGP-DT, APO 96558

2 €8, USARV, AT'N: AVHCG-DST, APO 96375

2 ¢o, 1st Am Bde, AT"N: AVBAHC-0, APO 96384

7 CO, 17th AG (Cbt), ATTN: AVBACB-SC, APO 962L0

INFO "OPIES
CO, Uth Inf Div, ATTN: AVODH-CG, APO 96262
1 Fach Creanie Troop

CONFIDENTIAL
8




: |  CONFIDENTIAL

- WVB.CU-SC (10 Feb ) tst Ind
SUBJLCT:  Operetiontil wiport - Legsons Lowrned, fth Squedren, tith
C:ivilry, Period Liading 31 J-nutry, L4 Corun=-65 (he) (U)

D.., HE.DCU.oT2uS, 17TH W LTION GaGUF (.C(viJ:L.’l‘), alv 9640 24 Fobru.ry 1970

TO: Deprrtment of the army (.COFON, i), Weshington, D.C. 30310
Cormanding Guneral, I Ficld Force Viotnam, .0 96350

it to be audequate, and concurs with the contunts as st .tud, oXC.pt 1S
indie~ted below, .

2. (C) The followinz co wwents nnd reco.sicnd .tions nro submitted:

. S\.ction I,_ x.I"‘t.LOHS Significmt octivitivs.,

(1) Farngrarh 1b(3), Pigb 3, Incl #.z Fursomnel. wonconew . The”
sported fl'r\n\.s should ogrec with 105 r\,porthd 31 Jon 70. The LS
figurcs for the 31 of Jan arc: OFF-82, ' 0-120, Eri~797, Total-939.
(Unit strength should be Inclosure 2 ('r.".go 1)).

(2) Faragrarh 1e(2), Fuge 3, Int(:lliguncu. This paragrarh should bz
sunrrizod  ad lungthy nccounts of signiticant cnemy ~ctivity be attached
to the Oh ns an inclosurc.

(3) ¥aragraph 1d, Page 7, Ope.r'xtlon . (\Jmmtioml Statistics at-
tached ns Inclosure 2, should xa.'xd Inclosurc #3).

(&) Furagreaph 1£(1)(2), Page 9, Training. The wrmy aviation ke-
freshor Training School program nd Jwviation Troining listed as Inclosure
3 should ruad Inclosurs i, but is Inclosurc i#6.

(5) Poragraph 1d, Fage 9, Combat Onuration .ftor wetion Keport.
Entry should bo made for listing them as Combat Oreration .fter .ction
Revorts. (Inclosurcs arc misnumbered as Inclosurcs 4 and 5.) .

the number of days during the roporting peried that the unit cngrgl

(6) TFaragraph 1f, Fage 9, Training. This paragraph should i¥iCﬁtu
training. m.f\,r\,ncu USuaV Kogulation 525-15, Para 5b(1)(c).

(7) Forngrach 1h(2), Page 10, Communication. Oporationsi Stoph
(s\.a Inclosurc 5) should read Inclosurs AT

(8) P*r*gr \th 1k, I Page 12, .ccident Frovention.  This paragre!
should rcfer to Inclosurc #9, Safuety Statistics for the Feriod.

b. Saction 2, lussons loearned: Commander's Obscrvations, Lvalu-
ations and Rucormicnd..tions. :

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
19 - i DECLASSIFISD AFTER 12 YEARS.
00D DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL

(U)”Thls— htﬁ;drqu"rtvrd s rovicwed the ~tuached "“port’ cons 14\.1'.2 T




CONFIDENTIAL

VA.CD-SC (10 Feb 70) 1st Ind 24 F.brunry
SUBJECT: Oporationnl Muport - Lusrons L. rn.d
Cav:lry, Furiod Lading 31 Janunry,

Prge 16, liodificntion g

, Jth Syu.dron, 17th
B Corua-65 (R2) (U)

r Clss V Basic load for

A1) raragraph’2f,
" the air Cavaley Squadron. This hoxdcuarters H

for approval of = modificd basic load. Reford

tion 735-28, Fara 5c, nComannders are authoriz
and/or roduce quntitics as a,proprintc for th

¢1l location, orginiz-~tion, and load~-carrying

1 .
(2) TIaragrach 2n(2)(b), lage 17, interi-l

- piference in 1inss 5 thru~7 of this paragraph

. (3) | R

reference ig ' 8-10.

(L) Psragraph 2n(3), Page 17, haterial.
fully documentued by £In's 1nd lutters to 34th
the bearings be shipped

* FOR 'rm-:.cox-&a..m;:m '

s not received 3 ruquest
nece US.av (Conf) lwgula-
¢d nnd should delcte itums
c units mission, guographi-
cnprbility."

. The Tl 55-1520-221-35F

is dated .ug 1969.

aph 2n(2)(c), Frge 17, Material. The page numbir for this

This problum is-

Concur.
Further rocormend

Group.

in dry pack vacuum suhlud cans.

oL e

HIC

#0BaxT C.
1LT, .GC
;o ad jutint
CF:
€O, 7/17th .ir Cav Sqdn
||
e
20 |

}
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AVER=CC-H14% (10 Feb 70) 24 Ind
GBI XTs Uperational Raport-lessons Lesrned, Tth Ujusdron, 17th C.velry
for Period Ending 51 Jupuoary 1970, RC., CLRH-6Y (KP) (U)

Da, Hesuquarters, I Field Force Vietnum, .}0 S5.F. 96350 28 MAR 1970
T+ Comranding General, lat aviation Brigude, A0 .F. 96584

1. This headju.rters h#s reviowed und >vuluuted s-.bject Upvrutional
Heport-lessons Learned and forwsrding indorsement und concurs, except as
stated below.

2. Reference Uperstional Control of LRRs, parsgraph 2d(1): Nonconcur.

Tie mission of LHRP's stould be plunned =t a& higher level than suadron.
Thia hus proven sucessful and placing them under the operatiunsl control
(OPCUN) Of 8 squudron would grestly decreuse their ability to sccomplish

their long~range mission.

AR TiE COMAAIDERS

D N. McKENY
CPT, ASC
Asst AS

CFi
1 - CO, 17th AVN GP (CBT) (LIB335 CRLL)
1 - Cu, Tth 3qdn, 17th CAV (iESL ORLL)

A/
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AMACC-0 (10 Feb 70) 3@ Ind
SUBJECYs  Onerational Renort-lecnons Lc...rncl, Tth bmxmlron,
for period ending 31 Jun 70, RCS CS:'0R-65 (92) (v)

17th Cavaluy -

| D4, MCADYPARTIS 182 ATIATTON CIGAIE, A0 95304 5 APR 197

puldsif Vs,kA_"Ccm;and.in': GCeneral, United States Amqr Vietnann, ATMNe AVUGC-DST,
06375 — T

Co.mdexsinfd'xic!, United 3tates Armv Pacifiec, ATMN G.’OP-D'.,

“APO 96558

708 Assistont Chief of Staff for Force Develorment. Denartrent of the

Amy, ‘Joshington, D.Ce 20210

contents and inlorserments.
2. The followin: commients arve considered pertinent:

8. Porarrrph 2.0 (3), pae 17, recowends a TO! change

T thid headiunirters has reviewed subject m-aort and_concurs with the

thet v')uld

include = G2C 142 (3 4 Ton Van mounte? %) to su ort forwnsl eo nvnieation

elenents. Uonconcur. The requirenent to suport o tewornry oretion
siiould de met b:' 120 &y lonan or an int=o-rwoun hond-recei:t Jor additionnl
e-ui rerit necded., "his hendoruaziexs is adv:.sm* urits of clvemnutives to

reeorending o chen e %o AR AN

be  Porooash 2.0., mace 14, discus:es the use of long wine vairol

sations os eer coer rtions for dowmed air erews. Conevy,
L

e
the

hecd-ucxters ig ofvicing suborlinate wiits of wwnilibilifys of lony; rane

patrol rations lor nir eoereerbers,

//A A

An‘mnn W. LITTLE
CPT AGC
Asst AQG,

P OAIASI e o Siaivuiy D]

22
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13 APR 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
o  Period Ending 31 January, RCS CS POR-65 (R2)(U)

AVRGC-DST (10 Feb 70) 4th Ind

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

. T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacifie, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558 it S

1, This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessors Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters, 7th
Squadron, 17th Cavalry and concurs with the comments of indorsing head-

q“m‘" . _

2, Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Safe Handling of Grenades", page 16,
paragraph 2¢(4): concur with the recommendation as a technique of safely
stowing grenades aboard aircraft. This information will be published in
the USARV Aviation Safety Weekly Summary. o ,

b. Reference item concerning "AH-1G Main Rotor Hub Teflon Bearings",
page 17, paragraph 2h, and paragraphs 2b(2)(3)(4), lst Indorsement. As a
result of the TIR submitted by this unit, AVSCOM has disseminated to all
commands the procedure for cleaning these bearings. This information will
be published in a 34th General Support Group newsletter.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CPT, AGC -

. JAssistant Adjvtant Seneral

Cy furn:
lst Avn Bde A
7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry

a3




A TR Al <SSt i

o

o ST

GPOP-DT (10 Zeb 70) Sth Ind (V) '
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, BCS CSPOR-65 (R2) :

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 25 APK 70

70: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develbpment,' Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 O

This headquaitcu concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEP:

It eies
D.D. CLINE
2LT, AGC
Asat AG

¢

24



CONFIDENT!AL

OP™RATIONA' STATISTICS PAR TRE PIRICD

1, () Reaults

SCWTINS TROPS  C.RGO KIA'S O STRUCTIHES
UNIT °CMPAT  OTIn LIFTED  (TQUS)  CGLIF  INCONF DA  DEST
T ~ Ho TRP 1526 552 8712 %2 aoe edmmee mmn mwae
P A 9ks8 1007 2300 1 . 2 2 18
TP B 327h 358 512 o 58 N 0 72
o mrc 611 673 2218 0 9 o o B2
THP D meee auew - ool 22
TCTAL 21, 029 2, 590 5, 929 53 101 55 2 25);
DETADNEES: 158 '
Cnenty Material Cantureds ) ' Fnemy laterial Destroyed:
11 - SK Rifles ' ly = 60nm Hortar Baseplates
9 « a¥=L7 Rifle o - 2 « 1A Rucksacks
1 - AK«50 U le 1l - Sampans
1 - 7,62 .G (P™) 6,348 - pounds of ricc
1 - 7m Pussia . Mistol kOO « pounds of grain -
1 - B-hO locket Launcher ‘
1 - U.S, 3Jrovming avtonatic Rifle
1 - U.S, 1216 241e
3 « U.S. .30 Caliber Carbine
A = U8 17aT79 Grenade Launcher
2 - noqo IT"]. Carbines
1 - U, S, 8lmm “ortar Tube
1 - M8, ¥1RL1 Ciavmore Mine

" .3 - B=LO Rounds
1 « 60rm lertar Novnd
- LOO - £K<L7 Tlounds
2 - Famennde "irenades . ;
1 - Nadic (tyne unidentified)
v e d, o 088 Exnlosive Igndter

38 - N7A Ruckszcks
1 - Chm Meter
1 - M2 Gunnert's Quadrant
2 - Canteens
1 -« NVA Mess it

el = Document Touch '
10,000 - pounds of rice

2, (C) Adrcraft Lost znd Damaged:

Inclosure 3 BOD DIt 5200.10

a5

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTEQ'.‘AI.S:'

CONFIDENTIAL ™ pecuassined arrem 12 veass.




TROL? €

B H Gavis Pan

NCTE -2,
HOTE 3.
NOTE k.
WOTE S.
WTe 6,
HCTE 7.
rots 8.
NOTE 9.
¥OTT 10,
3. (0)
e

mIT

HQ TROT

TROLP B
TRXCE C

b,

TRCOP A -

CONFIDENTIAL

AIRCR' FT
T7E LLST
-1 2 (Motc 1)
Ol 6 (iloto 2)
UH-1H 2 (Note 3)
Ap-1i 5 (ilote L)
ou-6a 2 (lotc S)
=14 1 (Mote 6)

AL, Te} 1 (Note 7)
CH-64 L (Hotc 8)
UH-1H 1 (Note 9)
all=l0 1 (Note 10)

Four w rc coubat dannge, Two werc crash damage

Doth worc cambat damage,

.Both m:rc combat damaéc.

rxtensive Maintcnance

Comtat Namnyo

DAMAGED , .
1
;
: |
2
0 . o
2 :
L
1
1

“‘Oné combat™ ﬂamagc; ane oxtunsive maintenance oo o “"".‘*““““"“‘ AR T

Three wore cambat damage, Two wore cxtensive maintenance

Two wcre combot damage, Two vere crach dancge. -

Extensive Maintonance
Crash Demage
Fiyinz Hour Statistics for the Period:

The averaze flying hours by type aircraft by troop:

_033.61\ AH=1G
“_-‘ A W 8
SESSNUES——" 0 ® N 8. I 206 . 3 ,,,,, R
15L.3 1h2.6
152,0 13646

The averasc flying hours by type glireraTte

On-8A AH=1G
© 189.0 153.6

UH-1H

397.8

e
147,8 '
170.1

Uli-1H
163.0

¢e Th. curmlative ﬂying' hours by trocp and by typc aireraft:

CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 3

b




R IT

HO TROUP
TRULP 4
TROP B
TROUP C

TOTAL

Inclosure 3

(=6

2008
1543

5071 :

CONFIDENTIAL

AN-1G

- -

1857
128,
1231

4372

CONFIDENTIAL

A7

5119

UH-1H

989
1686
1183
1361

TOTAL

989
Shsl
Lo10
L1312

14562




CONFIDENTIAL

- : DusAitiiicns OF Th. ARIT
t WD LAIERD, T Lyt A o, LTH CMM
APC LAY SR G .uC(.‘ 20252
AV AC3GC 10 F-Yruary 1070

SURECY: .Combot Cruretirn After Acticit Rerrt

THRUs  Co.mandia~ Otiiecr
17th Aviatica Gr wy (Combat)
APO 96240

- Commaieine emral e e
1st Aviati n Urioode i
AR 9630k

Comanding Cum. ml
LS ARV
AN 96375

TO: Co:nondinge General
Undited Stetes “ilitary Assistance Coomand, Vietnen -

ATTN:  MaCJ30L3
APO 96222

1. (u) YAMB A'D AJE Cr OVEMATI N: LTH It Iu’fxf DIVILIOY OPERATICH LASK ¥ iiCRE
FT TR/ TRENG ‘L.‘h’ﬁ, Ecunomy of Foree/Pacificrticn, Resjrectively. '

2. () DALES Of CPER.TICN:
& UASK FCRCE JITNER: 1 Septeuber 1969 « 1) “ovuiber 1967

be SALLITS » Iri: 11 Jovaabor 1969 = 29 Doecuioer 1969

3. (u) UCALION: IZ Cors Tactical Zonej Jorti n uf TIT Curps Tacticd ncs
DiRLGC AD Gohln DiC ZUOVILTL. )

he (i) Caon D D CLAL Hudti. RUEKS

a, CLverall sroervisicn as IfrV,

b, Msslons wore acuignod initially by AF L IER:  Later by let Drl atc
hth Infantrry Divisi ne ,

g, (U) RER.TY G OFFICIR: LIC Ceorne S. Murry, Cc-manding Officer, 7th
Squasirun, L7th Cova rye Cther tajor undt cormvancerss

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
: DOD DIR $200.10
INCLOSURE Y - 3 ¥ 4

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-XC 10 February 1970
SURJECT:  Combat Operation After Action Repert
NALE ' UNIT D 123
TTC WISSEL L g TF FLiHTER 1 Sep ~ 11 Hov €9
CQL JUFSPH E MOC HTHY lst 8de, Lth Inf Div 11 Nov « 6 Dec 69
-COL HOWARND D OW . 1st Bde, Lth Inf Div B Dec - 29 Dec 69
MAJ BILLY J BOWLINS B Trp, [7/17 Cav 1 Sep ~ 29 Lec 69
MAJ HALPH BURR 53; MACV TM3Y 30 aug - 11 Nov 69
- CPT XLWINTH 3 LINING®R hw_wn,rr5;~7/17 Bar | 30 aug - 11 Nov 59

$., (U) TASK ORIVIIZATION:

a, TASK FORCE FISHTER: The 7/17 Cavalry (=) consisting of B and D Troop
were OPCCN,” D Troop was returned to Squadron contrdl on 11 November

7. (U) SUPPORTING FORCES: Reference Lith Infantry Div‘lsi'on After Action Re-
port (RCST MAJ 3-32 (H.?2) to be published, and ith Infantry Divéklon After
dction Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32 (R-21) dated 13 January 1570,

8. (C) INTELLISFICE:

a, Prior to the start bf the operation major NVA maneuver elements as-
sociated with the B-3 Front had been occuping senctuary in the til«border area
During Jate July and earlv Aagust, the location of the 66th Regiment, 28th :
Regiment and oortions of the LOth Regiment comld not accurately be determined.
During Angust the B-23 Special Forces Detachment, BAN ME THOUT and MACV Ad-
visory Te~m at GIa NGHIA had received several intelligence reports that indiw~
ated a major enemy buildup was taking place inside the CAMBODIAN border in the
WC LP/BET PANG arca, Recently revaired roads were reported aleng the sorder
torthwess of BU PRANG by aerial observers reconnoltering the urea, It was
estimsted that as many as 15,000 men believed to be fram the Stn NVA Division
. were in C/MBODIA near the II-III CTZ boundary. Positive identifieation and

accurate strength estimates of encmy units were not obtaiined wntil after mid-
~Cctober. Wher major chemy elements committed themselves in the BU PRANG/TUC
_L'P area thev emploved heavy shellings and vigomous ground probes in ain attomd.
to attain rapid victories ir the area, Their fctions forcod the abandonment
of several fire Basce suomoeting the DUC LAP/BU PRANG area, The enemy was
'mable %o sustain himself in repeated contacts as a result of the heavv toll -
of camalties and emuipment losses inflicted bv friendly ground forces with
tactical air and artillery support. Enemy activity subsided in carly December
and the m2jor enemy units withdrew to sargtuaries in CAMBODIA,

b, ENEMY UNIT IDENTIFICATIGRIS:

- (1) X-3%54 NVA Artillery Battalion, The moin body of this unit was iden-
tified soath of IUC LAP on 28 October. Thelr major effort was directed at ate
tacking allied bases in the vicinity of DUC LiP, This unit had the capability
of emlovinz grouni and stand off attacks using 82mm mortars and 122 mm rockets

(2) 28th Reziment: This unit had three Battalions with 380 mon each, It
was identified tn 6 November south of DUC LAP in the vicinity of YU7867., The
. 28th Reziment had the support of cne anti-alrcraft companv, DUC LAP CIDG Camp
and two ARVN Command posts in the vieinlty of DUC LAP wero the targets of the

Regiment

8 29
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" at YUL9852) mentioned the K=33° Battalien ind the LOth irtillery Repiments “The™

CONFIDENTIAL

Avercp-ce ’ : 10 February 1970
SUBJECT: Combat Opcroticn After Action Heport

(3) 66th 'lus'irn nt:  The 66th Regiment was identificd on 18 November in tho
vicinity of BU .. }G CIDQ Camp, A prisoner of war capturcd on that date stated that
the regiment way cenposed of nine swport cumpanicse The mansuver battalions of the
66th Regiment wwle severel contacts with ARV and Hobile Strike Force units opcrat.im,
in the BU AUNG arca,

(L) K-33 Bat.t'xlion, Loth .\rti 1lery fepdinent:  Docurents cap'curul 8 love 1.bm 1969

. interrogation of a Yrisoner of far from the 66th Kepimunt revealed that the K-33

Battalivn and the LOth ilegiment was .Jmportin' the 66th Regiment, This undt had 85mm
field puns and 105 suns, They were belicved te be rogponsible for gome of the artile

" lery shelling of BU P.udiG CIDG Camp.

(5) x-37 saxr Bntt.:‘.lion: This unit 1is censiderca the clite of sapper units in
the IICTC, The X=37 Sasper Battalion had une compary sunporting; the 26th epiment -
in the vicinity of JUC LiP and onu company supportinz the 66th Repinont in the Bu I’IUJIG
area, Thelr rissicn was t¢ attack allded bascs in 10 to 15 mon preups. Elerents din
the BU FILIHG arca were unsuccessful in nn astennted ponctration of thu perimetor
durding the first wick of December, .

(6) Unidentificd vndts fircd artillery frem positions inside C.1DODIL ‘on BU PG
CIIG Comp during an intunse shelling pericd late Hovembor and early Decembers

cs Terrain: Flements of the Lquacren surorting TiSK FCRCE FIGHTER were cmployed
primaxily in UG DUC PROVINCE. The provincu is nrimsrils mountadncus with clévations
averzizing 900 feet above sca level. The rounvoinous eonditicn did not faytcr cnoery
moverent in the arca. They wore advantagrous for cnoery use of ruecillcss rifles and’
cther flat trajectory weapons on firebases in the BU PIYlIG arca. [Routea of novermcnts
were ncted primarily clong trails ncar streems. The thick vegetation, primerily
tnpl canoyy jumrlu in mest arcas, atforded excellent conecelment along routes of

ravcl, QUANG DUC PRCVINCE contains a mrependeranceof streams that pencrally flew
s«,utimzstt.rly, and drain into largex tributarics that make their way to the MERONUG
BRIV, Several rafts were sight:d in streams througheut the province, indicating
that the curr +A. and depths of scme of the streams were cbstecles to no-m:ncnts in
the area but . ¢i. ated meverent of the encry rofts. Highway 1L is the major rcad
in (UnlG DUC PiOVINCE, It 4s herd surfaced and in a2 serviceable cendition in most
arces, Militardly 1t was nct significant during this cperaticn for travel purposcs,
It was noted that the cnery forces had improved rcads aleng the CAFZCDIAN border by
covering them with bamboo matting, There arc scveral dirt tralls nerthoast of BU
PG that afford cxecllunt access to QUING DUC FUVIICE in that arcas The patteins
of trrils indicatsd that crery forces fullonad the path of least resistance in rogt

" areas to aviid thdck vegetation,” It was pointéd out by tuu returnces captured by

oncitry forces that the enemy made modrmm uge of the mlldtary ercst ¢f hill masscs to
builid bunkered positicns. Triple canopy vepctation Umited acrial observaticn in

scwv.ral arcag, The lack cf landing zones ldmited employrment of the avro rifle platoen

and D Troop in their role as an aimoblle reconnaissance foice in most arcas
rceonnodtered by the sdr cavalry truop.

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GC ) 10 February 1970
SUBJECT: Combat Opcration Lifter Leticn Heport .

de Veathers QUANG DUC PRCVINCE experienced heavy raing and ground

, fog that 1initod Ilyine from Soptembor until carly Qctebers The ratny

T sondd tion probably was & deedding factor for the encmy's dolay until 1ate
October to launch thelr offensive in the arca. The trafficability ercated
by the rains would have made movenent of heavy artillery picees ife-
ficult if the encmy had atterpted to move dnte the positivn thoy occupicd
during the heinht of their offcnsive.s During Septoumber to rd-October,
wvercast conditions’ prevailed during the early mornming howrs: Ceilings
1lifted tc 500-1000' during the doy only to descn! in the late afterncons,

Teeehe the transition to the dry seasun cccured QUALG DUC ACVINCE had lipht
ground for that dissipated by late morning, Except for oceasional] over=""—
cast conditions in the late aftcrnoen, skics were predeminately

scattered uith unlimited visibility., High vind ecnditions were epyiricnecd
during the latter part cof leverbor and carly Decembers " Tenperatufcs werc

relatively moderate during the ooeraticn and had no significant affect cn
friendly or enemy operations. ’

9, (C) MISSIOM: B Troop 7/17 Cavalry was tasked to perform air and ground
reconnadssance as an cecnoryy of force undt 4n general support of the 23rd
LVY Division. D Treop 7/17 Cavalry had the missicn 'of providing airmc-
Wle reaction foree for B 7/17 and sccured the LSP at Ban lic Thout-East.

10, (C) CCITLPT OF OPE ATION: Im respemse tc indicators that large encmy
foress werc preparing I r an offensive, the Lth Infantry Divisicn organe

ized TF FIGT_R. B Tr.cp and D Trcop 7/17 Cavalry were dejloyud to Ban

e Thout~Cast ond commenced operaticn in this ossigned [0, Vith D Troop
providing rcaction, B Tr up initiated extensive ecrial reconnoissagee.

On Noverber 11, TF FIGHIIR wos desolved and 1st Bripgade, Lth Infantyy
Divisicn assumcd control of the omeraticn (SPREAGINS WHITE)e The Brig-

ade mission was to conduci a pacificaticn pregram relicving the 'RVN cl-
cments disoesced in the vicinity of Ball ME THOUT tc permit then 4o reine

force BU PHANG arxd DUC LAP Special Foreces campse B Troop cunti:i;l its

mission of rcecnnaissance and surveillance, . D Troop was rcleased from
| OPCON on 11 November and rcturned to Squadron cuntrol a2t Cargp E .

. 1. () EECuTION:

a, Issuancu of ordors: T.SK FORCE FIGHTER was formed by verbal
order of the Lth Infantry Division. B and D Tm op depliyed cn order unw
der 7/17th Cavalry OPLAS 9«69, effective 30 Lwrust 69, B and D Troop ,
moved overland and by orpanic aircraft and cstablished a forward base at *
BAN ME THOUT-EAST on 31 August 1969. Initial coordlination was cffected
with the 23rd AVN Division and Special Forces Team A=236 at BU PRUEG.

£ S
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SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Repurt -,
(YU493557). A liaison team was collocated with Team AJZlb. D Troop ()
was airlifted to GIA NGHIA. One platoon was left at BAN ME THOUT-FAST
~to-assist in perimeter guard and ASP security. ...

b. TASK FORCE FIGHTER significant activities:

(1) 1 September 1969: B Troop comneﬁced-opéfﬁiions in the
vicinity of BU PRANG. D Troop repositioned one platoon at BU PKANG to
s rve as a recaction force. No significant findings were reported,

(2) 5 September 1969: B Troop aircraft drew ground to air fire
vicinity YU442608, Aerfial Rifle Platuon inserted and confirmed four NVA
KIA from AH-1G attack helicopters from B Troop. A bunker complex was
also found in this area. o o

(3) 6-7 September 1969: Weather precluded extensive visual
reconnaissance. .

(4) 8 September 1969: Numerous bunkers and foxholes were ob-
"~ served vicinity, YU626468. Fields in the area and trail usage indicate
,activity of a platoon size element.

(5) 11 September 1969: An LOH observed two enemy évading into
a bunker complex at YU656537. The ARP was inserted and swept the area,
finding fifty bunkers. The two enemy fled the arca.

(6) 14 September 1969: While enroute to CAMP BU PRANG, twenty i
enemy soldiers riding bicycles and armed 'with AK-47 were scen at YU640 - »
540. The enemy took cover and the weather closed in before the situation
could develop. Later, an LOH spotted one enemy near a bunker complex.
Numerous ground to air fire reports were received. The attack helicopters
engaged the area with unknown results. '

(7) 17 September 1969: . A VR wes performed in BA203 with numa
erous sightings made of.bunkers, structures ind recent activity within
the past 48 hours. A Base camp area was discovered vicinity YU489324.,
. The area within 2,000 meters of this area was being cultivated. Several
storage structures were found and destroyed. One encmy was engaged and — -
killed at YU489323 and three others were killed at YU473319.

(8) 20 September 1969: Enemy activity was prevalent through-
out BA203. D Troop convoy received B-40 rocket fire and sniper fire at
AQ858837. Fire was returned with unknown results.

9 21 September 1969: Concern was mounting over the increase-
enemy indication in BA203. B Troop was targeted in this areca for several

to follow. At YU465319, two enemy soldiers were engaged and killed
while working on a 12x40' bridge.
4

CO;IFIDENTIAL

32




CO!FIDERTIAL

AVEACB.CC : 10 February 1970 |
SURJLCTs  Coudny Opcrntl n After Zeti n Report

(10) 22 S.otorter 1909, B Trovp oo dved the idrst casutlty of the
operation at VTG, A lt“ roevived pround-teatir fire, suetodned two
hits and exon vl peed on Ane tredlurce Ghie tdlct 1o v sunded dn o the Lug.
The aircrdt ¢orche Y enulldng g v dorawee . The L vns inscertid te o cure
the adreragd cn? erasre o ua bunkoroe mnd teoils chowing recont ure e
woere fourl in oo rren. ‘

(11) 23 Suptaler 1969 Werkine south of GiSP B FRANG, nw <r-us

tunkern, Jh‘!lt‘t von ! trals vere leetlede Crops tere bedns hurvested
In Lthe area cnilye

(12) 25 !?‘ “worker 19603 A 1CE 54b1e bivene arcn weo cboorved scuttan ot
of BU I"U21Ge  Bive enery ool icm ver: cbare rveg in ths 2rca and were onreneed
bv ttoe holde B tirs vith unknowm resvtts, A3 W ’0’20, twe ropris WLre
enpeect by LGS nnd mnctdnae Greundeiceniy i"‘rc wns reeciveds The

dxmr of inciy chsunltlcs cowdd not te erniirmed, ‘

(13) 26 Sotemdor 19€0: Reecnnnizsance roverled that the cnory was
ctill cxﬂti\--*'-r’ c:~:;~:- in 2,203, Froch trnils in thos nrea inddeted
mevesend by ecumy gizc cnery fvrecs dnilys Sover~l struectures wore
destreyed,. '

(1) 27 S-pterder 1969:  Atinck heliconters er:”ﬂ;:cd‘. an encry soilder ot
Y5T72312 remdilng in one cnery KILe Tuo muehinerun positicns were lseated
vith indlention of vsrpe in the last 24 kours.

e

(35) 29 S.pterber 19€5: B Troop concantrotod thoir efforts in EA203
with selghting of ctructures caxble of housing fexty to fifty individunlse

(163 30 Scoterber 1969:  Concern s mounting over the aren nerth md
nortizest of 1Y RANG, Werther had p=a2cluded B Treop fron conduciing
survei) rmee dn thot arce durdnn Scgptorbers B Troep wms divertod fron BA203
11’:; suppert tro ceatacts by the 13 Force. Resvlis of the engagenont were fod

Ci e .

(17) 1.5 October 1969: The weather permdtied u—itcd VR in the
reirary arca of interest, west and northwcst of BU TG, A fow trnils

were obscrved vhich indiccted heavy usapce Tradls wvere hard pockeds Ho
dircetion of travel could ba determined,:

(18) 69 October 19€9: B Troop forced out of A0 of BU FRING due
to weathery nnd conducted VR ef BA203. Corp procduction was continuing and
signs of incrcnsrd activity were prescnt. lNew structurcs and fi-htingz
positions were tlomwed, Scveral were destroyed by gunships, At YUS29350,
tcn atructures were fired on, resulting in a lorge sceondary exploaion.

{19) 10 October 19691 B Troop reporied seoinn a je* sdreraft rescrbling

a ¥IG., Tho aircraft hesded south, erosscd the CAIBODIAN berder, flcw throuch
the troopts tactic~d formation, -'md thun flew north into CANBODIA.
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P This occurcd vicindty of YULOS9.

(20} 12 October 1909t  Working tventy lometers south of BU PRANG,
wmeeeee - B Ppgop tdrereft engnged two encry soliders armcd with AK-L7's n.qu.unL .
‘ ~in two pessible KIA.

(21) 13 October 19695 A BDA of a heavy airstrike wis cenductad
by B Troop vieinity of TuS032. Later VR in 8203 rurulted in fdrnwing
ground fire on threce dfferent ocersicnse Attock heliccpiers engaped
vith unknmm results. i !

(22) 1L October 1969 r.1m,, the bcrtkr, west of B mam, atrernft
observed and cngaged nine encry soldders earrying AKL7's and rucksnckse -
Six KIA vere found ~fter gunships cnprgeds  dncther enery scldder®
was killed at YULOLS92, An aircraft from the 155th Asaalt Helierpler
Ccrpeny reperted droving preund fire ot 200246, B Trosp respended, cngnged
an cncry ofuod’ and axﬁir.:r.d 3 KIs end 1 KBL,

(23) 18 October 1969 Aftcr being dewn for weather for thnn drym,
B Trocp ontercd the A9 west cf BU PRANG, LOH's obscrved three encry ricing
bicycles. httack helicopters cngaged but vepciaticn prl.clu:‘-(‘ ir}‘ti...4,1 of
encry cas sualticse

(2L) 20 Octcber 1969: B Trocp was ercdited with four encrry XIA in on
arex northwest of BU PRANG, Several well used tradls and r\.co.ntl,' cnl’iv*tcd
ﬁcl:!s wore obscrveds

(25) 21 October 1969 Returning tc the —cm‘uo A3 the provicus b
dzy, T Troop sirercfi cbscrved numcrcus Indienticns of inrm«scd crery

activity, Scveral 'tmcturcs, bunkers and kidicn bicycles vere "e.,trcycd.
dary explesiczn 100! h:lph was cbservode One VC was taken under

22 October 1"69: Seve ml VC were eny: «rcd wust of BU PRAXG on two | “

126 Octaber 1969:  Scouts destrrycd two large Rhmctnrcs and

mrre structures lotor that resulted in an ad'itional secondary eralr'*iﬂn
and cne enemy KIA,

(28) 27 Oct-be> 1969 Working northvest of DU PRING,. & tradl was
chserved that inddeats usage by at least I:Lft,r individusls within the
last 2448 hours. A LDt was cenducted resuliins in cipght structures and
" two KOA ercdited to the Adr Force. At YUL0664T, D Trocp w2z crndltud with
ene KBA. '

(29) 28 Octsber 1967 Seuth nf BT PRING, vno individml with an
AX<47 wna engried r,a\‘lting in ore XIA., B Troop alsc mrppt\rbcd .3
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MINW SPaliD L7 dneentact veovi e nouereeleation fires and oeplond
anoatrotrice e e BN Cdreloso 4 2 I BEL erd Yile L to the Adr Forc.

{30) 29 Cotet ¢ 1000 ir: Base 1008 ( Uh 3Y13) wns pocoive
e cnoattock, 3 vl rcspentad ant sunnort S the errp uneil lat: nfe
tere oone e oo bbbt sjrer S hin st 11341. Sotue BViae b RDL vers
PN TN LI S BUURKI RE ‘z' UOMLG oo moecived pine rown s of Limn
portar firce D iroop rustdiad no eanutdtios, Frem all intications
e orronsive in the areie  For the noxt covers
Yerntaet with the encry,e . -

H
L
C.

al copa B olpecn redintidn

(31) 30 Cetabur 1009: ..vt wk heldeonuers frin B Troop sumport-
eleantart aronet HUC L.?, BU WUrn, o3 tacka snd FEKASE. Lt 0520 houre,
PR PR AR R AR S PR LI I M (A R AT o) 14 mm"i ciine of 7S receiless rifle s
B2 rortae rir . A mlatern site probe wes attennhod but fadleds  Besauvce
ef veath ot B Treents lnertie n t cr coul! not rmoroct untild npwrg,:i:'."col;,'
0K hears, AL GXO7 hours G2 MO LAP roecived a stand-cff attask. B
Trooy Jiverte! cnlonrovidod '3"“"'*'1: in catracting the veunled noerconncl,
..t. C220 heape, i Koo armin croie under a vhithoring stauilecfl utt-ck,

The erary ool wtn estiantet Lo be a battslicn size forecs B Truop
aendn Advors oot Lotk the cnery anhor fire,  desults were unkvam.
1.. 1166 hrums, acunship from the hth osnuwdt Helieoptor Co, was
shot ond et Sowtdle dnosvorcst of P2 K. B Troen cevered the Jovmed
arerast ant inoortll the i 3 platoon and one platcen of I Troep s sueure
the sirerift, Pxtraction wes net made unitil 1645 vhen the bodies of the
four cr..aan were roorduvet from the wreckagve

Dwelns b avterncin, sAir asscta of B Troep suvported F3 IUKTHA vho

was unler atun ck.. After the extractiun of the B rnd D elements,
the 1GT 's ~nt atinek h~11c¢ptcrs apain roturned to FB ITHL and remadned
in suuiert \mti]. the fire bose uwas evacuntoed at 1700ds  Between 1700 and
1730 hours, two Ciffcerent ir'btings of crory scldicrs were made. Gune

ships enpoped resulting in 3 G4,

(32) 31 Octcber 1969t At 1130 hours F3 KATE come under heavy en-
ey firce Bofore B Tracp coul! arrive cn stetion the attack had ecascde ,
L. Vit was cansusted with nu::camus ficiting positicns cbserveds At 1700 hours
B Troop enrazc? b0 451 calidor machincsuns with erews roesulting in 6 WA

. KIi and destruztion of the 3__ +51 caliber machinegunse

(33) 1 Moverbor 1969t FB KATE was again attacked and the order
was plven to evacuates B Truep subported sentacta ner=-F7) KATE and' Crrp
BU Pi2lG o Gunships and LCGHz were ercdited with 9 enemy KBA latd in the
aftcrrren, The clements at §5 KivE effucted a linkup with forces from
CMIP DU PUL.J and returne? te C.1IP BU PRANG.

(3L) 2 YNovember 1969! B Treop contucted a VR 4in the vieinity of
the nban’cned FB AT Trails with direction ¢f movement to the north
and northcast were rt.portef’.. Scouts followed the trails to the northenste -
At appreximately 15C0 hcurs the lead LOH drew ground fire sustaining sev
eral hits, The pilots flew the damaged ICH to a large ficld ot YU793658,
Tho trail LOH lanvicd, picked up tho erew of the cdowned aircraft and cone
menced to toake~cff, The LOH was struck several times by enery machinegun
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fire causing the aircraft to erash and burn on impact. An AH-10 from
B Troop attempted to assist the downed crew members and was also shot
down and crashoed, All crew members miracucusly escaped the crashes and
wore scen alive on the pground by other alrcraft in the area, At approx-
irately 1520 howrs the AP and one platoen of D Trocp were inserted in

. an attempt to sccurc ‘tho dovned erows, Numcrous eneny positiens wero

observed by the ground clemants, Atteek helicepters kept continous fire
an the enemy but the ground elements were unablo to reach the downed crew
members, At 1800 hcurs one of the dovned crew merbers was scen near an
opening, During the atterpted pickup the rcscue helicepter sustained
eight hits, wounding the co-pilot in the legs The rescue helicepter ro=-

‘turned to the arca later and picked up cne of the dowmed aviators, At
.. 2000 hours, rescue effertr were aberted and the ground elements were cxe-

tracted, Atterpts to link up with the dowmed aviators were unsuccessful’
due te large enory forces 1n the area.

(339) 3 Mcvember 1969: Coordination was affected with the 23rd
ARWI! Divisien tor a rcaction ferce in an attermpt to reach the erash site,
At 1530 heurs sufficient assets were made aveilable and two cerponies of
the 22nd Ranger Dnttalien were inscried at YU797667 and sterted roving
toward the eraszh site, At 1809 hours, the cnery indticted en attack with anell
armg, suteratic weespens, B-LO reckets and nmortarse All-1Gs from 3 Trecp
sunrorted the centact nlong with airstrikes end artillerye B Trecp gunships
rerained over the unit until weather Jorzed them out in the merninz hours,
An interesting develennent cecurred just pricr to inscriicn of the Ranger
cerprnios, The 3 "‘rcm cormandor renith*cA a radlio 4roaraningien en the B
Trecp fil comnand net of an Eazlish spealting voice szying , "ihat are you
lbccking fer, your pilets are safe in CATOIIALY A olossical typermaiest
pregran followed, then enother transmdssicn in an uninein fereign longuage
was heard, :

(36) b Meverdor 1969: The 22nd Rangor 6 cparics wore wmder moriar
attack, B Trocp earaged the area silencing the mertars, Thrcugheut the
day the ground clcfhents were attackel and re‘\t.acd te be e:ct,racted. The
23rd SRV Divisica Comander ordered the 1-83rd Infantry 2o effect a linke
up and reinferce the beseigzed Ranser ccrnanies but vere atl.cked enrcute,
B Trocp continucd in su‘)pcrt of the iRV elecrents and were credited with

. 15 I(IAO

~(37)..7 Mcverdor 1749: B Triep cenductod TNA ef fovr 3-52 strikes

vicinity *n:sh?o 1ith no sipnificant findings, D Treep (=) was extracted
fren 20 PRANG and breuzht to DAN MB THOUT-EAST to juin the third platoen

- which ms ccnm.ctiﬁg ASP decurity at am 118 TEOUT-ZAST,

(38) 8 teverber 1959: B Trcep supperied 2 unit in ccntact ncar CAP BU
PG, The enery was enzaged reswliing in 3 i’]’J\ and 3 31, Ono a.ircr\.ft
tock ground fire and received three hits,

(39) 11 Neverber 1969: TF FIGHTIR sms dissclved and 1st Srigade,
hth Infantry Divisicn assumed CPCQH of B Troop. ilthcugh OPCAT to
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1st Dripade, hth Infantry Division, B Troop received their missiens from
the 23nd LRVH Division an? uas in general sumort of then. 1dssions ecvn-
ductod for t.h< 1at Brigacde were fow anl invelved troops in contoct, Oper=
ations SPREACGIVS VWHITE cormenced on the 1lthe One adreraft received a «50
caliber round wounling one crewmember cnrovute to BU BilllG on this date,

e OPERATION SPREAGINS \nliTE Significant fctivitlcs.
‘ (1) 11-15 November 1969t Conducted normal Vit vicinity of C/MP
NUC LAP. D Trucp was ruleased to Squalron control on 13 MNevenber amd
roturned to Camp Enari.

(2) 16 Neverber 19693 B Troop provided support for C/NP BU PR
that wasunier o stondeoff attack. A reconnaissance cast of DUC LAP

at 2U0082 1nrgc, c¢hourh to accormndate 250300 inddvicucla.

(3) 19 Novemder 1969: Working cast of BU FL[u'G, B Troop aircra.ft
exared a Large encry foree re,sulting in 12 c¢nomy KIh,

(0 22 weembeor 19691 Aircmft. en(;nged an cnemy force close to

CoBY EFRANG ¢ Wioht enemy were kdlled and scveral bunkors and structurcs were

located.

{s) 2“ Y oveaber 1969t Operating west of DUC LAP the LOMs enzaped
-t aftor recciving pround to adr fire, rosulting in 8 cnemy
Kiis Several bunkers, structurcs and trails werc noted while conducting
sn~velllance south of BAW HE THOUT- ELAST, :

{6) 2L Nevember 1969: Elements were diverted from an srea west
i DUC LLP to provide assistance to a comvey under attack northuest of
CAll 1B THOUT.  Cunships engased the area with unknowm rc.aults.

{7) 261 se:sbor 19693 LOHs k1led one solcier east of DUC LAP.

{8) 27.53> HMovcmber 1969: Weathcr and high winds limited oporaticns.

(9) 14 December 1969 B Troop conducted nomal reconnaissa.nce
sa the vicinity of DUC LAP an:. BU AUIG with no sipgnificant findings.

(10) & December 1969: Two trucks from B Trocp reccived small

_erms fire from the west end of the runway at BiN ME THOUT-DAST. The

acro~-riflc platoon swept the orca with no findings., Ohno individudl from
Headquarters Trocp received a slight wound,

(11) 9 Decermber 19693  Activity was subsiding in the BU PRANG
and DUC LLP arcas, B Troop reccived the mission to conduct V R north of
DUC LAP to determine in the 66th Hegiment had erocesed the border. F or

4
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the noxt three days, ¥ Treep conluctud this mission wvith no siphtings int-
icating meeunt activity.

(12) 12 Docember 1969t South «f 7 PG an’ LOH reecived pround

. to air firo, Firc wns returncd resulting in onc KDL, i .

(13) 13 December 19693 THE AP was {nserted in an arca scveral ,
kilomcters north of DUC LAP to cunfim acrial si htings of cnery activity.

{1L) 15L-18 Deccembor 19693 Weather restircted activitius,

(15) 19 Dccember 19693 VWorkdng to tho cast of DUC L.P, four sam=
pans wre (’cstn'ye& and 3 vnemy KBL also resulted,

(16) 20 Dccw\ber 1909: Opcratdnns northwest of BAN ME THOUT pro=
duced sirns of recent nctivity. One enemy was cn, aed at YUBLOLT3 rusulte
ing in 1 KB4, .

(17) 22 Dccembor 19693 One encmy sclidicr exchanred firc with a
LK, The LOH tock him under fire resulting in 1 cnemy K.

(18) 23 Decomber 1969t B Troop AHP was inscrted into thu arca of
the downed airercft of 2 Nuvember, 411 indicaticns showed the enemy had
not attempted to strip the aireraft. All cquipment, t¢ inclule radics and
ammuniticn, was still prescnt. Onc lmerican bedy anl the s H=10 attack
hcldecopter were recovered, The two LOHS were totally cestruyed éuring the

-erash of 2 lovember,

(19) 23-29 December 1969: Reconnalssance centinued with ne sig-
nificant findings, .

(20) 30 Docerber 1969t B Troop provided sonvoy wseort for the 1st
Brigade move from BAN ME THOUT=EAST to C/MP ENMRI. B Trocp moved overland
and by alr to CAMP EMLKRI and reverted to Squmifon control cn 30 December

__with operation SPRUAGINS VHITE terminating.

12, RESULTS=

8o Eunemy Lossess

e KIA KBA WPNS CIA  WPNS DEST STRUC DEST STRUC DAM HATERIEL DEST

55 61  IxKeL? = 2x,50 61 n 6 bicycles
caliber M3 SR - 29 rice troys
"""" - - . i e e e s x i e e 3 rafts
3 sumns
, »n
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SU3JLCT: Cembat Opercticn After fction lteport
b, ricn'ly Losscs:
(1), KIn: 1 L ss was o result of action on 2 November, One
boly uas recovered vn 23 December and ko ter identificd as om, of the ercw
mxnb»rs that were shot (lown on that day.

(2) CI.’.. 2 intividunls were capbmm‘.«i‘kﬁfﬁhﬁ1}'{6'_}'1&5{[5"&){1 2T
Hoverber an! were returned to U.S, control on 10 December,

(3) MIn: 2 As a nsult or action on 2 Novembere

(b) EQUIP‘E'\II’. 3 adreraft a‘g,stmy(,d

2 - 1OH
13, (C) mmnsm TIVE MATTERS:

3« Supply w2 Class IIIN and Class V were stered at DU PANG SPTCIAL
FORCES CTT} Necause of the weather rcsupply could not always meet the
denand ant operaticns were hampered on occasicns as a result of this cone
citicn.

by Cormundcntions: B Troop performed ruconnalssance in arcas that
were cut of ran. < T FM commnication. £11 limdson perscnnel to include
the one loeated at CAMP OU PRANG were furmished with portable HF radios,
however, the circraft 4in the A0 ¢id not have the ARC=102 (HF) ralios, - B
Troep nale a special effort to keep TASK FORCE FICHTER and 1st Brigale,
hth Infantry Divisicn informued of their activitics, The lgek of cormunie
caticns resuitel in late reports of sipmificant information.

"1k, SPECILYL EQUIPIMIT LND TECHNIWULS: HNo special equipment wes used,
hawevor, 3 Trocd uset o techrmicue that prewved effective, while conlucting
last 1i;ht visual rcccnnaiss'mcc around! B/ ME THOUT. Through cocrdinaticn,
a snall cloment of lational Police was picked up each afternoon and in-
scrted t. question anmy suspiclous individuals ¢bserved by the scouts,

15, ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONSS

as Free vlnril Forces have limdted knowledge of the proper employment
_of an Lir Cavalry Unite

(1) Annlysis: On mmcrous occasions, B ‘rroop was diverted from
a visnal reconncissance mission to support units in ecntact, althourh .
capable of perfcrming this mission thcre is other combat power that sheould

be utilized first 1.e., attack helicopter units, artillery, tactical adr,

ctece To ddvert the air cavalry troop from thelr prinmary mission cf recone
naissance and surveillonce for extendled periods of time reduces the intele
lipence gathering effort,

(2) Recommcndations: That commanders of Free World Ferces and

=
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their Vietnam advisors be made aware of the proper cmployment of air cavalry
to include capabilities and limitations,

be Coordination botween Free World Forces was fair.

(1) Analysist B Troop was called into areas that were "alledgedly" clearcd
for their operation, only to discover air strikcs in progress or friendly units in
_the area. On one occasion, the unit was clcarad into an arva that had recently been

scoded with bomblets. Only through discussion with an Air Force Forward Air
Controller wns this discovered. Coordination between ARVN, MIKE FORCES was SPECIAL
FORCES was difficult at times,

(2) Recormendationss That tactical headquarters be eet.ahlished to contx;ol 212
opcrations in a narticular area in order that subordinato units can effect the
necessary coordinat:lm and fire cmtrol esaent.ial to a tnctiml operation.

ce Reactlons to the sight.ings made by the air cavalry troop werc nd.niml.

. (1) Ovservation: Although B Troop was used in an cconomy of force role, no
action was takcn on their sightings. The ARWN forces were not prepared to react
as cvidenced by the action on 2 November, It took approximately 25 hours to
organize a reaction force, Once committed the Ranger units fought well agninst
overvhelring odds, _ .

(2) Recormencations: That commanders of Free World Forces be prepared to
react with appropriate combat power to sightings made by an aixr cavalry unit.

de Tho use of D Troon (ground cavalry troop) for cxtcnded periods as ASP
guard and ready.rcaction force was poor utilization of a recomnaissance clerente.

(1) Analysist For cver two months the troop remined static in a sccurity
and rcaction forcc roles The effcetive intelligenco gathering capability and
economy of force role of thc uni* was lost during this period.

(2) Recommendations: That the ground cawvalry not be employed in a static

security role. Lf it does becomo nccessary to task the troop with such a mbssiom,
that it be done only for a lirdted period of time,

- ' | S . |
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADWUAKTEKS, 7TH SUUADRON, 1TIH CAVALRY

APO San Francisco 96262 :
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. SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

s Commanding St
17th Combat Aviation Group
AP0 96210

Commanding General
1st Aviation Brigads

APO 96384
Commanding General . - : oy
USARV .
, APO- 96375
T0: Commanding General
MACY

AITN: MiCcJ3L3
APO 96222

1. (U) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation sNTLER ~ Experimental Ranger/Air
Cavalry Operation.

2, (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 16 December 1969 - 23 Jamuary 1970

3, (C) LXCATION: II Corps Tactical Zone; Pleiku and Binh Dinh 'Provir'x:ea 3 Map,
Vietnam 150,000 series = L701L; Sheets 6637 II and IIX, 6636 I and 1V, 6737 II.

and TIT, 6736 I and IV ,
Le (C) COMMAND AND CCNTROL HEADQUARTERS:
a, The overall control of the operation was under the Lth Infantry Division,

bﬁ. The 7th Squadrorn, 17th C&valry vas responsible for mission accomplishment.

RIS m—— - e - 5., mmanm OFFIcms, - [ B T T RE ORI ARSI

17C GEORGE S. MURRY | €0, 7/X7 Cav 16 Dec 69 - 23 Jan 70
MAJ ROMALD G. MAXSON €0, A Trp 7/17 Cav 16 Dec €9 = 23 Jan 70
CPT KIM H. OLMSTEAD CO, K-75 Ranger Co 15 Dec 69 = 23 Jon 70
CPT XENMETH G. LIJLISER . €0, D Trp 7/17 Cav 16 Dec 69 = 23 Jan 70

| : DOMIIGRATED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS
AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
INCLOSURE 5 ‘E?!S'%Ei"“ 4 DOD DIR 5200,10




- awrrago, temperature ranged from 55° at night to 75° during the days. Ccilings and
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6. TASK ORGANIZATION: 7/17th Air Cavalry Squadron (=) consisting of L, O and D
Trons and K-15 Ranger Company.

1. (U) SUPPORTING E’ORCES:

2. hth Intantry Divlaion providcd two UHelH an two attock helleopters om @ e 1

daily basis t¢ ccnduct insertions and extractions of the Ranger teams,

be No artillery was placed DS tc¢ this operation but artillery was wused on s
routino basis against cnemy siphtings. Rusults were unknown.

8, (C) - INTELLIGENCEs The arva targcted was a reconnaissance zeme for the 3rd :
Drigade, Lth manfry Division. No Frceworld Forces had conducted operations inthe . =~~~
area for appruximately thres months. Although trails, overlays and hanl-tarvet .
idsts were availablc from previous operaticns, no fimm intelligence or identity of

cnemy undts was aveilable for the azea. Intelligenee data did indicate that the

1;08th SAPPER B{ITALION conducted a training school scme distance to the north cf the

‘operational boundary. It was also felt that small pgroups were sent south to obtain

Iood and supplics frem the low lands,
a. Cover and Concealment: The terrain throughout the area varied from double

© eanopy Jungle to sparscly wooded areas, One abandoned tea plantation was centered in

the arca of operation., Cover and concealment favored the encmy during aerial
reconnaissance affording them good observation points throughout the area,

be Obstacles: Thc arca contained no obstacles to foot movement. HMovement in
the jungle terrzin was slow but possible, Due to the nature of this operation, hi-
speced, well used trails were used and the Ranper tcams selected their observation
points along thcse trails, There were two large rivers in the arca that precluded
vheel vehiéle mevement, This hamered D Troop (ground cavalry troop) in their
operationk, This wos overcome by utilizing them in an aimwobile role,

. Ce Observation; In the jungle arcas, observation favored ncither the friendly
nor the enemy clements, In the relatively open areas, observation favored the Ranpur
elcments, The encmy could be sighted from the Rangers concealed positions and combat
power brought to bear on thom,

d. Veathcr: Weather was good cxcept for occasjonal high winds., Humidity wes

visibility werec unlimitcd with the exception of two or three days.

9. MISSION: The primory mission was to gathcr intclligcmc within the arca with a
secondary p se to determine the feasibility of plceing LONG RANGE RECCNNATSS..NCE
PATROLS (LRRP) GPCOM. to an air savalry unit, to develop techniquus, and to idontify
problem arcase

10, CONCEPT OF °RATION: This conccpt was to employ LRRP teams in an 10 to develop e

intelTigunce, A this is the basic function of air cavalry, the LHRP teams cdded depth
to this cffort and provided another collection aguncy. In addition, the rapid
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itghitines thet was provided by the air cavalry units greatly

boane in porforming their missions By coordinaiing the cffort,

be umployed in arcas adjacent to vhere i Troop was conducting
and D I'roop uns conducting ground reconnaissancce This technique
tooms to observe or ambush, as anpropriate, wy one attumpting te

by R — . S SO

el
s Lth Div FR.G 0 127-69 (U)
£ Crders:  Effective 16 Decumber 1969, ‘the K75 }mngur Co (~) wes

tional control of the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry. Prior ccordine
plited and the first cight tuams were deployed in the [0 on the 16tk

t Lctivitics:

(1) 1 Dcccmj

(2) 18 Heeem
returned firc widl

cr:  elpght teams were inscrtod in the 1O,

cr: Lt 0BLS hours, on: team was ungaged with small armms. Thoe teon
M-16 ond frogmentation greandes. 4 Troop, working in an adjacent

£0 was diverted ohd vns on station ot 0852, Secuts from 4 Troop attempted to locatc
the enwry forec. ’I.t 0955, the acro-rifle platoon was inscrtcd along with onc platocn

£241cd to locate
srbush or cbscrvat

(3) 19 Ducemt
ruspaited and was|
six enury snldicrs
nlntoons of D Troo

be found. Two wc[hr.
cxrracted, lcavl.:iqfiftmn trams in the 0.

(k) 20 Decen
two morc sightings
respended and tees

- the scouts obsc:rvj(;

rlatoen was insert

" of D'Troop to conduct a ground scarch of the arca. A thorough sweep. of the arca -

he enemy. At the end of th. doy cleven teams were wither in
1on positions, ’ ) i

cre L LaRP tcam spotted 20 ¢nomy soldicrs at 0850 hours. L Troop
ovirhcad within cight minutese, The enemy could not be fixed, however
vere sighted 3 kilometers awaye. The fero riflc platoon and two

p were inscrtod to scarch the arca but the cnemy coldicrs could nct
n wore detrined. Scven more LRRP teams wore inscrted and three’

r: The same LARP team that had a sighting on 19 Dscember had

of 15 and 19 cnemy soldicrs walking by their position, A Trecp
unable t¢ £ix the cnemy. The tcam was thon oxtreetcd and scen aftir
d ond engaged two cnemy resulting in two £L.. The acre rifle :
«d in an attempt to make contact on the ground with ne resulis,

Thirteen teams remained cperational 'in the ficlde 1

(5) 21 December: L LRRP tcam watching a trzil observed four individuals ~nl -

spr-ag »n cmbushd
in extraction wnd
plishid. ERight te

Pcur rucksocks centaining misecllancous documents were eapturcd,
nade s that irmediate poadeut of the decumente eould be nceun-
ams vere extracted and six werc inscrted for o total of 13 weass in

the /0. Onc of th. tcams inscrtcd hed the mission of ustoblishing an ambush in the
vicinity of the sightings con 20 Deccember.

~(6) 22 Deec

r: . LLRP team moving inte pesition to obscrve s trodl at

ERO21L32 spotted |threc ia'ividuals, EUstablishing a hasty ambush, thcy weunded two
VC anl capturced one clen with on AK-L7 and two rucksacks. & Troop ARP's were
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inscrted and swept the arva, with negative nosults. Lt 1820, the (itPs w re diverted
to assist the ambush toam inscrted on 21 ecember, The LIKP ambuch initiated
*-contact killing three VS/iVG, eaptured one WT=49, cne [K-hiT, an! two rucksickse _ .

it 1828, 1 Truecp attack holicopters wire cn steticn snd provided cever for the
withdrawnl ef the LRRP ambush to an IZ, The toams vere oextractud at 1915 hours by
use of ropu laddirse

(7) 23 Sucembert i Troop workud the LRRP contact arvas of 22 Decombere  The
séouts idlled 2 VL. The kills were confirmcd by the acre riflc platecn which had
been inscrted in the rrea,

(8) 2L Dccpr_nbur: A1l teams were withdfawn frcm the 1.0 for the ccasc fire poriode
T (9) 26 cembur: The toams were phascd back into the 40 with six tcams being -
inscrtede

(J.O) 27 Docerber: 4Lt 1826 » 8 IHRP Team indtiated erntact with an unimewn size '
enemy forcce. & Trrop renctad and were on station at 1847, 4t 1912 the LHP
tcm had swept the arcs, confirmed vne enery KIA and captured 1 AK-47 and rucksncks

(1) 28-31' Dcecmber: .Thc teams were phascd out of the [0 in preparaticn for
operation WYNE THRUST vicindity of /n Khao,

{12) 2.23 January: 7/17 Cav (=) amd K=75 fangur Co (=) were placed DS to 1st
Brip-lc, Lth Inf Div suoncrting OPER.TION VYNZ 1HRUST, The cuordinated operction
wxperieneut curdng the puriod 16-31 Decembor was locking during this operation. The
adreraft to confuct the insertions and cxtractirns came from acscis allucated to the
brigadu. Due tc hipher pricrity rmissions the airerift were not always availeble when
requircd, This resulted in the teams not being inserted prior te the mancuver
clonents resulting in the loss of valuable intclligence information. Duc tc the
crplerent of the egrcund trcops the prepesed lecation of the tcams were changed several
timcs nceessitating necddess reconnalssance missions and further deleying thoir ome
ployrent. The squadroun was assigned highoer priority missions naking support to the |
" teans loss respensive, This resulted in the cnemy normally evading before the squacre:
coul? react, On 23 Jaonuary thc teams were releaeed frem OPCON to the squacron and
plaecd in dircet support of the twe brigales., .

‘a, Test Phase: 16 Decermber = 31 Deccrber 1969 | |

(1) Encmrzb » W
(a) KL.: 8

(b) In: 2

(c) Dctainces: 2
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(¢) cL.: 1
(v) Woapins 'nd Equi ment: 16" Jdocuments, HS: 9, sK-L7: 3, MT-W9: 1,

SR (2)—Fricnly: —Nene o o e
b. CPERLTION NI TBUST: 2 Jrnuary - 23 Jenuary 1970
(1) Emry: Monc |
(2) Friendly L WIA frem punji stake woundse

c, GEMERAL CC!-!I-EM'S: Durinr the teat nmse, int.. rdiction of hiphway 19
virtually cedscly From 211 indicaticrs enemy mornle was lovared considerebly.
Constant surveillance wis present in the arca twenty=four hours a tqgye. What was
thought tc be an arca fre of encny forces was frund © be quite active, Llmst
vvery major trail in the arca was being observed, The enemy was foreud ti cease
noverknt or risk Jeteeticn, Much intelligence was gained from the operaticne The
nost significant risult cf this operation was the "¢t rmdnation that LRRP/Cavalry
eperaticns arc highly succcssful when givux the ]At.itude and previded thc. asscte
to pcrfcm thce mission, :

s SPECIIL EQUIPMENT /3D TECHUTQUES:

) ae The entirc operation can dbe classu'io.d as o spceial techniques The ranger -
effort nugmented the noml air cavdlry functicns of recconnaissance and surveillanccs

Cov The cavalry complermcntod the ranger activity by rapidly reacting o sightinge, ‘
R reinforeing ard cxpleitation when mecessary. .

P ’ : b, By employing all assets, i.c. the ground cavalry trccp in the portiun of tho
! o AD that was trafficablc, the alr cavalry in rupged terrain and the LRRP teams trrpotcd
o on trails, a thoroush coverage of the arca was cobtaincd. The average daylipht
rcac ien of the air cavalry treep was five mimxtcsf Lt night, thc trocp could rcact
within 25 minuteos,. ’

¢e The ARP was uscd on onu ozcasion to reinfarce a LRRP team. The ARP wes
later extracted and the LRRP tcam cstoblished an anbushe Approxinately an hour aftcr
the ARP was extract.cu, the LRRP team sprang the ar u.;h Idlling one encmy and
capturing an AK-h7 and rucksack.

1, ANAIYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

a, Opcrzoticns of this nature should bo used in areas wherc nmﬁca ihtclligcnce
GJd.StS. . : ) ‘ : .

(1) Anzlysist Prior to this cperaticn, cnly & hard target list and trail
overlays were gradlablo cf the i0. No known enemy units were identified in the arca
and the arca was thought to be vold of enemy aotividy, By saturation of the aren
with LRRP. teams, much intelligence was gained, the interdicticn of Righway 29
virtually ceased, and cnemy supply lines to the lowlands were disrupted.
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lpt.r*tims ean be utilised t¢ sercen lario
apgainst known chemy cone
r the test phase measurod tdrteen kilometors
varying from thick, mcuatainous Jungle to
he arce was effectively screuned and encrmy

uuLnr'.ers cungider this method of empleyment tc
screen large arccs, froeing maneuver |elements to ecncentrats on kncwn cnemy forces,’

¢, Uso cf II'.IIP/M:? Cavalry tc Troceéd & medjor cperaticns

(1) Annlysis: Althcugh nct teited by .thie unit, LARP/aAir Cavalry cpcrations

in & designated crec prior to majcr éffensive opuraticns is a valid ermplcyment,
By emplcying LiRP. teama ¢c target anfarea, excellent intelligence data can be

cbtained, Commanders must realise t#nt 18 may toke three tc five days to cevelep
en area adequately, Using eir cavalry tc ecnduct recunnaissance in the erea before ‘

cumencement ¢ the (peraticn would make meximum utilizaticn of air and pground
assets as targots cculd be fully develuped.

{2) Recammen-’aticnss That con&nnders having IRRP/Air Cnvalry zsscts use
thesb valuable Intclligence gothering elements in conjuncticn with each cther
to achieve modrmum utilization of buth units,
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‘ ATCRAFT MATLIT HAIC v
‘ W v g g
. 1, (C) ircraft Streupth as of 31 J~u 1970:
Crr-b AR-1G H-1H TOTAL
UNIT Zuth/ASG Auth/ASG Auth/ASG Auth/ASG
HQ TROOP ~ amescee==  =meeee—e 7/5 8/5
aAmoce  10/8 979 - 8/8° - /%%
B TROOP w0/9 " $/9 ‘ 8/8 21/
¢ TROOP ap/‘é.'~ 979 8/ 8 27/ &3
TOTAL. _— ' S )
2. (C) Avorage “Arcraft ivailabllity by Trocp By Type Adrcraft 1 iov 69 « 31 Jan ' ‘
T0: ] .
UNTT ou-bn AH-10 18
W . : 85¢ OR
. . 1% NORS
_ , 14,2 NORM
A TROCP 724 OR © 784 (R 704 R
S% HORS . L% NGRS L% NCRS
23% NORM 187 NORM 263 NORM
B TROOP 904 CR 744 OR 77% (R
. 2% HORS 5¢ NORS 5% NCRS
‘ 88 NORM 21 NORM 18¢ NCRM
C TROOP 827 R 75¢ OR 1% R
2% HCRS 24 NCRS 3¢ NORS
169 NORM . 23% NGRM 20% HORM
Inclosure 8 W " DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
_ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
n noD DIR 5200.10
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Opéfatiﬁdil‘RF?GFF“?_E?SSBﬁS‘t?E?“GdT’NQ;‘?th"Squﬂatoﬂ;*l?th‘Cavalry

Poxperics vn ot 1orc eogamed fo counterinsuryency operat ions. 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70.

S OENMS 1y NATES Fys0 of ropurt and ins hoaive dotos)

S A0 feer @i Ss .qu naew o Sl Inithel, (881 naae)

CO, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry

T eee Nt e 1e 1OTAL NO OF PacES Im NO GF REFS

10 February 1970 o 50 ‘

- “HITMAC Y DM GRANT N0 BE LMIGINATOR'S RESOH Y MUMBE WiS)

8 PROLEC Y NO . 701132

N/A ;
'3 _I.- OIMF R NEBORT NOIY (Any ather numbers that may be wasigned
. Wis regart) .
o+

10 AT IIBUTION STATEMENT .

1 SUSPLIMENTARY wOTRS 12 OMSONING MILITARY ACTIVITEY

N/A ) OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
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