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[EPAKT-ENT OF THE ARMY ,
HEALQUARTFRS, 3D rPIGADE, JTH INFANTRD DIVISICN
AFO SAN FRANCISCO 96371

Y I S N L

Orerational Report-—Lesssons Learned of 3d Bripide, GtLE inferty:
Divieion, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-6% (K2} (1}

Cormanding Censral, 25th Infantry Division, ATTN: . AVDC-ME, APC $€225
Cumanding Cersral, United States Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHOC-DST, ARC 0677«
Commanding General, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GFUP-DT, ARO 9€757

t. {C) Opersgtions: Significart Activities
s- (C) Introduction:

(1) During the reporting period, 1 November 1969 - 31 Jamary 1970,
the 3d Brigade, 9tk Infantry Division continued operations in Long An
fvcvince ard tle border areas of the four adjacent provinces; Hau Nehia,
Gia Dinh, Dirh Tuong and Xien Tuong. The brigade headouarters remained
at Tan An, o '

{2) The 3d Brigade, Gth Infantry Division was involved in combat
operations every day (92) of tris reporting period. There were two (2)
twenty-four (24L) hour cease fires during this reporting period; 241800H-
2918COH December 1969 and 311800 December 1965 - O11800F January 1970
fnly base defense opsrations were corducted during these two periods

{3) Buring this reporting period, the 3¢ Brigade, 9th Infamtry Divis-
ion participuted in Operation Toan Thang (Phase IV). The obiective of
Cperation Toan Thang IV (Complete Victory) is to seek cut the ermmy with
comtined operations to prevent his employment of men ard eculpwent

b (C) Organiration:

(1) The 3d Brigade, 9tk Infantry Division was organised as a Separ:te
Lieht Infantry Brigade on 20 July 1969. Under the provisions of USAPV T
2134, dated 6 July 1969, effective 20 July 1969, the following units w .~
1ssigned to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Divieion:
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COMFIDENTIAL

AVBB-MH 1 Februarv 1970
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report--Lesesons Learned of 3d Brigede, 9t} Infantry:
Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

j‘
§
|

uNTT OFf W B AT -
HNC, 3d Brigeds, 9th Infantry Division W0 & 155 2 '
24 Battalion, 47th Infartry (Mechanized) L 2 85 907 ,
6th Battalicn, 31st In?:amry 13 2 &5 920 ,
X Battalion, 6Cth Inf’Mry L3 2 &5 920
Sth Battalion, 60th Infantry B 2 ers 920 ;
o Battnlion, Lth Field Artillery 52 3 spé 6L _ . i
39th Chemical Detachmmmb v s o
19th Public Information Detachmert 2 3 5
19th Military History Detaclment 1 1 2
264th Field ‘Artillery Detachment (Rgdar) 1 7 g
45th Infantry Flatcon (Scout Dog) 1 27 28
United States Army Air Cushion Vehicle Platoon 2 33 35

(2) Additionally, the following units were provisionally organized ard
assigned to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division under the provisions cf
USARV Q0 2434, dated & July 1969, effective 20 July 1969:

uNIT OFF AC W ENL ACG
Composite Service Support Battalion 41 1 9 190 <L
(Pmov) '
Headquarters and Headquarters ‘
Detactwert (Prov) 12 1 53 66
Compary A (Prov) 12 -3 17 92
Cospany B (Prov) . | 9 5 18, 198
' Company Cr(Prrov') ' 8 1 ' 76 PVSV -
Inclosure . 2
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AVSR-MF t February 1970
SUBJFCT. Operational Report--Lessons Learned of ﬁd Brigade, 9tr Infantry
Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-&%¢ (R2) (U)

Engl'mer Company (Prov) 5 16C €5
Sjanal Company (Prov) | 3 ] 99 102
Military Police Platoon (Prov)’ 1 30 L0
MPC-4 Radar Detactment (Prov) 1 a 9
In.fnptry Platoon (Combat Tracker) (Prov) 10 10
Compuny, Infamtry (Ranger) (Prov) 2 , 59 61
Military Intslligence Detactmert (Prov) 9 2 2i 32 |

(3) Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3¢ Brigade, 9tt Infantry
Division, provisionally reorganized during the period 20 July 1969 to
1 October 1969 under the provisions of USARV Q0 2134, dated 6 July 1969,
was reorganized under the provisions of USARPAC GO 705, dated 2L Sertertar
1969, effective % October 1969. The unit was org#nized under MTCE 77-1C2T
€AC 2/68  Stren p authorization remained the same,

(L) Due to tha aircraft conriguration (four LOH's amd four I'H-1H's) a
sixtsen man asugmentation to the Eripade Aviation ?ection is authorired urder
MTOE 77-102T .

(5) On 20 July 1969, operational comtrol of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infartry
Division was given to the Commarding Ceneral, II FFORCFV, who in turn placed
the 3d Brigade urder the operationa.l conmtrol of the Cormanding Ceneral, 2tth
Infantry Division.

(6) Effective 1 October 1969, USARPAC GO 705,j dated 2i, Sertember 19¢9,
granted authority to activate amd organize tne following units with manning
strengths as irdicgted: .

iy OFF W BN a0
56th Signal Ccmpany ; 3 9¢ 102
57151'. Bngimér Company | 5 160 1658
99th CS Support Battallon w2 9 193 s
483d Military Police Platoon St 39 0

Inclosure ' 3
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CONFIDENTIAL.

AViB ¥ H ' 1 Fatruary 1970
SUBJECT: Cperatio-al RKepurt--lessund Learred of 3d Friga'e, Gth Infantry
: Division, Period Endirg 31 January 1970, RCS CSFUR-£5 (R2) (1)

65th Infantry Detactmert (Combat Tracker) 10 10
Company E, 75th Infamtry (Ranger} 2 LR '
493d Military Intelligence Detachment 9 2 1 3z
276th Artillery Detachment (Radar) 1 g9 ’

(7) Effective t October 1969, USARV (0 LL37, dated 15 Decemter 19€9G, y
further assigred unite (reference paragraph (6) above) from USARV to the ' Y
3d Brigade, 9th Infamtry Diviaion, with no change to authorized manning ;
strengths :

(8) Organtzation Structure - Inclosure 1

" (9) Task Organization and Unit Locations - Inclosure 2

(10) Roster of Key Personnel - Inclosure 3

(11) Brigade TAOI - Incloswe 4

c- {(C) Persorrel amd Admintstration

(1) Maintenance of Unit Strength During ttis reporting period the
3d Brigade experienced a general reduction in enlisted strength as a result
of the effort to reach the asuttorized strength level. Alttoupk rore replsce-
merts were received during this period, the bripade experiemnced much grester
losses, thus permitting “he reduction in strength During the pericd rany
2f the remaining persorml from the Sth Infantry Division who had elected
to remain in Vietnam completed their tours ard returned tc CCNUC, thereby
contributing to the lowering of unit strength In comtrast to the rerersl
reduction in enlisted strength, officer ard warrant officer strengths shkew -~
a slight increase, Comrissioned officer strength averaged zbout 1057 while
warramt officer strength averspged about 102% for the rariod. Casualty
figures for this period were slightly lower than last period, Inclosures
5 and 6 depict Brigade Strength, Replacements, Rotatees and Casuslties for
the reporting period.

(2) Personmsl ard Manpower Managewert .

(a) Reenlistment: 1. During the last mont! of the reporting pericd
thore way a decline in the nurber of fi~st term reenlistwents. This can be
attributed to two main factors: Many individuals who would have reenlisted

[y
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVPRB-MH 7 1 February 3970
SUBJECT: Operational Report--Lessons Learned of 3d Brigade, 9th Tntantry
Division, Period Tmding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFCR-65 {(RI) (U1)

in Jenuary, reanlisted in Decerber to take acvantawe of lesve during Chilot-
wag; speculation about redeployment hag caused a mmbsr of [erscrmel to puat
off reanlistirng fur other units in Vietnan because they want to go home with
" tle 3d Brigade.

2. Continued emphasis by the bripgade's full-time career councclors le
beirg placed on giving information about Army career orportunities to the
individual soldier.

3. In addition, several projects were developed to irprove cormard

irterest in the reenlistnert program at all levels., These include a reen-

listment newsletter nrew being distributed monthly and a Department of the
Army Fact Sheet describing redeployment criteria which wasg distributed to
each soldier in the bripade in crder to reduce the arount of speculatlon
about redeployment amd possible curtailment of Vietnam tours.

L. PFirst Term Reenlistment statistics are listed in Inclosure 7,

(b) During the period, two major projects were corpleted:

1. The AG Records Manapement team visited each unit in the Lripads
and assisted each assigred individual in updating the information in kis
DA Form 201 File,

2. The AC Strength Management team visited each unit in the brigade
and assisted unit clerks in correcting ard updating vnit strengtt reports,

(3) Developrent and Maintenance of Morale,
(a) Special Services Activities,
1. The following USO shows were provided‘ during the period:
The Tony Diamord USQO Show
Roxing Champions Handsh&ke Tour
Tom Tulley Handshake Tour
The New Christy Minstrels and Sally Blair USO Show

The Holiday Soul Special USO Show
'Johnr\y Crant Handshake Tour

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

SRINNT e Orerarionel heport--leswons Loarred of 3d Bripsde, 9th T-farmtry
Division, Prried Erding 3t Jammary 1$70, RCS CSFCR-65 (R2) (1)
fhe Fille o " "0 Show
The Dean Davliys & Paula Stief!' USO Show

2, Rest and Recupersgtion (R & R) Allocations and Utilization:

OUT-OFCOUNTRY November Decerter Januarv
Allocations . 152 | 503 . 396
Wiited 511 - L9 s
Percentage - . 113% 99% 112
IN-COUNTRY - November Decerber January
|  Allocations 118 , , 181' , i
Utilized 118 “ 1 181
Percerntage 100% . 100% 10C%
3. 'Speciai Services Movies:
Nunber Shown ) Atterdance
November ‘ 702 ;23,901
December B X | 2i., 429
Januely 761 29,312
Total - 2,252 79,9L2

(b) Postal Activities.

1, During the period, APO 96371 received the annual postal inspection
ard, on a rating system of Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory, was given a
Satisfactory rating.

2, The following statistics indicate the amount of busireqs corducted
by AFO 96371 during the reporting period: . ,

6
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AVBE-MH 1 February 1970
SIRJECT: Operstional Report--lessons Learned of 3d Brigade, 9th Irfartry
Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFCR-€5 (k2) (U)

Moverber  Decerber  Jamuery

g Money Order Sales $256,572.C2 $239,891,39 £137,359 38
Stamp Sales 0§ 7,602,00  $10,L76.00 & 5,711.C0

' ¥ail Received 269,362 1bs 294,221 1ba 101,672 1bs
Mail Dispatched LLy396 1bs 76,535 1bs 50,39 ibs

3. All postal activities increased greatly during this pericd due to
the Thanksglvirg, Christras ard New Yoars holidays. ‘

(c) Awards and Decorations, Awards presentsd to 3d Brigsde rersonnel
sppeared to increass greatly esince the last period; however, this iz actuvally
due to the establishment of the Brigade AG Awaids and Decorations . Section -
and the stgbilization of the awards processing system after the cdisruptiwe
effects of the 9th Civision redeployment during the previous period., Awards
presented during ttds period are listed in Inclosure 8,

(d) Chaplain Activities,

Y

1. In Fovember, chapels were completed at Ten Tru ard Can Civot.
2. Two rew chaplains joired the brigade during tte penod, ore Prwt"-
terian and the other Baptist,

- 3. Nunerous special services were ccondncted at Thanxksgiving and C‘mriﬁf-
mas at all of the 3d Brigade base camps.

4o Total services for the period were L11 with attendance of 7902,

(¢) Surgeon Activities, During this reporting period, thre Brigcnde
Surgeonis Office has taken steps to improve its cansbility of detecting
parasitic diseases such as malaria ard has also coordinated with tte Oth
Medical Laboratory for support in drvg sensitivity testing of re sistant
straine of VD~causing bacteria. A program has been initiated tc assist
in tuberculosis screening for tre Vietnamese National Pelice Forces.
Statistics on significart medical cases durdrg tre pericd are presented
in Inclosure 9. In genersl the figures are much higrer than tlese of tle
previous period. This is explained by tre fact thrat reporting nrcc&dure»
have stablized nows after tte initial disruption caused by the redeplowvne.
of tte 9th Divis. on and tte formation of the 3d Br!gade as a sevarate bx-i,zso’sm
As a result of this, more ccmplete and accurate reports were received during
tto current reporting peried,

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

)0 3=¥H 1 Febroary 197¢
LUBINCT: Jorraticral Report--Les-cns Learmd of 3d Brigwde, Gth Infartry
Division, Period Emding 3t January 1970, RCS C3FCR-65 (R2) (U)

(£) Fiuance Activitiea. The Brigade Fincnce Section nas corvirued
to proviue complete financial services throughout tils reporcing period
Quriy; the period the following sigrificant activities also occurred:

J. A1l the MIC series 661 which had been taken out of circulation ia
August 1969, was verified and destroyed,

2+ W-2 Forms for all members of tte command were prepared ard placec
1 vach irdividual's Finance Records,

L) aintenance of Discipline, Law amd Order,
(a) Frovost Marshal.

Y. During the period the Military Police cortinued to conduct joirt
potrols 4ith the Vietnamese Military Police and National Police. This has
vUe2n e be a very effective means of maintaining good raprort with Viet-
i»ese authorities and also provides a pood image of mutusl ccoperstion t:
tive Vietiamese citizena,

2. Continued emphasis has been placed on marijuana suppression, The
Cr fuinal Investigation Section conducts lectures for all replacemer: —er-
sonrel and has given guidance to the Brigade Drug Suprression Cenmivtcee,
% well as to commanders and senior NCO's.

3+ 3Statistics or offenses cormitted during the reporting period are
listed 1n Inclosure 10, Traffic Accidents are listed in Inclosure 11,

(b) Staff Judge Adwocate,

1. During the reporting period the following numter amd tvpes of cruoto-
martial wre processed ard tried:

1 Surmary Court-Martial
L7 Special Courts-Martial

1 GCereral Court-Martial

3 Special Courts-Martial authorized to ivrm--

Bad Conduct Discharge

2. During the period the SJA reviewed 30L Nonjudicial Punishmerts
urder the provisions of Article 15, UCMJ, against personnel as follow::

. 8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AT t Yerrunry 70

WBJFCT: Upesrastional Report--lLessors Learned of 3d Brigsde, 9th Irfamry
Division, Period Emding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFCGR-65 (Rz) (1)

63 Enlisted Persormnsl, grade E-5 and above
24t Enlisted Personrrel, grade E~L and below

2  [urine tle peric? Lhe SJA alwc hamuled lersi matters, suchk ae,
wills, powers >f gteormey, citizenship, tuaxey, civil suits, and courselin,
A perscearel secureed or suspectied of arirrinal acts

(8} Healqriartess Commaniant Activitics. during the reperting pericd
vte 3d Srigade has had four different cfficers as Feadararters Conmardant

{a) Security Burkers on the perimeter rave been reirnforced amd 1in
some cases, rebullt. Chain link fence has been secured and is “eins in-
stalled as protection agaimt B-AO rockets. New primary ard alterrate
claymore positions have been established and the comround has heen rinped
with chain linx fence. The perimeter lights have been relocat<d and arddi-
.tional lights added soc as to glve the puards greater ficlds of visiorn
forward of the wire at night.

(b) Sanitation. New drainape svstems have been constructed to dratn
stamding sater off the compound and fill has beer brought in t¢ fi11 i
depressions, thus preverting the accunulation of stagnant water Latrime
facilities have been relocated and strinpenmt measures tave Leen taken b
insure the rapid elimination of waste material and the 4a"1. rieairir, JF

latrines,

(¢) Foads in the headquarters urca have been regraded, filled in with
reck amd seeled ir order Lo keep dust to a minimum during the dry sesson
arc eliminate «rosion during the monscon seasor

¢ (C) Intelligence:
(1) Discussion:

(a) General: Enemy activity against US Forces in Long An Province
during this reporting period continved at a l~w level. .he Donp Y.ar
Cffensive in mid-November wa. directer mainly at GUN elerents with a
moderate high point occurring between 6 Movember and 9 Novemter. Cereral.:.
: ' enemy forces engaged in scattered, low level attacks by fire against 1=
lated targets of opportunity and concerntrated on disrupting the GUM Pazif!.
zation Program The eremy has placed greater emphasis on sanier tactics
a3 shown by the formation of the K7 NVA Sapper BRattalion, 1st Imd N2
Regiment which is composed of trree sapper companies and a head. usrte-:

9
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CONFIDENTIAL ;]

AVBEH ’ ! Fekrusty 1570
SUWBJ*CT: Operational leport--l.essons Learmed of 3d Rr!pade, 9tk Infantrv
Division, Period ¥nding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) ()

section Throughout tte province, tim jack of effective rear service
support has hampsred enemy capabilitiews severly. Main force units have
received only scattured replacements ard have difficulty recruitirg Aehin
t'e province. To couvnter this reality, tho enemy nay rave conhired * .o
maln force unite into one as nhown by the possitle murrer of the 7€ MF
Battalion with the 1st Long An MF Rattalion ir Can Givoc District Lleen?
force companied are alsc lacking replacemerts and resr service surport.
Thees ccmpanies are mainly servinz as local aecurity amd corro-liaiscn -
replacemernts from Cambodia. : :

(b) November: Activity during the month of Novembar was }!yFldphtec
by a plunned ersmy mid-November offensive known as N<Uavy In acdditior, a
PW from thw 18t Ind . NVA Regiment spoke of the Dong Xuan Offensive whlet
. was to start on 6 November and to last three momths. FKowsver, the of’ensive
was of low intensity as the ememy corducted attacks by fire directed apairst
scattered RF, PF and ARVN units., The ememy launched twenty-two at' -ckn by
fire against CVN elements from 6 November to 9 November,

On 14 Nobember, vic xs7u6z.9. A/6=31st Int contacted the enery resulting
in ten NVA XIA. Documents captured in the ares idenmtified the VI Section,
SR3, and the 520 F¥ Battalion,

On 15 November, vic XS602594, D/6-31st Inf and A/2-L7th Inf engaged .
the eramy resulting in seven NVA KIA, Captured documents identified ths
%6 NVA Battalion, tst Ind. NVA Regiment.

On 19 November, vic XSL7LE30, Recon/6-31st Inf working with ACV'as
fourd a cache containing 357 pounds of TNT, 30 82mm mortar rourds, 72 RPG-2
rounds, 74 rifle grenades, 160 Chicom grenades, 5000 AK-47 rounds, £2 22mm
mortar fuzes and 100 blasting caps.

In a scattered contact on 28 = 30 Nevember, vic XSé6858, 2-47th In?

- ongaged the ersmy resulting in- 18 ememy KIA and four prisomers. The PWs
stated that two ald stations had besn destroyed in the comtact. Also,
captured in the contact area were large amourts of food, medical supplies,
documents ard other goods. The PWe identified the £3'!3 Chau Thanh LFC: (22
Medical Company, fst Ind NV/. Rogiment; and the Minh Phuoc Medical Sectinr.

- {e¢) December: Eremy initisted activity reached a low poirt durinpg the
month of December, Enemy activity wae characterized by limited attasckse by
fire ard harassing actions. Direct contact wdth US or ARVN forces was
avoided as the ersmy remained dispersed. Th» main emphasis of eremy rctivi-
ty was foocused on the GVN Pacification Program and isolated RP/FP cutposts.

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AV2D-MH I February 1970
SUBJSCT: COperatlonal Report—lessons Learmed of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantr
Division, Feriod Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFCR-65 (R2) (U

. On 12 December, vic X5598590, Ranger Team 21 contacted the enemy result-
ing in ore enemy KIA. The contact comtinued with é-31st Inf, 3-17th Cav and
Navy gunships resulting in 20 additional eremy KIAs, four Y -54 pistols, Lwo
MK~478, one cumplete 1027 Chicem radio, one K=63 racic aid mlccellareous
docunents captured, and one Hoi Chanh who rallied for the C20 Signal CecrPany,
tst Ind. NVA Regiment, Documents taken from a KIA identified tre ist Imd,
NVA Reginent Ordnance Section. These documerts gave the strenpsths and
weapons rostors of the infantry battalions of the regiment ard sore rurprt
corpanrics.

(¢! Jaruary: Durinz the morth of Janvery, there wss norewhal of «u
increagso in eremy aotivity The emeny attewpted to resupply maln forsc
units a:d the !st Ind NUA Reginent in preparstion for a nessible Tet 07 %ena- .
sive beginning in early February. Cererally, llmited attacks by fire,
harassrent and anti-pacificaticn operaticns continued rt apreeximsiely tto
same lewl as during the provious renths ol the reporting periced. The wost
significart cortact wazs the identification of a rew sapper battalicn of tre

1st Ind. NVA hegiment.
(2) Enemy Order of Battle:

(2) Hecapitulation: Durinpg this rerorting reriod, VI/NVA vorbal effec-
tiveness cortinued to dceteriorate. The enemy's rear service wss scwmrly
‘restricted, resulting in critically low strengths of many VC,/NVA uniiz, As
a result, the ist Ird., NVA Regiment, despite its own manpower problema, of
recessity became the dominate enemy force in Long An Province. ALl main
force units remained dispersed, estensibly to wait for reinforcements ard
to avoid contacts that would further drain their strengths and surplies,
Local fcrce conpanies, also crirpled by low strength, were used as guides
and as eccurity forces for the main force battalicns and 1st Ird. NVA
Regirent. units. ) '

The 6th MF Battalion of SR2 was identified in a contact on 5 Decerber,
vic X5636914, resulting in four enemy KIA and two FWs. Arother PW, N-uven
Van Bay, C2 Commanding Officer who was captured on 3 Januery, vic XSé85817,
b7 B/3~17th Cav revealed that his battalion was almost erclusively VA,
Bay was apparently made a corbsany conmander sciely because he wag u merber
of the Communist Party, He had o knowledge of his battalion's AD ror did
he have ary experience with maps. .

The 302 MF Battalion remaired in Ba Thu, Cambodia amd has rerained out
of significant centacts sirce 3 Aupust 1969, ' On 20 Jamuary a rallicr iden-
tified the battalion, althtough he had nct seen his unit sirce Msreh 196G,

1
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBB-MH ! February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report--lessons Learned of 3d Bripade, 9th Infantry
Divicion, Period Emdirg 31 January 1970, RCS CSFCR-65 (H2) (U)

The st Ind, NVA Regiment to accomplish poals set within its area of
opergtion was forced to taske over almost all offensive actions in iSHB To
help accorrlish this end, the K7 NVA Sapper Battalion wes organized in Ra
Thu, Carzbtodia during July 1969 and was infilitrated sonetime in 33 fall
of 196%. The new sapper battalicn was not identified in a comtasct until
12 January when Rocon/é-<31st Inf captured ore PW vie XS599593, ThHe PW -
stated that the K7 Battalion is corposed of three ccmpanies; the G2¢ C
Compary which operates with tte X5 Inf Battalion, vic XS855968, C25 B
Company which operates with the K6 NVA Battalion, vic XS5.60, €25 |A Com=
pany whith overstes with the K4 Battelion, vie XS6568, and a headquarters
section. vic XS6260,

The 211 Sapper MF Battalion was identified only once during tte report-
ing perind when B & Recon/6-31st Inf captured documents on 27 January, vie
XS710646. In gereral, the subordinate companies of tre 21! Sapper Battalion
remaired dispersed 1.n an effort to qonserve strength,

The 25%MF Batt alion was engaved in a series of small but draining
cortacts. The lack of men becrme so critical that sometime to vard’s thas
erd of 1909, the 265 MF Battalion may have been absorted by the Long
An MF Battalion. The 1st Long An MF Battalion along with the zd ng in,
Battalion arnd the Dong Phu Battalion remained dispersed awaiting rbirv'orce-
ments arc supplies., The 1st Long An MF Battalion in particular repartedly
has not received supplies since October 1969, |‘

The 520 MF Eattalion at the beginning of t!‘e reporting period yas ore
of tre strongest battalions in SR3; although it had only 175 men, ' At pres-
ent it hes no more than 50 members as indicated by a PW captured by 118tk
AKC on 13 January, vie XS732647. Repeated contacts in tle momt} of Decem=-
ber accounted for most of tte loss of men,

Mmost all identification of lccal foree companies came from ralliers
who reported low strength and illness in treir umits, Cenerally, lecal
force companies have been relegated to guiding main forece units along
lines of communication, emplacing bcroby traps, and ccrducting local
security. i i

During the months of Decemver and January, there has been a mai'ked

decrease 1n the mmber of enemy initiated inciderics, This may be an attempt

on the part of tre eremy to concerve his forces while he tries to rearm
armd strengthen bis forces for offersive oporations sometime just prior to
and/or just after Tet 1970, Documents, PWs ard agent reports have all
indicated that elements of tte 1st Ind, NVA Regiment have been acsigned
the mission of attacking key US and GVN outposts in this coming highpoint .
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Of special significance is the new K7 NVA Saprer Battzlion. This 1s further
indication of the eromy's policy of causing as much darape on frierdly
forces as possible while exposing himeelf to a minimum extert .

(b) Current Holdings:

ugT STRENGTR  DATE LOCATICN CCORD
st NVA Regt. 910 NVA
Kl NVA Bn 150 NVA' 23 Jan PW  RKastern Rach Yien IS 667
K5 NVA Ba 150 NVA 10 Jan IC  Tan Tru XS5 5670
Ké NVA Bn 150 NVA 14 Jan Doc Binh Phuoc XS 6060
K7 NVA Sepper Bn 190 WVA 26 Jan Doc Rach Kien, Tan Tru & Rinh
: Phuoc
Main Pores Pu's

_ Dong Pha MF Bn 64 YC/NVA . 25 Jan Doc Western Can flvoc XS 2073
Long An City Force 23 YC/WVA 30 Sep B  Fastern Binh Phuoe XS .61
st Long An XF Bn 100 WC/MVA 23 Jan PW  EBastern Can Ciuoe IS5 Pop2
2l Long An ¥? Bn 70 WC/NVA 21 Jan PW  Western Can Gluvoc XS 797
3d Arty MP Bn 50 C/NVA 19 Jan IO Dispersed in SR3
éth P Bn 140 WC/NVA 3 Jan PW  Duc Foa XS €590
211th Sepper NF B 120 W/NVA 27 Jan Doe Dispersed in SP3
265th NP Bn 50 W/MVA 20 Dec PW Eastern Can Gluce XS @66l
308th NP Bn 110 /NVA 20 Jan IC  Ba Tho, Cambodia
520th KF Bn LO YC/NVA 13 Jan PW  Western Cam Duoc s 7362

cal Force Com

Ci Ben Thu ﬁ 25 /R 1 ¥ay U Southern Ben Lue s sery
€2 Ben Tha LFC 28 /N8 8 Jun EZ  Southeast Thu Thua XS 07!
C1 Can Duoe LFC - 2 YC/NVA 14 Jan KC Central Can Duoe XS 7662
€2 Can Duoe L¥C 12 %/WVA 3 Jan IC Central Rach Fien IS 7270
C! Can Gluoc LFC 10 W /NvA 7 Nov Doc Western Can Cluoe IS 7671
‘C2 Tan Tru LIC 15 WC/RVA 13 Nov Hf  Southern Tan Tru XS 6963

€313 Chau Thank L¥C . 22 W/XVA 30 Mov PW Northern Birh Phooe XS €458
€314 Tan Tru LFC 14 YC/NVA 9 Jan IC Certral Tan Tru XS 6364

(3) Discvasion of Premy Techniques and Tactics:

During the reparting period, ensmy initiated activity remained ot a
low 1swal of intensity, The month of December ard the first weex of Jamr
&y wre particularly charscterised by vary few agrressive ememy sctions.

Ths low lewl of emsmy Smitisted activity ecomtinued to reflsct tim
emmuy’s objectives of continuing only stard-off sttacks by fire of a low
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-AVBB-MH
SUBJECT:

itermity aimed primarily at isclated CVN outpoats and poorly defsnded
hamlets. His tendency to avuld comtzet 1s a function of his inability to
resupply ard recruit psw members. US and GVN interdictory opsrations have
placed tremendous pressure on the ememy's logistical and infiltratior rovtes,.
forcing him to conserve his resources.

In addition, the eremy is gradually losing his numerous hiding places
ard sscurity of ris limnss of comrunicatior as the pacifizatior effort spre.l.
tlhroughout the province. He can ccnsider but few places free to conceal
himself from the ever increasing numbers of GVN forces as outposts are beiny
built in areas once considered ememy controlled. As a result, he has .
adoepted the concept of increased sapper operations which inwlve only »
few personnel exposed at a time ‘o recon, plan and comduct attacka while
ths main body remains dispuraed

Thiy sort of sapper activity wa: demonstrated effectively by an atte:
c¢r the 1an Tru Districy Artillery Corpourd on 15 November involving an
extimated syuad of sappurs. They entered the compound through the wire,
killed several ARVY soldiers, destroyed the fire coordimation cemter amd
ons artillery plece before being killed themselves. The concentration on
sapper. operations is further reflected by the presence of the mewly organ-
ized K7 NVA Sapper Battalion, ist Ind. NVA Regimemt,

(4) Recapitulstion of Ersmy Losses:

NC VEMBER DYCYVBER JANUARY
KIA 3e7 357 338
Detainees 108 T 1
PW 13 12 12

1 3 4

C/S Wpns 4 2 7
S/1. vpns &7 75 64
HE Ammo 375 2 60 -
Mirss 197 v 68 59
Crain 045 Ton 3.54 Ton ,015 Ton
Sampans 8 [ 13
Structures 20 16 11
Burkers 22 353

(5) Imtelligence Sources ard Assets:

(a) Significamt Activities and Mew Techniques in the Area of Counter-

intelligence:

1,
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1. The Courmterintelligence Section (CIS) in keeping with its basic :
mission, employed during the reporting period six coded sources, four on-
post informants (located at Tan An Main Base and Tan An Airfield) and three ‘
casual sources for the reporting of intellipence, The sources employed by ]
the CIS preduced 186 reports during the reporting period, These reports
resulted in 81 enemy KIA, one FW, eight detainees, 15 pournds of docimernts
and a quantity of enemy equipment, including the following:

10 K4P's 1 M16 15 pourds of medical surplies
6 K54%s 1 M1 30 Chicom prenades

1 SKS 2 Chicom radios 20 pounds of docurerts, HNVA

1 RFG MG web gear

2, Copies of all reporta have been furnished to S2, 3d Brigade, 9th ,
Infartry Diviaton, 2-4th Artillery, amd E Company, 75th Infartry (Ranger), i
These units, or units umer their control have provided the comhat response ’

to inteliigence reports,

o Dudng this reporting period, €IS initiated close cooperation with
the S5, 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Through coordination with the
S5 office, the CIS has been informed of all ICAP missions of tte 3d Brigpade,
The CIS hus provided Special Ageit and Interpreter personnel for support of
ICAF missions, As a resuit, CIS has been solicited for supggestions on modi-
fications in ICAP procedures which would maximize the intelligence gathering
potentiala of such missions., These suggestions will, It is armicipated, '
result in incressed production of imtelligence from this area, In January,
€IS employed its first Tiger Scout., Working exclusivaly for CIS, the Scout
has led combat unitis against intelligence tarpets, The results of ttis rew
program have been most gratifying. In two such strikes guided bv Lre CIS
Tiger Scout, elements of the 2-47th Inf mroduced 12 eremy KIA;, two VCI
elimingted amd quantities of weapons, documents ard medical supplies
confiscated, In g further effort to aid the effectiveress of corbat
responses to imtelligence reports, the CIS has; where applicable; provided
a coded source, accompanied by a special agent, to flyin the C & C heli.~»
copter during strikes, This technique precludes compromise of either source
or special agesmt arnd neither are in the area of conflict, The preserce of
the source ard special agent in an advisory capacity to the cormsnder ras
produced excellent results, Cooperation with the 525th MI Section in Long
An Provinze has provided valuable verification of CIS reports ard on occae
sion, supplemental information, Liaison with the advisors to the Vietnamese
Natioral Poliece, ard through them with 0SA amd MSS personnel has ptrovided
CIS with other extremely useful source information, CoOperation has also
been established with US Navy Intelligence and SEAL Teaus located at Dlern
Luc. The t4th ARVN MI has continued to work very closely with CIS, Mutual
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excharge of information has snhanced *lro functioning of botl crperizations.
(b} The Frisorer Interrogation Section:

During tte reportirg period, thte I™W Secticon processed a total of 250
detaineos. Cf ttls total, 123 were classifled Inrocent Civilians, 69 were
c¢lassified Civil Deferdart, 37 were classified Pwo and 21 were classified
as Hol Charhs. In addition, the section processed 112 batches of captured
documents of which elght were of significant tactical value ard approximately
80% contained information useful to Order of Bsttle. At tre ssme time,
approximately 650 pourds of captured material, consisting primarily of
captured weapons, clothing and equipment were processed.

(é) Sipriffcant Activities and New Techniques in the Ares of Aerial
Reconnaissance:

. (a) The Imagery Interpretation Section, consistent with its basic
mission, acccmplished the following during the reporting period: 77 aerial
photographic missions were received amd plotted, From ttese missions a
total of 34 photo interpretation reports were prepared ard disseminated,

A total of 65 hied Haze sorties were received, read out, ard their results
disseminated. Also 65 airborrne Sensor Interpretation reports were rrevared
ard dissemirated. In response to srecific requests, the II Section prepared
five phcto masaics, 16 special targeting overlays, ore trazil overlay, dis-
trituted five photo enlargments of base camps, and flew two aerial photo
missions, . )

(b) Thirty-four photographic missions have been cut and packaped with
fia1d plots for dissemination to 3d Brigade units,

(¢) During the reporting period, the II Section assumed responsibility

for photo planning and requesting. All brigade units and separate or attacted

units subnit their requests for aerial protograrhy through S2 Air (Bce) to
the IZ Section or directly to the II Section, The II Section then prepares
a formal photo request amd forwards it to G2 Air, II FFORCEV where it is
assigned to eith2r an Air Force or Army flying unit,

(7) Weatker and Terrain:
During the reporting period, the weather changed from wet, morsoon

corditions to the dry season. As the flooded plains dry, both ereny omd
friendly forces are able to ccmluct more extensive grourd movement,
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As the paddies dry amd the walcr table lowsrs, more hiding ;iaces iec.cre
accepsible to the enemy, and he is uble to make more effective vre of b rhy
traps. This countered by the ability of friendiy urits to cordu-t i.rper
field operations without beinz plagved as muck by immersion foet -~ b
increasing mechanized operations. Also with a decrcase in rcistiure - res
a correspurding decrease in early morniny fog which significamtly i~rr. s
the capabllity for night and early morning airrobile operations

(8) Ensmy Capablilities, Vulneratilities and Possible Ccvrse of Act'i.r:
(a} The eremy has the capability to:

1. CTorduet attacks cn Province and District seats, ctler oot |
and military installations.

£ Torduct brief attacks by fire, hide lis eauiprent, and withdraw
{rom the area prior to employment of courter-mortar teeckni-ves

3. Torduct attacks by fire en! harassrent on to'ms, villapez, Farlevr,
ocutposts and other inctallations.

]

L. Corduct sniper and terrorists attacks on key tridges, :ood:, 7

rrolects and population areas.

Dafend base areas and positions with local security ‘orces s’ re’e-
force wdtihin a four kilometer area. i

6 LUisperse major units inmto platcor and s-uad size elenerts
7. withdraw and disperse casily. ’

£ sage political and psycholoricai warfare on tle populszce ard heid
control .f any area where tnere 1a no frierdly aecurity at night .

(b) Ti:e enemy is vulierable to:
1. Loss of support of the populatior.
2. Fri Ely superior artillesy -2 air power,

int iction of the L0Ts and losas of cached supplies.

Disclosure or capture of attack plan.

Al
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fetection by friemdly surweillance devices.
6. A breakdown in his infrastructure by arpressive alied actions.

21 A lack of corba® effective troops arr! a low morale due to heavy
casualties and descrtivrny.

8. A loscs of logistical suf)port whic! has resulted in a lack of food
and medicine making him vulmerable to hunger, disease, and corplication of
wourds,

(¢) From all apprarances it seems the enemy will direct kis main effort
towards countering the Pacification Program and concemtrate on saprer technl-
ques as opposed to larper unit t.actics,

(9) New Techniques:

Intellipgence reports and PW readouts have indicated t*at erery moverert
during the hcurs of darkness along lines of cormunicatinn wis beinp conduct.
by widely dispersed ;roups T was appareat that resupply and replaceme st
was beinz conducted in this manrer, especially In rreparation fcr Tet 7C,
and that large scale night onerations were not effectively interdicting
eremy movemert  Consecuently, 65% of the brigade's oierations were comiuct-
ed at night during the reporting period, concentrating on tre techni~ve of
saturation ambushes. Forces were deployed in squad to half platoon sire
ambush patrols rroviding exterded area coverage. Tris technisve ras rroven
effective in interdictirz rght movement as indicated in a dozument carturad
by Recon/6-31st Inf on 12 Jaruary, in which a member of the headcuarters
elemert, tst Imd NV, Regiment reiates the "Enemy" situation Sub Rerion 3:

"The enery ~ompietely comtrols {{this area)) in the daytime;
row he gradually exercises control at nipght..,.. Before, the
enemy usually moved out with a large persornel strength; now,
his personnel strength is small He also dares in darkness
to lard one or two aircraft to set vp an ambush arainzt us...
Now, at some places in our operational area, tte evremy» » .«
learned that we dare rot operate in the davtime, so he
relaxes during the daytime and begins to move o.t at muebt-
fall., He tries to> avoid our attacks and also sets up armbushes
to obstruct our lines of communications. Our men run awav
when they meet the enemy." (Ref: CNTC Bul No. 29,i£0)

(1) Techniques of Radar Employment:
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Luring the reporting period, Brirzic Ground S:rweillance Racar op o~z
sively prrsuved tle brigace pollcey of offensive radar cpzratinaa  Tlc eips
organic AN/FPS-5 radars and ome direct swrport ANATPS-2% :adar cetector
LL70 sightings res:dting in €56 artillery fire rissicns incliirp iYliwir -
tion sfor troop insertions ‘

Fecase of the period of operations, 1900 to G500 hours, artillery fire
on radar detected targets is unobserved. The results of the fire are unsh-
tainable until first light, hcurs after the fire ras ceased, and after the
ereny ras had a chance to remove or hide any bodies. Thre ina-{litv tn
assess radar by numbers killed does not alter the fact tfit radar hae effe--
tively denied the enemy regularly used lines of cormunicatic.. Tris was

tmessed by the marked shift in routes followinpg radar erplore. v st sever-
locations in the Flain of Heeds .ith fire .- prort tases. Fe'lowire + o =ador
Placement at FSB 5Shiloh, FIR Gettysbury and T Marassas gfter ‘use oeor v
periods of operation, alrtorne sensor patterns detected a roiinestia oV~
in activity to areas outside the effective range of radur coverage.

In addition to the nightime tarpet scguistion and LOC irteriictio-n,
Ground Surveillance Radar has been effectively employed to accurstely lscate
friendly units for artillery conmtrol and to aid ACV's in navipation in the
Plain of Reeds where otherwise it would hawe been extremely difficult and
"time consuming. ‘

T

e, ' ) Operations: | 'gl o

.. Ry
(1) During the reporting pericd the 3d Prigade, 9ta Infamtry DMivicis~
entered Phase IV of Cperation Toan Trang. The 3d Bripade accourted fir 90
ersmy killed, 37 prisoners of war ard 21 Hoi Chanhks while jarticit+tirp ip
this operation during the reporting period The brigade comd:cted offer:. ve
cperations in Long An Province with four maneuver battalions: Z-L7tLF Inf
(Mech), 2-60th Inf, 5-60th Inf, ard 6é-31st Inf.

{(2) The l2vel of ememy activity in Long An Province comtinued at s
reduced lewel, and the Cormunists continuved to avoid decisive ergarerernts
with brigade forces,

(3) Airmobile operatioms during the day ard saturation ambuah ratrols
at night continued to be the brigade's principle tactics for keeping the
eremy on the defensive. The percentzge of ensmy eliminated at night curds--
thia ,eporting perind is somewhat lower tran in the previors reried 7t e
felt that this is primarily a result of the techrigue of caturatinp rr o-en
with many small smbush patrols. When this technijue was initia;;; e cner
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the erery oli .Inated at nigh L. . . significant incresse; however, *he
the enemy has heer forced "0 ruvovajuate his activities durirg the hrurs of
darkness as hla man~uv-r capabilities have been effectively diminished,

(4) The brigaue cuniinues to conduct combined o-eratiocrs at the oplirum
level, The effectiveness of these operations is eV .enced by the fact that
GVN Forces in Long An Province are preducing bette results, Tecnhnicel
aspedts of such techniques as radar employment, duffel bag employment und
monitoring, etc. will bes stressed in future operations and training progrers

to assist the GVN Forces in total victnamization.

(5) Combat Operations:

(a) On 090201 November Ranger Team 17 was insertad vic XS &)06;2-cn a
radar sighting ¢f five personnel, At 0250 hours the team engsged three
eneny resulting in one Communist KIA (BC) and ons AK-47 captured. .t C30C
hours the team engaged thrse mors enemy resulting in two Commmnists KIla
(BC) and two AK-47's capttured, Om 151100 November elemsnts of 1/6-31st
Inf were inserted vic XS 602591 in reaction to a Yellow Jacket rerort, _
They engared two enemy resulting in two Commnists KIA (BC), That evening
A/2-/7th Inf esteblished AP's in the area, At 2200 hours A Co engaged a
rei: gorcad squad of enemy with artillery firing {llumination and HE in
sup 1. A sweep ip the morming revealed results of six Commnists KBA
(BC) credited to artillery and five Commnists KIA (BC) credited to 4/2-47th
Inf. On 19 November Recon/é-31at Inf, working with the 4CV's in the Flain
of Reeds found a cache i: the vic 35 474830, The cache congisted of 72
B-40 rounds, 74 rifle grenades, 30 82pm mortar rounds, 357 pounds of TNT,
160 Chicon gronades, 5000 rounds of .\K-47 ammunition, 100 blasting caps
and 82 82mm mo-tar fuses. That svening a Hanger Team from £/75th Inf
(Runger) was inserted at the cache site as a stay behind patrol, At 0025
hcurs ths team engaged three enemy resulting in three Commmnists KIA (BC),
two sampans destroyed, 48 B-40 rounds, 20 containers of anii-tarnk grenades
and miscellanecus equipment captured, At 261615 November B/2.60th Ief
mde contact with an wnkmown size enemy force vie XS 542583, with negative
results, A false estraction of th-- B Co element was made, and the unit
estarlished AF's in the contact area. At 1840 hours the unit made ccntact
vith a squad of ensmy. Alr cavalry, artillery and Night Hawk wero in sup-
pwit, At 2000 hours cuntact broke resulting in seven Cormmnists KI: (BC;,
one AK-47 captured and one prisoner apprshended. At 281610 November
Recon/2-47th Inf made contact with an unknown sigze enemy force vie e
68058C, Airtillery and ari cavalry wers in support, At 1635 hours Hecon
engaged 2nd k11lrd two communists KIA (BC' and captured two AK-47's, ,
Contact broke at 1700 hours, and Recon es.ablished AP's in the area, The
following day at 0905 hcurs, Recon discovered an enemy bare camp, capturing
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nuperocus supp.i.s and destroying & bunker .nd tunne: comy ex L.ntinuing

the sweep thrungh the arma . ~47th Inf f.unc tiree Commumists KB/ (Bl crec-
ited tc artillery, csptured two small arns wea: ons and caytured two (riacmere,
At 1910 hours five mare bodies wure found, credited three Ccommuniste K12

(BC, to Recun anc two Comsuniats KB: (BC) oredited to B/3-17%h Cav.

(b) .r 02C5CS Lecember wic %S 360875 Recon/6-3 st Inf, w rking wit:

the ACV's engaged eppr xims?:'y s.even enemy yersocmusl. Negative return
fire was received, and & wo%equent sweep st daylight revealed resu.its of
five Sosmaniste KX~ (EC) e 072.15 Lagember ous Ranger Tesm frcm E/754r
Inf (Ranger) was insertad an & wadar s!ghting vie IS 864703. The tasm
 engaged six to eight persamel reswliing in £~1 Comamdists KI' (BC). On
120745 December a Ranger Team ocnducting parssset operations was inaerted
on an .nte’ligencs targst four kilomsters MAW of Binh Phuoc, vie X 598590,
The tlex immedistely eatablished contact with the enemy and engeged and
kilied ~me “cusmnist XI14 (BC). E/3~171b Cav ,umshipa were in sopjort and
capsged . more epemy owading. [/6-31et Inf, tie cirrovile ecmuny for
the day, was divested from pre;.zanped $argets t¢ the contact arel, and the
f.reét olement was inaserted «t 0845 haurs. The Ranger Tean, fter cu turing
t*ree 60mm mortar counds and twc K-54 pistcls., wes extracted fr nm the :rea,
- Lt (0957 bhours a B/3 17 Cav LuH, working with the grounc elements, received
several runds of smull arms fire resylting in five hits t. the adrereft
anc ane US WIA (obeerver)., Approximately 1000 hours Nevy Seawo ves and
Black Ponies were on atation to support the eontaet. B/3-17th Cav gunshirs,
AHC junsrips and artillery were slsc in su;rort. Ccnteaet ccntinued through-
out the day and broke at 2030 hours. BResults of the opewsticn wers 28 Com-

mmists KI4 (BC), eleven mmal]l arms saptured, cme prisoner cartur d, two
" Chjeom radios czptured {onme MIOZE and K&3), and mmmercus documents
eaptured. Locument revealed that the enemy farce ccneisted of elements
of the regimentsl signal sur- ort unit for the 1=t Ind. NV: Regiment. Friend-
iy c.sualties were %uwo US Ki. and five US WIA. On 141245 December elements
of B/2-60th Inf were :cirmobile insertsd vie IS 736648. During the insertions
the 1. 8th AHC gmanskips sngaged and killed seven Campunists KB. (BC), At 1315
hours B Co reesived mniper fire resulting in one US WIA. 4t 1600 hours B Co
gained and maintained contact with the epemy force., Contact brcke at 900
hours with 17 additional Comunists KIA (BC), eight amsll arms, 18 NVA buck
cacks, ssven B-i0 roamc, oms mortar sight and one pound of documents cap-
tured. Friendly czsualties -ere one US KIA ano four US WIA At 212745
Decepber Recan/2-47th Inf caxe in ccntaet with an enewmy platoonm in the viein-
ity of the right Mouse Zar (XS 698559), Fire was Teturned with orgenic
wearons, anc artillery, air eavalry, Night Hawk and Shadow airersft were
in surport of the ground elemmnts., Additicmad 2-47th Inf e¢lements wore
inserted to the acrth of the contact ares {o act as & blocking force as
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sporadic contact continueu throughout the night . At 220200 December tle
contact area was swept revealing enemy losses of eleven Cormunists XIA (BC)
(seven for 2-4L7th Inf, three for B/3-17th Cav ard one for artillery), three
AK=47's, twenty 200 foot rolls of electrical wire and miscellanecus docimerts
captured. At 231930 December vic XS7137L5 CRIP/5-60th Inf erpaged a rein-

"~ forred squad of Cammuniats with artillery and air cavalry ir suprort

Contact broke at 2020 hours but was reestablished at CLO »ours as aireraft
in the area drew enemy fire, Sporadic contact continued umtil 220C rours.

At 2205 hours the Raider platoon, at a nearby AP, engaped two Cormunists
evading from the cortact area resulting in two Communists ¥IA (PC). A sweep
of the contact area the following morning revesled sdditional enemy losses
of eight Comunists KIA (BC) credited to CRIP platoon. At 2621L3 December
C/2-47th Inf engaged a reinforced squad of Comrunists in the vicinity of the
Rach Tam Tu Canal (XS634586) Artillery fired illumination ard HE in survort.
Contact broke at 2220 hours resulting in five Cormunists KB2 (BEC) for artil-
lery and five Cormunists XKIA (BEC) for C Co.

(¢) On 02023C January B/é-3ist Inf engaged four Corrnnists vie YS31P€3
resulting in four Communists KIA (BC). During a daylight sweep the B Co
element engaged an additional three Comrunists re-ultirpg in three Corrunists
KIA (BC). The aweep also preduced six AK-)7'a rap.ured sand fcur sarpars
destroyed., On : January a B/3-17th Cav LOK on . .R spctted one Corrunist
evading vic XS685217. The Cormunist wes ricked up and returrec to Tar An
where it was revealed that he was a Local Force Corrary Cormarder On 120R50
January Rangur Team 17 was inserted vic XS59P590, the site of a sigrificamt
contact on 12 December 1969. B/3~17th Cav in support engaged and killed twc
Cormunists XB! (EC). The Rangers sustained two US WIA from a comrard detc-
nated booby trap. Elements of the é-31st Inf, who furnished the airmobile
company Jor the day. was diverted to the contzct area, amd elememts of D (o
arc Recon platoon were inserted at C9u5 hcurs At 1000 hours a B/3-i7tt
Cav LCH received ground fire resulting in ore US WIA ard slight derage tco
the aircraft. D Co sustained three US WIA from a grenade booby trar with
trip wire at 1010 hours. Artillery was fired imtc the area, and Reccn
platoocn fourd one Communist ¥BA (BC). The B/3-!7th Cav LCH returned on
ststion at 1030 hours ard was shot down by ersmy srall arms fire, destroy-
ing the aircraft and seriously wourding tre pilot, D Co fourd twc Corrunists
KBs (BC) credited tc B/3-17th Cav and one AK-L7. Contact continued t'rcuph-
cut thke morning, amd at 1325 hours D Co sustained cne U3 XKIA from mnsrct :
wourds. Oround elements were pul ed back, ard artillery, N:wy src R/2-

Cav gunships ard Tac Air saturated the area wit» fires. Reccen platcen

swept the contact area and found five Comrmunists KBA (BG), four for .rtlliery
and one for B/3-17tr Cav. They also cartured two prisoners ard twe sroll
arms weapons. D Co was pulled out of the area, amd A Co inserted tc =ot

" up blocking pocitions to prevert tle enemy from escaring. Throuphuwt tre
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night Tac Af{r and artillery zontimued placing fire in the con'nct area, The
following morning A Co and Fkscon platoon swept the contact ares, firdi ¢ 26
additicnal Communists XIA (L), one prisoner, three AK-47's and ten pounds
of medical suppliss cuptured., At 261210 Jamary vic XS 710630 two LOH!'s

and a Cobra gumship from B/3-17th Cav were conducting a VR of a propsed
airmobile target when all three aircraft received ground fire, cach su-tain-
ing two hits with negautive casualties and minor demsge t., the aireraft,
6-31st Inf, vho ™Mrr’~ved the airmobile company for the day, immediately
reaponded by {nserting B Co int> the area, Recon/6-31st Inf wme already

or th ground {r .he {feinity of the taryet area and swept towards the B g
elemsnts. it 1320 hours B/3-17th Ca» runships engagsd and killed twn r-p-
munists KBA (BC) evading. Recon platoon and B Co matintain speradic coutact
vith the enemy throughout the day with artillery, Tac Air and air cavalrv
in support. At 1600 hours lecon platoon sustained on US WIA from gunshot
vounds, and shortly tharafter, D Co engaged and killed tv Communists

'KIA (BC) evading. DBoth é-31st Inf elements established Al's in tre contact
area that evening with artille v and Tac Air contiruing f.res into the area.
At 2050 hours B Co found one K!C launcher mmd destroyed five buniers, wille
8°' the same tims nsarb:, Recor »latoon engaged and killed one Communist Ki.
[B7) evading. The following morning, while sweeping the contact area, 2 Co
e.caged and killed one Comrunist KIA (BC), At 0740 hours Recon found one
AK=47, 4t 1000 hours the Recon platoon found two iK~47's, one Ka54 pistol,
five APG rounds, a smull quantity of small arms ammunition and miscellaneous
documents and equipment. While continuing their sweep, B Co found two
Communists KBA (BC) credited to the Air Force at 1000 Hours, ’hortly there

after, the asame «lowcnt fount o or Commvindels "BA (°C) crndited five t- the
Mr Foree and fi-. '- a-tfM) oy n L7 Jinvary Rager Teem 17 -sichiic af
an ambush patrol vi: & S15799 wftar heiny .oserted by CV's, .t 1940 hou:
the tecr engugel four enemy rer:ltin: in four Commingsts £14 (BC) and one

U slightly wound-d. .rtillery support-4 with illumination fire: ~nd the
Rengers swept the contact area capturing four homemr.de radio receivers,
four NV: “ack packs, one K-47 -nd miscellanecus clothes and documents,
Tre toaums ws extracted at 2010 hours,

(6) Combat Stuti:zties - Inclosure 13,
(7' Commat Cupprest dotivitios: ,
(s) Lrtillery .uppo-t:

"o ctillery avpport for the 34 fricnde durlng this reporting rorie’
cortipn=" ta te ooy 0 by the 12 Battnlion, 4th 1017 Arti)lerr, the
croonle dirvact Mo WD omy tettailon, Bett oy Aoon IrLovr B, iR

)
Hattalinn, 42d Field artillery vith micsions of gene-21 support -rvierit

LY
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of fires to the 2d Battaliom, 4th Meld Artillery contimmsd to provide
mediuve artillery support in the 3d Brigade TAOI. Heavy artillery support
provided by an element of the 7th Battalion, 8th Piald Artillery was with-
drawn, A summary of the total missions and rounds fired are provided as

Inclosure 14.

2, Significant operational activities of the 2d &tulion, 4th Meld
Artillery i{s attached as Inclasure 20,

() Helicopter Gunship Support:

1. During the reporting period Troop B/3-17th Cav was in direct sapport
of the 3d Brigade, providing an average of ten armed helicopters per day,
This support sonsisted of four AG.1G Cobra gunships, three OH-6A LOHs, and
three UH~1H alicks on & daily basis, Missions included support for 3d
Brigade units 1n contact, aerial displacement of supplies, people sniffer
operations, defoliation iissions, screening and hlocking operations, aerial
reconmaissance, Rangsr insertions, Ranger para.kaet flights and Ranger extrace.
tions. While in support of the 3d Brigade during this reporting period
B/3=17th Cav flew £048.3 hours and accounted for 105 VC KDA (DC),

2. The 3d Brigade elemmta also received gunships from the US Navy

located at Ben Luc, Dinh Thoy, and Nha Be, The US Navy supported elemants

of the 3d Brigade on a mission basis with a light fire team (LFT),

(¢) Tactical Air Support: A chart reflecting ordmance expended and
results obtained by Tac A{r in support of 3d Brigade units attached as _ -
Inclosure 15, :

(d) Strategic Air Support: There were mo B52 strikes ecnducted in
support of the 3d Brigade during the reporting period.

£f.  (C) Imaining:

(1) During the reporting period the following training was conducted
within the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division:

(a) Replacement Training,
(b) Battalion Refresher Training.
(e) In.country Specialized Training,

2
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(2) Hoplacrmeat truining conslsted of five days of orienmtation and
fetens! ficctraining 1: many of the skills necessary to prepare an individ-
ual tu. .ombat duty in Vietnam, Tha "Go Devil Academy”, a provisiomal
organization within this cossanc’, conducted all replacement training during
this periocd, .4dl/ti-nal land & .juired during October 1969 was put into use
in mid-Noventer as a truinirg a.ea for patrolling, hooby traps, water safety
replacement perscnnel truining during the reportirg ;orlod:

T vt

Ly LEE L
Novambar 24 276
December 18 659
Janmry &l 679
TOTAL 86 1,614

(3) Battalion refresher training continued to be conducted by all sut-
ordinate maneuver units of thi. ccmmand. The primary emphasis was placed
on training replacement perasonnel in these subjects of interest to the
Battalion Commander, By contimious training and command supervision, all
replacement personnel are given periodic prartival training in combat
related subjects. Commnders ars required to conduc. such training to
give practical experience to these replacement personnel w.u have been
trained in a non-combat MOS,

(4) The Brigade Sniper Training Program continued to produce highly
qualified snipers for employment throurhout long An Province. All brigude
snipers wers tgained at the 25th Infantry Division Sniper Jchool located
at Cu Chi, RVN. During the roporting period a total of 21 personpel were
trained as snipers. Additionally, snipers accounted for 81 enemy elimin-
ated in long in Province during the period. A total of 79 idlle were
attained ae mgnt utili-ing a starlight scope. The brigade sniper program
will continue to accelerate as selscted personnel ars properly trained and
utllized during all operations,

(5) Personnel from all battalions and separate compani-s have been
sent to the following courses offered at Cu Chi, RVN:

(a) Generator Operator Course,

(b) Generator Operator Supervisors Courss,

25
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(¢) Small Arms Course.

(d) Mesa Management.

(e) Explosives and Demolitions Courss,
(£) Helicopter load Preparation Courss.
(g) Combat Leadership Course,

(6) In addition, personnel have been sent to the 1st Signal Brigade
for technical ipastruction on redar, signal communications and audio-visual
classes, Qualified persomel contimue to attend the MACV Recondo School at
Mha Trang and the Phoenix Oriemtation Course at Vung Tau,

(7) This headquarters has condvcted specialized training in Generator
Maintenance, PLL, and Demolitions at the "Go Devil Academy” and units.
utiliging instructors from out-of-brigade rescurces. This enables a great-
er mumber of personnel to attend and in the case of the Generator Operator
and Maintenance Course, emhance training by utilizing local equipment

8. (C) logistica:

(1) General: (a) The logistical missiom of providing plamning, guld-
ance and support for all organic and attached units of the 3d Brigade, 9th
Infantry Division was accomplished by the Brigade Si during the yeporting
reriod, The major tactical unita supported were five land based battalions,

(b) During the reporting period, a forward element of the Brigade 54
was attached to a Brigade Task Force located at FSB Gettysturg to coordinate
the logisticla requirements of the T=-+ Force,

(2) Supply: (a) 3d Brigade units drew supplies for the 99th CS Support
Battalion located at Tan An Airfield on a supply point distritutiom basis,
Undt distrilation of all classes of suppllies was provided to FSB Gettysburg,

(b) A =mall rearm/refuelipoint for helicopters was established at Fui
Gettysburg to allow greater f’lrs‘ bility in operations.

(e} A water point waa rlnp ¢itablished at FSB Gettysturg to provide
potable water for the Task Force

{3) Maintenance: (a) 9? h CS Support Battalion, 56th Signal Company

- and ST1st Engineer Company received the armual CMMI during the reporting
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period. It wes dotermined that maintenaﬁcs contect teams should be formed to
provide assistance and advice to brigade units,

(b) FRoadside spot checks and inforral inspections were conducted by B
Company, 99th C5 Support Battalion, throughout the period. The spot checks,
together wvith continwous command emphasls on vehicular maintensance, have
’ ’ resulted in a lo w deadline rate in s t areas. Generator deadline continues
| to be one of the high~v areuss, due to comtsnt operation, but increased
: emphasis has reduced this somevhat.,

(4) Transportaticn: Orgenic trensportation was adequate to mect limited
tactical and most administrative requirementc, However, in the latter part
of the pordod (Decerbet=ganuary) non-organic transportation was relied on
heavily to suppo rt FiB Gettysburg., CH=A7 sorties for this purpose aversged
4-6 per day., These sortie: were obteined for the 25th Infentry Livision,
48th Trensportation Group previded beckup truck support when ¢:ginlic trense
portation vas insdequete. )

‘h, (C) Psychologicrl Operstions and Civil Affairs:

(1) Psych.olbgical Cperations: .

(a) The 3d Brigade PSYUPS effort comtimmed to support the Lobg An
Province Facification and Deve. Developrent Program. The objectives of [ESYOPS
during the period have been: S .

1. Quick reaction broadcasts and leaflet drops to exploit enery person-
nel- and equirmrent losses and perdlshable intelligence Information.

2+ To convince the civilien ;npnlation that the pacification and
development program is an expression of the response of the GUN to the needs

of the people.
2, To ereats dissention VC and WVA by exploiting personality differacces.,

‘—0
4+ Dtilization of the “anily Tree program to “create dissention between
higher and lower level cf commend.

(b) The contined use of FSYOF3 during 21l combat operstions is being
emphasized, Combat unite are giving the enexy a more o n chance to Chien
Hoi rather than to be killed 4in his hole or btunker.

(c) Major thrmea curing the reporting period were: Chieu Hoi, Family Tree,
GVN image, VIP, Tet, surrender/scare hardship, health end senitation, pest

control, and pacificatlon,
CONFIDENTIAL
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(d) Suniary of :3Y(. L activiticu:

LCUTS: FAKFR ELFLITS
QuICK
TYPE MISSICH  HCULS — TARGETS {UIBE TARGETS RL\CTION
Ajr 157 947 20,303,290 1781 702
Ground 1Cc6 1156 2,515,133 1948

(2) cCivil Afrairs:

(a) Througtout the reporting pcried Civie Actions havs been cimed at
heluing tha vrovince level G5 wore fullv uce *- conets snd envabilities
. through combined operations. Two of thecs operations were held in remote
arcuy vi Lhe proviuce, .

(b) Fromoticn of safety progrem in wecpon: and v-hirles,
(e¢) Summary of IJICIF programs for _the!reporting perind:
NITECAFS ~ ICAES  EEDCAES — DENTCA:S  PATIENTS TREATED
263 MB 169 79 g8, 588

(d) Civic Actiens al:o inclided construcion projects to irmprcve living

conditions vitldn Loug .n Province . These were teirgeted far chort durction-

Ligh dwpact resultes, The folloving is a 1ist of srojecte comleted:

1. Dvellings 12

2. Foads 3dm

3, DBrigades 7 Buflt, 3 repaired

4. Schools , 8 lepalred

£, Cthers ' 2 Stoirecaces repalred, ﬁist;ict Hegdmqu-rters

office bulldings
(e) lMaterials distributed for ccnstructien:
1. Cemcnt 221 bags

2. Tin §1 Sheetls
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3. Lumber 5006 he¥ T foot

(f) During tho conduct of ITLCAFS tha teams distributed varicur henlth
items and corwolitios, Y

2, Heolth end Schocl kiia 1406

2, Toodsturfs 3000 1bs

3. v<lothing 187¢ 105

4. Other 2522 1bs, pereil, paper, sancd bage,

~and, rock, lixk fecnce, WL
Mags, juap ropes, 2orvéy

{g) Thirty-two English Pronounciation classes were conducted wuith a
total of 20U studernis.

(h) Units of the 3€ Briguds continued to arrange for medizal sreatnent
and coxrrechive =uigery for ncedy chlldren ab Cho Rey Fospital cnd amaub-ce
gt the Nabt.onuzl Rehildtilitation Instiiate. The fellovdng trealucats were
serfeined during tho reportirg jerinds

1+ Tuberculosis 1
3+ Post Op licunia -
& Turng y
& Irnfection 1
3o Abccas :
G Cluk fani 5
2, Shrapnel rwiads

&. Body U':ers

9, 'nknown discascs

LS - T B N

10, Artificiel leg
1. (e) Enalncos fvpports

1) Conctiuetion couliruned in cu,port of the reorganization of the
3:_1 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division as a Separate Light Infantry Brigsde.
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Tw ecniidstrative 5ri3¢:n; . remain to be constructed. This censtruction
is boedng perfoinsd by elaiunds of the 20th Engineexr Brigade.

{(2) Constructicn eccrtlrues on Cperational Support Frolects, Tlese
include the following: :

(2) Cormurications Burker, Tan An Main (GO% complete)
() Log kennels, Tan An Airfield (76% complete)

(c) Deep well point, Tan An Adrfield (50f compiete)
(d) Air Cushion Vehicle ramp, ‘Ben Lue

(a) Esnﬁ construction, Tan An Arfield

(3) There are five MR projects curremtly planred for Tan An Airifeld,
to be acccmplished by elemerts of the 20th Engineer Rrigade, They include
fixed and rotary wing aircraft revetments, a rearm point, and a refueling
point.

(4) This pericd marked the erd of the monseon seasorn, The majcr rortion
of engireer effort is now concentrated on prolects recuiri—wg herrow material
while the lard is dry, B

(5) During the reriod the major portion of the engireer effort in the
Brigade TACI was devoted to the Long An Province Secordary Road Prosram.
This program consists of opening or upgrading to all weatrer use 206 vm
of roads within the province. Prioritiea of effort were agreed uvren betwcen
the Dripnde Commarder. the Long An Frovince Chief, and IT Fleld Forze. The
roads, permit ireater eccnomic conmtact between residents of the formerly
isolated villages ard the larger cities of the are~. and allows GUN services
and security to reach the hamlets, Work is underway on twelve of the roads,
and Z8 kr are completed, Road priocrities are readjusted based upon the
overall pacification plan, with the last ad3justment xede 6n 31 Cecember 13€9.
The work ia shared by elements of tte 2Cth Engineer Prigade, the S57!si
Engineer Company, Navy Sea Bee Tesm 1015, ard the ARVN 3Gth Engireer Croup.

§. (€) Signal Suprert:

(1) During the rerorting period, the Prigade Sismal Office cortirved
its normal orerations to include advising the Brigade Corrmarder or »ll
signal matters, coordinating ard taoking the commitment of the 56th Signal
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Company assets, coordinating the signal operations of the separste organic
batallions, and preparing and mansging the 3d Brigade Signal Operatiag In-
structions (SOI). .

(2) The commnications systems within the brigade have not changed sig-
nificantly since the last reporting period (see paragraph 1 of 56th Signal
Company ORLL, Inclosure 25.)

(3) The major commuinications emphasis during the reporting period has 3
been or upgrading Cormunications Security (COMSEC) with the 3d Brigsde., This
program has received increased emphasis since 20 December 1968 when the US
Forces discovsred conclusive evidence that the enamy is quite sophisticated
in gathering vital intelligence from our carelsss use of the various com-
munications medisx at our dispossl. The brigade's program of upgrading COMSEC
includes greater use of NESTCR secure voice oquipment; greater uss of suthe
orised codes and discontinusnce of unauthorized codes on non-secure mediaj
and an education program to familiarise officers md RT0's with the enemy's
capabilities, our wesknesses md necessary corrective measuras to be institute
ed, The ultimats goal of the program is to virtually deny the enemy acczss to
useable intelligence via our commnications media. To attain this goal it is
planned to have all the brigade and batallion level neta operate in secure
voice, Other nets will operate securs woice when it ia fessible; otherwise,
maximun use of authorised codes s» the situation warrants will effectively
eliminate enemy Communications Intercept (COMINT) activities,

(L) Resupply and maintsnance hes been very good with two notsble except-
ions, The supply systam has a difficult time keeping up with the attrition
rate of the AT«271 sntenna which snaps off at the stem when caught in the nipa.
Handsets (H-189) also have a high rste of atirition after becoming wet., These
IX item; however, DS maintenance is unable to repair many of the handsets gnd
must send them to higher echelon., Requisitions have been sutmitted on *liese
ivems, but they are a critical item cov:ntrywide,

k: (C) Chemical Opsrations:

(1) During the reporting pericd, the 39th Chemical Detachment continueq
personrel detection operations, application of RCA, defoilation mission:, aj
flame operations in support of the 3d Brigade; 9th Infantry Divislon.

(2) Personnel Detactors XM3-Airborne Personnel Detector (APD):

(a) During the reporting pertod 1i7 missions were flcwn for a total 13
ing time of 125.75 hours. All missions were flown utilizing the U=l

3l
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lesults ,f these missions wire reported to Erigade .2 snd/or air cavalry
units for inclusion in their intelligence reports. :

(b} There is a contimual ~mwhlen with maintenance cue t- the uncervice-
abl) "y of the power source which is necessary for trcuble thooting the
snj £our equipc. nt. The power source has been rubrittec to e uiffercnot
e'a. cronic repair company in an attempt to regain the capability of maine
toniiice ¢ organizationel lewe)

(3) Riot Control igent Operations:

(2) During the reporting period there were no missions flcwn utilizing
nwk (3, due to leck of suitechle targets.

(b) - There were 53 k~158 tactical CS clustors expendcd during the -
=.p¢ tted period. These were emplcyed on polnt type targets developed
from sniffer readin; s and on "gas anbushes",

(4, GDeToliation:

i va) urdng the reperting reriod no defcliation projects were forwerced
threagh channels, This weu due to the fact that all arca suitahle for
o3&l Lirry hive geen subndtted and there are 41 tergets pending aprroval
widch were submitted last querter,

it} .11 base camps have been aup,lied wit! .- bicides for grour’
Jefoliation within thelr periveter,

{c} From 4 January to 17 Jamery thres mirsfons were flown for Can
Giuoc basecamp using diesel fuel a: a substitute for horbicide. A totel
of 890 galiens of diesel was dispersed in an attempt to kill the vegetzflon
around the perixeter in preparation for later bumming.

(5) Flame Field Expedients: The "Flame Bath", an expedient delivered
by means of helicopter, has been largely discontinued because of possible
hazards to aircraft and crew. For the three month period six "Flame Baths”
were employed with excellent results on heavily vegetated areas.

(6) Znstruction and Training: .. fully qualified Cherdcal .t:ff _pecial=-
ists (54520) is furnished as needec, tc Go Devil academy to instruct replece-
mente on Chemical Cperations. He has rerlaced a non=s-'ool trsined inmstructor
fron the general subjects cormdttec and has provided 31 classes for a total
of 23 bours of instruction during the :eporting period,
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v () lLusgons Loarneds Cowmander'y Ubservations, svgluations and
necomendgt.iona,

P

a, (U) Pur onnel: liono
b, (C) Intelliicnces

(1) _wponte to Intelld vnce i oris,
ViU It hus beon obgerved that the princinle coicuni:t t-ctie
ha: been to diusporse men in small unite, which sty o tho ive tuch of the

i e,

SVALUATION: This t-ctic haw dictsted the nucenrity of :ccurate intell-
frence reports vhich crn be acted upon with specd and precision., when
intelligenco roports judged to have a good potential for combat reiponse
cro rccoived, the S2, 3d Brigade and E Company, 75th Infentry (lcnger) ere
infermed verbally of the location and n-ture of tha t-rict irswdiately, 1If
» ~ormbat r.r onse is deomed and a propriato by thogo res:on:itle, Ll.”

Canres to swort such 8 vesponce by furnishing 11t Cerson cout
caldnnee vhero applicable or makes tho source and rpeei+l npent nvuilanlo
to telef tho eonbr t cors.andor, or ruslul the com rnder by puidin: tho
irie from the € & C hclicuptor, This tochnlquo has proven ol hly
cucecen: ful on numerous oeceacions,  Lithouwgh it hao pl:rcud a W rdun on (1.,
Curowo Leek o fopereanncl, it hrr greelly enhanced th quality of o crt
vrovide ! to the 3d Pipgedo by CI,

LwSUHLWLAT I TU L recomriendou thet oth r unitec employ Li.. techni e
in regpronuing to intelligeneo ruporie,

(2) Enemy Use of Signals +o Indicate US Ambushes in Hootch Areas

OBSERVATION: The enemy has devised signals to indicate US troops
ambushes set up around hootches.

EVALUATION: Report from an ICAP on 29 January 1970 stated that the
enemy told the people in the vicinity of Tan Trach Village, Rach Kien
District to indicat the presence of a US ambush in a hootch area by leaving
the light on in the hootch within which or around which the ambush was set
up. All other hootches should extinguish their lights. People should stav
tnside their bunkers, and the enemy would attack with AK's and B-40's.

RECOMMENDATION: That all ambush patrols be made aware of the possibility

of this and other enemy signaling methods. That ambush patrols exercise special
care and alertness when setting up near population.

*Counterintelligence Section
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- 1 oo .
coorneionel eortecle e lenrned ol gu orionde, ' th pre ey
civiiion, Puriod .nding 1 J nuary 1470, (. Gorl -6, (o) (.,

¢o {2) woorationss
,
(1) s mployient

CouVATIONS  The neuly used "Ges dambuch® s bedng utilizeu in
sltempl to foree tiu unery into este ulinhcu wnbu. b cites,

Varln 110N There hes beon nepative results from tnd operation

lbia LW TICHs  Threugh coorcination i necorner, weliwcth o | roul
.. ona o rronnel wedidng tho drop, o colicte wevtion Yol Ll Lo b
*¢ .. necessary to assure accur:cy on the L:rpet, Optimum dre;. cltituue
Cwovimetely B70 feot tr mpnindve coverz ¢ ennodizperiion, Wil round
crerts chiul  carry protective nasks to, the :nitu h nite,

vy dring Bemyr lore Torpedoes tQ tlecr o upfe i th Through .jon;c

Jeottaton,

QL RVATICLS  Lhen trying to penctr: te dense, booby trained nipopain,
Le bungclore terpedo may Le uzed to cloar a salt pnth tur ugh the dence
i

2ialLATIONS The VC/LVA often uze dence areas of nipanuam ac resting
Liting - lrces, ‘he enemy will often protcet thore oreen Ly rurrourding
Lol booby trape,  Units trying to penetrate these arcau nuy » {Tectivelv
t o up’C prth throucn the nipaprlm by the dutonation of L.ny;- auru to: pedoes,
Jhe ven_glere torjedoos will clear avey vegoetution and dectroy the bucby tr:ps
-Tonh o vathy 4 ounit esn elthor earry thoe bangrlore tor;cco in sections or
be iu ;liced by helicopter,

e Cis—nwaTiONs  Thet bengcloro torpodo.s bo usel to blact :tole il
thrcush tiich nipepaln.
(3) bunlkr Comp cx ipn Ninapalm,

v iVl IO Lncmty bunkers iy bo found in elther uevavy o :ree nt'p-
:nd &re u.ually constructed Lo provide 300 derr.. of security.

VALL..TICNs In tuo sipinificant contacts it wvas ditecverea e -
in .unkcrs which ai'forded him the capebility to ‘ire in 21 &7 o tlen.,
. uno cceas ;ion the bunli.rs vere in - circle uith firing ports o v, ren.
e - bunker, Cn another, thuy wero zet in uupth vith firing ;ort- of the
first line ot bunkers fce.ng to the sides and front, rnd thoiv in b izel

1ine freing in 360 cogrees,
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Y R 1 oeLreay 5oL
bowil Cemellonn ] wgportesnon. onn Jurrned of 3d  uri, cde, Sih nlpniey
Jvirlong serlod snding 31 Senuary 1970, ke worciedy (L) (U

Beoeneny bunke rg vere vell constructed with tho majority o the tunzer wuing
tlow , round level, In heavy nipa It o lmporsiole to dctert o tuniur wntis
.u nrue ri ht on to; of it,

CalL LJATIONS I conlact in i uu nd the cnemy is in well convenled
st constructed bunkers, the infanlry chould be u;ed to scal the - rea while
:rtillery and Tne oir are brought in.o the arva, It L:ies anllwst i dircct
hit vith ;rtillory to linoch oul a bunker, theroforc, nothing : oul: Le
spared in softening up the area, In ceses vherc thure are insuilicient
trocps to provide a 360 depree serl, artillery and Tac Air shoule be uce: teo

Ji11 (he grpe.

(4) Night airmobile i ids,

OUSSHVATIONS Tho use of hel ‘coptere at nirht to deliver p r id .coree
o tar et erptelirzes on mobility and shock action to a ;resicr wiwent tien
a.vhanizec or footmo. lle troops,

NablaTiVlls Tho uso of lico; rs at night lor troup lucertions i
wot a norm.l procedure, The cuumy 1o not mont-1lly or physleusly prup: rud
to . nct to @ night airmobile ingertion, Certain conditlon:s: rust ho it
» "o ¢ o nirkt airmooile raid can bo succocaful, A uninlmum of ity purount
natural illuminction is nccosoary for navigation, artillery or moriur
{1luninntion hould be uzed af'ter the eleuent is on the ground, Gunchijs
should Jire gsuppres ive fire on the target or as close us ,ocsible to pin
tho oncmy down, & command and control aircraft is nucessary to insurc the
correct l:nding zone is used and to control sub:equent action,

RuCOMHDAI'IONs That this technicue be included in the u . ropricie
Lr: ining menuals, -
(5) unomy Carclessness at Micht.

OBL:RVATIONs The enemy often talk loudly while movi:w, n»rt -* i,

SVALUATIONs It hes been reported many Limog rec:ntly by cmbuch
patrole that thoy wurc nlerted to the eremy presonce by the loud tulking
of the enchy moving noar Lie wbu:h ~ite, It is urlikely th-t the cnory
vould be no erroloss if iv¢ vuro aware of friendly troops in the :rea,

£LG . DATTIONS  Thet -1 frienaly olemonts be mrde aware of thi:
carulescness of Lhu enemy and Lhrt they ha urped to nake speeial efiorts
at noice disipline roving into ~nd occupying night positions to erploic thi:

vegkness,
CONFIDENTIAL
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Aenadts cemu e v S S 30 TORE L S VORI TRt [de, th .!f L A
" ; Wivl don, o« cfo nding U1 9 ey 1990, “cu u .L.-O ( (V}
e (6] £ Vi Tax .ollcetion ..ctivit

OBSERVATION: 1In a;eas where population is separated by many water-
) - ways, the VC collecting taxes travel primarily by sampan.

/- EVALUATION: During the ménth of January 1970 reports were received
from MEDCAPS and ICAPS that VC tax collection activity had increased. In
Eastern Can Giouc District where population is split by small waterways,
the VC were coming at night by sampan to collect taxes. An ambush was

T //EScabttshed in feaction to a report of this type of activity on 23 Januaty

whlch resulted in four enemy KIA's and one sampan destroyed. TR

RECOMMENDATION: That aquabushes be employed where VC tax collection
activities are conducted by sampan. That MEDCAPS and ICAPS be utilized to
determine times when the VC collect taxes and there direction of travel on
wateruays. . ; R

(7) Employment of Snipers on Night Riverine Qperations.

. OBSERVATION: Snipers located in the command turret of Alpha Boats LR V‘{
are best positioned to engage enemy targets along the river bnnks during L
Nigh: Riverine Operations.

EVALUATION Riverine Operations are conducted using two Alpha Boats,
. one rifle platoon, and vne sniper team. The rifle platoon is equally divided
- between the Alpha Boats. One sniper is placed in the command turret of each
boat. The boats will land at preselected targets with at least fity meters
between landing points. The rifle platoon may either remain on the boats or
move into the hasty ambush position on the bank. The snipers from there
~elevated positions in the command turret can observe over the nipapalm
and vegetation along the river bank and can detect enemy movement further
“inland. 1If the enemy is within one hundred meters of the ambush site, the
- enemy {s engaged by the rifle platoon, the Alpha Boats and the snipers.
1f the enemy is more than one hundred meters from the ambush site, the enemy "
is engaged by the snipers only. Snipers firing from the boats in this manner
_consistantly engage and kill the enemy at ranges between two hundred and ,
three hundred meters; confirmed kills have been made at four hundred meters e
range. o R PR

RECOMMENDATION: That snipers be used more extensively from elevated
“‘positions 1n boats during night Riverine Operations.

(8) Employment of Shell HP in Defensive Fires;'

| OBSERVATION: The use of shell WP, zone 1, fuge time, "Killer Junior", .
was found to be effective at ranges 200 to 300 meters from the battery position.

CONFIDENTIAL
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il . 1 Pesheege vp 30
N VAR | ty;rub‘gnrl RIS LUV BRI o T Lusrned of ,u Bri;oaa, )~u soen ey
Divislon, Period nding 21 Jinuary 1970, :Lu Surfcieds {0z (i

SVALUATIOHS  eollont offeet was obuerved using chell W for cloce-
in defensive fires wriln the same data used for HE “liller Junior", .1thoush
the heavier welshit ol the Wi projuctile coutead o fower holght of buret,  dne
burning effect on the grcund «rs good, " Tiaers i:n very Little be oo cproy ool
the exploding rcund, thu« permi tting good prot n"ticn to Iriendly trcowus ‘h*1'
providing geod, e Tustive, close-in Clc! ‘ensive fire on the ey, brtrene cera
zuast be exercised during thn dry season lo prevent the round fron si:irting on
unuented fire,

CRECORE..NDATIONS That commsnds concarned be inforn.d of the use of chol?
‘WP for close-in defensivs fires, ‘ ’ . ‘

bt o e e ¢ b b e e+ s e 1t

" (9) smolovment of HE ®Killer Junior® for Maximur Effect,

OBLARVATIUN: The date on the stenderd “killnr uunlor" chexrt van found
to be inaccurate for “he listed range, »

“‘each range,; most of the rounds fired on impeet,  The salie roculls were obtained
ith ceversl different time fuze lots «nd several different prol:etil. I-is,
Celibr-tion verz set on the range quadrants and extremely hizh heights of bur.t
wero obscrved, Generally it was founu thst by reducing the time sertine by
0.3 to 0.4 of a sccond, the desived height of burst was obtained, The same
results were obtainud using the chart time, by increasing the quadrunt
epproximately 10 mils, ' '

RECOMMENDATION: That as soon as possible after moving into a new pocition,
firing batteries verify their *Killer Junior® data, That a’justed data br nlaced

on renge cards and made rvadily availablse to all pursonnel nesr th howitzer.

(10) Utilizine the AN/TPt-25 Ground Surveillence Radar to Verify Dufrlebr g
P13 locationg ’ .

Y

CBIZRVITION: Verifying the lorstion of Lulflebag fields in areas cf
.un' f""m terrain and fev londmarks i: extremely d‘ffioult.

© EVALUZTICNs  The uccuracy of Duiflebag field location~ fe extremoly Iriwrt.nd
if srtillery fire is to be effactive, The AN/TPS-25 Ground ..urveillance tnfn*,
 with its renge capability o® 18,000 meters, can sight on 2 hevering helieempter,
or eny other means used to er:x;alnc«= dufflsbagc, in order to give g rore ax.u“"a
location for cach field, . '

f,.LU \TIONs Wwhen the chcrt data for the HE "Killcr Junior" warn [ired 'at“_ o ‘

‘M;.Mm,wm”w.u;SUVMgNDATIOU: *hat cormpndv concnrneﬁ be-iniurmed of this . additionel
capebllity of the AN/TPS-25 Ground Surveill: uce .dedar,
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AVBB:MH 1 Fabruary 1970
SUBJICT: Oparational Roport--lessons Learned of 3d Brigade, 9th Infant
Division, Period lnding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR.65 (R2) (l!;{

d. (W) Organization: None

o, (U) Training: None

f. (C) Logistics:

(1) ¥ater Pairi for Bemote Firs Support Basq.

OBSERVATION: Cupplyinz water to a remot iy ;u,-ori br:e cun ceuce
problems, especially where organic transportation is iimivea,

EVALUATION: To proclude this ocourence, a protable water purification
unit was placcd at FSB Gottysburg., This water point not only roduced
transportation requirements, but also provided all the portable water
necossary for the fire support base,

RECOMMENDATION: That, whenever feasible, a water point be established
at remote fire support bases.

(2) poarm e Patual Polot.

OBSERVATION: When utilizing helicopters from remote base camps ruch
time is wasted when they rust roturn to main base camps to refuel and/ or

rearm,

SVALUATION: To conserve time an blade ' ours a rearm/refuel point
should be ostablighed at the remote bass .aup, Using a portable fuel pump
and 500 gellons, collapsible, air transportabic bladders, helicopters
could be refueled al enytime. also sevoral pallets of varlous typ: rochets
could be kept in stock, clong with minl-pun crmmnition, to rearm gunships,
Due to this arrangzmant, the hellcopters would nei have to return to min
beio camps to refuel and rearm, :

. RGCOMMENDATICN: That for oxtented oporations utilizing helicopters
in remote areas, a small rearm/refucl point be established at the fire
support bace,

g, (U) Commpigcatiopas None,
h. (U) lMaterinl: None,
1. (U) QM%
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V8 . MH A PR
' !J€T: Operational Fepo:rte--lessons laarned of 3d Briged., 9tk ..
Divicion, Period Ending 3t January 1970, RC: C2-0" 6. ‘!

“(1)  Qounkering Communiat Prapsgcanda wednst tbs Chiepr t

CBSERVATION: One of the basic themes of comwunist propaganda agalr - ..
Chieu Hoi Program is that the Hoi Chanh will be miatreated to the -..cte--
of being beaten, tortured or even killed when they rally,

EVALUATION: An effective technique in countering communist propagunda
offorts in this arsa has been returning Hoi Chanh to their village:-

and hamlets to give first hand acoounts of their rallying experience,

Hy conducting periodic interviews in the local Chieu Hoi Center, it 1s
posgible to welect and groom those individusls most capable of making »
presentable and positive appearance, When the Hol Chanh knows and :an
identify families of other VC or sympathizers, the progrem is much mcre
effective, The mere fact the rellier is alive and well disputed the
anemy's contentions, Ideally, the same Hoi Chanh should be returned
neriodically to demostrete his continued good health and progress.

MILCAP activities provide an excellent vechile for inobtrusive intecr..is v
of this PSYOP operation with routing military activity, thus minimizin>
the attention drawn to the returning Hol Chanh as an ind{vidual The fzuv
of enemy retaliatinn against the Hoi Chanh's family is the most imporian’
factor to overcome in order to employ ralliers voluntarily. If the ral.¢-.
refuses to cooperate physically, tapes can be used dut remain far infwrine
Yace to face proselyting, Howevur, vhen specifically targeted agatn:t
onemy units scatteed over large areas, taps broadcasts hawve besn rrov
successful,

AECOMMENDATION: (1) That Hoi Chanhs should be periodically iz
systematically interviewed by PSYIOP peravnnel to secure exploitable vt -.iv”

(2) That selected Hoi Chanhs returned to their hamlets to counter ene-,
propaganda themes,

{3) That cooperation with District Level PSYOP personnel is necessary
to insurs the program takes advantages of the specific load situatica

»
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AVBEMH . " . 1 February 1970
SURJRCT: Operational Report--lessons learned of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry
‘ Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(2) Fallow-up Kntarviaws of Hol Chazha.

OBSERVATION: Hoi Chanh have revealed significantly exploitable rSIO?
" information during follow-up interviews wnich was not revealed in their
intitia)l interrogation or interviev. v L e

EVALUATION: The fact that Hoi Chanh have withheld valuable PSYOP information
during initialed processing can be attrituted to a comhbination of several
factors, During thess first hours of detainment the Hoi Chanh is very
apprehensive of what will befall him, This fear often leads him to relate
only what he expects will please his captors, The initlal pressure also

{nhibits his relating of everyday information which may have no immediate

tactical value but is of extrems importance to the long range PSIOP effort.
Later, when he has “xperienced good treatment and no longer fears for his
well being, this individual will open up and becoms xost receptive to

- visitors and the opportunity to return to his local hamlet even if 1t does

_ require goinz through the formalities of making a propaganda spesect, Luch
_ interviews have resulted in obtaining - :c € VC and/dr sympat!izers and

T SR L B et e

their nown relatives, Om subsequen. 'L "3 to the Hoi Chanh's hamlet
these rela*ives have been visited anz encouraged to induce their wayward
family members to rully.

_ KTCOMNDATION: That initial Hol Chanh interviews be followed up by
additional interviews within a month of rallying.

26 In-1 o ANDRSW J. ﬁr:srs: A :

as : = Colonel, Infant
Incl 2.~ 12, 16 - 20, commnding v
23 - 26 wd HQ, DA

rd
- -
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AVUCMH (1 Feb 70) 1st Ind

..SUBJECTs (perational Report for 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Uiv.sion

for the period ending 31 January 1970, itCS CSFURt ~ £f (HZ)
DA, HQ 25th Inf Div, APO San Francisco 96225 -

THAU: Cormanding General, II FFCRCEV, ATTN: AVFBC—RE-H, il San
- Francisco 96266 ’ ‘

Commanding General, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC(UST), AFO San Frun—
cisco 96375

Commandor~in-0hiof UhARPAC ATTN: A;OP-DT, AFU Sen Fran-
cisco 96558

7Cs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department

of the Army, Washington, D.C. 20310 -

.This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the'Oporaticnnl'
seport ~ Lessons Learned of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

for the period ending 31 Jamuary 1370 with the rollowing except*on

a. Page 3, paragraph 1b (4), a sixteen man augmentaticn to the
brigade aviation strength is authorized on an authorized overstréngtk.
basis by United States Army, Vistnam. This augmentation is not

~ authorized under MTOE 77-1027T,

b. Page 3, paragraph 1b (5); operational control of the 3rc
Erigade, 9th Infantry Division was assumed by II Field Force, Viet-
nam which further placed that brigade under the operational control
of the 25th Intantry Division on 26 July 1969..

c. Page 36, paragraph (8); Employment of Shell WP in Defensive
Fires; the use of shell WP, zone 1, fuze *time, Killer Junior, was
found to be effective at ranges 200 to 300 meters from “attery po-
sition, - Fuze time will not function prior to 2,C seconds time of
£light which is equal to 400 meter: range.

'Foamzcommm: _ ‘ e

e ]
‘/.-M.A R T b/f‘lt-u.s [ P
/ JMES M. CONNELL
¢~ Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff




AVFBC-RE-H (1 Feb 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Levarned of 3d Krigade, 9Lh lofan*ry
Division, Period knding 31 January 197C, 1CD CSFGH - 65 (w2) (1,
Di, Hq II FFORCEV, aFQ Sun Francisco 96266] ¢ 1770 i
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietram, ATTN: AVHGC(DOT), AFU 9639
. Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GiCE-DT, AFO 96552

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washingtor, [.C. 20310 :

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with ihe Operational ieport -

" Lessons Learned of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for the period -

ending 31 January 1970, as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W aesl ()
AN if)&.jijA -
4. C. BARTEL

" CPT AGC
Asst AG
o A
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AVHGC-DST (1 Feb 70) 3d Ind LARUE
SUBJ:CT: Operativnal Report--leesons Loarnud of 34 Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rz2;(u)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco .56375

TOs Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPCF-DT,
" APO 96558 '

1, (U) This healquartotu has reviewed the Operational Heport-Leszons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from lieadquarters, 3d .

Brigade, 9th Infantry Division and concurs with the comments of indorsing . ;
headquarters. . ‘ ) g

i 20 (U).— Comments follows o e et

a. (U) Reference items concerning "Response to Intelligence Heports
and Enemy Use of Signals to Indicate US Ambushes in Hootch Areas", page
33, paragraph b(2): concur, Both of these art‘cles have been extracted
for possidle inclusion in the next issuc of the USARY Ccmbat Intelligence

Lossone.

P R

; ’ b. (C) Reference item concerning "Uiilization of the AN/TPS-25
: - Ground Surveillance Radar to Verify Dufflebag Field locations®, page 3P,
' paragraph c(10): concur. .This radar can be utilized %o vector aircra fﬁ%o
“ the dasired emplant area or locate low flying alrcraft 4o insure accurate
i © air delivery of the ground sensors, The AN/TPS-25 can also be employed
} to guide and locate Dufflebag hand emplacement teams on the ground. This
item will be published in the next issue of the USARV Combat Intelllgence
leasous. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

‘ c. (U) Reference item concerning "Countering Communist Propagandia
Against the Chleu Hol Program”, page 19, paragraph 2i: councur. The
gathering of information from ralliers to use as PSYOP themes to combat
eneny propaganda has proven effective. Returnees may be asked to
voluRteer to return to their hamlets, however, they cannot be forced to

do so. Guidelines and policies for the exploitation of returnees is ‘ i
contained in MACV Directive 381-11, .,.: 4
FOR THE COMMANDER: o " I
" D.‘?‘U/ (“ .
| S icte b

. o Sittert St oAl ' .

S . f| oy tum: »
- lia, II FFORCEV —~ - e
34 Bde, 9th Inf Div - ‘
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; Y
: DS([ASSIR!D AFTER 12 YEARS. ' . }
CONFIDENTIAL DOD Di5 5200.10

Y3




GPOP-DT (1 Feb 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Opciitional Report of HQ, 3d Brigade, yth Infantry Livision
tor Period Ending 31 January 1970, KRC CSFOUR-6L (Re) (L)

iy, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 903558 13 AR T

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departuett of tle
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 '

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:. o ]
/’

L.M. OZAKE

. CPI, AGC
Asst AG
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ASSIGNSD QITS
HHC, 34 Brigade

6=31at Inf

. 2-47th Inf (Mech )

 2-60th Inf

5-60th Inf

2-4th !"J.d Arty

BE.75th Inf (Ranger)

US Army Air Cushion Vehicle Platoon
" 45th Inf P1t (Scout Dog)

65th Inf Det (Combat Trackir)

19th M1l Hist Det .

19th PI Det

39th Chem Dot

4934 MI Det

99th CS Spt Bn

56th 8ig Co

571st Eng Co

4834 MP P1t

264th A Dot (Radar)

. 276th PA Det (Radar)

Inclosure 1
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Kit Carson Scouts
MID (14th ARVN)

CONFIDENTIAL :

PARSNT_UNIT

Allocated by USARV G5
MACV

CONFIDENTIAL
4

ATTACHED UNITS
3/3<17th Cav ’ » . 3-17th Cav
3678t Airfield Contro Det ... 165th Avn Gp
Weather Det &th Weather Sqdn
ALO/7AC 19tk Tac Spt Sqdn
4th Civil Affatrs P1t 24 Civil-Affairs Co
" Eng Det (Water Supply) @ 2 82a4EmgCo |
ADA Btry (40mm) - 5-2d Arty (1 P1t)
ADA See (Quad 50) | - 53 Arty |
T T Btry 155w (ép) (GSR) | [ — ,,,_.,,,_,,-Ms-zd,Lx"Qy (Mission Baais) ...
Med Det (M) | ' | mmmﬁ, on an area tasis
Mad Det (Vet) 44th Med Bde, on an area basis
Wel Amb Det 4ith Med Bde, on an area basis
Interpreters MACV . |
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COMBAT STATISTICS

YINTH Us us vc W HC ver W N T
UA  MIA KIA —SMALL ARKC  CE M
o "N e @ 13 w13 e
PRG 8 95 357 12 3 0 75 2
TAN S 2 k] 12 A 4o 77 ks
- TOTAL 28 247 1082 37 21 17 226 13
IRIENDLY 1Q9SES
” wrr R e st mE_me Sz
2-47 o 2 1 4 12 21 2 4
260 5 1 2 8 9 3 2 78
5-60 2 1 1 4 10 12 16 5
6-31 3 A AN 13 16 21 56
RANGER 0 0 0 0 5 .7 2 1%
ARTY 0 0 0 0. 1 1 0 2
OTHER o. o 1 1 0 1 4 5
R A " 8 9 28 - & 95 92 247
ENEMY LOSSES
Uil mmm__m TOr ____BOV___ DEC %m (s
2-47 55 53 5 162 4 6 2 12
2-60 7 &7 3B 17 1 4 1 6
560 57 48 46 151 o 1 o 1
&3 BN A 95 6 1 6 13
- S OB/3-17 31 zn 4 s v e T T 2
Inclosure 13 : ) Y
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ENEMY LOSSES
UNIT T N Tom NV %g JAN 1
S 16 - 36 21 71 0 1 2
¥ 49 9. 49 137 ] o 9 y
»/F 30 13 25 68 0 0 0 0
AHG 32 50 . 23 105 0 1A 1
e & 11 W =2 8 & @ Q@
ToTAL 387 357 338 1082 13 12 12 W
. HOL CHANHS
UNIT - Nov__ DEC JAN . TOTAL
247 2 0 0 2
2.60 12 2 15
5-60 0 0 1 1
&3 o 2 1 3
B/3-17 o0 0 0 0
TANGFR 0 ) 0 0
FRIZ 0 0 0 0
T S N N S
TOTAL 14 3 4 21
45
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MONTH  ONIT
v 2/k
ee
Jall
TOTAL
oV s/i2
=c
Jam
TOTAL
| - B /4]
me A/
che
s af1/e
TOTAL

Ca.

105

-
~3
W

29391

AFTRMED
MS¥  ROS
12 7%
120 8923
145 1535
T N3%6
55 2126
» 19
42 2626
136 6666
67

5
7

4 29
onar

-ne

M 59

ACUINC
MSN PDS
91 12464
285 12117
291 10462
967 33043
w7 75
1% P00
120 20284
6 9%
26 s
26 19
3 5
7 9
1)) /3
2 245
107 79

SUMMRY OF ARTILLSAY MIT [N

CBTRY

PREP

INTERDICT

MSH ROS MSN RDS MSN RX

13 N2
3 M
2 4
18 380
5 115
1 %

6 ¥

& ¥R%

-
o0 rw

3814
2672
2843
9335

»4
1198

58

2190

65

23
94

45 2613
45 2613
18 M
1 7
19 798
8 46
6 M
% 9%

Sp  FUWP

T0718L

KSKN  RDS MSN ARG MSM ROS SN

146 3562
118 389
19 215

403 9756

56 5T2
42 652
W 48

142 1705

2
35
17
19

118
68

AN N -

17 2%

1

54

54

TI2 3496 25
§5, 7677 38
606 31006 %
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D.'T..' TEE'T CF THE ;¥
COP MY L (RIGER) 7°TH IUFLITRY
3D PRIC/DE 9TH 1.F.UTRY DIVISION

RTINS ‘ 31 T 7

JHIECTe: Operational Report of Corrany E (’l:upur) 75th Infantrs oo Ter
1 Noverber 1969 thru 31 Jamary 197C, EOD (30 <65 (Pal) ("/-

T Cormanding Officer
34 fde 9th Inf Div
JIT¥: LVBR-'H
+FPO San Francisco 96371
FROM: Corpeanding Officer

Fn Z{Rancer) 75th Inf - r o e e
34 Tde Gl Inf Div
~FO San Francisco 96371

[. Seetion 1, Sicnificant .'.ctivitie

L
P4

o Intreduction: It is this units miscien t~ provide t‘"n )r* I
Infantry Division with small unit specialized Ranger corbat. tactics 2d t-

act a3 an inmmediate reaction force for the Rrigade on intelliperce ard . .
tarcets of a perishable nature, This unit enrarel in training ard corbat :
orerations a total of nirety (90) dars out of a ressikle ninety=tuc (©7)

“nrs encorpassed by this reportine period. The specific typas of oueratiors

this unit enpaped in during thris reporting period were Ranrer Raids,

Ligtt Hunter and Ifir;ht .rbush patrols within the Urigade's T..CI.

. . Crranization: E (Ranger) 75th Infantrr is org"mzad into f‘f“;r L)
sertions; Headouarter.,, Operations, Ferward Operations Fase FOR oriataen
anl two (2) Operntmn'xl Tield rlatoons consistirr of thr.o (3) W*”r”‘ Lo
acicee, Sinee we are in direct seppart of the brigade, our compary ic
lecat M at the “asecamp of the 3d DPrirade, 9th Irfantry Division, Tnrn .un,
w

Sea Inclosure 1 for the graphic representation of the orranization of this
unit, and the key personnel roster,

T. Personnel amd drinistration: During this reporting rorisd twie nit
e:qerienced the loss of seventy—five percent of our corbat experienced
field troops to normal DERO3. .5 2 result we were forced ts evpidite o
rarruiting nropram at 1"1;_9119 and katallion level to gain corbat veteran
“rolurteers 0 fill the void in our unit, During this void perinsd tnis rnit
»a3 cnly ahle to field four (4) operational teams, which in torn effocted
the number of combat. missions we were sble to run, Maintenance of unit

trangth is a corstant problem hecause individuals ~u-t he valwy tm‘*.r
th: unit, coasenuently we must constantly search fer mualifiod valur ‘
tc maintain our unit strength, Pecause *'is unit is corzrised ~f r*“‘.rfi;-
“olurtcers, morale and discipline do no* pose any great rrovlen areas
D1°r1'11no is maintaired thru proper militar: nr')co*"urc.

Incl 21 ’ j/




AVIPLLY ‘ 31 January 70

SIRJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned (con't)

3. Intelligence: 1In the field of intellirence, this unit maintains in

our Operations Section an Intel NCO whose duty it Is to maintaln and corpile
reports of enemy activity and locations, From tidis informatiorn w: deterrmine
our tarrets and what type operation we intend to errloy in the turpet area.
During this reporting period enemy activity was most prevelant durirg the
-hours of darkness, and they atterpted to establish secure areas where threy
could remain undete=cted and avcid engaping in major contact writn 11,5, ~nd
allied Forces, This "ripade's 7.0l is located t9 interdict the rmajor Tclta
enemy infiltration routes, and we concluded that the enurmy was moving .
through our TAOI to other areas void of American Forces, With the excenticn
of three (3) major contacts, the enemy was well dispersed and orly traveled
in small groups of three to five personnel, Also, due to the fact that it

was the wet harvest season, local Guerillas and leocal forces were cngoged

in harvesting rice. The veather and terrain also effected cffensive orera=-
tions, Because of the monsoon season closing and the fact that the majority
. of the Mekong Delta region was underwater at this time, offensive cperatirns
were shcrtened in length to afford personnel the opportunity to preperity
"dry out" to avoid contracting fungus infections and "paddy foot". This urit

-..draws its intelligence from rumercus sources; 493d MI Detachment, US‘E”

" Lalson Detachrent, Provincial Recon Unit (PR!') sources and from actual
combat cperatlons, and information gained from Hoi Chans anmd PC™'S. To come
with the enery's attempt to remain hidden and.avoid major contact, we mod-
ified our offensive operations to neot the cnemies change in tactlcs. These
operations and modifientions will "o explained in detail in 3ection I,
paragraph E of this report, as will the recapitulation of enemy losses as
a dlrect result rosult of this units offensive operations.

E. Operntlons: Due to the flexible organization of this unit, we zre
able to "tailor" specific forces for specific operatiors to accomplish our
mission within the Brigade T.CI. During this reporting reriod.this unit
conducted primarily Ranger Raid, Nirht Hunter and tight /rbush Fatrols.
Dux‘ing this reporting pe"md this unit ran a total of 290 corbat missions
in ninety days. '
(1) Ranger Raid: This type operation was very successful turing this
reporting pericd, '/e modified our operational concept of this mission
slightly to cope with the enemy's attempt to stay hidden =nd to avoid making
contact, -
(2) Using Hni Chans on the insertion slick to give resitive
identificatign of intel tarpets or tarpgct areas.
(b) Ingerting at nipht on targets of perishable intellipunce.
(c) t'sidr batallion airmobile tarpets, insertine first te ov-d-
uate the pomdiblec productivity of their tarrets.
(d) Usdrng airmobiling batallions to Pile-on once we have ést b~
lished conta‘ m a tarpet area.

Surmation: This

Warticular operation provided the Pripade with: its twe

larpest contacts of the reporting period., On 12 December and apain on 12
Jaruary Ranger tecams inserted on intel tarcets and on “oth occnsion-
located the Headauarters element of the 1st NV, Regiment. . fter ceortact
was fnitiated this unit was supported by the airmobiling Ath Tatallion,
3tst Infantry witn the Pile-on techincue.

SR
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AVRB-LP / 31 Januarv 70
)
SURJECT: Onerational Report of Lessons learred (contt)

2, Night Ambusf( Patrols: Due to the fact that eremy zctivity
was most prevelart durine the hours of darkress, our ma‘'or crerati<n
during this time was roving MNirht Ambush Tatrols, Tarpets were
chosen on known cnerty infiltration routes, known or susrected cache
sites, known or suspected areas of enemyv troop concentrations, on or
near areas where electrical sensing devices were irmplarted, and in
hamlets where the population was syrpathetic to the commnist czuse,
This operation was our most productive, and our major concern wis to
vary our insertion methods and techniaues to add decention to the
actual operation., “hen using helicopters for insertion, we utilized =
series of false indertions and extractions for deception purnoses, .
and when operating in the Plain of Reeds we inserted after dark by .1V

—.(Air-cushioned Vehicles) to avoid position detection by the encmv, ’
Onerating in this way we made contact or siphted with the enermy an” T

ectimated thirty per-cemt of our missions,

3. Night Hunter Missions: This mission, where a Panper Tear is
on 24 hour stand-by for instant reaction to Radar Sightings, "Mufflehnp”
activations or Pripade directed tarrcts, was utilized extensivelr rro-
ducing few tangible remults, ’
“hen going into an area that 1s not ropulated we normally utilize "Vot
Insertiens," Artillery and/or supporting gunshins prep the 1.7, an?
when the insertion slick is on short final, punships surress th» flanks
of the insertion point. The insertion point is marked by artillerv
with a White Phosperous (“P) round on the dec* while illurmination
bursts sirult aneously overhead. ,

*hen inserting into nomulated areas we modifyv the method of insertion
from "Het to Cold", without a L7 prep, to preclude wourding or killire
civilians, This method also does not telcgraph our intent to insert
until the WP round and illumination burst on the tarpet., The two con-
tacts we had on this mission resulted from this method of inscrtion.

L. Recapitulation of Enery Losses: The following statictics is
a recapitulation of enemy losses as a direct result of this urits
offensive onerations, ' C

MONTH MISSIONS SICHTIMNS CONTACTS KIA'S KBA'S
November 90 . 38 12 16 5
Denember 99 25 22 36 6
Jamary 101 25 12 21 17

TOTALS 290 % . Lé 73 28

During this reporting we also captured 25 POMS, ¢3 individual and
1 crew served weapon, 40 pounds of enery webpear and equipment, 6

 enemy radios, and about 30 pounds of documents

F. Training: This unit maintains a constant traininy schedule on the
sub ject matter pertinent to Ranger Operational technioues, and sub-
jacts necessary for coperating in the Mekonp Delta, RVM. Our norral
training evcle is set to completly rotate subject matter every threce

3




AVER-LP . 31 January 70

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned (con't)

11,

morths to accomodate the personnel turn-over in the unit, Our trainine
program is establish on a twenty five per-cent formal instructi~n, ard
Seventy five per~cent on the job training (O.7) basis, In our Orerstions
Section we maintain a Training NCO (SSC~E6) whose responsibility it 4s
to establish and maintain an effective and up to date training nrogram,

G. Loglstics: The lopistics system [or this unit pose a constant rrohlen,
By our MPOPE we are authorized Supply, Commo and Motor Serpeants, kut

by the same document we are not authorized to maintain a F1I, of rerair
parts, This fact makes us corpletely dependent on aur Parert !'nit for
repair work, Radios, "leapons and Vehicles are eritically important items
to us to maintain a corbat effective rating, Repair work on radios,
weapons and vehicles thru normal Army lopistic channels is norrmally verwy _ :
time consaring and very often leaves us short critical items of eoudp-
ment . : S

Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders' Observations, Evaluations, and
Recommendat jons,

A. Persommnel: . ) :
1. Observation: This unit is unable to rely on normal persomel  __ . ... o e
replacement proceedure due to the fact we require all merbers to be »
volunteers. It is also a virtual impossibility to take a "green' recruit,
fresh in-country and expect him to face our normal combat experiences

without prior corbat experience and prior knowledpe of enemy tactics.

2. Recommerdation: ‘'men possible personnel with st ateside Ranper
and Alrborne trainging should he assipned to this specific tvre unit
when they arrive in-country. “hen this replacement svstem cannct produce
the recuired personnel, this unit rust bhe allowed to conduct ronthlw

- recruiting interviews to larger corbat units to replace rerssmel lossecs,

B, Operations: . ’

1. Observation: Some aspects of the differemt mis-ions merticn
previcusly could be incorparated to the "Recon” units at hat gllion levels
with very little effort amd Fuldence from this unit. as to the technioues
of each type operation,

2. Evaluation:
(a) Ranper Raids: This tvpe mis<ion is an exeollert wa» to
Teact to perishable intel targets ard to find amt fix the enemy,

After evaluating the specific tarpet or if contact is made we can
. either exploit the tarpet curselves or call for re-inforcements,
" (b) Night Hurter: This mission is an excellent way to react

to electrical sensing devices; hgain this mission could be incor-

porated at batallion level, but the larper units would have to

"tailor” a special force for this specific mission,

3. Recommendations: Might Hunter insertions on "Dufflebag” activa-
ticng; due to the fact it normally takes between 30 to L5 =imites from
nctification to insertion of troops on target, "Dufflebag" activations
shauld be eliminated as a target source for this mis<ion, ard should be
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enpaged hy art{llerr, To date we have had reeative r

rflebag act ivations,
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DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
AIR CUSHION VEHICLE UNIT
3rd Bde, Yth Inf Div
APO San Francisco 96371

AVBB.CV 31 January 1970

SUBJECT: OCperational Report of Air Cushion Vehicle Unit for period ending
31 January 1970.

FR"M: Commanding Officer
Air Cushion Vehicle Unit
3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div
APO San Francisco 96371

10: Commanding Officer
3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div
ATTN: AVBB-MH '
APO San Francisco 96171

Section 1
(1) SIGNIFICANT UNIT ACTIVITIES: During the period the ACV Unit conducted

fourteen conirat operations ranging in duration from two to six davs and totalling

‘fifty-six days in the field. All combat operations were conducted.in the Plain

of Reeds area in the western end of the Long An Province. In addition, twou
driver-training operations were conducted at Nha Be lasting six days.” Units
providing infantry platoons that were attached to the unit for operations and
the days each worked with the unit are indicated below:

Recon Platoon, 5/60th Inf: 4 days
Company C, 2/60th iInf: 1 day
Recon Platoon, 6/3let Inf: . 20 days
Long An Province Intel Platoon (VN): (Combined) & days
Tu Tua District PF Platoon (VN): . " (Ccmbined} 8 days
Company B, 5/60th Inf: . ' 5 days
Company A, 5/60th Inf: ' ' "10 days
Company C, 6/31st Inf: . . 8 days
. 4 days

Company A, 6/31st Inf:

Two ACV's were u-ed to support all of the indicated operations, except cne
operation where three ACV's were used. Platoon strengths ranged from seventeen
to thirty-six personnel, the average compliment of mounted infantry being twelve
troops per ACV. Twelve communists were KIA, three POW's were seized and five
individual weapons were captured as a result.of ACV reconnaissance and ambush e -
operations in Western Long An Province. ‘

Significant caches were found near FSB Shiloh on 19 November and 20
November. 1Included in these finds were: 99 82mm mortar rounds, 92 B-40 rockets,
36 B-41 rockets, 160 Chicom hand grenades, 40 Chicom anti-tank grenades, 17
21 1b cases of TNT, 4 Chicom claymores, 1 AK-47 and 6200 rounds of SA ammunition.
Or 9 December near FSB Gettysburg, another cache was found consisting of 27 82mm
mortar rounds, 24 B-40 rockets, 36 Chicom hand grenades, 8 Chicom rifle grenadcs

S 7
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and 2200 tounds of SA ammunition.

One ACV was destroyed on 9 Jan when it detonlted what was believed to be a

- 300 1b bomb wesr of FSB Cettysburg. Although the ACV was completely destruyed,

it is significant to note that none of the 17 personnel aboard were killed.
Operatiors during the period consisted of reconnaissance; security; night

ambushes; react’on to {nfantry ambushes, radar sightings and dufflebag readings;

and insertion and extraction of infantry ambushes. Operations were primarily ‘

conducted at night under illumination provided by artillery, mortars, and hand

~held flares. Forward bases for the operations were FSBs Shiloh and Gettysburg.

" Operations were closely coocdinated and executed with the Commnnder, Task Group *

_L9a9 US Navy in the "Gisat Slingshot" ares of operations. Support from Navy

"Seawolf" gunships and "Blac't Pony" OV-10 assault aircraft was readily avail.
able and used several times to cover ACV cperations.

During this period, training and replacement of many critical personnel was
accomplished. Included are the Unit C.0., Vehicle commander, all primary ACV
_‘drivers, and numerous other unit personnel,

Four formal ACY Orientations were conducted during the reportxng period.

1. Nov 23 MG Rowny - DCS R&D

BG Black - ACSFOR
2. Dec I .Major of San Diego, Calif.
3. Dec 26 LTG Minh,

BG Girard - CMAC
4, Jan 27 COL Inskeep, '

LTC Smith - ACTIV

IT1 Commander's Report
(a) Problems
1. The loss of ACV USA# 6815902 on 9 Jan reduced the number of ACV's
on hand to two. Since there is now no backup craft available, it can be
expected that longer maintenance periods will be occasionally required. How-
ever, due to the much improved maintenance and logistical operations, the unit
expects to continue operations at its present high rate of avallabzlity.
{b) Persecnnel and Logistical support
1. The unit has experienced an acceptable rate of personnel replace-
ment. All primary drivers were trained and replaced during the period, along
with one new vehicle commander. Although eleven key personnel will DEROS in the

" next 120 days, it is felt that no serious problems will arise if the present

‘rate of replacements is maintained.
(c) Tactical and technical innovations.
'la Overland night operations:
On 24 November 1969 two Air Cushion vehicles conducted a night -

" ambush near FSB Shiloh, This ambush was conducted to verify the feasibility of

~utilizing the ACV-in-this role and in support of ‘other ground infantry ambushes, ;- ol

- The success of this and subsequent night operations has led the unit to operate

ptimarily at night in support of infantry elements.

III Lesscns Learned ,
(a) Treining '
1. Observation: Concerted driver training programs can be effectivel)
conducted within capabilities of the unit in a relatively short period.

Sy




Yvaluation: During Decersber a concerted driver training rograr.
was conducted within the unft to replace the three departing primary
drivers., Atter extensive classroonm instruction and training, the unit
conducted two three day driver training operations at Nha Be. After thas,
extensive water training at Nha Be, the trainee drivers will be intepratoed
into combat overland operations under the close supervision of the
experienced drivers. This extensive ettort resulted in giving basic
background instruction to new primary dreivers with only a six day loss o
combat availability,

Recommendation: The results obtained from a six day driver training
operation greatly enhance the training ol new drivers, and shauld be
continued,

(b)) Personnel

Y. Observation: Survivability of personnel on board AV i
cut standing.

Fvaluation: On Y January 1970, ACV Y02 was destroyed when it struck
what was belicved to be a dud 500 1b, bomb, Although fourteen of the
seventeen personnel on board the ACV were injured, no one was killed, and
all but one man was quickly returned to duty. This man will fully recover,

Recommendation: That the eftects of overpressure and turbulence be
resvarched as a dissipator of an explosive force.

(¢) Operations

Observation: Throughout the reporting period ACV's uperated primarils
at night in ambushes and as a reaction force to support ground infantry
ambushes, radar sightings and dufflebag activations., The Plain of Rceeds
provides a very suitable terrain for the ACV operations and [llumination
provided by artillery, mortars and hand-held flares provides sufficient
light to navigate and scarch for the enemy.

Recommendation: That the ACV Unit continue to expand its night
operations ia the Plain of Reeds area, and if sufficient support is
available, in other suitable areas in Long An Province.

Observation: ACV ambushes arce cffective and provide excellent
flexibility as a point of departure for subscquent night operations.

Evaluation: On the night of -2 December 1969 at 0435 hours a group
of 10-12 Communists moved into the center of the prepared night location
of the ACVY Unit and 1' 5 dismounted infantry elements. Five enemy were
killed and one was captured from the ambush with no U,S. casualticvs. ACV
ambushes located in the general area of other ground infantry ambushes
provide fast and effective support to elements who have made contact.

Recommendation: That ACV ambushes be planned in close coordination
with infantry ambushes so that reaction support can be utilized with a
minimum of reaction time.

Observation: Two Air Cushion Vehicles are capable of sustaining
insertion/extraction/reaction support for two rifle companics without
additional support.

Evaluation: Throughout December and January the ACV unit, while
operating out of FSB Cettysburg, inserted, cxtracted and provided the
reaction force for the one/two companic(s) located at the FSB. No major
problems were encountered during emplacement or extraction of the ambushes
and a C&C aircraft was required only on inserting in unfamiliar or rough

terrain, The insertions and extractions can be completed relatively fast
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(20-28 personnel) per craft.
Recommendation:

" due to the speed of the ACV and its load carrying capability of one platc,un

That supported commanders continue to chalaenge the
Air Cushion Vehicle Unit fnr suppor: in imaginative combat lnd luxiuary

UNC

camba: support roles. _ ,/’
. . . - s g oo
. :»-‘:) J / - (_ }. {\, . - .
for DUANE B ROOT Y\ .
MAJOR, Armor
* Commanding .
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