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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICK OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (g May 70) FOR OT UT 701235 19 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Infantry
Division, Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U)
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
C::)with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
hjfa of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
‘=!=rnay be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

%/ZéMm

KENNETH G. WICKHAM

1 Incl Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command
US Army Materiel Command
Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Air Defense School

US Army Armor School ,/’/?fi
US Army Aviation School ET

US Army Chemical School ;

US Army Combat Surveillance School f

US Army Electronic Warfare School i -

US Army Engineer School 1
US Army Field Artillery School S
US Army Infantry School . Regraded unclassified when separated

from classified inclosure., - -
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division
APO 96345

AVLB.T~-MHD 10 March 1970

SURJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1., (¢) o st Significant Activities (Reference: llap, 1:50,000
VN Serigg L7014),

a. Introduction,

(1) The 1st Infantry Division continued in the performance of its gen-
eral missions during the reporting period:

{a) Destruction of main force North Vietnamese Army (NVA) units, equip-
ment and base camps,

(b) In conjunction with Government of Vietnam (GVN) forces, the identi-
fication and destruction of local Communist forces and the Communist infrastruc-
ture (VCI) in order to provide a secure environment to further GVN authority
over the area and peoples.

(¢c) Assistance in the training and inmprovement of the Army of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam (ARVN) and GVN forces,

(d) Overwatch of the Tactical Area of Interest (TAOIL),

(e) Preparations to redeploy the lst Infantry Division from the Republic
of Vietnam to CONUS,

(2) Within the overall framework of these general nissions, the princi-
pal missions for the reporting period were to:

(a) Detect and destroy enemy forces approaching Saigon through the Dau
Tieng - Saigon River - Iron Triangle and Song Be - Dong #ai - Tan Uyen Zones,

FOR oT uT DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
702 35 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Heport of lst Infantry Di is&o? gor Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2 U

(b) In coordination with the 25th Infantrv Division, and the 5th and
25th ARVN Divisions, conduct attrition operctions against Communist Sub-regica
1 (SR-1)-and the 10lst Regiment,

(¢) In coordination with the 5th ARVN Division and the 1lst Cavalry Divif
ston (AM), conduct attrition operations againet Communist Sub-region 5 (Sk-5,
and the Dong Nai Regiment,

(d) From January 1970, in coordination with the lst Australian Task Force
(ATF) and the Roya. Thal Army Volunteer Force (RTAVF), conduct attrition
operations in Phuoc Tuy Province against elements of Communict Sub-region 4
(SR-4) and the 274th Regiment,

(e) Support GYN Revolutionary Development Program by conducting military
operations within the TACI in coordination with and in support of the 5th
ARVN Division, and respective province and dictrict headquarters,

(f) Continue implementation of "Vietnamization" through operations with
the 5th ARVN Division and other GVN military forces in the TAOI under the
Dong Tien or "Progress Together" Frogram,

(g) Maintain security of major lines of communications within the TACI
(Hwy 13 - Rt Iron; Hwy 314 and 16 - Rt Lead; and Hwy 7B, 2A and 1A - Rt Zinc,,

(h) Within the TAOIL, coordinate the security of key bridges aand installs-
tions, and respond to Communist/NVA attacks against Allied installations,
camps and headquarters,

(1) Prepare detailed plans for the redeployment of the lst Infantry Divi-
sion from South Vietnam,

(j) Prepare detailed contingency plans for providing assistance to adja-
cent Allied units during the TET holiday period in February 1970.

(3) Based on command guidance, experience factors and the changing tac-
tical environment, the following operational trends were prevalent during
the reporting period, .

(a) Increased enphasis on maintaining contact.

(b) Night operations,

(¢) Small unit operations,

(d) "Pile-on" tactics.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report cf it Infantry Divilﬁo?dSor Period

Ending 31 Januaxy 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2
(e) Village/hanlet geal and search operatione,

(£) Rallior<PH interrogation and exploitation,

(g) Centralization of divisional assets,

(n) Major displacements of brigaudes, and combat and combat support units,

(1) Combined operations with ARVN, Regional and Popular Force unite (RF/
FF) and People's Self-Defense Force units %PSDF) at battalion, company, bat-
tery and platoon levels,

b, Perszonnsl and administration,

(1) Personnel strength:

off WO B A

Authorized 1 Noy 69 1077 192 15926 17195
Authoriged 31 Jan 70 - 1077 191 15919 17187
Agsigned 1 Nov 69 1150 183 15864 17217
Assigned 31 Jan 70 1113 174 14857 16144

(2) Enlisted gaine, qualification and status:

(a) Replacements received: 4088,

(v) Cutstanding requisiticons:t as of 13 Jan 70, DA cancelled all pre-
vious requisitions that were walid for all enlisted grades, Therefore, this
quarter had no shortfall of enlisted personnel,

(¢) Credits: None,

(d) Qualifications: None,

(3) Officer galns, qualifications and status:

(a) Replacements received: 270,

(b) Outstanding requisitions: O,

(¢) Creditst N/A,

(a) Qualifications and status: N/A,

CONFDENTIAL
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 197
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (Re) (U)

(4) Enlisted losses: Administrative losses durlng the period 1nhelude
reassignment within RVN, rotation and ETS, and board actions:

(a) Reassignments within RVN: 370,

(b) Rotation and ETS: 4370,

(5) Officer and warrant officer losses: There were 324 losses during
the quarter due to reassignment witnin Vietnam, rotations and ETS,

(6) Losses due to casualtles were us follows:

‘1 Nov Off WO m Agg

; KIA 4 1 26 31

1 VIA 17 1 201 219

§ MIA 0 0 0 0

; NBD 0 0 9 9

i NBM 4 0 43 L7

| Degc

‘ KIA 0 0 14 14
WIA 10 0 141 151
MIA 0 0 0 0
NBD 0 0 8 ]
NBM 2 0 42 Ly
Jan
KIA 1 0 20 21
WIA 10 0 122 .132
MIA 0 0 0 0
NED 0 0 13 13
MBM 3 1 76 80
(7) Maintenance of morale: awards and decorations.
Medal of Honor 0
Distinguighed Service Cross 0
Dietinguished Service Medal 0
Silver Star 121
Soldier's Medal 17
Bronze Star Medal - Valor 572
Bronze Star Medal .- Merit 4438
Army Commendation Medal - Valor 294

W: T W
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Divieion for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-éc (R2) (U)

Army Commendstion Medal - Merit 6167
Legion of Merit 15
Distinguished Flying Cross - Valor 59
Distinguished Flying Cross - Achievement 18
Air Medal - Valor 76
Purple Heart 430
Alr Medal - Achievement L4258
Certificate of Achievement 1

(8) Personnel management:

(a) Infusiont During the period of 1 Nov 69 - 31 Jan 70, the lst
Infantry Division was not involved in any infiv:ion progranm.

(b) Evaluation: The redeployment of the lst Infantry Division caused
USARV to cancel virtually all replacements to the division effective 13 Jan
70, As of this date all personnel efforts were concentrated on redeploying
the division and making the best use of enlisted personnel resources in nain-
taining tactical operations throughout the redeployment period,

c, Operations
(1) General:

(a) On 1 November 1969, the 1st Infantry Division began operation
TOAN THANG ("Complete Victory") Phase IV and continued its participation as
of the close of the reporting period, All organic units and those under the
operational control (OPCON) of the division were involved, General objectives
were to maintain and expand the offensive-oriented protective "umbrella” in
the northern and eastern portions of the division TAOI, support a vigorous
pacification and security campaign in the populated areas of the TACL and
implement programe to upgrade local ARVN and GVN military units,

(v) Specific objectives included denying enemy base area utilization,
interdicting Communiet/NVA infiltration activities, disrupting enemy logis-
tical operations, preparing for redeployment, exposing 5th ARVI Division
unite to extensive field operations and winning support for the GVIl from
the local population, Battlefield operations consisted of both unilateral
and joint (US-ARVN-RF/FF) ground reconnaissance, night ambush, route security,
PSYOP (psychological operations) and search and ceal operations, In addi-
tion, extensive operations in conjunction with riverine forces were conducted
along the Saigon, Thi Tinh and Song Be Rivers to interdict enemy traffic
along these ‘natural highways, Finally, in the pacification campaign, strong
civic action (CIVAC) and PSYOP programs were combined with increased efforts
to provide military security for the civilian population,

CONFDENTIAL
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970
SUBJECTt Operational Réport of 1lst Infantry Divieion for Period
‘Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(2) Force disposition:
(a) During the reporting period, two significant boundary changes

resulted in major-adjustmente of division force disposition, On 15 Dec
69, the 5th ARVN Division assumeéd responsibility for the remainder of the

.division's TAOR: in' southexrn Binh Duong Province, This included the Phu

Hoa/Iron Triangle/Saigon River territory west of Ben Cat and the area

éast of Ben Cat to Highway LTL 16 and theh south to Tan Uyen, Although
responsibility for the defense of Di An (X1905058) and Phu Loi (X1858155)
base campe remained with the. 16t Infantry Division, the division was able
to-deploy the-2d Brigade north to Lai Khe (XT?770380), At the gane tire
the-division's upper boundary was extended -north to the 78 EW grid line
and the 3d' Brigade moved its headquarters to Minh Thanh (XT628661), This
dispoeition lasted only until 4 Jan 70, when, on orders from. II Field Force
Vietnam (II FFORCEV), the 2d Brigadé moved from Lai Khe to Bear Cat,
(¥S16799%4),. set up ite rear headquarters.and began operations southeast

-of Bear ‘Cat. in Phuoc: Tuy Province,

(b)" During the reporting period, the 1lst Srigade employed one infantry
battalion (1-2d' Inf) in the Michelin Plantation/Razorback liountain area,
one mechaniged battalion (2-2d' Inf) 4n the Michelin and Trapezoid, 'and cne US
(2-28th Inf) and one ARVN (Dong Tien) infantry battalion in the Trapezoid,
After 5 Jan 70,. operational control of one US (1-28th Inf) and one ARVH
(ang Tien) infantry battalion operating in the Long Nguyen Secret Zone
passed from the 3d Brigade to the 1lst Brigade, Thus, during January 1970,
the brigade employed six battalions (one mechanized, three infantry and two
ARVN. "Dong Tien") in the northwestem portion of the divieion TACI, As in
the previous period, the 1st Brigade continued to conduct offensivé operations
to detect and destroy Cbmmunist/NVA forces and caches, extensive anbush and
riverine operations to interdict enumy infiltration and logistical operations,
combined Dong Tien .operations with ARVN/GVN military forces, and rice denial
oberations in the Saigon River villages south of Dau. Tieng (XT495473).

(c) Until 5 Jan 70, the 2d Brigade continued to gecure the Séuthern
portion. of the TAOL with two infantry battalions (1-18th and 2-18th Inf) in
cloge coordination with the 3d Brigade, 82d Ariborne, the 7th ARVH Regi-
ment, Sth ARVN Division and Binh Duong Province forces, On 9 Fov 69 the divi-
-gional cavalry squadron became OPCON to the 2d Brigade, whilé on 15 liov the
3-82d Airborne Brigade deployed from South Vietnam, Their former TAOR in
the Phu Hoa amd Iran Triangle was .absorbed by the 7th ARVN Reginment with the
2d Brigade assuming overwatch responsibility, Onh 15 December 69, the bri-
gade moved its headquarters from Di An to Lai Khe and subsequenily eaployed
two infantry battalions (2-18th and1-26th Inf) in the Song Be Corridor, and
‘one infantry battalion (1-18th Inf) and the divisional cavalry squadron
(1-4th Cav) to the south, below Phu Giao (XT883399), Then, from 4-6 Jan 70,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: ‘Operational Report of 1&# Infantry Divigion for Period
Ending. 31 Januery 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

the brigade made its last displacement td Phuoc Tuy Province where it con-
trolled one mechanized (1-16th Mech) and two infantry (2:16th and 2-18th Inf)
battalions, General missions were to detect and’ destroy Communist/NVA forces,
interdict enemy infiltration and logistical operations, conduct combined oper-
ations with ARVN/GVN military forces and support pacification- through coordi-
nated-population and resource control operations,

{d) Until 15-Dec 69, the 3d Brigade employed five battalions (1-16th
Mech, 2~16th, 1-26th and: 1-28th inf, and one ARVN Dong Tien infantry bat-

talion) north of Lai Khe in the Long Nguyen Secret Zone (west of Routerlj)
-and. the Song Be Corridor (east of Route 13), From 15 Dec 69 to 4 Jan 70,

the brigade relinquished: one of its infantry battalions (1-26th Inf) to the
2d Brigade, and continued operations between the Michélin Plantation and
Route 13 from its Minh Thanh headquarters, With the displacement of the 2d
Brigade to Phuoc Tuy Province in January 1970, the 3d Brigadé moved its
headquarters back to Lai Khe and gave up part of its western area of opera-
tions (40) to the 1st Brigade along with two infantry battalions (1-28th

Inf and one ARVN Dong Tien battalion). While dlosing its other two-bat-
talions (2-16th Inf and 1-16th Mech), to the 2d Brigade, the 3d Brigade
absorbed that brigade's former AO together with two infantry battalions
(1-18th rnd 1-26th Inf) and the divisional cavalry squadron (1-4th Cav).
Thus, at vhe close of the reporting period the 3d Brigade was employing three
battalions (1-4th Cav, 1-18th and 1-26th Inf) in the northeastern portion

of the division TAOI, During this period the missions of the brigade were
to-detect and destroy Communist/NVA forces and caches, interdict enemy infil-
tration and- logistical operations, conduct combined "Dong Tien" operations
with the 5th ARVN Divieion and secure convoys along Route 13,

(3) Operation TOAN THANG, Phaes IV,

(a) The concentration of divisional air and artillery assets in sup-
port of extensive small unit operations along historical enemy infiltra-
tion routes and base areas continued to isolaté the enemy from the populated
southern portions of the TAOI, Faced by more effective ARVIl and GVIi military
forces, and continuous pressure from the 1st Infantry Division, enemy units
remained 1n remote areas and continued to operate in small groups to avoid
detection, Thedivieionmaintained its network of interlocking fire support
bases (FSB) and centralized its other support assets in order to employ
them more effectively and efficiently, ‘At the same time, small unit ground
reconnalssance and night ambushes continued to be ‘emphasized, Unite of the
5th ARVN Division and local RF/PF.unite continued to participate in these
small scale operations resulting in an even stronger Allied force déneity in
critical areas, o
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(b) ‘With increased.security, the pacification campaign proceeded rapidly
in the populated regions of the central and southern TAOI, The lst Infantry
Division, 5th ARVN Division and Binh Duong Province forces continued their
efforts against the dwindling VCI network and Communist local force unite
through systematic seal and. search operationo, centralization and coordina-

tion-of 1ntelligence data, rapid PW and Rallier exploitation, and the exten-
sive use of Mobile ‘Resource Control Teans,

{c). Known énemy units within the Division TAOI tried. desperately
to avoid contact .and-often devoted their entire efforts to food; ‘equipment
and personnel resupply. Resupply became thelr major mission, In order to:
conserve existing force levels, thé.-enemy. abctalned fron large-scale attacke
against Allied installations. Combet ventures generally were limted to
stand-off attacks by mortar and rocket fire.

(a) Intelligence reports did not indicate that the enemy intended to
launch coordinatad,. large-scale attacks in Febxuary 1970 similar to thé
TET offensives of 1968 and 1969, Nevertheéless, the division had five TLT
Contingency plans prepared in the event it became necessary to assist the
1st Cavalry Division %AM) and. 25th Infantry Division, the 5th ARVH Division/
Binh Duong Province or the Capital Hilitary Assistance Command. (CHAC) in
the- Saigon - Long Binh ~ Bien Hoa area,

(&) Operation "Danger Forward" Phase LI:

(a) With the movement of the 2d- Brigade north to Lai XKhe on 15 Dec 69,
Phase II of Operation Danger Forward was put into effect, The same princi-
Ples and practices used in Phase 1 (sée para 1c(5), a-j, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion ORLL, 1 Aug - 31 Oct 69) were applied, But with Phase II the boundary
exteneions to the north allowed Big. Red One units to attack enemy troop
concentrationsandlogistical bases’ when formerly had. been located safely
above the TAOL, It should be pointed out that the division was still géared
for intensive, gmall- scale operations .and, with the 5th ARV Division's
AO expandlng in the south, ‘was .in a. better po*ition 10 put more pressure cu.
these areas than the lst Cavalry Division (AM),

(b)" In the Michelin Flantation aréa, the Trapezoid,. the lower Song
Be -Corridor, and east and west of Route 16 (LTL 16), the- deorpa e in both

‘dengity and size of .enemy units made it desirable- to conduct decentrallzed

Platoon. and -squad-size operations. At this level, infantly units are: able
to cover more area and still obtaln rapid aseistance from. supporting units,
Two successful. techniques u<ed for' such decentralized operations were the
"Shotgun" technique .and the "aerial assault ambush" (See

Incl. 13, 1st Inf Div Cir 525-19, "Air Assault Ambush Flights" and
Incl 14, "The Shotgun Technique of Area Saturation")..
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Diviaion for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS:CSFOR-65.(R2)(U)

(c) Another. smnll unit technique used :with considerably success was the
“mechanical ambush," Egsentially, this ie. -claymore mine (see Incl 15)

.used offenaivoly. They proved extremely effective poeitioned in areas of’

suspected -anemy activity that cannot ‘be covered entirely by conventional anm-
bushes or used to-sscure ‘the flank or rear of ambush. poeitions. ‘From 15-Oct

€9 to 31 Jan 70, mechanical ambughes. .accounted for over 160 enemy eliminated

in the 1lst. Infantry Division TAOR,
(5) Operation- "Seminolecs:"

(a) On 25 Oct €9, Operation Seninoles was :launcheéd. with the -objective

-of reducing the strength of :specific eneny Local ‘Force. (LF) units by one

third prior to-1 Jan 70, .Each brigade and the cavalry squadron were given
specific units against which to concentraté, Targetad were- the €301 (Tan
Uyen), C61 (Ben-Cat), C62 (Chau Thanh),.C63 (Lai Thieu), Cé4 (Dau Tieng)

and 065 (Phu Cuong) LF companiee, Though. weak, thege units were congidered
important to the enemy and their attrition was a aignificant .step forward in
the pacification campaign, In addition, ‘with' no major activity in the TAOR,
the 1st Infantry Diviesion could afford to target substantial resources against
these local, semi—guerrilla units.

(b) During the reporting period the following resulte were -achieved:

LF Unit  Strength No, Elin in 0ot  Hov. Dec  Jap Total
Cé1 50 13 1 12 2 30
cé2 b5 0 3 0 7
63 20 -0 0 0 Not in.div AO0- 0
Céh 120 16 19 9 0 bl
Cé5 25 16 0 0 Not in div A0 16
C301 ‘85 9 0 1 0: 10

The above figures are only rough estimates; moreé accurate strnngth data is

.available ‘through IPW (Interrogation Prisoner-of-War) and capuiired docutent

reports,

(c) Oporation "Chameleon": ~-On order from 11 Field Force ‘Vietnan; Operation
Chameleon began.on 30'Dec 69, .The opetation: involved the movement. of the 2d

Brigade out of the Divigion's TAOR to AO- "Dagger" eoutheast of Bear Cat Base
Camp (YS5167994) in Phuoc Tuy Province. ‘The brigade's mitsion was to increase

the Allied force donlity. and aesist the 1=t Australian Tagk Force .and the
Royal Thai, -Army Volunteer force 1n combating enemy tnits, especially the 274th
Main Force Regiment, the ‘5th Main Force Heavy Weapons Battalion of SR-i, the
'525th .and D67 Sapper Battalione and ‘the ‘C41 Local Force Company, From 5-31 Jan
70, the 2d Brigade accounted for 41:.enemy. KIA:and 18 possible KIA, In addition,
contacts and successes of the Australians and Thais slowly increaeed with ‘the
overall increase in Allied Presgure..
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AVDB-T-MHD 10 March 1970

‘SUBJECT+ Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for ‘Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

{2) ‘Rice -denial operations:

(a) On. 18 Nov ‘69, the 1st Infantry Division began an extensive rice
-denial progran in.Binh Duong Province, Since Auguet 1969, intelligence.
reporte had traced. the -disintegration of ‘the enemy's logistical system.
The-bulk of his energy was being spent on: resupply missions, However, his
failure to replenish -his fowds stocke was continually reflected in the strean
of Ralliere who had surrendered out of -desperation, "In, order to keep the

enemy. in this unfavorable posture, the post-mongoon rice- ‘harvest had to be
-protected.

{v). A coordinated G2-G3 effort was necessary. to produce- a ‘body -of
‘Televant information on crop harvekting and matketing areas and proced-
ures, This was ihen\correlated with known eneny strengths, locations .and
pa<t actlvitie avoid -duplication of .effort, both the 5th. ARVN Divi-
.ion and Binh Duong Province official were brought 1nto the planning
early, After:a rice harvest intelligence picture had been projected, three
rice zones wére designated and enough troop resources allocated to ingure
Qec..nty and control of the harvesting, proceésing, transporting and arket-
ing of the rice crop, Direct fupervision was accompl:nhed by local GVH
offic;als. Though' difficult to measure the progréam's success,- the. inability
:0f the enemy to rebuild hie logistical base during the reporting period’
and ‘his -subsequent inaction, indicates the program achieved its goals,

(8) Operation "Keystone Bluejay': Planning for Keystone Bluejay,

the redeployment of the 1lst Infantry D1v1*ion from the Republic of Viet-
nam, began officially on 15 Dec 69, On.-that. date, thé Commanding. General
received word that, after more than four years of combat, the lst Infantry
Division.colors would return to CONUS before 15 April as part of the Fres-
ident's Phase IIL withdrawal. Plans outlined-a four increnent stand down
of the division, The plan called for a small color guard to be returned.

to Fort Riley, Kansas, with the bulk of the-division's personnel reassigned

‘within- Vigtnqm. A eeparate After Action Report applies to Keystone Bluejay,

(9) Significant.enemy initiated events,

.(a) On the norning of 4 Hoy 69, Dau Tieng Baze Canp was struck by four

‘107mm rockets -and 15 82mm mortar round¢ slightly wounding three US
‘personnel Following this, at 0053 and 0158 two ground probes were launched

against FSB Hong XIIL (vie XT574386) with gemi-automatic (SA) and rocket
‘propelléd -grenade (REC) fire, The brlef contacts resulted in one Armored.

“Personnel Carrier. one ,50-cal, MG and one Rome Plow damaged. The fol-

lowing night, both Dau Tieng and Lai Khe base camps were subject to har-

rassing rocket attacks with- -only minoTr danage. These four attacks may

have been prompted by President Nixon's announced sddrese to the US Nation

-concerning ‘Vietnan, broadcast late on the morning of 4 Nov 69,
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(b) On 5 Noy 69. 2130, 20-25 enemy. entéred Dong Sac Village on Route
16 (vic XT902342) and kidnapped the -girl friend of 237th RF Company Com-
mander, The woman was later fround murdered,

(¢) Dau Tieng was again hit on 15 Nov 69, 0745, by four 107mn rockets
resulting in six US WIA, one KIA and one helicopter damaged. The following
day, the daily Dau Tleng—FSB Tennessee (vic XT583333) convoy was ambushed:
at 1050, vic XT532385, Several RFG rounds and SA fire resulted in light
damage to the lead tank and one US slightly WIA,

(a) The last enemy initlated action for the month was on 30 Noy €9 when Jau
Tieng received 20-25 122mm rockets (impacting outsidé theé perimeteér) at
0013, and four 107mm rockets at 0052, Later that morning, at 0130, FSB Pine
Ridge to- the north: (XT522588) was ‘hit by ten. 82mm mortar rounds. The only
casualty was one US .slightly WIA at Dau Tieng.. ’

(e) On the night .of 2:3 De¢ .69, indirect fire attacks were again absorbed
‘by Lai Khe, Dau Tieng and FSB Pine Ridge. Dau Tieng received nine 107nm
rockete and 40-&0-rounde of 120fim mortar rounde resulting in five US WIA, and
‘heavy damage to the. 1-5 Arty mess, A second attack againit Dau Tieng and
those against Lal Xhe and Pine Ridge were minor, On 7-8 Dec 69, four similar
rocket/mortar attacke were launched against Dau Tieng and Pine Ridge, These
harassing aitacks were not followed by sapper-assaults, ground prohes or any
other significant activity.

(£) After 3 Dec 69, these attacks. began to decrease, However, with
Communist -holidays on 20 and 22 December the. anniversary of the llational
Liberation Front and North Vietnam's People's Army Day), and the 30ob Hope
Christmas Show scheduled for 32 December, extra patrols were scouring thé Lai
Khe "Rocket Belt," At 1800, 21 Dec 69, vic XT758459, A/2-16 surprised an
enemy squad resulting on one PW (WIA), two KIA and three 107mm rockets (ready
for launching at lLai Kne) captured, The enemy unit was later identified as
a platoon of the C9, K35 Artillery ‘Battaldon,

(s) The last major: fire attack against Dau Tieng and Pine Ride took
place on 4 Jan. 70, At 0100, the 1st.Brigade base camp took 25 12011 rortar
rounds dtuaging six Cobra gunships .and 8ix utility helicopters. Following
this at 0340, a 9-10 round mortar attack againet. Pine Ridge was exacuted,
but failed to cauee any damage,. ‘Due to inexperience or friendly activity,
thé enemy units. ha:lssing Pine. Ridge never were able to place accurate fire
.against this FSB despite many attempts during the reporting period,

(h) A second terrorist incident occurred on 28 Jan 70, At 2215,
approximately 10 ememy entered Binh My Village (vic XT905336) dectroyed
a building in thc.mlrket place with a.: zatchel charge and withdrev hefore
the 57th PF Platoon could react, During the same night, nearby 'SB Lobo
(XT867372) and Tan Binh (XT879359) were hit at 1945 and 2015 by 82un
mortar fire, The suspected firing grid for both indirect attacks was XT8437,
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(1) The last major fire attack during the reporting period occurred
on. 301923 Jan 70 when Lai Khe was subject to 12 122mm Tockets (suspected
firing areas were XTP40LE? and XTP47492), Only three rockets landed in-
side the perimeter resulting in oné bullding damaged and one US slightly wounded.

(10) Significant eventz: As in the nrevious period, the bulk of the
division's combat activities consisted oi 'snall unit operations and engage-
ments with groups o6f 3-4 enemy troops.

(a) On 31 Oct 69, A/1-2d Inf located a large medical .cache between the
MicHelin Plantation and Minh Thanh (vic XT567635), The cache consisted of
both médical supplies (anti-toxing, blood, insulin, plasma, and a variety of
drugs in 1liquid and solid forn) and medical equipment (stoves, pans, tape,
sciesors, bandages, -clamps, etc), The eize and variety of the fifd indicated
that the eneny had plannéd to established awell-equipped field hospital some-
Where in the genéral area. )

(b) On the morning of 11 Nov 69, a platoon of A/1-18th Inf laying in
ambush just south of 'the Song Be River, vic XT980383, sighted 35-40 eneny
on the bank, At 0625, the 'ambushérs opened fire at close range, quickly
killing 19 enémy and securing six PW, The remaining enemy returned fire and
fled to thé. southeast, Theré weré no friendly cazualties.

(e¢) A group of sevén ralliérs surréndered to B/2-28th Inf on 160925
69 vic. XT519409, Interrogations revealed that thesé weré the last of the
Ben Tran Guerillas (the others had rallied on 23 Sep 69).

(@) The. only heavy action in the Trapezoid took place on 23 Nov 69.
At 0920, vic AT556441, A/2-28th Inf engaged an éstimated 20-25 énemy, The
enemy wag -well dug~in and returned with SA/RPG/automatic Weapons (AW) fire.
The infantry 'was momentarily &topped with 10 WIA, The.company was quickly

supported by D/1-4ih Cav gunships and fighter-bombers (TAC Air) and later
reinforced by °/2-28th Inf, and four APC's: from ‘Recon/2-2d. Inf (liech), At

1730, elements -of C/2-28th-Inf and Recon/2-2d (Mech) re-established contact

.and  drove the énemy from the area, Final results of the day-long contact

were 16 US WIA and 30 enemy KIA; -one 8lmm mortar and a quantity of individual
weapons, -afnmunition and documents captured,

(e) On 26 Nov 69, at 1030 vi¢ ¥T887118 (just outside Di An Base Caap),.
B/1-4th Cav opérating with the 169th RF Company destroyéd a tunnel, killing
three enemy soldiers, Documente .of one of the enemy XIA ideéntified himias Chief
of Staff of the Dong. Nai Régiment,

(f) On 20 Deéc-69, B/2-2d Inf (Mech) while checkirg .a Yellow Jacket

,;eportv(suspgéted eneny headquarters location), spotted-a radio antenna.

attached to a tree. The antenna wire led to a carefully concealéd spider
hole,” A guard- was inmediately killed and 12 PW wére talked out of the
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tunnel by & Kit Carsom: Scout, A search of ‘the underground shelter revealsi!
one AK-47, two pistols, eight Sony trensistor radios, one Chi Conm #139
receiver C/V voice, three FPRC 25 radios, .one ‘honmemade ‘AM receiver, two home-:
~ made  AM trananitter/receivers, and a quantity of maps, documents and iscel-
laneous equipment, Documents- included .unit locations for 3-82d Abn battalions ‘
(then redeployed from RVN), and the call signe and frequencies -of all lst ‘
Infantry Division battalions and those-of the 3-82d Abn down to the co-pany f
|
1

SO -

level, Although the PV were evasive amd uncooperative during interrogation,
the large volume of ‘SOI data ard transcripts cf friendly radio traffic
(especially Binh Tuong Province nets) indicated that the facility was a
radio intercept. stition of the Intelligence Section, Military Affairs Branch,

SR"l .

(11) Target destruction section (TDS)s. The TDS continued to improve
1ts efficiency -during the reporting perlod and, -as of ,31 Jan. 70, ite
- aseisted in the ‘elimination of 190 eneny (see para 1c(11)(a), 1st Infantry
¢ ‘Division ORLL, 1. Aug - 31 Oct 69),

(12) Night Hawks During the reporting. period, Night Hawk operations:

resulted in.89 engagenents with 95 eneny KIA -and- three sampans destroyed

; (for more infomation, -aee para 1c(11)(b), 1st Infantry Division ORLL, 1 ;
i Aug - 31 Oct 169), |
(13)_ USAF gupports There were 1353 sorties of Tac Air in support of 5

? the 1at Infantry Division during the. period 1 Nov 69 - 31 Jan 70, In addi-

‘ f tion;. there were six B-52 ‘atrikes, one in the Trapezoid, iwo in the ‘Song Be- ;
i ‘, ‘Corridor, and three in the vicinity of: the Michelin Plantation, Four land- g
T 'ing.:zones: Were -conatructed -using Commando- Vaults, two in the eastern Catcher's

Mitt ares and two eagt-of the Ragorback.

b ) 'll&f) " The cumulative results for Operation TOAN THANG, Prase IV, which
‘began: on. 1 Nov. .69. and continued as of 31 Jan were: “

o

‘ (a) Uss 65 KiA,QM 460 WIA;..one dunp: truck, one .PRC-,25, ‘one Zippo
- ; l((ém ~\with;f1ametb1'9nqr).y»bne UH-1 .helicopter destroyed and one: gcout dog
2 o .. KIA, )

e

(b)" Enemyi 1017 KIA, 68 possible KIA, 96 PW, 114 fol Chanhe (Ralliere)
; ‘and: 154 detainees; 612 individual weapons; ‘57 crew-gerved weapons; 102,225
SA roundsj 2,351 grenades) 710 RFG rounde;: 416 mortar rounds; four 75hm R/R
roundsy -one: 90mn round; seven 155mm roundey one 8" round; 19 2,75" rockete
: 14 107nm rockets; one 122mm rocket; 255 AP mines; 72 AT ninesj 324 '1bs of

‘ ‘explosives) 1078 blasting.caps). 4,135 bunkersy 24 bicyclesy. 53 sampans; and
E . 17,125 1bs of rice captured -or-destroyed.
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(15) Statistical summary:

US KTA NVA KIA PY  Ralllers To tal Eneny E)}iminated

tlovember 69 30 365 42 27 L3
December 69 14 330 u6 82 452
January 70 21 322 8 5 335

(b) Honthly ratios:

Ki1] Ratio Elimination Ratio
Hovember 69 365:30 12,2:1 434:30 14,51
December 69 330:14 23,7:1 468314 32,7:1
January 70 322:21 15,3:1 335:21 16:1

'(16) Land élearing operations:

(a) The division Rome plows bégan the reporting period near FSB Sor,
vic XT640350, From 1 Nov.through 9 Yov 69 they cut 240 acres followed bj
a. gix-day maintenance .stand down, On 17 ilov. 69 they movcd riortheast of %
Michelin, vic' XT7056, to. conduct offensive clearing opérations and, throa"v
5.Déc 69, cut 531 acres, On 6 Dec 69, thé plows ioved to the upper Song be
Corridor, vic XT842667, until 15 Dec 69 and cut 269 acres. Following a
maéintenance stand:down. at Lai Khe, the plow= moved into the Tiong Hguyen
Secreét Zone, vic XT618554 and cleared. 335 aéres, On. 5 Jan 70, thé plows
moved into the Trapezoid. and, by 31 Jan, had cut 923 acres, During this

three-month. period, the 1lst Engineer Romé Plows cleared a. fotal.: :of 2298
acrés in the divisior TAOR,

(b) The 984th Land Clearing Conpany began this reportlnv period in
the Trapezoid, vic XT556396 and X7T621348, From 1 kov to 16 Iov 69, they
cut 2840 acres before moving -out of the division 40.

(17) Operation Dong Tien: From liov 69 t6 Jan 70 the Dong. Tien prograx
¢ontinued to stress dual US/ARVN infantry battalion operations, As- before,
the program involved the "association" of similar US/ARVI units; this aseo-
ciation did not imply an OPCON status and participating ARVN forces renained

under the control of’ their rarent unit (cee. 1c(19 1&t Infantry Division
ORLL 1 Aug - 31 Oct 69),

(a) Battalions of the- 8th ARVH Regiment continued t6 work wlth the L-2"in

and 2:28th Inf at Fire Support Bazes Apollo (X7637507) and Kien (XT519418),
At Kien, the 3-8th ARVN Inf continued to cperate with. the 2- 28th Inf until it

CONFIDENTIAL




AVDB-T-MHD CONFl DENTIAL 10 March 1970

SUBJECT: Cpnt’iqngl‘ Report of lst Infantry Division for Period
‘Ending 31 January 1970, RCS.CSFOR-65 (R2): (V)

: x waa relleved on 11 Jan by the 2-8th, At Apollo, the 1-Bth replaced the 2-8th

: ARVN Inf on 12 Dec €9, -As in the previous reporting period, both: US infantry
battalions shared the fire suppor: hase with their ARVN counterparts and oper-
ated combined tactical operations zinters, Combined operations were character-

. ~ ised by dusl US/ARVN company operutions, cross-attached platoon operations,

! and decentralised field operationt which have streseed -small unit leadership

and employment of combat support assets,

to conduct coordinated- operations with the.1-18th Inf at FSB Nornmandy I1I
§XT904318§. South of Normandy III, the 2-18th Inf at FSB- Venable Heights
XT902176) was paired first with the 4-7th ARVN Inf and, after 9 Dec 69, with
the 3-7th, These units did not share fire support bases or TOC; their Dong
‘Tien program consisted mainly of coordinated planning and intelligence exploi-
tation, and-dual ARVN/US. conpany operations, The two US infantry battalione
also coordinated closely and conducted coribined opérations with local RF/FF,
¥ith the‘displacement of the 2d Brigade to Lal Khe on 15 Deéc, the period of
Dong Tien infantry operations with the 7th ARVN Regt wae concluded,

E (b) ‘Until 15 Dec 69, the 2-7th ARVN Inf at FSB Jim (XT882392) continued

y (c) Combined operatione. under the Dong Tlen program Were not confined
~ to US/ARVN infantry battalions, Since 1 Nov 69 the 1&t Infantry Division

, conducted a total'of 97 significant combined operations with RF/FF and PSDF
3 unite, In Nove'mbgn and December, the mainetay of this; effort was the 1l-4th
Cav operating in western-and southwestern Binh Duong Province, Using their
organic communicatione, modility and firepower, the cavalry squadron was

3 able to support four to five different GVN units at one tine., In January

4 1970, the bulk of such operations was assumed by ithe 1-2d° Inf (with units
in Tri Tam District) and the 1-16th Inf (Mech) (in Phuoc Tuy Province).

At the same time the 1-44h Cav, operating in the.division's .central and new
southern TAOR, began conducting combined Dong Tien operations with. 5th ARVN
Division elements,

(@) On 28:Nov 69, A Battery, 51st ARVN Arty, was replaced by B/51st
ARVN Arty at FSB Kien, A team from the 1st Infantry Divieion's 1-5th Arty
was charged-with training the new battery in US fire support procedures,
In addition, the 1-7th. Arty continued to provide assistance to B/181st ARV
‘Arty and the 2-33 Arty concentrated on providing radar (AN/PQR-4) OJT to
selected ARVN personnel, Operational commitments-of both US and ARVH units
have prevented further expansion of the artillery Dong Tien program,

S i G e 2\ P T e

() Pacification support responsibility in southern and central Binh
Duong Frovince was transferred to the 5th- ARVN Divieion, With the improve-
ment of local RF/FF and PSDF, ARVN units slowly moved north to reinforce anc
finally replacé the combat forces:of the 1st Infantry Division, By April,
‘with the .assistance of the 25th Infantry Divieion and the 11th Armored Cavalry
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Regiment, and sufficient combat support from IIT Corps/II FFORCEV, 5th ARVN
Division will be. ablé to secure the Phu Hoa/Iron Triangle/Trapezoid/foute 13/
Song Be Corridor area.

d, Training:

(1) Replacement training:

(a) There were 4812 replacements trained by the divieion school during
the: reporting period,

(b) Since the =chool opened on 15 Feb 69, thére were 19,448 replacenents
trained,

(2) sniper training:

(g) ‘During ‘the reporting period:the following 18-day sniper classes were

-conducted: :
Class No St End D, No, Snipers Graduated
7-69 29 -0ct - 16 Nov 18
8-69 20. Nov - ‘13 Dec 17
9-69: 15 Dec - 5 Jan 17
1-70 8 Jan - 26 Jan 21

(b) 1st Infantry Divisioh enipers -eliminated 14 Communist/NVA during
the three month period,

(¢c) Total body count as of 31 Jan 70: 71 KIA,

() 2e of 31 Jan 70, the 1st Infantry Division had 92 snipers deployed
in the field,

(3) Division Mobile Training Team (HTT): The following training was
conducted by the. MIT during this period:

‘Month  Students  Hours of Insfruction  Man Hours

- Nov' 7629 361 27,286
Dec 8054 373 30,300
Jan 8710 391 34,100

(&) Kit Carson Scout Training: There Were 14 scouts trained by the Divi-
gion Training Command during the reporting peériod,
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ecbteas seon et

‘ (5) TDY schoolss

Courne Location No, of Students
- MACV Recondo  Nha Trang 25
3 AARTS Vung Tau 20.
v AH-1C Vung Tau 2
OH-6A IP/SIP Vung Tau 1
3 Signal Long' Binh b2
1 JEST Republic of Philippines 7
FLL Long Binh 1
Audio-visual Long Binh 10
"NCR 500 . Long Binh 3

e, Intelligince,

}\1) The strengths of enemy forces operating in the let Infantry Division
"“AO as of 31 Jan 70 were estimated as follows!:

Main force military personnel 3035

%2sAl_£h:sa;nnd.su:::ills_n::lennnl. —250-
otal eatimated combat strength 3783

: Logistical support personnel 625
f Total strength Li60

(2) ;The known rate of infiltration uppearsd to have been inadequate to
maintain<enemy strength in the division TAOI, Known infiltration into the
area decreaded during November, December and January, Exact figures for
'1nf11trzgéon into the lst Infantry Divieion TAOI are not known, but do not
exceed

(3) Specific reinforcements available from outside the divieion TACI were
from the. 5th, 7th and 9th Divisions, All units within the division TAOL had
artillery units in support,

(4)- ‘The accepted locations of confirmed enemy unite within the divieion:
TAOL. snd ‘along its periphery were:

, Combat
-Unit Strensth Effectiveness Current Probable Location
§ .
1 'SR.']G
101 Regt 850 C/E ‘Trapezoid/N of Michelin
268 Regt. 600  C/E Ho. Bo/Boi Lol area
Quyet Thang' I & II Bng ° 170 Marginal C/E F’ilhol/Phu Hoa area
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; ‘8th ‘Arty: Bn 90- ‘Haxginal C/E  Ho Bo/Citadel area
j ; 9th Arty Bn 100 C/E Southern Trap/Phu Hoa
3 10th ‘Arty. Bn- 80  Marginal C/E  Southern Trap/Filhol
n Dong Nai ‘Regt 500 liaiginal C/E  Song Be. Corridor/
i Catcher's Mitt
g y CID
E 96th Arty Regt 700: C/E Diepersed through N III
' CTZ
K33 Arty Bn- 200 C/E 'N'of Phuoc Vinh
: ; K3 Arty Bn 200 C/E N of Tay liinh City
i K35 Arty Bn 160. C/E Long Nguyen/iichelin area
, ; 7% Arty Regt. 625 C/E War Zone D/Bien Hoa area (P)
% : Force Unit
] Cé1 Ben.CatCo™ 25. Marginal C/E  Dispersed along Thi Tinh
i . River
T Cé2 Chan Thanh Co 30  Maxginal C/E  "SE-of Chanh Luu
F C63 Lai Thieu Co 20 C/E I of Lai Thieu
: - C6k Lau Tieng Co. 69 C/E Michelin
: C65 Phu Cuong City Flat 8  Marginal C/E N of Phu Cuong
: €301 V 75 Marginal C/E  NE of Tan Uyen
; c10° 5  Marginal C/E  Phu Hoa Dong
; c25 20 C/E Filhol/Phu Hoa area
‘ ‘ Rear Service Groups
' " . 8lat RSG alements 300 N/A War Zone D
834 RSG -elenents 500 N/A SR-1
50th 3SG- elements 150 N/A S.of the Fishhook
1 - 274 Regt 750 C/E S of Binh' Son
D67 Bn. 120 C/E YS2970 '
: 525th Bn 140 C/E Hat Dich
: SR-4 MF--Bne 470 C/E Nhon ‘Trach/Hat Dic
i ( Do  LF Bn 200 C/E 'YSho?5
; C41 Chau Due. Co 30. C/E Chau Duc District (VC) and
3 ' ‘Toc Tien lountain
? (5‘),“ ’Iho.a?_ccolitod locations of confirmed enemy units. considered available
3 as reinforcerents are:
. 18
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. , Conmbat: 3
ol © Sizengih Effeciiveness Current Frobable location
Sth Commintat Divigian. 4000,  C/E

‘275 Regt 650  C/E. NE. of Sone Be

240 IVA Divigion wes Vom0

141 Regt 900. C/E ‘NW of Loc¢ Ninh:
165 Regt. ‘950. -C/E: SW: of Bu Dop

«:209 th 925: ‘C/E "NE .of ‘Loc ‘Ninh
271 Regt =~ = 7600 C/E Eastern War Zone.C
272 Regt - 980 C/E . ‘Nestern Var Zone C
-950- Regt- 8850 C/E: E of Bek Klok

(8) ‘1014t Reginent.

(&) Durlu tho reporting period, the- 101st Regiment continued to -avoid
contact while moving ite -three battalions northward, Near-the end of the
=roport1n¢ pu-iod the~ mi-ont vas involved in nlupplying -and roﬁtting. and
‘Teceived approxinately 140-160 ‘known replacements which boosted its strength
from amxlutoly 700 %0 850, The- hudquu'torl .and. reat base areas of the
Tegiment. were contacted nuserous times from December 1969 to mid-January
1970 4n ‘the ucmty .south-of Minh Twm ‘(XT5962), However, the. regimont

,,,,,

~ahorta¢u dm to tniod opntiom 1n tho :Minh Thunh n.nd Trapezoid a.reu.

(b) The'X1 htmm relocated from east/northeast of ‘the Michelin
Plantation to the ares dinctly north of the Michelin, The K2 battalion
relocated from the-centmal to-the -northern Trapesoid area while the K3:

‘battalion moved from esst/southeast to east/northeast of the Michelin,

(7) Don¢ Nt Rogimtl The: Dong Nei Rogimcnt continied to.avoid. con-
tact while attenpting. to solve: ‘i1te logistical problems, Tha only ‘major
relocation was the novement of the: ‘Pegimental ‘headquarters. ‘fron. east of
Chon'Thanh in early Deceaber to-northwest of Phuoc Hoa in late January,
Reports during this priod indicated that the Dong Nai Regiment -no longer

.nould perforn: tho em-m- of ‘a min: force: unit due. to 1nadequate plannixu

and. poor lndonh £ nd was: cnpblo of prfoming ‘only -the tasks' norma.lly

reserved for-local force companies, ‘The-strength of the regiment is presently

held at 550-men, -Anether iten of inmportance :was. the Te-subordination of the

K3~ bntt;non diroctly to 83-5. luving the-Dong Nai - nith only ‘three bat-:
talions, Main. .aTeas-of .concentration for: the Dong Nai. Regiment were in the
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Song Be Corridor, the Chanh Luu - Hoa Loi area, and north of Tan Uyen in the
Catcher's Mitt,

(8) K35 Artillery Battalion,

(a) During the reporting period, the K35 Arty Battalion remained in the
Long Nguyen/Michelin area, and continued its attacks against Lai Khe and Dau
Tieng, There were several indications from PW and ralliers that the K35 was
also experiencing food and munitions shortages, However, these problems did
not severely hinder the battalion's ability to rocket and mortar its two main

.objectives \Lai Xhe and Dau Tieng Base Camps). The strength of K35 decreased

slightly during the latter part of 1969 from 200 to approximately 160,

(b) There is no evidence that X35 changed its AO or methods of opera-
tion, It was believed that tho battalion would continue harassing attacks
in the Dau Tieng and Lai Khe areas,

(9) €61 Local Force Company.

(a) Since the beginning of November, the C61 Local Force Company and
related Ben Cat elements yielded 21 ralliers, four PW and 10 KIA (about 12
more KIA may possibly belong to these units), Food and suppliga rémained
scarce during the reporting period and hunger was the chief reason for rally-
ing, The strength of C6l was reduced during the three-month period from 35
men’ tor 25 or less, The C3 Lai Khe Platoon wae reduced to about 12 men, and
the C4 men's mortar platoon from 20 to 10 men, The C5-women's platoon may
have been disbanded and:10of its members attached to C4, while four others
were sent to other Ben Cat unite,

(b) Offensive activity conducted during the reporting period by Ben
Cat unite included numerous mining incidente, booby-trapping, two terrorist
acts againet Ben Cat hamlets, three mortar attacks against Ben Cat, several
sniping incidents and some proselytizing activities,

(¢) A1l Ben Cat unité were dispersed throughout the normal Ben Cat AO
in 3-5 man cells, Thie strategy limited losses in any one contact with
Allied forces, but made regrouping for offensive activity difficult, Total
strength of Ben Cat elements, including both.combatant and noncombatant
units, ie believed to have been between 180 and 200 personnel, Despite
congtant attrition over the past six months, Ben Cat forces were still
believed capable of limited offensive activity. i.e,, mining, booby trap.
and terrorist actions, But the two complete 82mm mortar tubes captured on
25 and 29 January, as well as a 75mm recoilless rifle captured on 1 Feb 70
may have eliminated the Ch Mortar Platoon's ability to shell Ben Cat,
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) ) (10) C64 Local Force Company,
X
) (s) During the reporting period, Cé4 continued ita harassing attacke
A on Dan Tieng and FSB Pine Ridge, Due to Allled operations in the Michelin

- area, -elements ‘of C64 experienced morale and food problems and munitions
shortages, However, C64, 1ike artillery units in the area, remained com-
bat effective,

(b) Cék continued to remain in the Michelin area and, although its
elements moved periodically within the Michelin, no major AO change occurred.
At the end of the reporting period C64 was carried at a strength of approxi-
mately & personnel, Expectations wers that CO4 would probably continue
‘its attacke on Dau Tieng and Pine Ridge as well am eupport main force units
in the Michelin area,

‘An SR-1 in an attenmpt to alleviate their severe food shortsge. The heavieet
contact and identifications with RSG-83 were in and around the Traperzoid,
where the group continually tried to bring supplies up from the south,
RSG-83 was also attempting to obtain rice and other food supplies from RSG-50

operating north of the Michelin, RSG-83 wae not.capable of performing its ;
o mission, and combat units were forced to .engage in their own resupply !
activities, ;

% (11) Rear Service Group (RSG) - 831 RSG-83 continued resupply activity

f. Logistics.

' (1) The division continued to install belly armor kits on armored

k personnel carriers to afford greater protection to the. vehicles and occu-

: pante, By 10 Dec 69, all 110 kits initiaily given to the division were
ingtalled, On 15 January 1970, the division received an additional allo-
cation 6£ 122 ‘kits, As of 31 Jan 70, a total of 178 kits had been installed,

(2) The weekly "free - no questions asked - turn-in" of excese equip-
ment continued to be a successful ope;ation. One unexpected problem had
arizen - ‘some units failed to inspect equipment thoroughly prior to turn-in,
Ae a result, trash, ammunition items and explosive components were found
.among the items turned 'in, Commanders were reminded that Class V itens
will be turned in through ammunition. channele and traeh to the ‘sanitary
£111,

"(3) The SLAT (Supply and Logistics Assistance Team) continued nornral
supply and logistical assistance visits in.addition to their scheduled 4
inepections with the IG until 10 Jan 70, On that date they began to audit i
property books in preparation for units turning in equipment for redeploy- '
ment, These inepections insure that proper accountability for equipment
ie kept and that supply documentation procedures are being followed,
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(4) With the announcement of the redeployment of the lst Infantry Divi-
gion, implementation of planning, for early turn-in of equipment :that was not
mission essential was begun on 20-Jan 70, This early turn-in policy was
coneidered essential to complets the proper turn-in of all equipment by early
April, By 31 Jan 70ithe division had turned in 7% of its major end itenms,

.ig. Organisation: Several organisational changes took place within the
lat Infantry Divieion during the reporting périod,

(}g) 1st Infantry Division General Order Number 791, 19 Jan 70, detached
the foilawing units from 3 Bde, lat Infantry Divisions 1-16th Inf (Mech),
2-16th Inf and 1-28th Inf, The detachments were effective 5 Jan.70,

_ (2) e 1-16th Inf (Mech) and 2-16th Inf were attached to 2d Dde, 1st
Infantry Division, effective 5 Jan 70 by 1st Infantry Divieion -General Order

Number 794, 19 Jan 70.

(3) Attachnent of the 1-28th Inf to 1st Bde, lst Infantry Division,
effective 5.Jan 70, was directed by 1st Infantry Divieion General Order
Number 793,.19 Jan 70,

(4): The 1st Bn, 18th Inf was detached from 2d Bde, 1lst Infantry Divi-
sion by General Order Number 792, 19 Jan 70, ‘with an effective date of 5 Jan
70, Attachmant of the same unit to 34 Bde, lat Infantry Divislon, was direct.<
by lst Iafantry Division General Order Number 795, 19 Jam 70.

(5) The 269th Field Artillery Detachmant (Radar) was relessed from lst
Infantry Division control on 12 Jan 70.as directed ‘by. LI 'FPORCEV Conf Msg

© 12052k, DTG 3101402 Dec 69,

.(6) Battery A/5-2d Arty and the st Platoon, Bagtery I, 29th Arty were
Placed’ in genexul support status for the lat Infantry Division or 18 Dec 69
‘a8 divected. by II FFORCEV Conf Msg 120780, DIG 151445Z Dec. 69,

hi Pacification campaign,

(1) Pacification objectives: During the reporting period steady pacifi-
cation progrese was made in the lst Infantry Divieion TAOI, At the beginning
of the reporting period, the Hamlat Evaluation System (HES) report irdicated
that 99% of the population in the division TACI 1lived in A, B or-C hamlets
(HES Security Rating). This percentags remained constant.during the three-
month period. The HES reporte also-shuv that the number of people 1living in
Acor B hanlets remained betwsen 66% and 68% of the total population in the
‘division TACI,
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(2) Disposition of units!

(a) During the reporting period, the battalions of the 2d Brigade were
repositioned to the south in Phuoc Tuy Province, This assistance was requested
by Phuoc Tuy Province and approved for a 60-day period. Pacification over-
watch responsibility for the hamlets was not assumed due to the limited time

‘available, However, combined operations were conducted with RF/PF units

located in Phuoc Tuy Province, The division TAOR/TAOI wag reduced in the
northwest and north (Chon Thanh) to compensate for the move of the 2d Brigade.

(b) On 1 Dec 69, a significant boundary change occurred between two
districta in Binh Duong Frovince, The northern boundary of Chau Thanh Dis-
trict originally included Hoa Loi Village, During 1969, Ben Cat District
annexed the village and the Ben Cat-Chau Thanh border was adjusted, On
1 Dec 69, Hoa Loi Village was returned to Chau Thanh District.

(3) Territorial security: RF/PF, PSDF and Revolutionary Development
(RD) Cadre continued to be rime targets for enemy terrorist activities, Ben
Cat District experienced an increase in the number of terrorist incidents during
November and, during January 1970, terrorist activity increased in Phu Giao
District., Two National Policemen were killed, small groups of the enemy
entered the hamlets on several occasions to obtain rice and the PSDF leader
in Tan Binh Hamlet (XT8636) disappeared on 1% Jan 70, In Phu Hoa District,
a former PSDF leader waes assassinated,. There were no hamlet security regres-

-sions in the division TAOI dospite these isolated incidents, The terri-

torial security posture remained relatively unchanged with only minor fluctu-
ations in the HES Ratings.

(4) Status of RF/PF and PSDF:

(a) Thnere were 35 AF companies and 131 PF platoons operating in the.divi-
sion TAOI, Efforts were made by GVN to upgrade the performance of the RF
companies by conducting leadership.classes for RF company commandere at the
Vietnamese Infantry School, Thu Duc, At the conclusion of this training
cycle, officerr of other RF units will be selécted to attend similar classes.

(b) US-RF/FF combined operations were emphasised, Forty-one combined
operations were conducted in Nov 69, 17 in Dec 69 and 39 in Jan 70, During
the period, 18 different RF' companies conducted combined operations with
the 1st Infantry Divigion,

(c) The total mumber of PSDF units organized, trained and armed, exceeded |
the goals established by GVN for 1969, The totals reached 46,439 organiged,
32,315 trained and 5601 sxmed, During January, a province-wide PSDF rally
was held, and efforte were made by RD Cadre and: RF companiee to continue the ‘
training of the PSDF,
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(5) Future problem areas: The relocation of Ben Chua Hamlet (XT5536) is
scheduled to occur prior to June 1970, People living in the southern portion
of the hamlet will be moved to the north near Co Trach (XT5238), Both hamlet
perimeters will be reduced and any families living outside of the new boundarie:z
will be moved into the hamlets, The hamlet boundaries of Suoi Dua (XT5044) an
Ben Tranh (XT5241) will also be adjusted and it ie anticipated that some
will be moved to new areas inside their perimetere, The following table shows
the HES security status of the four hamlets in Thanh An Village, Tri Tam
District, during November and December 1969:

Nov Dec
Suoi Dau D c
Ben Tranh D C
Co Trach Ve vC
Ben Chua Ve Ve

(6) Statistical summary: The following is a statistical sum.ary of the

pacification status of the population within the diviszion TAOI during lovember
and December, 1969,

(a) As .of 30.Nov 69:

Digtrict AB ¢ DE LY Total
Lai Thieu 37082 887 37969
Chau Thanh 101850 16871 118721
Ben Cat 13849 8142 21991
Tri Tam 9730 1637 613 2652 14632
Phu Hoa 5223 18729 23952
Phu Giao 612 5659 6271
Tan Uyen 13421 2983 . 16404
Di An 32890 7579 Lou69
Chon Thanh 10951 10 11361
Totals 225608 62897 613 2652 291770

Population in 4, B, C: 99%,
_Population in A and B: 57.4%.
(b) As of 31 Dec 69:

24
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Diatrict AB c DE e Total
Lai Thieu 37969 37969
Chau Thanh 101850 16871 118721
Ben -Cat 9708 12283 21991
Tri Tam 9730 1637 613 2652 14632
Phu Hoa 5223 18729 23952
Fhu Giao 612 5659 6271
Tan Uyen 11642 4762 16404
Di An 32890 7579 Lok69
Chon Thanh 11361 ' 11361
Totals 220985 6’(520 613 2652 291770

Population in A, B, C: 99%,

Population in A and B: 76%,

1, Psychological operations,

(1) Paychological operations this quarter were aimed at five main tar-
get groupss

(a). Civiliane,

(b) Families of local Communist (VC),

(c¢) Communiet (VC) guerrillas and VCI,

(a) .Local force units,

(e) Nva,

(2) During the quarter a total of 25,065,000 leaflets were disseminated

and 1,362:35 hours of loudepeaker broadcast were employed in support of the

divieion, The following is a breakdown, by unit, of support operations,
Unit Leaflets . Broadcast Time
"1st Bde 6,229,000 410105
3d Bde 9,269,000 607100
Total 25,065,000 1,362:35

&
8
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Jo Ct¥ic action/civil affairs,

(1) During the past quarter, 5474 man daye (10 hours per day) were devoted
to civil affairs/civic action activities, Surplus or salvage military supplies
donated for civic action projects were valued at 9,479,844 $VN, Voluntary
contributions totaled 172,311 $VN, and 669,965 $VN were used from the AIK
Civic Action/Psy War Fund for civic action projects, The majority of the time,
resources -and monetary support were used -on educational and social welfare
projects, while the remaining funds and resourcee were used on economic
development and transportation improvements,

(2) ‘Thirty-four schools, 20 hoepitals (dispensariée)} 12 orphanages and
one disaster relief program received assistance during the reporting quarter.

(3) Completed construction projects included two dwellings rebuilt, 16
kilometers of roads upgraded, and three churches, one dispensary, three
gchools .and three -bridges repaired,

(4) There were 73 English classes attended by 3,470 etudents, one nurse
completed six weeks of nurse OJT training, 26 RF/PF medice completed a six-
week first .aid training program, and 434 MEDCAPYDENTCAP missions were con-
ducted during which 30,654 patients were treated.

(5) Commodities distributed for self-help construction projects included
8265 1bs cement, 738 sheets tin, 3722 bd £t lumber, 305 gals paint, 70 1lbs
nails, 1500 ft électrical wire, 1700 bricks, 1238 health item kits, 28,957
1bs food and 570 1bs clothing,

26

CONFIDENTIAL




G N 2

Ay o

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-T-MHD 10 Maxch 1970
SUBJECT: Operxetional Report of 1lst Infantry Division for Period

Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

2, (c) Lnlnsnl_Lil:nnd1__2nllnnd1xLn_9h:nzxn112nnL_Exnlnnngnﬁ_nnd_ﬁnsam;
a. Fargonnel.

(1) !‘in&nnnnsn.ngzlsln_§xx:nx1h

(a) OBSERVATION: For successful unit tactical operations, an organiza-
tion should maintain at least 8% of its assigned versus authorized strength
in the commard,

(b) EVALUATION: About 75 personnel are needed in an infantry rifle com-
pany to effectively conduct taciical missions, To maintain this strength, at
least 75% of the personnel present for duty strength muet be precent in the
field, Due-to normal adminisiretive and combat.loegses, action must be taken
to maintain this figure for a combat effective posture, Actions should include,
but need not be limited to, reduction of unit mortar platoons (units normally
operate within multiple artillery fans thus reducing a constant need for organic
mortar fire lupport), reviening medical profiles and screening rear area
personnel, In addition, unit policies should not permit personnel to return
to the unitrearmore than five days prior to DEROS, for the purpose of out-
processing,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That unite use above methods to maintain ?75% of
their persomel present for duty in the field,

(2) A St R ying U

(a) OBSERVATION: A loes of 33 aviators and the replacement of only 20
aviators caused an excess number of hours to be flown by 1lst Aviation Bat-
talion aviators,

(b) EVALUATION: No accidents or incidents were directly attributed to
pilot:fatigue during this reporting period, However, thie may have been-a con-
tributing factor in one accident,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That authorized aviator strength of redeploying
units be maintained until stand down,

€3) US Awards for RF/FF

(a) OBSERVATION: KF/FF units and personnel are not authorized US awards
and -decorations,

(b)" EVALUATION: RF/FF units and personnel have frequently performed
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gallantly and with great distinction when operating with lst Infantry Division
units,

(c)- RECOiMENDATION: That DA policy be changed to authorize US awards
and decorations for RF/PF units and personnel,

b, Intelligence.

(1) Use of Intellizence Sauads

(a) OBSERVATION: .luch intelligence infor.ation is available within
the populated areas adjacent to US units,

(b) EVALUATION: Many enemy related incidents occur within the hamletc
and villages that go unreported for a variety of reasone or-are reported too
late to peralt effective reaction, Many of the local civilians will not
rvoluntarily report enemy incidents but usually are willing to talk when
approached, The lst Brigade has organized battalion intelligence squads that
consist of an intérpreter, two Kit Carson Scouts and two US- personnel from
S2 or the Reconnaissance Flatoon, The intelligence squads visit the popula-
ted areas regularly, identify with the people and gain infornation, This
system has provided valuable information concerning VCI, guerrilla and ter-
rorist activities that might not otherwise have been reported.

(¢c) RECOWMENDATIONS: That each battalion size unit operating within
populated areas organize intelligence squads to make visits, The nunber
of squads should be dépendent upon the population deneity, security situation,
personnel and equipment available and other tactical requirements, Each

‘equad should be hand-picked, well motivated and dependable,

(2) Spot Repgrts

(a) OBSERVATION: The use of a standardized checklist for intelligence
spot reporting at battalion/brigade level improves the inforration ade avat -
able and expedites -the reporting systenm,

,(b) EVALUATION: Reporting of compléte and timely information can be a
problem, This is particularly true when the reporting unit is wn coniact 1
otherwise actively enzaged. The 1lst Brigade has placed a checklicti in uni.
TOC that covers the nost significant -types of incidents/situations. ‘the
person taking the report records the information and quickly- check= to see
that the report is complete, Initial reports are made the same way and com-
Dleted whenever the situation permits, A simple checklist determines if all
information required has been reported, expedites and standardizes the report-

ing .eystem and increases the information made available for analysis, Having

*s
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companies; use the same checklist and report by referencing specific line num-
bers is the beat systenm, .

(e) REX!OH(!NDATIONS: That units standardize spot reports down to the
lowest level, Checklists. ahould be used: for contact, caches/finds, mines.

-and booby. traps, sightings: and. trail sctivity. ‘They .should be eimple, logi-

cal and arranged to include: uaentia.l information in a line format.
c.. Oparationa.
(1) ‘Shotgun Technious of Aves Saturation (Sce Inclosure 14)

(a) OBSERVATION: To.avoid detection. enemy units have broken up into .
groupe of 2-5 men, The "shotgun,” small unit ambush technique, was developed

to. trap these- elusive groupe by saturating a given area with small AP,

(®) _EVALUATION:. Shotgun operations. are- implemented by eplitting an infantry
company ' into ‘gix-man ambush teams. eucceesively -air . assaulting then- into

.separate locations -and. organisim then. into a -heiwork of day and- night AP,

This. allows the company to. cover more area and increases. its cha.nces of making
contact (see Incl 14 for coriplete: ‘description of technique and examples of
employmont).

(c) RECOMMENDATION: -That units conduct shotgun of similar small unit

'operationa to engage enemy unite who seek to avoid contact by opemting in

'=ma.11 :@TOUPS,.

(2) Enplovnant of Mechanicel Anbushee:

(a.) ‘OBSERVATION: Infantry units cannot cover all likely areas of eneny
movement. -at.any ore. timo. ‘However, manned -ambugh poeitione can be success-
fully .supplemented by "mechanical® ambushes.

(b) EVALUATION: One or more claymore mines, rigged to ‘be detoriated by
trip wires, -can offcctively cover 1ikely enemy -areas" of movement (zee Incl
15). ‘Such mechanical ambushee may ;be -Used ‘ag rear or flank security of manned
AP, or placod in 1ikely:areas of enemy movement up to 1000 meters fron the-

'unit 's location.

(c) RECOMMEIDATIONS: That infantry unite-employ claymore mines in .an
offensive: role by phcing’mocha.nical -ambushee-in likely areas of enemy move-
ment,
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(a) OBSERVATION: In aveas where no ground troope are available to. inter-
dict knowrn enemy activity, mechanical ambushes, quickly emplaced by air cav
troops, have proven effective,

(b) EVALUATION: Just before dark, the division's aerorifle platoon is
insertediaftera quick artillery prep into an area of known enemy activity,
One platoon section advances through the target area conducting a brief
reconnaissance by fire and a hunter-killer team provides fires on both flanks
of the section, Behind this cover, the remaining section emplaces several
mechanical ambushes, The operation is completed quickly and the platoon
extracted, At first light, a hunter-kKiller team is over the area, fixing;any
enemy elements who have activated the mines or who are walting for daylight
to detect and avoid the traps, As soon as possible, the aerorifle platoon
is re-inserted to investigate. As the area is searched, the claymores are
deactivated and removed, If no contact is made, the platoon is extracted.
On 26-27 November 69, the first "aerial" mechanical ambush was emplaced
in the southern Trapezoid (vic XT625436), Following a brief artillery prep,
the aerorifle platoon was inserted at 1710 into a two-ship LZ, After a
quick recon by fire, the claymores were emplaced and the platoon extracted,
The next morning at 0755, a hunter-killer team on a visual reconnaissance
mission of the area located one enemy killed by the claymores, The aero-
rifle platoon was inserted at 0836 and quickly located the enemy body and
one carbine, The area was then searched, a small bunker complex discovered,
and a second enemy soldier engaged and killed, A further search of the tun-
ker yielded 30 lbs of rice, 10 uniforms and a quantity of documents,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the above technigues be used to engage elusive
enemy elements in areas not covered by ground troops.

(4) Epemy Counter Mechanical Ambush Techniques

(a) OBSERVATION: A -unit checking a mechanical ambush that had been
detonated-the night before observed and shot an NVA soldier who was attempt-
ing to throw a hand grenade,

(b) EVALUATION: As the use of mechanical ambushes continuee, the enemy
will develop counter ambush techniquee, The fact that a claymore has détonated
or that bodies 1ie in the kill gone does not eliminate the possibility of a
counter ambush, )

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That troops be alerted to the possibility that the
eneny will establish a counter ambush around a detonated mechanical ambush,

(5) Anm 18 :T'c iques
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(a) OBSERVATION: The VC have recently been moving in stream beds to
avoid US ambushes,

(b, EVALUATION: The enemy is difficult to observe and engage when he
is in a stream bed, The stream also provides: him with a natural navigational
aid, Personnel ambushing on trails that parallsl streams may see ihe enemy
but be unable to engage hin directly,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That personnel ambushing tralle which parallel
stream beds positlion claymores along the stream bed just above the water level,

(6) Magnetic Effect of i57 Clavmore Firing Device

(a) OBSERVATION: The electrical M57 firing device affects the lensatic
compass,

(b) EVALUATION: The emall unit leader who uses the compass normally
controls the M57 firing device.

(c) RECOMMENDAYION: That all small unit leaders be regularly reminded
that different people should.carry the compass and the M57 firing device.

(?) Small Boat Operations SOP

(a) OBSERVATION: There are many procedures that personnsl conducting
small boat operations should be familiar with,

(b) EVALUATION: The 1st Engineer Battalion has developed three check-
lists for persomnel working in boatst: an operator's checklist, a Senior
Infantryman's checklist and a passenger checklist (see Incl 3-5 of Incl 8,
lst Engr Battalion ORLL), The checklists outline duties and safety proce-
durQSQ

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: That all perconnel engaged in small boat opera-
tions be familiar with and use these checklists,

(8) Spall Boat Fornations

(a) OBSERVATION: Two formations are effective for patrolling rivers
with small boats.

(b) EVALUATION: The file formation, with 75-100 metere between boats
is beet for rapid movement, Two columns, one on each bank of the river with
60-75 meters betwesn boats, is best for deliberate movement, Further descrip-

tion of these formations is given in Incl 6 to Incl 8 (1st Engr Battalion ORLL),
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the above formations be used for river patrol
operations,

{9)

B Ambush Formationsg

(a) OBSERVATION: Two formations have proven effective for establishing
nighttime ambushes with small boats,

(b) EVALUATION: Two different ambush formations (see Incl 1 to Incl 8,
1st Engr Battalion ORLL) are used by the 1lst Engineer Battalion, First, four
boats are docked in -a bend with two facing upetream and two facing downstrean,
Infantry are positioned on the near shore for security; a mechanical AP is
.set up on the opposite shore to prevent attack from that point, This forma-
tion provides coverage over a large area of the river and good internal lines
of communication. The second method is to have eight to ten boats set up
individual ambushes 50-100 .meters apart, Shore security is put out from each
boat and all thy boats remain close enough to support each other, The com-
pPlete formation covers from 500 to 1000 meters, The main advantage is the
length of river which the boats control,

(c) RECOMMENDATION:

operating procedures in small boat riverine operationg,

flank turn and drove his boat full throttle into the enemy bank,

(10) Spall Boat Counter Ambush Techniques.

(a) OBSERVATION: When ambushed by ground forces, sma2ll boats st take
prearranged actions,

. (b) EVALUATION: Since most small boats carry their main armament in the
bow section, their best move is to advance into the..enemy fire when ambushed,
This also reduces their silhouette, making the boats more difficult to hit,
As soon as the boat is beached, the troops should dismount and set down a
base of fire, This method -of reaction is illustrated in Incl 7 to Incl 8
(1st Engr Battalion ORLL), One successful ambush was conducted by the enemy
againet 1st Engineer Battalion "Ski" Boats while on patrol, One boat was
immediately sunk by an RFG round and the occupants of the other two boats
suffered casualties from the small arms fire that followed the initial

attack
discipline of the boat operator, At thé first burst of fire, he made a hard

A fourth boat came through the attack almost unscathed due to the

scrambled ashore and were the only personnel in a position to take the eneny
under fire.

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: A1l personnel engaged in emall boat operations
ghould ‘be briefed and drilled in this combat proven method of reacting to
enemy anbushes,
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(11) Riverine Tactical Resupply

(a) OBSERVATION: Resupply of small boats should be accomplished from
different locations each day to deny the enemy opportunities to ambush these
cr‘fto

(b) EVALUATION: It is necessary to rotate small boat crews and resupply
them on a regular basis, HResupply i: accompliched at different locations each
day to prevent the boats from establishing a pattern of movement hich could
ease enemy attempis to ambush the boats or mine their décking areas,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That small boat resupply locations be varied as
much as possible,’

(12) Nater-Based Defoliation Operations

(a) OBSERVATION: The cost in terme of time, equipment, manpower and
logigtical support for a water-based defoliation operation is excessively high
when measured against the results,

(b) EVALUATION: ‘The following are considered minimum requirements to
conduct a water-base? defoliation operation of -any =1gnificant magnitude: Two
LCM-8 or similarcraftto serve as prime movers (one is used as the spray-
ing craft and the other to assist the first in maneuvers near the river bank,
‘to carry extre defoliant and as an emergency back-up craft); two naval PBR
or similar craft to provide security (each covers the other as they maneuver
along the banke); two 250 GPM pumpe, two water intake hoses, four spray hoses
and nosgles, one proportionator and associated attachnments, luer one 30 GPM
punp, one S&P tractor and trailer to haul defoliant to resupply point;- one
wrecker, crane or forklift to load and unload defoliant; and one officer,
one NCO and .eight enlisted personnel to.conduct the spraying operations,
Spraying is-1imited to 20 kilometers a day due to the slow speed of LCii-8
in shallow water and the need to spray -during high tide only for maximum
depth of coverage, Excessive defoliant consumption, approximately 75 gal-
lone (1, 5 'bnmlls per kilometer, is- due to the slow disgemination rate and
the often low percentage of tota.l defoliant sprayed which actually reaches
the river bank,

(c) .RECOMMENDATION: That water-based defoliation operations be considered
only when no other method ie feasible, Better coverage could be obtained in
one day using a UH-1 helicopter and six-man crew with a hunter—killer tean
as escort,

(13) Enemy River Croesings
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~ (a) OBSERVATION: Enemy unite in Vietnam often croes rivers in small
groupe -on a wide front,

(o) EVALUATION: Trail activity indicates that the enemy will break down
into emall groupe approximately 500 meters from the river bank, Crossings
will be made in very small groups, each group "on its own" and acsembly will
take place some distance beyond the far bank,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That infantry unite be made aware of this recurring
technique,

(14) Enemy Detection of Allled Troqps

(a) OBSERVATION: Communist troops are often able to detect the presence
of US forces in their area by the various odors peculiar to US personnel,

(b) EVALUATION: Most eacily detected are the odors of cigarstte smoke
and perspiration soaked fatigues, Other odors which reveal the presence of
US troope include shaving lotion, highly perfumed soape and insect repellant,
The racognition of peculiar odors is coneidered to be an important means of
detecting the presence of US personnel, and Communist troops are instructed
to conetantly remain alert for strange or unusual smells, Enemy sapper and
reconnaissance elements are especially proficient in odor detection, since
the manner of their activity requires.close proximity to US troops, Communist
Jpersonnel who are located downwind from US troppe can successfully detect and
identify odors up to a distance of 45 to 50 meters, Maximum distance at which
odors can be detected -when no wind is present ie 25 to 30 meters,

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: That US troops-take the following measures to
lessen the possibility of detection by odor: Avoid using highly perfumed
eoaps and-shaving lotions; change fatigues as often as possible (if chang-
ing is impractical, perspiration soaked fatigues should be air or wind dried
often); avoid smoking when. on patrols,

(15) Operations Against Enemy Headquarters and Combat Support Units

(s) OBSERVATION: Communist/NVA headquarters and combat support units
are ‘usually positioned in relatively s=ecure, remote areas,

-(b)" EVALUATION:. Normally, enemy headquarters are located in heavily
vegetated areas near stream and trail networke not readily accessible to
mechanised units, The dence terrain affords more concealment and gives the
‘inhabitants a better feeling of security, In these areas the enemy constructs
nore elaborate base camps with living bunkers rather than fighting bunkers,
Tables, benches, cooking bunkers, latrines, showers and well used traile
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characterise: such areas, During the dry seaeon, the availability of mechanized
infantry and Rome Plow support made it possible for the lst Brigade to open
up such safehmvgnsydrive the enemy out and destroy his base operations,

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: That offensive Rome plow operations, in conjunc-
tlon with mechanized infantry battalions, be employed to the maximum during
the dry season to open up areas previously considered safe havens, Close
attention should be paid to areas adjoining political and military boundaries,
go that the enemy is not allowed to remain undisturbed in any location, PSYOP

should be directed against the "good 1ife" in the enemy headquarters as oppoeed
to that of the combat units,

(16) New Epemy Mining Techniques

(a) OBSERVATIONS: During mine sweep operations on QL 13 north of FSB
Thunder III (XT972656) between east-west grid lines XT70 and XT72, 12 ~ines’
were found during the period 15-20 Dec 69, The mines found were generally
20 pound TNT mines, 12 inches in diameter with three pronged detonators screwed
into the detonator wells on- the mines, The mines were placed within a 100
meter stretch of r¢z. in sets of three, FEach mine in the set was covered
with numerous layers of acetate to provide a shield from the detectors, Gen-
erally the first two mines were covered with six to ten layers of acetate
and placed so that the mine sweep team came to them first. The third was
usually covered with only two layers of acetate, Most mines were placed in
the road or on the shoulders where the road narrows, The type of THT used
was generally of poor quality, Most mines were found visually rather than
by detector due to the method of emplacement and the failure of the enemy to
remove the small round fuse containers from the immediate area.

(v) EVALUATION: The triple mining technique using acetate shields as f
a preventive measure against detection by mine detectors using the magnet- r
meter principle is potentially effective, The acetate acts like an insulator ‘
between the seneors of the detector and the metallic mine casing, effectively
reducing the signal picked up by the oporator, The length of the sweep,.
shortage of personnel and time requirements precluded a ninute and detailed
sweep of the entire seven and one-half kilometers of road, The failure of
the the enemy to adequately camouflage themines and police the area of deto-
nator contailners made it possible to detect the mines, However, many of the
mineg were skillfully emplaced and, after finding one mine in the ground,
others were located only after a diligent search of the area already swept,
The triple mining technique was not found elsewhere in the division AO, and
seems to be a sophisticated extension of the more common double mine tech-
nique, However, this is the:tirst time acétate has been used to dampen the
gignal the operator hears,
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That when the triple mining system with acetate
shields 1s suspected or confirmed in an area, the swsep team halt.and care-
fully check 100 meters along the road in both directions at least twice,
All precautions for the immediate safety of‘the team should be observed,
especially distances between elements, placement of security and probihg,

(17) Uge of the Combat Engineer Vehicle (CEV)

(a) OBSERVATION: In clearing areas with large timbers, burning is the ‘ost
efficient way to reduce the amount of material to be moved, However, the
burning, smoldering timberoften prevents the operation of bulldozers in the
area for three or four days due to the risk of fire on the dozer's unprotected
belly with 1its hydraulic lines and oil seeps.

(b) EVALUATION: The combat engineer vehicle (CEV) has proven effective
in clearing areas which have recently been burned, lost large logs are effec-
tively reduced in size by burning so that the CEV can manage them, ¥ith the
underside completely protected by armor plate and the absence of loose hydrau-

lic lines, the CEV can operate over smoldering timbers which present a hazard
to the dogers,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That a CEV be made .available to engineer units
required to clear thick timber, The use of controlled fires greatly reduces
the amount of material to be noved and, with a CEV, the areas can be adequately
cleared immediately after the fire has subsided, Both the CEV driver and the
track commander should be equipped with goggles to operate in smoke and dust,

(18) Night. Hawk Fire Clea;;gggs

(a) OBSERVATION: The timé gap between Night Hawk sightings and reception
of fire clearance is excessive.

(b) EVALUATION: Closer coordination with the ground units has shortened
this clearance time. Also, a preflight briefing by the ground commander-on
friendly locations has proven effective and eliminated much wzsted tinme,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That continued emphasis be placed on obtaining
rapid. fire- clearances through increased coordination, even though this

-entails some loss of flying time.

(19) Preplanned Close Air Support
(a) OBSERVATION: Forward air controllers (FAC)'a;e receiving incomplete

target deagr{ptiqns. Too often targets are described only as base ca—ps, with
g8ix digit coordinates, identifying an area of dense jungle,
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(b) EVALUATION: The eize, number of bunkers, layout of the camp and rela-
tlonship of the coordinates to the camp's centerrof mass are not given, With
such poor descriptions, the FAC cannot determine whether he is attacking an
area or & point target, Normally the FAC ies not told the reason why the ground
commander i requesting the strike, However, the intent of the ground commander
often determines the method of attack used by the FAC, A few units consistently
use an LOH with the:OV-10, The LOH can mark either the bunkers to be hit or
the general trace of the base camp, This technique is particularly effective
in a heavily vegetated area where targets are difficult for the FAC to identify,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That ground briefings at brigade be more definitive
and include: intended target for each preplanned strike; a complete descrip-
tion of the target; the intent of the ground commander; possible secondary
targets; friendly unit locations; and present tactical situation, When avail-
able, the unit commander can provide an LOH to direct the FAC and mark the
desired target,

(20) Night PSYOP

(a) OBSERVATION: PSYOP broadcasts were not reaching the enemy on a 2k-
hour basis, -

(b) EVALUATION: During the reporting period tne division began flying
one half of the daily peychological operations aeriul missions between the hours
of 2400-and 0600, Interrogation of Hoi Chanhs during this period firmly
established that night broadcasts were heard,- remembered and ‘ore cleatrly
understood than day broadcasts.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That a significant percentage of a unit's psycho-

logical operations aerial missions be conducted at night to supplement and
reinforce day migsione,

(21) 1iar/Hot Chanh PSYOP

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period several groups of four or
nore ralliers have rallied in the divieion AO, On two separate occagions,
groupe of ralliers have rallied to convoys on roads,

(b) EVALUATION: Rallying in groups adds to the feeling of confidence
and safety, and a road in an enemy's area of operation is a well defined
rally point,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That propaganda developed against enemy units,
whenever possible, include the suggestion to rally in a group and, if appli-
cable, at a major road in the enemy's area of operations,
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(22) CIVAC ures

(a) -OBSERVATION: GVN officials are responsible for civic action; they
must be encouraged to assume as much of this reeponsibility as possible,

(b) EVALUATION: On 30 Dec 69, the ACofS, G5, was informed that 20 homes

in Chon Thanh Village, Binh long Province, had been destroyed by fire, An
investigation with GVN- officials revealed that the province did not have
.any readily available food and lacked airtransport capability, After a.quick
evaluation of GVN resources and capabilities, the G5 offered to supply canned
foodstuff and the required air transportation for immediate relief only, Fifty
cases of canned foods and 120 lbs of rice wére flown to the disaster area
and distributed by district officials, Then the province and district offi-
clale took over the remainder of the relief using GVN resources, ARVN HED-
CAP and VIS Teams assisted the program under the direction of dietrict offi-
cials, Similar situations can be solved by insisting that GVN use their own
resources as much as possible before providing US aig,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATION: That US civil affairs personnel insure that GVN

‘officials use their own resources as much as possible,

d. Orzanigation,
(1) 3 ne P1 w Maintenance

(a) OBSERVATION: Continuous Rome plow maintenance is essential, But

wheeled vehicles are inadequate for transporting the Rome plows' maintenance

elenent when the plows are engaged in field operations,

(b) EVALUATION: Recently, the concept of Rome plow employment has changed

from area clearing to offensive clearing in support of mechanized maneuver

unite, This type operation prohibits the wheeled maintenance vehicles- from
traveling with the plows, FProviding M548 "Camels" to carry the air compres-
sor and welding eet gives the maintenance section the same nobility a& the
plows and permits continuous mairntenance.

(c) ‘RECOMMENDATION: That engineer units using Rome plows as offensive.

weapone in support of maneuver units be provided with M548's to carry their
meintenance element,

(2) Organization of the Division G5 Staff Section

(a) OBSERVATION: More emphazis was needed to make PSYOP intelligence
and propaganda mesh in the G5 Staff Section,
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(b) EVALUATION: During the reporting period the Intelligence and Prova-
ganda Development Sectidn wae moved to a new building, separate from hie v« -
ations Section of the PSYOP department, and reorganized under the hAssici- .
PSYOP Officer, This allowed greater concentration on intelligence coli.ciiun
and aseisted propeganda development, Current intelligence on enemy units is .
now brought to the attention of the Assistant PSYOP Officer inmediately,
allowing propaganda to be developed as accurately and quickly a& possible
against the enemy unit concerned, '

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That Intelligence and Propaganda Development Sec-
tions be»organtsoi;under the supervision of Assistant PSYOP Officers, Thie
facilitates the clome coordination needed between intelligence collection. and
propaganda development,

(3) Orzanization of P Companies

(a). OBSERVATION: MTOE 19-27G does not provide for a unit mess section
for MP companies,

(b) EVALUATION: The 1st MP Company lieadquarters is presently operating
nese facilities in conjunction with a neighboring medical company, This oper-
ation proves satisfactory in the static base camp situation, However, in the
event the lst liilitary Police Company Headquarters is relocated, there are no
organic provisions for providing messing facilities,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That future TOE recommendations for field ::P com-
panies include an organic mess section capable of providing unit mees facili-
tiee,

e. Tralninz. :
(1) Mechanical Agbugh Training (gee_Inclosure 152

(a) OBSERVATION: Mental errors onthe part of individuals using the
mechanical ambush have resulted in some accidents,

(b) EVALUATION: A1l individuals employing the mechanical ambush muet beé
well ‘trained in ite use, Training nuet emphasize that all discussion, sketch-
making, pace-counting and familiarization with the area must be conmpleted
prior to anyone going near the battery for the purpose of arming the ambush,
A1l personnel must be on the ground, behind cover and to the rear of the clay-
mores before the battery is connected or disconneéted. The mininum distance
for placement of the battery is 40 feet to the rear of the claymores,
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That continuous training and supervision be conducted
to insure that reliable and competent personnel emplace mechanical ambushes,

(2) Training Ipf;gj;x Sweep Teamsg

(a) OBSERVATION: Having engineer mine sweep teams located in semi-
permanent FSB to open daily the overland resupply route into the FSB is a
watte of engineer effort,

(b) EVALUATION: Engineer troops can give infantry on-the-job train-
ing in mine sweeping techniques, This frees engineer troops for other work
that can be accomplished only by engineers, All maneuver battalions have
mine detectors in their TOE, Mechanized infantry and cavalry troops that
are qualified in the use of the mine detectors greatly add to the mobility
of their units because they are always available,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all situations involving prolonged use of
englneer troope as miné sweepers. be analyzed to determine if the engineers
can be replaced by infantry sweepers, Two weeks of OJT and supervision
has been found adequate for this purpose, )

(3) ARVN Engineer Training

(a) OBSERVATION: -When US personnel conduct engineer training for ARVN
units, interpreters are not always able to adequately translaté technical
information,

(b) EVALUATION: The 1st Engineer Battalion has conducted training
prograns in engineering subjucts for the 5th and 18th ARVN Enpgineer Bat-
talions, Because the interpreter has to teach the course rather than only
translate it, it is essential that he thoroughly understand the subject
matter, Avallable interpreters often had no engineer background and had diri-
ficulty explaining technical portions of the instruction, To sclve this
problem, interpreters first translated the lesson plan into Vietnamese and
then rehearsed the class with the instructor, This gave the interpreter
a chance to ask questions about technical aspects he did not understand,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That preficient interpreters be selected for instruc-
tion of technical subjects and that they be drilled' in the subject beforehand
g0 that they may actually participate in the instruction,

(4) Reaction to Radar Tracking Devices

(a) OBSERVATION: Pilots have continued to hear a buzzing sound over: their
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FM radios that could have been enemy radar guided anti-aircraft weapons track-
ing their position, No ground fire was received on any of these occasions,

(b) EVALUATION® Although there is no evidence to prove that these were
radar tracking devices, the possibility cennot be discounted.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Newly assigned aviators should be thoroughly briefed
on recogniszing this eituation, evasive tactics to be taken and the proper
reporting procedures,

(5) Aviation Standardizatiop Training

(a) OBSERVATION: The division's aviation standardigation program has
been re-evaluated and increased emphacis has been placed on 90-day standardi-
zation training,

(b) EVALUATION: An effective standardization program is: essential
to keeping pilots proficient and current in procedures required for safe
flight,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That continued emphasis be placed on an effective
standardization training program by all commanders with organic aviation
assets,

f. Logimtics.
(1) Commanders: C Iten Ligt (CCIL
(a) OBSERVATION: The CCIL has become an administrative project and, due

{0 continuous combat operations and rapid changes of AO, is often not properly
emphasiged,

(b) EVALUATIONs Without the necessary command emphasis, mission eseential

iteme are often neglected or overlooked, affecting the unit's ability to
-accomplish its miesion, DBattalion S-4  must regularly evaluate items/repair
parts on requisition throughout the battalion to -determine if the items are
combat essential,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That battalion- commanders personally evaluate and
approve the CCIL, Based on staff and unit recommendations, the battalion
conmander should -determine those iteme/repair parts to be -designated critical
based on sccomplishment of mission, welfare of thé combat soldier and bat-
talion administrative requirements,
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(2) Opening and Closing of FSB
{a) OBSERVATION: The closing of FSB and similar field locations usually
requires considerable transportation assets,

(b) EVALUATION: Figld bases are nornally opened with the support of
14-16 CH-47 sorties to insert barrier material, Over a period of time, as
roade are opened, considerable amounts of TO&E equipment and barrier material
are moved into the location. As a result, when bases are closed, backhaul
becomes a major task and overtaxes available transportation, This problem is
particuldrly evident when two or more bases are closed simultaneously and
combat troops are withdrawn by vehicle,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That priority be given to air assets for reloca-
tion of troops entering a new AO, and priority for truck assets be given to
units closing bases,. If necessary, bases should be closed one at a tinme,

(3) Refueling and Resupply of Navy River Patrol Boats (PBR)

(a) OBSERVATION: Refueling and resupply of PDR has been hindered by &
lack of necessary resources,

(b) EVALUATION: A heavy duty pump, high pressure hose and pressure valves
are necessary to conduct efficient refueling operations. These itenms are
difficult to procure. through normal logistical channels, Since this equipnent
ie in daily uee, the maintenance requirement is high,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Prior to conducting joint operations between nili-
tary services, there should be a coordination meeting to insure that all
necessary equipment can be nade available prior to conducting operations.
Action should- be taken immediately to assist ARVN and VNN in handling the
problem as the VNN will soon take over all the FBR,

%) nent Turn-i of R ying Units
(a) -OBSERVATION: When the redeployment of the let Infantry Division

became official, divisionunits started turn-in-of ronessential equipnent
immediately,

" (b) EVALUATION: Turn-in of equipment not essential to combat opera-
tione is a necessary part of pre-stand down operations in order to reduce
the time of the actual stand down period,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That redeploying units begin turn-in of equipment
as soon as possible to obtain a zero balance on the property books,
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(5) Atreraft Maimtenance

(a) OBSERVATION: The requirements for DSU to perform backup organization
aircraft maintenance has increased throughout the quarter,

(b) EVALUATION: A sample one week period in December 1969 revealed
that 24% of all maintenance operations performed were organizational jobs,
Man hours expended by the DSU in performing organizational maintenance
detracte from the overall direct support mission,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That the DSU carefully screen all requests for
backup organisational maintenance, while still giving maximum overall support
to cumtomer unita,

(6) Stock Control. of Major Asgemblies

(a) OBSERVATION: Certain major assemblies require intensive management
even at as lov a lavel as division main support company,

(b) EVALUATION: One clerk can be made responsible for a small number of
major assenblies (1ess than 200), The assembliesican be physically segregated
from other parts and controlled manually rather than by the NCR 507, Close
supervision permits special requirements to be met.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That selected major assemblies be "hand managed” in
preference to automated mtock contrel,

g. Communicatione.
(1) Zagtical Small Boat Communications

(a) OBBERVATION: In small boat operations, the necessity for quick
reactions te emergency situations makes good communication between boats
ezsential,

(b) EVALUATION: Boate usually move in groupe of four, with up to 100
meters separating them, In order to react to directions from the command
boat, two methods of communications are used, Each boat has a PRC-25 radio
by which 1t maintaine contact with the-other boate, Should the radios
malfunction, all personnel are familiar with a set of hand eignals which can
be used to direct the boats (see Inclosure 2 of Inclosure 8, 1st Engr Bat-
talion ORLL),

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That at least two means of communication be used

to control small boat operations, radios and hand signals, All personnel
operating boats must be familiar with these hand =ignals and be able to react
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to them properly.

(2) n ¢ of Frequencie Call St
(a) OBSERVATION: Changing frequencies, call signe and suffixes nonthly
offers:more disadvantages than advantages,

(b) EVALUATION: The number of nete required by current tactical doctrine
and organization, the volume of information exchanged between units, the
requirement for major unit (discreet) frequencies, and- theincraased range of
the .current family of FM radioe have eliminated the need for changing call
signs, suffixes and. frequencies, The monthly changeover causes serious
communications volds between tactical units, especially in smaller units on
shared frequencies where override is a serious problem, Artillery fire

nets and infantry command nets often fall into theee categories, An infantry

battalion often devotes 3-5 days of continuous "juggling”" to obtain fre-
quencies which are marginally eatisfactory, Often it ie necessary to take an

‘alternate frequency from one unit (usually at conmpany level) and aesign it

as the primary of another unit, In most cases the procedure described above
leaves both unite with unsatisfactory alternate frequencies, The rationale of
the monthly .change is transmission security, At small unit level, however,
changing frequencies, call signs and suffixes confuses the enemy only for a
few hours, With the quality of today’'s radioe, the enemy can identify an
operator by his tone of voice and personal characteristics, and note the new
frequency ard call sign,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That unit call signs, suffixes and frequenciee not

be changed monthly., Once a net has had its major problems resolved, it should
be allowed to operate as long as it remains effective,

(3) Inper - Use of Secure N

(a) OBSERVATION: Most radio traffic 1s being monitored by the enemy,
Some- tactical nets are being converted to full time secure nets.

(b) EVALUATION: As proven by the capture of the MI Section of SR- 1,

the enemy does have the capability of monitoring friendly radio nets. The

uge of unauthoriged codes aleg compromises infomatlor passed by radio,
Secure nets would remavie the Qgw g intercept -capability, reduce COMSEC vio-
lations and made -codes annece«sary Disadvantages include excess weight and
seneitivity. and. the danger of capture,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That secure equipment be installed and used at the
lowest level feasible, and that transmission security continue to be stressed.
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h, m'
(1) s Growth D on Devic

(a) OBSERVATION: The use of Rome plows to cut cecondary growth ie ineffi-
cient. Disc harrows are in short supply.

(b) EVALUATION: The 1st Engineer Battalion has found that a grass cutter,
the property of the iichelin Rubber Flantation, ie outstanding for cutting
secondary growth including grass, bushes and small saplings., The cutter's
basic component is a heavy roller fitted with vanee, The roller bends the
foliage and the vanes chop or break it, After a few days the dead foliage
can be burned off, The cutter can be drawn with a bulldozer, armored per-
sonnel carrier or a five-ton dump truck,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That an investigation be made to determine if this
type of graes cutter, or one using the rame principle, can be mass produced
for use by all engineer unite in RVN, Photographe and detailed mechanical
drawings of the cutter have been submitted io USARV Engineer Office,

(2) $1mylgjing Smell of Food

(a) OBSERVATION: Thecodorof food dispensed from a helicopter could be
used in conjunction with PSYOP to induce hungry enemy to rally,

(v) EVALUATION: The majority of the enemy who have rallied to Allied
control during this reporting period have stated that the major reason for
surrendering was hunger, At the request of lst Infantry Division, the Limited
War Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, has been experimenting with
food concentrates suspended in fog oil and dispensed from the Xii52, helicopter-
mounted, smoke generating systen.

(¢c) RECOMMENDATION: That research continue to develop a system for
dieseminating the emell of food from a helicopter.

(3) x4-206 (V-100) Armored C

(a) OBSERVATION: The XM-706 armored car was iseued with a limited PLL/
ASL, ‘

(b) EVALUATION: Repair parte for the ammored car continue to be limited,
The umefulnese- of this otherwise excellent vehicle is crippled by the lack of
repair parts, Presently, the 1st MP Company is experiencing fifty percent
(50%) desdline rate as a result.of this shortage,
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That an adequete repair parts system for the Xi-
706 armored care be established as soon as possible,

(4) The M-73 Machinegun

(a) ‘OBSERVATION: The M-73 machinegun has a history of malfunction and
unreliable service when mounted in the V-100 armored car,

10 March 1970

(b) EVALUATION: The unreliability of M-73 machineguns mounted in the
V-100 greatly reduces the effectiveness of the armored car.

(c) RECOIMENDATION: Until such time as the M-73 is perfected for use
in the Y-100, the' armored car should be fitteéd with an alternate weapons
system, possibly dual M-60's or ,50 cal machineguns,

(5) Xenon Searchlights

(a) OBSERVATION: Several Xenon searchlights, 9910B, have burned out
power converters,

(b) EVALUATION: A nmajor cause of power converter failure is operator
abuse of the equipment by switéhing the searchlight on and off several tines

in rapid succession, This procedure causes a power surge often large enough
to burn the converter wiring..

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That commanders be made aware of the fact that

gearchlight operators(cendamage their equipment in this way and thereby
deadline the carrier vehicle,

(6) Vehicular-Mounted F

(a) OBSERVATION: Compared to radios operating off batteries or fixed
power sources, vehicle-mounted radios have a much higher breakdown rate,

(b) EVALUATION: A large percentage of vehicular-mounted sets are down
because of burned out parts caused by power surges,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That emphasis be placed on equipment being off when
the vehicle has a-defective power or charging source,

(7) AN/PPS-5 Radar Set
(a) OBSERVATION: AN/PPS-5 radar sets are being received at DS maintenance

with a system of low sensitivity, They are generally off frequency because the
magnetron and local oscillator are not aligned and the intermediate frequency
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

cannot be obtained,

(b) EVALUATION: The sets can only be repaired at DS or GS level which
results in excessive down time, In most cases, the problem is caused by the
user trying to adjust the AFC, Although the user may adjust the AFC, the
local oscillator, variator and magnetron muet be adjusted with equipment not
avallable to the operator.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the user not attempt any adjustment in the RT
unito

(8) BB-622 A/U and B-622 B/U batteries

(a) OBSERVATION:. Many AN/PPS-5 radar sets are being turned in for low
sensitivity due to battery fallure,

(b) EVALUATION: The radar sets were completely operational in nearly
every instance, but batteries were not fully charged or were improperly
serviced,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Proper use must be made of the battery filler kits,
When using other than the recommended charger (the PP-4127 A/U) fer these
batteries, caution must be taken not to overcharge or dry out the battery.

(9) A-9 Module in the RT-505:

(a) OBSERVATION: An excessively large number of A-9 modules in the
receiver tranamitter RT-505 are being replaced.

(b) EVALUATION: Thie module Wwears with adjustments. The module life
can be extended by keeping adjuetments to a minimunm,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That radio repairmen keep adjustmente to a minimum
on the A-9 module, ’

(10) Replacenent of Window and Door Glass

.(a) OBSERVATION: Current practice has been to use DA Form 2407 Work
‘Request for glass replacement.

(b) EVALUATION: Due to the nature of glass work, a direct exchange pro-
gram would facilitate faster turn-around time for the customer,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(c) RECOMMENDATION

t That glass repair be on a direct exchange baeis
whenever possible, .

FOR THE COMMANDER:

16 Incl C.T. SELBY
“t—=Srmantzatien LTC, AGC -
Z=bintof-KeyConnanderi— Adjutant Generfl
~3—=Force-Bisposttion—

~H—w—tet—Bde~ORLL

~§——gd~Bere—ORLL—

~6—=—9%-Bde—ORLL-

8 - 1st Engr Bn ORLL

- ~

TO=r2twt—Sts—Bn—ORLL—
TI="trt-Go-ORE——

12-~ Div Chem Sec ORLL

13 - 1&i Inf Div Ciréulars

14 - Shotgun Technique of Area Saturation
15. - Mechanical Ambushes

Incls 1 - 7, 9 - 11 and 16 wd- HQ, DA
DISTRIBUTION

1-0C!H, DA

2-CG, USARPAC, ATTN: AVGPOP-DT
1-CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHCS-MH

3-CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST

3-CG, IL FFORCEV, ATTN: G3 Analysis
2<CG, II FFORCEV, ATTN: 7th MHD
1-CG,. 1st Inf Div, ATTN: AVDB-T-MHD
1-C§,ulst Inf Div, ATTN: AVDB-T-T
1-CO, 1st Bde

1-CO, Div Arty
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AVFBC-RE (10 Mar 70) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 January 1970, RCS CSFR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HQ II FFGRCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 17 p/n it 0
THRU: Commanding Gemeral, US Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC (UST), APO 96365
Commnder-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develorment, Department of the
Army, Washington, C. C, 20310

This hsadquarters has reviewed and concures with the Operationel Report -
lassons learned of the lst Infantry Division for the period ending 31
January 1970, with the following exoceptions:

a. Paragraph 2g(2), page 44, recommends that wunit call signs, suffixes
and frequencies not be changed monthly, II FFOKCEV Reg 380-6 (C), dtd 13
Aug 68 and USARV Reg 380-13 (C), dtd 24 Apr 68 require that call signs ana
call words be randomly rotated within each aivision and separate brigade ana
equivalent-siszed unit at lsast each month, that a complete change of new call
signs and c&ll words be initiated once every three months, and call signs and
call words be changed concurrently with all frequency changes. The ability of
the enemy to monitor and exploit traffic passed in the clear on our radio nets
has beem more than adequately demonstrated by the recent capture of an enemy
COMINT team, The hand written summary of friendly transmissions indicates
that the enemy has concentrated his efforts on pattalion and brigade level
nets, As long &8s some of these nets are operated in the clear, making periodic
changes of frequencies, call signs, and suffixes as well as occasionally
changing redio operetors provides the best mesans to impede the ensmy COMINT
effort. Making these changes at odd intervals with the average time between
changes being less than 30 days will provide some improvement in transmission
security. Of course, given a large volume of radio traffic and enough time,
the enemy will be able to identify certain nets again but the period of time
that it takes him to establish identification will hamper his COMINT efforts,
Use of the Low power setting on the VRC-12 serles radio wherever possible will
further degreéde the enemy's monitoring by reducing the effective range of the
transmission and at the sam time reduce the possibility of interference with
another unit using the sam frequency. While some frequency *juggling® may
taks place when interference problems arise, procedures for resolving these
problems have been established and should be followed,

b. Reference paragraph 2a(3), page 27, cbservation is incorrect for the
following reasons,

1o AR 672-5-1 authorizes individual and unit awards to foreign personnel
and units. Paragraph 5g, AR 672-5-1 authorizes CG, USARV to award the Valorous

4q DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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AVFEC-RR (10 Mar 70) 17+
SUBJXCTs Operational Report of ist Infant Division for Period End ing
31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Unit Award and the Meritorious Unit Commendation to US and foreign units.

Whils the authority to approve unit awards cannot be delegated by Cu, USakv,
recommendations can be forwarded to USARV for approval,

2, Paragraph 20(4), USARV Regulation 672-1, dated 1 Jul 69, and paragraph
18, II FFV Regulation 672-1, dated 18 Aug 69, authorise division commanders
to impact awards for valorous acts to combat personnel in grades 03 and below
in RVMAF, to include RF/FF personnel. Thess impact awards are limited to the

Bronse Star Msdal with "V" device and the Army Commendation Medal with "yn
device.

FOR THE COMMANDER: A
VNG
o Co BARTKL JR
CPT AC
Asst AC

Copy furnished:
13t Inf Div

59D
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AVHGC-DST (10 March 1970) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Perlod
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Jleadquaxters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 5an Francis 6
' yo ' oa nelsco 96375 04 app 1970
T0s Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTH: GPOP-DT,

APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for ‘he quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from .‘eadquarters,
1st Infantry Division and concurs with the comments of indorsing head-
quarters,

2, (C) Comments follow:

a, (C) Reference item concerning "Use of Intelligence Squads",
page 28, paragraph 2b(1): concur. Establishing a close identification
with local citizens can result in obtaining valuable informatlon concerning
enemy movements, plans and activities and thus enhance the security and
success of US/Allied operations, This item has been extracted for possible
inclusion in the next USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons, No actlon by
D4 or USARPAC is recommended, ’

b, (U) Reference item conceming "Spot Reports", page 28, paragraph
2b(2)1 concur., The use of any ald which benefits the commander in the
agssimilation and expeditious reporting of intelligence information is
encouraged by this headquarters, This item has been extracted for possible
inclusion in the next USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. No actlion by
DA or USARPAC is recommended.

c. (U) Reference item concerning "Enemy Counter Mechanical Ambush
Techniquee”, page 30, paragraph c(4) and "Magnetic Effect of M57 Claymore
Firing Device”, page 31, paragraph c(6)s concur, These items have been
extracted for possible inclusion in next USARV Tips for Commanders.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Riverine Tactical Resupply",
page 33, paragraph 2¢(11)s concur. Established and stereotype patterns
of movements can be invaluable aids to the enemy in planning and executing
ambush operations against US/Allied personnel. The use of irregular
pattems of movement will enhance the security of U5/Allied operations
and decrease the opportunities for successful exploitation by the eneny.
This item has been extracted for possible inclusion in the next USARV
Combat Intelligence Lessons, No action by DA or USARPAC 1s recommended.
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aViGC-DST (10 March 1970) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

e. (U) Reference item concerming "Enemy Detection of Allied Proops",
page 34, paragraph 2c(14)s concur., This headquarters encourages the
implementation of all measures which will enhance operations cecurity
and decrease the foreknouledge/foreuarning which can be provided to the
eneny, This item has been extracted for possible inciusion in the next
USARV Combat Intelligence Leasons, No action by DA or USARPAC 1s recoamenicd,

f. (C) Reference item conceming "New Enemy Nining Techniques",
page 35, paragraph c(16):s concur. The use of acetate as an insulating
cshield to preclude detection by a magnetic detector may be effective.
Until further information can be obtalned,evaluation of this method is
pending., However, subject item has been extracted for possible incluzion
in the next USARV Combat Intelligence Leszons,

- g (C) Reference item concerning "Rallier/Hoi Chanh PSYOP", page
27, paragraph 2c(21): concur, While recommended techniques of propaganda
development may be applicable in the 1st Infantry Divislon TAQK, they

nay not be effective throughout ARVN. The proper development of a
propaganda message is a critical aspect of PSYOP, FNM 33~5, Psychologlcal
Operations and Procedures, establishes guldelines for audience analysis

and propaganda preparation.

h. (U) Reference item concerning “"Organization of MP Companies”,
page 39, paragraph 2d(3): nonconcur. The MNP Company is organized to
provide MP support from several locations within the division area. 1In
all cases the intent is for the supporting MP platoon to mess with the
supported brigade or other asuigned headquarters, .

i, (C) Reference item concerning "Monthly Change of Frequencies
and Callsigns", page 44, paragraph 2g(2): nonconcur, This headquarters
concurs with comment contained in paragraph a, 1st Indorsement, H& II
FFORCEV. The translation of a captured NVA/VC working aid for intercept
of U5 and RVNAF communications vividly revealed the communications
security (COMSEC) weakness inherent in the infrequent change of frequencies/
callsigns, This translation is contained in MACVY J2/TAREX Report,

TIR RVN 06-70, which will be forwarded by this headquarters to all major
subordinate commands, including divisions and separate brigades, during
March 1970. No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

SA
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AVYGC-DST (10 March 1970) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of ist Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

jo (€) Reference item concerning “Increased Use of Secure ietc",
page ', paragraph 25(3): concur, Due to strong conmand emphasis and
priority actions, increased installation and utilization of lNESTOR equip-
nent 1s being reported throughout all subordinate commands. laxiium
utilizatlion of NESTOR equipment will enhance USARV's overall operation:
security (OPSEC) posture. No action by DA or USARPAC it recommended,

k., (U) Reference item concerning "XN-706 (V-100) .irmored Car",
page L5, paragraph h(3): nonconcur. Repair parte for the XM 7C€
(?-100§ Connando Car can be and are belng recelved through use of normal
MILSTRIP requisitioning procedures. Kecent experlence indicates that
normal supply channels are working well for those units that requesti
supplies properly using the V10O project cuode.

TOR THE COMMANDIR:

P

L D. M!RRAY

£P1, AGC
Cy furns Fasistont 7 Jietzet General

7%, II FFORCEV
ist Iaf Div
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GPOP-DT (10 Mar 70) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 Janusry 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 8 APR 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Porce Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. 1. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
At AG
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters lst Engineer Battalion
1st Infantry Division )
AP0 96345

AVDB=CE-0 2 February 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Leasons Learned, lst !hgineer Battelion for Per~
iod Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2

Commanding General
Jst Infantry Division
ATTN:  AVDB~T-MHD
APO 96345

1. QPERATIO GNIFICANT ACT 3

a, Organizations The lst Engineer Battelion is the organic divisional come-
bat engineer battalion for the lst Infantxy Division, Headquarters and Headw
quarters Company lacated in Lai Khe Base Camp provides command and steff super-
vision for combat engineer support to the lst Infantry Division, Engineer equip-
ment suppert is pravided by the heavy equipment platoon and consists of: a 20
ton .rough terrain crans, graders, five ton dump trucks, sheepsfoot, wobbly wheel,
and steel wheel rollers, 10 ton tractora, 25 ton low-boy trailers, scoop leaders,
and water and asphalt distributors, This equipment is ailtached to line compan-
ies on a mission basis to provide additional support,

The AVLB seotion, which is attached to Headquarters Company, consists of four
launchers and six bridges. This section has been deployed on a mission basis
throughout the Division TAOR and in support of ARVN and-other US units,

The Rome Plow. section is organic to Headquarters Company and consists of six
Rome Plows, an Armored Personnel Carrier, and a complete maintenance section,
The Rome Plow section is placed in direct support of lat Infantry Division units
to accomplish area land clearande in the TAOR,

Oompany A is located in Deu Tieng Base Camp, It provided direzt conmbat support
to the lst Brigade, 1lst Infantry Division,

Company B is direct support to the 2nd Brigude, lst Infantry Division, Pre-
sently Company B is located south of Bear Cat in A0 Dagger. Prior to 15 December
1969, they were located in Di An Base Camp, They moved briefly into Lai Khe Base
Camp before moving to their present area of operations on 1 January 1970.

Company § located at Iai Khe Base Camp provided direct combet engineer support
for the 3rd Brigade,lst Infantry Division, Company C elements are dispersed
throughout the Brigade Area of Operations, °

Incl 8 35




Couwpany D is tie general support engineer company for the lst Infantry Div-
Jaion, With 1ts headquarters located at Lai Khe Bagse Camp the coumpany consists
of a headquarters platoon and three line platoons, Iwo of the line platoons are
organized for the specifioc mission of providing the Battalion gusrd commitment
while the third platoon is tesked with both combat and construction support mis.
'siona,

=it §

Company E is located at DL An Base Camp, The company!s primary mission is to
provide the Division with a rapid temporary bridging capability, Additionally,
Company E operatesKesner Ski Burges in support of Division riverine operations
and provides engineer construction support for projects in Di An Base Camp, Tho
' company is composed of two bridge platoons, each of which has two sections, and
3 a headquarters platoon for company operations,

T e

TR

b. Administration:

Ziasgel

(1) 4As of 18 January 1970, the Battalion Stafi uoss

Couwmanding Officers LTG Rodney E., Cox
Executive Officers MAJ William A. Hokanson
Assistant Division Engineer: MAJ Dennis J. York
S-1t 1LT James D, Nix
S-2: 1LT Randolph Ellis
5-31 MAT Albert R, Colan

' S-4t CPT Martin S, Anderson

! C0,, HHC:  CPT €arl Collins

COy A Cot CPT James G, Patrick

C0y B Cos CPT Robert M, Amrine

C0, C Cot OCPT Barry J. Cantor

€0, D Co: CPT Anson F. Thorp

C9, E Co: CPT James H, Glock

(2) Personnel changes within this period were 94 departees processed out
and 80 replacements processed in, There continues to be a shortage of engineer
| squad leaders MB3S: 12B40, and Medics 91B20,

¢, Intelligence and Counter-Intelligences

Daily intelligence reports from 1st Infantry Division Headquarters and
Headquarters, 3rd Brigade are processed by the Battalion S-2 and further dise
seminated to subordinate units within this commsnd. In addition, loecal base
camp commanders provide intelligence data for olements of the Battalion at base
camps separate from the Battalion Headquarters, These reports along with intel-
ligence documents from II FIELD FORCE - VIETNAM, higher headquarters and recurring
SITREPS from the S-2 section are utilized for plamning local security requirements
for Engineser operations, Route reconnsissance was accomplished on a daily basis
by the recon elements of the S~-2 section,

de. Operationss

(1) Land Clearing During the quarter: The 1lst Engineer Battalion Rome
Plow section cleared 2,265 acres of jungle in support of the 1lst Infantry Division,
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(2) Mine Sweep Oporationss During the quarter, the Battalion continued
to support the lst Infantry Division with mine sweep teams, Ono hundred seven
mines were encountered on routes swopt by the lat Engineer Battalion this quarter,
Seventj-one, or 67 percent, were dotected and destroyed prior to detonution by
friendly vehioles,

Company 4 swept LTL-14 from Dau Tieng to FSB Tenneasee daily during the
period 1 November 69 to 9 Deccmber €9, Using three sweep parties, the unit opened
the road from Dau Tieng to FSB Tennossee daily by 1000 hre. On 9 December 69, in-
fantry units assuméed responsibility for these sweeps, In addition, sweep parties
from Company A accompanied infantry units on eight cache search missions lasting
two to three days each, The personnel and equipment involved in thése search

missions werc two men and one detoctor. On 14 December 69, a one time sweep from

FSB Tennessce to Ben Cat on LTi-1% was completed to pass Company B, 2/34th Armor
over this route.

Company B also performed numerous mine sweeps to assure the safe and un-
restricted use of vital roads and MSR's in the AO. Before an A0 change on 15 Lec-
ember 69, four sweep teams were used to sweep route Orange from . Ben Cat to FSB
Jim (XT884390) and Route LTL=16 from Claymore Corners (XT888367) to Ten Uycn,
ifter the AD change, mine sweep teams were required to swecp-Route Orange from
Ben Cat to the Song Be Bridge, Route LTL-16 from Claymorc Corners to FSB Normendy
III (XT904318), and Route QL-13 from Lai Khe north to the 77 cast-west grid. On
1 Jenuary 70, another A0 change resulted in Route Orange being swept by non-div-
isional engineers, Route LTL~16 by 1/18th Inf and Route QL-13 by C Company. Add-
itionally small scale sweep requirements in support of tactical operations were
provided to Brigade units after the regularly assigned sweeps were completed,

Prior to the Brigade AO change on 15 December 69, Company C accomplished
the mine sweep from Lai Khe to Thunder II (555 eastewest grid) using three swecp
teams, Company C also conducted the sweep of Route 240 from Ben Cat te FSB Do-
minate (XT706442) with two sweep teams, The security from the 2/16th Inf wes
integrated into this mine sweep operation and after a twow-week training pericd
assumed the sweep on Route 240, This freed two englneer squads for other duties,
Sweep teams on several occassions opened Boundary Roads Mines detected during
this period were primarily of the type using "slap stick" detonators with the
detonators buried in wheel marks on the road shoulders, The charges were placed
just off the centerline. This Route had been unused for a long time and several
vehicles detonated deeply buried mines that could not be detected visually. The
mines contained little metal and were always found in pairs.

(3) Battalion Tunnel Rats: Tunnel exploration and destruction was carri-
ed out by the two Tunnel Rat Teams of the Battalion S-2 Section, Each teanm is
composed of one officer, one RTO and two Kit Carson Scouts. When not performing
duties as tunnel rats, the teams are used in reconnaissance of areas, bridges,
and routes designated by the operations section, Each team worke independently,
hetivities during the period 1 October 60 to 15 December 69 were:

(a) Supported C Company, 2/2nd Inf (Mech) on 8 November 69, In~
vestigated three (3) wells approximately 25 fest deep, thought at first to be tun-
nel entrances, Negative finds and negative results,
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The Rene Plaw soction began the quarter with continued suppert of the 1/16th

. Inf, The first ten days of November 69, 235 acres yere cut in grid squares XT6236

and XT6438, During & one week standdown, three worn-out plows were replaced,

On 17 November 69, 25 acres were cleared just north of Lei Khe at XT974~
405, The plows then moved north of Bowundaxy Road to XT7056 where they cut 240
acres in: sevén days, The following six days, 175 acres were cleared in the vic-
inity-of XT7156,

After a two day maintenance standdown ending 1 December 69, 65 acres in-
oluding several landing zones and RON sites vere cut in the area around XT6857,
On 16 December 69, the plows moved east of QL<13 whero they cleared 245 aeres
g;;zgzn LTL~13 and the Song Be River, primarily around grid squares XT8466 and

-

On 17 December 69, the plows returned to Lai Khe for a maintenance stand-
down until Christmas, During this time two more tractors were received to replace
two additional "washouts®,

On 26 December 69, the plows moved to the vicinity of Minh Thanh, During
the next 10 days, 340 acres were cleared. On'5 January 70, the plows returned to
Lal Khe for & one day standdown to transfer the maintenance sectlon from M-5/8!s
to their own organic wheeled vehicles, On 6 Januery 70, the plows moved to FSB
Kien in support of 2/28th Inf, For the next three weeks a total of 940 acres
were cut in grid squares XT5344, XT5242, and XT5439,

During this quarter, the Division changed the concept of Rome Plow opera=-
tions, Instead of clearing large pre-designated areas, the plows were utilized
as dactical offensive weapona. Cuts were in atrips and patterns through and
eround suspécted enemy concentrations and bade camp areas, This ellowcd the sup~
ported combat unit to.move readily behind the plows to conduct cordons and sweeps
of the suspectod enemy. locations. Consequently, the total acreage cleared by the
plows this quarter was less than any previous quarter this year,

This new mode of operation has créated a problem in that the plows often
move so fast they outrun their maintenance train. A4s a result, the quantity and
quality of mendatory maintenance vas reduced cauging an increasetin deadline time
and operator fatigue., To a]levia.te this situation heavy emphasis has been placed
on more.frequent short rest and daily maintenance periods.

In CY 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion Rome Plows cleared more than 10,000
acres of jungle.

During this quarter, Company A was tasked to clear the secondary growth
along LTL-1/ from Dau Tieng to FSB Tennessee (¥T581333) to reduce the wulnerability
to embush of the daily convoy fror Deu Tieng to FSB Tennessee. One doxer and one
heavy grn=sa cutter borrowed from the Michelin Rubber Corporation were employed,
While the dozer cleared hesvy areas of brush, the grass ocutter chopped up lighter
growth, The cltter was pulled by an APC or a five ton dump truck, Diesel fuel
was sprayed over the cut foliage and then burned. A 50 meter swath was cut on
each side of the road. An area approximately 50 meters by 600 meters was cleared
each day.
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(b) Supported D Company 2/28th Inf on 20-21 November 69, Investi-
grted a bese camp srea that contained ane tunnel 500-600 meters long, a second
tunnel 30-40 metora long, and approximatoly oight bunkers, Beth tunnels and bunke
ora were destreyed. Lacated 1 US type claymora, wire; und dotecter, 2 cach 1l-
lumination cannistera (4,2") and VC digging equipment.

(c) Supported B Company 2/2nd Inf (Mech) on 21-22 Nevembor 0, In-
vestigated 4 tunnels, One funne) was 70 meters in length while the other three
vere 80 metors in length, Megative finds,

(d) Supported B Troop 1/4th Cav on 26 November 69. Investigated a
shaft 12 te 15 fevt deep and 18 inchos in dlameter. Searchod bettom of shaft and
found 9 small caverns 12 feet deep and 4 foob high, Resultas articles of cloth-

ing, amall bag of rice, cooking pot, piotcl belit, parts of enemy bodies and a
note book,

(o) Supported A Troap 1/4th Cav en 27 November 69, Investigated
small number of tunnels, one of which was 25-30 meters in length, Hegative finds,

(f) Supported D Company 1/28th Inf on 19-22 January 70 in the Trep-
azride,  Seerched 225 meters of tunnel, Rosultss 1-SKS, 8-AK-47's, 1-ME0 machine
gun, 1~BiR, 300 rounds of M6O amma, 2 rifle grenades, 1=-AT grenade, 12 packs, 2-
sewing machines, 400 yards of canves material, 300 ammo pouches, and 6 claymores,

When not on tunnel missions the "Rat Teams" providea engineer reccnnais—
sanco necessery to support Division eperations. The following significent reccne
naisssnce missicnas were performed during the quarters

(a) Route Reconnaissances Was performed almost daily somewhere in
the Division A0, ALerial reconneissance was mada on routes 14, 24, {~13, LTL-14,
245, 239, 301, 240, 302, and boundary Raad,

(b) Ground Reconnaissence was made of routes LTL-14, TL=2h, QL~-13,
LTL-13, 240, 239, 301, LTL~16, snd Boundary Rcad. As the need eruse, recons were
nade of specific bridges end water geps for up-to-the-cinute infornation. * Sites
included XT653485, XT615522, X1613521, XT604514, XT846534, and XT675586,

(c) Adrfield Reconnaissance: A reconnaissence of Minh Thanh airfield
wes conducted cn 9 December 69 in anticipation of epening a forward Brigade CP et
thet location,

(4) Lending Zone Missions: Cempany G has provided a platoon to cut ten
lending zones with chain saws and explosives in.suppart of 3rd Brigade operations,
This land clearing technique was alsc employed to deny the enemy concealment along
trails known to be used as supply routes, The LZ team normally spent two days in
the field with one resupply scheduled on the first daye

Teams were inserted by ladder assualt frem CH-47 Chinook helicopters, FRe-
supply and extraction were alsa made by Chinock,

All line companies maintain LZ teams on stardby. but anly Cempany C's team
wes actually employed during the quarter,
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(5) Fire-Support Base and Night Defensive Poaition Upgrade and Construct-
ions During this quarter Company 4 had the task of upgrading FSB Kien (XT519418),
FSB Tennessee, and FSB Pino Ridge (XT522588)., At FSB Kion the internal drainage
was improved, roads graded and ditched, culverts placed where needed, four 155mm
Howltzer peds were built, the vld sanitory £i11 was closed and a new one apened,
and approximately 50 loads of Iaterite hauled into the FSB, At FSB Tennessce, 2n
access road was constructed, a new berm built around the reduced perimeter and
fields of fire were clearede A4 D=5 dozer wns airlifted into FSH Pine Ridge to ac~
complish clearing and the construction of a berms In addition Company A set wp
its own Night Defensive Positién during the last weck of Navember, The 3rd Platoon
established NDP Cold Harbor -(XT598501) and ceccupied it for epproxiamately one veek,
while working on the road, culvert and AVLB site vieinity XT6152,

On 15 December 69, Cempany B relocated its CP and billets «¥ ).al Khe Basc
Camp, The unit also assumed responsibility fo upgrade of FSB's Thunder I
{XT784451), Thunder II (xw785557§, and Thunder III (XT768649) in addition to FSB
Jim, FSB Normendy I1I, FSB Florida (X1018329), and Chanh lLuu, On 1 Jeruary 1970,
Company B moved to a new area of operations south of Boar Cat. During the next
two weeks, Company B was involved;in the construction of three fire ‘support bases;
Colorado (¥5313807), Dekota (YS243779), and Rhode Island (¥S436766), Inprovements
to these three fire support bases continues throughout the period of this report.

Construction and upgrade of FSB's and NDP's was a significant part of Compe
any C's cperations. A D=5 .dozer was found to be most useful In establishing a FSB ;
or a NDP in-the mongoon season due to reduce weight, When trafficability permit:
however, a D=7 douer is the best tool for clearing fields of fire and constructing |
berms, In an existing NDP or FSB the key to maintaining a useable base is keeping
a set traffic pati;qrh, installing culverts, and constantly opening drainage ditch~
es, Company C positioned elcments in FSB Thunder I, FSHB Thunder II, FSB Dominute,
FSB 4pollo (XT637507), and FSB Oklehema (XT833525) almost continually thrcughout
the quarter, In mid-December a platoon size elemont was sent to the Minh Thanh
Mrfield to establish.a forward CP (FSB IRON) for 3rd Brigades

{6) Road Upgrade and Repair: During thé quarter much of the 1st Enginecr
Battalion's equipment and man~power assets was devoted to construction and up=
grade of 81 kilometers of primary road and secondary road within the Division AQ.

Company A allocated the bulk of its men and equipment assets ta road up-
grade and ‘construction. One of Cempany 4&'s major road projects was the constructe
ion of the Dau Tieng Bypass, Lue to heavy rains during the nonsoon seascn, the
bypass road was impassable to all vehicles, including tracks. Approximately 450
loads of laterite were haunled to-fill this road, The half mile road project took
Pour deys to complete,. During the last week of Nevember, Route 239 through the
Michelin Rubber Plantation was upgradeds This mission called for the employment
of two culverts and improvement of roade Brush was cleared from the road side us— ,
ing bangalorce torpedees te destroy tripwired AP mines. There.were numorous sec= ;
ondary explosions. The roadway was filled, shapéd, and crowncd,. The project

-was completed in approximately one week, Starting on 15 Nevember 69, Company A

improved LTI~14 from Dau Tieng to FSB Tennessee by filling, shaping, and crowning
the roadway. The major work on this route is complete, but upgrade continues,
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Company B worked oxtensively on a six kilometer section-of LTL-16 from
Claynore Corners to FSB Normandy III, More than 1,200 cubic yards of laterite
were hauled into this area, The road was shaped, ditched, and compacted. Several
culvorts were constructod,

In November, Company G openod Boundary Road from QI~13 to Rt 239, Cul-

verts were installed and an AVLB was prepared, This work in.conjunction. with

that of Company A on Rt 239 through the Michelin, served to open & route through
the heart of the Division AD from QL-13, vicinity of XT793546, to Dau Tieng, In
mid-Decembor, LTL~13 wvast of Chanh Thanh was opened using three AVLB bridges.
Company C later replaced a culvert at. XT823661 thus eliminating one AVLE site.

On 8 January 1970, a task force from C Company began votk on Rt 301,
Within 10 days the route was opened comnecting QL~13 and LTL-16,

On 26 October, a rlatoon from Company D reinforced with equipment from'
Headquarters Company began upgrade of LTL-14 from FSB Tennessee to Ben Cat., The
initial mission was to rebuild the 400 meter causcwsy at XT6034, install culverts

at XT606347 and upgrade the secticn of road from coordinates XT592342 to XT6li-
338, The causeway and culverts were completed on time and passed e tactical con-
voy of clags €0 vehiclos on 5 Novembor 69, This section of road wes subsequent-
1y upgraded to a higher standard, Explosives were used in extremely wet areas to
allow standing water to drain off the roadway. The old roadway was clevated with
a 12 inch Uift of laterites Secondly, it became necessary to construct a new sec-
tion of road between XT648332 and XT656319 via XT649327. The old road hed been
conpletely destroyed and much of it was under water. More than 8,000 cubic yards
of laterite were hauled into this two kilometer section of road, The expected
date of completion was 15 December 69. On 6-December 69, the D Compeny platoon
completed its work and returned to Lai Khe through Ben Cat. This ccnplcted the
opening of = sceend reute thraugh Len Cat to Dau Tieng.

(7) Riverine Operations: 4s in the previous quarter, Kener Ski Barges
fronm Company E continued to support both the 2/28th Inf based at FSB Kien, and
the 2/2nd Inf (Mech) based at FSB Tennessee in riverine missions, On 1 Decenber
69, the riverine operations were consolidated under 2/28th Inf and ell operations
were out of FSB Tennessee. The Kenner Ski Barges (Ski Boat) is a 21 foot, fiber
glass boat with dual forty horsepower outboard motors.

The boats operate in groups of four with five or six infantryman and two
engineers in each boat. Thelr mission is to patrol 45 kilometers of the Saigoen
River between Deu Tieng and FSB Tennessee during daylight hours searching for
signs of enemy activities and enemy bunkers. At night they are used to set en~
bushes along the river to prevent enemy movement along or across the river,

The riverine operations have been very successfuls They have accounted
for 60 enemy KIA as well.as the discovery of many enemy caches and bunker com-
plexes, Success has been greatest at night while the boats are in ambush sites
and enemy soldiers attempt to eross the river. In.addition to these concrete
results, intelligence reports indicate that the boat operations have boen successe

ful in slowing infiltration into the lst Division's A0. Except for one incident
the mission has encounter.d very little enemy resistance, -On 8 November 69, the
toats working with the 2/28th Inf were engaged by enemy forces using RPG and auto-
matic weapons fire. The ambush wzg very effective with most of the boats being
irmediately disabled, Three Engineer and three Infantryman personnel were KIA and
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three Engincor and eight Infantryman personncl wore WIA, Cao "Ski Boat" was total-
1y destroyed. Follewlng this ambush it was decided thut Navy PB&'s would accom-
pany Engincoxr "ski Boats" on 211 mizsions to provide increased fire power.

On 20 January 1970, boat operations were terminated cn the Saigon River.
The boats were moved toRung Sat Special Zone in the 2nd Brigade A0, Operations
with 1/16th Inf began on 22 January 70. The ambush posted the first night with the
"Ski Boats" killed 3 VO and suni one sumpan, The operation continues.

& throo weck riverine mission in support of the 1/26th Inf was initiated
on 12 November 69. Two LTR pontons with dual ..o horsepower outboard motors and
four Enginoer operators were provided, Tho mission was to sweop the Scng Do Rive
or north of the Song Be Bridge in support of infantry trcops who patrolled the
shore. kesults of this mission were rather extensive for the short time of Zho
cperation with seven enemy KIA, five enemy WIA (PW), two AK-47%s, one M-16 riflc,
and six €Omm mortar rounds.

(8) Base Camp Construction: 411 3attalion units continued support of
Baso Camp Construction and Upgrade projecis at Lai Xhe, Di An, and Dau Tieng.

Company A supported tenont units at Dau Tieng Base Camp. During the first
six wecks of the quarter a platoon was tesked to construct two water towers, twen-
ty tent floors, and ten 8!'x56% bunkers for the relocated 2/28th Inf Bn, During
the first wuek of December one bunker was constructed for the MI Detachment at
Dau Tieng, flso in December, onc 8'x16! bunker and five €'-56! bunkers verc con-
structed for PA&E, One grease rack was constructed for ti. 2/2nd Inf (Mech). O(me
Sea Hut and one shower was constructed. for the lst Brigade LOH pilots. The radar
tower belonging to 1/5th jrty was repaired. On all these projects the lack of
lumber caused delays in completicn,

Companies B and E supported tenant units at Di An Base Camp. The water
distribution system for the Division Training Command was completed by B Company.
The project involved the construction of feeder pipe system to the showers and
mess hall in the Division Training Command from the main water storage tank in that
areas Cempany Bl's work in the Division Standdown Center at Di in reached the
final stage vwith the completion of the theater, road net, and privacy fence,

On 21 November 69, Company E received the mission of constructing « 20
fcot bridge on Di An Base Camp to allow emergency traffic across to the perineter
roads The design called for three steel striugers but there were only two thiriy
foot steel beams available., In order to construct the bridge the ends of the two
beams were -cut off and welded together to form a third beem. With this accemp-
lighed, the beams were set and decked on 7 December 69,

In Loi Khe, Ccmpany D accomplished limited base canmp construction during
the last quarter but provided much technical advice and recommendations to re-
questing units on bunker construction, Compan; D did install barbed wire rakers
on the sccurity fence around the Special Security area and constructed a 20%x4Q0Y
tropical building for Special Services., 4 security fence was constructed around
the Special Services and Red Cross Girl's living quartcrs, When the 2nd Brigade
moved to Lei Xhe in mid-December, a motor pool for the 1/7th Arty wes cleared and
graded by D Company.
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The -Headquarters Company equipment se:lion hauled hundreds of loads of
laterite for-various tenant units to imprové drainage and: provide -sandbag f£ill,

e, Civie Aotions Contributing to the 1st Division's pacification eoffort,
the ‘Battalion participated in many civic action projects ‘this quarter,

In Mid~January, Company A began construction of an access road to the
reaettlement village near Dau Tieng, The purpose of this road was to efford casy
access to this aréa for buffalo, ox-carts, and governement vehicles, Presently
the village is accessabls only by foot, T..e project was completed on 29 January
4dditionally a house for a Vietnamese family was constructed in mid-January near
FSB Kien. The family's former housc-was destroyed: during a- -nilitary operation,

Company C.began renovation of the road net and drainage system in Lai Khe
Village on 15 December 69. To date five .culverts, 80 meters of drainage canal,
and one .diversion channel have been constructed, Over 150 loads of laterite heve
been hauled to 400 meters of road, and graders have been used to-widen and shape
existing roadways. Close ooordinntion with the Village Chief has been egstablished
go the local population can assist in the imprnvements.

A culvert vas installed by Company C on Route LTL-13 on 5 December €9
replacing .a makeshift log bridges The culvert gives ‘Vietnamese loggers -eary access
to the areas they work,

On 27 and 28 December 69, Company D cleared,. graded, and compacted en arca
approximately one acre in size as site preparation for an ARVN dependont housing
project at Ben Cat. Forty RF/PF families will live at this location, ARVN's has
begun ¢onstruction on the houseds

On 20 January 70, Compary D bégan.earthwork on a project at Ben Cat High
School. The area around the achool will be graded and a large aren will be level-
ed for use as an sthistic. field,

The Battalion surgeon hes continued Med-Caps in XYom Xoai and Long Cau Vil-
ages during the past three months, A party was given for the children of XYom Xoai
Village on Thanksgiving Doy in Lai Khe,

fs Training: During the quarter, training within the Battalion wat primarily
presented at Company level,. Range Firing was conducted twice monthly with all
TO&E weapons.

The line companies of the Battelion gave classes in mine détectors and
mine sweep operations to 1/16th Inf Bn, 2/16th Inf Bn, 2/28th Inf Bn, and the
1/4th Cav, The 2/1Gth Inf was also instructed in mine sweeping techniques by act-
ually participating in roadsweeps of Rt 240 which eventually led to the 2/16th
Inf assuming the entire sweep responsibl]ity. The 1/4th Cav was also instructed
in mine warfare with emphasis placed-on characteristics of Viet Cong mining tech~
niques, 2/28th Inf Bn received similar instruction before they assumed sweep re-
spongibildty for LTL-14 from -FSB Ténnessee to Dau Tieng, The training resulted in
engimeer troops being relieved from sweep: responaibility allowing them to be more
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gainfully employed on other enginecr projeots,

Training teams from tho lst Engineer Battalion are presently conducting
a six week refreshor training in Engincer subjects for the 5th ARVN Engineer Batta-

. lion, Tralning began on 29 Decembor 69, Instructors were selected from different

olements of the lst Enginmer Battalion, each being highly knowledgable in his sub-
ject area, Recon personnel from the S-2 section teach classes in demolitions,

nine detoctor oporation, landmine warfarc, and road and airficld maintenance,
construction, and design. Personnel from the S-4 section teach operation and main-
tenance of, water purification units, Battalion maintenance and heavy equipment
section personnel continued to give classes and on the job training in the maint-
enance and operations of graders, dozers, concrete mixers, crenes, and bucket load-
erg. Company D provides instruction in the carc and meintenance of engineer squad
tools and spocialized equipment. Company E provides training on outboard motor
operations and meintenances Light Tactical Raft construction, panel and timber
trestle bridge construction and design., Instruction has been well receiveds The
unit has becén most cooperative in assisting instructors, Attendance has been good.
The students appear interested and ask questions, The only major problem is that
classes take twice the normal time due to the necessary tranalations. After the US
instructors present each class to ARVN Officers and NGCO!'s, the Vietnamese tegch the
class to their own M with the US instructors moritoring.
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2. LESSONS LEARNED: COMANDERS OBSERVATTON, EVALUATI( , & RECOMMENDATIONS:
a. PERSONNFL: None:
b, INTELLIGENGE:
(1) OBSERVATION: During mine sweep operations on Thunder Road north of
Thundexr III botween east~west grid lines XT70 and XT72, twelve mines were found

during the period 15-20 December 69, Two incidents of vehicular detonation dur-
ing this period necessitated a change of mine sweep procedures to insure e clear-

-ed road. The mines found were generally twenty pound INT mines, twelve inches in

diameter with three pronged detonators screwed into the detonmater wells on the
mines. These mines were placed within a one hundred meter stretch of road in sets
of three., Each mine in the -set was covered with numerous layers of acetate to
provide a shield from the detectors. Generally the first two mines were covercd
with from six to ten layers of acetate'and placed so that the mine sweep tecm

came to them first, The third was usually covered with only twc layers of acotate,
Most mines were placed in the road or on the shoulders where the road marrows,

The type of TNT used was generally of poor quality as demonstrated by the crater
sise when the mine was blown in place. Most mines were found visually rather

then by detector due to the method of emplacement and the failure of the cnemy

to properly police the area of the small round containers in which the fuzes were
packaged,

EVALUATION: The triple mining technique utilizing acetate shieclds as a
preventive measure against detection by mine detectors utilizing the magnetmeter
principle is potentially extremely effective, The acetate acts like an insulator
between the sensors of the detector and the metalic mine casing, effectively re-
ducing the signal picked up by the operator., The length of the sweep, shortage
o' personnel, and tine requirements preciuded a minute-and detailed sweep of the
entire seven and one-half kilometers of road.

The failure of the enemy to adequately camouflage the mines and police
the area of detonator containers was a prime aid in locating mines on the road.
However, many of the mines were skillfully emplaced and after finding one mine
in the ground the others were located only after a diligent scarch of the area al-
ready sweple

The triple mining technique seems to be used only in one area in the 1st
Division A0 and seems to be a more sophisticated extension of the double mine
technique commonly found. However, this is the first time acetate has been used
to dampen the signal the operator hears,

¢ When the triple mining system with acetate shields is
suspected or confirmed in an area the sweep team should check its forward move=-
ment and carefully check one hundred meters along the road in both directions,
It has been standard procedure to check for a second mine, but the check is usual-
1y only made within the immediate area. This should be changeds All precautions
for the immediate safety of the team as set forth in lst Inf Div SOP and in part- ]
iculsr distances betweén elements, placement of security, and probing should be
atrictly adhered to,
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(2) OBSERVATION: On 2 Jenuary 1970, the 2/18th Inf.wae involved in an
air insertion into the location for their new FSB-NDP now called FSB Colorado,
AMr reconnaigsance of the area showed it to be an old Rome Plow cut. The ente
rance read to FSB Colorado was alse  the subject of ground and acrial reconnais.
wance, but only an aerial recon was completed, Each occassion the aerial recon-
naissance showed what appeared to be a good location in the Rome Plow cut for an
FSB-NDP and showed the road to be passable. However, once the operation had be-
gun and the troops wore on the ground, it was found that the areasclocted for this
FSB-NDP was deeply covered with brush and fallen treos ranging in size from scv~
oral inches to several feet in diameter which reduced visibility to ebout twen-
ty feet and seriously hampercd ground movement and sccurity,

EVALUATION: The effectivemess of all units engaged in the sccurity of or
the construction of this FSB-NIP was seriously hampered by having a lack of engi-
neer support available which could cope with the situation as found on inscrtion,
The initial confusion and the slow initial phase of clearing was due primarily
to basing requirements for engineer support on aerial rcconnaissance alonc. Afer-
ial reconnaissance, although an excellent tool to use initially, should not be
considered as a replacement for a ground reconnaissances Particularly with re-
spect to- engineor work estimutos, ground reconnaissance is essential to determine
the exact type and quantity of engincer equipment required, Little topo relief
is evident from aerial recons, But ground reconnaissance will prevent major
judgnent errors with respect to the height and depth of objects and terrain,

RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that ground reconnaissance be conside-
cred an essential supplement to aerial reconnaissance for detecrmining the loca-
tion of field bascs and the engineer support requirements in areas where no prior
information is available.

ce OPERATIONS:
(1) Rome Plow Operationss

OBSERV,TIQN: Using Rome Plows as tactical offensive weapons cen re-
sult in 2 high deadline rate and excessive operator fatigue.

EVALUATION: The new concept of Rome Plows in the attack has greatly rc~
duced the quantity and quality of mandatory maintensnce. Reme Plow acreege cut
is down because of the plows being used as tactical offensive weapons, Cuts were
made in strips and patterns through the jungle around suspected encmy concentra-
tions and base camps, This allowed the supporfed unit to move behind the plows
to conduct cordons and sweeps of the suspected enemy locations, This type of
novement -also makes it extremely difficult and sometimes impossible for the meint~
enance train to keep up, particularly if it is carricd on wheeled vehicles. Alsc
On ‘three different occassions the plows "walked" 17 kilometers on hard surface
roads to exploit enemy contacts, A1l these factors showed when,during a periocd
of one month, five of the six tractors were worn out and had to be turned in to be
repaired.

RECOM/ENDATIONS: Units supporting Rome Plows should be advised that the
tractors arc pieces of engincer equipment which require a minimum of twe hours
of. maintenance daily. Without this maintenance the plows became inefficient and
their down time increases drastically,
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(2) Riverine Oporationai

(s) QBSERVATIONSt When conducting riverine operations with small
boats there are several formatlons which are effective for setting up night
river ambushes,

EVALUATION: Two different formations (Inclosure 1) are used by boats to
set up night ambushes., First, when a river has a lot of bends and curves in it,
four boats ean be docked in a bend with two facing upstream and two facing down-
stream, Their kill zones are in the direction that they are facing, Infantry-

. man are positioned 10-15 meters beside and behind the boats on the shore to guard

' against a suprise attack from the rear, and a mechnical AP is set up on the op-
psite shore to prevent attack from that point, This formation provides good cov~
erage over a large area of the river and at the samo time provides a large group
of people at one location for security. The second method used on river operaw-
tions is to have the boats set up individual ambushes from 50~100 meters apart.
Flank security is put out from eech boat and all the boats remain close enough to
mutually support each other, Usually eight to ten boats work in this type of
ambush. The complete formation covers from 500-1,000 meters. In this formation
the kill zone is approximately sixty degrees to the front of each boats The main

‘ advantage of the second formation is the length of river over -which the boats

) have tactical control. In the first formation when enomy soldiers attempt to
cross at the far end of the killing zone, there is a good chance of their getting
away, but,when in the second formation the enemy is more likely to be caught be-
tween the boate,

Ny

% RECOMMENDATIONS: That these two ambush formations be used as standing
. operating procedures when initiating asmall boat riverine operations,

(b) OBSERVATION: In small boat operations,the distances between
boats and the necessity for quick reaction in emergency situations make good com-
munication between boats essential,

EVALUATION: Boats usually move in groups of four along the river with up

to 100 meters seperating thems In order to react properly -to directions from

the lead bozt,two methods of communications have been developed. Each boat has :

& PRC-25 radio through which it maintains contact with the other boats, If the

radio should fail to work,all personnel are femiliar with a set of hand signels
; which can be used to direct the boats. All personnel operating boats must be fom- :
; iliar with these hand signals and be able to react properly to theme The hand
signals are described in Inclosure 2,

RECOMMENDATIONS: No fewer than two means of communications be used to
control small boat operations,

(c) OBSERVATION: There are many generel rules of operation, &ction, 3
and safety that all personnel engaged in small boab riverine operations should be
familiar with,

: EVALUATION: Three (ifferent checklists have been developed from experi- ’
‘ ence and are provided for personnel working in boats. The first is an operators
: checklist (Inclopure 3), the second is a Senior Infantryman's checklist (Inclo-
sure 4)} ond the third is for all personnel riding in the boats (Inclosure 5).
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These are general outlinos of important stops thut must be taken to insure that
the boats oporate safely and personnol on river operations understand their dut-
ies.

RECOMMENDATIONS: That all personnel cngaged in riverine operations with

" small boats be familiar with and use thege checklists.

(d) OBSERVATION: Resupply and rotation of personnel operating with
small boats in riverine operations should be accomplished from different locations
each day.

EVALUATION: "Ski Boats" are operated on a continuous basis, It is ncc-
essary to rotate the personnel operating these boats and to daily resupply them.
Resppply should be accomplished at differeat locations each day to prevent the
enemy from mining the docking areas. Additfionally, rotating the resupply site
prevents the boats from establishing a pattern of movement each day to an estab-
lished location.

) RECOMMENDATIONS: That resupply and rotation of personnel be accomplished
at various sites instead of one set location,

(e) OBSERVATION: Two formations are effective for use in river
patrols with smell boats,

EVALUATION: When rapid movement is desired, the boats line up in single
file with 75-100 meters between them. For slow éearch movement,the boats form
two columns, one on each bank of the river and maintain 60-75 meters between boats.
Further description of these formations are given in Inclosure 6.

RECOMMENDATIONS: That the formations described be used for river patrol
operations,

(f) OBSERVATION: When small boats have contact with the enemy it
is necessary that a pre-arranged procedure be vigorously executed to reduce re-
action time to the absolute minimum,

EVALUATION: n ambushes of patrols operating on land, it is important
that boats do not try to run away from enemy contact, It has been found that it
is a much nore effective and safer maneuver to advance into <he enemy fire, "Ski:
Boats!" have M-60 machine guns mounted on the front which provides. the main fire
power while on patrol and it can only be utilized effectively when facing the
enemy. These boats also do not have any type of armor to protect the per-
sonnel riding in them, Because of these facts the boat and all fire power
should be directed directly into the contact. As soon as the boat is beached, the
troops should dismount and set up abase of firei This method of reaction is il-
lustrated in Inclosure '7. One successful ambush was conducted by the enemy against
the 1st Enginecr Battalion Ski Boats while on patrol. One boct was inmediately
sunk by an RPG rcund. The cceupants of twe cther bouts suffersé ensunltiec

- frem the small armg fire that followed the initial attack., One boat came
thru the attack almost unseathed.,” This can-be attributed -directly to discipline
of the boat operator. Lt the first burst of fire he did a hard flank turn and
drove hie boet full throttle inte the enemy -bank. The infantry scrambled ashore
and were the only personel in a position to teke the enerry under fire.
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$ All psrsonnel. engaged in muall boat aperations should

RECOMMINDATIONS
- be briefed and drilled in this combat proven method of reacting to enemy contact,

(3) Wngineer Construction Techniguess

(s) QESHRVATION: ‘Secondary growth adjacent to Routes proviously
cleared by Rome Flovs aventually becomes dense enough to conceal ambushes,

3 The hasard of mecondary growth adjacent to roadways beccmes

AVALUATION :
-more widespread with time since most main routes were Rome Flowed from ane to two

years agos The use of Rome Flows to ocut the secondary growth is inefficient and
diac harrows are in short supply. The 1st Engineor Battalion has found that a
grass cutter, the property of the Michelin Rubber Plantation, does an excellent
Job of cutting secondary growth including grass, bushes, and mmall saplings. The
cutter's basic component 1s a heavy roller fitted with vanes, The roller bends
the follage over and the vanes chop or break it, After a few days the dead foli~
age cah be burned off, The cutter can be drawn with a bulldozer, awmored person-
nel carrier, or-a five ton dump truck,

3 Investigation should be made to determine if this typeof
grass cutter, or one using the same roller-vane principle, ean be mass produced
for use by &ll engineer units in RVN, Photographs and detailed mechanical drawe
ings of the cutter have been submitted to the USARV Enginecer,

(b} QBSERVATION: In clearing large. areas located in old Rome Flow
cuts containing many large timbers, it is oftsn most efficient to burn logs, there-
by reducihg:, the amount of material to be maved, However, the burning, smoldering
timber often precludes the eperation of bulldozers in the arsa for three or four
days due to the risk of starting a fire on the dagerta unprotected belly with its
hydraulic lines and oil seeps,

EVALUATIONs The combat engineer vehicle haa proven effective in clearing
areas which have recently been burned, Most larger logs are effectively reduced
in size by burning so’ that the CEV can manage them, Wi th the undereids-conplete-
1y protected by armor plate and the absence of loose hydraulic lines, the CEV can
operate over amoldering timbers which present a fire bazard to the dozers. An~
-other problem encountered in operating in smoldering areas concerns the aperators
vision, If both CEV driver and track commander are equipped with goggles the crew
can effectively eperate in smoke and dirt.

N3: It is recommended that a CEV be made available to any
engineer units that are required t6- clear  thick timber, The use of controlled
fires to reduce burden cannot bs everemphasized and in conjunction with a CEV, the
areas can be adequately cleared immediately after the fire hns subsided.

do  QRGANIZATION: None,
os IRAINING:
OBSERVATION: Engineer mine sweep teams located in semi-permanent

(1)
FSB's for the purpose of opening daily the overland resupply route into the FSB
is a waste of engineer effort.
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EVALUATION: Engineer troops can be used to give infuntry troops on-the-
job training in mine sweeping teclniques. A1} maneuver buttalions have mine de~
toctors in their TOXE, Mech Inf and Cav troops that are qualified in the use of 3
the mine dotectors greatlyadd to the mobility of their units elone since they do
not have to weit for engincer support to become available.

RECOMMENDATIONS: A)l situntions involving prolonged use of engineer troopc
as mine sweepers, should be analyzed to detormine if the engincer can be replaced
Ly infantry sweepers, This frees engineer troops for other work that can only be
accomplished by engineers. Two woeks of on-the~job training and supervision has
been found adequate for training infantry troopa to assume route mine sweep
responsibility,.

(2) OBSERVATION: When conducting training for ARVN units, interproters
are not zlways able to adequately translate technical information,

EVALUATION: The 1st Engineer Battalion has conducted treining programs
in engineering subjects for the 5th and the 18th ARVN Emgineer Battulions. Since
the interproter has to teach the course rather than simply trenslate it, it is
cssentinl that the interpreter thoroughly understand the subject matter. The in-
terpreters available had no engineer background and they had difficulty explein-
ing technical portions of the instruction. The best method of overcoming this
problen was first to have the interpreter translate the lesson plan into Vietnn-
nose and second, rehearse the class with hime This gives the interpreter a chance
to ask questions about technical items that he does not understand,

RECCOMMENDATIONS: When teaching vngineer subjects to ARVN troops obtain
the most proficient interpreter possible, Make sure they are well drilled and
understand the subject before they interpret for the actual class,

£. GISTICS: None,
£e COMMUNIGC.TIONG: None,
h, MATERI.LL:

OBSERVATION: Wheeled vehicles are inadequate for trensporting the Rome
Plows maintenance element.

EVLLUATION: Recently the concept for utilization of Rome Plows has change
from area clearing to offensive- clearing in support of mechanized mancuver units. :
This type operation prohibits the Rome Plow maintenance equipment and personnel '
which are provided with wheeled vehicles from traveling with the plows. On seve
eral occasions M548 "Camels" have been provided to carry the air compressor and
welding set:that support the Rome Plows., This gives the maintcnence section the
same mobility as the plow and insures continuous maintenance which is essential.

RECCMMENDATIONS: A1l units. that use Rome Plows as offensive weapons in
support of mencuver units should be provided with M=5/8's to carry their meinten~

ance element,

i, OTHER: None,
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HAND SIGNALS
. YOIE LNI0 QUM POSITIQH: IT. SLOJ DOWN:
right amm in full circle motion
on right side of body.)
o
- I»\\
A /\ N ,i & ~
t ~ ’
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III, MOVE INTO PATRQL FORMATIQN: IV. SPEI UP:
- = . - Up
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Ve S T VI. %m_r.o_m=
' point to landing site)

) 2
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A. Hand Signals will be used in conjunction with radio instructions,
B. Watch for anmd obey tho signals of your leader,
Ce- Pass on signels fram the lead boat to the boats behimd you,

Inclosure 2 to Incl 8
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Inclosure 3 to Incl 8

TOR! T

1,___T have completed my pre-operatiamal check on the boat and motors. All de-

ficiencies and -shortcomings have been corrected, My gas tanks are full; I
‘have 15 gallons of extra fuel, my wotors are clean and properly secured,
and my air breathers are open,

2,I have briefed all perscnnel an safety procedures:

a, All persmnel are wearing life preservors,
b, All weapons and valuablo equipment are properly secured to the
boat or to individual respaisible for them,
0., All persomnel have their boots unbloused,
d. The senior infantryman has checked all weapms,

3. My assistant operator has radio communiocations with the engineer in charge

of the boats,

4o I know the -arm and hand signals, My assistant operator knows them and will

watch for signals in the boat in front of me and pass them to boats behind
me,

5¢eJ have insured that personnel and equipment are properly loaded; even

woight distribution, left to right, with as much woeight as possible shift-
ed to the rear of the boat,

6, I understand and will comply with the formations procedures,
r’ 7. I have read and understand the Do's and Don'ts,

: 8.1 understand the S,0,P. on immediate action during enemy contect and will

mansuver my boet in accordance with the S,0,P,

E 9.___When docking; I will insure that I maneuver my boat into the dock properly

and will tie my boat in accordance with the S.0.P.

10,___I will insure that preventive maintenance is performed on my boat and

motors during a mission,

13.___When caming off a mission, I will perform after-operation checks on my

boat and motors, I will insure that the boat and my equipment ere prepared
to move out on another mission prior to my departing the docks,
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1,

5. Either I, or my superior, has given an operations order tc the boat crewman.

6¢—All of my personnel are wearing life jackets and are briefed- an ditching

7.

8,
9.

10,

12,

13,

I will not permit my personnel to.stand while the boat is operating,

S S - . o » o A " - R T

SENIOR INFANTRYMAN'S CHECKLIST

—. T have coordinated with the boat operator and have read and understand the

ski boat inatructions.

—I have assigned an infantrymen to operate (during movement) the M-60
Machinegun mounted in the bow of the boat, I have coordinated with my
platoon leader and have established a field of fire for the machinegunner,
I will insure that he keeps .the weapon pointed towards the share while in
movement, and that he remains seated until enemy cantact. is established,

I have insured that all weapmns and valuable equipment are tiod to the

boat,

I have assigned a field of fire and fiold of observatim to all of my men,
" The.men are all briefed on shif'bing their fields of fire when changing
fran column to patrol formation end vice versa,

procedures, po

I havo inspected all weapas om board the boat, They are on safe .and the
mach;neguns are in the half load position. When we recturn fram the mis-
sion I will insure that all weapons are properly cleared..

I have insured that the majority of the weight is distributed towards the i
rear of the boat and that. personnel are not sitting in the bow section of ?
the boat,

___I will maintain radio contact with my platom leader at all times.

1 understand the boat's immediate action drill for enemy contact. I have
briefed all of my personnel in their respansibilities during cantact..

I will insure that my persomnel take care of their -equipment, and that they
T will not damage or remove engineer equipment fram the boat,

__I have insured that all persamnel in the boat have their boots unbloused.

Inclosure 4 to Incl 8 e
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1.
2.
3,
b

1,
2,
3.

be
5,

6.

7.
8,

%

10,
1,
12,

Y

Insure that all persannel an your boat are wearing life preservers and have
their boots unbloused, ‘ .
Brief all personnsl in your boat prior to deperting on & mission, Tell them
of our safety rules and our immediate action taken when contact is made,
Insure that all weapons and valuable equipment are secured to the boats with
tie down cord, :

Insuve that personnsl and equipment are loaded properly; even weight dis-
tribution, lsft to right, with as much weight as possible shifted to the rear
of the boat,
Keep your ‘digtence-while in formation, In column alvuys remain 75 o 100
goters behind the boat. in front of you, this gives you room to.speed up when
in troudble,

If you got into wake trouble, speed up; you have control with speed,

Keep your speed low while in patrol formation,
Koep a man on the radio at all times,
Look for, react, and pass on, hand signals from the boat in framt of you,
Teke care of your boat, your weapons and your equipment, Without it you're
in trouble.
Keep your eyes and ears open, Be attentive to instructions given by your
leader,
THINK! Alweys think ahead of the boat, Think about whatls godng  to happen
and be prepared to react properly.

Cover up these instructions with your poncho at night, If you don't the

1ight may be reflected from the paper and gives away your position.

RO NOT

Never ride against ancther bdat's full.wake, If you do, you will take water

over your bow and sink,

Never make a high powered turn greater than 80 degress, If you do, you will

take water' over your stern,

Never turn around while going full speed, If you do, your bow will teke wat-

er and sink you in your own wake, :

Never permit more than 2,000 1bs (2 enginecrs and 7 infantrymen) in your boat.

g:wilgd fast while in patrol formations, The boats behind you will get into
ouble,

Never permit personnel to stand in your boats, TWo exceptions: (a) engineer:

giving signals (b) machine gunner while in contact.

Never turn around in frmt of another boat,

Never came to a .quick stop whilo moving fast. If you do, you will take water

in:your stern,

Never slow down in the wake of another boat or rough water, If you slow down

and dgm't inorease your speed you will sink your boat and perhaps kill a

hld . >

Never turn around while in rough water or the wake of ancther boat, Nover

turn arovnd while-in the middle of a column or patrol formation,

N:xr mll up to another boat to assist him without first checking with your

pt eXs .

Never permit persannel to shift their weight to the front of the boat.

Inclosure & to Incl 8 : 26




I. CALUMN: BOATS IN FILE:

o =

5.

Used for high speed movements,

Maintain a distence of at least 75
meters and not more than 100 meters
botwoen boats,

Always follow the lead boat and keep
pace with the boat in front of you.

To turn arourd in colum: (a) 2ll
boats slow down with lead boat (b)
lead boat turns around; all othor
boats following in file and turn at
or past the lead boat!s turn arcund

point, STAY IN FORMATICN.
Used for seerch and patrol missions,

SPEED LOA!
NEVER turn around while in formation,

Just abovo current speed.

Keep in formation; watch your leeder,

Keep 60 to 75 meters behind the boat
in front of youe.

IIT, CHANGING FRQM COLUMN TO PATRCL . F'ORMATTCN:

LD D>

LEP NS

D

[ d

I*i . CHANGING FRQ"i PATROL TO COLUMN:

1,

2.

3.

1.

A1l boats slow down,

The two lead boats close to e dis-
tance of 60 to 75 metors and pull
closg to the left shore,

The mumber 3 and 4 boats pull toward
the right shore and assume position
just to the rear and across the riv-
er from the number 1 and 2 boats,

Movenont conducted at slow pace.

The number 1 and 2 boats slowly pull
ahead of the 3 and 4 boats and begin
to form a file in the middle of the
stream,

The 3 and 4 boats follow into forma-
tion.

~

”~
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1,

b

5.

6.

7.

2,

3.

4o
56

6.

T

A1l boats immediately initiate a
high power 60 to 75 degree turn into
the contact,

nly the boat recoiving fire returns
fire immedlately.

Infantry dismounts and engages enenmy.

Engineers man the M-60 mounted in
the boats and provide rear sscurity,

Engineers assist modic in holping thc
wounded,

Get that radio up to your ear and re-
act to the instructions of your lead-
ers,

Never fire towards enother boat,
Caution must be excercised. to insure
that you don't shoot your buddy.

Boats on side of cmtact immediately
return fire and initiate a high pow~
or &0 to 75 degree turn into the
shore of contact,

The boats on the opposite shore of
contact move full throttle ahead and
turn into the share of contact ahead
of the first two boats,

Cnly the boats m the side of contact
will retarn fire immediately.

Infantry dismounts and engages enemy.

Engineers man M-60 mounted in the
boats amd provide rear security.

Engineers. assist medic in helping
the wounded,

Get that radio up to your ear und re-
act to the instructloms of your lead-
er.

Never fire towards another boat.

ke
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division
Office of the Chemical Officer
APO 96345

AVDB=CM 1 February 1970

SUBJECT: Feeder Report to Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS-
CSFOR-65)(R2), Division for Period Endirg 31 January 1970 (U)

1. (C) Section i, Operations: Significant Activities.
a, GENERAL:

(1) During the reporting period, the 1st Infantry Division Chemical
Section continued to exercise operational control over assigned chemical
units, perform personnel detector missions, defoliation operations
amd employ riot control agents in support of tactical operations. LTC
Herbert Jeo served as Division Chemical Officer until 11 January 1970
when CPT John C, Womack assumed the pueition.

(2) The 242d Chemical Detachment (CBRC) assigned to augment the
Division Chemical Section, continued to monitor projects, process mission
requests and perform defoliation missions in the division tactical area
of interest. The detachment provided personnel for chemical operations and
airborne personnel detector missions. CPT William J. Patten commanded
through this reporting period.

(3) The 266th Chemical Platoon (DS) provided support for chemical
operations. Particular emphasis was placed on preparing field expedient
chemical munitions, ground based defcliation and burning operations. CPT
William K. Diaz served as commanding officer until 10 December 1969 when
CPT Thomas F, Hogers assumed command.

b, .OPERATIONS:
(1) Persomnel Detection Missions (Bloodhound).

(a) Missions continued to be flown on a daily basis with the division
air cavalry troop (Darkhorse) and division aviabion battalion (Lighthorse)
teams. Missions of the large area surveillance type for Division G-2
were not flown during this reporting reriod. Used as part of the Darkhorse
and Lighthorse teams, the personnel détector provided- combat intelligence
which was exploited immediately with available assets of artjllery, light
fire teams, air strikes and troop-insertions.

(b) A‘total of 125 missions were flown during this reporting period.

Incl 12 79 DOWNGRADED AT 3 vmzmul;m;
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-CM 1 February 1970
SUBJECT: Feeder Heport to Operational ieport-Lessons learned (RCS~
CSFOR-65) (R2), Division for Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U)

(2) Riot Control Agent (€8}
(a) Non-persistent CS:

1, Six missions employing a total of 105 E-158 CS clusters were flown
in UH=1 aircraft targeted against suspected cnemy positions. Failure rate
.of mmnitions was negative, Twenty E158's were used in a "Mini-Mite"
operation, This operation consisted of a tacticzl air strike, followed
by the CS drop, then an artillery concentration and finally a VH by a
helicopter hunter-killer team,

2, Mapeuwver units continued to use M-7 Series CS grenades and 4O0mm
CS cartridges in attempt to drive personnel from hardened or covered
positions and in a reconnaisance by fire role.

. 3. Isolated fire support bases positioned E-8 C3 launchers v.lithin )
perimeter defensive wires. None were expended during the reporting period,

4. There were no 4.2 CS mortar rounds expended during this reporting
period.

5. A total of 135 105 CS rounds were expended by artillery units
during this reporting period. These munitions were used in I and I
fires and mixed with HE rounds to provide a softening effect of target areas.

(b) Persistent CS:

1. Fifty-five-gallon CS drums were not used during this reporting
period.

2. Units began using persistent CS bunker use restriction bombs
(BURBS) to contaminate bunkers that could not be destroyed by explosive
means and to inhibit reconstruction of those that had been destroyed.

They were also used to contaminate underground hiding places discovered in
homes of VC/NCA sympathizers. Over 400 BURBS were manufactured by 266th
Chemical Platoon and délivered to using units. BURBS are constructed of

a cardboard 2.75" rocket warhead container, fuse igniter, time fuse and
blasting caps (non-electric), and filled with approximately 2 lbs of
persistent CS.

(3) Defoliation.
(a) A total of 102 C-123 aerial defoliation sorties were flown in
the divisions TAOI primarily during the months of December and January.

Approximately 12,000 hectares were defoliated by this means. Nearly all
of this was in the Long Nguyen Secret Zone.

§0
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-CM 1 February 1970
SUBJEGCT: Feeder Report to Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS-

; CSFOR-65) (R2), Division for Period Ending 31 January 1970 (V)

(b) Nine helicopter sortles were flown by chemical personnel,
primarily during November and December, defoliating 120 hectares.,
Criticality of helicopter blade time has reduced our ability to complete
. approved projects by this method. One project in the Razorback area
. expired before it could be completed.

(¢) River based defollation in the month of January accounted for
: 40 hectares of river bank defoliated. 1In this operation, a total of
{ 40 kilometers of natural VC/NVA ambush sites along the Saigon River bank
| were defoliated with 2500 gallons of agent White. Depth of coverage was
less than 10 meters. LCM's were used as prime movers, and Naval PBR's
and infantry provided security. A 250 GPM pump with proportionator
served as the spray apparatus.

|
! (d) Burning of vegetation:
¥

5 1. The burning of vegetation by the use of diesel fuel .continued

i throughout the reporting period. Approximately 90,000 gallons of diesel
fuel was dispersed by ground spray equipment on: perimeters and in heavy
! foliage areas around Lai Khe and Di An base camps.

! 2. Burning of vegetation through use of Mechanized flame throwers

% reduced approximately 500 hectares of thick foliage areas S.E, of Lai

; Khe. This: method was used in lieu of defoliants because of the near
proximity of populated areas. ‘A critical shortage of M4 thickener in
the supply system caused some delay on this operation.

(e) Land clearing operations along Highway 14 included burning of
) heavy vegetation and large logs and stumps left after engineer equipment
‘had swept the area. A total of 2660 gallons of diesel were used to clear
an area 100 meters in depth and 20. kilometers long on each side of the
highway. When an area could not be burned, diesel was sprayed -on all
vegetation and the engineer equipment run through the area to plow up
and intermingle the diesel-soaked vegetation and earth.

(4) Flame Operations:

(a) Ninety 55-gallon fougasses were emplaced at fire support bases
and an additional 20 were repaired during the reporting period.

(b) All units exchanged the portable flame throwers M7A1 for MIE!
portable flame throwers during the month of November 1969, The Chemical
Section provided a mobile training team to the units to assist them in
familiarization firing and maintenance of the weapon.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-CM 1 February 1970
SURJECT: Feeder Report to Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS-
CSFOR-65) (R2), Division for Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U)

(¢) The portable flame thrower XM191 (Flash) was introduced to
division units by a new equipment training team (NET) during December.
One gunner and one assistant gunner were trained by the NET for each
weapon. Units issued the weapon for evaluation included all non-mechanized
infantry battalione and the cavalry squadron. Units have not yet had the
opportunity to employ this weapon tactically,

(5) Simulating Smell of Food: In early November, the Limited War
Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving Grounds was queried concerning the feasibil-
ity of dispensing the simulated smell of food from a helicopter. The
odor of food would be used in conjunction with PSYOPS to induce hungry
enemy to rally. The LWL was furnished samples of nuoc mam, a Vietnamese
staple, for research. Preliminary reports from the LWL indicate the tech-
nical feasibility of dispensing food concentrates in fog oil from an XM52
(Smoky the Bear) mounted in a UH-l helicopter. Research continues at the
close of this ‘reporting period.

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Observations, Evaluation and
Recommendations:

a. Water-Based Defoliation,

(1) Observations: The cost in terms of time, equipment, manpower and
logistical support is high for a water-based defoliation operation, when
measured against the results,

(2) Evaluation: The following are considered minimum requirements
to conduct a water-based defoliation operation of any significant magnitude:

(a) Two LCM-8!'s or similar craft to-serve as prime movers. One is
used as the -spraying craft and the other to assist the first in maneuvers
near the river bank, to carry extra defoliant and as an emergency back-up
craft. Two LCM-8 crews of five men each,

(b) Two Naval PBR's or similar craft to provide rapidly responsive
security and heavy firepower. Two are required, as each covers the other
as they maneuver .along the banks.

(¢) Two 250 GPM pumps, two water in-take hoses, four spray hoses
and nozzles, one proportionator and associated attachments plus one 30
GPM pump.

(d) One S&P tractor and trailer to haul defoliant to resupply point;
one wrecker, crane or forklift to load and unload defoliant from S&P.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDB=CM 1 February 1970
SUBJACT: Pesder Report to Operational Report-Lessons. Learned (RCS-
CSPOR-65)(12), Division for Period Lnding 31 January 1970 (U)

(e) One officer, one NCU and eight enlisted personnel to conduct the
spraying operations,

(f) Spraying can be conducted at @ rate of 20 kilometers a day,
because of the speed at which the LCM-d's can trevel in shallow water and
the fact that spraying should be done only during high tide for maximum
depth of coverage, Defoliant consumption is approximetely 75 gallons ‘
(1.5 barrels) per kilometer. This seemingly excessive amount of defoliant
is required because of the rate at which it is being disseminsted and the
fact that the mrcentage of total defoliant spreyed which actually reaches
the river bank is a function of how near to the bank the spray craft can
maneuver,

(3) Recommendation: That a water-based defuliation operation only be
considered when no other method is feasible, Better coverage could be
obtained in one day using a UH~1 helicopter and six man crew with a
hunter~killer team as eacort,

b, Sirmlating Smell of Food.

(1) Observation: A requirement exists to be able to dispense the
simulated smell of food from a helicopter.

(2) Evaluation: The majority of the enemy who have rallied to
Allied control during this reporting period have stated that one of the
primary reasons for surrendering was hunger. The odor of food dispensed
from a helicopter would be used in cenjunction with PSYOPS to induce
hungry enemy to rally. The Limited War Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving

Ground, Maryland, has been experimenting with food concentrates suspended

in fog oil and dispensed from the XM52, helicopter mounted, smoke gener-
ating system,

(3) Recommendation: That research continue on the feasibility of
disseminating the smell of food from a helicopter, Even though tpg division
is redeploying from Vietnam, the idea has emough merit to be considered
for we by remaining USAKV forces,

o 7] : /
v .
P Wmna«;ﬁ:/
JOHN C. WOMLCK
CPT, CmlC

Division Chemical Officer
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*ist Inf Div Cir 525- 10

DEPARYMENT OF THE ARMY
Hosdqwuubut Infantry Division

0 96345
CIRCULAR
NUMBER 525- 10 11 Fovembexr 1969
(Expires 1 November 1970)
MILITARY OFERATICHS

Folioy Ouidelines Governing Combined US - PRU Operations

1. PURPOSE: This ciroular provides policy guidance governing combined opera-
t:lnicns t(npgsw 1st Infantry Division elements and GVN Provinoial Becounaissance
Units .

2, QENERAL: a, The FRU are composed of highly motivated indigenous psrsornel
viio engege in special operetions to proocure and exploit informaidon concerning
the Viet Cong Infrastructare (VCI),

b, The VCI 48 the political and administrative organization through which
the Viet Cong control or seek to control the South Vietnamese people., It
embodies the Pecple's Revolutiomary Party control structure which includes a
command and administretive apparatus at the national level (COSVN) and the
leadership and administretion of a parallel front orgenisation (LiiF), both of
vhich extend fram the national through the hamlet level,

c. [IRU program objectives are:

(1) To colleot information on VCI in hanlets, villages. districte and
provinces, FRU members are capable of operating agent and informant nets
which provide contimuous information directed toward the targeting of specific
VeI,

(2) To plan, coordinate and exscute special operations designed to neu-
tralize ™I by capture and elimination. The first priarity of a FRU operation
is the capture of VI, inammuch as exploitable information the prisoner pro-
vides increases the oppoartunitiss for “roll-up" operations, FRU cperations
my take the form of reids, ambushes, sahotage or psychologioal. operations.

A quick reaction capability is an absolute necesalty for the attick on VCI.

(3) To provide special operational assistance to RVNAF, US, and FWMAR
Zorces, including reconnsissance and target spotiing, interdiction actions and
pathfinder operations, in addition to the basic PRU mission of VCI neutralisa-
tion,

a, Mks axtensive efforts to establish regular liaison with PRU and their
US advisors within respective areas of operation, The 1st Infaniry Division

*This oircular supersedes 1st Inf Div LOI 21-69, 24 May 1969
Incl 13 8y
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benefits from the presence of proficient PRU within the Division TAOI, Co-
operation between PRU and division unit commanders has assumed increased im-
portance with the command emphasis placed on VCI reutralisation as an essential
element of pacification, PRU are capable of providing timely intelligence

on a variety of subjects, and are partisularly adept in specialised operations
againat VCI calls and individuale,

b, Effect command liaison well in advance of specific operations. Leader-
ship of FPRU is provided by a PRU team leader assisted by US adwvisors, In
combined US - FRU opexations, the US advisor will assume 8 stronger leede:rship
voice than usual due to the increased need for close coordination, The U
unit commAnder should be thorovghly familiar with the nature of the PRU u1.d
thelr method of operation, It is highly recommended that coordination bo
established in advance and on a contimiing basis, The reason for this ncad is
that often in US - PRU operations time is of the essence, and perishabic intel-
ligence will have to be exploited within a small time span, In this =i. ation
it is essential that, by prior agreement, respective missions and res: .cibilities
be established to insure that a minimum amownt of time is spent on co -<iination,
Close cooparation and a careful delineation of command responsibilitis ., taking
into account the responsiveness of FRU members to the team leader and tha US
advisor, are basic prerequisites to a combined operation of this type.

¢c Utilize units within their area of expertise. Use of PRU solely as
combat elaments in a combined op-ration defeats the purpose of initiating such
an operatior, IRU members are well trainad soldiers, but the primary factors
which distinguish them from the average ARVN soldier are:

(") Their familiarity with the area in which they live and work.
(2) Their adility to target VCI from intelligence sources peculiar to them.
(3) Their unique ability to ferret out VCI from their sanctuaries.

It is necessary for division elements to capitalize on these asseta if measur-
able progress is to bs attained for the furtherance of the GVN Phmong Hoang
progran of VCI neutrelisation,

d. PFamilierize your unit with the nature of the FRU and stress the need
for ccoperation between US troops and FRU members. PRU have pride and cone
fidence in their abllity to perform the specialized missions for which they
bave been trained. FPRU members are to be considersd as allies of equal status
with US troopss Too often there is & genoral distrust of PRU by US troops.
This distrust hes no basis for existence, and significant strides could be
mads in overcoming this feeling if US cowmanders would explsin the nature and
capablilities of FRU to their men, One reason for the expertise which PRU
bave developed is *he direct result of their former acsociation, in varying
degrees, with the Ulet Cong, Prior to their acceptance by the IRU, an extenw
sive background investigation is conducted on each men to firmly establish
that their loyalty and allegiance are o the Republic of Vietnam, In addition,
each prospecilve FPRU membor undergoes & rigurcus training program of several
months duration. The performance of FRU since its creation has been generally
axcallent, psrticularly among PRU located within the 1st Infantry Division

§5
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TACI, Mutual respect and trust are indispensable in mounting succesaful
combined operatisns and it is & comeand responsibility to insure that efforts

are made to engender such & relationship.
(AVDB-I)
AR THE COMMANIER:

OFFICIAL: 4.G. HIME
COLONEL, GS
Chiaf of Staff

c.r‘

LIC, AGC

Ad jutant
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

CIRCULAR
NUMBER 525- 15 T Decembes 1969

(Expires 1 December 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Mine/Booby Trap Dog Team and Tunnel Dog Team Employment

1. PURPOSE: This circular provides guidance for employment of the lst Inf Div
mine/booby trap dog team and the tunnel dog tean,

2. APPLICABILITY: This circular applies to all commanders and staff agencies
of the 1lst Infantry Division,

3. GENERAL: a, The nins dog has the capability of detecting various types of
ordnance and ordnance components (i,e,, powders, metal, rlastic, etc,) by their
odors, The dog can detect ordnance buried under 6 to 12 inches of soil, mines
elevated up to five feet in the alr, or mines located up to three feet frem the
side of a trail or road, In addition to detecting mines and booby traps, the
dog has been trained to detect trip wires,

b, The tunnel dog has been irained to detect, by odor, underground excava-
tions containing dead air space, The dog can detect excavations ranging from a
partially covered hole one foot in diameter to a major tunnel complex several
hundred meters in length, The tunnel dog is also capable of detecting trip wires,

2, These dogs can work normally from six to eight hours a day. However,
thei~ effectiveness will decline significantly if not rested frequently,

d, Adequate security must be provided for dog teams when they wock on the
point,

e, Prolonged marching before use will reduce a dog's effectiveness, If
troops must march a long distance to the search area, the dog team should be
airlifted in.

f, Mine and tunnel dogs are not trained to detect enemy personnel,

g. Mine and tunnel dogs will not be used in ambushes,

h, Dog handlers will be thoroughly briefed by the supported unit commander
prior to a miseion,

i, Although both dog teams have displayed 2 high degree of reliability

o
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during training, commandersare reminded that the team only supplements the nor-
mal protective measures for avoiding mines, booby trape and trip wires,

L, RESPONSIBILITIES: a, The ACofS, G3, will process requests for employment
of both the mine/booby trap dog team and the tunnel dog team, -

b, Commanders will submit requests for the dog teams to G3 Operations,

¢, If the request is approved and alr transportation is required, unit
commanders will coordinate with ACC for transportation to field loccations,

d. Commanding Officer, 41st Infantry Platoon (Scout .Dog) will provide
dogs and handlers for helicopter pick-up upon notification by G3 Operations,

5., PROCEDURES: a, Mine/booby trap dog tean,

(1) The dog-does not work on a leash, The distance -which separates dog and
handler varies with the terrain and other environmental conditions, Dogs can
operate up to 100 meters from the handlexr in open terrain and are allowed, when
terrain dictates, to work out of sight of their handlers,

(2) The dog progresses in the desired direction at a rate compatible with
the immediate tactical requirement. The dog rate can be expected to average about
one mile per hour,

(3) The dog detects mines and booby traps by odor and alerts the handlexr by
sitting approximately two feet from the ordnance:,

(4) The dog responds to vocal, hand-arm and whistle signals,

(5) Food is used as the primary incentive for the dog and affection is usad
ag a .supplement, If food is unavallable during combat operations, affeclion is

used as the primary incentive,
(6) Work duration is one io two hours,
- b, Tunnel dog teanm,
(1) The dog operates off leash within visual contact of the handler.,

(2) The dog can be expected to cover one to five acres per hour depenaing '
the terrain and tactical conditions,

(3) The dog detects tunnels by odor and alerts the handler by sitting aprrox-
imately two feet from the entrance of the tunnel,

(4) The dog responds to vocal, hand-arm and whistle =signals,

£%
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(5) Food 18 ueed as the primary incentive for the dog, An additional ‘incen-
tive is used by showing affection during tactical operatione,

(6) Work duration is one to two hours,
(AVDB-T-T)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: A.G., HUME
Colonel, GS

" Chief of Staff

’,Ilerae

C.T. SELBY
1TT, AGC
Adjutant: Genvral

DISTRIBUTION:
A(Mod-1)Plus
20-G3°

20-C0, 17th MH Det
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division :
APO 963“5 i
CIRCULAR f

(Expires 1 December 1970) i
MILITARY OPERATIONS :

-Employment of Light Fire Teams 'and Hunter Killer Teans ' ;

1. PURPOSE: Thig circular establishes procedures for the proper use of Hunter

AKiller Teams and Light Fire Téams within the lst Infantry Division,

2. GENERAL: a, The procedures for employment of Darkhorse .and Lighthorse are
outlined in 1lst Infantry Division Circulars 525-7 and 525 -13,

b. The Hunter Killer Teams. of thé Darkhorse and Lighthorse elements are
structured to provide a reconnaissance and - -engagement capability. The armed
LOH flies at tree top level over a wide expanse of terrain ferretihg ‘enemy.
locations, When the LOH finds and marks a target, the Cobra then ergages. In.
addition to the .obvious intention to place immediate fire upon the enémy, the
Cobra also attempts to fix him in position until other elements of combat power ‘
can be brought to bear (Tae air, artillery and ground forces), The Hunter ‘
Killer Team can support troops in contact and frequently does; however, it is
best suited to ferret and fix the enemy. When used to support troops in con-
tact, the Hunter Killer Team should screen the flanks and rear of the enemy
location to detect and preclude his withdrawal,

c. The Light Fire Team is designed to-give close suppressive fire support
to.ground units in contac+ and to éngage enemy targets of opportunity located

naissancé and should not be used in ‘this role, The gunship can place accurate
fire within close proximlty of friendly troops and is generally more -efficient

than ‘field artillery in engagement of linear targets (dikes, canal banks, berms,
tree lines, etc,). However, ground troops employing gunship support must clearl;
mark thelr trace for the pilot. :

3. ORGANIZATION: On- a daily basis, the st Infantry Division has availabie for
commitment seven -Hunter Killer Teams and .one Light Fire Team., Five Kunter Kille:
Teams. are organic to D Troop, 1 1-4 Cav (Darkhor=e) and two are organic to the
Lighthorse element, The nght Fire Team is organic t0 Co B, 1st Avn Bn., Hunter
Killer and Light Fire Teams aré organized as follows:

a,. Hunter Killer Team = one armed LOH (OH6A) and one Cobra gunship (AH1G).

b, Light Fire Team - two Cobra gunships. (AH1G),

ot s ok md it Yo e -
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4, PROCEDURES: a, Hunter Killer Team, The request for a Hunter Killer Team
must be. preceded by an analysis of the target to determine whether it is appro-
‘priate for commitment of this asset, If the mission is one which fite the use
of a Hunter Killer Team, the request and ite justification must be passed to

‘G3 Operatione, If app:oved, a team will be committed,

‘b; Light Fire Team,

(1) Approval to commit a Light Fire Team is granted by G3 Operations.
Prior to requesting Light Fire Team support for either troops in contact or
targets of opportunity, the targets should be engaged wWith-artillery if within
=upporting range. The single Light Fire Team immediately available is on strip
‘alert and generally can respond to a call from any sector 'in the division area
of operations within 25 minutes, If necessary, a second Light Fire Team can be
constituted by disbanding the ‘Hunter Killer Teams of the Lighthorse. contingent,.
However, the scarcity of Light Fire Teams .makes it imperative that the decision
to request this type support be made only after determining that other resources
(i,e., artillery, Tac air, fire and maneuver) cannot satisfactorily perform tne

mission at hand,

(2) There are a number of specialized missions which require a Light Fire
Teamc

(a) Any medical evacuation which requires use of a forest penétrator or
‘stokes litter must be covered by a Light Fire Team,

(b) The insertion of a 'LZ'clearing *eam by CH4? and ladder must have the
cover of a Light Fire Team,

(c) The .movement of a convoy through an area where recently developed
intelligence indicates that. an ambush or harassing fire is likely shoéuld be
covered by the overflight of a Light Fire Team,

(AVDB-T-D)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: A.G, HUME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTIC
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY ‘
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

CIRCULAR .
NUMBER 525- 17 1% Decemher 1969 :

{Expires 1 December 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Offensive Controlled Burning of Vegetation

1., PURPOSE: This circular establishes policies and outlines procedures for con-
trolled burning of vegetation during the dry season,

2, APPLICABILITY: This circular applies to all commanders establishing forward
bases and conducting combat operations in the lst Infantry Division AOQ,

3. GENERAL: a, The annual dry season makes it possible to deny the enemy both
the cover and concealment offered by deadfall and live vegetation throughout the
A0, All Rome plow cuts made during the rainy season should be burned off as
soon as the areas are dry enough for sustained, progressive burning, This will
improve the movement of mechanized forces using the plow cuts and will deny the
enemy the concealment of secondaxry growth,

b, Many areas which were Rome plowed and cleared of deadfall during 1967
and 1968 .are now covered with secondary growth, Such tracts should be prepared
and burned off as soon as practicable; otherwise, they will soon offer the
enemy sufficient concealment to reestablish basé camps in the area. The land
cleared areas on both sides of Highway 13 offer an excellent example of the
recurring need to remove secondary growth, These areas were Rome plowed and
cleared of deadfall during the period November 1967 - January 1968, Now, at
the end of the 1969 rainy season, the areas ars covered with sufficient tall
grass and scrub brush to conceal an ambush force,

¢, Many areas of uncleared jungle are known to be habitually used by the
enemy for both base camps and way stations, <Such areas may, in many instances,
be reduced by cuntrolled turning.

d. The defense of Big Red Oné fire bases and forward attack bases may be
enhanced during the dry season by using. controlled burning to extend fields
of fire, as well as to minimize the vulnerability of these bases to enemy
initiated incendiaries,

e,. The nipa palm and other growth along the banks of rivers and streanms
present the enemy an ideal location for placement of antipersonnel mines and
ambushes, Because of its proximity to water, this growth remains lush through-
out the year, Although burning it presentis -some problems, it should receive

Incl 3 to Incl 13 7-2
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the same emphasis as other target areas,

f. There are a number of areas within the lst Infantry Division area of
operations where wild rice grows in abundance, These crops muet be destroyed
before the enemy can harvest them, Again, controlled burning is an effective
way to accomplish the task,

g€. The benefits of the tactical application of controlled burning may be
reaped and the hagzards avoided only through meticulous planning and close com-
mand supervision,

4, RESPONSIBILITIES: Each commander is responsible for selecting areas to be
burned within. hie area of operations.and for preparing a written SOP governing
the burning operations, All personnel will be thoroughly familiar with proce-

dures to be followed- and potential hazards prior to initiation of these opera-
tions,

5. PROCEDURES: a., Although the rainy season ends in late November, residual
moisture in the vegetation will preclude achieving best results until approxi-
mately one month of the dry season has elapeed, Areas to be burned muet be
carefully prepared prior to ignition, Methods of preparation vary with the
fuels available and the burning technique to be followed,

b, If diesel fuel is available in sufficient quantity, the relative
aridity of the area to be burned is of little consequence, The fuel may be
dispensed over the terrain and ignited immediately. However, if diesel fuel
ie not availatle and the tract to be burned is not dry enough to permit sue-
tained conflagration, a.herbicide may be sprayed over the. area, provided an
approved defoliation project has been acquired in accordance with let Inf Div

‘Reg 525-10 (C)., Any one of a wide variety of herbicides may be used, Once

the area has been sprayed, a two week period muet follow prior to ignition,
Luring the latter stages of the dry season the use of herbicide should not be
necessary,

c. The following methods for dispensing herbicides are readily available
from Big Red One resources:

(1) M132, self-propelled flamethrowers (ZIPPO),

(2) Hand-held flamethrowers.

(3) Decontaminating apparatus, MI2A1 (herbicides or diesel).
(4) Several field expedients (herbicides or diesel),

(a) Ms48 tracked vehicle with 400-600 gallon capecity pod,

(b) MI13 with a 1% ton trailer carrying a dispensing tank and pump,
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(c) ‘fhe M35 2% ton truck with a dispensing tank and pump,
(5), Helicopter dispersion of herbicide,

d. An additional ‘method of -killing the vegetation within an area selected
for burning is the use of the drag chain. In this technique, a heavy chain is
attached to two tracked vehicles (bulldozers;. APC, tanks, M548 -camels) and
dragged over the axea, The weight of the chain wili break down the scrub growth
and kill the grass, A walt of three to five days-will insure that the foliage
will burn readily., This method is particularly advisable whenever there is a
reasonable likelihood that the area to be burned off contains booby trape or
duds, The chain will detonate the devices and preclude injury to men later
assigned to control the fire, (See Figure 3, Appendix 1).

e, To facilitate control of fire when tracts of jungle or Rome plow cuts
are being burned, it is best to burn. off no more than one acre (50 meters x 20
meters) at a time, The area to be burned should be divided into % acre sec-
tions, Sectionalizing should be accomplished by clearing a fire lane 5-7 meters
wide around each + acre plot, (See Figure 1, Appendix A), When the plot
itself is burned, troops should be stationed on the outside of the surrounding
fire lane to prevent the fire from spreading beyond the desired limits, Ten
men per plot should be a sufficient number; however, prevailing wind conditions
can force the use of more troops for this purpose, Another method of burning
-secondary growth or recently Rome plowed areas is the windrow method (Figure 2,
Appendix A), This is particularly useful when burning along a highway and require:s
fewer meén for control purposes, In this operatien a dozer is employed to push
up several parallel berms of burnable material approximately 50 meters in length.
These are then ignited and burned while the dozer moves to push up additional
berms, In this technique, the dozer path should not exceed 15 meters, A:longer
path will deposit too much noncombustible material in the berm, Berms pushed
up in Rome plowed areas should be burned immediately, If left in place they
provide an excellent abatis for the enemy's use, Complete consumption of the
berm should not leave sufficient residue to provide cover for the enemy, However,
should the burning not be complete, the remaining material must be spread about
the area by a grader or dozer,

(AVDB-T-D)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFF;CIAL- A.G, HUME
Colonel, GS

Chief of Staff
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* FIGURE 1: + Acre Sectionalized Burning
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FIGURE 2: Windrow Burning
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FIGUEE 3: Use of Drag Chains to Prepare an Area for Controlled furning
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The use of the chain in this manner enables the commander to trace a pattern on
the ground which, when ignited, wiil rapidly spread throughout the area - precluding
the requifement to drag the chain over ithe entire tract to be burned,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

CIRCULAR
NUMBER 525-18 13 Docamber 1969

"(Expires 1 December 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Use of Scout Dog Teams
1, PURPOSE: This circular provides guidance for proper use of scout dog teams,

2, APPLICABILITY: This circular is applicable to all unit commanders and staffs
of the 1lst Infantry Division,

3. GENERAL: a, A scout dog tean is capable of providing early silent warning of
the preaence of enemy personnel, equipment and booby traps, The dog detects the
enemy and his equipment by human odor, sight. and hearing,

b, The dog's ability to detect the enemy depends on the wind, terrain and the
strength of the scent. The dog may give an alert as close as a feu meters or as
much as 300 meters from the source,

c. The scout dog handler is a highly trained specialist (14 weeks of school-
ing) and an expert in his particular field, The handler worke on point, and his
decision and/or analysis of the dog alerts can save lives,

d. The scout dog team is not effective when employed with ARVN personnel,

4, RESPONSIBILITIES: a. The 35th and 41st Infantry Platoons (Scout Dog) are
attached to the 1st and 3d Brigades, respectively,

b, ACofS, G-3, will process 2d Brigade requests for scout dog teams, Scout
dog teams from both scout dog platoons may be used for 24 Brigade requirements,

¢. Unit commanders will submit air transportation requests to ACC for move-
ment of scout dog teams to field locations,

d, Commanding officers, ;5th and 41st Infantry Platoons (Scout Dog), will
provide scout dog teames for the 2d Brigade when required.

5. PROCEDURES: a, During tactical movement, the best position for the scout

dog team is at the point, The dog detects the enemy principally by human odor,
and should be in front of all friendly elements,

Incl 4 to Incl 13 - 97
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k R b, A covering force of two to three men will be designated to provide pro-
JEEE " tection for thé scout dog team, The dog handler must -continuously observe, .ana-
lyze .and 1nterpret the actions of the .dog,

¢, When the dog alerts his handler to the presence of enemy personnel or .
equipment, the tactical commander should determine the suspected cause of. the
alert from the: handler. The tactical commander should then take appropriate
é action, If contact is imminent, the scout dog team will be deployed to the
. - . rear .

d, A cout dog team is most effective during the hours of darkness, The
dog's capabilities to alert ars heightened at night and. can provide advanced.
warning of enemy movement toward night ambush locations,

e, A scout dog .detects ‘hooby trape by human odor left by the enemy, If
the booby; trap has been. in place a long time or has been submerged- in water,
the dog will not detect 4it.

f, If the dog or handler becomes a casualty, both should be evacuated, 1f
the handler becomes .2 casualty and the dog becomes .overly protective or aggree-
o sive to the point where his handler's life is endangered, the dog must be
X ,destroyed.

g. CS or CN gas can seriously damage the eyesight of the dog. The .gas
can also impair the dog's sense of smell,

h. In very hot weather .and/or thick terrain, a scout dog will quickly
dehydrate and can develop heat exhaustion, If the dog does not recupérate after
‘a rest perlod, the scout dog team should be evacuated,

i, Depending upon the terrain and weather conditions, the scout dog is con-
sidered to be effective two to four hours on point, .Scout dogs are not effective
in the first hours after they have eaten,

i J. Unit commanders. are reminded that the scout dog team is not infallible

! and that normal precautionary measures must be maintained during combat. opera=-
tions,, ’
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(AVIB-1-T)
FOR THE COMMANIER:

OFFICIAL: ' A.G, HUME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff
Dot E Mol O Ha3A6C ,
C.T, SELBY
1L2C, AGC
Adjutant General
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Héadquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 9635

CIRCULAR

" NUMBER 525-19 15 December- 1969

(Expires 1 December 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Air Assault Ambush Flights

1, PURPOSE: This circular explains the techniques of conducting the air
assault ambuch flight,

2, APPLICABILITY: The techniques and tactics described below apply to all
areas within‘the 1st Infantry Division TAOR, However, the circumstances.
which lead to a decision to conduct air assault ambush flight operations-are
more 1likely to prevail in those areas where the enemy can easily conceal
units,

3. -GENERAL: a, Air assault ambush flights are conducted by-one or more
rifle companies, Operatione may be conducted using either one-half of an
‘assault helicopter company or the entire company., They are designed. to place
a loose ‘cordon around an area of known or suspected enemy occupation while

* concurrently inducing him to attempt to evacuate the area.

'b. Air assault ambush flights are conducted in three” phases:

(1) Phase I: Insertion of squad/section size ambushes along avenues of

-egress from selécted -aréa of enemy occupation,

(2) Phase II: Insertion of a platoon or -company -size stirring force
into or near the center of the area in an effort to force-the enemy to fight
or evacuate the area along thé avenues of egress. Phase II proceeds as if it
were a major assault, Normal artillery and Tac air preparatory fires are
used,

(3) Phase III: Extraction of the stirring force from: the center of  the
area and inserting it near one of the cordon ambushes along an ‘avenue of
egress, FPhase III takes place only if no-contact is made durihg Phase 1
or II, In this event, tbe cordon ambushes remain in place overnight, and the
stirring force becomes the redction force for these elements.

4, TECHNIQUES { a, Air assault ambush flight operations begin with selection
of an'area, not to exceéd three km in diameter, which intelligence indicates
contains an enemy element (see Appendix A), The area should have multiple

Incl S5 to Incl 13
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avenues of egreses along each of which there must be at least one LZ whizh
can accommnodate one 1ift ship,

b. A maximum of six squad or section size ambushes is Ainserted along
these avenues to form a loose cordon around the area. Deceptive false ineer-
tions may be made in each case, and artilisry/Tac air/helicopter gunship pre-
paratory fires may or may not oe used,

c. If contact develops at any of the cordon insertion points, the origi-
nal miseion may be altered and forces added to exploit the contact,

d. Upon insertion, the cordon ambush elements move from the LZ to their
ambush positions, Mechanical ambushee will be placed around each cordon.
ambush position, These unite will remain in position awaiting movement of
the enemy, which will be stimulated by the insertion of the stirring forces.

e. The stirring force will insert with the primary mission of creating
the impression of a unit which is inserted to conduct major ground reconnale-
sance operations-in the area, In reality, all it will do is insert, follow-
ing heavy preraratory fire, and conduct clover leaf patrols around its LZ,

f, Should the enemy in the area elect to remain and not immediately
evacuate along the avenues of escaps, the cordon ambushes will remain in
position overnight. There is always a possibility that the enemy within the
area will make his move under the cover of darkness, particularly when
encouraged by well placed supporting fires, For thls purpose, the stirring
force will be moved to a position outside,r but adjacent to, the cordon, from

which it can most readily react to a contact at one of the cordon ambush

sites.

5., PLANNING AND INTELLIGENCE: a., Timely response to fresh intelligence is
the key to successful air assault ambush flight operatione.

b. The .success of the operation depends heavily upon the amount of
pre-mission planning accomplished., In addition to subtlé but thorough aer-
ial reconnaissance, extensive rehearsals should be- conducted for all phases
of the operation, Artillery defensive concentrations for each ambush posi-
tion should be registered and confirmed during a 48 hour period prior to the
actual insertion. Tying these registrations to the intelligence and inter-
diction program by firing random deception rounds will maintain secrecy.
Among the more important facets of preparation is the final pre-mission
inspection of the cordon ambush elements, If a cordon ambush fails because

X
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of incomplete preparation, the expenditures of aerial resources, combat power and
tine have been wasted.

(AvDB-T-D)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

S o i o
v

A.G, HUME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

1 Appendix 4
A-Air Assualt.Ambush Diagram
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

AVDB-T~MHD 2 December 1969

SUBJECT: Llessons learned:. The "Shotgun' Technique of Area Saturation (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

(U) The attached training note is foxrwarded for your information and guidance,
FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl
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Tessons Lsarned: The "Shotgun' Technique oﬁnkrec Saturation (U)"

1, (U) Purpose: This training note introduces a new technique of small
un;t employment developed-by LIC Thomas R, Finley, Commanding Officer, 1-18
Infantry,

2, (C) Background: The "Shotgun" technique developed by LIC Finley is
tailored to a situation where it is possible for friendly infantry to operate
at squad level due to greatly reduced enemy activity, This type of operation
is especially useful in relatively pacified areas where groups of four to six
enemy soldiers are attempting resupply or liaison operations, When this is
the case, the infantry company can "dominate" a larger area mwore effectively
by operating in squad-size elements,

3 (C) Concept of Operation: a, The company is broken down into 12 ambush
teams (4 per platoon) of about six men each, The company CP group and any
supporting elements constitute the 13th team, The company commander retains
direct control over all of his subordinate eléments,

b, A known area of cnemy movement is chosen for the company A0, This may
be -a trail network in the vicinity of a village or hamlet, or any other area
through which the enemy is known to pass, The area should be within the fan
of supporting artillery, )

c. Aerial photos and trail overlays are prepared, After taking into
consideration all available intelligence data, 13 ambush locations and 13 LZ
are selected, Whenever possible, each LZ should be 50-100 meters from its
matching ambush location, The ambush locations should be spproximately
1000 meters apart; close enough so that one unit can reinforce another, but
far enough away so that one ambush does not interfere or block the fires of
another, Possible directions. of enemy movement, routes of reinforcement snd
the possibility of artillery support should also be considered, Inclosure 1
contains a schematic diagram of the ambush system utilized by A Company,
1-18 Infantry,

d, The concept was first implemented by A/1-18 in early November 1969,
After the above procedures were carried out, the company commander assigned
four eambush sites to each of his platoon leaders, Each ambush team was
given an overlay and an aerial photo of their ambush and 1Z aites, "With

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
POD DIR 5200.10
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these items and the use of a sand table, the team members were familiarized
with their future area of operations, In addition, the teams were briefed
extenaively on procedural mstters and the importance of camouflage and
concealment,

4, (C) Team Organization: Each platoon formed four teams, Two teams had
one machinegun each; ona carried a 90m: RR with AP rounds; and the fourth
contained the platoon CP, The 13th team was made up of an eight-man company
iQ group and two six-man 8lum mortar teams, for & total of 20 personnel,
Each team carried a radio, and one man in each group was given supplementary
medical training and extra medical supplies, Since the company intended to
operate in the field for three consecutive days witheut resupply, each man
carried a three-day supply of C-rations and each team carried on five-
gallon water can, In addition, each men carried two claymores, IAW, extra
handgrenades and smmunition, The mortar teams -carried two 8lmm tubes,

50 illumination and 20 HE rounds,

5, (C). Insertions: s, After detailed plamning, the insertions were suc-
cessfully accomplished, There was no area preparation and for approximately

-one hour (0830-0930) three utility helicopters shuttled the teams to 13

different 1Z, Each 1Z was successively marked with smoke by the battalion
commander, whe remiined on station in a light observation helicopter,
Lighthorse helicopter gunships were also overhead in case an unexpected
contact was made,

b, Upon landing each team quickly preceeded to its smbush location, con-
ducted a -brief reconnaissance of the surrounding area and chose their precise
ambush location, Here thoy would remain for the next three nights,

6, (C) Commumications: In order to provide each team with a PRC-25, add-
itional radio sets were obtained from another 1-18 company temporarily
standing down, This enabled each subordinate team to report to its platoon
leader by radio, who in turn reported to the company commsnder, The company
cormander monitored his company net and made regular reports to the battalion
TOC at FSB Normandy III.

7. (C) Fire Support: The compony CP with the mortsr teams was located near
the center of the ambush system, where it could support each team, Some 81ltm
deftars were fired within the ambush ares and 105/155 deftars had already been
plotted outside of the ambush network,

.8, (C) Operatiens: a, Each team implaced at least ene claymore ambush and

two members of each team were always on guard, If contact was made, the teams
could. count on either mortar or artillery support if necessary, or reinforce-
ments ‘from an adjacent team, Illumination from the 8lmm mortars was available
on request, Should a tean's position be compromosed in any way, the cempany
commander ceuld reposition them elsewhere en the trail network,

b, The teams remained in their locations for three days and nights, At
the end of the third night, the company was reunited and proceeded back to
Normandy III, For three consecutive days, ens infantry company successfully
denied approximately 12 sq km of contested terrain te the enemy, As the
enemy operates in increasingly small groups to evade Allied forces, similar
"Shotgun" operations and appropriete local variations should become more
prevelent, °
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9, (C) "Observatiens: Currently, "Shotgun' operations are being continued and
undergoing .further evaluation and refinement, Some useful observations are
noted below,

a8, Troops initially tend to carry too much material to the field, The
amounz of equipment and supplies carried would have to be reduced if the -dis-

" ¢ance from the 1Z to the ambush location was significantly increased,

b, Snipers and night observation devices are especially effective in shot-
gun operations,

¢, Additional water supplies were obtained by collecting resin water in
ponchos, In the coming dry months, an additional five gallons per team will
have te be carried,

d, Hellcopter pilots are not familiar with this method of operation and
& thorough briefing must be coordinated as esrly as possible,

e, In additien to denying access to the enemy, the operstion places great
responsibility upen the small unit leader and has resulted in identifying the
strong as well as the weak leaders within the companies, It also incresses
self-confidence and helps train the individusl soldier in patrol, ambush end
search techniques through practical experiences, Morale has risen as the small
unit self-confidence builds,

1 Incl
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AVDB-T-T
SUBJECT: Automatic Hechanical Ambush ORLL

1. GENEDRAL CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT: In the 1st Infantry Division, mechanical
anbushes are positioned on trails and/or in areas of suspected eneny activity
that cannot be covered entirely by conventional ambushes, In this way, the
nechanical ambush compliments a convantional ambush by increasing the coverage
of a selected: area, The mechanical ambush ie also used to secure the flank or
rear of a conventional ambush position,

2, DEVICFS USED: The devices used are all in the supply.system or can: be
easily fabricated,

a. The conponents .of the armhush are:

(1) one or more clay.ore nines,

(2) power source,

(3) triggering device,

(4) demolition coxd.

b: Three types of trigéering devices are used in. the 1et Inf Div,
(1) clothes. pin,

(2) rat trap.

(3): sliding wire.

Advantages, disadvantages set up procedures and sketches of these devices
are. at Inclosures I thru 4,

3. TECHNIQUES ¥OR EMPLOYMENT: a, DMechanical ambushes are usually employed:
along enemy trails. The claymores can be placed in trees or in daisy chains
along a trail, When two dalsy chains are e:ployed, a gap of:10-15 :eters

Qhould be left between the two trip wires, E:::j.
- -

10-15 neters
"&Eig:Trip wires
VC noving in. eithexr-direction will then be in one of the- two; ki1) zones when the
point man activates: the dalsy chain.

!F"

Direction of

Direction of enemy
enemy movement

;ovenent

Incl 15
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SUBJECT: Automatic Mechanical Ambush ORLL

b, Mechanical ambushes are usually positioned in the afternmoon or evening
by a patrol that will be ambushing within one kilcmeter of the mechanical
anbush, Another method is to insert a patrol from the Aerorifle platoon to
position one or more mechanical ambushes and then be extracted, The same patrol
returns the next morning to check the kill gone and retrieve the ambushes if
necessary.

4, SAFEIY: The wechanical ambush power source (PRC-25 batteries or BA-200)
should be controlled Ly the positioning patrol leader, The patrol 1eader

should place the power source on a flank of the claymore(s) with -a 'dislance
between power source and claymore(s) that exceeds the maximum range of the

¢ smure, The patrol leader shouldinotwire the claymore wire to the wire terwi-
aals until he has made sure that all of his men are beyond the maximum range

of the claymore(s). The patrol leader who retrieves the mechanlical ambush should

‘be the same patrol leader who positioned it. (See lnélosures 2, 3 and &1,

5. METHODS OF OBSEUVATION AND HONITORING: Genera'ly tne mechanical ambushes

are monitored by sound. When a position detonates in daylight a patrol chectis

the results as soon as praciical, If the position detonates at night a patrol
checks the results at first ~ight. If available, a helicopter is uzed to check
the area prior to arrival of the patrol, Trip flares have been nade .an integral
part of the mechanical ambush and ‘serve to give visual notification of activation.

6., COMBAT EXAMFLES: a, If a mechanical ambush position is not covered by
indirect fire the enemy will normally remove their dead from the kill zone.
Ki1l zones which do not have indirect fire placed on them folléwing the deton-
tion of claymore(s), frequently will yield biood trails only., On occasion,
hand grenades and ii-79s have been used to keep ihe enemy from recovering their
dead from the kill zone, The. kill zone search should be far reaching. In
several instances wouhded enemy have been found several hundred meters from
the kill gzone,

b. The results of 1st Inf Div mechanical ambushes aret

Total Killed Killed by % Killed by

in Div TAOR Mech AP's Mech AP'g
Jct 69 375 _ 12 3
. -.ov 69 363 33 9
Déc 69 376 62 16.5
1-27 Jan 282 43 15

The number of enemy dead found in the kill zone has usually been one or two.

7. COUNTER :..ASUZki: The enemy normally disassembles a mechanical ambush if
they discover one., ‘They may, however, booby trap it or éstablish their own
ambush in the near vicinity, to inflict casualties on the recovery patrol.

/10
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SUBJECT: Automatic Mechanical Ambush ORLL

The patrol recevering mechanical ambushes should aseume that the mechanical

.ambushes have been:discovered, The move to the area of the ambushes should

be secure and cautious. Further, the recovery team should search carefully
for trip wires or any -othexr booby trap indicators as they approach the source
of 'power, disconnect the claymore wires and recover the claymores, Addi-
tionally, mechanical ambushes may be booby ‘rapped to prevent the enemy from
tampering with then,

8. All elements cf the mechanical ambushes muet be camouflaged for maximum
effectiveness, -¥hite Detcord is -difficult to camouflage and requires exira
efforty the camouflage sleeve issued with fragma cord works well.

5 Incl
1, Hech -Ambush Using

Rat Trap Ambush
2. Yech Ambush Using
S*iding Wire Device
viech Ambush Using
Clothes Pin Firing Device
. M-16 Cartridge Clip ~
Firing Device
Power Sources

w

/1]




El s L

RS

g

AVDB.T-T

SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recoving the Mechanical
: Anbush Using the Rat Trap Device

1, SETTING UFs

Step #11 Position tho rat trap taking advantage of natural camouflage and
making aure the 'trip wire willlwork properly,

Step #2¢ Install trip wire, One man will arm the trap and hold the action
while another adjusts the wire across the trail,

Stép #31 Run the battery end of the claymore wire back to the position
thz battery will be located, Leave the ends of the wire twisted togeiher.
90 NOT CORNECT THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step M4t Position the claymore insuring that it is sighted and camou¥laged,

Step #51 Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflage in the area of
the trap, the claymore wire to the claymore and the claymore itself, If all
is: satisfactory THEN fuse the clayrure,

‘Step #6t Move back to the battery end of the: claymore wire. If the power
source is a BA-200 battery wire directly to the terminals, If a PRC-25 bat-
tery 1is used expose the wires and :hook-directly to them,

Step #7¢ Place battery in plastic bag and camouflage the position.

2, RECOVERING:

Step #11 After carefully inspecting the area around the battery the wires
should be removed from ihe battery.aml twisted together, ALWAYS UNHOOK THE
BATTERY AS THE FIRST STEP,

Step #2:. Move forward and carefully inspect the area around the claymore
and' then defuse it, Put the claymore in its carrier, Leave the blasting cap
in place.

Step #3t Release the tension on the trap.

Step #4: Take the trip wire down,

Step #51  Retrieve.the trap.

Step #6¢ Pick up the claymore wire.

Inclosure 1 to Incl 15
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SUBJECTY Steps to be Followed in Setting up and Recovering the Mechanical
Ambush Ueing the Rat Trap Device

3., ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS: a, When connecting the claymore wire to.the
battery the individual should have an obstacle between himself and the clay-

more, If this is not poésible then the prone poeition should be assumed prior N
to making the connection,

b, The power source ends of the claymore wire should be twisted together
to short the wire until such time as the connection with the power source is

made, This will prevent static electricity from setting the ~laymore off pre-
maturely,

c. Proper camouflage techniques must be followed in order to prevent
detection by the enemy, This applies to all parts of the device,

d, An extremely accurate- map location and: sketch must be made ac well
as noting any landmarks in the area which will help locate the area.

é. The direction the claymore is pointing must be determined, (iUse a
conpass).,

‘f. A route out of the aréa.and back into the area should be predetermined.

8. The team which installs the machanical ambush should take it down.
4, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND PROCEUDRE ARE ALWAYS USED,

i3
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SUBJECT: Steps to be Followdd. in. Scttﬂg .uprand Geesvewlig ‘tm Hechanical
Anbush Using the Sliding Wire Firing Device

1. gD W

_-Btep M1 Select spot and put in anchor atake making sure the wire is facing
the right wvay and there is as much natursl ocamouflage as possible for the device.

Step #2: Set a small stick in trip wire end of sliding wire device., Make
~ sure the wire loops have about two inches of overlap. Y

Step #3: Anchor the trip wire across treil,

Step M: FRun the battery snd of the claymore wire back to the point whers

the battery will be, located. Leave the wires twisted to;ethoz;. DO NCT CORKECT
THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step #51 Position the claymore insuring that it is sighted and camouflaged.

Step #61 Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflage on the stake,

wire to the claymore,. and the claymore itmelf, If all is satisfactory
THEX fuae the claymore,

, Stop #71  Move back to the battery end of the claymore wire. If the power

x source 18 a BA-200 battery wire directly te the texrminals, If a PRC-25 battery
; is used expose the wires and hook directly to the terminals, If a PRC-25 bat-

hry u .eeed, expose the wires and heek directly te thu.

~St9, #8t Place battery in plastic: bag and camouflage the- pééition.
2, RECOVERING:

: lto) #1:  After-carefully inspecting the ares sreund the battery the wires

ahould de removed from the battery aml twisted tegether. ALWAYS UNHOOK THE t
' '.llm AS THE FIRST STEP,

Btep #21 Move. forward and carefully inspect.the area around the claymore

and then defuse it, Put the cla.ymorc in its carrier. Leave the blasting cap '
is- ’l“.o . ’

Step #3: Take the trip wire dowm, C
Step M: Retrieve tha sliding wire device. '
!to, #5:  Pick up the claymore mire,

Insledude 2 to Incl 15
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SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
Andush Using the Sliding Wire Firing Device

3. AODITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:

a. When connecting the claymore wire to the battery the individual should
have an obstacle beiwesn himself and the claymores. If this is not possible
then the prone pomsition should de assumed prior to making the connection.

b. The power source ends of the claymore wire should be twisted together

to: short the wire until such time as the connection with the power source is

made. This will prevent static electricity from setting the claymore off pre-
maturely,

¢, Proper camouflage techniques must be followed in order to rrevent
detection by the enemy, This applies to all parts of the device,

d, An extremely accurate map location and sketch must be made as well
as noting any landmarks in the area which will help locate the device,

e. The direction the claymore is pointing must be determined. (Use a
comma' .

f. A route out of the area and back into the area should be pre-determined.
. The tean which installe the mechanical ambush should take 1t down, :
4, IT:IS IMPERATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND PROCEDURE ARE ALWAYS USED,

/6
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SUBJECT: Stsps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
Anbush Using the Clothes Pin Firing Device

1. SETTING UP:

Step #11 Select spot and put..in anchor stake making sure the clothes:
pin is facing the right way and there is as much natural camouflage as pos-
eible for the stake.

Step #2: Install trip wire, This consists of installing spacer and
anchoring the trip wire across trail.

Step #3t Run the battery end of the claymore: wire back to the point

‘where the battery will be located, Leave the:wires twisted together, DO

NOT CONNECT THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step #4: Position the claymore insuring that it is sighted and cawouflaged.

Step #5: Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflage on the stake,
claymore wire to the claymore, and the claymore itmelf. If all is satisfactory
THEN fuse the claymore.

Step #61 Move back to the battery end of the claymore wire. If the power
source is a BA-200 battery wire directly to the terminals. If a FRC-25
battery is used expose the wires and hook directly to them,

Step #71 Flace battery in plastic bag and camouflage the position.
2, RECOVERING:

Step #1: After carsfully inspecting the area around the battery the
wires: should be removed from the battery and twisted together, ALWAYS UNHOOK
THE BATTERY AS THE FIRST. STEP, ’

Step #21 Move forward and carefully inspect the area around the claymore
and then defuse it. FPut the claymore in its carrier, Leave the blasting cap
in place,

Step #3t Take the trip wire down,

Step #: Retrieve the s;;ke.

‘Stef #5:  Pick up the claymore wire.
3., ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS: &, When connecting the claymore wire to the
battery the individual should have an obstacle between himeelf and the clay-

more, If this is not possible then the prone position should be assumed prior
to making the connection,

Inclosure 3 to Incl 15
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SUBJECT: Stepe to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
Anbush Using the Clothes Pin Firing Device

‘b, When installing the mpacer between the.contacts of the clothes pin
care should be taken to put the spacer in far enough to prevent the wind fron
dislodging it, but not so far that the trip wire wauld make the connection

between the contacts. It would be best to cover the trip wire at the spacer
with tape.

¢, The power source ends of the claymore wire should be twisted together
to short the wire:until such time as the connection with the power source is

made, This will prevent static electricity from setting the claynore off
prematurely.

d. Proper camouflage techniques muet be followed in erder to prevent
detection by the enemy. This applies to all parts of the device.

. An extremely acourate map location and sketch must be: made as well
as noting any landmarks in the area which will help locate the device.

f. The direction the claymore is pointingi must be determined (use a
conpass).

8. A route out of the area and vack into the area should be predetermined.
h, The teanm which installs the mechanical ambush should take it down.
4, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND PROCEDURE IS ALWAYS USED,

19
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‘SUBJECT: Firing Device Fabricated from M-16 Cartridge Clips

1, Advantages: A1l naterials available in field except rubber bands, Light
weight, easy to fabricate, eimple,

2, Disadvantages: The mpace between contacts is small, A spark could bridge
the gap in wet weather, Has not been used during rainy season.

3. Materials used in M-16 Cartridge Clip Device:
s, 2 M-16 cartridge clips,
b, 1 small stick,
¢, 1 tripwire,
d. 1 non-comductive spacer,
e. 1 battery.
f., 1 claymore wire,

8. 1 M-18A1 claynore,

Inclosure 4 to Incl 15
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SUBJECT: Power Sources

1, It is recommended that a BA-200 battery be used instead of a PRC-25
battery because positive contact is guaranteed. Wires plugged into a
PRC-25 battery may not make contact. If the trip wire is then pulled
and. not detected the recovery team may set off the device while disarming

it. This is done by extrmcting the wires and makingcontact as they are
extracted, )

2, The BA-200 has wire terminals exposed and positive connection can be
guaranteed..

KR E;ther:ppuer source can be weather proofed by putting it in a pirastic
Lvag or ammo box,

4, 1if a PRC-25 battery is used it should be broken open.to expose the wirce
and then the connectd¢on made,

Inclosure 5 to Incl 15
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