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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN HEPLY HEFEH 1O

AGDA (M) (4 May 70) FOR OT UT 701215 14 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons lLearned, Headquarters, 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 3! .January 197G (1)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. LEvaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

dat G kb

KENNETH G. WICKHAM

1 Incl Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:
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US Continental Army Command
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Commandants '

US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College
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US Army Electronic Warfare School

US Army Engineer School

US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School

US Army Ordnance School egs
US Army Signal School Regraded unclassified when separated

US Army Southeastern Signal School from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Z DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY i
Headquarters 212th Combat Aviation Battalion
; ""Wings of Freedom"

5 APO SF 963L9

AVBACF-BC ’ Ly senruary 1970

SUBJECT: Operutional Rcport - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

B Vit g i

- CG, USLRPLC

- CG, USARV

1st VI/TION BRICADE

- EA, CO, 212th viation Battalion (Cerbrt)
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; 1. (C) OPERLTIONS: Significant Lctivities:

a. The unit mission of the 2L5th Avn Co (8.) was expanded to include
two sorties daily around the Da Nang "Rocket Belt" by Infra Red cquipped
OV-1C Mohawks from 2400 - 0600 hours. This mission was added as a
deterrent to rockot cttacks in the Da Nang area du ving the high threat
’ period of the 1970 TET.

b. During the rcported peried, tasking of the 131lst fvn Co (SiL) was
changed by deleting one Side Looking irb rnc R~'ar (SLAR) oni’ cne Infrave:s!
(IR) mission from its remote detachment and adding a SL/R mission that is
flown from Phu Bai. These changes allowed this company to bring one OV-1B
and one OV-1C aircraft btack to Phu Bal, reducing thc aircraft st the rcmote
dectachment to one OV-1B and two OV-1C,

ce Organizationcl structure and location arec listed at inclousure 1.

d. Perscnnel changes of command and principal staff positions within
the batt~lion for the reporting period arc listed at inclosure 2.

es The 212th CAB and subordinato units authorized and prosent for duty
strength arc listed ad inclosure 3,

fs Type alrcraft, number auvthorized, and on homd for battalicn and
subordinate units ore listod a% inclosurc L.

ge Rcsults of operations conducted by subordinetc units during the
reporting periud cre at inclosure 5.

h. During this reporting period the 212th CAB engaged in operations
against the enemy on 92 consecutive days, flying a total of 47,468 sorties.

FOR OT UT DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
701215 CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure 1 DOD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACP-BC
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report - Lessons Learnod of tho 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Pertod Bading 31 January 1970, 1CS COmon-65 (i2) ()

i. FEvents of Historical Significance:
(1) The tollewin, attacks on fricrdly inste1l-tions tock place.

(n)  On 3 Noverber 19459 at 0040 houre, the arce cccupicd by
units of this ccmmond at Marble Mountain Jdir rncility (Mol F) rcceived 9
rounds of 82mm morter fire. Tho attack lastced for cpproximetely four
minutes and rcsulved in heavy doamnpe to one UH<1D 20l cne UH=1H; mederato
domage tc onc UH-1H; and light damape to cne Ul=1B, orno UdH-1D, nnd five
UH-1H's, Light frogmert damngcc was incurred 'vyoore 2101 Jeep, -ne aircraft
hanzar, vne PX building, one troop billct, .ne Conex wnd one barrcell burker,
A tomporary less of comminicaticng was oxpericneed with ne Class L phoric
and partial losg of o Clnss B and C ph ne.  Twe cnlisted perscenncl werc
hespiltalized ond four othors were tre ted wnl rolo-cea for duty.

(b) 0n 6 Doeember 1969 at 0130 h urs, the arca occupicé by
units of this comrnnd at IBLF rcecived five r wunds oof 62rm mortars.
The attack lastcd approximntcly two minutes 0 recuvlted in 1ight damagzc to
onc U-6A and one 0-1G rircraft.

(2) The following significant flipht oncr-tions occured during the
repcrting pcriod.

(2) On 6 Ncvember 1969, a UH-15 :unship of the 2824 isszult
Helicopter Cummany {(iHC) employing the M-22 zuided missle systim ongaped
encmy pesiticns in the vicinity of BT 1043; final Camn ¢ assessment vas

fourtcen bunkers destreyed,

(b) On 22 Nevember 1969, o lirht firc tcam ¢f the 282a AFC
flying cscort for Swift Ruat opcrations at grid ceordinates BT 1478, cnpoiccd
encmy targets inflicting seven cnemy KBA, tcn structures domaged, and four
structurcs destrouyed,

(¢) On 13 November 1969, a licht firc tcam of 282d gunships
flying cscort for Swift Buat opcrations at grid coerdinatcs BT 1251 cngapcd
NVL troops rcswlting in cight cneny KBA.

(d) On 19 November 1969, an OV-l aircraft of thc 131st Avn Co
(S&) cn a visual rccomnaissance (VR) and photc missicn was stiuck by prevnd
firc resulting in tctel powor less of one cnpince nnd partial pcwer less of
the othcr making it impossilbc to sustain flizht. Roth crcwmenbers succcss-
fully ejccted and were sofcly rescucd by Jolly traon aireraft within an heour
and forty minutcs.

(e) On 21 November 1969, a sinm;lc O-1 from the 220th ivn Co

(W), while on 2 VR mission for the 10lst Airbornc Division in the Ah Shau

, Vallcy, discovcred L NVA personncl camouflaging a bunker positicn. Aerial
; Reckot Artillery (ARA) was omployed resulting in I ‘NVA. KBA.

E 2
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CUNFIDENTIAL

LVBACF-BC
SUBJECT: Opcretional Roport ~ Tesaome Loaricd of tlv, 212th Combat. Aviation
Battalinn for the Puriod Bading 31 Jamnry, 1970, RCS CSTOR-65 (R2) (U)

(f) On 23 Novenber 1969, the Meritori.us Unit Commencation
(First Oak Leaf Cluster) was pr sented to the ?ist fviation Company (UL)
by Mnjor Gencral [dlen Me Burdett Jr., Commanding General, lst Aviaticn SBripadcs
Recelving the award for the 21st Avn Co (UL) ves Major Sam L. Sceve, Commanding
Officer,

() On 5 Docember 1969, a hcavy fire team of the 282d
AHC provided gurship cscort and landing: zeno preparcti:n for a VNAY Coubat
Helicopter Lssault.

(h) On 1k Dccember 1969, a single 0-1 c¢f the 220th Lvn
Co (UL) rcceived small arms firc and light domage in the vicinty cf
YD 2179 and YD 1L62. Artillery and tactical aircreft werc called fcr
resulting in L NVAL KBL -nd four bunkors destroycd.

(1) On 21 Deccmber 1969, a light fire toam of thc 282d .iiC
was employed ageinst an cnemy positicn at grid ccordinates AT 8851, rcsulting
in seven structures destroyed and five structurcs domaged.

(3) On 23 December 1969, a heavy firc tcam of the 2824 .iC,
flying oscort for Swift Beat operaticns cnpaged encry pesitions, resulting
in twonty structurcs destroyed and ten structvres Zdamarcd.

(k) On 17 January 1970, a hcavy firc tcam and UH=1H c¢f the
2824 AHC extractcd the crew of an 0H~6 aircraft of the Americcl Divisicn
shot down at AT 993610. While the UH-1H cxtrocted tho crew to safety, the
fire toam ccvercds An OH=6A (SN 67-16485) received combat damage to a total
E extent when it was shot down by enemy fire in the vicinity of the Khe Sanh
Airstrip (4baned) on 17 January 1970. The passenger was killed by gunfire,
and the pilot uninjured managed to land the aircraft. After cvading capturc
for 24 hours, he was roscued by a CAV unit. The OH~6A had to be sling-loaded
to Quang Tri Airfield on 19 Januvary 1970 from coordinates XD 7LSLL2 (FSB Geiger)

e, sy

(1) On 23 January 1970, a singlc 0-1 of the 220th Awn Co (UA)
spotted four WV, in a trccline and directed Cobra punships from the 10lst
Lirberne Divisizn (Airmoblc) resulting in 3 cnemy KBle

(m) On 25 January 1970, a light firc toam of 282d AHC w-s
scrambled for troops in centact. The mission results were scven encmy Kol

’ (n) On 25 January 1970, a flight of two 0-1's of thc 220th
8 Avwn Co (UL) sighted en cnemy pesiticn and dirccted ARL of the 101st

4 Airbornc Division (Lirmeble) on the target resulting in six encmy KBA and six
bunkers dostroycde

(o) On 31 January 1970, a singlc gunship cof the 2823 LHC was
: flying suprort for an OH-6 Helicopter on a reconnaissance of the Da Nang

i Mccket Belt"s This mission resulted in 10 encryy KBA and the capturc of ton
NVA goldierss

(p) On 31 January 1970, the 282d AHC participated in a troop
1ift of 250 troops for the 51lst ARVN Regiment. The 1lift consisted of four
UH-1H 1ift ships, one command and control UH-1H, and three UH-1B gunships;
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-RC
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report - Leseons Lenrned of the 212th Combat Aviztion ‘
Battolion for the Periud @nding 31 Jenuary 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

no onemy rosistoncc wes cncouatcred in the ovperaticne
2, LESSONS LFARNDD: Cimmandors Observations, Evaluations, and Recormondations.
a. Porscnncl: Nonc
be. Intelligence: ilfone
ce Operations:
(1) Opcratiam of the bV-l Mchawk.

(a) Ouscrvotion: New tcchnicel cperct.rs and aerial obscrvers
are not familier with cmcrvency proccdures, nevijational oquipment,
communication cquipment, and the autopilot system sboard the Mohawk circrafts
Conscquently, in tho cvent the pilet is injurc? or tcmporarily incapacitntcd
the aircraft is lost.

(b) Evaluation: In the event tic pilot was ‘ncapacitczicd a
trained obscrver could sustain f1ight under nomnl conditicns, declorce the
emorgency situation end navipate to a safc arcns This would also allow time
for the observer to utilize the emcrgency cquipnent stowed in the cuckpit to
aggiet the pilot.

(¢) Rccormendations: That all technical cperators and acrial
obgorvers be treined to cccomplish the aboves

(d) Cocmmancd Action: This unit has adopted the reccrmendatione
(2) Artillery Clcarances:

(a) Observaticn: Artillery clcarcnces arc granted for enncccssary
lengths of tinec.

(b) Evaluation: Artillcry clearances for flights throuph nost
areas requirc cxtensive re-routing tc remain clcar ¢f anncunced fire missicnse
Normally, a firc mission does not cxcecd one hour; however, clcarances cre
forecast for twec and four hour incrementse. The ertillcry units concerned
ofton fail to nctify the cloarance authority at the end of the fire mission,

(c) Recommendaticn: 411 units shculd be requircd to nctify the
artillery acdvisory agency at the completion of missicnse

(4) Command Action: A1l pilots of thc 212th CLB have been
instructed to notify an oir clearance agency when artillery missicns, in which
they are involved, aro completod.

L
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF‘BC
SUBJECT: Opernticnal Report - Lesecns Learned of the 212th Combat [viation
Battalion f.r the Peri.d Indiap 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOi-0S (R2) (U)

(3) Rcconnrissanco of Borders of Northern I Corpst
(a) Obsorvaticn: The 220th RLC is the only unit porforming:

dally reconncissance of the Laotion and North Victnameso Berders contingent
to South Viotname

(b) Cvalustion: In the past, thc 220th RAC has supported
units that havo on intcrest in certein poilnts or ereas aleng these borders.
Sixtcen f1i; hts of unarmed 0-1's rcecn these bordors dally with 1little or
no fire supp:rt readily aveilablc. Alreraft froquently receive ground
firc ~nd sustain cama;;e in arcas which cannot be renched by crtillory.
Normally, tho c¢nly sourcc of firc support consists of USAF tactical fighters
an¢ then only when an :ir Force FAC is available to diroct the sbtrikc.

(¢) Reccrmendation: Since the Marincs have vacatcd Northern
I Corps, 220th TUC aviaters are ne longer permitted to act in the capncity
-s Tarpet Identification Pilots (T.I.P.). Lir Force pllots nomally assume
the role of Forward Air Controllers. If the 220th were given Tocticnl
Lireraft to retnliate a~ainst hustile tarrets, as was the cnsc under Merinc
Control at Don; Ha D..SC, damage to the eneny would te sipnificant.
Lditicnelly, while flying VR missions along the Lacticn and Lorth Viectnancse
Rorcers, the 220th TW.C aircraft should have ~rmed helicopter support on cille

(¢) Cormond Ucticn: Coordination cfforts with DASC VICTOR,

the USAT Tactical Fighter Contrelling Aroncy in Northernm I Cerps hove beun
initiated, but to this Cate no success obtained in timely engarenent of encry
tarretss In the orca of hiphest threat, in the vicimity cf the junction cf
the Nerth Victnam and Lootion Dorders, a progrem which censisted of
attempting to adjust birh altitude attack aircraft cnto anti=-aircraft pecitions
proved unsuccessfuls Ls conceived, the attack aircraft weuld uwhtilize singlc
bumb drops on cach wass os the 0=l pllot directed the ordnance ontc the
target by scnding cerrcctiometo ground radar centrel. Onece =n targct, the
alreraft would salvo remining ordnances This mcthod was actuzlly ottemptec,
however, it failed because aircraft did not h-ve cncugh fuel endurance to
make single pasges and had te salvo his ordnancc on the first pass.

The tarecets wore not hit.

() X.39.1 ¥ing Founted Camera: 3

(2) Observation: The 220th RAC has been cxbremely successiuwl
in acrizl phetegraphy cnploying the KA3941 wing mounted camera.

(b) Eveluaticn: The 220th RAC has utilized the KA39AL with o

hirh degrco of succoss; in quick response photo missions of varicus targets
aleng infiltration routes in South Victname The camera is mountod in a pod

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BO
SOBJECTs Operntionnl Roport - les-ry Tearned of the 212th Combet lLviastion

Battalion for tho Perd- ' o nc 31 Jeamery 1970, 4CH CSFer-.5 (P2 (U)

on tho right wing of the 0-1, nnd is oetunted by c.oupling the pilots reclet
firing tripper to the cmern systom. Cap2ble of takdng onc plcturo cvery
12 secuncs, the caricra system proviies up t. €0% ovorlap of a linc-r
target, such ac a roat, trail, or stroam. Qu-lity of this photoprephy

has boen exceptionally ;ocd wiwn takon under (o' ¢ nditions of lighting.

(c) Hecormendation: That thor deeinieissance SLirplonc
Companies be ~dvised of the success of the 220th's cm loyment of the concre
system.

(@) Cumzvnd Cetion: O oreport of crnployuent with samples o f
plctures taken vith the K391 systom is belns jrocored.

(5) Successful T lintaticn of Ground Soncors My the 0-1 Jireralts

(2) Obscrvaticn: The implanting <f - wnd sensors by the lir

Force and Marin: Comps high epocd alreraft rcovires cxecessive coordinaticon
and time consuming Jelays.

(b) Dvalvaticn: 2he 220th U.C v.os requeste? te imlant round
scnscrs to detect encrnyy persony el movement,  Jhe recucsting epcncy wos the
@=2 Ground Surveillzonee Scetion of XXIV Corpe Heodquartcrs. In the post,
sonsors hod been isplaited by jet cireraft cf the Jir Force and Marinc S.ros,
howover, in order to ortein recuirced infernction for the scnser drep, the
drop area had to first hc photw. rophed, Under idenl cenditions, photoyraply
nissions teke two cr three days to completes Emp-loying: the 0-1 aircreafd,
this leoad time was climin-atels The Ground Surveillance Sceticn now notifics
the 220th of the coordinates ¢f imslant and within tiro hours after recciving
the missicn, the scnsors are implanted.

(c) Recommondation: That the 0-1 aireraft be ccnsicdered os
an oxccllent meons for ropidly implonting strin:-z within RVN,

(1) Command icticn: To date, the 220th RAC has impl-nted
scven (7) stringcs of four (L) sonsors cach at verious lccaticns in the
Northern I Corps areas This method of empleywent hos becn Zccumented and
suhmittec through XXIV Corps.

(6) (C) Faonorenmic Photo Missicns
(a) Obvscrvation: Fanor:mic camera missions flewn cver fairly

wide rivers (100-200 £t) at the normal 23%itude =f 30 to 50 feet prevides
useless photegrephy <of the water and littie clsc.

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BC
SUBJTCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learnec of tho 212th Combat Lviaticn

Battr~lion for the Foried Ending 31 Jenuery 1970, RCS CSFOI-65 (i2) (V)

‘ (b) Evaluation: Missions flown at 200 - LOO feet provide
excellent quality, however, this is the most dangerous altitude for smull
arms fire. Koeping tho courses of thc photo run as short as possiblc
provides less oportunity for hostile fire and flyin: random patterns also
aids in deceplion. Somc form of alr cover over the target area is desirable;
i.e. helicopter gunships, alrcap, ctc.

(c) Recommendation: That thc chove technique be adopted
to minimize the hazerd of cnemy fire during the panoramic camera miscionse.

(d) Command Action: The techniques descrlbed have been
adopted by units of this cammand.

(7) (U) Side Looking Airborne Radar RO=166 Recorder.

(a) Obscrvation: Glare irom illumination light table cf t™c
SLAR RO-166 Recorder retlccts off the wind scrcen of the cockpit blinding
the pilot to outside vicw.

(b) ELvaluation: The intensity of thc light tanle of RO-1.56
recorder causcs an intolerable rcflection insicde the codkpit that severcly
restricts outside vicwe This condition cnuscs o safcty hazard in tlirht.
The 1ight reflecticns can be reduced by using mep boards as a shicld octween
the pilot and lircht tablcs

(¢) Recommendation: Cardboard covers be made to restrict
reflection frem the light tablce

(&) GCommand Action: Units of this headquarters have becn
informed of this technique and arc using such o shicld.

(8) (U) SLAR Developer Tanks and Blockss

(a) Obscrvation: Imagery can be recorded on film in spite of
favlty or leaking tanks and blocks.

(b) Evalustion: Scrious leaks in tonks and blocks have
causcd missions to be aborteds In order to continue missions uncder
these circumstances, a proccdure was developed tc ollow continuation cf
imagery recording and devclop the film after landing. The following
procedurcs apply to operations of the RO-166 recccrder in flight tc accomplish
this technique:

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBACF-BC
SUBJECT: Operational Roport - Lessons Learncd . f the 212th Cumbat Aviation
Battelion for the Period Ending 31 Jamary 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)
(1) Press the standby butten on the recorder cintrel.
(2) Turn the 0-166 on and press the map butten on the
recorder.s (rud cockpit ligzhts will not affcet the film, nowcver, all other
light sources must bc climinated).

(3) Do not usc the manual datn cxposc.

(L) To rcmeve the £11m, first run a longer than nom:l
lcader.

(5) Place the unexposcd take-up inco a £ilm can.
(6) Process the film through normal processinge
NOTE: This procedure can cnly be used at nighte

(¢) Reccummendation: A1l units using [0-166 rccorders he
advised cf this proccdurce

(&) Command Acticn: Units of this cirmand hav: bcen advised
of and are employing this procedure.

ds Orgonization: None
e. Training:
() RVN Replacement Training:

(2) Observation: Initial RVE replacement training could not

"be coordinated ‘successiully with the Americal Division.

(b) Evaluation: A program of infusion into the combat center
training conducted by the Americal Division was attempted in order to
fulfill the requiroments for incountry orientation training as directed in
USARV Regulation 350-1. Space problems and lack cf successful coordination
with the Combat Center caused numerous unacceptable delsays in the
accomplishment of training. The 212th Battalion S-3 organized an
instructional team comprised of instructors from cssigned units, undcr the
supervision of the Battalion Staff, to conduct required classess In
addition to required subjects, an oriemtation is giwvcn by the battalicn
commander on the background and policies of the Battalion.

CONFIDENTIAL
8

Sx s o ARSI VO 1 0,08

¥
|
‘f
|
|




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BC
SUBJECT: Operatlonal Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

This orientation provides the battalion eommander an opportunity to influcnce
oach replacement at his initial introduction to the battalion. Thers

are two sessions of classes held cach wuock thus insvring timcly processing
and subsequent assignmnent to the job of each replocement,

(¢) Rocomtcndation: That each command be advisced of this
technique for incountry replacament training.

f. Logistics:
(1) KA39A1 Camcra Film.

(a) Evaluntion: The ASA rating of thc film now available for
the KA39A1 camcra is too slow for the rcouired shuttor speede

() Discussion: Thc only film now being issued to this univ
is FSN 6750-579-910L which has an ASA rating of 80. This prccludes using o
shutter speed grcater than I/150 sec, even on bright days. The results
is the inability of thc unit to do phctography on overcast days without
underexposing the film or causing cemcra motion to distort the film im~ge
because of slow shuttcr spced.

(c) Recormendation: It is rccormcnded that only ASA 200
film, FSN 6750=265-7675, be procured ond issucd for use in thc Ki39.1
cameras

(d) Command Lction: This unit hos requisiticned the :.Si 200
film, however, none hus becn received.

gs Communications:

(1) Owscrvation: Unclassified callwords and suffixes wcoc bcirg
uscd on classificd tactical frequencies.

(2) Evaluction: The use of unclassificd callwords and suffixes on
o classificd tacticnl frequency 1s a securlty violation and is in viclation
of USARV Rcgulation 380-13.

(3) Recomendation: Units be assigned an unclassified non-tacticel
frequency to be used for air traffie contrcl, flight informaticn, end
othet administrative traffic.

(L) Command Actions, Non~tactical radio nets hdve been establishad
by units of the 212th CAB for transmitting messoges pertaining to air
traffic ccntroly, flight information, and administrative traffic. These
radio nets utilize unclassified call words, suffixecs, and frequecncies.
Frequencies were agsigned by III MAF for the purposcs stated aboves L
tactical net has been cstaWlished for classifiecd traffic, using classific:
callwords, sufflxos, and frequencios. This nct is used when units are
placed in alert conditicn IIA or higher at which time classified callsirns,

suffixes, and frequoncios are used. CUNHDENT'AL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVRACP-BC
SUBJECTs Operational Repert - Lessons Learncd f tho 212th Combat Avintion
Battelion for the period onding 31 Janunry 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

h. Matoriol: Transpondcrs for 0-1 lircrafu.

(1) OBSERVATIONS: The cnly navigaticn aids presently installcd in
tho 0-10 aircr-ft aro LF-MF, !/DF and FM homing. Thesec nav=-nlde aro <f only
limited veolue in the I Corps arca. The signal reflecticn from the mountaincous
terrain makos the relicbility of the LF-MF, ADF cuesticnablu. The FM homing
has limited ranpge ond is also subject tu sign-l reflictions. Within I Corps
thore is extonsive radar coveragec, however, the "Skin Paint" signel
reflected from an O-~1 can cnly be detected by ground stations for a2 distence
of approximately twenty milece. This distamce is reduced consicerably
whon thero are rain showers in tho arca.

(2) EV/IULTION: The unpredictable weather during the wet
season makes thc pcessibility of inadvertant IFR flying a constant threat.
Uncontrolled IFR flying is hazardous at bests The mountains and tho high
density alr traffic make it even more dangcreus in thls arca. The extended
radar pick-up range anc recduced time required for positive identification
provided by a transpondcr would significantly rcduco this hazard. !ldditionallv,
a transpconder would incrcase the mission capabilitics for the O0-1. It
wauld provide a mcans of precise navigation and pinpoint target location at
night when positive ground rcferences are not visable. For reodio relay
missions where hipgh altitude is requirved it wuld provide a means for
controlled climb and descent through overcast conditiins and navigation
vhilo VFR on tops The valuc cf a transponder in &n cmergency is well known
and would be of tremencous valus for this purpose slone.

(3) RECOM ENDATION: That transponcders be installed in the O-1‘'s
operating in the Rcpublic of Vistnam.

i, .Other: None,

/, _
G727 /Zfod,é ez )

5 Incl C. M. HICKERSON
d+ Orgapizational Chart LT¢, FA
~2v—Rerecrnol-LChanpes— Commanding

Le Mreraft Status-
5. Quarterly Statistics
Incls 2 and 3 wd HQ, DA
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AVBLGC-0 (14 Feb 70) 1st Ind o
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 212th Combac 4viation
Battalion for the Period Inding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-GY

(R2) (U) E
DA, HELDOU.RTERS, 1ST ,.VL.“ION BRIG.DE, /PO 96384 9 Mrreh 197v :
THRU: Commanding General, United States .rmy Vietnam, .TId: . VIGC-DUT, é
LPO 96375
Commander-in-Chiof, United :tates ..rmy Pacific, .LTTH: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558
TO: issistant Chief of Staff for Force Dowelopment, Dopartment of tho

Army, Washington, D.,C. 20310

1. This headquartors has roviowed subjoct rcport and coneurs with tho
contonts excopt as notod bolow,

2. The following additional comments aro considorod pcrtinent:

a, Paragraph 2g, pago 9, discusscs tho uso of unclassifiud froquincios
and call signs for administrativo traffiec and using classificd frequencice
and call signs only whon cortain alort conditions oxist. This practice
croatos prime conditions ~nd attitudes to causc froquont compromisus durin:
uso of classifiod frequoncics ond eall signs. Tho uso of cceurc voicce
oquipmont will obviato tho roguiromont for unclassifiod froquencics, .11
communications traffic should bo passcd using sccuro modce vhon the capability
oxists. This hcadquartors will diroct tho 212th ..viation Battalion (Combat)
to ro-evaluato tho nocd for unclassified froquonciocs and eall signs in view
of tholr axisting socuro voico capabilities.

b. Paragraph 2h, pogo 10, discussos the dosirability for transpondors
in O=1 aircraft, This hoadguartors roquosted on 16 Docombor 1969 an EISURE
projoct for transpondors for 0-l aircraft bascd on a prouvious roquest from
tho 212th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and succoss of US Eighth .rmy with
ENSURE roquost 317K. US.RV forwardod the requost to CINCUS..IT.C with
information to DAL on 30 January 1970, Tho roquost was for 400 transponders,
ono por 0-~1 in US/RV plus maintcnanco float. Action is continuing.

cs Paragraph 2f(d), pago 9, addrossos tho nood for high spoed film
(£35=200) for thu KA39.1 Camora. Tho commodity wmanag.r at tho #S.ICC-V
roquisitionod tho film on 8 Decombor 1969, This spood film is not now in
uso in Viotnam. Tho Dofonso Supply .igoncy roplicd that subjoet film was
at zoro balanco with a preoduction load timo of six months,

d. This OR-LL doos not addross .viation Safoty. Rccords at this

hoadquartors indicatu that tho 212th Aviation Battalion (Combat), with
all assignod subordinato units, flow 22,317 howrs during the reporting

11



AVBAGC-0 ) larch 1970

SUBJECT: Oporational Roport~Lassons Luarnad of th.. 212th Comb.t /jvi:ticn
Battalion for tho Poriod Ending 31 Jomuary 1970, 2G5 CLFOR~69
(R2) (V)

poriod with onu accidont in tho HHC for o buttalion cecideat roto of 4e9.
This hoadquartors will dircet ~11 subordinote o wwonds to -3 iross Lviation
Safoty in futuru OR-LL ruports,

0. Paragroph 2¢(1l), jego 4, discusses the faet Lhet now OV-1 technicl
oporators and obsorvers aro nt knowludgoablo of crivrsuney preccdurcs and
oporation of OV-1 navigation and cormunieatica wquipment, This hoadquartcrs
is proparing a lotter to US..WV roquesting that apprcpriato CUUS traindng
basos bo apprisod of this situation,

f. Paragraph 2¢(2), pogw 4, adlirusses problom of artillory cloarances
covoring an unnocussory longth of timu. This houadquartors is cffocting
crordination with major toctical eommands fer roviow of c.ontrel proeclures
and duration of artillory rmiscions ns regerls air traffic,

gs Paragraph 2c(4), pagzo 5, discussis success of 0-1 acrial phetography
utilizing K.39.1 camora. This hoeadquartirs is ‘isorinating: this infornaticn
to appropriato subcrilinato units,

he Paragraph 2¢(5), page 6, discussus usc of 0-1 to inplant ground
sonsors, This hoadquarters is notifging subordinate units of this 2ddie
tional capability of tho O=~1 aircraft,

i, Paragraph 2¢(7), pego 7, addrossos problua of wind sercon zlaro
from RG=106 rucorlor in OV-1 cockpit, The usc cf cardboard shi ldirn:
oliminatod this problom, This hcadquartcers is advising anircpristc sub- .
ordinatu units cof this solution.

FOR THE OOIRL.iDGR:

LRTHUR . LITTLE !

CPT, ..GC
Lisst idj Gon

RV AL . -j
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AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 70) 2d Ind 25 MAR -

SURJECT: Operational Repoxrt - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion for the Period Ending 31 January 1970,
RCS CSrOR-65 (B2)(U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, %
APO 96558 “

1. (U) This headquartexs has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Leamed for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters,
212th Combat Aviation Battalion and concurs with the comments of

indorsing headquarters.

2. (U) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Operation of the OV-1 Mohawk", i
page 4, paragraph 2c(1) and the 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2c; concur. ;
Technical operators and aerial observers should be trained. Nonconcur

that the autopilot system be included. Recommend this matter be addressed

by USCONARC,

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Reconnaissance of Borders of
Northerm I Corps™, page 5, paragraph 2c(3); concur. During the period
that the DASC in Northern I Corps was under USMC control, aviators assigned
to the 220th Aviation Company (Boconn&issance), who were qualified as
Target Identification Pilots (TIP), were permitted to direct tactical
USMC air strikes in support of USMC forces., With the DASC now under USAF
control, these same aviators are not permitted to direct USAF tactical
air strikes. If targets, located out of artillery range, are sighted by
220th aviators, a USAF Forward Air Controller (FAC) is sent to the
target area by the DASC, The USAF FAC assesses the target, obtains the
strike alrcraft from the DASC, and subsequently directs the alr strike,
USAF Manual 2-7 states that only in an emergency will an individual, who
is not a qualified FAC, mark or identify targets for USAF attack alrcraft.
It further states that for emergency situations, such as immediate missions,
procedures should be established by the USAF and Army component commanders.
This matter will be forwarded to MACV for resolution. The recommendation
also states that the 220th Aviation Company should have armed helicopter
support on-call,This support is available and is responsive to the
requirements of the 220th on an on-call basis, No action by higher
headquarters is required.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
/3 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 70) 2d Ind 25 Mhv
SUBJECT:s Operational Report-Lessons learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

(82)(u)

c. (C) Reference item concerning "Panoramic Photo Missions", page
6, paragraph 2¢(6); concur. However, a command-wide application of this
particular technique is not considered valid. Techniques used in the
accomplishment of panoramic photo missions vary with the tactical
situation, enemy strength and disposition, weather and terrain, and are
limited only by the requirements of a ground commander and the imagination
of the photo unit. No action by higher headquarters is recommended.

d. (U) Reference item concerning "SLAR developer tanks and blocks",
page 7, paragraph 2c(8); concur. The ist Aviation Brigade is disseminating
this information to all OV-1 units within USARV.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

~TPF kg
CPT,  AGC
Fasictant Ayt t Canaral
Cy fum:
iat Avn Bde
212th Combat Aviation Bn
Z
CONFIDENTIAL




GPOP-DT (14 Feb 70) 3d Ind (V)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 212th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 4 APR L 140)

TO: Assistant Chief of Steff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

l. This headquarters concurs in subject report 8s indorsed.

2. Reference 2h, page 10, of basic and paragrsph 2b, lst Indorsement,
US Army, Vietnam, in message AVHG3-DST, DTG 302251& Jan 1970 submitted
an ENSURE request for 400 commercial (lightweight) transponders for
installstion in O-1 aircrsft. The ENSURE request was forwarded to
Depsrtment of the Army by US Army, Pacific, message GPOP-DT, DTG
1420028 Feb 1970 recommending approvsl.

CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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ORGANIZATIONLL STRUCTURE

212th Zviation Batt-lion (Combat)
APO SF 96349 (llarble Mcuntain Lir Facility)

HHC 212th CLT
APO 963L9 (ML:F, Do lang) ;

519th Medical Detachment
ATO 96349 (MLTF Da Nang) 5

21st .viation Company (UA)
APO 9637h (Chu Lai)

1st ' toon
ATO 96349 (MU.F Da Nang)

2d rlatoon
ATO 96371 (Chu Lai)

3rd U'latoon
APO 96374 (Chu Lai)

62d Lviation Compeny (Corps)
APO 96308 (Fhu Bati)

13st Aviction Company (Sk)
APO 96308 (Phu Bai)

220th Lviation Ccmpany (UA)
AP0 96308 (Thu Bai)

59th Signal Detachment
ADPC 96308 (Thu Bai)

134th Medical Detachment
AP0 96308 (' Bai)

kil s aa o i et

2l5th Aviction Company (SA)
ATC 96349 (MM.F D~ Nang)

282d Lviation Company (AH)
APO 9639 (MM.F Da Nang)

Incl y
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
POD DIR 5200.10
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