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ijriPARTMiNT OF 08 AHK: 
HtAD^CARTERS,  145X11 COMBAT iVUHM BATTALlüN 

APa San Franciaco    93227 

"FIRST IN VlüTUAM" 

AVmCA-'aC 1   nay  19^ 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of U5tli Combat Aviation Battalion for Period 
«nding 30 April 1969 U^S üSFua-65)  (BX) (I) (UlLj    WCYNAA) 

SSE DisaBiaoTZOi 

i> «n acnai j..r. 1^**™ Mm\f\'mfc kMrWAu 

A.    C\uronology of significant events 

(1) The 145th Combat Aviation Battalion was organiaed with three 
Aspaitlt Helicopter Cotpanles, one Ar»ed Helicopter Company and the USARV 
AH-1G Training Tean» at the outset of thia reporting period.    On 7 J'jarch 
1c;69,  the JSARV AH-IG Training Team waa transferred to the 214th Combat 
Aviation Battalion and displaced to V'ing Tau,  cowoleting the 'Tove on 9 
l-iaroh.    By relocating to V'ing Tau,  the tea'i" WTAS able to obtain larger 
L"aci].iti93 in order to double the output of the training program. 

(2) Luring thia quarter the 145th continued to support the allied 
Torces within the III Corps Tactical Zone with primary support provided 
to the three ARVN Divisions located within the III Corps Tactical Zone. 
The 145th supported the BHTAC  (Bien Hoa Tactical Area Com.nand) in the 
d«fenae of Bien Hna/Long Binh complex during the VC/ttVA farces ill fated 
1969 post TET offensive which comirenoed on 23 February. 

(3) The 68th,  118th, and 190th Assault Helicopter Cootpanies continued 
their pri-mry support for the 25th ARVN DIV,  18th ARVN DIV,  5th ARVN DIV, 
1st ARVN AEfl.DIY, III Corps and il F7V General Support..   The companies 
also provided general support to the 5th Special Forces Group. 

(4) The 334th Attack Helicopter Conpany continued it's support of 
III Corps Firefly missions for the 25th ARVN DIV, BHTAC and CMAC  (Capita], 
i'dlitary Assistance Co»mand).    It also provided arned helicopter support 
Tor the 51 st Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol Company and other alii ad 
units './ithin the III Dorpa Tactical Sfcne, 

(5) TT*m 1 Fe^ruaiy 1969 to 30 April 1969 the conpanles of the 145th 
Combat Aviation Battalion flew 75,867 sorties, logging a total of 28,755 
flying hours.    Troops carried nun*»red 147,082 and 312 tons of eargo were 
transported in support of the forres in III Corps while aircraft ef this 
iattalion killed 491 eneny, da'naged or destroyed 253 structures, and 
destroyed 530 sampans during the quarter.    During this period,  the battalion 
suffered 1  lüA,  1  killed not as a reseat of hostile action, and 14 WIA. 
?4 aircraft mra damaged and 6 dostrrtfod. 
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(1) Miflaion;    Thj tuiasion of tht unit has not changud during this 
roporting period and eontinuca to be us follovBt    To augmont tho aviation 
capabilities of XI Field Porous Vietnam and the Ropublic of Vietnam Foroos 
operating in III Qozpe area. 

(2) Organization: 

(a) During the reporting poriod, tho USARV AH-lG Training Toam was 
relieved from aasignskint to tho 145th Combat Aviation Battalion and 
transfarrod to the U7th Assault Support Heliooptor Conpony, of tho 214th 
Combat Aviation Battalion^ looatod at Vung Tau« 

(b) Tho orsanization of tho U5th Combat Aviation   Battalion during 
this reporting pariod includod tho units depicted on tho orgoniaatienal 
chart located at Inclosuro 1« 

C.     Conmand & Staff 

(l)   Significant personnel chongoo during tho roporting poriod voro aa 
folloust 

(a)   Conmanding Officer, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion 

No Chango 

Battalion Executive Officer (b) 

Outgoing:    LTC Jarnos J. Ransbotham 
Incoming:    MAJ Giffon A. Marr 

(0)    Battalion S-l/Adjutant 

Outgoing:    CPT John D, Hoskinson 
Incondngt   CPT William M, Waltorhoefer 

(20 Fob 6?) 

(12 Fob 69) 

Outgoing:    CPT William M. Waltorhoefer   (10 Mar 60) 
Incnmingt   CPT Carlos M. Inacio 

(d) Battalion S-2 

No Chango 

(o) Battalion S-3 

Outgoing» MAJ Giffon A. Marr 
Incnmingt MAJ Samny L. Childs 

(20 Fob 69) 

(f) Battalion S-4 

No Chango 
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(g)   Connandlng Of floor, HHC, U5th Cbt Avn Bh 

No Chango 

(h)   Commnding Of floor, 68th Avn Co (Aalt Hol) 

No Chango 

(1)   Connandlng Offioor, lieth Avn Co (Aalt Hol) 

No Change 

(j)    Coomndlng Officer, 190th Avn Co (Aalt Hol) 

No Chango 

(k)    Exjoutivc Offioor, 190th Avn Co (Aalt Hol) 

Outgoing» 1LT Horbort D, I^ror 
Inoondngi CPT Robert Sataa 

Outgoing! CPT Robert fistoa 
Inconing: CPT John C, Taylor 

(U Fob 69) 

(27 Mar &) 

(1) Coiananding Officer, 334th Avn Co (Atk Hoi) 

Outgoing!    MAJ Charloa A, Edwards (22 Mar 6^) 
Incoming:   MAJ Robert W. Arnold 

(m)   Executive Officer, 334th Avn Co (Atk Hoi) 

Outgoing!    MAJ Saw IN Childa (20 Fob 69) 
Incoming!    VACANT 

Outgoings   VACANT (23 Mar 69) 
Incomingi    CPT Charles R, Ritzachko 

(2) The following are personnel occupying Bajor comnand and staff 
positions as of 30 April 1969. 

(a) LTC tC NAIR, Carl H. Jr. 

(b) MAJ MARR, Giffen A« 

... (c) .CPT INACIO^ Carlas M. 

(d) UPT JOHN, Charles E, 

(e) MAJ CHILDS,  Samny L. 

(f) CPT MANLEY, Rufua S. 

(g) MAJ Willnoro, Goorgo H.        3 

INCL CONFIDENTIAL 

Battalion Connandor 

Battalion Ex Off 

Adjutant 

S-2 

S-3 

S-4 

Maintenance Officer 

i 



CONFIDENTIAL ' 

(h) OPT BENNETT,  Uny G. 

(i) CPT LOCATELLI,  Stephon R. 

(j) MAJ. SUUÜHTER, William G. 

(k) CPT KING,  Robe L. 

(1) OPT COBURN,   Joorgo C. 

(m) ilAJ SAATHOFF,  Donald I, 

(n) MAJ BRITTON, John i. 

(0) m MURR1X,  HorshoU B. 

(p) MAJ ARNOLD, Robert W. 

(q) MAJ GRIMES, Eugone W. 

D. Pcrsonnol ■» Unit Strongths as of 

(1) miltaiy> 

Signal Offlcor 

Safety Officer 

Flight Surgeon 

Chaplain 

CO, HHG 

CO, 68th 

CO, llBth 

CO, 190th 

CO, 334th 

CO, 324th ASD 

30 Aorll 19&? 

UNIT 

68th 
118th 
190th 
334th 
HHG 
Scty Pit 
^30th 
520 th 

OFFICERS 

19 
19 
19 
17 
18 

0 
1 
1 

22 
24 
17 
24 

0 
1 
1 

(2)   Civlliant 

UNIT DAC 
im  Q/H 

68th 
118th 
190th 
334th' 
HHC 

0 
0 
0 
'0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

§ 

wo 

51 
51 
51 
39 

3 
0 
0 
0 

42 
41 
46 
35 

5 
0 
0 
0 

VN 
m o/H 

21 
1 
1 

13 

21 
1 
1 

13 

SM 

tmM 
218 189 
218 201 
218 191 
198 169 

86 103 
28 36 

7 6 
7 8 

TON 

49     49 

0 
0 
n 
0 
Q. 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
Q. o 

IUIAL 

288 
288 
288 
254 
107 

28 
8 
8 

253 
264 
261 
221 
132 

36 
7 
9 

CONTRACTOR 
4m Mi 

0 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 

o 
0 
0 

Si 
0 

V 
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April 19^ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
gains and lossus for Fubraary, March, and 

UNIT itauun MARCH APRIL 
auaa LOSSES flMM 

6 31 17 

iflsafi 

both ii 11 
118th 12 15 15 17 13 
190th 11 19 8 26 15 
334th 4 16 8 13 16 
HHC 1 9 6 18 8 
Soty Pit              C 2 0 0 3 
430th 1 0 1 3 1 0 
520th 1 1 3 1 0 1 

E. SocurUfiv 

(1) During thu period of 1 February 1969 through 30 April 19^9, onony 
action was hißh-lightod by two onuny contacts at Bion Hoa Air Force Baso. 
Tho first oontaot was on tho raoming of 23 February 1969 whon, aftor an 
attack ty firo on tho baso, an onony unit attonptod to ponotrato the 
Southern porinotor of the baso.    This particular portion of porlmotor is 
manned jointly by the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion and tho 3rd Security 
Police Squadron,    The second contact was on tho East porinetcr on 26 
February 1969 whon an oatimatod battalion of thu 275th VC/NVA Rogimont was 
dotoctod moving towards tho baso.    During the ensuing battle approxinately 
290-300 eneny troops ware either captured or killed,    Ipproadcately 9056 
were attributed to air action. Since that time tho eneny activity in tho 
Bion Hoa area has been extromely light and restricted principally tn limited 
harrassing attacks by firo, 

(2) The physical security in tho battalion was inproved significantly 
during tho reporting period,    Iiqprovononts included the construction of 
additional sapper bunkers along tho western edgo of tho ranp area, tho 
relocation of the listening post bunkers so as to provldo wider envcrago 
of tho arsa between Honour-Smith Conpound and the Ammunition Supply Point, 
tho use of Starlight Scopes in tho porlmotor guard towers, and the use of 
sentry dogs from tho 3rd Security Police Squadron to guard against onoty 
sapper attacks from the Wast against tho Battalion Headquarters and the 
rasp area.    Additionally, a detailed and comprehensive defense plan 
onconpossing all-around defense and increased defense in depth of the 
battalion aroa was adopted.    All of these innovations have served to greatly 
onhanco tha security and defensive posture of the 145th Combat Aviation 
Battalion's area of responsibility, 

(3) IncludÄd in tho defense of the airfield has been the "Totem Pole 
Flaro" which offers instant and effective perimeter illumination.    This 
innovation was devised by the 3rd Security Police Squadron of Bion Hoa Air 
Baso,    The ground mounted flares are used to give immediate sustained high 
intensity illumination in the event of an onety attack on tho perimeter, 
(Soo ORLL, Intelligence section, and Inolosuro 4 fro* details.)   Also in 
tho testing stage for perimeter Illumination is a new low intensity lighting 
system constructed of two inch water pipe and mini-gun ammunition boxes 
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mounting 200 watt bulbs,   Thi« syetom will pmvldo for low intonaity 
Illumination up to 100 notora out on tho poriioDter«    Tlilu syaton la alao 
being oonatructod and toatod by tho 3rd Security Pr'lico Squadron around 
tho entire Bion Hoa Air Baao porinutcr.    To back up rind incroauj tho 
effeotivoneaa of tho above nontionod llluainatlon improvononta, Fire-fly 
toaaB now porform a aweop of tho porimtar oach tltB thoy depart and roturn 
to tho airfield on other nisaions,    Thia provldea a total of aix to eight 
porlnctor awoopa by Flro-Fly each and ovaiy night, yot does not detract 
from the fire-Fly mission,  itadf.    Tho awaap roqulroa approxLcmtaly five 
sdnutofl and ia acoonpliahod within tho Battalion Control Zone, 

F.   PimVgnp and TnüaLng 

(1) Combat Oporutlonat 

(a) The 145th Conbat Aviation Battalion onntinuos to bo coinuittod 
dally to tasks varyinn from diroot oombat support missions to combat 
assart operations.    Tho battalion is normally oommlttod dally for tv» 
combat assault hallooptor conpanios, ono general support holicoptor company, 
and a varioty of armed helicopter missions.    Tho normal mlaBion package 
for tho ooabat assault is nine UH-1D/H lift helicopters, ono command and 
control helicopter, ono axlntonanco hullooptor, ono sranko helicopter and 
four artud helicopters fi'om tho unit's assets.    For Gonoral Si^pport nlsslons, 
the normal oommittBiBnt for support of III Corps and II Fiold Forcoa Vietnam 
is 13 UH-ID/H and two light fire toaai (UH-1C), 

(b) Tho 334th Aviation Compary (ittaok Helicopter), ono of tho throo 
all 1H-1G '•Cobra11 units now serving in Vletnasu provides tliroe Flro-Fly 
teams nightly to interdict sampan traffic on the rivors and canals in 
III Corps Tactical Zone.   Thoy alao afford defense of tho Saigon, long 
Blah and Bion Hoa oomplexos. 

(c) The 334th also supports  the 51st LRP company with  two light fire 
teams on a   24 hour a day basis.    In addition, they provide arnod osoort 
missions as required by II Flold Forces AAS and 145th Cbt Avn Bn B.0,C. 
As such, they aro called upon to augnsnt tho armsd helicopter capability 
of the assault conpanios daring contact situations.    Because of tho 
greater spoed. paylead and endurance, this   augnontatlon can be extremely 
valuablo to the Air Mission Comnandars, 

(2) Counter Mortart 

(a)    The Bien Hoa Air Base was subjected to enecy rockot/mortar fire 
on five occasions during this reporting period.    These attacks occurred 
as shown below; 

r 

DABS/TDß 

230210 February 

230555 February 

232105 February 

NUMBER OF ROUNDS 

5^ 

DAMAGE TO BN AREA 

Minor Damage - 2 Buildings 
Light Damago - 1 AH-1G 

None 

None 

CONFIDENTIAL 



i 
DAlS/TlJft 

290220 March 

312347 fcir«h 

CONFIDENTIAL 
NUMüER ÜF ROUNDS DA^CE TO HN AREA 

6 Nono 

u None 

(b)    During thia roporting period,  the H5th Combat Aviation Battalion 
rotainad tho roaponsibllity of priaxry connnnd and control of all orrtd 
helicopter light fire toana utilized in aupport of Oplan Chocknato in the 
Bien HoaJiOng Binh oonplox,    A oonmnd and control helicopter is flown 
nightly to rooonnoitor tho entire comxlox within tho battalion's area of 
roaponaibility and then remains on a 5 minute atandhy from 2100 hrs until 
O600 hra each ni^it, 

(3)    Trainingi 

(a) During thia reporting period thu aaaignad training task for VNAF 
UH-1 transition training has inoreaaod threefold.    As rej)ort«d in the 
previous ORLL, six VNAF pilota (1. staff officer and 5 pilots) undorwent 
transition training in tho UH-1D 'dnd two aviatora in tne UH-lC armod 
halicoptor.   Currently, there are 16 VNAF pilota undorgolng transition 
training in the UH-1D (3 staff officers and 13 pilots).   Tills significant 
incroaso from the previous quarter has placed a larger de'aand on the IP's 
and unit traning programas  however, due to centralization of ground school, 
all stutenta are rapidly tranaitionad and released to operational uissiana 
vdth experienced aviators throughout the Bett*lipn, 

(b) understandably, thia accelerated program has caused some scheduling 
problems, such as ahortage of aircraft and instructor pilota (these problems 
will be discusaod more thoroughly In Lessons Learned) aince training 
aircraft «re not authorized per so.   Only after all mission achcdalos 
have been mot ray an aircraft bo utilized for training purpoaes.    No 
associated reduction of Liiasions is possible oven with the largo increase 
In training requirements, hence scheduling becomes oxtromely critical. 
Once the initial transition is coqalotod, training progresses quite rapidly 
since tho trainees are comoltted   daily to operational miaaions. 
Students are generally quite enthusiastic and ooBploto their training 
program with a full understanding of airmobile operations, having flown 
aleost every position in the flight and a variety of general aupport 
nlasions« 

G,    Logisticg 

(1) During thia period, a long awaited Craah Invoatigatlon Kit, 
FSN 5180-903-1049, waa obtained tlirough 34th Group AMMD in Slagon, hand 
cariying through   the unit's supporting DSU dlrectily to AMMD,   Tho kit 
is complete in every raspect and has proven to be an invaluable aid during 
on-tho-sceno accident investigation, 

(2) Class V:    Unit basic loads are being maintained in accordance 
with USARV Regulation 735-28 and 700-7,    All unit basic loads for small 
arms and 7.62mm for ground mounted H-60 machine guns have now been placed 
on 1-^ ton trailers U> provide increased mobility in tranaporting annunition 
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to perluator defonaivo positions,    Tbiaa trailwre ai« all rovrjttDd in tho 
Battalion A3P tor itiaedlate doployuont by unit HB roqulrod. 

(3) Conatructiom 

(a) Oft 16 April,  196}, thia Hoadquortüra I'orwordod throu^i 12th Qroup 
to lat iviation Brigade a DD Forn 1391 Militaiy Conetruction Lino Iten 
Data to provida adsqviate watar supply at a prgsavire oonöistent «1th exiating 
roqulponant»,    Tha oxiating facilitloa are highly inacuquato and include 
boilers currently inoperatlw duo to low proasuro in tho distribution 
ayatom,    Thia projoot would provide water for oporatlon of future and 
•xLating facilitloa currently without adequate water supply, 

(b) On 18 March, 1969| Engineer» ftom the 159th Engineer Group began 
construction of two BOQ's adjacent to tho Honour-Sdth ooqpound for tlio 
68th Avn Co (Aalt Hel),    Once the construction le ooncloted, all of tho 
offloera and warrant offloera of the H5th CAB will bo located in Ilonour- 
Srdth Cot^ound,    The troop billots now occupied by officers of tho 68th 
will be vacated and beoons enlisted quarters, 

(4) During this period all H-60 oaohlne guns had tho bullet lacp angle 
nndlfled In aooordanco with MUO 9-1000-232-30/1,    This particular MV.'O 
applied only to machino guns with a serial nunbor of 77605 and lowor and 
onoe the MWO was comploted, an "R" suffix was added to the weapon Boriol 
number.    The MWO was aoooaplishsd by the supporting DSU. 

H.    Smi'Mty 

(l)   Aviation Safety Program   Th» safety prograa oontdnues as the 
rosponsibility of the oonnandar   and all notibers of the cnauand acbinioterod 
by tho Aviation Safety Officer» 

(2) Publicationst    The Aviation Safety Officer publishes a ^rmthly 
safety newsletter which inclades artiolos and tips on aviation safQty, 
changes in procedures, safety slogans, and a safety letter fr^n tho 
Battalion Coamandor.    Each aviation company contributes on article on 
safety each month and wide distribution is made to tho cenpanios.    The 
Aviation Safety Officer also nalntalns the Battalion Safety Bulletin   Board 
and prepares Battalion safety posters for appropriate display. 

(3) Safety Council!   A Battalion Safety Council conposed of tho 
Battalion Conmander, Battalion Bjooutive Officer, S-3, Flight Surgoon, 
Battalion Aviation Safety Officer, Battalion Malntonanoe Of floor, and all 
Coqpany CoiananderB, Aviation Safety Officers, snd Maintenance Offioers 
nsets asnthly to discuss problem areas with respect to aviation saffety 
along with reviewing all recent accidents and incidents occurring in tho 
Battalion,    Infomntlon discussed therein is later discussed at each 
coopany safety mooting, 

(4) Accident Invastigations Kitt   An accident invostigatlon kit was 
obtained through supply channels during the past quarter.    This kit,  which 
includes a Polaroid oanera and portable tape recorder, contains all 
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oqulpmnt nooesaary to conduct tho on-sito portion of tliu accident 
InvQBtlgatlon,    (Soo  th» Logistics oortion nf this ORLL for proceduros 
for obtaining this kit.) 

(5) Aocldontst     Thuro has boon an nvorall inoxHjaso in tho accident 
rato during tho past ninoty days altbougb tho fiscal year rate oontlnuas 
to bo below thu D "ARV and 12th Cbt km Qp avoragos.    Over 60 porcent of 
the «ooldonte vioio caused bj pilot orror whilo tho roioaindor wore cauaod 
by ostcrlol failuro and oalntonanoo ormr.    Thoro have boon 11 major 
&roidDx\ts, no uinor accidonto, 3 Incldonts, 2 forced landings, and 24 
pro cautionary Itftdlngi«    Tho following Is a list of tfao accidonts and 
Incidents reported duimg the porlodi 

ACCIDENTS 

Lost Control 

Lost RPM 

Low sido  govamor failuro 

Engina  failuro 

Tbll rotor failuro 

Pilot not at controls 

Collsotlvo SI99VB boarlng failure 

Flow Into flag pole 

INCIDENTS 

Struck rovotoBnt 

Landed hard 

Damgo  to blades while hovering 

(6) The total flight tlM for tho reporting period is 29,087 hours 
for an accident rato of 37,8 per 100,000 hours.   Tha fiscal yoar rate is 
18,7 per 100,000 hours, 

I,    Sitmnl 

(l)    Voice Securet   Radio sots AN/PRC-77 wore issued to tho entire 
Battalion during this reporting period,    Tho capabllitlos of this rsdio 
will greatly inprovo the socure neans of ooanunications,    TtdB oquiprcnt, 
when used with speech scrocblor KY-38, will provide a portable, battery 
operated system which can bo utilized in areas that are Inpractical or 
inaccessible to a similar vehicular mounted sot, l.o«, guard posts, 
bunkers, etc. 
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(2) lAnd Lino Teletyput    Duo to a imrkod Incroaso In tolüt^po KDBSUCUB, 

it was noooaaoxy to acquire an additional tolotype sot.    With this additional 
tolotgrpo, ono aat con be utlllMd to prepare outgoing traffic In a pre- 
punohod form while the other sot la reoolvtng Inoonlog traffic.    This 
ellodnatoa the amount of tinu axpanded by an oporator wlio pruvlously hud 
to wait for the lino to be frea of inoomlng taasaagoa bafore ha could pr*pa3n 
the outgoing Esaaage. 

(3) ivlonloai    With tho liqpleBBntatlon of MKA'a, the 190th AHC was 
assigned an avionics dataohuent.    This allovlatod tho work load of tho 
dlroot support dstachmnt that had boon maintaining tho avlnnloa equlpuunt 
for both the 190th AHC and tho  118th ABC.    Thla new avionics toon has 
Incroaaed tho number of avionics tralood poraonnnl within tho battalion«. 
Tho addition of the 243rd Sig Dut which has beon assigned and tronsferrod 
to tho 190th AHC has greatly alleviated tho work load of tho avionics 
malntooanoe poraonnol.    This diminished work load has provided faster and 
more reliable survioo to tho avionics equipmont, 

J,    Awnrdp pnd Deoorationai    The following awarda and docoratinna 
wero processed during tho reporting period» 

SUBMITTED 

1 

2 

u 
24 

5 

34 

3 

2632 

AWARD 

Logion of Merit 

Silver Star 

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Bronze Star 

Air Medal with "V" Device 

Amy Conoandation Medal with "Vn Devioo 

Any Comoendation Medal 

Purple Heart 

Air Medal 

RECEIVED 

1 

3 

14 

11 

22 

4 

30 

13 

2749 

K,    Reat and Recuperation:    In an effort to better    facilitate the 
desires of each man in reaching his chosen R & R site, new procedures mre 
established.    Each company forwards, on the first of the preceding month 
for which R & R's are allocated, the nunfcer of seats to each location they 
desire based upon the request of personnel within their ooxapaxty»   This 
enables battalion, when allocating seats, to satisfy the greatest nunber 
of personnel and precludes needleas turnbacks of seats.    The nunber of 
battalion personnel going on R & R the past quarter increased to 280, 

L.  Piihiin Infftrmntfllnn 

(1)   The Public Information Office has broadly expanded its program 
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during the period 1 Fab 69 ■ 30£pr 49«   It uMtod with. rtprtMntati^ts 
from the New Xork Tins a, CBS, NBC, and tha Federal Republic of Qormmy 
TV netunrk, 

(2) Use of tho Battalion photographer waa expanded to include oovorags 
of aircraft accidente, vehicular aooldonta, orphanage visits, eelefcrlty 
visit«, pronotinna, award oarananlas, «aid w other official functions 
that are of interest to nambers of the oonnand, 

(3) In addition to taking tho photographs, the Battalion has on itw 
house capability of developing the pictures since tho construction of a 
photo lab oontaioing V» basic facilities nooeasaiy for conplete processing, 

(4) Conaand aaphaals has been placed on the Hoxaetovm Newa Release 
Program,   During this reporting period, 119 Individual releases wore 
aubnLtted to tho U. S. Amy News Release Canter, 

M,   CVu>r»1n|fw 

IM OCQASIONS inENDANCg AVERA(E SUNDAX 

Proteatant 20 433 22 

Catholic . (Handled by BHAB Catholic Chaplain and Facilities) 

Memorial Services 2 118 mm 

Religious Education 6 58 6 

Counseling 553 —> — 

Troop Visits 267 

Hospital Visits 26 

Character Guidance 
Loctvras 21 

Character GwLdanoo 
Orientations 3 

Inoountry Orientations 3 

N- Civic Action 

1321 

1065 

63 

(1) The U3th Contoat Aviation Battalion procured and distributed 569 
pounds of podiatrio foods and fomula to tha Tkn Hal Orphanage, Bien Hoa, 
Tho water supply of the Tan Mai Orphango was tasted, found to be oentaminated 
and corroctive waaures are being taken, Supplotaentazy potable water was 
provided which involved securing tankage for transportation and storage, 
A progran was instituted to avoid future contamination, and the spread of 
coonunicablo diseases among tho infants and children. 
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(2) At the ton Mai Orphanage, a program of oudlcal and dental 

visitation was eetabllahüd.    The oadloal program Induced dlagnosie, 
treatment, and proventative coaeurea,    Thu dontal pzY>gram inoladod 
fluorldatlon truatrnent,  dontal oxominatlon,  and providing personal 
Individual döntal hyiTion« Itoi«,    ApproxlmtoJy 150 infanta ;uid cliildr«n 
received aid throu^i the owr-all program, 

(3) The ohildron of tha Deux Mlnh Orphanage wore entortalnod at an 
Eastor ogg hunt and Easter dinner on 6 April,    This project WBB organised 
and funded by the 6£th Avn Co (Aalt Hel). 

(A) The 68th Avn Co (Aalt Hol) undertook sponsorship of the Dan Hlnh 
Orphanage with plans to provide personal hygiene Itoras and to give aid to 
their present construction program, 

(5)    The 190th Avn Co (Aalt Hel) aesunod sponsorship of a basoboll team 
with the Vietnamese Boy Scouts of Bien Hoa Air Base.    This program enoospasaes 
the provision of troining, equipment, uniforms and social functiona for tho 
boya, of whom approximately 35 Soouta aro currently involved, 

0.    Reenllataent Procrrm 

During this reporting period, vdth added command esphaais, the re-   . 
enlistasnt rate within this battalion has shown substantial incroasos in 
tho first term Regular Arny Ro-enllstaant and careor personnel roonlistmit, 
A program of closer coordination between the battalion career counselor 
and the company ro-enlietnont NCO's and an expanded ro-enlistment publicity 
program has resulted In the ro-onliataonta statistically depicted bolowt 

' 

Iffl mRHRA AUS PERCENT TOIAL 

Ellg Re-enl Ellg Re-enl Ellg Re-enl 

Jan   13 2 6 0 2 2 ^9% 

Fab     9 3 13 1 2 2 25% 

Mar   10 2 8 0 3 3 23.8* 
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II.    (C)    Sgctipn 2.    faUMM Lgarped;    CommtinderB Obüftrya^op.  Evaluation 
and Recommendations 

A.    Personnel:    NONE 

B.    Operations: 

1 Lack of adequate peraoml weapons for crewmemberB of the AH-1G 

a, OBSERVATION:    During the past year,  this battalion h&s had aeverol 
ÄH-1G (CobraÄ)    miict    or forced down in enenör territory.    There have been 
several cases when the crewmembers were forced to reimin on the ground for 
periods of time extending up to 45 minutes, anned only with the standard 
issue ,45 caliber pistol, 

b, EVALLV.TION:    The standard issue ,45 caliber pistol will offer 
very little protection ehould a crew be required to defend itself while 
awaiting rescue or during escape and evasion.    Due to limited space in- 
side the cockpit of an KH-1G, most shoulder fired weapons are too large 
to be carried. 

c, RECO^iENDATION:    That the U.S, Air Force C-tR 15 submaehine gun 
be a standard issue weapon for all crewmembers of the iiH-1G,    This weapon, 
being conpact in size,  would allow both crewmembers to stow it in the 
space available.    The CiJi 1 5 would offer sufficient firepower for the 
crew to defend themselves should they be foreed down in hostile territory. 

d, COMM^D ACTION: 

(1) ik command letter has been forwarded to the Commanding Officer, 
12th Combat uviation Group for consideration and referral to higher 
headquarters, 

(2) The 334th /.viation Company (Attack Helicopter) is preparing a 
change to the MTOE to include the CAR 1 5 as the individual crew weapon 
for the crewmembers of the AH-1G, 

2,    Lack of equipment for narking aircraft forced down at night 

a. OBSERVATION:    Dvring the month of Decenber, 1968, an aircraft 
from this battalion WF.S shot down in hostile territory during the hours 
of darkness.    Due to fuel requirements, the rescue aircraft had to depart 
the area soon after the crash occurred.    An aircraft subsecuently scrambled 
to secure the aircraft could not locate it upon arrival.    Due to darkness, 
a period of approximately four (4) Jiours elapsed before the downed air- 
craft could be relocated, 

b, EVALUATION: No provisions have been nade for marking of downed 
aircraft at night. Normal aircraft lighting will not suffice due to the 
necassity of the battery switch being left off, otherwise causing a fire 
hazard. Even when it is possible to use the aircraft lights, they would 
be visible to the eneiry ground forces thereby giving away the aiw.ra^t's 
position should the eneiry also be searching for it. 
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o« RECOMMENDATION! That «11 crewmowbere be Instructed to carry eone 
typ« of flashlight or atroba light that «an b« faotened to the aircraft. 
It la racoonandad that the light be aacurad in a manner that will allow 
it to be risible from the air only, 

d. COMMAND ..CTION: 

(1) All pilots of this comnRnd have been instructed to carry and 
utilise a means of narking their aircraft, either strobe lights or a flash- 
light. 

(2) Additional strobe lights have been requested and all companies 
are putting them in their emergency kits. 

3.    Difficulty «ncountared by ground troon« in marking enemy poeltiona 

a. OBSERVATION:    Numerous occaaiona have been encountered by all units 
of the battalion when the eneny situation and terrain made it impossible 
for the ground elements to properly nark eneny targets. 

b, EVALUATION:    Accurate marking of eneny targets and positions to 
provide definite target identification for the helicopter gunshipa is es- 
sential to eliminate possibility of injury to friendly ground forces. 

e. RECOhMENDATIONt   The uaa of a smoke round for tha M-79 Grenada 
Launcher would enable ground forces to more accurately nark eneny targets * 
The Increased range of the M-79 would greatly reduce the risk of injury to 
friendly personnel.    The accuracy of the M-79 would allow pin-point mark- 
ing of eneny positions without exposing friendly personnel to hostile fire. 

d.    COMMuND ACTION» 

(1)    The battalion S-3 will brief the American advisors to ARVN units, 
during his monthly briefing,  on the advantages of using smoke rounds in 
the M-79 Grenade launcher.    The marking of eneny positions In this manner 
will enable fire teams to place accurate fire lansdlately on the target. 

A.    Protection of avionics equipment 

a. OBSERVATION:    With the advent of the rainy season, avionics equip- 
ment will again be exposed to water and damp conditions due to rain showers. 
These conditions in the past have resulted in an Increased failure rate of 
avionics equipment. 

b. EVALUATION:    Units of this battalion have operated with the pilots' 
doors removed with extremely eatisiying resulte and greatly inproved vis- 
ibility.   However, a serious drawback has arisen during the monsoon season. 
If the aircraft remains on the ground during a rain shower, no protection 
is afforded the electronics console.    If water is allowed to collect on 
the console, an Increase in the failure rate of avionics equipment will 
result. 

c. RECOMMENDATION:   Each aircraft should carry a poncho or a plastic 
covering In the storage compartment.    If the aircraft is exposed to rain 
while on the ground, the plastic cover can be placed over the entire con- 
sole for protection. 
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d. COm^ND iXTIONt 

(1) A eonunand latter has been sent to all units of this battalion 
concerning the covering of consoles to protect them from ntoisture. 

(2) Unit SOP's will be amnended to reflect the requirement to cover 
the consoles to protect them from moisture. 

5. Ground commander^ alving mortar firing azlmaths in mils 

a, OBSERVATION} This battalion has noted numerous instances where 
ground unit commanders have given mortar firing inform tion to the sup- 
porting armed helicopters in nils. 

b, EVALUATION:   Aircraft commanders are In the habit of determining 
all directions in terms of degrees;    however» ground unit cosnanders give 
and adjust mortar firing Information in mils«   Misinterpretations have 
occurred on many occasions where aircraft connanders have been dealing 
directly with ground unit ooananders and have failed to convert nil read- 
ings to degrees.   Errors of this magnitude could prove disastrous* 

e, RECOMMENDATION:   All aircraft ccnmanders should be made aware of 
the fact that ground unit connanders use the mil system in adjusting fire 
and giving firing directions.    Point to Reraenber:    A request to the ground 
unit comnander for a readout in degnses usually will result in the desired 
answer. 

d.   COMM/.ND ACTION:   All companies of this battalion are briefing 
their pilots on the fact that ground units use the mil system.    Pilots 
are being instructed on how to use the mil system and how to convert mils 
to degrees. 

6. Rocket Safety 

a. OBSERVATION:   Many ammunition and rearming points are found to 
contain rockets with no grounding caps or shorting wires installed.    It 
has also been noted that common practice among aircraft weapons mainten- 
ance personnel is to disconnect the cannon plug leading to the rocket 
launcher when performing naintenance on the aircraft or the weapons syst- 
ems.    This greatly increases the possibility of rocket motor ignition Sue 
to static electricity, radiation from nearby radios or radar, stray voltage 
and atmospheric conditions. 

b. EVALUATION: 

(1) Proper emphasis is not being placed on rocket handling and safety. 

(2) The 2.75" rockets must have either a grounding cap or shorting 
wire installed by the manufacturer.    These safety devices are Intended to 
be left on the rocket at all times except when they are loaded in the laun- 
cher. 
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(3)    The lnt«rvaloMt«r portion of th« rocket ■yetev provides a ground 
for each rocket in the launcher.    In effect, the grounding cap or shorting 
wire is still on the rocket as long as the cannon plugs are connected. 
When the cannon plug is not connected, the intervalometer is not connected 
to the rocket and the grounding feature is lost«   The rocket is then sus- 
ceptible to accidental firiag. 

c. RSCOMMBOUTIONi 

(1) That publications pertaining to recket handling and safety be 
reviewed for proper explanation and use of grounding caps and aborting 
wires. 

(2) That all units insure that grounding cape or shorting wires be 
left on rockets until loaded in launchers and are reinstalled should the 
rocket launchers be unloaded* 

(3) That rocket launcher cannon plugs renain connected whenever pos- 
sible. 

(4) If it beeonss necessary to disconnect ths rockst launcher cannon 
plugs, all rockst« should be unloaded and grounding caps or shorting wires 
rslns tailed. 

(5) That all naintenance and arnansnt personnel be Instructed in the 
proper handling of rocket« and rocket safety. 

d. COMMuND ACTION: 

(1) K11 aviators, naintenance personnel, and arnansnt personnel are 
being briefed on the proper handling of rockets and rockst safety, 

(2) All units are inspecting to insure that grounding caps or short- 
ing wires are being left on rockets until placed in launchers, and are re- 
placed when rockets ars removed from launchers. 

(7) Flight Followine of Aircraft 

(a) OBSERVATTONt Several calls a day are received by the Battalion 
Operations Center from units using General Support Aircraft inquiring as 
to the location of the aircraft or attenpting to relay a message. There 
have also been occasions when Capitol Center has requested infomation 
concerning location of aircraft« 

(b) EV^iLUATION: As a result of improper or inadequate flight fol- 
lowing a great amount of tins can be lost by the aircraft and also by the 
using unit« Not only tine can be lost, but also a great amount of effort 
is expended by Capitol Center, ths Battalion Operations Center, the Company 
Operations and the using unit in trying to locate anv aircraft or to relay 
a message« 

(c) RECOMNENDATIONt That conpanie« require a backup system to the 
flight following carried on with Capitol Center which provides the company 
with infornation concerning their locatloOj lutentionr and shut down times. 
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This can be acconplished by flight following with the company,  on the 
conpany frequency, in a fashion similar to that employed with Capitol 
Center,    The same results can be obtained by requiring pilots to make pos- 
ition reports to conpany operations every 30 ndnutee, providing the nee- 
essary'infonafttion as listed above.    For aircraft operating out of the 
range of UHF, a relay using the aircraft within the conpany allows for the 
passing on of the essential data*   This system would enable the   unit, and 
subsequently battalion operations center, to have eonnunications with each 
aircraft, and be aware of their location at all times.   It would also en- 
hance the operation   oth ft-om the standpoint of efficiency and safety, due 
to the overlap in responsibility.   Aiy delay in ETA could be innnediately 
checked on. 

(d)    COMMAND uCTION:    All companies of this battalion are instituting 
measures to sstablish a systsm of flight following with their own aircraft, 

C.    TRAINIIC 

(1) ayrtiia Tr^toiffi o* wf mrt? 
(a) OBSERVuTION:    A requirement exists to train an Increasing nuefcer 

of VNAF aviators in the UH-1 series helicopters.   The training program eet 
up to satisfy this requirement has met with a nusfeer of difficulties.   Of 
prinary concern is the problem of aircraft availability.   This problem 
combined with connunicatlon lapses teve resulted In time lost and aircraft 
availability wasted. 

(b) EVALU.TIONJ    The first twenty (20) hours of transition training 
for the VMkF pilots is singls ship typs training devoted to basics, such 
as landings, take offs, hovering, steep approaches, autorotatlons, etc.. 
It has been found that the most expedient time to conduct this training, 
for all concerned, is in the late afternoon.    This is a consequence of the 
normal assigned mission times, which generally run into the late afternoon. 
These ndaaions normally utilise lOOJf of the aircraft available for the day, 
including a spare aircraft, if one is available.    It is luperatlve that 
the VNAF pilots are thoroughly briefed as to the next days missions and 
reporting times in order to be present for training as soon as aircraft 
become available.   Tims has been lost as a result of misunderstanding and 
lack of communication between the VNAF pilots and the personnel involved 
with the training and scheduling.   Every attempt must be made to take full 
advantage of aircraft availability in order to fulfill the obligation (to 
include the necessary flying hours) and thus allow the VNAF aviators to 
graduate on schedule.    It is necessary to enphasize the fact that a brief- 
ing sheuld take place each night between the k/C and his VN<'.F co-pilot 
concerning the times and places to be the  fallowing day.    This is to insure 
that the co-pilot is exposed te all activities which are carried out each 
day, not only during, but also prior to and after each day's mission has 
been acconplished.    (To Include all pre and post flight Inspections and 
checks, plenum chanfcer inspection, etc.) 

(c) RECOMMEmvriON: 

I That close co-ordination be conducted between individmls involved 
in VNÜF training, scheduling of ships and the VNAF themselves, including 
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uiotfe ladlvldual A/C» imrolred in th« nnt day1« training mlavion.   The 
priiwry purpoee la to r«duo« tlo» lo«t due to ahortage of aircraft, and 
t o eliminate ndaunderetanding« which develop aa a reault of the language 
turrler and      improper briufinga. 

2   That after the flret twenty (20) houra of flying* %*Jen the VNAF 
(-re aaslgned on nornal daily miaaiona (both direct combat aupport and gen- 
•ml support), training rniat be conducted utilleing the jaoot experienced 

(d)   COMMJID /kCTIONt    The battalion training officer haa lie true tod 
ail conpaniee to co-ordinate their training program« and ahlp scheduling 
to better utilise exLating but limited reaourcee in order to aohiera the 

I- aired reeulte of the VNAF traaalticn program« 

(2)    Inetruotor Pilot Shortage 

(a) OBSERVATION:    The accelerated VN/KF transition pilot program as 
MalX aa the high turnover rate in personnel, has left the battalion with 
• shortage of qualified Instructor pilots«   These instructor pilots are 
i < quired for in-country orientation, 90 day standardisation rides and the 
ilrst 20 hours of VN/IF training« 

(b) EVALUATIONt    To contend with the shortage of instructor-pilote, 
11 was found necessary to initiate a new instructor pilots course at the 

ttalion level«   This course consists of Safety, Maintenance, Aircraft 
ystems and ¥01 training in addition to a full flight program«   Flight 

Urne la on a proficiency basis with a minimum of ten (10) hours required 
on each model and series»   The battalion has also received two school 
trained instructor pilots from Fort Rucker«   These two aviators are recent 
graduates of the initial entry aviator course, who were selected to attend 
the instructor pilots course«   These aviators are well trained in the fun- 
damentals, however, due to their limited in-country experience, as well as 
the lack of knowledge of the potential local haoards (i.e. high density 
-Ititude, wot and dry season haaards, etc.) they are being given the super- 
vialon provided any other new in-country aviator«   All indications are that 
it will take approximately three (3) months in country before they will 
i illy qualify to meet USARV requirements as instructor pilots«   This is 

• vertheleas a significant reduction in the normal time required to develop 
an Instructor pilot (normally four to six months)« 

(c) RBCOMffiNDATIDN:    That Instructor pilots courses bo established 
at the local level wherever possible to better equip those affected by 
lacroasli« training requirements established within the various units« 

(d) COMMAND ACTION:    Initiation of a training course has taken place 
at battalion under supervision and control of the battalion training officer« 

D.    INTELLIGEICE 

(1)     PoriaBtor ILVyn^f-J nn 

(a) OBSERVATION: From past experience on this base aid other camps 
and bases throughout the Republic of Vietnam, it wae noted that there was 
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A need for 4 better "neth^d of inaWit illaiixutlon for tlie perineter. 
Becanae of the tl« ele «nt involved in calling for 'jo;-b»r «r ^-tlllerj' 
illaidjx.tion or for a flare aircraft, valuable ti^e was .^at in loeatixiK 
tlia eneny. 

(h)    fiVAL'U'i'lUN»    An innovnti^n,  tiia "Toter pole Flare", has heen 
used vnry aücceaafolly on the Bien Iloa Air Baae,    Ita inttant availability, 
relatively ai^ple conatraction,  us outlined in in^los'U-e 4, and tin anrruit 
of illir.lnation it providea oakaa it an invaliu^le aaeet to o>ir defense. 

(0) RECO.niENDATIONj    Due to toe auccesa a^hlevril witdi the "Totem Polo 
Flare" during the Februar7 poat-TET offenaive on bien Koa Air base,  the 
flare could poa&ibly benefit every Aruy roitplex,  ^ase and rooiprund in 
achieving instant and accurate periraster illuidnation. 

(d)   C0W1AND ACTIONi    The U5th Seourily Platoon haa given instructiona 
on the firing technique and vihen to fire the "Toteoi Pole Flare" to all 
perimeter giiards.    This prenludea the preooatoro firing and unnocesaary 
use of the flare, 

E. LOGISTICS 

(1) Security of rt-U or M-16 During Flight 

(a) O8SERVATIUN1    Canying of tha individual weapon, i.e. luU rifle, 
in the aircraft during flight can be hazardous an" porhapa mostly if the 
weapon is lost.    The need for a device to keep the weapon fixad or stationary 
during flight ia evident, 

(b) EVALUATION:    Several inetancea have ornurred in thia battalion of 
individual vwapona losses (tM4 & ^-16) from halicoptera during the conduct 
of rotihat aasault operationa.    In all casea tiie weapons involved have not 
been tied dm«i or attached to the aircraft.    Instead,  tliay have f-aen vjo^ged 
in between the aeat and transidsaion wall, or fit into aono siadlar inso'^o 
location.    In one instance a crew chief lost a rifle while sitting on it, 
and sabsequantly standing up to return fire with his X't.60 aachine gm in 
a hot LZ,   In cases where rifles haw been secured to the aircraft sy tlio 
use of twine or rope, this prevents the ready accessibility of the weapon 
in an e-iergency such as the failure of an rt-60 in a hot LZ,  thus requiring 
the instant availability of a seeondaiy weapon, 

(c) REOüwiJSNDATIONj    That all assault helicopter coopanies plcue on 
requisltton and install the M-U rifle wanting kit FSM 259f,'-'"'45-96l1. 
The kit can be modified within the sarce configuration to adapt the w-16. 
rifle.    If the kit is not available, a similar mounting arrangement can 
be imprnviaed and inatalled using parts (bolts, materials, etc.) available 
in most naintanancs supply hangars,    (See Inolosure 5) 

(d) COMMAND ACTIONi    AU corcpaniea of this battalion have "een notified 
of the availability of the H-H rifle mounting kit, with instructions to 
install it (or a similar modification) on all aircraft. 

F,    .AINIENANCE 
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(1)    Material Failure of thp   ColUctlv  Sl^vBaaring Set on th»   UH-1 

(a) 03SERVi4TI0Nj   An aviator flying an AH-10 helicopter of thle bat- 
talion experienced loea of collective pitch control, due to failure of the 
bearing package of the sciasore lever aesenbly.    The pilot loet collective 
control at 1200 feet, but vea able to land the aircraft by executing a 
povrer on autoratation and attenpting to zero the airepeed Just prior to 
touchdown.   Major problew were a high rate of descent and high RPM. 

(b) EVALUATION:    The investigation revealed that the probable cause 
of the failure of the collective sleeve bearings was inadequate lubrication. 
The lubrication instruction« and intervals, as stated in the -20 manual» 
for the UH-1  aircraft with respect to the «waahplate, scissors and collect- 
ive sleeve assembly are inadequate for existing environmental conditions. 
It was also realized that forced landings with complete loss of collective 
control is a procedure that is not normally discussed during safety meet- 
ings and pilot briefings.   Many pilots are not aware of what the aircraft 
will do if this situation arises, and are not familiar with ths procedures 
to follow in its event, 

(c) RBCOMMENDuTION» 

1 That all grease points of the svmshplate and support assonbly and 
scissors and sleeve assenbly with the exception of the collective sleeve 
splines, and collective sleeve bearings, be lubricated at each 25 hours of 
operation, 

2 Care should be token to purge lubricate those points which are 
indicated as purge points in Chapter 2 of the applicable -20 manual, 

%   The collective sleeve spliiies be lubricated by hand packing, and 
the collective sleeve bearings be purge lubricated at each 50 operating 
hour intervals.    In order to expose the upper and lower collective sleeves 
bearing seals, it will be necessary to remove the retaining wire and to 
slide the lower boot down from the support ring (C«C models) and to remove 
the six bolts which secure the extension and spline plAto to tho hub al- 
lowing the spline plate and extension to be raised, 

,£   That all pilots be briefed on emergency procedures to follow in 
tfe* event of complete collective failure, and In the problems they will 
encounter when those failures occur, i,©, high rate of descent, high RPM, 
etc. 

(d) COMMAND ..CTION: 

i All maintenance supervisors and mechanics have been infer med of _ 
the problems wMch can be expected when maintenance personnel fall to com- 
ply with lubrication instructions and procedures, 

2   A maintenance bulletin was distributed to all aircraft maintenance 
elements assigned or attached to this battalion specifying detailed instr- 
uctions and lubricating intervals for lubricating critical bearings for 
existing environmental condition». 
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2   *U pilot« tdthln th« btttallon h«ve been brltfed on erwrrency pro- 

Cbduroo na&ooi^ted with oolleotlve failures, and theae have been Incorpor- 
ated Into regular safety brieflnga and Inatructione. 

4   An EIR (Equipment laprovement Reoonmendatlon, M Form 240?) was 
submitted through channels In accordance with TM 38-750 and USARV Reg 750- 
20 concerning proper lubrication under local environmental conditions for 
the collective sleeve bearing aasembly on the UH-1  and AH-1G helicopters, 

(2) Ifateriel Failure of the Internal Snlinse on the Tall Rotor Gear 
B"K BrtU ^J-i"" o^ "H"1 *"<» AH«1G helicopters 

(a) OBSERVATION!    On two separate oocasions this battalion experienced 
antl-torgqme failure on UH-1D helicopters due to materiel failure of the 
gear box quill coupling«    The probable cause of the failure »as inadequte 
lubrication«   Inadequate lubrication can be as a result of izproper lubric- 
ation procedures and/or failure of the coupling seals« 

(b) RECOMMENDATIONt 

j_   That a one time inspection be conducted to ascertain that the drive 
shaft'hanger bearing«asaenbllee and tall rotor drive shaft couplinga are 
properly lubricated« 

2   All flexible couplings should bs Inspected thoroughly during the 
PMD« " 

2 That tall rotor drive shaft couplings and hanger ftssesblies be 
inspected and lubricated at every third periodic inspection Instead of 
every 500 hours« 

(c) COMMAND ACTIONS 

J_   All aviators and maintenance personnel were briefed on the inspec- 
tion and maintenance of drive shaft couplings and hanger bearing assenblies. 

2   A maintenance bulletin was distributed to all units assigned or 
attached to this battalion stressing proper Inspection procedures and 
changing the lubrication Intervals ftrom the current 500 to 300 hours   (Incl 7) 

2   A one tine Inspection of all flexible couplings was conducted on 
each aircraft« 

4. An EIR was submitted through channels in accordance with TM 38-750 
and USARV Regulation 750-20 concerning proper lubrication arri inspections 
scheduling for the tail rotor drive shaft couplings and hanger assemblies« 

(3) Aircraft Technical Insoectorsi   A serious problem of obtaining an 
adequate nuriber of qualified Technical Inspectors (IDS 67Y30, 67N30) was 
experienced during this last quarter within the battalion«    The critical 
shortage is evidenced by the fact that the battalion la authorized • total 
of I? Technical Inspectors by MTOEj presently« there are only 10 assigned 
with 9 losses projected within the next 90 days«    The anticipated and pro- 
jected replacement of normal rotational losses will not presently meet the 
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dwaand lnpoeed by the tactical situation and emdromnental condition«.   A 
letter waa forwapded to Connandlng Officer, 12th Confcat Aviation Group, re- 
questing that connand action be initiated to eetablish a conprehensive in- 
country course of inetructlon for the training of aircraft Technical It» 
•pector« by the 3Ath General Support Group at the earliest prftctloable time. 

G.    OROANIUTIONi    NONE 

H.    SURVIVAL, ESCAPE AND EVASIONS    NOME 

7 fcgl 

2. Aircraft Status Chart 
3« Operational Statistics Chart 
l.'Pflrlnater Illundnatlon ("Totem Pole" 
5. Rlfl-e InstaOLlation Kit 

-6i Msiwiewaiis« Bults^tw Ihw^e» 1 
^| Haintwanoe Bulletin Nuaiw^a- 
Incl  I,   6 «nd 7 wd,  Hq,  DA 

^ttSlHnC NAIR JR. ^   JT* 
LTC, Infantry * 
Conmanding 
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AVBACA-SC (13 Kay 69) Ist Ind 
SUBJECT! Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period 

Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSPOR-65) (RI) (U) (UIGt WCYNAA) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, AFO 96266  22 Nay 1969 

TOt Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, AFO 96266 

In accordance with USARV Reg 525-15« the Operational Report - Lessons 
Learned of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion, for the period ending 
30 April 1969, la forwarded. 

FOR THE COMMANDS t 

DAVID L. FORTE 
MAJ, Inf 
Adjutant 
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▲flBO-n-I   (13 UV 69)   2ad lad 
SQBJlOf •   Optratlonal ltp*ri of 145th Coabat ATlation Battalion for Ptriod 

30 Afril 1969 (BC3 C8f0fi-63)(Rl)(UICi    WCTHAi) 

04, m n FfOlCIT, AIO Um franol.oo 96266       3 JUN 1969 

THRUi    OOBMBdiaf Ooatral, lot Iriation Bri^ado, ATTNi    AVBi-C, APO 96307 

OoHMndloff Oworal» US Axagr lUtnam, ATTHi    AVHGC(l»T)f APO 96373 

Oo«MBdor-3k-Ohloff Ü8 Azagr Paoifie, ATTRt    OPOP-OT, APO 96356 

TOi        Aaalataat Chiaf of Staff for force Dayalopaent, DtpartMBt of tho 
Anqr, VMhiBftOBi O.C. 20310 

This haadqtiartort baa rorlovad and ooooura with the Operational Report * 
Loaaona Learned of tho 143th Conbat Aviation Battalion for the period 
ending 30 April 19691 with the following oomnenti    Reference paragraph 
6, Rocket Safety 1 on page 15.    Qhita reaponaible for operating Anqr 
Aircraft Logietio Area« in III CTZ have been instructed to take atepa 
to inanro that rooketa are stored with safety devicee intact. 

fOR THE COmf&HSEi 

S. MA 
1LT, AGO 
Asst AG 
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AVUAGC-0 (13 May 69)   3d Ind 
SU^JSCTi    Operational Report of U5th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Period Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS 03101(^65)(RI)(IJIC:    UCXUA] 

m, HiAD^iiranii IST AVUTIOU mnnä, ao 9638A     • ^ JUN ^
F
' 

THHDl    Corrxianding General, United States Amy Vietnam, kTi'V.i    AVliiC-uiT, 
APU    96375 
Conmander-in-Chief, United States Amy Pacific, A/Tli;    JPOi'-OT, 
APO   96558 

lOl       Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of 
the Amy, Washington, D.G.    20310 

* 
1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be 
adequate and concurs with the contents as Indorsed. 

2. The following additional comrr.ents are considered pertinent: 

a. Paragraph 1ü(3)(a), page 8,    This request for construction was 
forwarded to USARV on 18 April 1969, and is presently being staffed by 
ISARV and USAECAV for design requirements*    Project is dependent upon 
release of funds by DOD, 

b. Paragraph B6, page 15.    This headquarters is in complete agree- 
ment with this comment, recommendation, and command action.    Reproduction 
of this comment will be included in the next 1st Aviation Brigade 1-A 
Maintenance and Supply Newsletter, 

c. Paragraph F(c)l, page 20,    From all indications the recommendations 
cmd command action were in keeping with general Instructions of appropriate 
Ti;-20,s which states lubrication instructions are for normal operations 
and under adverse conditions lubrication is encouraged at more frequent 
intervals. 

d. Paragraph F(2), page 21.    Comment and action taken is deemed 
appropriate in adjusting the inspection and lubrication criteria to 
tiie condition of operations.    This comment will be discussed in the 
next 1st Aviation Brigade a-4 Maintenance and Supply Newsletter, 

e. Paragraph F(3), page 21,    As a result of action taken by this 
headquarters, USARV is instituting a Technical Inspector course at 
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AVBAuC-0 
SUBJECT I Operational Report of U5th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Period Ending 30 April 1969 (UCS CÜK)iu65)(Rl)(UIG: UCYI.AA; 

the AART School. It is anticipated that the course will conm.ence on 
1 July 1969. 

FOB TIB CuiiAhTUR» 

Pi 

W. H. PIERCE 
LTC, AÜC 
Atfjntanl General 
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AVHGC-DST (13 May 1969) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT: Oparatlonal Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Parlod Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (RI) (U) (UIC: WCYNAA) 

HiuADQUARTKRS, UNITED STATES ARM!, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963751 7JUN M* 

TO: Coawndar In Chief, Unit ad Stataa Any, Pacific, ATl'N: GPüP-UT, 
APO 96556 

1. Thla haadquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Leasona Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquartera, 145th 
Combat Aviation Battalion* 

2« Reference item concerning Inatructor Pliat Shortages, section II, page 
18, paragraph E(2); concur« To overcome the degradation of effectiveness 
occasioned bj current rotation policies and subsequent loss of experienced 
personnel in key positions, eonnanders are encouraged to establish training 
programs at the lowest possible level« 

FOR THE COMMANUURt 

td.DL. 
Cy furn: 
145th CAB 
1st Avn Bde 

C. D. WILSON 
ILL  ACC 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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GPOP-DT (13 Itay 69)    5üi Ihd (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of HQ, lU^th Cbt Avn Bn for Period 

aiding 30 April 1969, RCS Cff'CR-ö^    (Rl) 

HQ, US Amy,  ftioific, APO San Franoisco    96l?I?8 ^^ JUL 69 

TO:   Assistant Chief of Staff for Farce Development, Department of the 
Army,  Washington,  D. C.    20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs In the report as indorsed. 

FCR THE CCMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

CP7, AOC 
At* AG 
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PERIMETTO ILLUMIÜ.TION 

1. DESCRIPTION:    The 3rd Security PoUce Squadron of Dien Hoa -ir Base 
haa developed a night lighting device to provide inetant illumlmtlon at 
practically any given point around the perimeter of the air Base,    The 
device ia commonly referred to as the "Totem Pole Flare", which is ■ mod- 
ification of either the M^rk 21  or Mark 2A /drcraft Flare,   Once the "Totem 
Pole Flarrf" is fired, it will provide illumination of 1 ,000,000 candle power 
for up to 15 minutes depending upon construction» 

2. RESOURCES RBQUIREDi    Mark 21  or Marie 24 aircraft flares, gun powder 
(may be obtained from excess mortar or artillery charges), electric blaet- 
ing caps (at least two per device),  small plastic bags and tape (for 
weather proofing), wire and firing device from a Claymore mine, and a ship- 
ping and storage container - boob dispenser XM 468, PSN 8U0-464-6366 (for 
use as the shield) or 55 gallon drumB with interior painted white for re- 
flectivity. 

3. CONSTRUCTIONj 

a. The construction of the "Totem Pol» Flare" is begun by removing 
the plug from the flare container. This plug is located on the end op- 
posite the timing device of the flare. 

b. ufter the plug has boen removed and the parachute removed from the 
flare container,  use the metal cable to remove the flare candle from the 
container, 

c. Once the candle has been removed, the timing device should be act- 
ivated and the fuze ignited to preclude any accidental firing of the fuze 
which could cause an injury.    These first three steps should be accomplished 
on two flares in order to construct one illumination device, 

d. Next remove the plug from the candle opposite the end where the 
steel cable is attached.    Then cut off the end of the cable which has the 
cable attached and expose the magnesium of the flare candle, 

e. Take the second candle and again remove the plug opposite the 
cable end , however, do not cut the cable end off the candle,  only remove 
the cable, 

f. Once both candles have been prepared, place the candle with only 
the cable removed back into the aluminum flare casing»    Be sure that the 
end where the cable was cut off is placed down.    When this has been ac- 
complished, place the other candle in the casing with the expos ed magne- 
sium down»    This will cause the bottom candle to ignite once the top cand- 
le has been conpletely burned» 

g. At this time prepare the ignition charge by placing the gun powder 
into one of the small plastic bags»    Then place two electric blasting caps 
in the bag of powder.   Wrap the wiring from the blasting caps around the 
bag a few times to secure the caps in the bag, 

h.   Now place the ignition charge on the end of the candle protruding 
from the casing and secure it by using tape»   This  will also help to weather- 
proof the ignition   end of the device» 
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1,   Once this has b«en coBpl«t«d, wrap the r«B»inlng wiring from the 
blasting oapa around th« container and taour« it with another strip of tape. 
This conpletee the «onatructlon of the illumination device* 

J,   Once the device has been constructed, it is then placed in its 
position by placing approxLnateljr 4-4 inches of the containur (fuse end) 
into the ground.    This is dene so that the device la poeitioned within the 
shield.   At this tios the wires from the blasting caps to the Claymore 
wiring nay be attached and run to the position from where the device will 
be activated (i.e. a bunker)* 

4. EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENTi    This device has been used eucceas- 
fully many tines.    The most recent beli^ on the mornings of 23 and 26 Feb- 
ruary 1969*    On the morning of 23 February 1969, eneny forces attempted a 
breach of the southern   perimater of the Blan Hon Air Bass nanr the U5th 
Cbt Aim Bn aroa.    Once the fire fight broke out, two of the flarse were 
ignited, one after the other had burned out.     This gr.ve the friendly 
personnel instant and intense illumination on that particular portion of 
the perioeter.   This not only helped illuminate the battle area, but due 
to the intensity of the light, it surely acted as an added deterrent to 
the eneny.   Again on the nomine 0' ^6 February 1969» elements of the 275th 
VC Regt wero sighted and engaged Just to the sast of the sir bass.   Again 
the "Totem Pols Flares" wars used to provide instant illumination. 

5. SUMWJUft   Sufficient and tiuly battlefield Illumination presents a 
problem in areas where pemanent perinmter lighting Is not available or 
where power for perimeter lighting falls«   Valuable tine is sonstimss 
lost awaiting nortars, or flare ship« to pre        Illumination.   With this 
device, instant, intenee, and generally sufficient illuminstion is no* 
mors than 3-4 seconds away with only a squeeze of the hand on a Claymore 
firing device« 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons Learned,   Hq,   145th  Combat Aviation Battalion, 
Period Ending 30 April   1969    (U) 

I (Ttß* 'I rvparl —H MC/U«<T« ämf») 

Kxnortonces  of   unit  engaged   in counterinsurRency operations.   1   Feb   to 30 Apr 69. 
»    *urHO*itt (rininmrnm. mlMI» Inlliml.lmtl nmmf) 

CO, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion 

•     MCPOUT   DA TC 

13  May  1969 
7».   TOTAL NO    OF   PASEI 

40 
>6. NO. or «l r » 

• a      CONTNACT   OH  CMANT   NO 

6.    »KOJtC T   MO. 

N/A 

M.   ORICINAION'S   Ml POII1   NUMHLHISl 

692163 

»ft. OTMIH Nr.PORT NOISI (Any olhn niunbera Uiol -r>„r b* flgneJ 
Ihlm rtpotl} 

It     OIlTHIDUTION  >TATCMCNT 

■ I      5UPPLEMCNTARV   NOTC> 

N/A 

1 1      ABSTRAC T 
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\2.   SPONSONINC   MILITÄR«   ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C  20310 
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