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2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DLPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADCUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AFO San Francisco 96370

AVDE-MH 15 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 31 Jamuary
1969, RCS CSFOR-65 {RI) (U)

Comaanding General, II Field Force Vietnam. ATTN: AVFBC-RE-H, APO 96266
Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commanding General, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

1, (C) Section 1, Operations: Sigmificant A-‘':vities.

a. (C) Introduction

(1) During this reporting period, 1 November 1968-31 January 1969, the 9th
Infantry Division continued operations in support of missions and tasks either
specified or implied by the following Plans and Operationsl Instructions:

(a) JGS/MACV Combined Campaign Plan 1968, AB 143, dated 11 November 1967.

" (t) II FrORCEV/III Corps Cumbined Campaign Flan 1968, dated 15 December 1967,
(c) IV CTZ Dry Weather Campaign Plan, dated 13 November 1968,
(@) Operational Instructions for 4th Quarter CY 66,

(2) The wission of the 9th Infantry Division is to conduct sustained,
cocrdinated combined sir and ground operations to destroy Viet Cong (VC) and
Forth Vietnamese (NVA) Main snd Yocal Force units and their installations and
infrastructure in the TACI§ in clcse cooperation and coordination with Task
Force 117, execute ground and riverine operations to interdict enemy land and
water JOC and deny the use of their base areas and to destroy targeted Main and
local Fuorce unitsy conduct consolidation and pacification operations to identify
«nd destroy VC guerilla units and infrastructure and secure population centers and
10C 1in close coordination and cooperation with the Government of Vietnam (GVN)
forves; .conduct supporting ope:rations to further sssist the GVR pascification program
by enhancing the capability of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), Popular
Forces (PF) and Regional Forces (RF); and; b conte¥buting to the heslth and welfare

of the civilian population. The 9th Infantry Division has successfully accomplished

this mission by conducting operations in Gia Dinh, Long An, Go Cong, Dinh Tuong,
Kien Tuong, Kien Hoa, and Kien Phong Provinces.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-MH 15 Februury 1962
SUBJWCT:  Ope-ational toport of 9th Int-ntry odvijon for Poriod Ending
31 Januery 1 60, 203 © w067 (MY (V)

(3) Tha 9th Infantry Division wis involved iu conb t during every day
(92 lays) of this repo-ting p riod while ceniucting five majar overations that
cormenced, terminutoad, or continued during tho reporting period. 2poration KiDdl
torrineted on 17 Decabei. vn 1 Derexbor, (poration Sl 2:2DY 20 RESS commenced as part
of tperation ([UY&" CHIE:, .ni~h termin.ted un 31 Deceuwber, .:2sDI SAPRESS cortinued
as part of Operation JLi-l L.1% which commenced on 1 January, Operacions T.OAN
TiLbhG II and ¢ YST THaNG/OF&SDY b 53 re continuing,

(4) In addition to the sbeve .. .tod cprations, wn element of the 94k
Infantry Division, the 3¢ suadron, 5th Cavalry, perticipated in combat cperations
in the I Corps Tactical Zonc .3%<,. Ihe Jjuadron conducted mounted and dismounted
petrols in areas as designated. Troop U reined at Dong Tam end participated in
missions as assiimed by divisicn beadquarters.

(5) There was a major change in Aivision operations during the -eporting
period. This involved the cichange of miss ons und locations of the 1st and 3d
Brigades on 13 November 1,68, 1st Brigade, with four infentry battalions, no:
operates in Dinh Juong Frovince. 3d Brig:de, vith two infantry battalions and
one mechanized battalion, now operates in Long an Province.

b. (C) Orgagization

(1) Since 1 wovewver 1968, the following units have beon reorganized under
the new .tiverine KiOz. Tus iliverine ovganiz-tion was designed to maxi-ize an infon-
try battalion's etrfectiveness for .perations in inundated areas by eliminating non-
essential military occuvrional svecialties (103) und equipment,

Strength -uthorizations ore as Lollows:

Undt, P W Bt A6 @ EFFDAIE

34 Bn 39th Inf 37 1 716 814 728 19 Nov (8
5th Bn 60th Inr 37 1 776 814 T4 25 i'ov £8
6th Bn 31st Inf 37 1 776 814 A 25 liov 68

(2) 2ddit:onally, two irtantry battalions were reor anized under the
Infontry  ttolion, Light Infantry DMivision MTOE based on area of operztions and
mission z3sigrments of the division.

Strength -unthorizitions are as fcllous:

Init OFF Mo BN A8 G0 FF e

24 Bn 60th Inf 43 2 875 920 T4 25 Nov 68

2d Bn 39th Inf 43 2 875 920 44 25 Nov 68
2
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AVDE-MH 1Y February 190y
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Iufantiy Invieicu for Period Ending 41 January
1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (V)

(}) 4s part of the DA directed Stwndardizuation Plan, the following units of
the division base were reorganized uunder the "G" Series TOR.

Strength authorizations are as fullows.

Unit OFF LY 4 ALl 6o XY LATE
9th Admin Co 33 10 502 545 779 2% Nov £8
9th MP Co 9 2 18 18y 775 25 Nov 68
HHC and Band 18 1 64 103 15 25 Nov 68
9th S&T Bn 26 2 491 485 175 25 Nov 68
709th Maint Bn 3] 17 806 854 775 25 Nov 68
15th Engr Bn 43 p 9:6 Y72 775 25 Nov 68
HHB, DIV ARTY 38 1 164 213 775 25 Nov 68
HHC, 9th Div 61 - 109 170 175 25 Nov 68
HEC, lst Bde 217 4 S 128 775 2¢ Nov 68
9th Med Bn 38 - 333 341 775 25 Nov 68
9th Sig Bn 25 5 611 o4l 715 25 Nov 68

(4) The following unit was updated from the "E"Scries to "G" Series MTOE.

Unit OFF WO EM AGC 80 EFF_DATE
24 Bn 4th Arty 44 3 a7y 5% 728 19 Nov 68

(5) The following unit was reorganized as a riverine artillery battalion
to provide required support for the second riverirc trigads, the 3d Brigade.

Unit OFF WO EM MG GO EFF._DATE
1st Bn 1lth Arty 44 1 425 168 728 14 Nov 68

(6) The following unit was organized ¢ provide support for the second
riverine artillery battalion, the lst Ba, ilth Axty.

3
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AN 15 February 1969
SUBJECT: Oporationsl Report cf 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 31 Jenuu.y
1969, RS CSFOR-65 (RI) (V)

Unis OFF W0 B A6 G0 EFF_MTE
31st Trans Co 5 1 240 246 668 6 Nov 63

(7) Organizstional Structure = Iacl 1
(8) Rouster of Key Persvnnel - Incl 2
(9) Division TAOI - Incl 3

¢. (C) Personrei and Administration

(1) Ceneral Datas See lnclosuré 4 for information and stetistics concerning
the folicwing:

(a) Maintenance cf unit strength.

(b) Personnel Management,

(¢) Development and maintenance of morale.
(d) Maintenance of discipline; law and order,
(2) significant Activities:

(a) Headquarters Commardant: During this quarter the mission of the Head=
quarters Commandant Section was reduced. All major construction activity was
turned over to 9th Division engineering units. Only miror meintenance activities
are accomplished by Headquarters Commandant Section., Headquarters Commendant
Section sontinued tc be responsible for billeting and messing of 9th Divisicn
ueadquarters officers end for the soil stabilization, landscaping, and crainage
of the 9th Division Headquarters area,

(5) Tiger Scouts: The 9th Division Tiger Scout Program has made significant
advances., At the end of this reporting period the Division was employing 322 Tigex
Scouts. Pricr to this quarter we were allocating our scouts two per platoon,

Field experience has proven that greater continuity ana esprav uc corps are attain-
ed when a Tiger Scout is assigned to a specific squad. The ocout then works as a
member of a team, To provide one scout per squad we received permission from

USARV tc hire 117 mcre scouts for a total of 447. A boodby trap treining program
was started to instruct our scoute in detection and disarming of hooly traps
recently developed by the Viet Cong. The program was opegun to £id in reducing

the number of booby trap casualties suffered in the Iavision,

d, (C) Intelligence
Descripticn and Recapitulatior of Enemy Order of Battle,
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CONFIDENTIAL

SYDE. MH 15 February 1909
SUSJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 31 January
1969, RCS CSFULR-65 (RI) (U)

R R

(a) Uliscussion.

we b s il e

1 Gener~lt Tlis reporting period was broken down into fiva main periods. The
first period run from 1 November to 4 December 1968, During this time the enemy i
vas in the process of r-ceiving replacement troops and supplies, end, in general, ;
preparing himself and the population for the "Dong Xuan" or Winter-Spring Offensivee
The second period ran from 5 December to 24 December 1968, During this tice frawme,
enemy initiated activity, meinly in the form of attscke by fire, incrcased through-
out the Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI). There were coordineted attecks on fricndly
installations on the nights of 5-6 December and 12-12 December, Agent reports
indicated that anotlier jeak of activity was tc ococur on the night of 20-

21 December, but these attacks failed to materislize, probebly due to enemy fcers
that their plans had been compromised. The third period, cncompassing the

Christmas and New Year truces and running until 10 January 1969, wis another

period of rest, regcuouping, and resupply. There were el.ven eneu; violations of e
Allied Christmas 1.uce period reported in the TAUI$ but, in genersl, the c¢nemy
honored the trwce. luring the fourth period, from 10 January to 21 Jenuery, the
enemy completed » .econd phase of the Winter-Spring Oftensive. This phase consistcd
of an incresse of nttacks by fire on friencly installations and cistrict and provine-
cial ~a~itals. Do fifth phase, running to the erd of the reporting period, sucmed
to be .nother ureathing spell for the eneiy, perhaps to pirn for anotiir peak of
activity during the Tet holiday period. Throughout the reporting period the cncmy
wus keeping his forces as widely dispersed as possible ¢'id was ajter;tirg to ovoid
contect witk Allied Forces, On 25 Jamuary, however, a 9th Infantry Divizion LRP
team, operating in Kien ‘'uong Province, approximately six kilometers scuthwcst of VG
Island, made contact with an estimated 3 VC, Four companics of the 3d Lrigade
"piled on" and the contact resulted in 85 enemy killed. Captured PWs identified
the enemy foxce &5 an element of the K6 Battalion of a 320th degiment. A Hoi Chenn
from the sawe unit confirmed their identification, The substance of their
gtatements was that the 320%h Regiment is moving into the U.S. 9th Infantry Division
?:C1 with instructions to attack an urknown city. The subordiration of the 320th
Rezivent has not teen determiie?,

2 Llong An Province: Captured en-my documents corfirmed the enemy's intent to
remain dispersed and avoid oontact. Due to PW reports it is believed that
the headquarters of SR-3 has moved trom Binh Phouc District to Can Duoc District
in the vicinity of My Le Village. The battalions of $R-3 (1st, 2nd,Dong Phu;
265th, and 520th battalions) remain scattered thtoughout the subregion in
platoon and squad sized elemerts, The 520th bat*slion appeurs Lo have ¢ropped out
of sight entirely in Long An Province. The last contact with this battalion
ovcurred on 17 Octob:-r and the last report of the battelion came from & iioi Chanh
on 3 Novembur: “ince & Jammary 196y, a nuch:: of reports of a 520th battalion
.n Kien Hoa Province vese received, It ie nov emownwhether this ie a new 520th
battalion cxr whethexr the old 520th moved back to Kien Hoa, where it was ‘
originally formed and was cperating until June 19668. The enemy continued to use
the Vam Co Tay and the Vam Co Dong as major infiltration routes, but zlso began
to use the Bo Bo Canal as an altermate LOC.

5
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AVDE-MH 15 February 1969
SUBJELT:  Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 Jenusry 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

Slowly and with redoubled caution, the battalions in Long An were reinforced and
resupplied during the first part of the reporting period. On 15 lecember, a member
of the MI cadre of Can Duoc District, Nguyen Van Be, was captured, He was responsible
for making maps of VC commo~liaison routes in Long An Province, Information gained
fron this PW was exploited resulting in interdiction of known routes., VC resuppiy
activity into Long An and Go Cong has become more difficult because of improved
Allied intelligence concerning enemy LOCs and the US interdiction of these 1L0Cs
through the Navy's Operation "Giant Slingshot". The enemy has also lost some key
personnel, especially members of his rocket units, On 12 November tha CO, X0, and
a SGT of the Tth H-12 Rocket Company were captured in Can Giouc District, On 13
December, an estimated company size force engaged the US 2-60 Infantry Base Camp
in Tan Tru with 60mm and 82mm mortars, 107mm rockets, RPGs, automatic weupons and
small arms, This enemy initiated ground action resulted in two US killed and 45
US wounded. Some of the enemy's smaller scale actions were almost es deadly. On
6 January, a B/2-60 listening post was attacked by an estimated VC platoon in what
was described as & very thoroughly racounned effort, Attacking from two directions,
the enemy killed three US soldiers and three Popular Forces soldiers. After the
thirty minute fire~-fight, the c¢nemy force withdrew to the north. Toward the end of
the reporting period, however, even friendly initiated incidents had decrezsed
significantly, On the other hend, recounaissance continued to show signs of enemy
activity,

3 Dinh Tuong Province: The enemy continued to feel the pressure of Allied
operations throughout the province. Base Area 470 was no longer a relatively safe
area for the seven battalions (261A, 261B, 263, 267B, Kien Phuong 502, 5144 and
514C) which use it as a refuge. Exomples of this pressure are plentiful. On 23
December, elements of the lst Brigade rendered combat ineffective two local guer-
rilla units in a contact near Cai Nua, Forty-six VC lost their lives and eight
Pws were captured., On the night of 6-7 January, nine kilometers southwest of Long
Hiep, the 1lst Brigade killed 52 VC, Documents captured in the area identified the
unit as the Kien Phuong 502 VC battalion. On 14 January, CIDG elements killed 96
VC and ceptured two FWs in southwesteirn Base Area 470; one of the PWs identified
the unit contacted as the 261B Main Force Battalion. That same day elements of the
3=39 Infantry killed 19 VC of en unidentified unit three kilometers northwest of
Cai Lay. There was excellient coordination between the 2-39 Infantry and Giao Duc
District forces in combined operations in southwestern Base Area 470, On 24 De-~
cember, a Hoi Chanh agreed to lead US troops to a VC PW camp in Cai Be District,
which allegedly contained a US prisoner. Troops were inserted and the VC reportedly
decoye:d them to the west, while they moved the prisoner to the east., The opera=-
tion was terminated because of the Christmas Truce. On 12 January, a mine exploded
under vhe Long Dinh Bridge, destroying 15% of the bridge. On 13 Jenuary, 44th
Special Tactical Zone elements captured 45 107mm rocket rounds and one twelve-
tube 107mm rocket launcher. A PW captured during the operation conducted in Kien
Phuong Province stated that the rockets snd launcher were bound for Dinh Tuong
Province,

6
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AVDE-MH 15 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 31 January
1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

There have bzen no indications of 107mm rockets used in that Frovince. Three
PWs were captured in western Dinh Tuong on 25 December, 28 December, and 17
January. They have stated that they were from the 7?73nd battalion. One of

the Pwe stated that the 273 battalion wes supposedly formed in December

lyoo, Since 10 January; the encmy hos it pped up his utticke by fire, with the
My Tho-Dong Tam-Vinh Kim area being the privary target. On 25 Jenuary, an
estimated two VC companies atticked the 174th Rl Company compound, vic XS 5054,
with 60-70 RPG rounde; 100 ¢2mm mortar rounds, small arms and sutomatic

weapons, The W force ciosen to wrtnin 100 meters of the perimeter with one VC
penetrating the wire betore he w3 kiised, Uhis attick was the largest anda most
intense attack on a military installation during the past four months and may have
been staged in an eftort to relieve the pressure being applied by Allied torces
in vestern Dinh Tuong.

Go Long rrovince: Enemy activity in Go Cong Province decreased further
from the low level of the previous reporting pericd, The 514B battalion remains
in western Go Cong, but has not been active. Enemy initiated activity hss been
limited to two or three c‘<acks by fire and one or two terrorist incidents.

It appesrs that an agsr-ssive Revolutionary Development Program has severely dis~
rupted the local infras*:mcture. Provincial forces in Go Cong have

coordinated with Long An :rovincial Officals t¢ hunt the VC in areas in long An
ad;acent to Go Cong. On 20 December 1968, the inhubitants oi' Dong An Village led
the members of a 9th Division Support Command Nitecap to a VC monument, which
had been staniing since 1962,

2 Kien Hoa Provinces The 2d Brigade's Mobile Riverine Operations
in Kien Hoa Province feve disrupted the enemy’s foross, lenisd sscuritv
in theif Tormerly safe base ares, the enmemy's oaly safe recourse was 0 mix with
the local papulation when Allied forces entered areas in which they were operating.
This tactic could cost them the suppcrt of the local populace; who have become the
innocent victims of contacts between Allied and VC forces. Occasional reports of

enemy activity in former Base Avrea 473 in eastern Binh Dai Distriet and former Base

Area 475 in esstern Thanh P District were received during the reporting period.

A new bettalion, the 560th, was formed in Don Nhon District in November 1968. There

were also reports that a Battle Group, called tne First Battle Group,had been
formed i~ Kien Hoa, This Battle Group is comparable to the Dong Thep I and Dong
Thap II itegiments and has ope-ational control over the 516th; the 550th, and the
560th Battalions. The heaviestloss to the enemy came as a result of two B=-52
strikes ir Central Giong Trom District cn 29 December which resulted in

25 secondary explosions. Agent reparts submitted after these strikes indicated
that betweeni 50 and 100 enemy were killed. The KBAs were probably members of the
516th Battalion. At the end of December reports of the 520th Battalion in Kien
Hoa were received. It is not known whether this is a new 520 Battalion or whether
the 0ld 520 Battalion had returned to Kien Hoa. It is believed that Tu Ket, the
political officer of the old 520 Battalion, is in Kien Hoa Province. As of 26

7
CONFIDENTIAL

e e g N




CONFIDENTIAL
AVDE-MH 15 Pebruary 69
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infan Division for Period Ending
31 Junuary 1969, RCS CSYR-65 (R1) (U)

January Base Ares 474 was no longer an official bese ares, but a nev base ares, 490,
has been established in central Giong Trom District and the panhandle portion of

S

T TR————

Truc Giang Distriot.
(b) Recapitulation.

COMBAT
UNIT LAST LOCATION STRENOTH EFFECTIVENESS
SR-2
9th ¥C Div
271 Regt ¥ of Tay Ninh City 1300 CE
272 Regt S of Tay Ninh City 1350 CE
273 Regt MW of Tay Ninh City 1350 CE
Cuu Long II Regt
6th LF Bn Ba Thu, Cambodia 300 CE
267 Bn Southern Hau Hghia 250 MCE
308 Bn Southern Pineapple Area 300 CE
26y Bn Southern Hau Nghia 250 MCE
32C MVA Regt
K~4 Bn Eastern Kien Tuong 400 CE
k-5 Bn Unlocated 400 CE
K~6 Bn SV of VC Island 325 CE
SB-3
1st Bn (506) ¥V of Rach Kien 250 MCE
2d Ba (508) W of Elbov Area 250 XCE
Dong Plm Bn Long An~Gia Dinh Border Vic
Hung Long (V) 300 CE
265 Bn SE of Can Giuoc City 150 KE
520 Bn W of Can Duoc 200 MCE
Dinh Tuong Province
1st Regt
261 A Eastern Base Area 470 300 CE
261 B Central Base Area 470 100 NCE
267 B Base Area 470 250 NE
24 Regt
203 Bn Western Base Area 470 300 CE
514 A Bn North Centrel Cai Lay (D) 300 CE
Local Forces
514 C Bn North Central Cai Lay (D) 250 MCE
273 Bn Southwestern Long Dinh (D) 220 MCE
8
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AVDE-MH 19 February 69
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR (R1) (U)

COMBAT
UNIT LAST 'OCATION STRENGTH EFFECT]VENESS
Go Cong Province
514 B Bn Go Cong Tri-border Area 150 NCE
Kien Hoa Province
516 B Giong Trom (D} 300 CE
518 Bn Co sized elemenv in E Kien Hoa 300 CE
55C Bu S ¢f Ben Tre 200 MCE
560 Bn (Poss) Northern Kien Hoa (D)
Vinh Binh Province
501 Bn NV Base Area 476 300 CE
559 Bn NW of Tra Vinh City 200 MCE
510 Bn Base Area 487 200 MCE
511 Bn N of Tra Vinh City 200 MCE
Kien Phong Province
502 Bn Southeastern Kien Phong,
W of Base Area 470 200 MCE
Kien Tuong Province
504 Bn North Central Kien Tuong 300 CE

Note: CE -~ Combat Effective; MCE -~ Marginal Combat Effective; NCE - Non—Combat Ef-
fective.

(c) Enemy Tsctics and Technigues

The enemy has continued to remain dispersed in small groups to avoid contact.
With this dispersal, there has been a further increase of booby trap and mining in-
cidents., However, this tactic has worked to the enemy's disadvantage on at least
two occasions during the reporting periocd. In attempts to evade US forces, the VC
have run into their own booby traps. There have been various reports of sapper units
heing trained in bridge dewmolition. These reports have been substantiated by the
4estruction of minor bridges in the TAQOI, presumably as practice rums. On <1 De-
cember, at the Tan An Bridge, members of the 648th RF Company killed two VC in the
Vam Co Tay River and captured a third., A raft was found with 24 cans, each con-
taining 60-70 1bs of Chicom block TNT. The initiating charge was 10 1lbs of US C4
sensitized with 24 non-electrical blasting caps. The primary detonators were four
Soviet chemical delay devices with approximately 18 minute delay capability.. The
eremy destroyed 1% of the Long Dinh Bridge on 12 January, Om two separate

ccasions these have been attempts to use 107mm rockets in a direct tire mode. On
:4 December, the 2-60th Infantry sweeping the perimeter of their Base Camp at Tan
“ru after a contact the previous evening, discovered six 10Tmm rockets affixed to
amboo poles and peinted directly into the camp. Two of the rocket motors were
urned out. On 28 December, 5-60th Infantry elements at Can Giuoc found five 107mm

9
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AVDEMH . Fabruery 1969
5'iLJEI: Op-ra'ional iloport of 9th Infentry Division for Fericd Inding
31 Jenuery 1969, &S C3¥065 (R1) (U)

rockots on barboo leunching ctakes aimed at *ha 5-60 Infentry Base Cup, aid a
sixth rocket wrc:ped in matting and vith launching stakes. peardby. These are the
first known atierpts to use the 107mm rccket in direct fire mode. The enemy hre
also become more sophisticated in his use of mortars. He consistently emplaces his
mortars so that mortar flashes are difficult to detect from the air and the

moise difficult to pinpoint on the ground. Also there are reports of boat

hunter teams operating in Kien Hoa Province. These teams are presumably armed with
rFG's, Ful0 and E=41 rockets. Their mission is to attaci: US matrol boats oper:ting
on w~teri vs i the rrovince.

(d) Receritulation of Enemy Losses

KIA 3221
DET.INE.S 1507
PW 313
CHIZU HOI 58

CRM-SEXNVED WE:PONS (C/S) 22

SMALL ARMS (53) L3
A0 (rds) 6187
MINES 1920
GRAIN {tons) 8.925
SAMPINS 535
STRUCTURES 1829
BUNKERS 6074

(e) Intelligence Sources ~nd Agencies

1 Progras: continued during the reporting period in the idontific-tion of
Viet Cong Infrestructure (:SI) operating within the Division T:CI. The Computer
print-out blzcklist previocusly compiled -ud wublizhed by the Counterintelligence
Section was discontiimed ih favor of the village study blackiiuwt, Under the
nev system, the CI Section mzintzins a card file conteining VCI names and releted
information for cach village in Dinh Tuong Province. From the:e files, VCI data
can be coliected and published as a villuge study.

10
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These studies can be more easily utilized than the former computer blacklist. Iur-
ing November and Deceaber studies for each village in Dinh Tuong Province were com-
piled and published. These studies contained information on the structure and se-
curity status of the village, a list of VCI held by the CI Section to operate in the
village, and information concerning shelter locations used by the villuge VCI, Sev-
erasl of these studies have already been updated and all will be updated as soon &s
more information becomes available. In Long An Province and Kien Hoa Province, the
village files which the CI Section had begun have been combined with files maintained
by the respective province PHOENIX Advisor. The CI Scction has a representative who
is responsible fer helping to develec village files, working with the PHOENIX Com-
mittee in these provinces. The vi.... :aintiiucu vy Long én Frovince PHOENIX Commit-
tee are quite extensive and viilc_. .tudie.s znd ctier information are available when
required for specific operations. The files maintained by the Kien Loa Province
PHOENIX Committee rave only recently been initisted and are not yet complete,

2 The CI Section, through it: contcet with the Province PHOENIX Committee, is
able to provide VCI targets for the Division., Targets normally take two foruws:
targets developed by the PHOENIX Committee through the Vietnamese agencies; and tar-
gets developed by the CI Section., The PHOENIX targets are usually of a perishable
or immediate nature, whereas the CI Section targets are long-range and the result of
detailed anslysis of availeble information. In either case, when the potentiesl tar-
get information beccmes available, the CI Section will immediately begin compilztion
of a target folder. These folders contain all intelligence information availible on
the target which the CI Section maintains in its files, such as VCI personalities
and suspected shelter locations. When the target folder is fully developed, the CI
Section will pass it to G2 or to the Brigade S2 for reaction. By the use of these
folders, both the gquality and success of VCI elimination operation should improve.

3 The Dxvisicn Interrcgstion Section processed 1507 detainees. Of this
total, 303 were classified Innocent Civilians; 833 were classified Civil De-
fendents, 313 were classifieda PW, and 58 were clas.ified Hoi Chenhs, In addition,
the section processed 294 batches of captured documents, 273 of which were of tacti-
cal value. The section also processed approximately 1142 pounds of captured mater-
ial, consisting primarily of medical supplies and Viet Cong clothing ¢nd equipment.

4 Long Range Patrol Activities

During the reporting period, Company E, 50th Infantry (LRP) continued to perform
its mission of harassing and interdicting the Viet Cong deep within the Mekong Delta
Base Areas to provide a more extensive coverage within the TAOI. Division LRPs were
deployed from forward lccations: two eight-man pztrols were employed from lst
Brigade Base Camp at Fire Support 3ase lloore in Dinh Tuong Province; two eight-man
patrols were aboard the MRF in Kien Hoa Frovince; end two eight-man patreols were
besed at the 3d Brigade Forward CP at Ter in in Long fn Province, OCne i t-mcn
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patrol, based at Nha Be, continued its mission of waterway reconnaissance along
the Song ¥ha Be. The Company (-) remained at Division Main at Dong Tam. 217
patrols were conducted during the reporting period with contect developed 102
tines. There was & marked increase in reactions to LRP sightings during the
period, Cf the 101 sightings during the reporting period, Division reacted with
artillery, air, and ground forces on 84 occasions. Ome of the largest single
ocontacts within the Divieion during the period came as a direct result of a
reaction to a LRP sighting. On the evening of 29 November, a Long Range Patrol
inserted west of Cam Son (V), Cai Be (D) Dinh Tuong Province and sighted an enemy
force. The team immediately reported the sighting. Troop insertions were made
at first light and contact broke four hours later. Results were 84 Viet Cong
killed and 7 PV taken. Long Range Patrols were credited with 67 VC KIA (BC) and
11 MF/IF W captured during the period. IRPs and a Division Tracker Team were
credited with uncovering a cache of 14 AK-47s, 34 82mm rds, 30 REG rds, 35 AK-47
magazines; 36 sets of web gear, 6 cans of MG links and one case 7.62 smmunition.

5 Aerial Surveillance and Reconnaissance

During the reporting period, infra-red and SLAR sensors contimued to detect
approximately 20 targets each night. More effective use of aerial photography
for intelligence targeting was achieved during the period. Aerial photoszuphy
was proven useful in the Accelerated Pacification Campaign for gonfirming
locations oi atructures used by VC infrastructure. The major innovation during
this period was creation of a division targeting section comprised of G2 Air
personnel, One additiomal EM was required for the project, bringing the
strength of the G2 Air section to two officers and three EM, The targeting section
has the responsibility, previously assigned to G2 Plens, G3 Air, and G2 Air, for
recommending targets for TAC Air, artillery, and B=52 strikes and providing intel=~
ligence as desired by G2, G3 and subordinate units. Target recommendations are made
utilizing a "target booklet" consisting of 21 1:50,000 scale maps of the TAOI with
6 drops for each map. The booklet is assembled as follows, using clear acetate and
the most transparent tracing paper available:

Base Map - Installaticns from Imagery Interpretation Reports.

Tracing Paper, 1 drop -~ Red Haze (infra-red) readouts for 12 month period. For
CY 1968, only eight months were available.

Tracing Paper, 1 drop - SLAR readouts for 12 months. For CY 1968, only eight
months were available,

Acetate; 4 dropa - The 9th Inf Div INTSUMs are plotted weekly, thus providing
a one month coverage of enemy contacts, agent reports, PW and detainee readouts,
ground surveillance radar readouts, and sircraft receiving fire reports, By "piling
on" the information from the above sources for any area of interest intelligence

is derived for targeting purposes.
12
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6 Significunt Activities and Nevw Techniques in the Area of Aerisl Recon-
naissance.

2 The Imagery Interpretation Section, consistent with ita basic mission,
received and processed 204 aerial photographic missions during the reporting
periods From these missions a total of 11l Imagery Interpretation Reports
were prepared and distributed. In :esponse to specific requests this secticn
prepared 16 photo mosaics, 6 defense overlays, 6 target folders, 18 speciul

targeting readouts, and two hand held missions,.

b 184 photographic missions were cut and packaged with field plots for
disseminatici to 9th Infantry Division unitse.

¢ New Techniques. Targeting folders for Base Areas in the Division's TAOI
were assembled to facilitate fast, comprehensive briefing of commanders. The
targeting folders are composed of annotated photography with accompanying instal-
lation overlays. During November, December, and January the 9th Infentey Division
Chemical Section contimued personnel detection operations, application of Riot
Control Agents, and defoliation missions in support of 9th Infantry Divieion
operations,

(f) Weather and Terrain

the reporting period the weather contimued to have little adverse
effect on either friendly or enemy operations in the TAOI, The most adverse
effects on friendly operations were the result of "buffeting" of aircraft znd
air-cushioned vehicles, by winds of up to 30 kmots. Some limitations were also
imposed by early morning fog. However, these were generally negligible, the fog
norually lifted by mid-morning, Waterborme operations in smeller canals and rivers
must take the tides into account, especially if larger craft are being used,

(g) Enemy Capabilities, Vulnerabilities, and Probable Courses of Action
1 The eneay has the capability tos:

8 Conduct multi-battalion attacks on province and district seats, other major
cities, and military installations.

b Conduct attacks by fire and harass towns, village, hamlets, outposts, and
other installations.

¢ Conduct sniper and other terrorist attacks on key bridges, roads, RD pro-
jects, and populetion centers,

d Defend base areas and positions with local security forces and reinforce
with forces within four km radius,
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Move multi-battalion forces to attack positions at a waximum rate of 14 km

Disper<s rajor units into company and platoon sized elements,
Withdrew snd disperse his units at any time,

Wage politiocal and psychological warfare, tax the populace, and hold

Position Torces in forward base areas throughout the TACI in order to

The enemy is vulneradble to:

Loss of control/spport of the population.

Priendly superior artillery and air power,

Interdiction of the LOCs and loss of cached supplies,

Disclosure or capture of attack plans,

Detection by friendly surveillance devices,

A breskdown of his infrastructure by aggressive Allied actions,
Probable Enemy Courses of Action:

Intensify population control efforts by the use of terrorism.
Continue interdiction efforts on the LOCs with emphasis on Hwy #4.
Continue to attempt offensive action against the Saigon Complex.
Attempt to evade decisive engagement with US forces,

Conduct multi-battalion and smaller attacks on minor targets for propaganda

Harass and attack primsry targets by fire,
Continue efforts to secure base sreas and LOCs,
14
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e« (C) Operations.

(1) Therc .was a total of five major operations either initiated, terminated,
or in progress by thc Yth Infantry Division during the period 1 Roveaber 1968
to 31 January 1969. The enemy continued his resupply and reorganization missions
with emphasis on recruiting and winning the support of the local population in
contested areas. He further intensified his efforts to retain control of those
areas which are under his domination, The enemy has been extremely reluctant
to enter into decisive engageuent with FWMF and has remained in a fragmented
configuration, Airmobile assault, Eagle Flight, Checkerboard, Bushmaster, and
Cordon and Search operations continued to keep the ememy on the defensive.
Target acquisition by radar during the hours of darkness contimues to prcvide
targets for Artillery and Night Hunter operations. The enemy's offensive activity
wvas characterized by harassment of outposts, mining of roads, and extensive use of
sapper units,

(2) The following new techniques were implemented during the reporting period:

(a) The "Night Hunter Operation" was initiated. This is a concept developed
to obtain maximum, immediate results from night target acquisition devices such as
radar, SLAR and Red Haze. Once a target is located, an artillery TOT is planned
to cover the target area. An Air Cav Troop is scrambled and flies to the
suspected enemy location. The artillery TOT and Cav element are coordinated to
arrive over the target area at the same time, If the Cav sights a valid target,
they engage, and should the situation develop favorably., ground forces are
inserted.

(v) Night Search Operation: This concept provides night interdiction of
ensny infiltration routes and LOC over a large area not supported by artillery
fire. The operation centers about an air cavalry troope 4 spotter aircraft
carrying riflemen (Spotters) with starlight scopes is followed by a flareship
and light fire team, When the spotters detect a target, they mark it with a full-
tracer burst of rifle fire, the flareship provides illumination, and the LFT
engages the target. The aerorifle platoon, following the LFT, may be inserted to
exploit the target more fully or to assess damage, Ready-reaction forces, o include
artillery and TAC air, are on alert to exploit a large contact.

(¢) Sniper Program: An active sniper training program was initiated.
Snipers are equipped with match grade M-14 rifles with starlight scope or adjust-
able ranging telescope (ART). As of 31 January, the sniper teams in the divisicn
have killed a total of 91 VC in 65 separate contacts.
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(3) Combat Operations:

(a) TOAN THANG II. The 1st Brigede continued Operation TOAN THANG II in
Long An Province with three infantry battalions (2-39, 3-39, 2-60) and cne
mechanized battalion (2-47). The 2-47 Inf (Mech) performed the mission of road,
bridge, and convoy security along Highwry 4. From 31 October to 3 Movember,
elements of the 3-39th Inf, gunships and scout ships of A Troop 3-17th Cav, and
b-tteries of the 2-4th Artillery con:iucted Night Hunter operations east of Can
Giwoo, Rercting to radar sightings snd engaging targets under illumination, the
neneuver elements of the 3-39th ard 3-17th Cav accounted for 47 VC (BC) and
11 Sempans., On 13 November, the 3d Brigade assumed responsivility for Cperetion
TO:N TilNG I1 with 2-47 Inf (Mech), 2-60 Inf, gnd 5+60 Inf.. 3»39 Inf beceme OPCON
to 1st Brigade in Dinh Tuong Proviice on 2/ November 1968, Sporadic contsct con=
tinuea tnrougnout the remainder >f November yith the folloving results: 226 VC
(BC) and 37 P4, Contact by elements of the -3d Brigede with small groups of enemy
resulted in 26 killed on 6 December and 33 .killed on the 7th of December, at g
cost o 1 US KHA. On 130300 December, the Viet Cong "runched an attack by fire
against the base camp of the 2-60 Inf at Tan.Tru, vic XS 669631, which lasted
tpproximately three hours. Results were 33 NVA ldlled (BC) and 2 US KHi with 45
WHi. The enemy remained fragmented in small gr-ups during the month of December,
rcsulting in sporadic contact. On 25 January Campanies C and D, 5-60 Inf, made
contact vic X8435680 with en estimeted enemy company. Companies A, B, and D, 2-60
Inf were inserted to seel the area with artillery, air strikes, and Air Cav support-
ing. Contact continued on 26 January as the area was swept. Final results were
78 VG (3C), 2 HC and 2 F4. Thz 1st and 3d Brigades condudted operations from
1 Novembar 1968 to 31 January 1969 in support of the Accelerated Pacification
Cempeign. The following operations were conducted to up-grade the 41 target
hamlets in Long An Frovince: 403 combat operations, 450 ICAP, 232 MEDCAF, and
195 P3YCF operations. The following ere the cumul:tive results of TCAN TH.NG II.

FRIZNDLY LO3SES: 204 US KHA, 1198 US WHA,
ENEMY LOSSES: 2671 VC KIA, 182 PW, 30 'IOI CHANH,

(b) JLYBT CiJiN: The 9th Infantry Division continued Opersticn JUYET CHIEN
with the 2d erd 3d trig-des in Dinh Tucrg and Kien Hoa Province. Task Organ-
ization ccnsisted of the 3-47 Inf and 4=47 Inf in the 24 Brigade, end 1-16 Inf
(ledesimated 5-50 Inf) end 6-31 Inf in the 3d Brigade. 0. 13 November, thefjst
Brigade rornleced 3d Brig-de in Dinh Tuong Province. On 1, November, Co's B and
G 4=3v inf initiated Checkerboard Cperations northwest of My Phuoc Tay. During
the nicnt cf 14 lovember, 27 enemy were killed attempting to infiltrate by sampan
aTthiy ®rnals.
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On 23 November, Co's A,C, and D of 6~31 Inf, supported by A Troop, 3~17
Cav, made contact with an estimated VC Company west of Cai Lay (X81249S. Co A
made the initial contact and was supported by artillery, airstrikes, and Air

Cav while Co's C and D were rapidly inserted into the contact urc.. [wo aire
strikes and supporting artillery were directed into the arca while thu: companies
moved into the contact area supported by the Air Cav, The results {or. the
operation were 51 VC (BC), 1U PWw, © individucl cna 1 crew served weepon. captured
with 30 motorized sampans, and 70 structures destroyed. On 30 November A Trp,
3-17 Cav, supporting 2-39 Inf airmobile operations, made a contact with an
estimated VC company north of Cai Be (XS 1945)s 4 Trp engaged a number of VC

in the open while Co's A and D were rapidly inserted into the contact area, Co D
was inserted to the north of the contact and Co A to the south. Supported by Air
Cav,; Co's A and D cloeed intc the area of contact, trapping approximately 30 VC
in the open. 4t the completion of a sweep of the area, the two rifle companies
and A Trp accounted for 86 VC (BC), and 7 PW. Thirty-three weapons were captured,

On 1 December, the 9th Infantry Division initiated Operation SPEEDY EXPRESS
as a part of Operation QUYET CHIEN with the four maneuver battalions (2-39, 3-39,
6-31, 4-39) of the lst Brigade and the three maneuver battalions (3-60, 4-47,
3-47) of th: 2¢ Brigade. During December no major contacts were established.
Most contac:is rcmained on a small unit level with company size units locating and
pursuing sguad and platoon size enemy elements. Night operations were successful
along enemy lines of communication, On 17 December, Operation KUDZU was
terminated and the mission of providing security for Dong Tam was incorporated
into SPEEDY EXPRESS:. Elements of the 9th Infantry Division conducted operations
in support of the Accelerated lacification Campaign from 1 November 1968 to 31
December 1968, The following operations were conducted to upgrade the 201 target
hamlets in Go Cong, Kien Hoa, and Dinh Tuong Provinces: 244 combat operations,
372 ICAP, 138 MEDCAP, and 363 PSYOP operations. Operation QUYET CHIEN terminated
on 31 December 1968, The following are the cumulative results of Operation
QUYET CHIEN/SPEEDY EXPRESS: US LOSSES 131 (40) KHA, 997 (312) WHA; ENEMY LOSSES:
2248 (703) KIa, 191 (65) PW, 36 (19) HOI CHANH, Figures in parenthesés sre in-
clusive totals for operation SPEEDY EXPRESS,

(¢) KUDZU: The Division Support Command with one maneuver battalion,
4=47 Inf, was assigned the mission of securing the Division Base Camp at Dong
Tam. This mission was accomplished through the establishment of platoon-size
bases and the conduct of extensive patrolling. Countermortar radar sets contimed
to be used to locate active mortar locations. The 4-47 Inf was replaced on 1
December by 4-39 Inf. The 4-39 Inf continued Operation XUDZU until 17 December
when the operation was terminated and the mission was integrated into Operation
SPEEDY EXFRESS, The cumulative results of operaticn KUDZU are: US LOSSES 28 KHA
and 336 WHA: ENEMY LOSSES 187 KIA, 41 PW, 4 HOI CHANE,

(d) On 1 Jaruary 1969, the 9th Infantry Division initiated Operation QUYET
THANG, OPERATION SPEEDY EXPRESS contimued as part of QUYET THANG. The lst Bri-
gade with four maneuver battalions (2-39, 3-39, 4-39, 6=31) and 24 Brigade:with
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three maneuver battalions (360, 4=47, 3-47) contimued operations in Dinh Tuong,
Kien Hoa, and Go Cong Frovinces.

During January, contact was sporadic as the enemy remained fragmented. On
22 and 23 January, contacts with small groups of enemy by elements of the 2d
Brigade resulted in a total of 50 VC (BC), at a cost of 1 US KHA, During ‘*he
night of 30-31 January, a Night Bunter Operation conducted by elements of the
1st Brigade resulted in 18 VC (BC) and 3 sampans destroyed. Eiements of ti.c
9th Infantry Division conducted operations in support of the Accelerated Pacifica=-
tion Campaign from 1 January 1969 to 31 Jamuary 1969, - The following operations
were conducted to upgrade the 201 target hamlets in Go Cong, Kien Hoa, and Dinh
Tuong Frovinces: 199 Combat operations, 213 ICAP, 107 MEICAP, end 90 PSYOP
operations. At the termination of the reporting period, Operation QUYET THANG
oontinues with 1lst and 2d Brigades. The following are the cumulative results of
Operation QUYET THANG/SPEEDY EXPRESS: US LOSSES 121 (81) KHA, 813 (501) WHA;
ENEMY LOSSES:s 1794 (1091) KIA, "143 (78) PW, 34 (15) BOI CHANH, Figures in
parentheses are inclusive totals for Operation QUYET THANG,

(4) The 9th Infantry Division contimued support of the Accelerated
Pacifiocation Campaign from 1 November 1968 to 31 January 1969. The goal of
this campeign was to improve the security of 1000 carefully selected harluots
thyoughout the Republic of Vietnam, Of this total, 243 targe. hamlets were
within the Division TAOI. Specifically, this entailed the upgrading of uamlets
with a Hamlet Evaluation Survey (HES) security rating of D, E, or V to a security
rating of C or higher. Support provided by the division is as shown under
Operations TOAN THANG II and QUYET CHIEN, and QUYET THANG/SPEEDY EXPRESS., Hamlet
status as of 30 September 1968 and 31 December 1968 is as shown,

PROVINCE 30 SEPT 68 31 DEC 68
HES HES

SECURITY CATEGORY SECURITY CATEGORY
¢ E X c2 E Y

Long An 1 34 1 6 33 8 - 1

Kien Hoa 4 24 - 45 34 28 - 11

Dinh Tuong 11 11 5 39 33 22 2 9

Go Cong 31 4 0 27 44 13 1l 4
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(5) Combat Suppart Activities.
(a) Artillery Support:

1 The Division Artillery firing elements continue to support the Division
operations in Long An, Go Cong, Kien lwoa, G1a Dinh, Kien Phong, Kién Tuong, and
Dinh Tuong Provinces. Timely and continuous fire support was also provided
tor the Army of Republic of Vietnam units, Civilian Irreguler Defense Group,
and Regional Forces/Popular Forces. A barge battery from the 3d Battalicm,34th
Artillery was pleced OPCON to Senior Advisor, IV Corps, and operated in the
southern Delta for a period of two weeks, sunnorting 21st ARVI Division operationms.
The AN/TPS-25 radar was employed as an integral part of the overall division
plan to search and detect enemy movement alemg the major infiltration routes to
Saigon and deep in enemy base areas, The AN/TPS-25 was also used ac part of a
coordinated team designed to seek out and destroy VC at night. The Night tunter
operations consisted of the coordinated use of the radar to locate targets,
artillery to illuminate the target, and gunships to engage the sighted personnel.
Paddy platforms were used by the 3d Battaliony34th Artillery in Fien Hoa Province
to provide a suitable firing platform for a 185mm howitzer battery supporting 2d
Brigade operations in the Giong Trom District.
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Two firing bstteries fros II Field Poroe Vietmsm Artillery, opersting ia.
long An Province, were used to supplesent the fires of the 9th Infantry DivisioL
Artillery. 4 detwsiled report of 9th Infantry Division Artillery operstions

and lessons lesined for the period is outlined in a separate rsport,

2 Artillery with the 9th Infantry Division fired s total of 216,614 rounds
of 105um howitzer, 83,963 rounds of .155¢m. and 74754 rounds of.8 imch howitzer -
ssmunition., A chirt retlecting s breakdown of rounds fired oy artillery is

atteched as Inclosure 6.
{b) Helicopter Gunship Support:

1 The 9th Avistion Battalion flew 3,481 gunship sorties. Missions included
escort for VIP flights, serial displacement of supplies, personnel and equipament
by carge helicopters, medic:l evacurtion, pecple sniffer, convoys, insertions
and extractions, and Firefly missions. The gunships provided support for units
in contact and defense against rocket/mortar sttack at Tan An and Dong Tem.

The gunships accounted for 54 VC KBA (BC). They destroyed 58 structuree and
21 sampans, Gunships damaged 27 structures and three saspans.

2 D Troop, 3-5th Cavalry supperted all division slements during this

period, previding an average of seven srmed helicopiers dsily. Missions
included reconnaissance, screening, and blocking operations. The Troop sccounted
for 256 VC KBA, 317 structures and 266 sampans destroyed, and three structures

dasaged.

(c) Tactical Air Support: The number of air sorties incressed slightly
during this reporting period. A chsrt reflecting ordnance experded and results
obtained is attached aa Inclosure 7.

(d) Strategic Air Support: There were a total of 13 B-52 strikes conducted
within the 9th Infentry Division TAOI during the reporting period,

(e) Naval Fire Support: Naval gunfire was effectively integrated with
artillery fire in support of 2d Brigade operations.

(f) statistical Operations Summary (Inclosure 8).

f. (C) Training.

(1) During the reporting period, the following training was conducted in
the division,
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(o) Beplacemant training.

(b) XCO Leadership training.

{c) Battulion refresher training.
(@) <cniper School training.

(2) Replacement trsining wonsiste-of five days of intemsive
orientstion in meny of the skiils necessary tc prepare an indiviuusl for combat
duty in Vietnem. The Reliable Academy, a provisionsl organizetion formed within
the 9th Infsntry Dlivision, conducted all replacement training during the period.
The Acsdemy completed a move from Bearcat to Dong Tam during the month of Noveamber
1968, snd new classroom facilities and basrracks were constructed to house the
csdre and incoming replscements., In eddition, iew range facilities were completed
and »r: presently in use by the Acedemy for instruction in wespon zeroing, grenade
throwing, and demolition training. The following table shows the number of
replacement personnel trained during the reporting period:

MONTH OFF >

NOV 166 1782
DEC 82 1992
JAN 140 1823

(3) Company grade officers and non-commissioned officers receive a six dsy
orientation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnsm, The latest
equipaent being used in Vietnsm is demonstrated; when preoeicabls, and the
capabilities and limitations of support elements are discussed.

(4) The 14 day NCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the proficiency
level of smull unit leaders within the division by presenting instruction in
the principles of lsadership as well as practical exercises in the a:ilis
re;uired of junior leaders. The course is simed at the specialists and junior KCOe
who hive not had the benefit of prior lesdership positions in combat., During
the past three months, a total of 278 personnel hsve completed the NCO leadership
Course,

(5) Individusl snd small unit training is conducted by maneuver battalions
on a systematic basis in order to increase the effectiveness of their units.
Refresher training in new tactics and techniques anables the commander to overcome
any known operationsl weskness, Lessons learned and other tactical information
are incorporated into refresher training in order to derive maximum benefit from
experience gained by other units in the field in RVN.
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(6) The 9th Infantry Divieien Smiper School, comprised of a cadre of
personnel from the US Army Marksssnship Training Unit, conducted a totel of four
classes during the reporting period. All of thnse classes were held at the Smiper
Schwo) at Bearcat, RVN. In January, the school relocated at Dong Tam and
range facilities are presently under ¢onstruction north of the Dong Tam Base
perimeter, Completion date for the range is estimated to be the first week in

February 1969.

g. (C) Logistics: Logistical planning, guidance, and suprort wac provided
for all organic and attached units and units under ¢perationalcgontrol of.9th Infantry
Division during the reportins nreriod. This support was rendered to one riverine
brigade and two land based brigades. The lack of adequate road nets connecting
the division base with outlying fire support bases has caused the diviesion to
rely in part on the use of CH47 and CH54 helicopters for support.

(1) Supply:

(a) There has been a noticeable increase in the flow of goods and services
during this period. Worthy of special note is the flow of lumber for bunker and
barrier construotion. A six month forecast for this material was forwarded to
53rd General Group in early October of 1968 so that it could be oxrdered on a
timely basis. This methcd proved to be effective. For example, 5,211 short
tons of Class IV construction material were received during the quarter which
ended on 31 October 1968, 9,183 tons were received during the quarter which
ended on 31 January 1969. Of particular significance is the fact that 978 tons
wvere shipped from Vung Tau during the period which ended on 31 October 1968; and
4,253 tons were shipped from Vung Tau during the quarter which ended on 31 January
1969,

(b) Electrical supplies such as power cords, light fixtures, wall plugs, and
other outlets have not been available for issue during this three month period,
These items are essential to units at outlying fire support bases which must have
operational and sleeping area in bunkers as protection against enemy ground and
mortar attacks. Valid Ydue outs" have been given for these items by supply agencies,
but the items have not been made available for issue.

(c) In addition to supplies for orgsnic, attached, and OPCON units
of 9th Infantry Division, sizeable amounts of materials have been provided to
Regional Forces and Popular Forces units. Civic action programs have been
supported with materials for repair of schools and other worthy projects as
determined by civic action personnel.
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(2) Servicess

(a) The post exchange facility at Dong Tam has experienced difficulty in
providing some relatively routine iteme such as soft drinks and shoe polish,

(b) Generators - Units ocoupying s semi-permanent locatiom have a continuing
need for electrical power, The TOAE suthorized generators are inadequate to
provide pover for mess halls, refrigerstors, living areas and limited recreational
facilities at battalion base areas. There is also insuffiocient electrical wiring
in the standard lighting set to provide adequate power distribution to battalion
sized units.

(3) Supports

(a) At present units of the division are being supporsed by supply point
distribution. Very recently a study was conducted ca the feasibility of
supporting all units of the division by unit distribution. This would assist
materially in the delivery of heavy bulky items as most of the light infantry units
have s small amount of whesl vehicles. Riverine units are alloocaved fewer véhicles
as in concept their resupply is By water means., Tactical situations have dictated
the relocation of some sub-elements of the riverine force to land based areas.

This has caused a readjustment i the concept of resupply for those ele~
menta,

(b) Forward Area Refuel Equipment (FARE) was used in support of seversl
brigade size operations, Except for some difficulties with the pump engine, the
system worked well, It has a built-in system for determining if the filter element
is clogged. This feature along with frequent fuel sampling assists tremendously
in determining if fuel is contaminsated.

(4) Transportation:

(a) Contract vehicles opersted by Philco/Ford have moved large quantities of®
materials into and out 4&f the division area.

(b) The majority of lumber for barrier construction was transported to the
division srea by water.

(¢) Removal of supplies from the basin area caused diffioculty for the
division's Supply and Transportation Battalion prior to the arrival of eleven
tractor trailers and operators in December of 1968. Prior to the arrival of the
men and equipment, the S&T Bn was required to haul cargo from the basir area to the
Class IV yard with organic vehicles.
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(5) See Inclosure 15 for additional comments in depth on most areas mention-
ed.

bh. (C) Psychological Operations and Civil Affairvs.
(1) Paychological Operations.

(a) During the reporting period, the Accelerated Pacific:tion Campaign (APC)
generated the majority of PSYOP support requirements., The targets involved
were local and main force VC units and their families 1iving iz the area. Secondly,
tlp NVA cadre were a target group during this period. The third target remains
the populace friendly to the GVN.

(b) The themes used during the period varied for each taxget,
but fell generally within these categories: Chieu lloi, Dai Dear Ket, Special
Rewards Campaign, ViP and GVI/FWMAF Image. The theme found to be most effective
in generating Hoi Chenh was the Specisl Rewards Campaign (Third Party Inducement).

(¢) OBJECTIVES:

1 To inform the VC/NVA/Communist soldier that the Chieu Hoi Program is for
him and what it offers.

2 To encourage NVA soldiers to become prisoners.

3 To bolster thc confidence of the apathetic civilian populace in the ebility
of the GVN.

4 To inform the populace of rewards for inducing frienus and relatives to
rally to the govermment.

(a) Again, during the reporting period, the meed for thorough coordination
of effort in PSYOP was noted. The Area Coordinating Center is an excellent place
to start this coordination, since it is here that all functioning staffs in a
province have weekly contact. Additionally, contapt was established with the APA/
PSYOP in each province as the focal point for coordination of efforts with VIS,

RD and APTs,

(e) During the reporting period the total of confirmed Hoi Chanhs was 1,997
for the Division TAOI. Of this total 71 rallied to divisional units. The continuel
tactical pressure, accompanied by a good "sales" program in regard to Chieu Hoi
Campaigns, continues to account for extremely high returnee rates. Of particular
note during the period was the result of the "Special ReWwards Campaign® on the Third
Party Inducement Program. This program reportedly - accounted for approximately
75% of all Hol Chanhsduring December and January.
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(£f) PSYOP Activity Statistics (1 Nov €8 thruugh 31 Jan 69)
1 Leaflet Missions (total)s 1269

Airs 533
Grounds 736

Loudspeaker Missions (total): 1296

o

Ar: 566
Ground: 730

3 Loudspeaker Hours (total): 568

4 Rapid Reaction Leaflets produced by 9th Inf Divs 4

9 Rapid Reaction Leaflets produced by other agencies: 9
(2) civil Affairs

(a) The 9th Infantry Division Civic Action program during the reporting period
continued to show marked success, The people are realizing that long needed economic
and social improvement can be accomplished through the self-help attitude which
is manifesting itself in this area. A project initiated by An Thai Dong Hamlet
in Dinh Tuong Province supports this idea. Having a need for electrification, each
family contributed money towards a 15 KW generator, and erected the poles. Concurrently,
they requested wire and technical assistance from the District Chief. As the
district's funds were already allocated, the District Chief requested assistance
from the 9th Division. The lst Brigade, working in coordination with the 9th Signal
Bn;, made the arrangements and the project was completed in late December., The
percentage of Vietnamese self-help in this reporting period has risen in other
areas, It has added immeasurably to the people's self-confidence and pride of
accomplishment and has reduced friction among them. Concentrating the division's
efforts in self-help projects has served to strengthen the overall effectiveness
of our Civic Action Program, as the people are increasingly receptive to our
presence and are more willing to work with Americans,.

(b) Repair and construction projects are vital to & successful Civil Affairs
program. They demonstrate to the Vietnamese people that the GVN and her allies
are genuinely interested in their welfare and in the future of South Vietnam.
Since the Viet Cong employ guerrilla tactics, the logistical support necessary
for repair and construction is not available to them. As a consequence, the
Vietnamese peasant sees only the Viet Cong's will to destroy. Our efforts in
construction and repair demonsitrate to the peasants our desire to help the people
help themselves.
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A fine e¢xample of the importance of the construction and rebuilding program
took piace in the western distriots of Dinh Tuong. 7The 9th Infantry Division
repaired schools, installed a drainage system, renovated several market places,
and dug wells. The total impact of this program wvas realized when 3embers of the
Hoa Hao religious sect turmed over control of the district's only high school
to the government as a means of expressing their appreciation and trust,

(¢) Distribution of foodstuffs, building materials, tools, and health
items have increased during this reporting period. Commodity distributions are
nov recognized as a tremendous force in Civil Affairs prcjects. The people,
in using the materials given them, develop a greater sense of sslf-de‘ermination,
resulting in a stronger feeling of kinship with the GVN,

Materials distributed:

1 Bullding materials

Cement: ~59,60C 1b.
Tin Sheevz: 1,408
Lumber: 58,4%9 bd ¥
Paint: &2 gul

Other: 127%,556 1lbg:

Kits (includes health, school, and refuge): 823 7

[V

3 Food: 51,362 lbs
4 Clothirg: 5,050 lbs
5 Healti items (soap, toothpaste, etc): 6,383 1v§

(d) Medical Civic Action Program. The number of MEDCAPs held by the 9th Infantry
Division ig steadily increasing, One of the most promising recent programs is
the MEDCAP conducted by DISCOM at the Dong Tam Base CA Center. MEICAPs arc held
8ix days a week and the people are responding favorably to the increased medical
attention. Recently, the building had to be doubled in size to acoomodate the number

of daily patients.
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(e) Intelligence Civic Action Projects (ICAP). 1CAUS cine into béing leit
August as an outgrowth of MEDCAPs, ICAPs are¢ degignud Lo into o Y
and intelligence efforts, The ICAP personnel are accompanied: by.n security clement, so
they can operate in insecure or contested arces. Auiut 1ru. Lutsilerizn inbereoiuv,
an ‘1CAP is designed to generate inforwation and inteclligence, particularly that
which pertains to the VC Infrastructure. Another objective is to evaluate the degree
of security in an area and how much pacification effort should be used in a given
area, The frequency of ICAPs has increased tremendously,as has the amount of useful
information gained from them,

1l Some of the most successful CA projects recently undertaken were overnight
ICAPs '(NITEX!APs). One reason NITECAPs are producing a large quantity of intelligence
is that they can reach the segment of the population that worko during the day
and is not present for daytime MEDCAPs and ICAPs.

2 MEICAPs this quarter (includes ICAPs and NITECAPs): 1,443;patients treated:
111,968.

(f) The 9th Infantry Division undertook the repair of the road between Binh
Chanh and Can Giuoc in Long An Province. The road had been in such bad condition
for six months that travel by wheeled vehicle was impossible. Crushed rock had to be
shipped by barge from Vung Tau to Tan An, from which it was trucked to the site.
In all, 15,000 tons of material were.needed to complete the road, The project is
significant because until its completion the villages had to back-pack everything
they took to market. This road will play an important role in future CA operatioms,
as we can now reach areas with ICAPs, MEDCAPs, and pacification efforts which were
inaccessible before the road was reopened,

1 Over the Chrietmas secason, the 9th Infantry Division was responsible for
numerous children's Christmas parties, For example, parties were held at Binh
Phioc Chapel. Hundreds of children were entertained by these programs and presented
with small gifts, clothing, and refreshments,

2 Innocent Civilian Center. Knowlton Center, the 9th Infantry Division's
Friendship House, processed 3G7 innocent civilians during thia reporting period.
The primary purpose of the center is to receive Vietnamese Nationals detained
by operations and subsequently determined to be innocent civiliaens by IFPW, Upon
arrival at the center, the people are briefed in Vietnamese by an interpreter to
explain the reason for their initisl detention, The center, they are told, is our
guest house where they may rest or amuse themselves with the many recreatitnal
facilities until transportation to their homes can be arranged. Sometimes, because
of late arrival at the center, it i3 necessary for the people to stay overnight,
When this occurs, transportation is arranged for the following morning. The
center has sleeping quarters which will accomodate 75 people comfortably, There is a
day room with television, a ping-pong table, and a variety of Vietnamese reading
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material. A plentiful assortment of nourishing Vietnamese and American food is avail=-
able for the gucsts, The Center has separate showcr fncilities for men and women.

A health kit for soap, towel, tgothbrush,.énd: taothpaste’iscgiven to each guest.
Transportation is furnished by the 9th Infantry fivision to either return the people
to their homes or tu take trem to commercial facilities where they are given
sufficient money to dcfrey travel expenses.

i. (C) Regional Force/Popular Force Upgrading and ARVN Training

(1) The Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Infantry Re-training Program
contimied during this period. During the period 18 December to 29 Deceamber the
3d Brigedé conducted 106RR and 90mm training for cadre and crews of the 46th and
50th Regiments. On 5 February the 3d Brigade will initiate ARVN Infantry refresher
training for the 46th and 50th Regiments in Long An Province,

(2) During the reporting period the Reciprocal Mobile Training Team (RMIT) was
phased out due to lack of available ARVN Battalions. The last Battalion to receive
training was the 2-1lth Infantry in October,

(3) Arrival of ARVE RMIT, scheduled to arrive at the Reliable ‘cademy in December;
vas poatponed until 15 February 1969.

(4) Regional Force/Popular Force (RF/FF) Upgrading Program continued to be
supported throughout the Division TAOI. Specific teams employed were the Combined
Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon (CRIP) and the Improvement Action Team (IMPACT).
Their mission wvas tc build new outposts primarily in the APC areas, During the re-
porting period the IMPACT Teams in Long An, Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces were
phased out due to the productive results in upgrading selected outposts. Presently
the IMPACT Teams in Kien Hoa Province are located in Thanh Phu, Binh Dai and Bung
My Districts. The amount of RF/PF IMPACT support provided is shown in Inclosure

9.
3o (C) Engineer Support

(1) During the reporting period the 15th Engineer Battalion has provided direct;
combat support required to sustain the division in its combat missions in the Mekong
Delta. In addition to numerous cowbat support missions involving minesweeps, clearing
operations, and demolitions, the battalion has participated in several major com-
bat operations. Support rendered to the brigade included demolition and booby %trap
clearing on several battalion end company size operations; numerous minesweep and
road clearing operations; construction and maintenance of protective systems (pier
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protection, mine éoonu, lighting, protective minefields) for important bridges
on QL 4; establishment and improvement of major and minor fire support bases
in Long An, Kien Hoa and Dinh Tuong Provinces; opening and upgrading of tac-
tically and strategically significant roads; repair and removal of various
bridges and raf*s; and several other relatively minor engineering tasks., At
several times during the reporting period, as rany as nine platoons at a time
were involved solely with combat support.

(2) PForemost in the planning for the reporting period were the plans gener-
ated for the Dry Season Campaign (Op SPEEDY EXPRESS), <Jonsiderable emphasis was
placed on preparing for e maximum effort in improving drainage and hardstand at
fire support bases, at tactical operating bases, and on roads.

(3) One policy set forth by the division commander is of considerable in- |
terest to the road program. Following combat operations in an area to clear out
the Viet Cong, the road network is opened up by the engineers so that Vietnamese
civilians cen begin to traffic tle area, Experience has shown that this technique
does help pacify such areas.

(4) Noteworthy also is the success the companies have had in locating caches
and booby traps through the use of mine detectors. All three direct support com=
panies have had considerable success in this respect,

(5) The Battalion Security Platoon, in addition to providing security for
the minesweeps, convoys, and engineer work parties, was committed to an operation
at Tri Ton near the Cambodian border under the direction of IV Corps Tactical Zone.
The operation served to emphasize the need for applying certain principles of armor
tactics when employing one or two flame tracks (M113 carriers and flame throwers)
by themselves, namely, always employ more than one track at a time and employ the
tracks in conjunction with ground troops.

(6) Construction has diminished somewhat since the last report. With more
combat support requirements, the direct support companies have decreased comstruction
activities, although there are still conztruction requirements at Dong Tam and at the
various tactical operating and fire supporit bases to keep the general support company
and at least one platoon from each ci the direct support companies busy with vertical
construction,

(7) As vas anticipated in the last report, the requirement for engineer assist-
ance and technical advice to units conducting self-help construction programs has
been reduced because the end of Dong Tam construction draws near. We continue,
however, to furnish plans, advice, technical assistance, personnel, and equipment
to all units as needed,
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k. (C) sSignal Support

(1) During this reporting period the areas served by the Division Communics-
tion System were as follows: Byaroft,, Ben luo, Binh Phuoo, Ben Tre, Can Giuoe,
Dong Tem, Giong Trom, Moc Hoa, FYPB Moore, Nha Be, Rach Kien, Tan An, Tan Tru, FSPB
Tiger II, Tuyen Nhon, Vinh lLong, and the Mobile Riverine Brigade.

(2) In November planning was initiated for commmication support for extemnded
9th Infantry Division operations in the IV CTZ, in conjunction with the Dry Weather
Campaign. Since saturation of the limited army area multi-~channel communication
systeas within the Delta was anticipated, additional systems were programmed.

A'24 channel tropospheric scatter system was established by the lst Signal Brigade
in November,, utilizing AN/TRC-97B equipment between Dong Tam, Can Tho, and Vi
Thanh, Another AN/TRC-97B system was installed from Dong Tam to Long Binh by II
FPORCEV, This system was established as a back-up to the AN/TRC-29 system (ADF-l)
which provides the 9th Infantry Division its primary multi-channel link to II
FFORCEV, On 11 Noveuber the CG dirscted that unauthorized, non-NSA approved KAC
codes, such as the "Point of Origin" System, would not be authorized for use within
the 9th Infantry Division. This brought about a 98 percent reduction in trensmiscion
security violations within the division., 18t Brigade and 3d Brigade exchanged '"ACls
on 13 Noveaber, resulting in removal of the flag of lst Brigade to FSFB Moore and
relocation of 3d Brigade to Tan An. The exchange of TAOIs was accouplished without
significant loss of commumication support. FM retransmigssion facilities were
installed at Tuyen Nhon for Op CACTUS FIRE I on 14 November for use by the 9th
Infantry Division Riverine and Navy force when it conducted an extended water-borme
operation from Dong Tam to Moc Hoa. In addition, a sole user voice circuit was
established from the 9th Infantry Division's DIOC to IV Corps' TOC at Can Tho, with
the activation of a point to point HIX teletype circuit on 18 November. The VHF
system to IBearcat was deactivated during the middle of November with the elimination
of Division Rear. On 20 November the division's MARS station at Bearcat: was
deactivated and a new station commenced operations at Dong Tam on the sare date,

An AN/GRC-26D radio teletype station, operating in the Division Admin Log Het at
Vung Teu, vas closed 23 Kovember due to the withdrawl of the DISCOM Liaison at

Vung Tau. Additionally, the twelve channel AN/MRC-69 system to Can Giuoc vas
deactivated when the 4-39th Infantry became OPCON to the lst Brigade on 24 November,

() In December each Brigade was issued one AN/MGC-34 Teletype to augment
its existing teletype assets. The AN/MIC~34 lends itself ideally to brigade
operations, being installed in an easily transportable {-ton trailer vhich can
be moved by road or by UH-1D helicopter anyvhere in a brigade's TAOI for forwerd
CP operation. Initial difficulties were experienced with the AN/MGC-34 vhen used in
the secure teletype mode. Tt was discovered by the Division's COMSEC Logistic Suprort Sec
tion~that two wire sttaps in the control box.werecomitted by the mapulfzeturer. JAction
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vas taken and the equipment Lias binoe been operating properly, On 5 December

Op CACTUS FIRE II was initist.u ,.equiring the activation of the division's ri4 re-
transnission facilities at Tuyen Nhon., As with CACTUS FIRE I the sole user tele-
phone circuit to Moc Hoa was established through Army Areas Systems from the DIOC.
The third CACTUS FIRE operation was initiated on 20 December with identicel sup-
port provided. A 200 peir ceble was laid between the freme at Helisble Swithtoard
and the 9th Infantry Divigion Communications Center, This cable amounted to
aprroxicately 3000 feet sud was emilerced by the 267th Cable Coustruction Cetsch-
ment. An additional czble for criticsl cummand snd control circuits will be irn-
stalled between the Division Communicutions Center and the DIOC, This cable will
be used,should the primary cable be cut by enemy rocket or mortar fire and will
allow for uninterrupted communications on critical circuits. An AUTOSEVOCOM Ner-
row Band Secure Voice terminal was installed in the DTOC on 21 December, providing

a seoure telephone, cleared up to Top Seoret, for the Division Headquarters. Public

address systems and photo coverage, along with FM radio support, were provided for
the Bob Hope Christmas Show which perforamed on 27 December.

(4) Issue of pre-printed keylists for the Divieion's secure voice network
began on 1 January 1969. Prior to this date keylist extracts were made by the
Division on stenclils, The new keylists are easier to control and use, On 7 Jan-
uarv a 78 foot AB-216 tower was erected by the Division at FSPB Moore for the lst
Brigade.. This tower is used for FW and VHF antennas and gives the lst Brigade
a considersble increase in FM radio range. Frequency interference continues to
be a problem within the 9th Infsntry Division snd is compounded by the lack of
sufficient discrete frequencies in JII and IV CTZ. On 7 January a letter wes dis-
seminated throughout the division emphasizing the need for more efficient use and
stricter control of existing frequencies, Radio transmissions must be kept to s
winioum and should be short and concise in coniunction with lowest possible oper-
ating power, thereby reducing transmissions rangs., Maneuver battslions of the
Division experienced considerable difficulty obtaining MEDEVAC (Dust Off) assist-
ance while operating in the field during the reporting period. This was because:
their distance from the Division's Base Csup at Dong Tam e#nqund normal FM radio
range. The problem was solved on 14 January by placing the Pust Off antenna oa
top of the 204 foot AB-216 communication tower at Dong Tam and remoting the RT-
524, located at the base of the tower, with a GRA-39 to Dust Off control approx-
imately 400 meters avay. After remoting, FM communications have been established
at distances ranging up to 90 KMs from Dong Tam. During the month of Jamuery six
AN/GRC-122s were received by the division ss replacements for the AN/GRC-46. It
is expected that this new equipment will improve significanily the radio teletype
service provided the Division. There are still 25 AN/GRC-46s remsiaing in the
Division, all of which have qualified for retrograde.

1. (C) Army Aviation.
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(1) Genersl: During the reporting period, Aruy Aviation supnorted division
operations daily, Operstions SPEEDY EXPRESS, TOAN THANG (Phuse II), QUYET CEIEN,
FAIRVAY WOODS, CLEAN SWEEP urd KUDZU were characterized by the employment of
multiple assault helicopter companies and air cuvalry troops., Medium and
heavy cargo helicopters provided 1lift for artillery, supplies, equipment, and
tmoop movement, The 9th Aviation Battalion provided general support to the
division, IIFFORCEV supported the divialon by providing s daily average of
two asswult helicopter companies, two air cavalry troops, and three cargo
helicopters,

(2) Ewployment of Army Avistion in support of operatiomst The 9th Aviation
Battalion continued to provide general aviation support to the division by
furnishing daily 19 UH-1D/H's, two UH-1C armed helicopters, and four AH-1G uobra$.
During the guarter, the battalion flew 26,686 sorties, lifted 297 tons oi casgo,
and transported 34,91 passengers «nd troops., In addition, eight troops were
MEDEVAC*'d by battalion aircraft, The unit averaged 2,918 flying hours per
month, 1234 night hours were flown and 1,715 houra of combat asssult were logged.

w. (C) Chemical Support.

(1) Personnel Detection: During the reporting period there were 942 missions
flown for s total flying time of 962 hours. All missions were flown utilizing
the UH-1l helicopter, Results of these missions were reported to G2 sand to brigade
and/or air cavalry units for strike reaction and intelligence purposes. Totsl
missions and flying time during the previous quarter were 518 and 664 respectively.
This represents an increase of 81% in missions an? 29% in flying time. 4n
intelligence report by the 9th Infantry Division states the enemy is currently
baiting the people sni{fers through the use of pots of urine and fecal materisl
placed in preselected areaes to deter sniffer operations. The 9th Infentry
Division "Operation Honeybucket" is currently underway to evaluste the effective-~
ness of this countermeasure. Msintenunce continues to be a problem with both APD
and MPD, Sand picked up during operations staged from the Dong Tam Heliport becomes
lodged in vulnerable locations, such as between the rotary disk and valve surface,
causing s pressure drop in the vacuum system with a resultant loss in detection
sensitivity, This situation is being alleviated by continued spraying of the
Dong Tam Heliport ard constant inspection of vulnerable locations/parts during
operationy from Dong Tam.

(2) Riot Control Agent Operations: During the reporting period there were four
micsions flown utilizing bulk CS. Over 6,650 pounds were dropped covering: over 100
hectares. On 28 December, a CS-1 barrel drop was completed at grida
XS 063635 to XS 099635, A total of 2,320 pounds of bulk CS wsre used for the
purvose of terrain denisl, On 31 December 19€8, a CS~-2 horrel drop wes completed
at grid XS 090620, A total of 1,460 pounds of bulk CS were used for the
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purpose of terrain denial. On 17 Jamuary 1969, a CS~2 barrel drop wes tompletid at
grid XS 510770. A total of 1,440 pounds of “ulk CS8=2 was used for the purpose

of terrain denial, 82 E158 Tectical C8 Clusters were expended. These munitions
were used only in conjunction with aniffer operations and the drops were made

in response to high mmiffer regdings in areas with a noticeable amount of

bunkexrs, Use of the E158 clusters has been very effective in routing VC from
bunkers. A close cheok was kept by lot mumber on all E158 clusters Byopped'by
Divigion Chemiocal personnel, Of the dud munitions registered, the majority were
deteruined to be from lot Number CME3-32,

(3) Defoliation: Six defoliation requests were forwarded through channels
for approval during this quarter, <These requests involved 20 different areas.
Most of these requests, if approved, will be sprayed next quarter. On 26 and 27
December 1968, the defoliation mjission at Tan Tru was completed by utilizihg »
both ground and helicopter spray methods. A total of 730 gallons of ggent Blue
was expended. The resmlts were clear zones of fire around the base camp perimeter.,
Due to the unusual request for defoliation in the vicinity of Ben luc Bridge and the
denial of helicopter spray by the Province Chief for this project, the Divisira
Chemicel Section developed a waterborne method of defolient delivery. This method,
vhich utilized a decontamination truck mounted on an ICM, will be evaluated during
the next quarter, Recompded dilutions of defoliants have proven to be ineffective
in terms of overall derived defoliation results. Fifty-fifty mixtures of defoliant
and dilutent have proven to be more successfal. In addition, agent Orange is the
only agent totally effective against Nippa Palm; other agents merely burn the
uppermost leafy portion of the target.

(4) ENSUBE Items - Three ENSURE items were used this reporting quarter,

(a) The XM~28 CS "Brown Bag" system has not been used extensivelyrenough: for
any conclusive results. Further evaluation should be available by next quarter.

(b) The XM-920 Fuze Burster system was utilized on two CS bulk drops. The
fuze, with a pre-set time delay, was designed for air bursting of CS drums for
waximum effectiveness. Approximately 33% of these fuzes failed to operate.

(¢) The XM925 Fuze Burster system was employed on one CS bulk drop. This
fuze, designed for explosion on impact, proved ineffective, having a 50% dud rate,
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2. (C) Section 2, lessons Learned: Commanders' Observations, Evalus'jons, and
Recommendations.

a. (C) Personnel

(1) (c) Selection of Prisgner of War Custodial Personnel

OBSERVATION: The necessary control procedures over Prisoners of War sare
best achieved with carefully selected and trained personnel, The specialized
nature of their duties at the collecting points requires mature individuals
who can be depended upon to ecpe successfully with problems or incidents,
This calls for calm and judicious-but-immediate action, The duty roster
cpproach of selecting duty personnel has been avoided.

EVALUATION: The 9th Infantry Division Prisoner of War custodial personnel
must possess the highest qualities of leadership, discipline, and judgement,
They are personally interviewed and selected for this highly specialized duty
by the Division Provost Marshal,

RECOMMENDATION: Use permanently assigned military police persomnel for
detainee custodiel duty on a full time basis., Interpreters should not only be
assigned to MI-IPW teams but also to the military police personnel, Utilize
only those personnel in custodial operations who are mature and exhibit an
interest in the job,

(2) {€) Non-Commissioned Officers Candidate Course

OBSERVATION: Non-Commissioned Officers Cendidate Course gradustes have
demonstrated the ability to r :et the demands placed on junior leaders during
actual combat. However, their performance of duty in s garrison environment,
especially at a base camp or aboard ship, reflects a lack of experience and/or
training.

EVALUATION: Primary combat skills such as msp reading, fire and msneuver,
tire adjustment, leadership responsivility, snd mission performance while under
fire are adequately stressed in NCOCC and NCO Academies, Graduates are fully
prepared mentally snd physically to meet the demands of a combat environment,.
However, morale and discipline in garrison can directly affect the brigade's
combat performance, A high disciplinary rate reduces the strength available
to a field unit; poor morale reduces an individusl's standard of performance.
Successful prevention of these problems should begin at the NCO level.
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RECOMMENDATION: That NCOCC and NCO Academies vlace additional emphasis on
garrison leadership without reducing the training given in combat relsted skills.
Areas of attention should include: proper relationship to subordinates, garrison
leadership resvonsibilities, developement of skills in counseling and guidance,
career counseline and insnection procedures -nd techniques.

(3) (V) Staffing of Supplv and Service Unit

OBSERVATION: Staffing of supply and service units is inadequate to nerform
aerial delivery cverations,

EVALUATION: The supply and service unit experienced a continued drastic
change in the conventional suppoert procedures previously followed by logistical
units. Operations supported by aerial delivery involved locations such as
Ben Tre, Cay Be, !y Phouc Tay, and FSB Tirer Lair. This unit was able to sunport
the various overations but only at the expense of drawing men and equipment
from other sections within the company, thus reducing the canability to accomplish
effectively their assigned missions, The current MTI'OE for a Supply and Service
Company in a Supply and Transport Battalion calls for only one aerial delivery
specialist (MOS 43E3P), Many of the 9th Infantry Division's operations are conducted
in areas accessible only by a he'icopter., It is therefore necessary to support
these units with Class IIT and V supplies via nerial delivery,

RECOMMENDATION: To provide adequate aerial delivery support without hindering
the operations of other sections, it is recommended that the present air delivery

section (one man) be increased to one section chief (SGT E5) and two specialists (E4).

b, (C) Operations
1. (C) Employment of Snipers

OBSERVATION: The use of school trained sniver teams has proven successful
in engaging targets at extended ranres and in increasing killing areas of ambushes,.

EVALUATION: Sniper teams can be effectively employed during daylight hours to
engage targets at extended ranges. The use of sniper teams in cordon and search,
reconnaissance in force, and airmobile operations has given infantry elements the
unioue capabi’ ity of hitting the enemy at long range without disclosure of their
positions. The sniper marks the t arget for other elements who cnn take the
enery under effective fire. The amployment of snipers with the pink filter
searchlight along roads, streams, and bridges has provided a deterrent > saopers
attempting to interdict friendly lines of commnic-tions.

RECOMMENDATION: Development nf new techrniques and innovations together with
refinements of current techniquz2s should be continued,

35
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-MH 15 February 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(2 () Camxnd anf Sontael/larars Bont

OBSERVATION: A change of the mission of the Mobile Riverine Fosce has resulted
in new requirements being placed upon the 1097th Transnortation Compary (Medium
BO.t) .

EVALUATION: The pacification of KIEN HOA Province has vplaced the Infantry
elements of the 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, in a more static role. To
supnort the Bripade's operations throughout the province, the boats must be dispersed
to various locations, The 3d Battalion, 34th Artillery must frequently move
artillery batteries to locations many miles from the CP complex, causing a strain
on the maintenance and command facilities of the transportation comvarny mrovid-
ing mobility to the artillery battalion.

Anythine less than majer electrical or overhaul repairs are accomp’ished on
the mission site by the mechanics on the Damage Control Vessel, which nrrmally
remains with the CP comolex. Major overhauls and repair of #lectrical malfunc-
tions are performed at Base Camp. Boats frecuently have malfunctions at very dis-
tant locations, regquiring that the Damage Control Boat make frequent long and
hard runs. Vessel engineers often have neither the experience nor the tools and
parts to revair malfunctions in a mobile situation,

Command suffers in a separated operation. Each section which suprorts an
artillery battery is staffed with an NCOIC Eé., However, no adecuate control over
boat operations has resulted from this arrangement. Since the comparny commander
cannot visit all locations with any degree of regularity and the nlatoon leader
remains at the CP complex, proper control cannot be exercised.

RECOMMENDATION: To resolve the two vroblem areas in separate battery opera-
tions, a Command and Control/Damape boat was established. The basic mission of the
vessel is to provide a mébile contPal vehicle. The vessel has an empty well deck
to facilitate any type of cargn and has a three net radio system and increased fire-
power. The vessel is under command of the Executive Officer. The vessel can ac-
compary a boat section through insecure canals and remain to escort it out again,

! In addition to the command asmect of the boat, a Senior Engine Mechanic will be
aboard with tools and spare parts to accomnlish repairs beyond the scope of the
organic vessel mechanic on any malfumdéiioning vessel.

(3) () Waterborne Security Procedures

OBSERVATION: Conventionn) waterborne security procedures 4id not rrovide
adeocuate protection from Aivers,

EVALUATION: Defense of the boats and barges of a waterborne Fire Support
Base is a joint water=land venture, Groind security of the area is normally
provided by an attached Infantry platoon, Water security is conducted by Naval
elements, However, Navy elements have not always been in the poesition to conduct
adequate security and the boats and barges have had to conduct their ovn defense,
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Water security is provided by a Navy "Tango" or "Alpha" boat patrolling
across the sterms of the moored boats in the complex. At irregular intervals
concussion grenades (fragmentation when concussion grenades were unavailsgble)
are dropped into the water to prevent divers from infiltrating the complex, .
However, the effectiveness of an underwater explosion caused by a grenade against
8 Bwiuiivi was wimuowie To compound the problem, artillery personnel were contimually
in the water adjusting the position of the barge. The goal was to provide an
adequate deterrent to swimmer infiltration, yet not injure friendly personnel who
vere in the water,

To establish the danger radius to friendly personnel, the Company Commander
want into the water end had grenades detonated underwater as he swam toward the point
of detonation. Twenty yards from the explosion, pain in the c¢hest developed, but
was not disabling, The eardrums of a swimmer would have beep punctured at this
distance. Both concussion and fragmentation grenades were teated, the concussion
grenades having only slightly greater effect.

RECOMMENDATION: Injury to barge personnel by an underwater explosion of a
grenade can be disopunted beyond 20 meters. Barge perscnnel in the water should
insure they do not put their heads underwater when the swimmer flefense is being
conducted. Grenades should be thrown no further than 15 yards from the boats to
effsct maximum injury to any swimmer infiltration, Grenades from the barges should
be thrown the same distance. Because of the proximity to the people re-adjusting
barge positions, all perscpnel should be out of water when a grenade is thrown from
a barge. A trained and disciplined diver can function with damaged eardrums, there-
fore, the defense should be condugted to insure chest injury to smy one underwater
nearer than 15 yards from the beats, The underwater explosion should be of such
severity and proximity to éollapse the lungs and chest cavity of a diver, However,
care must be taken to explode the grenades far enough from the boats to insure that
the packing gland around the propellér shafts is not damaged. No such restrictions
exist for the darge.

(4) (C) Protection for the Crew of an LCM VIII Against Ambush

OBSERVATIOR: The protection afforded a crew of a LCM VIII against an ambush
is inadequate. Armor plating is not on hand and predetonation shields are not
coupatible with the mission.

EVALUATION: Prior to tactical dispatch, all vessels are equipped with armor
plate or steel plate on the quarterdeck, This plats varies from " to 5/8%
thickness dependent upon availability, The Command and Control boat has the
thickest plating at 5/8 of an inch thick, however, this plating has been penetrated
by small arms fire, No vessel has a predetomation defense against point detonating
weapons, The space available is not sufficient to allow predentonation rods to be
constructed and still allow the freedom of movement necessary when maneuvering,
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Protectior for the coxswaln is 4" armor plate. The total space available for armor
plating 1s limited between the edge of the quarterdeck and the engine access plate
over the engine room. The access plate must be able to be moved whenever engine
maintenance requires.

RECOMMENDATION: Construction of an armor plate-concrete '"sandwich" has been
undertaken to reduce the dangsr to personnel from small arms and heavy auto-
matic weapons. The entire "sandwich" will be removable for vessel turn-in. The
"sandwich" will be fitted with U-bolts to facilitate lifting by crane. The
structure will be secured to the deck by angle-iron brackets which will facilitate
easy removal. Each "sandwich" will have a handrail to aid personnel in using the
catwalk. When the vessel is turned-in, the armor will be lifted onto a new vessel.
The plate should be at least 4" and have at least eight inches of concrete between
the plates. It will be reinforced by internal bracing before the concrete is poured.
This will insure that possible damage during transfer is held to a minimum.

(5) (C) Transportation of Prisoners of War to ARVN PW Facilities.
Combined Military Intelligence Centers, and Medical Facilities.

OBSERVATION: Whenever detainees are to be evacuated to an ARVN Corps PW facility,
to Combined Military Intelligence Centers in the case of Prisoners of War of special
intelligence value, or to an appropriate hospital for treatment, the next higher command
(I1 FFV PMO) arranges with the 18th MP Brigade for escort guards and for evacuation
of the PW to his respective destination. Escort guards from the 18th MP Brigade are
required to obtain custody of the detainee from the Division Central PW Collecting
Point and escort him to his final destination. Transportation to ARVN PW cages

proceedes quite smoothly. Personnel of the 720th MP Battalion come to Dong Tam
approximately once a week by Caribou aircraft aad pick up PWs and transport them to
Can Tho, Problems arise in the areas of transporting PWs to the.Combined Inteliigence
Center and in providing escort guards for medical evacuaticn flights from the 3d
Surgical Hospital at Dong Tam. It is generally impossible for the 18th MP Brigade

to respond rapidly to these specialized escort requirements. As a result, the 9th
infantry Division MPs must frequently act as escorts.

EVALUATION: The inability of the 720th MP Battalion to provide escorts for
detainees requiring medical evacuation or to arrange transportation and escorts for
PWs of significant intelligence interest and the subsequent imposition of this
responsibility upon limited 9th Division MP resources creates a hardship.

RECOMMENDATION: It was recommended to USARV on 17 January 1969 that this problem
be brought to the attention of the 18th MP Brigade and that steps be taken to resolve
the escort and transportation difficulties,
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(6) (C) Releasa of Civil Dafendants and Innecent Civilians

OBSERVATION: The 9th Military Police Compary has nlayed a significant role in
offective combined police efforts with the Vietnameee National Police., When Civil
Defendants are detained by maneuver elements, they are interregated, classified, and
maintainedd the Central or Peward Collecting Points until release to the National
Police. Through constant liaison, the release time to Vietnamese authorities has
becoms minimal, Speedy evacuation has aifjed immensely in clearinrthe facility for
receipt of additional prisoners, Innocént Civilians present a unique problem,
Innocent Civilians aredetained during field operations andare later determined to
be innocent of any W affiliation, Military policemen work closely with the MT_IW
personnel and S5 to expedite the rapid return of Innocent Civilians:{d their hores
or noints of capture. Inan effort to lesson the effect of imcarceration Wy a foreipn
force, the Militery Tolice have coo-erated nllv with the G5/55 Innocent "iviian
Center, Itwmedlafeldy afterﬁMa;{ddb‘grgmg;qu&yhe Innocent Civilian is released -
to a seperate facility nnerated nnder the ‘ausnices of the G5 or S5. In an atmosphere
of cordiality, the Inane.mt Civilian receives food, lodging, clothing, and toilet
articles, He al~n recéives =n aricak-tion on the role of the 9th Infantry Division
in support of the government-of Vietnam.

EVALUATION: None.

RECOMMENDATION: Military Police personnel must insure rapid repatriatior of
Innocent Civilians to the points of their capture or to their homes and must endeavor
to create favorable imares in the minds of the people.

(7) (C) Erotection of Datainae from Hoatils Attacks

OBSERVATION: At Division Central Collectins Points and at all forward Collecting
Points there is a constant danger that hostile’sttacks on the base camps will resnlt in
casulaties among detained persons, In order to lesson thisdanger military police
confinement personnel have ¢ onstructed PW personnel bunkers in each segregation cage
and instructed detainees as to their use,

EVALUATION: The fcresight and initiative taken by the military police confine-
ment persomnel in constructing PW personnel bunkers has greatly reduced the possibility
of PW casulties resulting from hostile attack. In instances where mortar attacks
oceurred and mortar rounds landed in adjacent areas, no detainees have been wounded,

RECOMMENDATION: PW personnel bunkers should be constructed at PW holding areas.

(8) (€) Dally Minsaweap

OBSERVATION: When a minesweep of an essentiil roadway-such as that of the T422
is conducted daily, the unit tends to fall into a pattern of operation,
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EVALUATION: If a minesweep is always conducted during the same time frame and
in a set pattern, it is an open invitation to the VC to establish an ambush,

RECOMMENDATION: A minesweep should originate from r difforent location euch
day end the method of the sweep should be varied to preclude establishment of a
set pattemrn.

(10) (C) Qvarhead Cover:

0UEV,.TICN: Infantry units have sustalned a large number of casualties be-
cruse minimal overhead cover was not available during mortar cttacks,.

EVALU.TION: Any type of overhead cover could have reduced casualties. With
primary emphasis on operations, sufficient time was not teken to establish overhead
covere.

RECOIMBNDATION: The immediate cons*ruction of ovarhecd cover should be a
prime consideration in the estgblisiment of any bose position.

(11) (C) Clasring Minalields.

OBSERVATION: Mingfields placed in marshy areas constituts great hazards
to clearing operations.

EVALUATICN: There are some minefields in the Dalte which are located in
rice paddies and in marshy areas. Mine detectors cannot effectively detect the
location of mines underwater and clearing charges are not always effective in the
water.

RCOMMEMDATICN:  Pumps should be used to drain the arca of & suspected mine-
field so thet mine detectors snd clesring cherges can be effectively used to clear
the mineficld.

(12) (C) Clawmore Mines.

OB3ERV..TION: The rubber coated wires leading to claymore mines tend to rot
when left in weter for over four days.

EVALUATION: In static positions it is often necessary tc lay the commend

wire through water. If the original wires are replaced with cammo wire end the
new wires are kept out of the water, the life of the wire can be greatly increased.
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RECOMMENDATION: Replace the original claymore wires with commo wire (WD-1)
and keep the wires out of the water as much as possible,

(13) (c) Bridge Protection Against Floating Mines
OBSERVATION: Floating mine booms currently in use are inadequate,

EVALUATION: The attempt to destroy the Tsn An Bridge with a floating mine
proved the inadequency of the present mine boom. The mine which wes used (1680 1lbs
of explosive) floated with approximately §" protruding asbove the surface of the water.
Although there was no mine boom present at the time of the attempt, a swimmer
accompanying the raft would have had no trouble easing the rseft under the con-
ventional surface mine booms which are currently in use,

RECOMMENDATION: A chain link fence, barbed tape, or some similar device
should be attached to the mine boom and extended six or seven feet below the surface
of the water, Adequate lighting should also be employed to provide surveillence of
the mine boom during the hours of darkness.

(14) (C) Ajirboat Transportation.

OBSERVATION: Some airboats have been overturned while being towed behind
"Tango" boats.

EVALUATION: Because of the waves created by the Tango boats and the inherent
instability of the airboats, the latter are easily upset while in transit from
home base to an area of operationms.

RECOMMENDATION: Airboats should not be towed mure than a short distence
at slow gpeeds, tmt should be transported om a barge or similar vehicle
to preclude dsmeges cesused by towing.

(15) (U) Sampen Pumps

OBSZRVATION: Captured sampan motors used as pumps have been a very efficient
and eetnomical meens of draining the low marshy terrain found in the Mekong Delta.

EVALUATION: When conventional centrifugal or diaphragm pumps are used to

pump the silty water found in the Mekong Delta, they rapidly weer out and
become inoperable. This is perticulerly true when they are used to
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pump the water out of rice paddies. However, the simple sampan pump, commonly
used by the Vietnamese, does not wear out as rapidly since the water does not
come in contact with the internal workings of the pump. 4Also, a sampan pump is
Sapabls of pumping at a faster rate than other types of pumps of egual horsepower.
The sampan pump is nothing more than a sampan motor with the long shaft and pro-
peller drawing water through a pipe.

RECOMMENDATION: Attempts should be made to procure sarpan pumps (motors)
and appropriate repair parts through reguler supply chunnels. Also, all captured
sampan motors should be evacuated through engineer channels so that they may te
used in draining projects.

(16) (V) Soil Conditdons at Sonstruction Sites

OBSZRVATION: Soil conditioms inthe lickong Delta are not stable enough to
provide good bearing capacity for building foundations with normal footerse.

EVauJaTION:  When possible, stabilized fill should be added to sites being
used for building canstruction. This is not always possible, however, and an
alternate solution must be used. Fifty-five gellon drums provide good floating
footers on which to build foundations. Although there is some uneven settlement,
experience has shown that, if the floor joists are strong enough, the settlement
does not get out of control and the building itself remains falrly level. In the
absence of 55=gallon drums, 40mm ammunition cans provide the same benefits.

RECOMMENDATION: When it is not practical to provide stabilizod fill for
hardstand on which to construct a building, footers made of 55-gallon drums or
40mmn aamuniticn cans may be used with good results.

(17) (V) Construction Deficientias

OBSERVATION: Non-engineer units, in their haste to construct facilities
at most fire support basses, have been building structures that are unsafe and .
have been wasting material in the process.

EVALUATION: In all cases encountered to date, the units involved have not
coordinated with the brigade engineer for advice and assistance, Rawe not
used any plans in their construction, and are not bothering to determinc a
bill of materials from which to draw materials., This method of "designing" as
you build and using any materials that might be available is unsafe, uneconomicz1,
and could produce disastrous results.

42
CONFIDENTIAL




8
S

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDR-MH 15 Pebruary 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Intnntr{ Division for Period Ending
31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

RECOMMENDATION: A1l pla . or construction at all fire support bases should
by reviewed by the brigade engiaseer so that the design, bill of materials, and
plans can be checked and a determination concerning the safety of the structure
can be made.

(18) (U) M8Al Matting in the Lulta

OBSERVATION: In meny cases in the Delta, the base below M8A1 matting will
sink causing the matting to buckle downward.

EVALUATIONs Sometimes, even when reasonable care has been taken to preclude
failure of the base course, the sinking will still occur. If this happens near
the edge of a parking area or airfield, the matting can be removed, the hole
filled and the matting replaced. However, if it occurs in the middle of a large
area of matting, a great work effort s needed to remove and repair it.

RECOMMENDATION: In cases where the sunken area is in the middle of a large
area of matting, eerth can be placed on top of the exdsting matiing and a new
section welded into place to c**ain a level, satisfactory surface.

(19) (U) Expadiaent Picket Driver

O3SERVATION: Driving pickets by sledge hammer is a slow and tedious pro-
cess, especially when the number of sledge hammers available is 1limited.

EVALUATION: When sledge hemmers are either not agvailable or are limited in
number and a large number of pickets must be erected in a relatively short period
of time, the task can be lightened by fabricating an "expedient picket driver”
by welding a two-foot piece of 4" to 6" diameter pipe perpendicular to the end of
another two-foot plece of 13" to 2" diameter pipe. By grasping the ends of the
smaller pipe and placing the larger pipe over the picket, the picket can be
driven easily into the ground.

RECOMIENDATION: Expedient picket drivers may be used on those occasions when
sufficient sledge hemmers are not available for driving large numbers of pickets,

(20) (U) Erection of Tin PASCO Buildines

OBSERVATION: When placing the anchor bolts for the buildings in concrete,
using the measurements for the plans, it was found that the measurements placed
the bolts so that they did not line up with the holes in the base plates,
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EVALUATION: If the base platea are uncrated first, they can be used as
s teaplate for placing the anchor bolts in the slab. The cloth measuring
tepe supplied with the kits is not adequate because it has a tendency to stretch.

RECOMMENDATION: The buse plate should be used as a template until such time
as the plane are corrected. The cloth tape should be replaced with a metal tape.

(21) (U) Erection of Porta-Kamp Building

OBSERVATION: The number of men required to erect the side walls of a Porta-
Kamp building according to tle instructions is inadequate.

EVALUATION: ‘The erection instructions indicate that only four men are required
to erect the side walls, However,after the roof of the building had been lifted into
place, it was found necessary to have five men erect the walls and one FCO to
supervise the fitting.

RECOMMENDATION: Five men together with one ICO should be used to erect the
walls of the Porta-Kamp Building,

(22) (U) Securing Metsl Edge to Concrete

OBSERVATION: Drilling holes near the edge of concrete in order to secure
a metal edge results in the edge of the concrete chipping and bresking.

EVALUATICN: Becnuse of the ‘)w grade of concrete available in RVN, it was
found tc be almost impossible to urill holes into concrete edging in order to
secure metal edges to it, The concrete chipped and broke if the holes were
within two or three inches of the edge. Helicopter repair kits conte.n an

epoxy glue which can be mixed at the job site end is very effective for fasten-
ing metal to concrete,

RECOMMENDATION: Epoxy glue chould be used in securing metel edging to concrete.

(23) (U) Pouring song Strips of Concrete
OBSERVATION: Wher ~uring long stripa of concrete with a limited amount of

time to complete pouxi ad erratic concrete delivery, a means of blocking off
the strips was needed.

EVALUATION: It was found that expasnsion joint lacations could not be
effectively preplanned because of errstic concrste delivery. Masonite wrapped
with tar paper proved to be an adequate block which acted slso as an ex-
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pemsion joint.

RECOMMENDATION: Use masonite wrapred with tarpsper as an expedient
expansiom joint vhen the conditioms, described exist,

(24) (U) Jcagticon of Extarior Bunker on Concrats Slab

OBSERVATION: Work is very slov constructing both inner and cuter walls
of a bunker on a conocrete slab.

EVALUATION: When-building a wooden bunker on a concrete slesb, very
little space is left between the inner and outer walls. The problem of
driving nails intu the outer wall in this confined space slowed down construst-

ion,

AECOMMENDATION: The exteriar walls can be prefabricated on the site
and then raised into position.

(25) (V) MeCnllogh Chain Saw Bladea

OBIERVATION: McCullogh chain sew blades cannot be sharpened because
of the carbide tip.

IVALUATION: When the carbide tips on the blades burn after continuous
use, the saw becomes virtually uselsss. The blades cannot be sharpened and
replacement blades are virtnally non-existent.

RECOMMENDATION: Increase the supply of chain ssv blades or improve the
blades.

(26) (6) Launching of the Bailay Bridgs

OBSEHVATION: It 4s not possible to launch a Bailey bridge in the
normal manner when one end of the bridge site is an existing portion of

a narrovw bridge.
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EVALUATION: When replacing an end of a partially destroyed bridge
which is too narrow to launch s Bailey bridge through the remaining span,
the Bailey bridge can be launched backwards from the abutment to the pier,
The bridge is constructed without the stringers, chess, and ribands in order to
decrease the weight of the bridge since a launchirig nose is impossible. These parts
are added after the bridge is in place. The bridge size is doubled to
counterbalance the bridge and extra transomes and stringers are added as a
safety factor. The bridge is then launched backwards with the end post
already in place on the bridge., A 20-ton crane can also be used on the
existing bridge to help set the Bailey bridge on the bearing plates,

RECOMMENDATION: That in a situation such as the one above, the Bailey
bridge be launched backwards in the manner described.

(27) (C) Storage of Bejley Bridges

OBSERVATION: As a result of bad communications and the distance between the
site of a blown bridge and the storage yard for a Bailey bridge, the bridge parts
were gspatched to the job site at irregular intervals resulting in a shortage of
o cerials,

EVALUATION: To prevent such a situation from occurring, a pattern should be
developed for storing the bridge. The loading was irregulax and some parts were not
delivered without undue delay. Bad communications and a long heul distance con-
tributed to the delays because trucks were dispatched in groups of two or three
at irregular intervals., Hence, the people on the job site did not kmow until all
the trucks hed arrived and the bridge was well on its way o completion that they
were shori parts,

RECOMMENDATIONs A standard storage pattern or system should be developed
and should be used by all units, The recommended system is to store all the
materials for each bay of the bridge so that all components may be loaded on
one truck,
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(28) (U) Anchor Systems in the Delta

OBSERVATION: One hundred pound kedge anchors will not hold effectively
in the Delta river bottom.

EVALUATION: Towing a kedge enchor on 150 feet of rope behind a bridge
erection boat is not enough to ground the anchor, One man can easily dislodge
the anchor.

RECOMMENDATION: Ancther system of anchoring should be used as a back-up
when kedge anchors are employed. No suitable system has been developed as
of this reporting period.

(29) (C) Expedient Anchorage System

OBSFRVATION: Using the Class 60 towers and cross bracing arms, an
expedient anchorage system for a float bridge can be devised.

EVALUATION: If a stationary object is within reach of the center of
a float bridge, the towers and cross bearing provide a firm back-up anchor-
age.

RECOMMENDATION: The described ancharage system should be considered as
an alternste soclution for anchoring a flout bridge.

(30) (C) Expedient Mine Boom Anchors

OBSERVATION: The current in two of the rivers in Vietnam is so svift
(over ten feet per second) that most of the anchors contrived for holding
mine booms in place were not adequate.

EVALUATION: After several possible solutions were attempted unsucessfully,
a combination of tio Bailey bridge panels, four 55-gallon drums filled with
concrete, and some U-shaped pickets was found to work with excellent results. The
four drums were filled with concrete, allowed to harden, and were placed on
their sides in between the twc panels, one panel on top and the other on bottom.
The pickets were welded onto the panels to hold the drums and were allowed
to extend beyond the top panel. A cable was attached to the bottom of the
anchor and a bouy or float was attached to the cable. The anchor and float
were then picked up by a CH-47 and dropped into the river with thé extended
pickets facing down and the mine*boom was attached to the float.

RECOMMENDATION: That the described system be considered for use as a nisde
boom anchor in the middle of a river.
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(31) (C) Communications Failure

OBSERVATION: Communications failure has occurred as a result of dust
and/or moisture.

EVALUATION: Dust and/or moisture permeestes radios, switchboards, and
their connections and causes malfunction of the enulpment,,

RECOMMENDATION: Appronriate meintenance of vulnerable i¢as of the equipment
should be estoblished to adequately protect the equipment from dust and moisture,

(32) (C) Communications Security

OBSLRVATION: Vietnamese civilians have been.observed looking at vehicle
radios,

EVALUATION: Even though Vietnamese civilians do not have direct access
to our redios, they often can get within several feet of a radio when a
vehicle is stopped. By matching the bumper with the frequency in the window
of the radio, and by listening to a transmission from the vehicle, pieces of
the CEOI can be "fitted together."

RECOMMENDATION: A piece of ¢ape should be placed acroes the frequency window
when driving in populated areas. Transmissions made in areas where civilians are in
a position to overhear should be avoided as much as possible,

(33) (C) Close Air Support at Night

OBSiRVATION: While employing assial fire sappewt in defense of might locatioms,
the most difficult aspect of fire control is adeguately marking friendly positionms,

EVALTATION: Units in contact during hours of darkness cften meither
properly mark their position ncr establish communications with the element
providing close air support. Prior to employing ailr support, the ground force
commander must mack the limits of his position and verify the enemy force
location. In addition, the air support element must establish communications
with the ground commander, 41l friendly units in the immediate area of contact
must monitor the radio net controlling/employing close air support.

RECOMMENDATION: Commanders should insure that small unit leaders are
thoroughly familiar with the ordnance capabilities of available air support
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and with proper marking techniques, Aviators should be briefed on the overall
tactical situation prior to establishing communications with the ground force
commender, Adjustments of close air supporting fires must be made by the
ground force commander.

(34) (C) Coordination of Artillery fire

OBSERVATION: Swmall unit commenders are presently not aware of the
procedures and responsibilitiec imwemmection with a no fire bax,

EVALUATION: A no fire box is a fire control measure used in conjunction
with the establishment of night positions., It can be in the shape of a box,
triangle, rectangle, or any other shape that suits the situation. It is drawn
on operational maps and firing charts and is a continuous line*which is 500
meters from friendly elements inside the box., Mire will not be delivered inside
the box unless specifically requested by the unit concerned, e.g., DEFCONS
and contuct fire missions, Forward observers deidrwine the size and shape of
the box in conjunction with the infantry company commander,

RECOMMENDATION: The box should be encoded and sent to the battalion
artillery LEO,

(35) (C) Naval gunfire

OBSERVATION: Observed direct Naval gunfire is an effective means of
beach preparation to augment conventional artillery or to substitute for
conventionel artillery when it is not available,

EVALUATION: On 28 December 1968, the Lth Battalton, L7th Enfantry used
naval gunfire support irow the USS Collelon iiip=36) in support of mz{tiple
riverine assaults. Under this new concept, the USS Colleton moved its MRB ‘
anchorage along with the river division ASPBs and Armored Troop Carriers (ATC).
Once the USS Colleton was positioned opposite the selected beaching sites, it
commenced a beach preparation using its two 40mm quadmount guns and 3-inch/

«50 caliber rapid fire mounts. There was no time limit pleced on fires provided
by the USS Colleton. As the flotilla of Monitors, ATCs, and ASPBs approached the
beaching site, they took up the beach preparation end the USS Colleton ceased fire.
This insured a continuous volume of fire on the beaching site.

RECOMMENDATION: That the fires from the heavy guns of the APBs be planned
as a part of beach preparation wheriever possibie,

(36) (C) Use of Snipers

OBSERVATION: Snipers are not slways effectively employed on the most likely
avenue of approach inin a defensive position.
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EVALUATION: Likely avenues of apnroach are renernllv those which offer the
most cover and/or concealment., Either of these factrre de-rive the sniper of his
basic ability to engage point targets at long ranee.

RECOMMENDATION: That snipers be used as an economy of force measure by posi-

tioning them to cover large open areas in or near a defensive position, This
allows a company commander to concentrate his forces in the vilnerable spots of

his nosition,
¢, (C) Training

(1) (U) Specialized Training for PW Guards and Supervisors

OX3TRVATION: The Prisoner of War sectinon is responsible for operating the
A collecting points at division and 2t cach of the brigades and for safeguarding
I*!s during evacuation from brigade to division. All military policemen are trained
in detainee processing procedures, emergency escape SOPs, and the Geneva Convention,
Many Military Police learned sufficient elementary Vietnamese to assist them when
dealing with detainees.

EVALUATION: Using permanently assigned personnel for Pi work rather than the
duty roster approach, the 9th Military Police Company has develoved an outstand-
ing group of specialists for handling detainees. They all Ynow what is required
for a secure detention facility and they know how to operate it with a minimum of
personnel. They know what to do in case of hostile actions or during an escape
attempt. They are trained to provide an environment conducive to the intelligence
gathering process and yet nrotect the rights of the detainee.

RECOMMENDATION: That the procedure described above be continued.

(2) (U) Dermatology Training

OBSERVATION: That the most important factor in the reduction of combat man-
daye lost Ane to dermatologic disease of the feet and body is the recognition and
troatrment of the condition by the Battalion Surgeon.

EVALUATION: Most surgeons arriving from CONUS have had no experience in
tropical dermatolegy. An initial training course by physicians who have had in-
country exverience s necessary if the new physician is to be able to contribute
to the recuction of s -in disease in his battalion. In addition, continued com-
minication in the form of a refresher covrse is necessary to allow the phvsicians
to keep abreast of new methods of diagnosis and treatment.

RECOMMENDATION: A1l surgeons arriving in the Division should receive a con-
centrated course in tronical dermatology given by an experienced representative
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of the Division Surgeon Office. Once each quarter each battalion surgcon sinould
be rotated into Division Headquarters Base Camp to receive a refresher course in
diagnosis and treatment of the disease,

d. (C) 1Intelligence

(1) (C) Mines

OBSERVATION: Numerous vehicles have been damaged or destroyed by mines in the
roadways. On more than one occasion it has been noted that mines had apparently
been buried in old mine craters. An old stump in the ground or a fixed stick in the
ground several yards off the road has been used as aiming stakes. Thin green wires
leading from the road to the command site have been strung along the surface of the
ground.

EVALUATION: Stumps, stakes or old wrecks provide a gocd means for the VC to
determine when to detmnate a mine he has planted in the road, ¥Withont sone kind of
aiming stake, he would have a lesser chance of detonating &'mine &t excctly the risht
moment to cause meximum damage. Since the filled craters are usually not curjpacted
as well as the rest of the road, they provide the moct logical place for the VC to
place & mine. On one occasion a mine was detonated in the ovening and the resulting
crater was not filled until morning. 7The ciater was filléed without checking the
loose dirt at the bottom and another mine was detonated in the same spot a few hours
later in the morning. Since the road was fairly well-traveled, the VC could not
have had time to place the mine in the crater that morning. This indicates that the
mine must have been placed in the bottom of the c¢rater the night before. The mine
was either deep in the crater or was of plastic construction precluding datection by
the¢ minesweep team. After the minesweep was completed, an innocent looking civilian
could have laid the thin green wire and hooked it to hidden wires leading from the
mine to the side of the roads The mine could then be command-detonated at the pre-
cise moment to hit a vehicle.

RECOiMENDATION: A good visual reconnaissance for aiming devices or wire sliould
be conducted in conjunction with mineswecping operations. A thorough inspection of the
crater before £illing 3hould be conducted to discover any additional mines. In order
to prevent the laying of command wires during the day, one or two lockout posts should
be sat up at strategic locations along the road.

(2) (C) Booby Iraps

OBSEHVATION: Booby trap incidents have increased markedly during the reporting
period. Most booby traps still consist of some metallic substance.
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EVALUATION: The casualties incurred by the increase in booby trap incidents
can be reduced during operations by the effective utilization of metallic mins de-
tectors or ordnance locators such as the Mark 10 or Mark 15 Detectors.

RECOMMENDATION: In oconjunction with operations, metallic mine detectors or
locators should be used to locate booby traps.

(3) () Intiltration of US Inatallaticns and Units

OBSERVATION: The VC have infiltrated many informants into Dong Tam Base
and other military instellations end units. The informants usually are civilian
employees, house girls, camp hangers, prostitutes, Tiger Scouts, and "Mini-
Scouts" (unauthorized use of children as Tiger Scouts).

EVALUATION: In January 1969, an element was compromised on numerous
operations by a "™ini-Scout" (12 years old) and camp hangers. One compro-
mise resulted in two US KHA and one US WHA,

RECOMMENDATION: A close inspection should be conducted of ¢ivilian personnel
entering and leaving military installaticns. Camp hangers and "Mini-Scouts"
should be eliminated. Kliminate discussions of planned tactical operations
with Tiger Scouts wntil immediately prior to execution of the operation.

(4) (C) ¥C Bvasion Techuiques

OBSERVATION: The Y{ do not move a great distance when evading US ground
operations, but remain hidden in the general area. When a US unit has passed,
the VC double back in the direction of the US landing.

EVALUATION: A thorough knowledge of the area together with preplenred
concealment are put to good use by the VO, In Jamuary a detainee leading a
US ground element back to his base area esecaped. Alter one US element had swept
the area in which he was suspected to be hiding, the detainee removed himself
from his hiding place and ran into enother US element which was sweeping
behind the first. On a "Stay Behind" operation in January, a Long Range
Reoonnaissance Patrol (LRRP) reported that an area which had been swept
with negative results by US ground elements, came alive with VC as soon as the
last US ground element had been extracted.

RECOMMENDATIONs PRscommend that US elements on sweep operations check
suspected VC locations more carefully.
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(5) (U) HNeed for Complete Capture Dyta

OBSERVATION: As soon as a detainee is apprehended, cogplete capturing data
should be obtained by the capturing unit. Complete capturfing data includes the
following informations identification of thes detainee, unit identification,
mission of the detainee, location of capture, and other remarks pertinent to
the circumstances existing at the time of capture., Complete capturing data

is necessary to insure thorough and rapid processing, interrogation, and classi-
fication of the detainee.

EVALUATION: The lack of complete capturing data materially hinders rapid

_processing of detainees. A lack of capturing data results in a sacrifice

of vital intelligence information. Oapturing units,in far too many instances,
have failed to insure that pertinent capturing data is preserved for later use
in the intelligence gathering process.

RECOMMENDATION: Commanders must insure that all persenrcl realize the
neceasity of complete capturing dats on all detainees.and that they know how

to complete the capturingcdatartags vhich Accompany &he detainee from
the field to the collecting point,

(6) (U) Military Police-Militsry Intelligence (IPW) Relationships

OBSERVATION: The mission of an MI-IPW team is to classify detainees and
extrasot as much information as possible., Military Police custodial personnel
and the MI team work together in achieving their missions. The atmosphere
oreated by the presence of Military Police has proven to be effective in making
the detainee more relaxed and receptive to the idea of furnishing valuable
intelligence data.

EVALUATION: Cooperation between MP and MI (IPW) personnel has resuited
in valuable intelligence returns which have materially aided the combat
effectiveness of the 9th Infantry Division. Along with obtaining that in~
formation which is invaluable toward the success of tactical operations,

Joint MP and MI (IPW) efforts have aided in recruiting numerous Viet Cong
into the Chieu Hoi Program and in proving to them that Americans can be trusted
to protect the integrity of the individual detainee.

RECOMMENDATION: That MP and MI (IPW) teams maintain good working relation-
ships for cooperation in the processing of detainees.
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e, (U) Logistics

(1) (U) Puel Contemination

OBSERVATION: The contamination of JP4 aviation fuel by water at forward ares
rearm~refuel eites resulted in & loss of facilitieb which wes costly in time and
effort,

EVALUATION: Condensation of water in fuel storage bladders, tanks, and
fuel tankers occurs because of flustuating temperature and the high relative
humidity. Fuel dispensed at the refueling sites was transported froam storage
tanks by fuel tankers, 500-gallon collapsible drums for aerial delivery were
filled at the air delivery zone and airlifted tc the refueling site by CH-47
or CH-54 helicopters. At the refueling site, fuel remained in the bladders
until dispensed to airoraft. Accumrlation of watexr by condensation could have
noourred during any or all of the stcrage or transit stages of the operation.

RECOMMENDATION: To eliminate the accumulation of water, a series of fuel
filtezs was established at each point the fuel changed storage facilities,
Frequent tests of all fuel containers were: made to insure fuel was not
contaminated by water. Collapsible bladders are not draired completely at the
site. At least 6" of fuel is left In each container to protect against sediment
and/cr water that may be in the bottom of container. Fuel handling personnel
must ensure that the refueling poiat and its equipment are inspected frequently
to eliminate any possible source of contamination.

(2) (U) Prisoner of War ldentification Kit

OBSERVATION: No rapid processing identification camera is authorized for
use by military police custodisl personnel, yet photographs must be attached
to detainee forms, The one camera in use at the Dong Tam facidity is on loan
from another Division agency. Fhotographs which accompany intelligence documents
pertaining to Civil Defendents, Chieu Hoi's, and Prisoners of War provide an
excellent positive identification for later use. A number of Civil Defendents
are captured repeatedly and correlation with prior records is often difficult
without photougraphs, There is no camera equipment at Forward Collesting Points,
Civil Defendents located at the Forward Collecting Points are released direotly
to the Vietnamese National Police and no photographic record is made. Finger~
printing of detainees also presenhs protlems at the Division and Forward:
‘Collecting facilities. Presently, fingerprint plates, ink rollers, and tube
ink are used to secure readable fingerprints from detainees. This process is
extrenely time consuming, The United States Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory
has extensively tested and recommended edoption of a fingerprint stamp ymd. The
pad would allow rapid, uncomplicated fingerprinting. The Division has recently
received an identification banding kit from USARV for use on ell pads. Sufficient
kits were obtained to equip the Division Porward Colleoting Points,
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WALUATION:  The benefits obtained from the development and provision of an
Identification Kit would be considerable. Beach Collecting Point would have the
immediate capability to photograph, fingerprint, and place identification bands on
all detainees. Detainee records would be more complete, provide & permanent record,
and assist in positive identification of detainees at later times.

RECOMMENDATICis 3 PW Identification Kit should be adopted and authorized for
use by military police custodial personnel at Division Central and all Division
Forward Collecting Points.

(3) (C) Convoy Security

OBSERVATION: Over convoy routes that are green (safe), but do have a certain
amount of risk, it is necessary to provide security for convoys.

EVALUATICN: It has been found that there is some lows of security when Mili-
tary Police vehicles are used instead of armored personnel carriers (APC) for con-
voy escort. However, the loss of security is minimized by having the APCs positicned
along the convoy route and all units operating on a common radio net. Use of MP
vehicles results in a faster moving convoy, fewer APC meintenance problems and
greater utilization of APCs on tacticel operations.

RECOMMENDATION: That this means of convoy security for relatively safe routes
be employed whenever possible.

(4) (U) Utilization of Alrcraft

OBSZHVATION: Improved utilization of available flylng nours was attained
through closer passenger control.

EVALUATICN: Closer passenger control was obtained by placing 1iaison NCOs at
each of the two major passenger terminals, Bien Hoa and Tan Son Nhut. A% Tan San
Nhut, aircraft ground time has been reduced by having the liaison NCO manifest R&R
retwrnees and escort them directly to the aircraft. The Air Traffic Control Office
(ATCO) adds transient passengers to the manifest. 4 side benefit of better personnel
control is a major reducticn in the time required for personnel coming from RAR to
return to their units.

RECOM:ENDATION: That close attention to passenger control be continued.

(5) (c)
Sontrol

083:RV.TICH:  Allocaticn of hellcopter mwnition (2.75" rockots) under 4Sit
control to specific aviation unit: s not - n.actical mesns of controlling and
limiting expenditures.
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EVALUATI(N: The present tactical employment of helicopter gunships firds them
frequently operating far fram their unit bases. Rearming is done at the nearest
established rearmm point. Specific host units are assigned responsibility for opera-
ting the rearm points. They must supply Class VA to all aircraft operating in the
area. Consumption is not related to the number of aircraft based at the rearn

point.

AL SUDATILN:  That Class VA be allocated to rearm ncints b:ied on dem:n.
history. and operaticral planning data and that separate cortir~” —~ -vro: be i--..cd
on aviation units to restrict consumption at point of expanulture (rirereft,
rather than point of issue {rearm point).

f. Organization: None.
gs (C) Other

(1) (C) Signal: Losaes of Trenamission Pover

OBSER7ATION: It has been determined that persons with wet clothing reduce the
gsending range »f the AN/PRC-25 radio using the AT-292/PRC antenna, vhen they stand
between the antenna and the receiving station.

EVALUATION: The wet clothing abscrbs some of the transmitted signal.

RECOMMENDATION: That all radio operators and small unit leaders be made aware
of this fact so they may insure that wet personnel do not interfere with field radio
traffiCQ

(2) (C) Sigual: Training of Radio Cparators

OBSERVATION: The majority of commmications security violations are of a rou-
tine nature which could be prevented by gocd commo procedure.

EVALUATION: Battalion and brigade redio operators are normally recruited from
commo perscnnel in subordinate units. These individuals are generally intelligent
and willing, but have little or no formal communications treining,

RECOMMENDATION: That each battalion:angd brigade operate a short communica-
tions procedure refresher course for all radio-telephone operators and that all
inconing radio-telephone operators be required to underge this instruction prior
to assuming their duties.

(3) (U) Beduction of Foot Disease
OBSERVATION: The oocurrence of foot disease increases sharply after 48 hours
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of continuous exvosure tv an inundated envirament and the 9th Infantry Division
TACI reizains inundated even in the dry season.

&V ALUATIUN:  Skin disease of the feot can reduce "paddy strength" of a bat-
talion by 35% after 72 hours of continuous exposure and by 50% after 96 hours.
A dryirg out period of 2, hours after expesure of 48 hours pernits the skin to
beal wiid thus prevents breakdown of the sxin and the ultimate condition which fol-
lous, infection. During thc dry sceson nost arezs of opcration continue to h-
immdated; tius, without the limit of 48 hourc to =~ddy operations, the occurrence
of foot disease would be as high as thc occurrence in the wait season,

RECOMI:ENDATION: That the command policy of 1limiting operations in "paddy
areas" to 48 hours followed by a 24 hour dry utilization period be used as an
importent method to prevent disease of the feet. That this policy should be
continued throughout the dry season.

(4) () Clipicgl Research

OBZRVATION: Clinical research of dermatologic disease occurring among troops
in the field is a valuable tool in discovaring new methods of treatment for this
disease.

ZVALUATION: The combat eavironment which exists in an infantry division
is normally thought to prohibit the use of clinical ressarch. However, through
the cocperation of the Commanding General, the organic medical personnel and the
WA Rescerch Teem, Vietnam, this division has been able to conduct this type of
resezrch in the field among combat battelicns. The information gained from these
elinical studies has centributed to improved treatmert methods for several types of
dzrmatologic disesse.

#LOMVENDATION:  That clinical research in a combat enviromnent continue to
be ulilized as a method of discovering new methods of treatment for the dermatologic
dise xze occurring anong the troops in this division.

(5) (v) - ion of Crew Tuo:

CBeRYATICN:  Construction of crews quarters eand well decks .on LCI-&: has been
of vceds This has proven inadequate for many reasons. A better solut’-n was
rceded as an interim measure until receipt of metal modules,

ST LUATIOE: Construction of the structure in the well decks, i.e., CPs,
7Cs, Mess ilall, IPW, DCV was sufficiently strong when made of wood, but insects
boonne eteessives In the areas where food was prepared they were particularly
tothersome. The insects were introduced onto the bosts from cardboard cartons and
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boxes., The mess boat was plagued with all kinds of vermin. Although spraying was
helpful, it wes not completely effective and provided only temporary relief.

RECOM &IDATICN: Pending issue of all modules, all newly constructed bcats
will be made of metal whenever possible. Of particular importance is the new r.zss
boat., It i3 being constructed entirely of metel:. The supports are 4" UD pipe
and the walls are discarded PSP, The vesssl will have neiel floors and walls.

All metel corstruction will allow frequent wasling with Yot water and soap. This
type of construction will have to be limited due to the scarcity of raw naterials,
but will definitely aid in control of vermin and rodents.

58

CONFIDENTIAL




N

- e

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-MH 15 Pebruary 1969
SUBJECT: Cperational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

3, (C) Section 3, Lessons Learmed fror :uployment of Tacticel Cover, Degeption
gnd Evasion,

a, (C) Insertions of Recomnaissapce Elsments

OBSERVATION: Insertion ¢f Long Range Patrols without compromise is extremely
diffioult to effect after friendly units are withdrawn.

EVALUATION: The preferrea method of covering ths imsertion cf IRPs is the
"gtay behind teahninue,” When making a late evening aiimobile extractiom of deployed
units, insert a LRP element with one of the final sorties to arrive at the PZ,
IRPs can operate with the deployed unit during the day, pick likely spots
for night obuervation and intelligence gathering, and then remain behind when
the conventional unit extracts. Cover for waterborne insertion is the most diffi-
cult to achieve. However, it can be accomplished by using several boats simltanecusly,
one of which will carry the IRP to be inserted. Each boat muy make several landings,
but al! boats should withdraw and return to their base at approximately the same time,

ReCOMMENDATION: That careful efforts be made to conceal the inse.tion of
I.RPS.

b. (C) Enemy Decoy and Deception Techniques

OBSERVATION: The VC have been successfully using decoys to draw US ground
forces away from VC locations.

EVALUATICON: Three to five VO are often seen running away frow a location into
which US trocps are about to advance. This has the effect of pulling the entire
US ground element away from the planned target area. On 24 December, during an
attempt to recover a US PW, five VC were seen to run away from the area in which
a8 prisoner was allegedly imprisoned. The main body of US troops gave chase to
the five VC, It was later learned that the VC withdrew in another direction
with the US PW, In January 1969 a US Cavalry element spotted three camouflaged
buildings in an area toward which US troops were moving. Three VC ran away
from this area. The DS troops gave chase and consequently never entered the target
area.

RECOMMENDATION: A part of the US ground element should always be designated

to proceed to the planned target area.
) /) .
' /

Colonel, 1R
Acting hief of Staff
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JUBJ&CTs COperutional Report of 9th Infuntry UJivision for lreriod anding
31 Januury 1969, RC3 CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)
DA, HQ II MPORCLV, 41O San Francisco 96266 91 MAR 1969
TURUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATilt AVIGC(DST), 4FC 96375
Comrander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTi:t GPOP-IT, 4FO 96558

TCs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departmert of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of the 9th Infantry Division for the perioc ending 31
January 1969.

FOR THis CCIIANDER3

él!




CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 69) 2d Ld
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Feriod Ending
3! January 1969 (RCS CSFUR-65) (Rl)

HEADQUARTEKS, UNLTED STATES AKMY, VAKINAM, AFO San Franciseco 96375 1 MAY 1969

TO0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-LT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters ias reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from the 9th
Infantry Division,

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning Staffing of Supply and Service
Unit, page 35, paragraph 2a(3), which recommends increasing the air
delivery section strength from one (E4) to three (one E5 and two E4);
concur, The recommendation appears valid and upon receipt of this pro~
posal in MTOE format, it will be evaluated and processed, However, in
accordance with Ak 611-201, the grade authorization for a three man
section would be one E4 and tw. E3's,

b. (C)} Reference item concsrnir: Transportation of Prisoners of
War to ARVN PW Faciiitiea, Combined Mil. tary Intelligence Centers, and
Medical Facilities, page 38, paragraph 2b(5). The recommendation, as
stated, does not lend itself to a concurrence cr nonconcurrence by this
headquarters. A check of the files at this headquarters has failed to
reveal any documentation pertaining to the recommendation noted to rave
been forwarded to USARV on 17 January 1969; however, operational mat-
ters of this type should be resolved at the FFORCEV/Military Police
Brigade level. II FFORCEV has been advised of this action., No action
by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

¢, (C) Reference item concerning Sampan Pumps, page 41, paragraph
2b(15); concur in evacuating captured sampan motors through engineer
channels for potential usage in projects requiring drainage. Nonconcur
in procurring pumps (motors) through supply channels as there are pumps
presently in the inventory which will serve the same purpose. Unit
will be advised.

d. (C) Reference item concerning Securing Metal Edge to Concrete,
page L, paragraph 2b(22); nonconcur, Standard construction practice
is to weld metal "stubs" to the inside of metal edging. The stubs are
imbedded in the concrete and anchor the metal edge after the concrete
has hardened.,

e, (C) Reference item concerning McCullogh Chain Saw Blades, page
45, paragraph 2b(25); nonconcur., Blades on the McCullogh Saw can be
sharpened with a 9/32" round file. Burning of the blades is.an indication
of misuse of the saw,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10 -
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AVHGC=00T (15 Feb 0v) 2d Ind
oUbJuCT:  Uperctionul heport of Yth infantry Uivision fo-~ fteriod hnding
31 January 1909 (HUS CoFUh=0b) (1d)

f. (C) Heference item concerning Launching of the sailey .ridge,
pige 45, paragraph 2b(2v); concur. Thie method of launching the Bailey
Bridge may ve found on page 27v of il 5-271.

[ (C) neference item concerning Anchor Systems in the Lelta, page
47, paragraph 2b(28); concur. The follcwing is provided: Chapter 12 of
T 5-210 lists many standard and expedient anchorage systems for float
bridging, the ajority of which have veen usea successiully in the Lelta,
including the method used in paragraph 2b(.3y) on page 47 of- the Yth
Inffantry Uivision Otdl.

he (C) seference item concerning Lxpedient .iine ..oom anchors,
page 47, paragraph 2bii%). uoncur in systew deserving consiueration for
nge 5 1 rdie oo aenor, with sultoole substitutefor _alley oridce
PLIMIG, il eh are non=cKpene oble saploly itlas.

i. (C) ieference item concerning Jowuunicrtions Security, page L.,
carapraph (3:0); concur. ‘this is a siwple vut effective .ethod of pather-
ing Irequency and unit ldentilicitioun. Iltew 111 Le puclisied in the next
i1s.ue of U....V Co.vat Intellipeace Lessons, nzcoruend Uen.d.U and s
reru.lish item to other major suvordinate cownands,

Je (U) eference item concerning Dermutolosy Treiaing, page 50,
varagraph 2¢{2); concur, acdivional assistance is availizule to Swigeon,
Gth infantry iivizion, in the assignuent of two der.atolozists to
-eraatolesy Center, Z.th svacuction hospital., (ne of these indiviwuels
will ve made continually availavlie to widts in Iii and 1V CT2 for
instruction and on site clinics with nedical vattzlions.,

k. (C) leference item concerning mines, page 51, paregraph a(1);
concur. "hese are important wids in ¢nily winesweeping operations,
itea will be ruolishiea in the next issue of UbaiV Coavet intellipence
Lessons, aecomnend no action uy USAulal or s,

1. (U) ueference itein concerning infiltration of US insivellations
and units, poge 5%, paragraph d(3); concur. Jbservaticn provides jood
hints for insuring operation:l sccurily. JLtem will ve puLlished in e
next lssue of UV Comwet Intellijence Lessous. .ecoiwiend no action uy
oLl or .

n. (U) Reference item concerning Prisoner of lvar Identification
Kit, page 54, varagraph 2e(2); concur. This headquarters is currently
running a survey of the effectiveness of prisoner o1 war identification
Idts that were issved to the field in November 1508, +The addition of a
rapid processing identification camera and fingerprint stamp pad as

63
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AVEGC=-01 (15 Feu v¥) 2d ind
SUsduut:  uperational report of Yth infantry Livision for rer.od xncing
31 January 190y (ntS CoFun=0%) (id)

counonents of , or in adaition to, che prisoner of war nawe identification
kit will te included as a portion of the survey results and forwarced to
higher headquarters for evaluation by appropriate agencies,

n. (C) Kkeference item concerning Allocation of helicopter iunitions
under Available Supply hate(Sh) Control, page 55, paragraph «d(5); non-
concur. UbanV allocates munitions to major commanders who further sub-
allocate to usiag units, kach commander is responsiole for planning
operations within the quantity of ammunition allocated. If UoAllV were
to allocate helicopter munitions to rearuing points, it would be, in
effect, establishing atR's which would deprive the commander of managing
the munitions available to him,

.

FOR THE COFiaNuisk:

C. D. WHSON

1T, AGC

Aasistant Adjutant Genere!
Cy furn:
9th Inf Div
H¢ II FFV

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

GPOP-DT (15 Feb 69) 3d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for Period Ending
31 Jsnuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 /Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 28 JUN 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departmeut of the
Army, Washingtom, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This hesdquarters has evsluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2, (C) Reference paragraph 2i, 2d Indorsement. This recommendation
concerning placing a piece of tape over the frequency window of
vihicular mounted radios to prevent unsuthorized personnel from
observing the operating frequency will be incorporated into the next
revision of Headquarters, U. S. Army, Pacific, Communications -
Electronics Instructions (CED, item number 10-( ).

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CRIEF:

At~

-L. SHORTY
AGC
AG

i3"

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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S3IGNRD UNI

HHG 9th Inf Div
HHC 1st Ude
HHG 2nd Bde
""C 3rd Bde
HHB Div Arty
b=31 Inf
2-39 Inf
3-39 Inf
4-39 Inf
2-47 Inf (M)
3-47 Iof
4=47 Inf
2=60 Inf
3-60 Inf
5-60 Inf
3-5 Cav
2-4 rty
1-11 Arty
334 Arty
1-84 Arty
+h Avn Bn
9th Sig Bn
9th MP Co
15¢h Engr
43 Inf PLT (SD)
45 Inf PLT (SY]

Inclosure 1

CONFIBENTIAL

31 Jauuary 1969
QRGANIZAIICH

65th Inf PLT (CT)
E/50th Inf (LEP)

Al Cushion Yeh Unit
3618t avn Jet

19th ¥il Hist .Det
18th PI Det

19th P1 Det

22nd PI Det

9th M1 Det

58,th MI Det

39th Chem Det

1st Air Boat F1t

9th Div Spt Comd

HHC Band, Discom

9th 3&T Bn

709th Maint Bn

9th Med Bn

9th Admin Co

Reliable Academy

1097 Trans Co (Medium Boat)
31st Trans Co (Medium Boat)
ATTACHED UNITS

335th BRC

137th Med Det

5-2nd Arty ( AWSP) (DS)
6-77th Arty

B/3-17 Cav

OPGCR

214th Avn Bn (-)

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Lb DOD DIR 5200.10
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T3k Organization and Unit

9th Inf Div
15th Engr (-)
D/3-5 Cav
B/3-17 Cav
DIVARTY
1-84 Arty (-)
A/1-84 Arty
B/1-8L Arty
C/1-8, Arty
D/1-84 Arty (2 Tubes)
6-77 Arty (<)
4/6-77 Arty
B,%ﬁ? Arty (4 Tubes)
(2 Tubes)
C/E-77 Arty
B/5-42 Arty GSR
C/5-42 Arty GSR
OPERATZON SPEEDY EXPRESS
1st Bde
4-39 Inf (-)
B/4~39 Inf
€/4-39 Inf
D/4=39 Inf

Locations as of 06N0H

DONG Tanm

DONG TM

DONG TAM

DONG TAM
DONG TAM

DONG TAM

TAN TRU

FSPB DIZ22Y
FSPB KBEY

FSPB MO(RE
CAN THO

THOI LAI
THON TRI DIEN
Gi'UA ROM
CHIEN TRAFEANG

CAN GIUCC

THU THUA

FSPB MOCRE

FSPB DIZ7Y

FSPB DIZZY

AP BINH LONG (2)
AP BINH LONG

CONFIDENTIAL

b7

3t Jaru-r

BB

& 8 B

2

& B

8 & &

XS

WS
LS
WS

WS

"2

LIL3
4143
Lik3
4143
L143

2650
9975
9956
2851,
9357

Y




3.39 Inf (-)
A/3-39 Inf

B/3-39 Inf
/339 Inf

D/3-39 Inf
2-39 Inf (-}
A/2-39 Inf
B/2-39 Inf
5/2-39 Inf
6-31 Inf (-)
A/6=31 Inf
€/6-31 Inf
p/6-31 Inf

1-11 Arty (DS) (=)

A/1-11 Arty
B/1-11 Arty
2d Bde
2d Bde Fwd
3-47 Inf (-)
A/3-47 Inf
B/3-47 Inf
C/347 Inf
D/347 Inf
3-60 Inf (-)
B/3-60 Inf
D/3-60 Inf

CONFIDENTIAL

DONG TAM
PB DERCS

PB DEPERIO
PB DALTON

PB DUNAWAY
FSPB DIRK
FSPB DUSTY
DONG TAM

AP MY HOA
FSPB MOORE
AP CAN 10

AP HOA HUNG (1)
DONG TAM
DONG TAM
FSPB DUSTY
FSPB MOCRE
MRB

FSPB KHAN
FSPB TIGER II
AP CHO (3)
TIGER II
CHAU HOp

AP QUI NGHIA
MRB

AP MHUT (1)
AP PHU DIMH

CONFIDENTIAL
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31 Jamuary 1969

XS L143

XS 364

XS 4345

XS 4345

X5 3644

XS 1448

XS 134

IS Li43
1350
2650
2553
2048
L1L3
L143
1344
2650
3941
L&6
6227
5829
6227
6228
6226
3941
5235
3539

Hon BB BB BEE BB B EBEBE BB B




CONFIDENTIAL

31 Jamary 1969

L-b7 Inf (=) MRB XS 3941
D/4-47 Inf AP AN VIMH XS L618
3-3, Arty DONG TAM IS 4143
A/3-34 Arty PSPB KORD XS 413
B/3-34 Arty FSPB KHAXI XS 5627
€/3-% Arty FSI'B KLAW II XS 6027

OPERATION TOAN THANG (Phase II)

3d Bde TAN AN 1S 5565
5-60 Inf (-) RACH KIEN XS 7469
B/5-60 Inf AP TRUONG XS 7667
2-60 Inf (-) TAN TRU X5 65¢2
D/2-60 Inf FSPB LUIWIG XS 4276
2-47 Inf (=) (¥) BINH PHUOC 1S 6155
A/2-47 Inf () BEN LIC ERIDGE XS 6275
B/2-L7 Inf (39) TAN AN SOUTH XS 5564
C/15th Engr TAN AN XS 55¢5
2-L Arty (DS) (-) TAN AN. XS £56%
A/2-l Arty RACH KIEN XS 7469
B/2-L Arty BINH PHUOC XS 6155
€/2-4 Arty (2 Tubes) TAN TRU XS 6562
(4 Tubes) FSPB LUDWIG XS 4276

DETACHED UNITS:
3-5 Cav (=) OPCON TO 1CtST ABN DIV (AML) TRANH LAM YD 8116

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

31 January 1969
Personnel and Administretive Data (U)

1. (C) Maintenance of Unit Strength

8. Division Strength:
(Comparison as of 1 Nov 68-31 Jan 69)

. OFFICERS ENLTSTED
Authorized Asztgned Authorized Assigned
Nov 1,304 1.329 16,677 17,790
Dec 1,320 1,347 16,989 17,937
Jan 1,320 1,410 16,989 18,163

(Strenfth by Month)

Authorized Assigned Present for Duty

OFF WO ENI, OFF Vo ENL OFF WO ENL

Nov 1126 178 16 677 1.181 148 17,790 1,233 164 17,226

Dec 1,133 187 16,989 1,204 143 17,037 1,22 193 17 578

Jan 1,133 187 16,989 1,246 164 18,163 1,278 15¢ 17,352
b. Gains:

OFF WO EM AGG
Nov 229 i3 1,589 . a1
Dec 9% 6 1,037 :.137

Jan 147 19 £,829 1,995

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Incl 4 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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31 Jamary 1963

¢. Cosurltiess

KHA WHA
OFr WO M OFF WO BM
Nov 2 0 INA 18 1 34
Dec 6 0 59 36 1 466
Jan 1" 0 100 50 2 620
NHD NHI
Nov - - 5 2 - 23
Dec - - 12 1 - 29
Jan - - 2 3 - 27

de Analysis of Casuelties:

SMALL BOOBY

MILES AR MORTAR  TRAPS SNIPER  OTHER
RIF 102 23 4 697 37 139
Defense 11 17 0 9 0 18
Convoy 10 C 0 0 3 0
Patrol 0 48 7 23 3 39
Base 3 26 160 0 1 16
In Flight 0 15 0 0 0 4
Ambush 1 15 28 3 1 10
Atteck 0 2 0 0 0 4
Other 26 6 1 16 5 13

CONFIDENTIAL
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31 Jamary 1969
(Source)

KHA WHA
Mor tar 16 184
Mines N 122
Small Arms 94 272
Booby Traps 55 693
Sniper 7 43
Other 19 224

(Lczation ef Wound)
Leg 13 580
i 1 272
Head 101 257
Back 8 122
Chest 48 94
Stomach 20 67
Other AN 146
(Situation)

RIF 147 1069
Def'ense 1 54
Convoy 4 9
Patrol 30 90
Base Area 10 1%
In Flight 0 19
Occupy Ambush 15 43
Atteok 4 2 CONFIDENTIAL
Other 1 56
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2, (U) Persounel megts

PIR Recoun:iliation: Personnel Information Roster updating was the most
significant mansgement function to occur during the period of the report.
It was discovered that incorrect moming report entries were being made by
most of our division units and had resulted in erroneous posting of Personnel
Information Rosters at Division level. Theiefore, PIR's were not reflecting the
true status of battalion strengths. To alleviate this problem, AG Personnel
Managewent made arrangements to have each battalion send representation to
AG with the battelion PIR's so that a hand posted reconciliation could be made.
AG worked with ons battalion per day. This method has resulted in much greater
accuracy in strength accounting and further allows for correct management and
reassignment of division personnel.

3. (U) Development and Management of Morale:
a. Morale continues to be high in all units,
b. Special Services Activities,
(1) Entertainments
(a) USO shows. Date
Cascades 14 Nov 1968

Major Leaque All Star Spec. 15 Nov 1968

Joey Bishop 22 Nov 1968
Sig Sacowicz 14 Dec 1968
Op HOLLY 27 Dec 1968
James Stewart & Wife 14 Jan 1969
Mr, Daniel & Friends 19 Jan 1969

(b) Soldier Shows:

Mercenaries 7,8, Jan 1969
The Common People 17,18 Jan 1969
79
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31 January 196Y

(2) BR&R
Month Allocatinns Used % of Utilizatiem
Nev 1449 1524 105.1%
Dec 1473 1566 106.3%
Jan 1650 1707 100.1%

c. lostal Activities.

(1) Durirg the period 1 Nuv 68 - 25 Jan 69, 879,13C pounds of mail were
handled by the APC. T::is imcludes both incoming and outgoing items. The period
5 Dec 68 - 28 Dgc 68 was the b siest in terms of volume of mail handled. During
the period above, 37 CONEX containers of mail were received. All mail was delivered
to the unit mail clerks on the day 1t was recleved. An augmentation of 22 personnel
wes utilized to accomplish operation,

(2) Hospital mail stativtics for the period averaged 96% effectiveness,
an exceptional degree of success,

¢. Awards and Decorations: During this period & new Awards and Decoretions
policy was implementcd for the 9th Divisicn. ivery unit has been directed t- review
the records of every man in its organization afte:- he has been in country for five
months to deterrine if the irdividusl deserves an achievement award. The units are’
also to review the records of every man in thier organization after he has been
in country for 11 months to determine if he deserves an achievement award or service
award or both, Each month commanders will suomit a roster to Gl indicating that they
have reviewed the records of these men with five and eleven months service with the
actions taken concerning these perscmnel.

d. Awards and Decorations. Awards Issued (1 Nov 68-31 Jan '65)

UNIT Mi DSC LM BS DFC SM BSV AM/ ACMVBS AM ACM PH TOTAL
1st Bde 2 3 5 1 %6 67 23 5 122
2d Bde 1 3 1 3 28 38 23 2 99
2 Bde 1 5 %6 T 22 3 134
3/5 Cav 1 5 21 13 3 18 72 433 58 60 63%
6/31 Inf 7 L 23 3 35 260 40 129 532
2/39 Inf 1 27 1 L 54 87 57 280 37 94 642
3/39 Inf 14 3 2 46 90 48 192 260 134 819
4/39 Inf 7 g8 54 2 88 43 382 42 166 1170
2/47 Inf 9 117 2 46 6 2 183 82 408
3447 Inf 9 1 34 1 2 §° 78 T1 139 406
4747 Inf 1 b 2 23 1 L 4L 101 127 1 432
2/6G6 Inf 33 1 39 2 15 54 348 92 148 732
3/6¢ Inf g 1 3 57 7% 55 38 90 67 74
5/60 Inf 1 g 1 1 59 39 22 13 8 69 297
Div Arty . 2 2 2 31 45 7 107
2/4 &ty 1 1 6 15 .38 26 98 15 200

~
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TNIT M DSC 1M SS DR WM
2

311 Arty 1

/34 Arty 4

£/71 Arty

V.84 Arty

Spt Com

2th S& T 1

9th Med

Gth Avn 8

9th Sig

15th Engr

709th Maint 1 1 1l
9th Adain 1l

Sth MP

HRKC 9th Div 4

9¢h M1

384tk MI

18th P10

224 PIO 1l
19th MHD

39th CML

43rd Inf

45th Inf

65th Inf

E/50th Inf 7
Rel Acd

1097th Trans 1l 4§ 1
Airbost

335 RRC

RS
S5 |8

W NN\

Pt =

N - |§
(WY
-

31 January 1969

o
23 136
11 82
1 14
2 106
3 34
109
3 90
1089 153
5 19
3 188
11 231
2 195
63
el 57
17
1
) S
2 3
2 3
6 3
1l
1
14
24
31
40
24

@O\~ @
A

n

B A
W ~

NN

20
3
12
1

TOTAL

238
184
45
156
61
149
127
1326
164
274
286
270
)1
210
|
1

1
10
8
11
6

1

3
57
40
14
41
33

TOTAL 1 3 9 142 42 35 496 28 652 1216 3959 3420 1396 11399

e, Religio\u Services:

(1) The following ere statistios of the Religious Activities for the

pericd 1 November 1368 - Jamary 1969:

PROTESTANT
Nuaber of Services 1441
Atitendance 34,578
Memorial Services 68
Hompital Visits 404

CATHOLIC

792
23,029
29

23

JENISE
13
131

0

0

TOTAL
2246
57,738
9

635

(2) Compared with the last reporting period we had increases in both the

nmueber of services and attendance.
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31 Jamuary 1569

(3) The significant ‘a:xease 11 services and sttendance raflects the norwml
inereases for the Thanksgiving and Christmas periods.,

f. Bed Cross:
(1) ded Cross support rendered during the reporting period wvas as follows:

CASES DMER NON-EMER
HANDLED  LOANS/GRANTS (ANI)  LEAE LENVE

November 1N 18 ($2520.00) 166 1010
December 1151 8 ($975.00) 175 811
January 1337 1 ($160.00) 17 954

(2) The December dip in case totals is the anmal holiday slowdown,
Otherwise, the totals remain relatively static. The decline in loan activity
is more a cyclic effect than a trend. The statistics are not considered high
for a comrand of this size.

(3) As of 1 December 68, this office relinequished control of the
Bearcat ARC substation to the Field Director, II Field Forces, due to the
departure tran Bearcet of the last 9th Division Troops.

(4) For Christmas, 25,281 ARC gift bags were distributed, one to each
servicaman and woman in the Division 40.

(5) Attempting to reduce the Division drowning rate, ten line persomnel
completed & two weck Water Safety Instructors course. They willbe utilized by
the Brigade Commanders as instructars for two hour Combat Survival Swimming
courses to line paraonnel. Also, an October graduate of the W5I course h:-s been
placed in the Reliable Academy as a Water Survival instructor,

g Bducatior Center:

(1) Iptroduction: The Army Education Center, which moved to Dong Tam from
Bearcat early this fiscal year, has been in the process of obtaining sufficient
floor space and instructional equipment to carry or its essential mission of
offering both enlisted men and officers the opporturinty to remedy, at least in
part, any educational deficiencies they may have. In addition, the Army Education
Center is chargad with the mission of offering courses in foreign languages,
MOS-related courses and assistance to those who plan to enroll full time in civilian
schools, either through the Ammy's "Bootstraps™ program or upon discharge from
the cervicde

(2) Organization and Personnel: The Center is an integral unit which consists
of an Bducatian Director (DAC) snd two enlisted men. In addition, two men ere
p8signed to teach Tiger Scouts basic English and another to teach 9th Division clerks
tpping as well as remedial high school courses to enlisted men who lack a high
school education.

7?7




J 196
(3) Operations: 3 Januazy 1569

(s) The previcus Bducstion Director left Dong Tem on or sbout 22 October
1968, His replscement, Mr. Russell S, Johns, arrived 22 November 1968,

(b) New, portable-type classrooms arrived during the sonth of December.
Factlities consist of one 1G'x40' language laborstory (less tape recorders) and
Wyree °0'x30' classrooms tomplete with blackboards, instrictor's desks, and
student chairs and deaks,

(o) In Jamary, typevriters were requisitioned snd delivered for a typing
laboratory, Om Monday, 27 Jamuary 1969, ths first class was organized. It
meets seven days per week, three hours per day, for three weeks to be fallowed
by sucoeeding cyoles of like duration.

(d) A new man vas assigned to the Education Center within the past week to
teach typing classes. In the aftermoon; he will conduct the new USAFY progremed,
core~curriculum ccurse to enlisted personnel who caraot pass the high schncl
GED battery of tests. This program, a mandatory requirement placed on the Center
by the Departaent of the Arwy, is probably one of the most beneficial (both to
the Aray and to the men who participate) that the Center cen offer.

(e) The University of Maryland 7was queried in January 1969 concerning college-
level classes at Dong"'l'am for officer personnel who lack a tachelor's degree, The
Director of the Far Eagat Division, University of Maryland, has agreed to begin courses
at Dong Tam during Terw#d, 31 March 1969 through 24 May 1969, provided the Army
Education Center can locate part time instructors who meet the University of Maryland's
requirement of a Master's degree, It is hoped that at least four or five will be
available at Dong Tam to conduct the courses for Maryland. Note: ™"heUniversity of
Maryland pays their part time instructors directly.

(£) In December, publicity was given to the USAFI high school GED program.
As a result, the mumber of men who have been able to complete their igh school
work is gradually growing, Each one of these wen, as soon as he recsives his
high school certificate or diploma, is potentially a much better scldier and
definitely will be better equipped as & civilian upon discharge,

(4) Logisticss So far, the Army Education Center has been fortunate in
obtaining wost of the equipment and buildings it needs for the foreseeable
future, It still lacks tape racorders for the language laboratory slthough
everything else is on hand for the laboratory, including the tapes.

(5) Education Center Activities for the Quarter Ending 31 Jan 1969 follcws:

(a) Correspondence Course Registrations

1. College Level 2Nl
2. High School 42
3. MOS Related (Lang, Technicel) _61

384
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(b)

CONFIDENTIAL
Testing Services
1, BS GED 245
2. College Comprehensive (oct) 42
3« Subject Standardized 18
A. Achievement 16
381

4. (C) Maintenance of Disoipline, Lav and Order.
(1) Crimes against Persone and Property, The Division has experienced

31 January 1969

a deoreass in these types of orimes. Statistics are as follows:
Person and
Property Nov Deo Jan TOTAL (3 wos)
Murder 0 0 0 0
Manslaughter 0 0 0 0
Assault 0 1l 2
Aggravated Assault 3 3 1 Y
Larceny (Over $50) 2 10 1 13
larcen; (Under $50) 1 0 0 1
wWrongful Appropriation 0 1l 0 1
Frend 0 0 0 o]
Other 10 2 0 12
Total 17 16 3 3%

(2) Miscellaneous and Military Offenses: The division has experienced a
significant decrease in this category. Statistics are as followss
Miscellaneous Offenses  Nov Dec Jan TOTAL (7 mos)

Narcetics 4 2 3 9
Ron-Narcotics 33 13 5 51
Other A 1 py 31
Total 38 16 9 3
79
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MILITARY OFFENSES MOV DeC R WAL (3 o
off Limits 0 0 0 0
Violaticns of Regulations O 0 0 0
Other 22 16 1 28

Total bvy 1% 1 28

(3) Traffic Offenses: The division experienced a significant raduction
in the numter cf traffic offenses for this quarter,

T-gffioc Offensea ). (14 DEC JAN TOTAL (3 wos)

Vehicular Hemlolde 0 0 1 1
Reckless Driving 0 1 1l 2
Speeding 1 5 3 9
Fleeing Scene 3 2 0 5
Other 4 4 2 u

Total 8 12 14 34

(4) Sixty CID Reports of Investigation were received this quarter.
CID CASE NOV DEC JAN TOTAL (3 mos)
Opened 17 17 15 49
Closed 31 12 21 60
Total 48 29 32 109
b, Detaineesa:
PW's 86 59 19 223
Returnees 11 12 16 39
Civil Defendants 116 155 241 512
Innocent Civilians 48 97 67 Qaz
Medical Evacuees 8 A8 4 39
Total 269 341 406 1016
g0
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351 Jamary 1969
FOOT PROBLENS - QUARTERS (R LIORT IUTY

NOVEMEER xcnpm 00 NN

Total Total Total
Patient Quartexs er Patient Quarters or Patient Quarters or

T Yisite i@t Doty  Visits  Light Dyt Yisite  light Duty

2/39th Int 127 92 36 5 107 85
3/39th Int 340 47 249 137 146 14
4/39th Inf 140 1 1685 83 237 132
2/47th Inf 107 54 168 94 181 123
3/47th Inf 527 496 218 180 163 n
4/4Tth Int 223 112 453 158 253 386
2/60th Inf 114 0 14 66 266 270
3/60th Inf 306 246 320 199 981 766
5/60th Inf 172 30 78 30 es 12
6/31st Inf 598 393 263 U7 355 437
3/5th Cav  ___ —_— —_ —_ —_— —

TOTAL: Patient Visits 1275
TOTAL Quarters or Light Duty 5073

8l
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31 Jaary 1969
ARTILLERY SUPPORT
SUMMARY OF ROUNDS FIRED
DIVISION ARTILLERY
105 Hewitzar 155am Jewitzar 4" Howitzar
MISSIONS  ROUNDS MISSIONS ROUNDS NISSIONS  ROULDS
6,468 153,988 3,085 55,869 692 U, 754
NOR-DIVISION ARTILIERY
105ma _Heiitzar 155 Hewlizer
MISSIONS  ROUNDS KISSICNS ~ ROUNDS
4,097 62,626 1,255 30,114
FIRED IN SUPPORT OF RVN.RF/PF
10%mm Hewitzer 155 Heitzer 8" Hoyltzer
MISSONS { ROUNDS MISSICNS  RLUNDS "MISSIONS ROUNDS
4,122 65,024 646 5,972 0 0

Irel 6

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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31 January 1969

G=3 Air Oparatfensl Repart Chart
MONTH NOV DEC I TOTALS
MISSIONS 400 514 489 1,403
SORTIES 756 1,003 928 2,687
BOMBS (TONS) 828 98 1,121 2,917
BOMBS (NAPALM) 202 m 239 812
BLDGS DEST 530 677 637 1,844
BLDGS DAM 290 459 426 1,175
BUNKERS DEST 1,317 1,610 1,634 44561
BUNKERS DaM 37 297 3% 995
KBA (BC) 72 63 39 17
KBA (P0SS) gl 17 60 1™
SEC EXPL 3 64, 52 147
SAMPANS DEST 73 67 54 194

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
8l DOD DIR 5200.10
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DIVISICN CPERLTICNS DATA

31 Jo vary 1969

OPNS/ EY L0S38S/ BN LSS/ US KidA/
PERIOD  OFN3 =~ CONT/CT CONTACTS US KHA CONTACT KONTACT
NV 1321 189 7:1 2511 5.911 231
DEC 1392 195 7.341 1931 5.631 o131
JAN 1285 329 3.9:1 13:1 44281 o381

DIVISION COMPARATIVE CASUALTIES
PERIOD US KHA US uHg Ve Kip ve Pu B
NQV bbby 360 261 140 2
DEC 59 519 968 101 26
JAN 107 691 1292 95 2

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
87 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

Incl 8 CONFIDENTIAL
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31 Jacuary 1969

UNIT OPEBATIONS DATA

OPNS/CONTACT

CONFIDENTIAL
§9

S.5:1
T.4:1
8.211
6.6:1
5.3:1
3.3:1
5:2
13:1
5.9:1
5.4:1

VC_LOSSES/US KA
6.4:1
12:1
4.9:1
4.1:1
4.6:1
14:1
12:1
4.7:1
9.4:1
12:1



6-31
2-39
3-39
£=39
2-60

5-60
2-47

4=47

19

15
35
28
19
14
13
22

CONFIDENTIAL

OMIT COMPARATIVE CASUALTIES

L5

137
110
m
193
168

93
115
115
153
128

CONFIDENTIAL

89

YC KA

7%
228
61
127
99
198
132
47
182
92

¥C Py

40
n
12
19
27
57
27

8

19

15

31 Janusry 1969

B¢
9

14

o O W O W W

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10



BREAKDOWN OF DIVISION OFFRAT/IONS
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