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IDEALIZED TARGET MODELS FOR TACTICAL TARGETS PRESENTED BY
A TYPE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY INFANTRY REGIMENT AND

DIVISION, 1970-1975 (U)

(UNCLASSIFIED) ABSTRACT

Scaled models were developed which depict the size, composition

and deployment of target types found in a Type North Vietnamese Army

Infantry Regiment of a Type North Vietnamese Army Infantry Division

in the 1970-1975 period. Composition of these target models is dis-

played in terms of:

a. Unit strengths

b. Weapons and equipment usually found with the unit

c. Interval kept between personnel and the equipment on hand.

These idealized models include maneuver and fire support units

as well as some combat service support installaions. They are

presented in various tactical dispositions.
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(UNCLASSIFIED) I. INTRODUCTION

The Army Materiel Systems Analysis Agency (AMSAA) and other weapon

systems analysis groups require threat analyses of various enemy troop

formations to allow evaluations and comparisons of weapon performance.

This report presents graphic models of selected North Vietnamese

troop formations as they could appear in a future conflict. The

principal unit depicted in this report is a North Vietnamese Army

Regiment of a North Vietnamese Infantry Division. Representative units

based on a postulated organization for combat are shown in formations

typical of offensive and defensive situations. Divisional administra-

tive and combat support troops are portrayed in situations representa-

tive of their mission. The models are stylized and generally present

each target in an idealized circular, oval or linear configuration

which ignores dynamic and limiting factors of terrain and opposing fire

power.

The "building block" technique used to produce the models results

in the creation of targets at squad, platoon, company and battalion

levels. The models are intended to show the relationship between

organic and supporting weapons and units and to indicate the size and

composition of aggregated units which may comprise battlefield targets.

An additional consideration in the development of the models was

to show the interrelationship of the various categories of units to

each other while participating in the several battlefield activities.

As an example, certain combat support units such as the 75mm recoilless

rifle squads of the heavy weapons battalion are normally attached to

infantry platoons. In the defense the recoilless rifles may be integrated

into the rifle line but in the offense they may operate apart from the

riflemen and support the advance from firing position areas to the rear

or to the flank of the supported unit.
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To show the interrelationship of units as realistically as

possible, models for these were also developed using a "building block"

technique. The 75mm recoilless rifle squad is again used as an example.

First the squad is shown as it would appear occupying a firing position

area alone (Figure A-23). Then the squad is shown as a member of its

parent platoon (Figure A-25). In the defense the squad is shown as it

would appear integrated into the supported unit's line (Figures A-48

and A-57). Finally, the squad is shown in relationship to the supported

unit in an offensive situation (Figures A-45 and A-56).

Units are depicted in their most common role. Schematic drawings

of typical deployments are attached (see Appendix B). The units

depicted, based on a postulated organization for combat, are shaded on

the schematics. However, the models contained in this report are not

limited to those units which are shaded on the schematics.
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(SECRET) II. DEVELOPMENT OF MODELS

The bases of target model development were provided by a compilation

of organizational data published by the U. S. Army Combat Developments

Command (CDC) and concurred in by the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA).

In addition, DIA and the Department of the Army intelligence publica-

tions pertaining to North Vietnamese Army organization were consulted

in determining target sizes and shapes under battlefield conditions.

The models were further developed from a postulated Organization for

Combat of the hypothetical 66th Infantry Regiment and a listing of

Support Troops of the 6th North Vietnamese Infantry Division. All unit

designations are fictitious.

North Vietnamese Division organization can be classified into

three general categories:

a. Combat

b. Combat Support

c. Service Support.

Five broad categories of battlefield activities are depicted

herein:

a. The occupation and organization of assembly, headquarters,

service and support areas (hereafter referred to as assembly areas)

b. The conduct of dismounted and motor marches

c. Offensive actions

d. Defensive actions

e. The occupation and organization of Firing Position Areas.

9
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(SECRET) III. USE OF MODELS

The target models developed and shown graphically in Part III of

the Appendix are intended to be used as guides in fitting a particular

set of target elements to a specific terrain. Accordingly, the models

presented graphically in this report must be considered as idealized

forms; they are not descriptive of any actual target until they have

become part of target complexes such as those used for weapon systems

analyses. The friendly weapons to be evaluated and the tactical

environment to be considered determine the selection of models for the

target complex. The tactical target configuration is determined by

unit mission and the terrain.

The models attain their full utility when adapted to terrain on a

large scale map or on enlarged portions of a tactical map.
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(SECRET) APPENDIX

(SECRET) I. LEGEND

The symbols used in the legend were based, whenever practicable,

upon standard U. S. Army military symbols. They represent both current

and postulated materiel items that intelligence sources estimate will be

in the hands of North Vietnamese ground forces during the 1970-1975

period.
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LEGEND
VEHICLES

_ -PERSONNEL OR CARGO-CARRYING TRUCK

(Specify type by number, e.g. GAZ-51, ZIS-151)

0-0 - BICYCLE

0*0 - MOTORCYCLE

-ANIMAL DRAWN CART /VM-HORSE

WEAPONS

- LMG, 7.62mm, RPD -- MORT (160 mm)

- HMG, 7.62mm, SGM Ii- GUN (76rmm)

- HMG, 12.7 mm, DShk IJ1- HOW (105 mm)

~'AT LNCHR (RPG -2) tIAT GUN (85 mm)

-R/R (57 mm) ii-AA GUN (80 mm OR LESS)

R/R (75 mm) -AA GUN (GREATER THAN 80mm)

-MORT (82 mm) -AA MG (12.7 OR 14.5 mm)

S-- MORT (120 mm)

PERSONNEL

S--IND SOLDIER -- REGT'L CMDR

S-SOD LDR/ SEC CHIEF - DIV CMDR

- PLAT LDR 0- STAFF OFFICER

-CO CMDR - MSGR, RADIO OPER,
ASST LDR. etc

= - BN CMDR
6
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(SECRET) II. INDEX OF GRAPHIC MODELS

Figure

I. REGIMENTAL UNITS

a. HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY ELEMENTS,
INFANTRY REGIMENT

(1) Headquarters, Forward-Service and Support Areas A-1
(Assembly)

(2) Headquarters, Rear-Service and Support Areas A-2
(Assembly)

(3) Reconnaissance Platoon-Service and Support A-3
(Assembly)

(4) Reconnaissance Platoon-Dismounted March A-4

(5) Reconnaissance Platoon-Offensive Situation A-5

(6) Reconnaissance Platoon-Defensive Situation A-6

(7) Chemical Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-7
(Assembly)

b. ENGINEER ELEMENTS, INFANTRY REGIMENT (Supporting Role)

(1) Engineer Company Headquarters-Service and A-8
Support Areas (Assembly)

(2) Engineer Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-9
(Assembly)

(3) Engineer Platoon-Offensive Situation A-10

(4) Engineer Platoon-Defensive Situation A-11

(5) Engineer Company (Entire)-Service and A-12
Support Areas (Assembly)

c. REAR SERVICE ELEMENTS, INFANTRY REGIMENT

(1) Headquarters Company (Rear Service Department A-13
Headquarters) Service and Support Area
(Assembly)

(2) Medical Company-Service and Support Area A-14
(Assembly)

TRANSPORTATION COMPANY

(3) Headquarters Platoon, Service and Support A-15
Area (Assembly)

15
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Figure

(4) Maintenance Platoon, Service and Support A-16
Area (Assembly)

(5) Transportation Platoon, Service and Support A-17
Area (Assembly)

(6) Transportation Platoon, Mounted March A-18

(7) Transportation Company (Entire)-Service and A-19
Support Area (Assembly)

d. HEAVY WEAPONS BATTALION, INFANTRY REGIMENT

(1) Headquarters Company, (Bn Hq)-Service and A-20
Support Areas (Assembly)

RECOILLESS RIFLE COMPANY

(2) Headquarters Platoon, Service and Support A-21

Areas (Assembly)

(3) Recoilless Rifle Squad-Service and Support A-22
Areas (Assembly)

(4) Recoilless Rifle Squad, Firing Position A-23

(5) Recoilless Rifle Platoon, Service and Support A-24
Areas (Assembly)

(6) Recoilless Rifle Platoon-Firing Position A-25

120MM MORTAR COMPANY

(7) Headquarters Platoon-Service and Support A-26
Areas (Assembly)

(8) Mortar Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-27
(Assembly)

(9) Mortar Platoon-Firing Position A-28

(10) Mortar Company (Battery) (Entire)-Service A-29
and Support Areas (Assembly)

(11) Mortar Company (Battery) (Entire)-Firing A-30
Position

76MM GUN COMPANY

(12) Headquarters Platoon-Service and Support A-31
Areas (Assembly)

(13) Transportation Platoon-Service and Support A-32
Areas (Assembly)

(14) Signal Section-Service and Support Areas A-33
(Assembly)

16
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Figure

(15) Gun Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-34
(Assembly)

(16) Gun Platoon-Firing Position A-35

(17) 76mm Gun Company (Entire)-Service and Support A-36
Areas (Assembly)

(18) 76mm Gun Company (Entire)-Mounted March A-37

(19) 76mm Gun Company (Entire)-Firing Position A-38

e. INFANTRY BATTALION, INFANTRY REGIMENT

(1) Battalion Headquarters, Forward-Service and A-39
Support Areas (Assembly)

(2) Battalion Headquarters, Rear-Service and Support A-40
Areas (Assembly)

(3) Battalion Supply Platoon-Service and Support A-41
Areas (Assembly)

(4) Battalion Headquarters Company (Entire)- A-42

Service and Support Areas (Assembly)

INFANTRY COMPANY

(5) Headquarters Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-43
(Assembly)

(6) Infantry Platoon-Offensive Situation A-44

(7) Infantry Platoon-Offensive Situation A-45

(8) Infantry Platoon-Offensive Situation A-46

(9) Infantry Platoon-Defensive Situation A-47

(10) Infantry Platoon-Defensive Situation A-48

(11) Infantry Platoon-Defensive Situation A-49

(12) Heavy Machine Gun Squad, Weapons Platoon- A-50
Firing Position

(13) Recoilless Rifle Squad, Weapons Platoon- A-51

Firing Position

(14) Mortar-Squad, Weapons Platoon-Firing Position A-52

(15) Infantry Company (Entire)-Service and Support A-53
Areas (Assembly)

(16) Infantry Company (Entire)-Mounted March A-54

(17) Infantry Company (Entire)-Dismounted March A-55

17
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Figure

(18) Infantry Company (Entire)-Offensive A-56
Situations

(19) Infantry Company (Entire)-Defensive A-57
Situations

HEAVY WEAPONS COMPANY

(20) Headquarters Platoon-Service and Support A-58
Areas (Assembly)

(21) Heavy Machine Gun Squad-Firing Position A-59

(22) Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Service and A-60
Support Areas (Assembly)

(23) Heavy Machine Gun Platoon-Firing Position A-61

(24) Recoilless Rifle Squad-Firing Position A-62

(25) Recoilless Rifle Platoon-Service and A-63
Support Areas (Assembly)

(26) Recoilless Rifle Platoon-Firing Position A-64

(27) Mortar Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-65
(Assembly)

(28) Mortar Platoon-Firing Position A-66

(29) Heavy Weapons Company (Entire)-Service and A-67
Support Areas (Assembly)

(30) Infantry (Rifle) Battalion (Entire Bn)-Service A-68
and Support Areas (Assembly)

II. INFANTRY DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AND DIVISION SUPPORT TROOPS

a. DIVISION HEADQUARTERS

(1) Headquarters, Forward-Service and Support A-69
Areas (Assembly)

(2) Headquarters, Rear-Service and Support Areas A-70
(Assembly)

b. REAR SERVICE BUREAU, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters, Rear Service Bureau Services and A-71
Support Area (Assembly)

(2) Transportation Battalion-Services and Support A-72
Area (Assembly)

(3) Medical Battalion - Services and Support Area A-73
(Assembly)

18
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Figure

c. SIGNAL BATTALION, INFANTRY BATTALION (Remainder of Bn after
attachments to Division Headquarters and Rear)

(1) Headquarters Signal Battalion-Service and A-74

Support Areas (Assembly)

(2) Headquarters, Telephone Company (-) Service A-75
and Support Areas (Assembly)

(3) Headquarters, Radio Company (-) Service and A-76
Support Areas (Assembly)

(4) Headquarters, Communication Company (-) Service A-77
and Support Areas (Assembly)

d. ANTITANK BATTALION, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters, Antitank Battalion-Service and A-78
Support Areas (Assembly)

(2) Antitank Squad-Firing Position A-79

(3) Antitank Platoon-Firing Position A-80

(4) Antitank Platoon-Mounted March (in column) A-81

(5) Antitank Platoon-Services and Support Areas A-82
(Assembly)

(6) Antitank Battery (Entire)-Services and Support A-83

Areas (Assembly)

(7) Antitank Battery (Entire)-Mounted March A-84

(in column)

e. ANTIAIRCRAFT BATTALION, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters, Antiaircraft Bn-Service and A-85
Support Areas (Assembly)

(2) Antiaircraft Battery (57mm)-Mounted March A-86
(in column)

(3) Antiaircraft Battery (57mm)-Firing Position A-87

(4) Headquarters Platoon, Antiaircraft Battery A-88

(1 4 .5mm)-Services and Support Areas (Assembly)

(5) Antiaircraft Platoon, Antiaircraft Battery A-89
(1 4 .5mm 0-Mounted March

(6) Antiaircraft Platoon, Antiaircraft Battery A-90
(14.5mm)-Firing Position

(7) Antiaircraft Battery, (14.5mm), (Entire)- A-91
Mounted March (in column)
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f. RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters Platoon-Services and Support A-92
Areas (Assembly)

(2) Reconnaissance Platoon-Services and Support A-93
Areas (Assembly)

(3) Reconnaissance Company (Entire)-Services and A-94
Support Areas (Assembly)

g. CHEMICAL COMPANY, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters Platoon-Service and Support Areas A-95
(assembly)

(2) Reconnaissance and Observation Platoon-Service A-96
and Support Areas (Assembly)

(3) Equipment and Personnel Decontamination A-97

Platoon-Service and Support Areas (Assembly)

(4) Terrain Decontamination Platoon-Service and A-98

Support Areas (Assembly)

(5) Smoke Platoon-Services and Support Areas A-99
(Assembly)

(6) Flame Thrower Platoon-Services and Support A-100
Areas (Assembly)

(7) Chemical Company (Entire)-Service and Support A-101
Area (Assembly)

h. ARTILLERY REGIMENT, INFANTRY -DIVISION

(1) Headquarters, Battery-Service and Support A-102
Areas (Assembly)

(2) Headquarters, Rear Service Dept-Service and A-103
Support Area (Assembly)

(3) Transportation Co., Rear Services Dept-Service A-lo4
and Support Area (Assembly)

i. A TYPE ARTILLERY BATTALION, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters Battery-Service and Support A-105

Area (Assembly)

(2) Artillery Battery-Mounted March (in column) A-106

(3) Artillery Battery-Firing Position A-107

J. ENGINEER BATTALION, INFANTRY DIVISION

(1) Headquarters Co-Service and Support Areas A-108
(Assembly)

(2) Engineer Co-Service and Support Areas A-109
(assembly Area) (Entire)
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