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1. Subject report is forwdrded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.
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2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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P DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
3 HEADQUARTERS, 7TH ARNORED SQUADRON, 18T AIR CAVALRY

APO SAY TRANCISCO 96357

AVEIJC ' : 14 Pebruary 1969
SULNST:  (U) Operational Report of 7th Armored Squadron, lst Air Cavalry

For Period Ending 31 January 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (RL)
(UICs Wa25 AA) .

I. (C) 3ection I, Operations: Significant Activitdes.
a. 'There were nc shaages or additions to the unit rdssion.

B, Organisations
v WizT

ASSIGNED WLIT2g /D VICTIITY 10C APQ

7th Sqdn, 1lst Air Cav "GZ6 AA Vinh long 96357
Headquarters Troop WGZ6 10  Vinh Long 96357

A Troop (Air) WozZb A0 Vinh Iong 96357

D Troop (Afr) w2z B0 Vinh Iong 96357

C Troop (Alr) . WaZ4 CO Vinh long 96357

D Troop (Gromd) - 6% DO Vinh Jong 96357 —
DETACHRD GTIZS

{0 M6

ATPACTED WSITS/SECTIONS WR VICINITY 100 Apo

3rd Signhal Detaclment WG AA Vinh long 96357

811th Signal. Detach=ent VDEZ AL Tinh Iong 96357

£19th Signal Detachnent YDXY AA Vinh long 96357

370th IC Detaclment WEB3 10 Viah Iong 96357

3718t 7C Detaciment WER, AA Viah long 96357

574th TC Detachment VREL AA ' Vinh long 96357
FoRroTuT ’ -
coue e

Inclosure. . CUNFlDENIIAH L 0D DAt 5200.10
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Ce COMMAND: ‘

The foliowiag are persomel ocoupying major command a:d staff positions: o
(a) L7C George R Crool: Squadron Comwander _
(b) aj Jarold L. Joimson Squadron Executive So.mander
(c) Cpt Pagmond A. Fields , Adjutant

(@) Cpt iobart K. White 32

(s) 1aj Norman N, Rissold 33

(£) Maj E1lian J. A'z’;m:!.'gozl' a4

(g) 15T Gary G. Cashion Signal 07flcor

(1) ©nt John P Xunishi Might Surgeon

() Cpt Charles XK. ilolanus Jafaty OZficer

(j) Maj Jazes ii. Weaver Maintenanae Officer

() Cpt Staniey S. Zracler II1 0, Hordquarters Troop

() Maj Pui2iin Q.. Sheaffer 0, Troop A

(::) Maj David 3. “houpson C0, Troop B

(a) Maj Devid V. Leins Jr. €0, “roop G

(o) Cpt Ronald D, Graadel €0, %roop D

D, UWTT SUITEIGITI AS OF 31 JAICAIY 1969:
J. Hlitarrs !

or W B - T0TAL
GBI ATE . O/H AT 0% AvEl | 07K, SUTR . 0/1
IT 23 . 23 6 1% 161 g1 150

A 1541 1M 3042 2242 121459 SO4C 169462 130%51
B 161 20h1 3042 12 12059 5940 Ig3¢62 226463
c
D

s o R LA 3042 15+2 121456 76451 16962 111454
5 5 0 0 127 122 132 127
1 8243 Ui 976 6FHE  ETIHITT 537H157  LE0HIS6  684+163
2
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2, CIVILIANS:
SU-UNITS ECH KCPS  US CLV W cIv 37D AT CONT

AL _OAL AURH O/  AZI O, AZIIOA AR 0/1
10y 0o 2 ¢ o 7 7 0 O 0 o
A 0. 0 o o 7 7 0 0 0 0
B o 0 0o 0 0 0 0 o 0 0
c o o o0 o 7 7 o0 o0 o 0
D SR o....9 .1 o9 Q.9
7/1 ACS 0 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 o0

3. Overall assignod/attached strength during the roporting period as follovs:

DAL OFTZGER HARRAIT OIFTCER

30 Nov 48 7 ' 83 |

31 Dec 68 : 85 81

31 Jan 69 87 : )

E. AIRCPAFT AUMORIZED/ON RN

370D UH1H AHIG onka TOTAL
iy ATTI O AUTH O/W AU _O/r  AUTH_O/%
A 7 5 0o 0 0 0 7 5
a4 . 5 8 99 10 10. 2 2
2 & 5 9 5 10 9 2 2
c g ¢ 9 ¢ 10 9 2 2%

7/1 4CS 319 271 27 3

8
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&
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Y, CRLTTY 20MG3:
i KIA = STRUCTURE GAMPANS DUNKERS  ATRCRATT
m SORTLS QQiF.J’.Qﬁ mm FO¥ DULPEST DACD:ST DAMDRIL SALNEST
BT 1642 | 1
A 10458 215 69 92 15 66 14 319 222, 23 % 18 1
D 9063 245 25 55 12 52 4 19 12 20 1 59 19 4
C 87 % 11 9 1 46 9 22 20 520 1 3% 13
D - N SSUSE O
0T 20699 761105 252 23 160 21 850 %.IM5 25180 5 7

AIRCRATY 3T T¥F:

0864

2, losses:

s

11210
11320
1010
11D20
11040
1110
11320
120/,

713520
0623

0643

61204
62127
67
6Nl
67020
0TAL

DEST 4
DY 2

EST 2
DAM 12

N& .17 ERIURED 20 DUTX

N [ 24
3}\!\» S == DD N

T
* , 8})\» SO0 HEMALANDNDN

GONF IDENTIAL !

- —— b o

PERIOD 1 Novaiber thru 31 January
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1. During the reporting period emphasis was placed oo the infuc.on program
with officers/varrant officers and enlisted men, Yhe current officer/varrant of-
ficer infusion continues throvgh Jaruery and is schoduiod o bu completed during
Pebruary 1960, This headgoarters docs not anticipats further serious rotation

g until Jennarr 1970, when procontly assigned offlcer votetions vill exceed

» Prograving 13 currently vndervay to correct this problem area.

2, On 5 Novewher 1968, L'C George Cw cammend fron UIC Dobert W,
Mllg. The of cormand cererony, ot Vink Long:irfield, wes
sttended by the IV CTZ SA, Major General Echardt and the 1st Aviatior Brigede
Commander, Major Geperal Robert R, Willianms,

3. During the 1lst Week in Docamber the Squadron prepered to receive Troop B,

" 7/1 108 vho returned to the Squadron from Di.As. Republic of' Vietner where they

hed been ettached to tha 3rd Srraced Squedron, 17th Alr Cavalry since May 1558,
Cn 8 Decerber, Troon B roturned to the 7th Ammored Squadrow, let Air Cevalry,

A great decl of co-ordinaiion end lislson was comducted i» order to prepare for
their srrive’. On 7 Decomber 1063, o ceretoiy too' nlace on the South Rewp

for th» arrive). of Troop B 1ith Major General Lchardt attendinz along with the
Oth US Infertry Division Bend. )

4o Vith stabilizetion of the Squedron in permanent fecilities, additional
time hos been avaitablas to estaviish and develop airdnistrative operating pro-
codures and menugement policies. Dally emphasis has been nleced in this aree
to insurs naxirmuu and proper utilization of all Squadron persornel consistert
with current dfractives and missicn requiranants.

5. This headquarters hes experienced considerable difficulty during this
renorting perisd in ebtaining 2ssignment instructions for lower grede enlisted
r {grul@ 66 ard below). This not only created sn edditicmal burden on
adninistrefve gections, but erceted a low morale factor for the affactoed indie-
viduals, gince they were normally unevaro of their CONUS essignnent until efter
arrivel et their \esve oddress,

4, The Squadron wee cdministered its firet USARV AGI durine the period of
27-31 January 1969, The Scu~cron recoived o setisfactory exit briefing or 31
Jamsry 1969,

‘97. Military justice actlvities for the period 1 :lovember 1955 to 31 Jaruery
19%9: .

ACTION SCITDULES CC1PLETED PEDIIG
Specinl Courts-Mertial: 2 2 n
Surriary Courte-Mordial: 1 i 0
212 Elimtnetion Action: 3 3 \
Squadrop Lovel fxticle 15's: 0 0 0

8. "he Squedron eontintes to wtilise 100% of its allocstions for Austrelia
and Hewaii; apprexinately 808 of the allooations for other RER conters cre
preaseutly being filled.

5
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¢, Durint the reporting period, awards and decorations have heen recommended
and epproved as follows: :

AD DICC! PP DIGRADE/TPCLADE DISAPP PNDING
s 4 3 1
1 3 3
DFC 12 8 4
S 1 ' 1
BT 1 1

rmyv 9 23 1
B! 39 10 5 23
A 194 117 77
ARCO Y V¥ 5 3 2
ARCCH 30 n 1 18
i 8 7 1

CIB 2. 12 2 17
Cert Ach 9 5 1 3

I, OPERATIONS:

1. Durinz the reporting period the Squadron continued OPERATION BLACKRAWK
in the 44th STZ to interdict and herass enemr movement across the Cambodian bor-
der into the Delte, Primarily, two troops were used in this role on a daily
basis. On occasion, one troop would be diverted to work in general support of
one of the Division operations to perform a visual reconnaissance of the opera-
tional srea prior to irsertions, bomb damage assessments, or to screen the flanks
of the Division operatioral aves, '

2; During the first week in December 1948, Troop B joined the Squodron at
Vinh Long after being attached to the 3rd Armored Squadron, 17th Aic Cevalry
sinoe May 1968, The necessiary cosordination and preparations to incorperate the
additional Ad# Cavalry Troop in the Delta were conducted and completed in minimum
time, Troop B closed Vinh Iong on the 8 th of Deconter and commenced operations
in IV CTZ on the 9th of December., In order that terrain familieriz:tion and
operationsl orientatien were incorporated immedictcly, thc Sgliadren infused key
persornel for a temporsry period to fly with Troop B to acrist then in the new
environment and operational cheracteristics of the Delta,

3. The arrival of Troop B enabled the Squedren to continue ogerating with
.two Air Caralry Troops slong the border and still contimue operaticns in support
of the Divisions,

4. During the month of December, great emphasis was placed on night opera-
tions to further interdict possible enemy movement across the Cahbodian border,
Various methods and concepts were employed by the Blackhewks dixing the night
operstions in the 44th ST7, One Alr Cavalry Troop conducted nicht cperations
while the other contimued daylight operations giving the border zone 2 hour
ooverage.

5. During these operations, the Air Cavalry Troops employred various lighting
devices to pick up targets and movement along the canals and heavily traveled
infiltration routes. The uss of flares, deployed at timed intervals to illumin-
ste large areas, proved valuable enadbling the Air Cavalry iroop to conduct a VR,

6
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tith organic cssets. The uss of o Xenmen Mipht op th <122 socrch light cluster
in the door »f the lord cirered” prove? viry ercesceiul vho: conducting a VR of &
cancl line or specific traill, This enabled thz geout or zun ship to fly just

outside the boom end enrezo Cotocteld tergotas

6. Troop D confuctad operations in tho vieinity of “ui Coto (WS0C5520) pro-
viding socurity for e firo suoa~rt basc during thoe aenth of Jovanber, Vhile pro-
viding security, 106FR crovs werc deployed on orod vorscunel cerriers and alr
boats to nanewver over terrain, irpessablo to vhooled vehiclos, to o position
vhero the 1080R crewe could succossfully firc dirsctly into tho ncuths of VO
cavos on the mowntain, (Sec Inel I)

7. During Decorber and Jomucry, Troop D roncined in the vicinity of Chi Lang,
(WS020650), providing perinetor seevrity for the oirfisld. One platoon remaired
vith a £iro support base for security ia the vicinity of Tri Ton, (WS005520), .
A1 resupply of amunition, rations and water waes provided by 3Squedron aireraft
.on a daily hasis, '

8. On 31 Decenber 1968, Troop B trought a neiwrable :ow yeer to tho Squodron
vhen thoy found and ropatriated Mejor Jaies ! Rowe fron the U linh Firost,
(VR95340) ofter he hed been hold cantive by the VC for 5 years. (Sice Incl 2).

9, During an oporation vith thu 21st ARVN Division cn 4 January 164, Troop
B nrovad the ccpabliity of the L-1G for vso as a nol=evec aireraft during an
operction SV of Vi Thamh, (YR530620), %hile conducting a VR, 2 Scout aireraft
recelvod hoavy firc forclng Woth alrersit to go dowm, oue crashing and burning
irmact, Theo twn li=1G gun ships supporting the VR inneciatoly jJettisoned rocket
pods an? landed i tho tue separatc locations of the dowmed cireroft. The wound.:
od oreus of the 3crut adrercft -rorc plecod on the enno bay coces end flowm for 30
nirmte; tn the medical ovocuation hospital ot Binh Thuy on tho tuc gunships. (Sec
Ircl 3).

10. During CPERATION Ti ACNILAVK on 14 Jamuery 165¢, Troop & end Troop B
sirmltanocusly made cortaet with 2 VO Battalions infiltreting down throvgh the
A4th STZ from Camhodie, Both troons rade conteet ¢t appreximately tho seme time
ir areas ehout 3C Milorcterc epart, Troop A discovorod immerous sompans and
personnel in tho vicinitr of ceorcinatos aza0e20) resulting in 2 large armnie
tion and equipment capturo as well as the first 107RL 'ith 55 rourfs found in the
IV CTZ. Troop B, working to the cast, vieinity (X35050350), made comtoct vhile
ingerting grourd troops irto a possibls cnprw hase carp, The coitact lasted
throughout the afternoon regvlting in 7¢ VC {BL ond 10 possible VO KBA, The total
rosults for tho Squadron on that cdoy were as follows:

oL 0SS ... POV

153 20 23
Bquipmt Glptured:
45 - AKX 47

170 - Heny® Gronnrlos
$ « B4O Roclet Lounchors
3 - Bocvy lrchine Guns
20 « Ccsos of B4N Rookets
3 = Casos of Gos liasks
1 - 107M3! Rocket Leuncher

86 - 107 Rockets "
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inc;lu. A chert of cuwmlatives Temults for the romortizz noriod is attached cs
.‘ 4.

12, The brecllown of dcye the unita were enpagod by type sctivitr during
the reporting poricd is a8 follows: .

Trd.d.’lg Dm.......'...o
Troop Yoverenteeeeeesas 0
omratiol’scoooo.ooooooogz
Total Dm.....o.oooo..?z

I, TRAT¥IIG:

1. Dus to tho groat increass of new persommel to tho Squa’ron cduring this
roporting neriod, a groat deal of emphosis and co-ordinction went into in-country
. training at Squedron level, :

2, 111 new pilote received a Squedron briefing cciducted by tho S3 scetion
cn polioies, sofety, indiscrininate firing, riles of angegoucnt and bordor ro.. .

strictions “rior.to commencing thefr flicht +ratning in the resncotivo t .
Clesses wero confuctod weetly, - g o roope

3. A1l othor perscmnol erriving in the Squodron were given a 5 doy ine
country criemtetion by Troop, D personnal conductsd at Viuh Loy Thester, -
Pargonnel were tevglt all the basic and required subjocets listed in USLRV 350-1,
conoluding vuth & combat ambush patrol in Viash Long Provinec. Classos werc con-
ducted bi-nonthly during the period to insure that 11 new persomncl recoived the
trn.‘hﬁ.ng.

Jo IMILLIGKTCIE:

1. During the post reporting period, mexirmn emphasis ves ploced on the
gatharing of effoctive amd tincly intolligence datc, Licison visits with the
various Luerican and Vietnamese wilts arous® Vinh Long hes holpod improte the
8-2 collection of intelligence Cate, thus onhmneing Lir Cavelry oporations,

2. The contimod uso of tho Notionsl Pelico Foree hes proven effoctive in

_ gathering intelligence data during swoops arowx! the periiet-r of tho .irfield,
It has also ecrntrilutod approciohbly to the Lrmrovunent of Vietnnwse aw [merioan
relationships,

3. During tho nericd 1 Noverber 1657 thru 3). Jemuexry 1949, all anbush
activity wcs curtciled., This was Cuo to the departurc of Troop D, the ground
Cav Troop, on rn artended operation ot Chi Lang (W5020550)., It wes also due
to the emphasis mut on tho nocificetion progron underwey in tho towns ond
hanlots in tho Vinh long Provinco.

4. The S=2 sootion, in conjunotion with tho S=3 soctiom, clso undortook the
projoot of construeting o Squedron Training Musoun, The nmusoun wes bullt in
roplica of o VO hut and oontcins vardous itoms of oquipnent and vocpons ofton
used by the VC, This has provon rwst offective in tho orientation an! in-countrs
trodning given all now soout pilots, It gives the CH&L pllot a first hand look
at soue of tho oquipnent o’ vreapons he will seo in tho oporcticnal crea.

8. In Jarucey 1655, the Squadron was given the owdrall roeponsibility fer
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the defenso. of the oirllc. . pessmstore The 52 sectlcon, wring in coijumction
with the 33 soction, tonl ~ver tho rusponsilility o cormlotoly reorgenized

the dafonse syeters, VLLLF Dofeonso Plrn =% (U) cssigiod nmoriieter areas of
responsibility to various tnicnt unite o+ tho Alrfioclr, Ccustruction of now bunk-
eor/towor coiplexes vas corndlotod cnd units cro preasontly L-mroviang thoir berriers
and cormnicctions, A1 cetivities pertalning te tho cirfiold Cofenso such as
Fire Fly, Hero Fecoteh av i'od=Evac aro nov centrally located and controlled by
the Squadron. Defoliation of the aroa just outeide the poriicter surroun’ing

the edirfield has becn co wlotod to iamrovo obsorvoetion cnd fielés of fire,

X, SAFETY:

1. During the reporting period there wero three accicdonts lavolving Squadron
alrcraft. A brief account of these accidents followas

a, Troon &4, OIGL, 1 Dec 62, This elrercft had tcoil rotor fodluro and
wossiblo narticl power loss. The aircraft was cutorotstod cnd touchel down herd
and tail low, The nein rotor severed tha tail boon,

b. Troop 4, 4G, 13 Jan $9. Whilo ongaged in a training flight euterotae
tion, the circraft touched dovm 1n 2 loft yew. Tho pilot ovorcorrectod cfter .
touchlown el tho eirercoft yowod to tho right, skidding off the black top., The
loft ekic collepsod, cid the main rotor struck tho grow:x’ broaking the mcat six
inchos bolow tho nain rotor head,

c. Troop L, OH%., 17 Jon 69, During a training £14;ht the pilot wes
exccuting en antorotetion, Tho aireraft hit tail low and lne nein rotor floxed
cutting off the tzll boom.

2, Sefoty DRecord (Nov 68 to 31 Jan 69)

WIT ) 70T.5 HOURS FLOW ACCIDTTTS I
HHT i YA 0 0

L Irp 5072 2 43,05
B Trp 5346 0 0

Cc I 5868 0 0

7/1 £CS 15430 3 15,45

3. Comnond ermhacis contimes to be pleeod on the posaibility of FOD. The
roop apd revetoent oroce cro meintzined dn a hizh steto of police and a cless
has boexn keld on tho ccuco and provention of FOD for ell pilots an! crew nenbers.
The Squciron Mcintonance 0fficor ond Factory Tochuiccl Reprosentative conduotec
the olcss.

4o Thoro hos hes a vory large turnovoer of perscel within the Seuedror
during tho nonth of Janurry a'@ the nejority of our pllots arc now ax’ inexper-
{enced, Hovever, duo to commend aphasis and tho indivicual attitudos displayed
in the Squedron it is expocted that our escident rate vill romaln at a low level.

L. COMMTICLIIO0NS:

1. In Yoverbor, the 7/1 LGS Comrmnications Centor instclled o lad line

9
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socure telotypo systan, This mysiom replaced tlo recio tolotypo systen that
was set up originclly, ‘‘hia syste: sleng vith the [Kl=7 givos tho commnioations
oenter ¢ socuro arc fwre officlent essaze relecsing an’ racoiving ccpabllity.
The circuit outmut has Liproved tre:ontorsly sice this syston wos iae%alled,
The Ti=76 and TT7-98 were hand woceiptod fro: tho ereo corunications center.

2. The 52nd Sig, Det.bezen instelling & 200 poir cable Curing the last part
of Fovember. Thie oablo vill replece all cormercial phone lines thet are
on tho originrl 100 pair ceblo. ‘“he tclephone systen in the 7/1 LCS has been a
constant problen with the deteriorction of the old 100 pzir cable. This new
heavy duty oablo wlll groatly improvo the telophone corrmnications in the 7/1 L0C.

3., Uhen the last ORLL was writton, it wes stetod that Squadron secure
mmmrnicetions hed beon improved and expendod by tho roceipt of alditional TSEC/
Ki-2ft's, Additional I¥-28's hovo been issued to the Squadroa ond rore will be
issued in the futuro. Our goal, of cech alrcraft he a voice-securc capabil.’.

" ity, should bo fulfilled in tho next querter, The TSZC/KY-2G's which the Troops

have 1n their nresoat aireraft and the Ki-28's in tholr TOC's are keyed Cally
by tho Troop cormnicetions personiel. The heying egquipnent KGi-12 and KYE-28
has been hond receipted to tho troops clong with daily extracts of tho keylists.
This alleviates the Squedron cormmnications sestion fron keying 11 tho eireraft
that have X¥-22's instolled,

4. During the third wock of Jamuery, Squadron coymtoations olosed thoir
accounts with the 5lst ilaint. Co,(0rd) in Can Tho, Bvacuation of eignel repcir
itens is nov being handled ty the 238th ilaint Co. The 238th will evacuate the
iteus to Binh Duc for ronalr. This helps the Squadron in that previocusly tho
iten hal to wadt wntil transoortction becene availadle to Can The. Somo equip=
ment ig atill beinz sort to tho 2nd Maint,Bn, Vung Ten, Thelr ocutstondiag sume
port hes kent the ratio of cuadline equipnent dowm.

5, On the 20th of Jamwcry, the Squedron end Troop corzmnications nets were
ronitored by the 10lst Redic Resoerch Co (4S4) by roquest of the Squalron Comxms- -
nications Officer, The tact’cal radio end telophcne systeus verc closcly uonitore:
for a period of two woeks. Tho tean found very fov scourlty violctions Curdng *
this period, Randon frecuonclos vore checked evory deay and cll phone calls
throygh the switchboerd were monitored. Tho tean did recormond zore use of the
KAC mmmerical codos, 'lich ic being inplementod at this tine,

., LOGISTICS:

1, During tho roperting :ariod, the 84 contimued to render logistical sup-
port to the 7/1 403, In the of Foveiber, plens were nede to nove Troop
B fyon D1 in td our location *n Vinh Long, Tho S4 was responsihlo for construo-
tion of billots, latrines, chowers, ¥l office facilities prior to their arrival,
Construotion wes clsc steried on circraft revetuonts and pavirg of the south raxp
to handle ths increased aircraft, On 5 Decenber 1968, Web Toc milcings for
Troop B were corplotod,

2, On 11 Doeerber 1958,Troop D cormenced en operation for the 44th STZ in
tho vicinity of Chi Lerg (¥8020650) lasting throughout the reporting period. The
Squadron was responsible for dally resupply of all rations, amnition end water
duringy the period. This necossitcted 3 sorties & doy to fulfil)l the rew coomit-
ot
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..''3. During the month of Decanber,swraral Lisiscn trips ware confucted by the

84 o our dlrect and gensrel support units o hand carry requisitions for ocombet
esaentisl items and to maintain a harmonious relationship with these units,

4. In lato Decembor, the 84 msde arrangements with the 506§k Depot in Long
Binh to exchargo all of our M-16 riflos for nov veapons witl: chreme chanbers., On
30 December, 225 of the new weapone were picked up and issucd to the troops.

This required extensive coordination within the Squedron in that meny of the
troops were in fiold locations and aircraft ware required to ncke deliveries. Is
the nev weapons were picked up fron Long Binh they wore issued to the Troops. On
23 Jamurry 19%9,the woapons exchango was completed for the entiro ‘Squadron,

5. Ia Jamuery, this Squedron assumed the responsibility for the entire
dafense of the airfield periucter, Cocrdination and plens were made with the
164th CLG to inorease the amount of weanons end armniticn allocated for the
perineter. The primary problon wes the fact that neny of tho units at Virh Long
@i¢ nct havo the weapons and equipmont roquired assipgnod as T0LE, Requirenents
hnve been submitted to the 154th CAG for "the.necessory oqiiprwent, Barrier nmctews
£icl(conoertina wiro, sand bage and lurbor) have bean obtained or placod on re-
quisition to strengthen the perineter.

5. Durinz tho ionth of Jawmory, coordim tion vas nade with the 53rd Gp in
Vung Teu to recelve cssistonce ond recomrendations for the Vinh Lomgarmmuuition
Supply Point., Represeatetivos fro.: the 148th Ordnance Coynnde several visits
to the supply point' and nrovidoad additionel persomnel to supervise procedures in
the lssuo, handling, and elorcge of arzmnition, Ls o result of their gssistaicc
the awrmnition storags area is under construotion and is expected to be corplets
by the end of Fobrucry., This will encble the Amrmnition Supply Point to meintai
o larger stock of crrumition within s tore secure envirorment, and will ensure
ore officlent support to the Squadron as well as the installatlon.
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II (0) .Section 11, I.eaaom Learned:: Cernarnder's Qbsexvations, Evaluations,
. and Rooommendations,

A, Personncl: MNonec
B. Operations:

1. Joint Operations with ARVN Units:

.(a) Observation: Indigonous units ere not always able to prodde a
rosarve or baok up force for Alr Cavalry Operations.

(b) Evaluation: Without adequato rescrves it is highly undesireble to
deploy the Infantry platoon organic to the Alr Cavalry Troop. It is also
undosirable to conduct normal cavalry operations with insufficient roserves
to provide seourity for downed aircraft and crows.

(¢) Recommendations: Thet commanders effoct coordination with units
having operational control of their Air Cavalry Troop to insuro that reserves
aro available and that a thorough mutual understending is reached as to
conduct of missions, This co-ordination should be made through ARVN channels
a8 well a8 U.S. Advisory chennols and a closr undorstanding reached prior
to leunching tho migsion., Whon the supportod unit is not cble to provide
rosorvos, the tacticel employment of the aireraft ghould be modified to
minimize the risk of losing an ailrcraft to hoastile firo,

(d) Command Action: Tha Troop Comnander or his reprosentative, prior
tu each mission, co-ordinctos uvith the Seniocr Advisor and Counterpart to
establish use of roscrvo forces. Prior to deperting for the 40, tho miassion
comnander physically chocks tho prosence and combat readiness of the roaction
force at the staging erca.

2. Alrcraft Recovery: |

(a) Observation: - When cn wireraft is forced down in the area of
operations, the need for imrediate recovery is imparetive, if the prinary
mission is not to bo detrected from.

(L) Evaluation: On mamy occasions it has taken the rocovery aircraft

as much as 1.5 to 5.0 hours to extract a downod aireraft., Alr and ground
troop assots are tied up for cxtended poriods of time,

(¢) Rocomnondotions: That recovery aircraft (CH-47) with rigging crovs
be stegod at Soc Trong and Vinh Long on a dally baa:la for immediate recovery
of aircreft stationod at thosc locagtions.

(@) Command Action: The foesibility of decentralisetion of recov:ry
aircraft in the Delta is prosently being analysed., The rocovery officer
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f‘ro%l the 611th Meintenance Corpeny has been consulted corcorning this
problieny

3. Fight Operations:

(e) Observetion: The use of xenon seerchlights for 11lunination !
curing night 1dpsiong has proven :me"ectivo. v

"(b) Evaluations The xenon seerchlight is excelleat for illumnation
of tergets at great distances, When used on an aircreft, even on wide boean,
the light boan is too narrov for use while in the air.

(c) Rocommondations That the illumination aireraft discortinue the
use of tho xenon searchlight and utilizo a C~123 secarchlight clustor,
This systom has beon used effectively within tho Squadron, however a nore
offective wider coverage systen is still needec,

(d) Comman® Actions The xenon gseerchlights in the Squedron have beon
replaced with the C-123 seerchlight clusters and reinforcad with aircreft
flarcs,

C. Trainirg:
l. Inecountry Trainings

(a) Obscrvetion: New in-country persomnol casignod te the 7/1 ACS
ero not comploting tho in-country treining within 7 dcys after arrivel in
cowtry, as recuircd by USLRV 350-1 regulction,

(b) Zveluotions Porsorel cssigned to the unit normally co mplete thoir
in-procossing to include personrel records, fincnes rocords, sizning for
equipnent cac troon orientation epproxinctely 3 to 4 de.ys after beins cssigned
to the Squadron, The avercge roporting tine to the Squedren fron cxrivel date
ir country has beon 4 to & days. Treining cammot be comductad or schcduled
often onough tc peot 211 requirenents, Additionolly, Squedron decs not have
readily avelleble range fecilities or persomnel to conduct inecouw try treining
as froquently as required, ' :

(c) Racommendation: An inecountry sbhool be osteblished end concucted
for personncl casigned to ren-divisionel units arriving in-country at or
near the roplacsment contar, whero personnel can receive the requirecd
tratning nrior te assl gonent, This would cnable the personnel to meot the
trodning rocuirewents, rcceive zood training ot facilitics thot ere cdoquate
and a.llow in sono coses, © closor scrooning of rocorcs and porsonncl for
assig'nent to units while +rui.ung is boing conduotec »

(d) Couman® Actions The Squadron is conducting inecountry troining
with fecilities at Vinh Long, Training is boing confucted bi=monthly a::d
a3 roouireé as soon 08 possiblo after renleceronts arrivo in the oqu.fron.

‘Do Intolligonce.

1. POV Intollizonces

13

CONFIDENTIAL |




| CONFIDENTIAL |

(c) Ubomﬁont Information asquired from POi's by irmediato
interrogation enhonces the successful oomplotion or exploitation of tho
Cavalry mission vhon operating with AIWII Divieions,

(b) Evaluationt Mhen the Cavalry troops bring POills. or Mtl
Division headquartors or sanior unit which thay are oupporting, it is difncult
to get information passod bagk to tho troop cormander on tho results of POY
intoprogation, In almost all cases, tho troop is returning to work 4n tho
samo area and such information would greatly enhance misoion results.

(o) Reomtﬁom All wmits requesting Alr Cavalry %
imediatoly attampt to pass on any information gainod through 8 or
doounente, Iphasis should be placed on interrogating POWlg upon thedr capturo
and relaying this information to the riassion oomanderwmmat axpeditious

- neand.

'(d) Command Actions Squndron hag sent personnel to respective Division
Hoadquartors' for informal briofings whore thils noint has boeen stressods.
Additionally, nission lendors are making the specific point of requosting any
information vhen o POW Ar doouwent 1s turno? into the Division TOC,

E, logistics:
1., Shortage of Propanc Gast

(a) Observationt "Recent incroases in contoncment ness hall oquipremt
has inerecased the requiranent for bpttlod propane resupply to a daily basis.

(b) Cvaluntion: During tho roporting period many now itais of zarrison
type equipnent such as coflee wms, hot ard onld serving lines and rixing
machines have boet: 1ssuod and installed requiring sxro propano than is
presantly aveilable at Vinh Iong,

(6) Rescormmdations: That tho Squadron have bulk propane tanks instplled
noar tho mess hall and that ;eounply of propano be on a rogu- “arly schedulod
basis,

(d) Cormand Action: Tho Squadron S<4 has coordinatod with tho USAIV
POL Officor concerning thie problan, The USARV POL Officor is assisting
in obtaining tiio tanko and is arranging for schoduled dolivery of propano gas.

2, Tum-in of Unsarvicable Equipnent:

(a) Observationt Property dleposal facilitien are not in closo
proxinity to Vinh Ionz, :

(b) Dvaluationt Dquipnent Teoclmiocally inspected by the 238th lmintenance
Company and declared unserviceable rmst be turned in to a property diaposal
fooility. - The neareet facility of this type is locatod in Vimg Tau.

Disposal of wnserviceablo oquipment roquires aircreft to be util’sed for
other than operational missions, At prosent tho'238th iladntu .z <o Sonpany
has no facility for ascopting or storege of those itams pending availabtdility

- 14
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of choaper transportetion, 1.0. water croft. Mioro is wo adequcte roed
networl fron Vinh Long to,‘fmg Ten, oee

(¢) Reecmmendctions: Thot e properiy disposal facility be centrally
locstod at Can Tho which weuld be ocsily accessible by road to wilts located
at Soc Tpang and Vinh Lonz, Also reccmrend that tho 230th Maintenance
Contact Team at Vinhi Leng occopt unserviceablo matoriel roquired to go to the
pronerty disposal facility at Viurg Teu and thet thoy be ziven the responsibility
to evacucts this equipnont.

(¢) Command Actions Arrangenents hove been made with the 238th
Haintenonca Contact Teaa at Vinh Long to zccent uneervicooble oquivment and
to evacuetc this squipment to Vung Tau, -

L. Comreend anf? Control Console, Li/iS0-11:

(&) Obscrveticn: Tho 7/1 LCS is cuthorized three command and control
consoles, AN/LSC~-11, cccording to ifiCE 17-05T, dated Luzust 1958, The
Squadron has one AN/ASC-10 in ihe Squadron Commandor's airsreft,

(b) Fvaluction: The Squedron Commmdor's aircreft is used as the
commend conmtrol cirercft in the aree of oneration., Bocanse tie Scuodron
oporatas i threo diffcront LO0's o2 eny given day, one console equipped aircraft
is incdequate,

(¢) Recommerdetic::s Revest tho 7/1 ACS boe issuod the three All/LSC-11's
cuthorizod by the ITOE tc encure thot the Squcadron commend and control cireroft
erc equinped with the censale,

() Cowmand Letion: Tho three AN/ASC-11's have beer on requisition
sirce the 7/1 ACS was suthorized tho A/45C-11's, follor up ection heog been
initiched with nezctlve results,

’s, Sunport Neintoncnee for the 1Z5707 Latenns Matehing Units

() Obecrvation: MW6I07 .wunts are turned i1 to the 2d Maintenanco
Bottalion in Vuy Ten for repair. The antenna netching uvndi cantiot be
ropaired in-country and is therefore sont to Sacramento Army Depet for repair.

(b) Bvaluetior: “he MXKE707T antema natehing units have not been returned
gince tho first one went in cevercl :onths age. Ilowvover, six cntomne sotching
wiits voro sclvoged at tho support maintenance urit and those itcus wore
dropped fren owp inventory. These matching units woro put on requisition enc -
received tho letter part of this quartor. The new iteis were deploted
irmecietely to replace imoperable . units on vohicles. The supnly is at a
eriticol state end none have boen salvered recently,

(¢) Recommendaticn: That a support unit bo eatcblished in the Dolte
to reprir antenna matching wnits. If the antemnz natching unit coos havo
to 7o to Sacrmmyito ‘rmy Depot ioro units should be sclvegec, nllouwing now
uwdts to be nloced om requisition,

J
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' (). Comnand Actions T.u /1 ACS commnications section is presently
utilising the 230th Maintenasce Compary in Binh Duc for repadr. If this unit
can rgal{ the 1X6707 nourt, the itom 1ill not have to be sent to Sacramento
Arny Depot, ’ .

F. Othert
1. £4RC-54 Radioss

il (2) Obsotvetion: Avionic difficulties heve beon found in the ARC-54
b o 08,. . ’

(b) Bvaluation: Contimuous overstion of the ™ raiio hed caused
overheating and eventual maliunction in the trenamitter, By liniting
the tronsnission time ond also any surge of pover to the radio itsclf, the
life of the radic could bo axtended. .

(¢) Recormencdetion: Transmissions be limited to 30 seconds with a
cooling intervel prior to the next tronsnission. FPricr to turning on tho
redics, inverter chocks shovld bo nede and the aireraft load neter should
stabilize on 5 or loss. '

(@) Command Lctiont L11 pilots are thoroughly briefed on the radios
operation end 1imits on raiin trensmissions. The loed meter check prior
to turaing on sirereft rodios has been included in tho rumup S0P,

2. AB-1G FM Antonnes

(o) Obsorvation:t Tho FM anterma on the AH-1G is positioned in the pylon
onclosurs behing the emgine oil resorvoif. An oil £iln and cccompanying
dust and dirt docronsos the range and offoctivoness of the FM radio,

(b) Evalustion: Becaouse of tho close proximity of the ntomna to the
reservoir this probl_em mast be checked after every flight,

(c) Recommendation: Thot o sheet retel shiocld bo placod betwoen the
regorvoir end antenna or the antomna should be rolocated.

(8) Coman? Aetloms [11 pilots on their proflizht and postflishi
irsnections cheel: tho entein for cleenliness. /n IR is boing subitted on
this problery,

3. Suitch, Prossurc Sonsing (0II64) :

. (e) Obsorvations After sitting for several howrs an OHAL lost the
primc to tho engine fucl puwp, This aireralt could easily be nrirod by
removing the fuol 1ino from the fuol sorey nozzle (FSI 284S~C20-C3C5) and
rotoring tho ongino with ths storter. Othorwiso, cperaticn was acrmel.

{b) Evaluctiont The entire fusl system vas checked for leaks vhere
air could enter tho system causing contamination. Finally the engine fuel
pump was reploced along with & differential progsurs metoh (7~ "7-$79-9187),
This ircediately solved the problom, Other instamcos havo shown that this
differontial nressuro switch has caused fuel purp cavitation, After
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conslderchble consulitation botweon maintenance personmel and enZine tochnicel
ropresentativos it ia felt tlat loss of nrime ean be attributed to & feulty
diephregm in the pressure sitch, B

(¢) Recommeendation: When fuol purn cevitetion or loss of nrime cccurs,
viich cannot be cttributed to loaking fuel linos or fuel stoprege, the
p;es::ma switch (P3N 5030-C70-5127) be replaced as the next sten in trouble
sheoting, :

(2) Command Lctiont The Cirect support TC Dotechmonts for cach troop
heve beon thoroughly briefed on this nroblem, The pressuro switch (FSN 5030-
979-9187) is presently being stocied to neet replacenent requiremerts.

4. OH5A Main Rotor Blade Dempers (FSN 1615-922-8200)

(2) Cbaservations After two to three hundred hours on the CHAL,
leterel vibretions were experionced. These could be worled out by exerclsing
tho main rotor Capsrs; however, the laterel vibrations continuec to reoccur
end a new “anper ¢id ot always solve the problen.

(b) Tveluetiont After cansiderable exmerinentetion, it was found that
by Looping ¢ supply of Cempers (F'SN 1515-022-3200) the bresk torque on each
carmer coul? ha narked in Zach/mowrds. leanally, vhen & derper problen ariscs,
one or two 6f the dapers ere nesr the medirmiz or ninimun torque limits,

By retching the four dampers vhich have a renge spreed of 20 inch/pounds or
Jess, the lateral vibration is eliminated. Rough handling of bleces when
phasing also csuses damege to the dempers.

(c) Recommondations: When leteral vibrations ere experienced on the
OHAL, a set of 4 dammers should be matchad with e range spreed of less then
20 inch/pounds Ciffarentis), w.th the aversge brea: torque betwveen 255-285
inch/mouns, Only 2 Ceimors cre euthorized for stockege by M 55-1520-214-35P;
they should be ceclared a cobet essentisl iten with et least 4 each on hand
et unit level, Also, if dampers vhich ere removel ecre still within tho
reage of 255-235 inch/mouwde, they should be merked with trrque velues
av! restocke’, Pilots and crew members should uec ceut’omn vhon »hasing
blaﬂ.os. :

() Commend Action: ANl avietors and crev chiefs heve heon ingtrueted
to phase the M.edos with ceution. The dircct sunport TC Detcochients and
ell raintenance officors have been furnishe the sbove informetlion, The
Squerron has recuosted ruthafty for vdditional stoclege.

5, OUAL Rocoverys

(e) Obscrvation: Dvring several OHSA recoveries,choracteristics of
ingtability have heen found in different eircraft confipureticiic.

(b) ZEveluations Ixperience has roveesled that the OHSL is very unstable
wyhila being ovacustod vhea the crew and carzo doors ere installod exd the
teil btoon is iseing,

J
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(c) Recommendations: If the tail hoom is missiﬁg, the orew and cargo
doors should he removed and oarried inside the recovery atreraft,

(d) Command Aotion: a1l recovery teams in the Squrdrpn have :uen
instructed to oomply with the above recommendations,

| | ' A0
4 Inol .éea, £ /L
1, After Aotion g:port Mounted 30Gm RR /.

GEORGE R, CROOK
Port 31 December 1968
3, After Action Report 4 January 1969 - UG, kmor -
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AVBASE (14 rFeb 65) 1st Inc
SUBJECT: Uwnerational leport of 7th irmored dquadron, 1lst Alr Cavalry for
Perdod Enaing 31 Jamuary 1969 (.l CG0u~65) (1) (U)

Di, iy, 1645 AVIAYICL GROUP, ATO 96215, 22 Jebruary 1969
G2 DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section II, iessons l-earned: Commander's Cbservations, ivaluations,
and .lecoimenlations, :

a. rersomacl: ione
b, Oneratione:

(1) Joint Ouerations with 4iVi Unitss uhis Headquarters coacurs with

the recoimiondations and sction taken.

(2) Aircralt fecoverrs “hore is not a shortage of recovery ships (Cii=47)
but rather a shortage of rigging material and rigging ships (Ui1D)., During
the month of Deceamber, the 611th Laintenanco Comuany inventory of UMD
aircraft was reduced 4o one aircraft that vas available for rigging. Irior
to this, thie 611th had two rizging shijs, ono at Soc lrang and one at
Vimh Longz, If this ship poes dowm for any reason, the irmmedlate rigging
capability for 7V Jorps 1s drastically curtailed. 16Ath Group then has to
nwrovide a shin to dchk un the rigging crev. this is tine consuing.

Jhen Grous is inforued that the 611th ghin is down, a shi» is sent to

the 011tk for rigging assistance. %o help alleviate this nroblem, the Grou:
aviation comnanies aro training thei:r maintenance ilatoon nersonnel to rig.
JAguiag gear 18 being collected so if a need arises, those coupanies can

rig their own alircraft. it this time the 511th rirging cansbility is

barolr adeguate. Group has asted that the 011th rovide one uore shi)

to the rigging section. Due to lack of float airerait that normallr are
availeblo for uso as rigging shivs, the J11th has not been able o rovide an
axuira ahi:':‘o '

(3) iicht Coerations:s This ileadcuariers concurs with the recormenda~
tions aud action talen.

C. Irairing:

; (1')bi Iga_z_c?ypj;gr_ Training: ‘,'."nis'; Headquarterc concwrs with the recormendation
and action taken. LA ’
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AVBACE (14 Feb 69) 1lst Ind 22 Februarr 1569
JUBJECT: Operational feport of 7th aruored Squadron, 1st iir Cavelry for
Period nding 31 Janvary 1959 (RCS Caif0:=05) (R1)

d. Intelligeuce:

POJ_Intellizence: ‘his headquarters concurs with the recommendation
and action taken,

e, Logistics:

(1) Shortage of fronane Gas: Irovene is supplied by commercial
contractors. Coordination with Jan Tho LS4 has revealed an anticipated
completion date for installatlon of coumuercial bulk storage and renlen-
ishnent facilities at Cen Tho o/a 1 kiarch 1969, Onco this is coupleted,
the problem of transnortation of uropane should be mininized. in the
event the comercial contractor cannot meet the requirements, the 7/1st
AG3 has full authorization of field mess equigment on hand.

(2) Durp~in of Upperviceable Equi:ment: This hsadquarters couours with

the recommendstion and the action telen.

(3) i I/aSt=11t A review of recuisitions
submd tted by 7/18t ACS revealed that the three Mli/A5C-11's were only recently

placed on vaJld recuisition. Avpronriate follow-up action will be talen
I4d current rem:lat:':.ons.

(4) S - ' ; Ipits This
headquarters is 1ncapa.ble ol dotemlnluo if Jensity” of subject eguirnent
1ls sufficlent to justify a local maintenance ca; ;ab 21t or an in-couniry
naintensnce cayability. Recommend a direct oxchan;'e s;-rstam on itams in

noed of repair bte evaluated to determine feasibility,

a3 "l h}

- "

fo Othere:

(1)- iRC-54 .adios: “his headquarterc concurs with the recommendation
and action talten,

(2) AI-1G & Antesng: ‘Thisheadquarters concurs with the recommerdation
and action taker.

(3) Switch, Pressure Sensing (Qlid4js  'fhis hoadouarters concurs with the
recomaandation and action takeu. :

(4) QNG Majur Blode Danmpera (S 1615:022-8200)s  “his
hoadquarters councurs tho recowe‘matioa and action tskon,
¥
3
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AVBACE (14 Feb $9) 1lst Ind 22 Pebruarr 1969

SUDJECT: Operational .ienort of 7th Armored oquadro 1st iir Cavalry for
Period Bnding 31 January 1969 (RC3 CSPOR~65) (:11)

(5) QEGL jiecoverys ‘“his Feadquarters concurs with the recormendation
and action takea. .

AA;@M

/' JACK V, MACKMULL
volonel, Infantry
Cormanding
DISLTIBULTION:
2 DAA A‘. 1‘1; L‘LISI"O:.I
1 UG, 1st ivn Bde, ATi%is AVBa=C
2
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AVBAGC-0 (14 Feb 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operatiunal Report of 7th Armored Squadron, lst Air Cavalry tor
Period Bnding 31 January 199 (RCS CSF(R-65) (R1) (UIC: WiZbAA)

DA, HEADQUAKTERS, 1ST AVIATION ERIGAUE, APO 90384 79 MAR 19R0

THRU: Cammanding Ueperal, United States Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHiC-DST
APO 96375 , '
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: G™POP-OT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chiet of Staft for Farce Development, Department of the
Amy, Washington, D,C., 20310

This headquarters has reviewed this report, camsiders it to be adequate
and concurs with the cantents, except as noted below,

a. Section I, paragraph U5, page 5: USALV Reg 614~220, Reporting and
Assignment of Enlisted Persomnel Returning from Overseas, dated 8 Jan 69,
prescribes procedures which, if properly complied with, should substantially
reduce if not eliminate the problem of nan-receipt of assignment instruc-
tions for junior enlisted persannel., Normally, BM will receive assignment
instructions approximately 45 days prior to DEROS, Nonreceipt of assignment
instructim rosters are provided by USARV 45 days prior to DEROS month for
Fl-Eb persamel for updating, Personnel within 10 days of normal DEROS
who are still pending assignment instructions are reidentified to USARV,
USARV Reg 55-2 provides guidance to permit individuals to ship household
goods prior to receipt of assignment instructions, Approximately 99% of lst
Avn Bde junior enlisted personnel receive assignments prior to ten days
before DEROS, The manth of December 68 unaccountably showsd a slightly lower
rate of approximately 96. 5%, )

b, Section 1I, parasgraph Cl, page 13: All Brigade units have been di-
rected to coordinate with division replacement training facilities located
near them to obtain assistance in replacement training, These training units

‘have facilities available to accomplish all replacement training require-

ments and have given excellent cooperation to lst Aviatim Brigade units,
The 9th Infantry Divisim is nearest to the 7/1st ACS Base Camp and can
assist them in their replacement training.

c. Section II, paragraph &4, page 15: Reference USARV canfidential
message, 86623, dated 31 December 1968 which outlines the basis of issue of
ASC 10, 11, and 15's, Command consoles are issued to aviatim groups or
separate battalions oniy. They are command-controlled items and will only
be received through a BOI, The 7/1st ACS must coordinate their mission re-
quirements with the 1o4th Uroup for an increase in allocation of 164th
Group's resources, '
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AVGAGC-0 (14 Feb 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 7th Armored Squadron, lst Air Cavalry for
Period Mding 31 January 1%9 (RCS CEPOR-05) (K1) (VIC: WizbAd)

d. Sectim II, parsgraph E5, page 15: Units who have MX 67(7 matching
units which have been in the repair and return to user program over eix weeks
should receive a turmn-in and requisitim new mes an a me~for-ane basis,
Coordination is being made with 1st Log to have the MX 6707 placed into
a Tepair and return to etock program. Antenna matching wnit MX 2799/VRC,
the predecessor to the MX 6707, is a good substitute item and ie in the
supply system,

e, Sectin II, paragraph Fl, page 16: The problem existing in AH-1G
airoraft with ARC-54 radios ie a heat problem, The location of the radio
allows very little air circulation and receives heat from the engine exhanst.
Tests are being conducted to measure heat in the vicinity of the ARC~-5; in
the A-lu, Different modifications have been performed locelly, ame of
which appears to relieve the heat prohtlem, Avionics Labs and ECOM per-
sonnel, in conjunction with the Avimice officer of lst Aviation Brigade
and 3/17th ACS, are candusting theee teste to achieve an MWD which will
eliminate the tranammission problems of the ARC-5; in the AH-1G aireraft,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

AVID R. ANDERSON

T, AGC
%'m,m
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AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 7th Armored Squedron, lst avalry
for Period Ending 31 January 1969 (RCS csma-és) (m) (u)

HEADQUARTERS , UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETHAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 4 WAR 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTH: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Lumod

for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters, 7th
Armored Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry and concurs with report and the in-

dorsements of intermediate headquarters.

918

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C.D. WRLSON

1T, AGC

Assistent Adjutant Genersl
Cy furn:
7/lst ACS
1st Avn Bde
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| GROP-DT (14 Peb 69) 4th Ind (U) R
SUMECT: Operatiomsl Report of HQ, 7th Armored Sqdra, let Air Cav
_ tor Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-6S (n1)
AQ, US Army, Pecific, APO Sam Prencisco 96538 1 APR iogy

T0: Assistant Chief of Steff for Force Development, Depertment, of the
~Army,” Washington, D.. C. 20310 .

This heedquarters has evelusted subject ripor't end forwerding indorse-
ments end concurs in the report as indorsed. 3

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
%?. wi %ﬂpﬁ :
MAJ, A

Asst AG

O
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INCLOSURE 1 (AFTER ACTION REPORT) to Operational Report Lessons Learned
for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1969

In November 1968, Troop D provided security for a fire support base

in the vicinity (VS89358) while OPCON to the 44th STZ., During this

operation the VC held fortified positions along the SW portion of Nui

Coto (VS900562), Troop D planned their 106RR on air boats supplied by

th 44th STZ to enable .the weapons to move down into the open swamp

land where direct fire could be placed in the VC caves. The air. boat was

very effective as a maneuver element, however, the air boat could nét

maintain its normal speed, Due to the weight of the 106RR only 4

rounds could be carried in the same boat, This caused a problem in that
the additional air boats carried the ammunition for the weapons; and rounds

had to be transferred from one air boat to the other, When fired, the
106RR had very little effect on the boat, however, a great deal of

water and spray covered the area. The stability and accuracy of the 106RR

were not affected. this adaptaticn allowed the 106RR to be carried over
terrain vhere normally a heavy crew served weapon could not be used (See
Incl 1 to Incl 1), During the same operation the 106RR was placed on

top of an armored personnel carrier to accomplish the same mission, This

adaptation also proved to be very satisfactory in that the APC could
traverse the open swampland and rice paddies with little or no problem,

The APC with the 106RR was able to carry the basic load of ammunition

required (See Incl 2 to Incl 1), Both of these concepts have proven very

valuable and have been used frequently by Troop D, 7/1 ACS on operations
in the IV CTZ,
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' DCLOSURE 1 70 INCLOSURE L. (AFTER ACTTON REPORT, to Operatdozal Report i
lessons loamed for Quarterly Period €nding 31 Jauar; 1969 !

Dlade & Cagzo Egtra Rovnds 105RR

N

" Mow:t for 50 cal or 30 cal G

| L4
37 ‘:s‘ﬁ'&’]ﬂ B

AlR CAT

o

I06RR Mowmted on Air Boat
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TICLOSURE 2 70 BICLOJUIS 1 (APTIN ACTION [EPORT). to Operetional DBeport

Lesscns Leamod for Quarter]: Pertod Ending Jumary 1969

- 1C57R Younted on APC
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INCLOSURE 2 (AFTER ACTIGN REPORT) to Cpsiutional Report Lessons Learned
for Quarterly Period Enéing 31 January 1969

G 31 Decamber 1968, B Troop, 7th Squadron, lst Air Cavalry rece*ved &
mission to VR an operations arce NW of Ca Mau (VR953490) in eupport of the
st ARVN Diviaion Operations,

While conduoting a visual veconnaissance of th: area, B Troop located
numerous sampans treveling SW along o rebwork of scanals, loo.ded with equip-
nent and amnmition, Tho nam:x:na wero not camouflaged or hidden but were
left along the canals as if the personnel traveling in them had deperted in
& hurry as the airoraft approached, B Troop inserted troopa on the various
olusters of sampens.

Ag the teams and C&C airercft orbiici ovarhead, the Troop Commandser observed
whet appeared to be a VO saveral hundred pstours awey. e was in tall grass
and reeds waving a white cloth, It wms summised that this indlvidual wes
possibly beit for a trap, howsver, tas possitility of a defection or sur-
render could not be overlookeds The Troop Commender requested that his
scout aireraft cover him vhile ho approcched tho man to attenpt a plck up.
On londing in the aren, he notized thet the mm had a fair complexion crnd
long beurd, de?initely not & Vioinamese, 4a ko Troop Cormender departed the
area Ls notified ths Jlst ARWN Div, that he hal just pickKed up James N, Rowe,
an Amexdoan offieer who had heen hold pdeoner by the VC for 5 years, The
expression and relief diaplayed on Rowels face after buing ploked up was
snough #o aomvinee the maz of B Truop thab thelr year in Vietnam would be

a neworable one and that 3L Desember 1968, would be & New Year's Eve never
forgotten, The Troop dropped lnj, Rowe off at Ca Mau to & reception
committee of numeroua persomnel for examination and questioning und returned
to the operationcl ares, 4n insertion wes made in the same vieiniiy where
nunerous caches of exrmmition and equipnunt were secured, In one back pack,
several ploturcs wero fowid showing mumerous Anericens being examined by

VC dootors. Maj. Lowe was included in some of these pi ctures. The contents,
along with cachos were twrrod over to the 2lst AVl Division.
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INCLOSURE 3 (APTER ACTIQ! REPORT) to Operational Report Lessons Leamed
for Qumrterly Period Ending 3i January 1969

On / January 1969, Troop B, 7th Squadron, lst Alr Cavalry received a mission
to VR an operational avea SW of Vi Thanh (WRI90680) in support of a st
ARVN Division operetion,

While conduoting a visual reconnaissance of thelr assigned aree, 4 armed men’
were obsarved mmning toward a tree line. After rucelving clearence to fire,
the gun team rolled in to suppress the aren with rockets and minl. gms.
Upon_oompletion of tho firing mms the acout alrcreft returned to check the
damego, As they approaciued the aree, they receaived heavy automatic weapons
fire, The lead OH-6A crashed out of oontrol against a tree line and burst into
flames on impact, The obsexrver wes doad inside the flaming wreckage, how-
ever, the pilot managed to crawl ciear, The scout wingman attempted to land
by the burning helicopter but the enamy!s sutomatic weapoas fire severaly
wounded him, He was shot in ‘the leg, had one finger ehot off and was tem-
porarily blinded by ehettoring plexiglass, [Hls scout observer took control
and landed the aircreft approximately 1000 meters away from the actlon,

The weapons platoon leade:r in the lend Cobma spotted the pilot of the first
LOH crauling away from the firs, He irmedlately lended his Cobre to pick’
hin up. ke pilot of the Cobra cismountod and went to the LOH pllots aid,

as hin uingmsn began making gun rma on the closing VG, Hith this cover-
ing Iire, the Weapons Platoon Leadar and his pilot were abls to get the
soout pilot onto the amo bLay dror and fly cleexr of the contested area. As
soon as this rescus was complated the Cobra wingman located the second LOH
axd landed to evacuate the crows In this oase, the Cobra pilot got out of
his heiicoptor to holp the saout observer carry the seriocusly vuunded scout
pilot tc the Cobra, Once thcy had placed the wounded pilot or the ammo bey
door, the seoond scout observer got in the front szat of the Cobra wnd the
Cobre pllot used his own body a= & shield to hold the +munded cffMoar on

the ammo bey door during tho evacuation flight to Buoh ...r. s operation’
proved the value of the Cobra in roles other than that of a w-ppons platform,
vhile also exemplifying the initlative and ingenuity of tle Dutckmasbter Tean.

40
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