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WITCHCRAFT, SORCERY, MAGIC, AMD OTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL PHENOMENA AND
THEIR IMPLICATIONS ON MILITARY AND PARAMILITARY OPERAT NS IM THE CONGO

This report has been prepsred in response to a query posed by 0DCS/0PS,
Department ¢£ the Army, regarding the purpostad sse of witcheraft, sorcery, and
magic by insurgent elements in the Rep.blic of the Congo (Leopoldville). Magical
practices are said 1o be effective in conditicning dissident elemnnts and their
followers to do battle with Govermment troops. Reue) tribesmen secn to have been
persuaded that they can be made magically imperviou- to Congolecse army Firepower.
Their fear of Government forces hue thue bueen diminished and, conversely, fear
of the rebels has grown within army ranks.

The problem,therefbre,nﬁich CINCA? was ssked to explore i1s the role 6?
supernatural or superz:itious cconcepts in a counterinsurgency campaign in
the Congo. R ’

Any reply to this guestior involves consideration of several factors. It
i3 necessary to examine the nature ot genaral African Weliefs about magiec, insofar
as this may be done on the basis of pubiished studica. 1t is5 a}so necessary to
gain some insight as to the roles played by magic in other African revolutionary
upheavals. And finally, It is nuggestad that today's insurgency situation in the
Congo should not Le studied in a vacuum, but should be considered as part of a
continuum stemming from the pre-independence Belgian administration, the impact
of Western culture upon African tribal systems, the circumstances of the birth
cf the Congo Republic, and the nature of the struggle for pewer within the Congo
since 1900,

A review of available literature indicstes that in Africs, uprisinge embody-
ing supernstural practices have tended to occur generally whenever the continued
physical safety or internal power structure of & trioc or tribes has been
scriously threatened. Manifestations of witcheraf! andbsorcery ir these {iretances
can be said to reflect, in part, 8 return to traditionzlism. A tribe urites
more readily when a threat is explainable and solutioas are propounded -n terms
of tribal common denominators of belief. In order to de tormine the .rgree to
which such a gereralization is applicabie *. "o current situation in the Cengo,
a brief ecapitulotion of certain aspects >t »>cent Congoleze history wiii .erve
es a vaeful point of departure.
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Origins of Congoless Political Instability
The tribal uprisings which have erupted in the Repiviic of the Congo

(leopoldville) since its independence in 1960 can be traced tec situations which
appeared to threaten the various tribes hoth in terms of their pluysical weil-

belng &.. ieir position withir the str-ture of Cogrlese rational society.

With independence, these tribes found themselives lacking the basic services whicl
the colonial administration had provided--alimentatiou, hygiene, medical care,
schoole, and physical security--while at the same time the tucure of the tribe
and its organization was being debated by the rew goernment at Leopoldville, By
and large. however, it was the disruptivn in government machinery which forced
the younger members of the tribes t7 scek the urban centers in an cffort to immor
their gituation, and puched the olds r members back tuwards traditionalism and its
beli..c in magic and witchcraft.

The actual disintegration of the Congo was causcd Ly two main factors: th.:
ubsence of associational groups wirich couid replace the departing colonial
administration; and the power struggle that tock placs between these Congolese
political parties favoring centralism and those favoring feceralism. This confli
prevented any attempts by uongnlese gnvermments to restore sume semblance of
adminstrative order.

The apparent docility of the Congolese peonle had led the Belgicn colonial
udministration to believe its regime would endure, and that it could take its tim
in preparing the country for an eventual praccful transfer of power. It was not
until the bloodv riots of January §, 1659, that the Relgian Covernment realized
that it would have Lo  Ive [reedom to the Congo much sooner than it had ..-visaged
In the ensuing agreements between Co:fnlexe representatives and the Relgiar
, Government, provisions were made for thie utilization of Belyian colonial ci-il
servants in their former capacities until Congolese replacements could be .rained
Such agreements were never implemented. On July #, 1966, cight daye aiter
independence, the Cungolese National Army in tha capitil city of Lenpuldville
mutinied against its Belgzlan officers, and in Yrss tha: three days +*he smtiny had
spread to the rest of the Congo where ths - ::itiun of all Belgian civilians
became terious. Or July 11, Belgian pirativc-ers occupied Leop:ldville and
other major Congolesc cities, while the province of Katanga ceclared 1ts fadepenc
ence, Kasail province was to follow cuit in Aagu=t. On July 12, Premicr Pacrice

Lusumba .alled on the United Nations to eject the Belgian troops and help restors
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order. In the tew weeks following the arrival of UN forces, Lumumba's tol lowers
made repeated attempts to reimpose cenirsal governmeniai «- .. rol «n Katarga and
Kasal. Thes2 attempts, and the high number of casualties resulting from them,
precipitated a power struggle betwcen the certralist bloc of Lumunba and the
federalist bloc of Fresident doseph Kassvubu which paralyzed all government
activity. Although Lumumba was eventually recveu from office by the Army Chief
of Staff, and a more or less Federal set-up with a rtfong executive was ertzblished
the government remained virtually pavialyzed »v ile «Ifort ta vaygain Katanga
province. Anarchy thus set in, providirg Lumumba's fojlowers with opportunities
to set up their own political orgarizations. These wwre cast along tribal lines.
and the trappings of tribalism, includisg manitistations of hejfets in magic and
witchcraft, began again to impinge up>. politics at ilic national level,

Elements of East-West confrontation entered the picture when the sitvation
in the Congo was internationalized. By calling ir the United Nstions, Lumumba
had hoped that it would help him {n his efforts to r:store central government
control over Kasai and Katanga provinces while a2lso helping him train civil
service cadres to repiace the Belgians who had departed after the July riots. In
the UN, Lumumba had reccived his initial support frou the Afro-Asian and Communist
Blocs. But when the United Nations refused to acced. to all his demands, he
turned against it and accepted the proferred assistance of the Communist Bloc
countries, along with that of Ghana, Guinea, and the United Arab Republic.
Communist machinations, and subsequent attempts by UGN Ghanian troops to disarm
the Congolese Army seemed to have ;:rompted General Mobutu to stage the removal

' of Lumumba. With the overthrow of Lizmumba and the ejection of a1l fowmmi .+

Bloc missions from the Congo by Mobutu, it appearcd that Comsunist influeace

in the Ccngo was reduced to a minimum in spite of tae fact that some of Lumurba's
left-leaning associates remained actively on the sce:ne, The present recurs--~.
of Communist agitation seems, however, to derivs its main impetus from tte
Chinese Communist Mission in Burundi.

The role beinz played toduy by tribalism, with itz attendant reversion to
other aspects of traditionalism, can be undeystood fivlr only in the liy t of
the effect on the tribes of the transition rr . colonalism to full indcpendern o,
Belgian cclonial policy was, in generz’, paterualistic in tone and indirect i
adminis*ration., The Belrian administraticn assumeq th> role of tutor, ard c¢ali

witn local’ﬂopuiations through local indigencus institutions. 1t was thoaght
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that this process would be less disruptive and would condition local societics to
accept foreign rule more readiiy., With particular refercnce *o rche tribes,
indirect rule resu}fed in the incorporation of the tribal chiefs into the
administrative éystem. With mincr oxceptions, the Belgian adninistratior came

to control the tribe through its chief, !:aving the internal crganization of the
tribe intact. In a sense, a chief bacame the principal agent between his tribe
and the colonial authorities.

Thus the Beigians ac-epted *n: trajitional hounclaries ot the chiefdoms .
recmphasized the hereditary charaz*cr of triba' chisftancy, and made the chiefs
responsible for populati.n registration. public health. tax collection, security.
and labor matters within the :espective chiefdoms. (t was mainly in th~ ficld
of jurisprudence, and especially puritive actions, that the traditional powers
of the chiefs were curtailed. Too, the ability of trihal members to appeal
directly to colonial authorities on legal points, and the fact thi.t Europeans
could disregard tribal immigratiom barviers established by the chi=is and recruit
labor at will, tender to reduce the overallleffbctiwcncss of the chiefs,

Expanding economic opportunitizs. missionary activity, and the suppression
of intertribal warfare contributed in the"ldng-run t.» the gradual evosion of the
role of tribal communities in the social structure of the Congo as a whole, With
the establishment of major urban centers, and the close cuntact between Luropeans
and Congoiese which tuey afforded, a new class of Congolese began to emerge. Tie
longer they remained in the cities, the weaker becam- their tribal attachments,
until in the post World War Il era many were to harbor strongly anti-tribal
sentimenta, This new class was known as evoludc {(1litarally: evolved), ara most
evolué leaders came to regard the concinued existenc~ of a tribal society as
typifying backwardness and colonfaliem.

With indépendence, most of the evolué;, of whic!: Patrice Liywmba was oae,
became ildentified with the centralist political biloc, vhile others, suct as Moire
Tshombe and Joseph Kasavubu, tritel chiefrains in their own right, formad the
federalist bloc of pulitical parties. The centralizts (fowed any federal <ot oup
as an attempt to preserve colonial influer~ : and practices, vhile the tederaliste
viewed c 'ntralism av the attempted elimina*iwi of political nppo-ition and the
establishment of a dictators.ip similas 4o that of (tana and Cuinea. Tie pow.ry
struggle berween these two blocs prevonted tiie drefting of a censtituticn clearly
defining .ic role and position of the tribes, ard it was not until recentiy that
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this was resolved {n the form of a federal system with a strong exocutive, This

represunted a compromise hetwewn centralist and federalist p.ists of view, 1t
- recognizes trihal stvuctures, but underlines the authority ot & crntr§1
government.,  Unfo¥runately, the persistence of politicel claus and insurgency
hac hindered 1e restevation of effective gevernmental machinery. and until thae
machirery ie restored no objective evaluaticn of the comprumise system will be

possible,

Supernatural Aspects of the Present Insvgency Situation

We began this discussion with an observatisn that threats i the concept or
form of trihal structures ir Africa wrnd to generats uprisings claracterized hy
emphasis upon <raditionaiist elements in Alrican Vite, The carrent uprising.
in the Congo, and ror that matter elscvhere in black ATica. ¥ain impetus froa
the insurgent practice of employing magical procedur:s tsn convines tribal invargents
that o harm can be done to them by forces of the centrval government

These tactics are effective, becnuse in the Congo and elsewhers 1 hlack
Africa beliefs in witcheraft, sorcery. magic, and other supernatural pheotena
are deeply rooted amemyg the peOplo.: Although the maaitestations of these helicfs
vary widely according to sriba® and cultural circumstances, magice-reiigioon:
causes are wsually cited to explain misfortunes of i’ kind, even those o1 clearty
natural origin. If crops are bLlighted, if a hut caves in ard kill: its occupants,
‘if the chief becomes unfriendly, or if sudden illne«s or death occur, bewitching
is usually given as the primary cause. The people may understand that in fact
the house fell Lecause termites ale away the foundations, but that it fell ai the
time it did was a result of witcheraft c- sorcery, Witecheraft s also ecited as
a facteor in personal disputes, especfally where the retationship 1 inherentl.
subject to tensions--as for example, in tue relationship between bzt b osud wife,
or between co-wives.  In these cases, not unly plysical or direct remedivs. oo
occuit vemedies as woll are considired nocescary o covmteract the evi! inflaece,

A dist!nction‘ﬁrawn by Fvans-Pritchard i his Witcheraft, Oracles. and Mo ::c
Among the Azande (Oxferd University Press, 1v37) whicn is heipful f.r pur; oo

of study is that between witcheraft .nd sovcerr.  Althomgh these two cemsnis aftes
averlap, especially in application {the same ;«  on wmay be thoupht to praclive
sorcery as well as witcheraft), they do vepvascis two distinct theories of cur - -
natural hehavior which are shared by nract-ca'l, sil 4'yican tribal socie s,

A sorcerar is onc who is thought to practice evil wmagic against cthe - |
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The techniques of sorcery may be lcarned by anyone. and are usualiv based upou
the ume of varicus organic or vegetable coripounds called “medic.ues” which, when
prepared according +> stringent ritualistic requirements, are believed to acquire
majgical properties enubling them to work tie will of the mozcerer.

The reciprocal to the concept of sorcery, .. the practice of wvil magic, is
the concept of the use of magical rites or medicines for socially-approved purposes.
These include everything from the protection of personal satety, ro improvemsat
of scil fertility, to success at the hunt or fn vuttle . In short, "sood” nagic
may be invoked to stimulate good results in any chase of the 1life cycle, Again,
strict and proper ritual must be observed in the pieparation of ¢he wce:-ary
medicines, and these rituals--which includc taboo ohs.rvance, verbel formulae,
ote,~-are ldiosyncratic to particular trites, and oven fn ditfering <chooly of
thought within the same tribe or sub-trihe, '

Witcheraft, on the other hand, is sdld‘ln be an iuhorn traft whieh (pables
j.s possessor to harm other peuple merely by wishing 1. do aso,  "™Medicines™ piay
no pur’ ir truevbewitching operations., Some trites believe that witeheraft power
is activated by fee:inga of hostil ity or envy ovenr withont conscions docisio
on tie part of the witch--or even without ithe witch's knowwng that he contains
witcheraft power within him, In the Conpo, belief that ihe witcheraft power was
embodied as a physical substance in the belly was s widespread that the Felgian
authoritics had ro ban the practice of tribal elders’ performing autopsics upon
the Lodies of suspected witches after death, In 1924 the o .lonial administration
alsn hannen use of the poison nrdeal--the other univerially accepted methad of
screening suspected witches. (Ritually-prepared peisen wee adsministered to
suspects in the belief that the innocent wouid survive and the gufity perish,)

Although Africa's intrastrvcture of superigtural beliefs and practices
haa heei subjected fo co--ontrated assn.< oy Eurdpﬁanr -primarily misstonarios .
for a3 long as five hundred yeavs in some arear, fow lasting inveads have hoon
mads against ingrained traditions. In the Congou, practica’ly all education =ine
1878 has been in the hands of various Ca*hnlic ard Protestant ..lssionary «:nps
Mi~ainnary sctivities have succeeded in establi:*" - ratnes substamial chmch
orgarizatio:: ind church w-mpership, but clow r . xam natfon veveai= tha! to the
extent that Cavistian and other Furopean irnfiu.ncer hsve token rool s th S,
they have also often heen modified sc as *o aerge with, not supersede. the

t-ad tional founuations of the conntry and ity people. LEuropesnized Conjoisse
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may caryvy amulets and chamms, consult aracies about the advivabilitv of burines

transactions, and observe otker rituals leamed in childhou... Gthers hold 1oth

Justitutionally, many ayncretic
sncts-~often pseudo-Christian--stard hetween Christiaaity and tradition, started

traditional and Christian funeral ceremaonies,

by prophets who believed they were divinely -nspired. Most hegan as messiani-
cults but developed natioralistic and a.ti-Luropean clharacteristics along the way.

Among the people, there is little evidence that fraditional beliefs in
witchcraft, sorcery, and wagie have beer dininished by Western el genees,  The
evidence is rather that tne practice of secret matical rites is on the increase,
History indicates that belicts in witches and magic die hard 1n all socteties
Angd because of Africa's particuler cultural setting, 1t is unlik:ly that these
beliefs wiil disappes= other than as a result of generations of careful and
gradual cducation in the Western mnld. Weestem oducatfon is not, however, an
imrediate soiution. In Africa beliefs in maglc and vitcheraft ase used to
explain ultimate causationi--the etrstonee and origin of fortune and misforture .,
Waatern secular educaticn does not provide unequivocsl answers to questions of
such 2 fundamental nature.

Western instilutions have, as a matter of fact, served in some cas to
increase tensions and anxieties in Africun sccicties, esprcially as these velate
to superstitious beljefs and practices. The contro! of witches and sorcerers
is of paramviant {mportance to people who belfeve in magic. vet the imposition
of political svstems of a Westernu type upoet African trihes has resulted in the
elimination of the most efficacious witch-control measure--the poison ordeal,

In addition, the execution of convicted witches and sorcerers is no longer
allowed. As a result, many Africans feel thai western notitical systems ~tch

as the modern state have aligned themselvea on the sfde of evil Hecause trar
their standr~int <vo “civilized” elimination of traditicaal control medsure =
work to protect witches and sorcrrers from retaliatfou v tueir intocent voetime,
The African man-in-the-busk 1s, thereivre, meck moze at ib: merey of fhose W
wish te harm him by supernatural means thar ever before. [e thus teuds e v 1y

more and more upon the witch-docter® whe, in ° 3metee of *he peisen osdeal ard
The tem witch-doctsr is used in the popriar  -ose far the convenicnce of e
reader. A more percise hut less tamytiar ream woidd o s ic=yei !
ractitioner, si ~e the practices attributed to witchodostors aelther wice ga: b
%ﬁﬁib =, nor are confined to witchcratt per ce, bt ray ipclude =o.cery v
nther forms ! magic as well, '

*

fonin
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other drastic sanctions, provides the main source of protection from evil.
Counterinsurgency Anrclysis '

in the context of current in-urgency oltua'xons in Kivu and Katanga, where
irsurgents rely uvpon "medicines" and rituvalistic observances to protect them
from firepower, the suggestion to devise and employ magical procedures in
counterinsurgency operations is obvious and tempring. Before adopting this
course of action, however, the U.S. countecrinsurgency planner siisuld give cerious
congideration to several pertinent factors:

A. 1In the event that the U,S, role, if any, in the Congo will he
of an advisory cl.aracter, the advisor: must re!ly upwm the extent of their
influence upon Congolese counterparts. U.S. policy we~onmendations must, therefore,
be acceptable to Cougolesc icaders. The Congolese leadership class is drawn
almost exclusively froa a small elite group wh~, having obtzined Westcrn education
under the Belgians, have become "Furopeanized” (a concept virtually equivaient
to "civilized") to the extent that they are known as ”ﬁglﬂéér Kasavubu, Lumumba,
Kalonji, Adoula, Mobutu, and Tshomte are all cvolues and as such are fiercely
proud of their "civilized" status and image. These evolues can be expected to
resist any association with policies which might reflect endorsement of "uncivilizes
behavior, even *hough they themselves might be to som: ex*ent dependent upon
secret charms or other supcrstitious beljefs or practices.

B. Althougn beiiefs in witchcraft, corzery, ond ~agie are endemic
throughout sub-Saharan Africa, these beliefs vary considerably in detail accordiryg
to tribe or sub -tribe, Literuily, onme man's charm might be another man's poicon,
depending upon particuvlar tribal beliets. It follows that the counterinsuisency
planner, should he desire to exploit the psychological potential of supewstition,
must be able to compile and analyze a large yuantity of specilic and detatlod
informativn embracirg the entire spectrnim of superstitious beliefs and other ~~'e.--
of the specific ethnic group with whict he is coucerncd. This tends te relegats
the use of magic to limited tactical objectives rather than broad strategic .uncept

or sclutions to fundamertal problems. By the same token, however, the piovalanoe

of superstitious beliefs in Africa éuggeste that the covaterinsurgency i 'anner
requires considerabie inlormation about thesw nliefs for intelligence and coutter
inteliigence purposes aione. M sound undecstanding of magical concepts. prestices
and mannerises is nece;sary for defensive purpvses shuild they play awy r~le »f

importancc in an Insurgency situation. Knowledge of the specific uses or chamms.
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medicines, boudity scarification, and the l‘ike, ;ailx help to indentify membership
in a particular cult, or will enable patterns of activitv *n be defin-d. Failing
complete and d_etailed {information of this tvpe, both operatii.al and counter-
intelligence planning will Le unrealistic. Unfortun~tely, such informaticn may
not be quickly acquired¢ about the moze than 200 reported tribes ir *he Corgr , bt
must be painstakingly gathered and ~valuated over a long period of time.

studies of supernatural beliefs of spucific tribes aye llmited. 1Yhe secrecy

Detaslod

inherent in most magic rituals pr-=ent< a fonridable obstacle to the ont:ide
investigator, whether hie may be a sfcientist ur an infelligence agent.

C. And finally, the tactics =mployed to counler current insurgoncies
in various parts of the Congo must be svaiuvated in tenws rot waly of their
imrediate effectiveness against the short-tem military problem, but in tems
also of their positive or negative infJuence vpon the long. range problem of
establishing a viable poiitical system.

It cannot be denied that the exploitation of <t ..o 1110ineg beli-ts i
insurgent leaders is a double-cdgrd wvipon. Tear ot raic and vitcheratt can
be reversed and used with telling «ffect against the fnsargeats. If reliabie
and detailed operational intelligence can he gathers!, counterinsurgency planners
will be able to concoct “medicines” and otier devieces within the . gperstatious
fromework of the target group, with vhich to nwtralize and overpo o the nayic
spells cast by insurgent witchadoctors, These prucedures could we:  noly
a continuing duei of thrust and parry, because the witeh d * rs e f alsy e
counted upun to devise counter-counter measutes, and o forth, fu? . ere is
little doubt that counter-magic tactica properly concefved and {mogine: iveiy
vxecuted could be quite effective in achieving short-run victoriev. A roader
questica is whether the exploitation ef eunerstition in this faskion is rot
also a triple-edged weapon, In that superstition itseif, rather than th- .. ..
government, may become, in the lmg-m-. the main benefliciary. Sinee t-itati -~
and superstitior, so closcly related to each nther, have provided a for 1!
seedbed for political instahility in the Congo, auy measures whith el s o the
divisive and destructive aspects of triba)ism sirply lu, additional «h acies
in the already cluttered path toward Comg.:. @ natiouhcod. Should the coatra:
government successtuily use oceult Fetrexis te Jefeat a pove.snt baced Lpor ich
methods, the very concepts of sorrery 7ol magis o oY lend impetus to *ne

insurgencies of the moment may yain and <tregth ora acquice even vrenter toenbidy
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making potential for the future. In other words, the more successful the

counterinsurgency campaign, {f that campaign is bas.d upur o couater-magic
dpproacii, the mores omirous the outlook for the future. Ifay ttesis that an
ins:ureency inspired v: sustained by magical corcepts may be defeatod mere sasily
and at less cost and trouble by exploying courter-magic i3 therefore questianable
on these grounda.

Nor does the current cituatien in the Congo represent anything new jn the
history of insurgency insofar as the use of magi.-al practices is concerned.
History is replete with {ustances whicrefn uprisings have been ceen!orced -
magi~ spr.lls. The T'ai P'ing rebellion in China was led Ly a man who reprezentsd
himself as the ycurger brother of Jesus Christ. The Roxer cultfsts beljevee tha
they could cause cannon to fall apart at great distances by poycho-kinet ic means
Those whn took the Mau Mau oaths in Kenya were tausht that oath violation would
be instantly lethal. Africaa history contairns numernus oither examples of simiiar
plicnomena (the "™aji-Maji” rcbeliion in Tanganyika. the Makombe aprising ir
Portuyucsc Tast Africa, etc.). furcreit probleads ia ihe Congo a3 well as the
Lumpa uprising in Northern Rhodesfa today exemplify the same supersiitiou.
manifestations.

Any study of historical examples of uprisings xupported by superstitious
practices, however, will reveal that vigerous military countcr-measures of a
conventional nature have' produced oplimum results in suppressing the fnsurgency.
Lf there .re substantial political or sconcaic mhtives behind the uprisings, the.
naturally must be taken into account. The reference here s to mflftary tactics
and their effects against magic.

NDespite the ingrained quality of superstition hiroughout black Africe. ther
is a certain core of pragsatisn immedistely applicable to the present problwe .
The history of messianic muvements and »specially thate anements whose #inar
fuan~tion i{s the detection and/ov neutralization of witcheraft and sowcery ‘eveals
that Africans easily recognize and accert concrete preof of the fneffect fvenesa
of a psrticular magical rite or chamm. Such recognit.cn ard acceentance in no
wiy affect the basic pattern of h:ltef 1in magic. The o -posite {8 1+ far® trme,
as in proven by the cimtinuing successici. . hort-lived anti-witchcraf: c-plis
throughuut Africa. Africans are quitc pr par 4 to admit thet thev have e

fcoled by a particular cractitioner or «~ult. “he pattern then ic to reject it
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"false" cuit and accept one which, until events prove otherwise, is the "real
thing," The same type of mental processes seem to apply -to witch-doctors
themselves, wnfermed opinion is that most witch-doctors believe themselves
as individuals to be clever charlatans, since they are aware that they really
have no magic power. But an individuval witch-doctor is 2lso likely to believe
that he alone is a charlatan and that his ci.ieagues do indeed have magical
abilities,

In the Congo, as elsewhere in black Africa, there is everv reason to
believe that disciplined troups, proficient in marksmanship, and led by compeient
officers, can handily dispel most notions of magical invulnerability. It is
quite true that the raising of such a force may pose more problems in the Congo
than in some other areas, but the problom is by no means insolubie. The elite
gendarmerie organized by the Belglans to offset the ill-disciplined Porce Fublique
is an example of what can be done in the Congo. The same concept of -
gendarmerie was employed, together with foreign mercenaries, by Moise Tshombe
in the Katanga secessionist movement. <Tshombe's forces were generally conceded
to be highly effective, and were suppressed only with great difficulty by the
United Nations,

The immediate military problems related to the Congo's fundamental problems
of instability and chaos appear more susceptible to lasting solution by conventioral
methods than by reiiance upon purely psychclogical or occult phenomena whose values
are limited io support functions in tactical situations and whose implementration
is fraught with long-run risks, Diawing upon the Belgian experience as weli as
that of Tshombe in Katanga, it wonld appear that a more flexible approach to
the military problcs 18 to be found in the concept of elite troops: troops which
are carefully trained and disciplined, ani which are well-commanded. lnit norale
and the confiden~e ungendered by good training, knowledge of weaponry, and, ahe -
all, dynanic and competent leadership, can go far to rounteract superstitions fears,
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