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FORT DETRICK THESAURUS PROJECT

INTRODUCTION

This informal report presents a svmmary of the technical progress for
the month of November 1963.

PROGRESS IN NOVEMBER

Work during November fell into lhe following areas:
o Completion of Phase I report

o Planning for Phase II effort

Completion of Phase I rcpert

The remaining few percent of the descriptor grouping structuring was
completed, and the report, Descriptor Grouplng Kecommendations, was deliver-
ed to Irt Detrick on 6 November 1993. The approximate number of descriptors
associnled with each of the 16 tcp-level descriptcers in Display I ie as
follows:

Top-level descriptors Approx. numter of descriptors
finalomy 1,000
rMitomatice Data Processing 140
iriological and Chemical Warfare 300
“hemistry and Biochemlstry k9o
Feoloxy Lo
Foltemiology 110
Ceneral 50
cnetics 270
fnmun ity 370
[boratory 7,570
“nteria Medica 700
vathemties and Statistics 80
Prtnc Logy 860
Phy..i2s and Biophysics 300
Thysiology 670
THX nomy 5,070
The rirures nbove revzal that -pproximately 10,000 descriptors are

tabulated in Disylay I. The number of unique descriptors is less than this
I".gure cilace many of the dascripto:. appear two or more times. In Display
I, Candiliute List of Frequently U:cd Descriptors, appr-ximately 1,800
dngeripior are tabulated. Here apoin the number of unique descriptors is
1nag this f'igure since sonme descrijtors appear more than once.
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Planning: for Phasc [I effort

During November some plans for the Phase II effort were formulated.
In some areas Por'. Detrick and General Electric must mutually agree on
certain items related to Phase II work. These plens and agreements con-
cerning Phase IT Tall into the following areas:

(o] Approa:h for indexing Fort Detrick documents.

o] Revision of Display I and Display II.

o] Generation of Display III.

o Statistical data on document-descriptor relationships.

o] Format of machine readable medium for document number-
descriptor records.

o Format of machine readable medium for record of Thesaurus
information.

0 Type of machine readable medium to be furnished to Fort
Detrick. :

Approach Tor indexing - A scparate worksheet will be used for each
document being indexed. R.zorded information will include document”
anccession number, assigned descriptcrs cach identified by a four or five
character numeric code, number of descriptors assigned to each document,
ihe main group heading from which each deseriptor was sclected, security
¢lassification of document, indexer's identification, date of indexing,
and any other information autwilly agreed upon by Fort Detrick and General
Flectric. Present estimates catl tor the selection of approximately 20
descriptors per document. About 050 documents for indexing have been
ordered from the Defense Drcumentation Center. A portion of these have
been rcceived, and some orler 'rms have been returned together with infor-
metion about some of the drcuments not being available rrom DDC. Over 90%
o1 the documents tc be inda¢ed st be supplied by Fort Detrick.

Revision oi Jisplay I and Display I1 - Display I, Total Groupings of
Descriptors, and Display I[, List ¢f Trequently Used Descriptors, will be
revised based upon knowledze acquirad during the indexing period and upon
fuidance provided by Fort Ddetrick j:irconnel. For example, 1t is evident
that the munitions documents indexceld during Phase II will reveal infor-
metion to revise the desceriptor cinplays. It is expected that greater
revision will be m2de In Display (I.

Generation of Display III - Display ILI, Alphabetic Listing of
Descriptors, will be an alphabetic tabulation of individual and combined
descriptors together with associated designations when appropriate. Desig-
nations presently being considered are the following:

"Use" designates an individual descriptor or a combination of
deseriptors being equivalent, nearly equivalent, or similar to
and to be used instead of the entry.

"Also see" suggests descriptor(s), which in addition to the entry,
mirht also be of interest although there is not necessarily a
structural relationship between these descriptors and the entry.
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"Included in" designates an individual or a combination of
descriptors which encompasses the concept of the entry and must
be used in handling the entry concept.

"Tndented to" designates the individual descriptor(s) or combi-
nation(s) of descriptors to which the entry is indented.

In addition to the above designations, it is planned that each entry
will include & listing of the Display I main group heading(s) under which
the entry appears and will also include some designation to appropriately
identify the entry as a descriptor or a combination of descriptors appear-
ing in Display II.

Statistical data on document-descriptor relatiomships - Present plans
are to present data to show the number of times each descriptor was used
for indexing the Fort Detrick documents.’ Other data will show variations
in the number of descriptors per document used for indexing. Also, the
data will indicate the variations in the number of descriptors selected
for indexing as a function of the Display I main headings under which the
various descriptors appear.

Format of machine resdable medium for document number-descriptor
records - Plans are to use a five character numerical accession number for
each document. It may be advisable to format the record with a character
to indicate the security classification of each document. The use of
serial records or an inverted file must be mutually agreed upon as well
as the detailed format to be uscd within each record.

Format of machine recrdable meuium for record of Thesaurus information -
Fort Detrick and General I'lectric must mutually agree on the type of and
format of the Thesaurus re¢cord to be produced.

Type of machine readeble medium to be furnished to Fort Detrick -
Unless mutually agreed upon plans are to use a Friden C-channel punched
paper tape as the machine readable medium.




s O TP o 1 ense -

t

T R—— . | e o —— it 74

"Included in" designates an individual or a combination of
descriptors which encompasses the concept of the entry and must
be used in handling the entry concept.

"Indented to" designetes the individual descriptor(s) or combi-
nation(s) of deseriptors to which the entry is indented.

In addition to the above designations, it is planned that each entry
will include a listing of the Display I main group heading(s) under which
the entry appears and will also include some designation to appropriately
identify the entry as a desceriptor or a combination of descriptors appear-
ing in Display II.

Statistical data on document-descriptor relatimships - Present plans
are to present data to show the number of times each descriptor was used
for indexing the Fort Detrick documents.’ Other data will show variations
in the number of descriptors per document used for indexing. Also, the
data will indicate the variations in the number of descriptors selected
for indexing as & function of the Display I main headings under which the
various descriptors appear.

Format of machine rersdable medium for document number-descriptor
records - Plans are to use a five character numerical accession number for
each document. It may be advisable to format the record with a character
to indicate the security classification of each document. The use of
serial records or an inverted file must be mutually agreed upon as well
as the detailed format o be used within each record.

Tormat of machine rerdable wmeuium for record of Thesawrus information -

Fort Detrick and General llectric rust mutually agree on the type of and
format of the Thesaurus record to be produced.

Type of machine readeble medium to be furnished to Fort Detrick -
Unless mutually agreed upon plans are to use a Friden S-channel punched
paper tape as the machine readable medium.




