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Poople of Rare Professions,.s.Filots (navigotors) of Cosmonauts
by
V. Belikov

How then shall we call them, these young bahies with excellent health and idehti-
cally ooncluding auto-biographiess *rogistered at the school of cosmic imple-
ments and equipmont testingese®? Testers! But the tester, at the time of ocut visit,
had ni implements and wore no eq'\umm.t.ox'cept of a rubber bathing cap and svimming
goar, What can be said, a pooa' arsenal for a cosmmie frogmang,participating in the A4
ficults and complex experiment ¢

They go hand in hand, thoso.two rofesoions = coomonnut and tester - thoy toll ma,
Tf the first one - coptain of the starry ocean, vhose ship is travelling over
an unknown (uncharted) route, the second cne is the pilot (navigatar) who comos to

aid in proper moments, The only sign for the navigator 4o the waterway, but he knows
it 1ike no one else,

But wherc do they study this cosmic watcrway? not already in abit! 0f course
nct there, at the lab, here on the ground, .

The ecperiment began on a frosty evening,when the tester came cuf from the ambulan

at the well known porch of ths labovatary. Along the way he jokeds

I am perfectly healthy, it eculd not be any better but to work I go in an ambu~
1anceees

But this has been decided by doctors who met tho tester at the lab door, a lab
fully equipped with knowledge,mltiplied by the "sensitivity® c.ud "penetradbility® of
hiphly complex instrummts, Bow many timen ho was entangled here in this room with
vires-lines,suspended fram the ceiling, running from all angles! the entire room
was £illed with devices - only the clicking of switches could be’heard.and in the

eyes rippled from signal lights and Tpce plates, But the doctors seriocusly believe
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thnt ¢hey now lmow about hio «rpganism, brain uixl foelings which are greater and better
than tho tester himself, Mont 1like, that it just so, To no avail is the fact that
the pens cf instrumsntserslf regm‘dora hnve fron time 40 time brought out a ocunning
rolationship of electroniec ®letters® and the portfolins of the experimentors have
swollen up with tables and charts of medicinal diagnoses. .
Tho initial state of your healt is well known to ns ,seid to him the leader of
the experiment on this particular evening.~ And when everything is dome, . we will
ccmpere data, consider them well, and something of cosmdc flighta of tomorrew will
boccme parceptible £o Us.eeBut right now you undress, get into the lab, we shall beginl
The tester went bohind tho dooxr to which was alrcady tacked on & graph for the .
daily shift of porsonnal. Samsono of the lab workers hung out a sign reading: *Rxperiment
in rogress do not enter ! *

Before T was allowed to enter the lab,the doctars (repeatedly ) stateds you cane
not remin hn;e far o long time. The interviow with the tester will be a very brief
one, oiherwise you will bungle our entire plan, And try to be as quiet as possible,
noise is hagrmful to himeee

In the uniform light of luminescent bulbs one could see samething suspendedy
reminding from a distanoe the bridge of a ship: nmorrow ladders leading to it,hand
raile and two larger round illumiretors (windows), beyond which a dark-greenish lde
quid,penetratod by reys of hidded projectars.

Thia is tho basin, and in it floats, more correctly,the tester lies motionlessly

up to his neck in waters

What for is the scroon under him] I inquired in a whisper,after taking a look
into the illuminatar (window) '

/ Only as a safety moasure, it does not hold him upe The temperature of the liquid
thore is plus 3l degroes,ermotly mich o dogroo whore the trainse feels no wvarmth or
cold. Right now he does not_ovan feel hin own body. The liquid balsnces gravity, almost

total woightleosness exists.
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It was found, that he has no body, no face, generally nothing, He as if ceased
to exist, This feeling cannot be called as pleasant, It was rather derresaing, He
has literally dissolved in the water, which he also did not feel, And even the hearg
ceased hearing..e

, ‘ No, these words have not been uttered by the doctor,standing in line with me,I$

vas the Polish writer Stanislav Lem describing in ons of his fantasies,, he was de-
scriding the state of a luman being,sulmerged in exactly such a basin, The hero ef tha
story withstood only seven hours, and for how long is the trainee already floating?
Can I climd upwards, I inquired? O K, but do not touch him, you will disturd
the comiitions of the experiment,
A dark bhroved twenty year old youngster met my glance with a surprised smile,
No wonder that casrades in the training school sent best regerds to him and expressed
themselves highly about hime
How are they doing over there,he literally shoots the questioms,Fatently I tell
bim of all the news thext happensd there.
And how do you feel? The question came by itself,
At tbe beginning, before the ou'@n:lgn became ;dapted to 811 th:l.a, I could M
sleep, but now everything is in ardex. A
Along the edgs of the basin is a bench on the back of which a wrist wateh is
hmg, This bench is sually cccupiec by duty perscnnel who feed him litereally by
spoan, read aloud neuspepers And books to him and at night time they protect his
sleep. Does he became bored? certainly, especially for trees, fresh wind and mm;
And that &s why he asled for rud:lng of Turgensvy®s book and elosed his syes and quietly
1istened to the * Notes of a Humber *, '
Vhen 40 you think the experiment will be over? The initial phase has already
expired and the docteors suggested that I get cut...but I know all their tricks, they
would like to extend the test to as long as possibles Their observations will thenm
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beccms mcre valuable,Thus meens that I will etay bere and stay here. So I pracised them
you can fully count oR my cooperatiom, I have enough strength to withstand this fer
| 8 long time,

Are you thinking of the future? ' What vill you becoms after completing the training
a testery.. ' ]

I ao thl.nklon about 1%, especially right now, But moet lilkely I will sign wp
at a university for physics.ce

Aren't you dreaming about the cosmosi"

'nmt-u vhy I wish to learn physics, to become a ecmsoneut?

The doctar s motioming to me that it is time to cut it cute

Good bey lenya; Too bad I cannot squeze your hand, but premise after the training
to visit with us at the Izvestiya,

With pleasure, he answeres and for a slight secand he raises his hamd, The skin
on the fingers was swollen and furned whitee

At the door the doctor says quietly to mss

Heo bhas already established a warld record.No cne has withstood the test for such
a lng period, ; ‘

I throw a backward glanse in the masin lies motionlessly the tester, Tens of days

of sleepless vigilance are pessing for one the pilots )navigators) of the cosmonauts,
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