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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
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the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.    20310 

IN REPLY REt ER TO 

AGAM-P (M) (27 Jan 69)  FOIl 0T UT 684211 31 January 1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 13th Combat 
*V^ -Aviation (Guardian) Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Subject report Is forwarded for review and evaluation In accordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.  Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR 0T UT , Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter, 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure that the 
Array realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera- 
tions. 

3. To Insure that the Information provided through the Lessons Learned 
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the 
reports is compiled and distributed periodically.  Recipients of the 
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for Inclusion 
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided 
at the end of this report. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

IZL^K   (9, JfldJ:/^ 
I  Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
as Major General, USA 

The Adjutant General 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Commanding Generals 

US Continental Array Command , 
US Array Combat Developments Command 

Commandants 
US Army War College 
US Army Command and General Staff College 
US Array Adjutant General School kJt.L.„-, 
US Array Air Defense School 
US Army Armor School >■■ 
US Army Artillery and Missile School 
us Array Aviation School Regraclec) unclassifled when separated 

from classified inclosure, 
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LSTRIHUTION (Cont'd) 
US Army Chemical School 
US Army Civil Affairs School 
US Army Engineer School 
US Army Infantry School 
US Army Intelligence School 
US Army Medical Field Service School 
US Army Military Police School 
US Army Missile and Munitions School 
US Army Ordnance School 
US Army Quartermaster School 

US Army Signal School 
US Army Southeastern Signal School 
US Army Special Warfare School 
US Army Transportation School 

i opios furnished: 
Oil Ice, Chief of Staff, US Army 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff 
■ iiiuf of Engineers 
Chief of Research and Development 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff 
Res .nrch Analysis Corporation (Library) 
OSD(SA), Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces 
DirocLor, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group 
Dui'enae Documentation Center 
Security Officer, Hudson Institute 
Couimanding General s 

US Army Weapons Command 
US Array Flight Training Center 

Commanding Officers 
Lb Army Limited War Laboratory 
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency 
US Army Aviation Test Activity 
nth Combat Aviation (Guardian) Battalion 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquarters,   13th  Coraba': Aviation   (Guardian)   Battalion 
APO  San Francisco  96296 

12 November  1968 

SUBJECT:     Operational Report of  13th Combat Aviation   (Guardian,)  Battalion for 
Period Ending 31 October 1968, hCS -GSFÜk-65<£l)  W 

SEE I/ISTRIbUTlu* 

1.     (C)    Section 1, Operations:     Significant Activities. 

a. Unit Mission.    There was no change to the unit mJssion during this period. 

b. Organization.    At the close of the reporting period ti;0. organization of 
the 13th Combat Aviation (Guardl'n) Battalion was as follows: 

(1) Headquarters and Headcu;irters Detachment 

(2) The 114th Assault Helicopter Comp ny (UH-l) with the 5hhth Transportation 
Detachment  (KDj and the 96th Sign 1 Detachment  (HL) attached. 

(3) The 121st  assault Helicopter Company (UH-l) with the 80th Transportation 
Detachment  (KDj and the 257th Signal Detachment  (KL) attached. 

U)    The 175th Assault Helicopter Company (UH-l) with the 150th Transportation 
Detachment  (KD) . nd the 28th  Signal Detachment-  (RLj attached. 

(5) The 271st Assault  Support Helicopter Company  (CH-47) with the 36lst 
Trinsportation Detachment  (KD) attached. 

(6) The 336th Assault Helicopter  Company (UH-l) with the l6?th Transportation 
Det-xhment  (KD) and the 277th Signal Detachment  (RL) attached. 

c. Chnges in Command and Staff 

(1) LTC Richard A,  Keilman,  01932219, was assigned as Commanding Officer on 
1 August 1968,  LTC James L. Tow, was reassigned to COIMUS. 

(2) RAJ William Jugel Jr.  01938874, was assigned as S-2 on 25 September 1968 
There was no S-2 assigned at the time Rrjor Jugel assumed the position. 

(3) MAJ Clifford H.  Burns,  0F100635, was assigned as Assistant S-3 on 10 
August I968,     Mi-.jor Roger  K.   Pcuette was reassigned to the 121st Ass.ult Helicopter 
Company. 

(4) MAJ Richard S.  Freeze, 087746, was assigned as Battalion Maintenance 
.Officer on 11 August 1963.     M-^jor Nicolas P.  Stein was reassigned to USnKEUR. 

(5) CPT Max E.  Reddick, 02332460,  was assigned as Medical Officer on 2 November 
1968.    Rjor G^ry B.  Robnett was Medevaced. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 

I^ffCT UT rnNFinFMTIÄI DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
<384Zn IUNPIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10 
Inclosure  1 
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(6)    CW3 Jfervin C".  .'.Ibr-cht, W32Ü0521, wfic'e ssignod   is    drrdnistr-tiv-_     SSIB- 

t'int on  5 September 1968.     1LT David G,   Pipes was reassigned to UL JtSUH. 

(?)    C,;3 James T.   Brady Jr., '12201750, was assigned 4s Personnel Officer on 
2U October 1968.     C';3 David W.   Nichols was reassigned to CUHUS. 

(8) CW2  Russell E.  Johnson, 13431076, was assigned as Motor Maintenance 
Officer 1 August  1968.     C '2 Bernard J,   Buons was reassigned to  COKüS. 

(9) C'v'2   Otis Smith, ^152095, was assigned as Assistant S-4 on 12 August .1968. 

d.    Unit Strength as of 31 October 1968. 

(1)   Military 

UNIT OFFICLR ■0 TOTAL' 

Mk Man Pres Auth Man Pre? Auth Pres Man Pres 

HHD 13 17 13 3 3 4 74 106 94 .125 
5A4th 15 12 21 50 44 37 149 120 216 173 
96th 1 1 1 1 1 1 70 57 74 59 
121st 15 12 22 50 44 38 152 146 219 203 
,»th 1 1 1 1 1 1 72 48 74 50 
257 th 1 1 1 0 0 0 9 8 10 9 
175th 15 02 22 50 44 35 147 124 214 176 
150th 1 1 1 1 1 1 72 70 74 72 
28th 1 1 0 0 0 0 9 5 10 5 
336th 15 12 21 50 44 34 152 147 219 201 
167th 1 1 1 1 1 1 72 45 74 47 
77 th 1 1 1 0 ü 0 9 9 10 10 
271st 13 12 7 25 23 18 143 14? 177 167 
361st 1 1 1 1 1 1 80 79, 82 81 
13th C..B IOO" 86 1Ü4 233 207 172 1319 1114 1557 1392 

(2) Hon-Military 

UNIT DaC VN 3KD KATL CONTKHCILR 

Auth 0/H Auth    0/H Auth 0/H 

IIHD 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 
114 th 0 0 4 14 0 0 0 
I21ht 0 0 25 69 0 0 0 
175th 0 0 5 12 0 0 0 
336th 0 0 26 53 0 0 0 
271st 0 0 _0 , 13 0 0 0 
13th CAB 0 0 64 1^; 0 ö G 

(3J    The battalion continues to  experience a shortage in the following HOi 

(a) 26M20 Air  Borne Rp.d^r Reptirm^.n 
(b) 45J20 nircraft Arnu.ment Repairmrn 
(c) 51H40 Fire-Fighter 
(d) 67Alf UH-1 Helicoptej   Repairman 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Period Enging 31 October 1968, HCS CSFOk-65(Rl)  (ü) 
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oübJii.CT;    Operation-'l Report W^ljWh'ebtnba't Avi'rrtion  (Guardian) Battalion for 

(e) 6dB20 Aircr.'.ft Turbine Engine Rep.-irmn 
(f) 68G20 Airframe Rep.'irmc3n 
(g) 71T20 M-inten nee Data Specialists 
(h) 76T20   drcraft Rep-irm-n Parts Specialists 
(i) 76'J20 Communications Electronic;; Rcp-.irm.n Prrts    Speci lists 
(j) 76''20 Petroleijm Storage Speci lists 
(k) 76Y40 Armorer/Unit  Supply Specialists 
(l) 67N40 hkinten'.nce Supervisoi's 
(m) 67'-r20 Technical Inspectors 

e. Aircraft  Status as of 31 October 1963.     See Incl 2, 

f. Operational Results as of 31 October  1963.     See Incl 3. 

g. Opeiatitns.     General. 

(l)    The 13th Cornet  .wi.'tion (Guardian) Battalion continue to provide aviation 
assets for pre-planned «dr.Tiobilc ass u±ts, troop repositioning and extractions, 
tactical and  administrative resuprly,   commnd li- ison, medical evacuation and direct 
fire support by armed helicopters in  support of the 7th,  9th and 21st ARVN Infantry 
Divisions and the 44th Speci. .1 Zone.     Support was also provided to Military  Advisory 
Group IV Corps,  Special Forces and CühDS.     The 13th Ci.b Operations Center continued 
to function throughout the movement of the headquarters from C. n Tho to S-c Trang. 
This was accomplished by installing the required communications equipment at  00c 
Tr-ng while the Operations Center at Can Tho continued to control the battalions 
avi-'tion assets.    At 2400 hours on 24.   October 19oo the transition was made to the 
new Battalion Operations Center at Soc Trang.    The new BOC is located in the air- 
field command bunker which is constructed of steel,  cement and earth and  .all 
Withstand a direct hit by the largest caliber weapon ever utilized by the eneny in 
an attack on Soc Trang Airfield. 

[2}    Airmobile Operations.     The b ttalion  supported 172 airmobile operations 
during the period.    Two of the more signific nt operations were conducted on  15 and 
31 August 1968. 

(a)     Intelligtncc   reports received on 14 August indicated that two(2^ VC 
companies and   n ammo cache were located along a canal 9-13 Kilometers northeast 
of Kach Soi.     The 336th Assault Helicopter Company was notified of the impending 
ore-ration on the evening of 14 August I960.    J-'lans were formulated,  overlays were 
made and all supporting elements were notified.     Planned ..irstnkes commenced 
promptly at 0730 and continued until 0900,  LZ time.     As the strikes progrested, a 
heavy fire team conducted a visual reconnaiss; nee of the 1 nding zone 10 minutes 
prior to LZ time.    The troop transports d^p .rted Ra.ch Soi at 0345 and proceeded to 

n LZ 15 kilometers northe- st of Kach Soi.    Thre^ additional lifts were insertad in 
this LZ.     Four hundred more troops were then inserted into an LZ 900 meters NN    of 
the initial LZ.    The ground elements then proceeded southwest -long both sides of 
the c nal which was the alleged location of the enemy.     An additional ground element 
had been prepositioned approxima tely 9 kilometers to the   isouthwest of the maneuver 
elements in a blocking position.    A light fire team reconning ahead of the maneuver 
elements spotted some tents and other eouipment and also received  sporadic small 
arms fire.     The ground commander decided to insert a recon company to exploit this 
sighting.    The recon c »mpany was renositioned twice more during the conduct of this 
operation to block escape routes as the enciry attempted to avoid the m jor nuneuver 
elements,     AS the maneuver el^menta proceeded toward their  fin-1 objective they 
uncovered numerous Weapons, ammo cacher. and other assorted eouipment.     All aviition 
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assets were released at 1945 hours. 

Result of the operation wer-:, ^s  follows; 

FRIENDLY EiigK* 

3 WIA 8 KIA 
3 Captured 
2 Bo.ves K-2 ammo 
4 Mnes 
5 Rds 75raru RR ammo 

10 Rds 60mm Mort ammo 
86 Rds B-40 rocket 

5 Russi n Rifles 
1 K-l 
5 K-2 
1 B R 
3 MG K-3 

The success of this operation was enhanced b;   the ground coirannnders cap'bi.ity 
of rapidly redeploying his mobile reserve for   u through the employment of his 
aviation assets. 

(b)    On 28 August 1968,.2  ARVM FOW's escaped from a Viet Cong prison c. ^ 
located approximit.o1.y 10 kilometers southwest of Vi Thanh.     During the afternoon 
of 30 August the 121st Assault Helicopter Company w's assigned the mission ef 
conducting a raid on the camp in support of the 21st /IRVW Division.    On the  evening 
of 29 August, 12 members of a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit were insertrd 3^00 
motors  south of the camp with the mission of infiltrating and acquainting tiiemselvet 
i-dth the lay out of the prison camp  so th't they would be able to assist in  the 
release 'md/'or defense of the prisoners should the Ve ..ttempt to take their  lives 
before the ARVW's could move in the next morning and free them.     At U63^ the next 
morning a heavy fire team conducted a hasty visual reconnaissance of the LZ just 
morents before the troop transports inserted 5o troops into the LZ.    The troops 
inncdiately moved into the prison emp and established a defensive perimeter.     As 
this wis being done a Viet Cong force was nioving into an assault position luOO 
meters north of the cam]:.    As the VL; adv .need on the c mp thej   encountered d'.vast- 
■iting fire from the 12 PRU's who had infiltrated the previous night.    The gunships 
joined in the "tt-.ck on the VC and they were repulsed.    With this threat 
eliminated the ARVßl's had complete control of the prison camp and the extraction 
wa-s complete by O93O. 

Results of the operation were as follows: 

KfluNDLY - Forty-five ARVN POV's Were released.     Unfortunately,   the eight 
. A.meric  ns h^d been moved to another location on 29 ;i.jgu;+.  IVoJ.     There were no 
friendly casualties. 

KuAJ -        16    KBA 1    VC Suspect 

4 
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bUBJiGT  Operation;-! Report of 131h Combat Avir?tion (Gu^rr'iany b.-tt,?iit-n I'or 
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCb GSFOa-65 (Ui 

2 Rifles Humcrous Documents 
Numerous Medical Supplies   4 S^jnpans Destroyed 
6 - Structures Destroyed    Camp Destroyed 

This operation iLa'strated again the versatility of an cirmobile force in the 
conduct of n well planned and agressivcly executed airmobile operation. 

h. Training. The seven VNAF helicopter pilots enrolled in the battalion 
UH-1D transition training progrrm completed their training on 11 October 1968. 
The VN'-LF -iviators compiled over 800 hours of flying timo as they participated 
in command and liaison, resupj-ly and combat assault missions. The students were 
presented their certificates of achievement by the Commanding General of the 
1st Aviation Brigade c-.nd the Commanding Officer of the 74th VNAF Uing during ■-. 
graduation ceremony held at Soc Trang Arr.y Airfield on 11 October I9J68- 

i, Moralo and Discipline 

(1) The number of approved recommendations for awards received curing this 
period are shown by type and totals awarded: 

DFC 35 SM 1 DS"V" 15 AifV" 96 ACM"V" 12 BS"S" 18 ACM 27 PH 9 
AM 1560 

(2)    During this reporting period the number of approved discäplinai^ 
actions taken under UMCJ were: 

&.,:■■-..ral 0 
Fntuinl 0 
'':...- 1- 0 

;■-'.'■ l5 

0 
y 

'^) I'M«- !ol i'jiving numl 
this period. 

Kin 6 in ]8 

OFFICER WARRANT OFFICER 

0 

EMLISTHD MEM 

0 
3 
0 

31 
36 

cf prT.-oni.ei 'v'ere reported as casualties during 

(4)    Nmbrr of pcr^onn>J  t.int took F« u R Ic-sve to vrious countries is 
d-:n'.L:.d below' 

A(J.C   53    Fjnk 35    Haw 95    R-K.  .16    Mn U    K.L.   8    T^i 21    Tok 34 VT 15 
r-,uang 3    Sing 3    Tar.-U. :Ö9. 

j.     Srfety: 

Cl)    During the reporting period the fittalion ocperienced eight   (8) 
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o'.bJ CT:     Oper::tion'1  ilciort of 
rer;.od Ir.-iiiM'  '»i 0-;fc'u' 

V'; i'orr.'jat       u.ti.n   (C'jarc*'   :i) . s 

rtportajDle ary. 1 ^..•.ir   f,^    i r'L^ c-.f 21. L accickras , cr ]00. J>.".   I'jyi g 1, 
This ruj.'resenlr, a  dcr.^.s^ of appraxim t ..iv tw .nty-s--Vun j . rc.nt   ,'Tr■ 
prev.-ioup reporting i^eriod      Fiv-, of thcs:; accidents rrr.ulteci  from   : 

c-ngine faiiar-js,   L.io from IOLS of anti-toroue contrni.  ami   v.,. w;:, 
tc i;i] ot  i.rroi . 

In 6.j1 ■ u 

(''y    Tbt   incidence of in-flight  engine failurt-s reflected a rh>iV). 
Incfeaec ovwr Ihe  use report-itv perina,    Fron 1 August through 3- 'IctoL 
-.v6o.  units of  i he Patt il-'.-n a:<f-u""i.(.need a total of fourtotn in-flii'i.L i. 
iailuras.     One -if thtst.   failures was ;.ttrlouti.d to furcigh obj-.ct dnrngi 

n failed f >r  1> t»,rir.l reasons.     Of the thii'tj-.n intern'. 

ii-inf- 

,    UM. 

rtnr'inxr.g tlu.rtev 
failurf;.-, twel^i v;cr' ffuiri, ugi e;, ih-. ..vtrige 'anount of hour'j fio n 
fror Lime of rebuild t tine . ■' f^ilwrfi of those engities was aprroxt' .' .; 
32?  hours. 

k.     histcficai   . urm iv:     On , ■i Oclshci' i(,\.S the  H^adruc.rturs ;   ;i  . J- 
nu^.rters Dfctachmem  > '   t,!v, 13th Combat .iviition  B tt"]ion bid a sad farb- 
vK,li to C n Tho,   'J i  l-xua ho  u of  tV  Vith C.Jf since 3 July 1963.     The 
Battalion was ordered to Soc Tr ng which  is  loc  ted  41 miles southe; st >.' Can 
ThOj    nu is the ho' e  of two  sister comp nies the  336th AHC and tht,   iP].;-.i.  AtiC. 
Movement  ordern r^cired the Det-ichTicr.t to be operation.1 at  boc Ti'^ug in i. 
1 ter th n i Novc:.ibt.r  19 J8.     Thu H< ;id<,UHrters Detachment  complete1 the rat>vu 
in tnrce diys  (24 - 26 Oct  6o).     .ost of the property  und personnt..l wer. 
irlifted by CH-47  Helicopt, rs.     The move 'ras  cliiiif-..cd by      road  conv-,   of 

tlu, org nie vehicles    nd  the rera-".ining TO 6i E eoui;3acnt.     Personnel at the 
DctacuD'-iit -■ g'1-in demonslr ted their ability tc   f,.,rform successful njxr'iti   tis 
: luct'ily -.nd professional!; .     rlpi ciaJ   ^omiund   li-ns --re in order  for C '.: 
P ibS. J.l .iuhnson^  the  Ifct^-iion ibbor  Maintenance Cfficoi   -'nd .11 the Koi i . 
For I i-Lchanics who '-/^rked lo       LP Pours •   c'iy prep ?'-ing  t'ie  ü'et chrainl 
v. hides for the road corvcy,     Tne  durit  :£.:   sit el' d,   the envirorm nt   a  .■. 
become familiar;    nd the ii.on of the Vjl^ Cl\B ?r-.  ready to  continue to  "0. t 
The JOD Done" 

:.M Section 2..  Lnssr.ns Le'ra-e.      GorJl,a.ndcr's  Chservation, Evalns-ioni. and 
Rcc- „a>"eii'1'L'i 3 on? . 

a. Personnel.  None. 

b. Operations 

(2)     Insufficient   Rigging  Equipment. 

(a) Observati .-.-■ . An iji-'ef :'i.^ e. t üran^.it.^ ef rig-ing ecuipment y 
raLlnn1e tc Fup»~-i.a''■ • i >.:,'t.J J.~" tntt/'-.c-t )i' Ar'.:.] ft ■ i..ovc'." _n IV (< •. : 

f,r :t: na?. Zrne. 

(e)     ,T,va?.uetion:     fJ   Lhe  PZ,   lacl:  of  Pufficicnt    rig ing eruip;:ient  pi e- 
vents  the supr-c-tee'  u-it fror pre-rig^Ang their  In^ds.    belays a.-o  fr-.-ue-tly 
r-i.ce-1' ' ivvd   -ecu'iie cf the additional  rr-uin.:,    t  Ter t'■■•■■ supported  ui.ii   ; o 
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have sufficient work parties and transportation in the PZ to maintain a 
constant supply of rig; ed loads.    Wien the PZ and LZ are only a s'. ort distance 
apart, the problem is magnifi.ed due to the short turn-around flight time for 
each aircraft.    The lack of rigging equipment causes the CH-47 to land and 
remain in the LZ for extended periods of time while the load is de-rig,ed 
and the rigging equipment is loaded on the aircraft for bachhaul to the PZ, 
Thus, the LZ size requirement is necessarily larger to accomodate the CH-A.? 
on tie ground as well as the other landing aircraft.    When utilizing armed 
escort,  the problems ci" the escort comrander are compounded due to the 
excessive time.    The CV-kl'a are in tv.e LZ. 

(c)    Recommendations:    Recommend the supported artillery unit be required 
to obtain and maintain sufficient and proper slings and straps for each 
Artillery piece and nets for their basic ammo load.    Recommend this rigging 
equipment be-come a part of their section equipment and that sufficent extra 
rigging equipment be maintained at tl e unit headouarters level to support any 
normal requirement for additional a: ro resupply.    Recommend also that commnd 
emphasis at Corps level be placed on the reouisitioning and maintenance of the 
necessary rigging equipment. 

(2)    n?iggy - Back" Loads. 

(a) Observations:    Seldom do ARVK arti. lery units utilize the "pig;y- 
bäck"  load,   instead artillery pieces are  inserted with crews and then supplied 
with ammo. 

(b) Evaluation:    The full capabilities of the CH-47 are not realized 
until the "pigt y-bank" load is utilized.    The mo?'', important advantage of this 
type load is the c^ability of putting an artillery piece,  crew,  and ammo into 
a firing position at the saj e time.    Again, t-e proper rigging equipment must 
be on hand in order to prepare this type load for transport by CI'-47.    Fewer 
sorties will be required to move an artillery battery by utilizing the 
"piQjry-back" method, and at the same time, better utilization of the CH-47 
will be realized. 

(c) Recommendation-    Recomiend the U.S. artillery advisors emphasize to 
their counterparts, the need for and resultant increase in the efficiency of 
an artillery move when utilizing the "piggy-back" method. 

(d) Common frequency for maneuver elements in operational area. 

(a) Observation:    Ground units maneuvering in the sairs operational area 
do not alwayr,  operate on or monitor  H common FM frequency, 

(b) Evaluation:    When maneuver elements are operating on more than one 
frequency,  gunships are not able to continuousIj^ monitor all tha units in the 
operational area,    Kost often this  occurs when there are maneuver elements 
present  on the operation who have not he-ni airlifted,  but have entered the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBN-G .„I  hovt-,. u- /   i ;L-' 
iAJliJECV:    Operational Keport   of   LJtl Ct.nnbat  Aviation   (Guardian     Batt axir-n   ä'^r 

Period Endin,' 31 Ocluv.fr  1M6  ,  HCS C3F0R-65(ra)   (tl) 

operational area by some othr-i- mode of transporl ition.     Also the Airnu'Li   ■ 
Task Force Commander  is not abio to co"tinuously monitor the propres."  of tue 
maneuver elements.    From the r.tniT'i o'-it of placing accurate; sup;'-rt i.nf  fii^;- 
on  known or  suspected  enemy ro^i'    -rv.;,   the ex-ct   location nf ■>] •   fri^nils   i'-r" 
ir.ust  be ^nown at  all times.     Ti.t   u,";..'     f :r:ore than  one   Cre   leii'-- by the 
maneuver elements  create:,  a  ' a;:'i   i   :<..    reauces the respo sivenuss of  , :in: ' ip 
support. 

(c) p.Tui'mendat Ion: The Airicnle Task Force Commander should mike 
every effort to have only one ','M '■reoucne:' for the maneuver elerentr In a 
, ivr n apetntLOna1 nrei. 

{/,)    Aif traffic conceal if-n   A   ::tag<'fie ids/air fields. 

i")    Observat"; ■ ;:     '[":•-   t-i c. nt   .;. i; .J f leant  incrc'se   .n air traffic 
density ,,V!C>  created   b"      .o'-s;  r[v"'J.'. :.;• ce-'üt   ons   on  and around  stM^el'ii I. a.-?/ 
airfiold'. 

(b)    Evaluation:     To reduce tlf  :izard caused  by the incroasingiv 
congested condLtions at.  stagefielrh ,   a .-It tgcfinld Operation;-.  CUT,)  is 
appointed  oy the   nni!   w: ici'.   fu!"i i   -        1 ' i>  Air  Kissi'Ti   Co; :  iniler   fm-   f-ic 
tactical operation.    To   .'iOC   ::; -.  cat-tain with extensiv   bact-^rcund   ir. 
a.ii'mnbilo operations.      • ./   fui-.ct ion   if;  to  positivly   co:-itrol al]   ■ a r    i  ■. 
ve- u-iiiar traffic   on ar..;   ■U'cund   ttie .'d.-,, e i'ic'Iri.     To accoinj lien  tr.in misBi'-n 
the 30C   has control   .-d"  a   1 nl - findf n  '!• tac  ment   (minus)   wtiicn   r.., enuipped   .,  ;., 
two  (2) -i ton vehicles  whicl   i-.vr   '   ':   -md FI., radio capability.    All head- 
ruarters controlli g aviat Ion :r:---i.-   in the  "Delta"  are notified daily  of the 
stagefieids w'ich '-'ill be  used  is nt   rinf areas   for tactical orerations, 
F i-c iK-  cies which   ir -  nn.'d  f   c.->n'. ;-o ;   -ir  traffic at  s t1/if ielns wh.i c     n- 
not  nave  co  trol    owc-rs     ive   l!'1''!! ni;;-':  irnted   to  fill   aviation unit n. 
Occasiorally,  -i.rnl i'i: s  b. ing i-ti'h -   i as  •-. staging area   for  i-'ctica 
operations are  cloved  to   fix'   i-;    ..    . nffic,     T'm    control measnree  I'.te.i 
anove have roarhedlv rod iced  the n .;■; - r of hasai'dous  co-   itions on and  arnunu 
onr  st-'j-.cfield,-, ': int i    id--, 

(e)    i.'-cor:    n^iat i>.!.n.     Tl  d   t:      .ct;o-  taken   D>.  thin   1    . .   n   n   .      <:.. 
i-'creo.-jc th-   > fficii,'xy   -nii   ,-     .c-,  t h'   hazards oi'  stagefield ■.; i-i-,i i- ...  : ,- 
presented t;   C^IH-C aviat i--n   -n;t,-ff.i'  Iho'-r consideration. 

(S)    A-rcra ' t  Com .m'le.   f".eltction Criteria Obsei'vation; 

(a)    Th'. re har  t)een n rtci'init-;: ner-d to standardize the criteri" 
itilizeü  to  select   ■■. ■■ci-aft  cuirrandori. at  the unit level. 

ft) Evaluation: The following g idanco was published in tin L-:t,t..ri . ■■ 
rcth :i 30? to stand ir-iizo tin. criterH utiltzcfi by the uin.ts ir. M i-, . .n,; 
ti<:ir 'Mfcr-ift   ronii a triers: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBN-G 12 November I968 
•■•UBJECT:    Operational Rerort of 13th Co-bat Aviation  (Guardian) Battalion  for 

Period of Ending 31 October l.(:6>l, KCS C3FOR-65(Rl)  (U) 

(1) Adminimm of 350 hours  flying timü in RVN.     (Second tour personnel 
must  have  logged 100 hov.rs during the 2nd tour. ) 

(2) A mininum of four  (4) months  in RVI.' 

(3) Must be familiar with geographical area. 

(L,)    Must hove received a borler orientation. 

(5)    Will be knowledgeable  in all ilight  following procedures and 
tnchnitfuss 

(6'    M'st be capable of perforr ...ig the duties of trail or lead 
aircraft  of a fcr.'-ation r-onducting a combat assault.     (Not applicable to 
Assault,  Support Helicopter Co  ran■..<;■'■.;. 

(?)    Must have de-.nnstrated the  ability to remain calm under the stress 
of  comba^   conditiors. 

(Ö)    Lust bo thoroughly familiar w.-t'i aircraft capabilit_es and 
lir.i.bat.ionc, 

(9)    Must bo  rapaolo of rresenting a comprehensive operational briefing 
to  bar;  r.reHj  r.as senders rr.a/or  aviators. 

(C)    Recommerdation:     T  at   other aviation headquarters evaluate the 
criteria as sot fort'   ia rar-.-rar1.   ;5),   (b). 

c. Training.     None 

d. Intelligence.     Nop? 

c .     Logi Stir h.     K a' ,0 

f, Or£anization.     i\'one 

g. Other,     (Maintenance) 

(1;  Leaking master brake cylinder^ after CH-V7 aircraft are depioved 
by aircraft  carrier to RVN 

(a) Ob^orvntion:     Many C,:-47 units have had problems with leaking 
master brake cyiindars after troir aircraft were deployed to RVN by aircraft 
carriers. 

(b) EvaJt:at.i.nn:    Normally,  when the CH-47  is  lifted onto the aircraft 
has  b' on positioned aboard tl e flight denk.    Ho reounrements has been 
'SiaHlisheci   to reset the parking brakes during the movement by ship to RVM. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBN-G 11 i.,-..-urab-.r 1968 
SUBJLCT:    Operational Report of 13th Comb^.   Avi tior  ( Ki ;di-.in) Battalion for 

Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFCR-6MA1)  (U) 

During this move constant pressure on the master brake cylinder causes it to 
begin leaking.    During deployment of the 271st ASHC by ship t« RVN,  the 
aircraft COCOOTIS   were taken off the rear of the airrr^t, the APU started, 
parking brakes were then reset and the cocoons repl cc1 after the APU cooled 
down.    This procedure was followed 6nce each week durii.g deployment and to 
date no problems Jr.ve developed with leaking m-Tste^ brakj cylinders. 

(c)    Recommendation:    Recommend that CH-47 helicopters being deployed 
to RVN or fcther areas by  aircraft carrier bo required to reset +he parking 
brakes at least once each seven days to preclude future problemt; with the 
master brake cylinders. 

(2)    High R'ite of  In-flight Engine Failure and Precutionary landings 
in ÜH-1 Aircraft. 

(a)    Observation:    There tes been a high rate of in-flight  engine 
failures and precautionary landings among UH-1B,  UH»-1C and UH-1D helicopters 
assigned to this battalion.    Engine failures have been particularly high 
air.rng UH-1B and UH^lC aircraft using rebuilt T53-L11 and T53-L11B engines. 

(h)    Evaluati6n:    The UH-1B and UH-1C helicopters assigned tr this 
battalion are all utilized as gunships flying in support of assault helicopter 
--pcrntionsi    The  nature of their mission recuires that they fly at high grcss 
aright, high air  speed and continually execute maneuvers which pli'ce high 
stress on both the aircraft and the engine,    UH-1D helicopters assigned to the 
battalion have a primary mission as assault helicopters.    Their mission 
recuires that they make formation landings into landing zonesj often located 
in rough and difficult terrain.    Their departure normally employes a 
naximum power climb to altitude.    Engines and airframes of all aircraft are 
continually subjected to stress approaching design limitations«     In an attempt 
to locate malfunctioning engines prior to in-flight failure, this battalion 
has initiated a program wherein pilots, prior to each flight, with the aircraft 
at a twe foot hover,  record engine torque,  per6ent N-l,  exhaust gas temperature, 
outside air temperature and gross weights of the airdraft.    At the end of efch 
flight the crew chief checks engine coast down time and monitors the engine for 
unusual nAise or  excessive smoking.     In this manner,  several malfunctioning  en- 
gines have been located and either rep-.ired or removed ffom service prior tc  in- 
flight failure.    As an additional precaution against engine and airframe failures, 
this Battalion has initiated a program whereih the companies are required to per- 
form a 100^ technical inEpecti6n of each aircraft at each second intermediate 
inspection.    This is in addition to the normal requirements in the PMI.     During 
these inspections numerous minor discrepancies h ve been found and corrected 
which might otherwise have resulted in a precautionary landing,  failures 01- 

najor accidents with resultant,  los,"? of life or vital oombat aircraft. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBN-GC 
SUBJliCT:    Operatioml Report of 13th Cmori   '.viatior.  'C 

Period Lniing 30 October 1968, RC3 CSFOi^6.5( 

.r I960 
, Ualion f»r 

I.)  ('I. 

(c)    Recommendation:    Recommend that all heldcepter ccmpanies experienc- 
ing a hi^i rite of in-flight engine failures require pilots -^ monitor and 
record vital engine instrument readings and that the so recordings be analyzed 
on a daily basis.     In addition, recommend that all he'Mc'-pter units whose air- 
craft are subjected to continued stress in the -'crv mr'.xs'-jrcr.t "^  their daily 
mission, initiate a program of 10C$ technical insa rtion o*' all aircraft at 
the  second intermediate. 

All  inclosures 
3 Incl- w/d,  Hq,   DA. 
Ir.—Qrganig^tion and Stationing 
■2-.—13th CAB Airoraft  Statue 
>,—13th GAB Qporational St-tiotioo 

DISTRIBUTION 
2 - CINCUSARPAC 
3 - CG, US..KV 
2 - CG, 1st Aviation Brigade 
4 •- CO,  164th Aviation Grcup 
8 - S-3 Operational Filo 

J 
11.1. »ri*t .u   i- 

C'-oi.in anting 

■~rr &-}^~ 
lLcJ>^ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVT.N (12 nov 68)    1st T- ' 
STIFJFnT:    Operational Re.jurt of the  13tl   C,  :.-...   .viacion (Guardian) 

Battalion for the  Period endin'-: ji. Octobf r 1968,  RC3 
CSFOR-65  (Rl)   (U) 

DA,   HP,  IbhTU AVIATION GROUP,  APO 96215    30 Movembfr 1968 

SEE OISTRIBUTION 

1. (TJ)  The attached 13th CAP  ORLL for the period ending 31 October' 
I968 has been evaluated by this  headcuarters as recuired by USARV ,   . 
Reg 525-15. 

2. (U) The authorised unit strength for HHD,  13th CAP and authorized 
civilian strength for 13th CAB are listed below: 

a. MILITARY HHD,  13th GAP 

OFF          WO EP                TOTAL 

22              2 85               109 

b. CIVIT.IA»! ' '          'Uth n-'E 

HHD    lllith ARC      121st AHC    175th ARC    3^6t:. A^'c    271st ASHC      TOTAL 

2 5 18 5 15 2 1,7 

3. (C) Section 2,  Lfssons  Lrp.rned:     Ccmmandpr's  Observations,   Evaluations, 
and  Recommendations. 

a. Insufficient Rigging Eouiprnentj    Concur Kith the reconmendation. 
IV Corps advisors are attempting to "rocare the reouired rigging eouip- 
ment for the ARVII units. 

b. "Piggy - Back"  Loads:    U.S. Advisors and their counterparts are 
aware of "Piggy - Back"  load advantages  and disadvantages.     This method 
of transport is not being employed due to the shortage of rigging equip- 
ment.    The reouired eouipment is expected to be available soon and this 
method of rigging will be frrouentlv employed. 

c. Common frequency for maneuver elements:    Non - Concur with the 
recommendation.    One FH frecuency for all ground maneuver units would 
seriously restrict ground  commander," in the control of their units.    All 
ground elements on a common froauency with the gunships  is not desirable. 
The present method of air - to - ground  coordination for close fire 
support is desirable and adequate. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVGN (12 Nov 68)  Ist Ind   30 Novemba-1968 
SUBJECT:    Opsratdoml import of the 13th   'ci.,'   t •'    r rrion (Guardian) 

BattalJon f     the Poriod endir./   jl L. '.K   r ^"•'iS, ACS 
CSFÜH-."  (J1I)   ,!) 

d. Air traffic congestion at stpgefields/airficlds:    liethods 
of controlling aircraft at tactical stagefields as contained in the 
evsluation are  submitted for consideration only.    Specific measures 
for stagefield air traffic control must be based on the tactical si- 
tuation,  availability of equipment  and the  availabilit/ of personnel. 
Control frequencies for uncontrolled airfields  are listed  in the 
Tactical Aerodrome Directory for Vietnam. 

e. Aircraft Commander Selection Criteria Observation:    The minimum 
criteria for selection and designation of aircraft commanders as stated 
in 1st Aviation Brigade Regulation '^-6, dated 1 November 1968,  is con- 
sidered adeauate by this he&douarters. 

f. Leakinf; master brake cylinders on CH-U7 aircraft: 

(1) The first sentence in the evaluation should  read "The 
parking brakes are set x'hen CM-kl aircraft are positioned on the  carrier 
flight, deck,  with no reouirement to  reset the brakes during surface 
movement." 

(2) The recommendation to reset the helicopter parking brakes 
weekly should be evaluated to determine its merit. 

g. High rate of inflight engine fail-re and precautionary landings 
in UH-1 aircraft;    The action stated in the evaluation and recommendation 
has been successful for the 13th CAB.    To allo'i ample time for the per- 
formance of scheduled maintenance,  each aircraft is allocated a 2li hour 
stand down maintenance period for the intermediate inspection.    This stand 
down period provides ample time for a thorough technical inspection and 
correction of deficiencies. 

i;.(U)The 13th Combat Aviation Battalion has accomplished all assigned 
missions during this  reporting period. 

LEO C. ERYA«   ^\ 
LTC,   CE 
Acting Commander 

DISTRIBUTICM: 
2 DA, ATTN: A^SFOR 
1 CG,  1st Avn Bde, AWN:    AVBA-C 
$ CO,  13th CAB 
2 S3,  161th CAG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBA-G (12 NOT 68)    ad Ind 
3UBJ3CT:    Operational keport  of 13th Gcmbat Aviation (Guardian)  Battalion 

for Period Ending  31 October 1968, dOS CSFCJR-65 (Hl)   (U) 

DA, HEADOJARTERS, 1ST AVIATICW H-JGAffi, APO 96384 1 1  jfj'  ',. ■ 

IHtUj    Commanding General, United St'tes Amy Vietnam, ATBJi    AVHGC-DST, 
APO 96375 
Gommander-in-Chief, United states Army Pacific, ATTN:    GPCf-GT, 
APO 96558 

TO:        Assistant Chief of  Staff for Force Development,  Department of the 
Amy, Washington, D.C., 20310 

1. (U)    This  headquarters has reviswed this report,  considers it to be 
adequate, and concurs with the  contents as indorsed. 

2. (C)    The following additional comments are consiaered pertinent; 

a. Paragraph 2b(l), page 6.    In accordance with  paragraph 1-3, a, 
TM 55-450-11, the transported unit is responsible to furnish slings, straps, 
cord, clevises,  padding,   tape, etc., used in rigging the  equipnent to be 
transported.    USAi.V G-4 lias established a liberal BCI for sling equipment 
authorized to r;e  on hand at the   supported unit level.    This  BOI will be 
published as a 725 series USATtV Regulation in the  near future. 

b. Paragraph 2g(2), page 9,    This headquarters submitted a letter to 
USi'utV on 16 NOT 68 expressing concern in this area.    Correct statistics 
show that fifty seven  rebuilt engines were lost during the  four month 
period, July - October.     The  average time per engine was 374.02 hours. 
It was recomnended that this matter be pursued to oetermine  the  overall 
impact of ARADMAG rebuilt engines within USARV.     It is  not  considered 
essential to perform a 100% technical inspection during the  sucend  inter- 
ittidiate.    Normal inspections,  conducted as required,   are considered 
adequate to cetect minor discrepancies. 

I'W. THE COl'UiANDHl: 

1LT, AGC 
ASST A DJ QEN 
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AVHGC-DST (12 Nov 68)    3d Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 13th Combat Aviation (Guardian) batta.Lion 

for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS C3FOh--65(i.l)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM,  APO San Francisco    96375 , M   , 

TO:     Commander in Chief, United States Army,  Pacific, ATTtl:     GPOP-L'J , 
APO    96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational i'.eport-Lcssons  Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters,  13th 
Combat Aviation Battalion. 

2. Comments  follow: 

a. Reference item concerning air traffic congestion at sta^efielaa/ 
airfields, page 8, paragraph 2b(4).    Concur.    This headquarters has 
recently required subordinate commands to lake a specific officer re- 
sponsible for each airfield used by US Army Forces.    tiACV Directive 95-',' 
requires that an airfield commander/coordinator be appointed  for forward 
airstrips. 

b. Reference item concerning leaking master brake cylinders  afUr 
CH-47 aircraft  are deployed by carrier to RVN,  page 9,  paragraph 2g(l). 
Concur.     In view of the success of procedures used by the 271st ASHC, 
concur with the recommendation, however,  shipboard safety must be con- 
sidered . 

c. Reference item concerning high rate of inflight engine  failure 
and precautionary landings in UH-1 aircraft,  page 10, paragraph 2g(2)  am! 
2d Indorsement, paragraph 2b.    Concur.    It is the unit maintenance officer's 
prerogative to increase the frequency of inspections to fit hazardous oper- 
ating conditions.    AVSCCM has been made aware of this problem. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Cy fum: 
HQ 1st Avn Bde 
HQ 13th CAB 

W.  C.  ARIJTZ 
CPT,   AGC 

Asslstunt Adjutfini'inenerar 
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GPOP-DT (12 Nov 68) 4th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report of HQ, 13th Cbt Avrs (Guardian) Bn for 

Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Kl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 8 JAN l^.? 

TO:    Assistant   Chief  of  Staff  for Force  Development,   Department   of   the 
Army,  Washington,   ü.   C,   20310 

This headquarters  has  evaluated  subject   report  and   forwarding  indorse- 
ments  and  concurs   in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER  IN CHIEF: 

CPT, AGC 
Auf AG 
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DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA -R&D 
(Security cla»MUIcatlon of tllle, botty of mbmlrmc.t nnd IndnMlnfi nnnnt/itlnn muut he utitorrd wtu T thf ovat'tli rvpnti if t I., 

I.   ORIGINATING   AC T\V \ T \  (Corporat* author} 

HQ,   OACSFOR,   DA,  Washitigton,   D.C.   20310 

S.   REPORT   TlTLK 

to. «r »'OR r  ht rue i r - 

CONFIUKNIIAI 
26.  «noup 

_ii  

Operational  Report  -   Lessons  Learned,   Hq,   13th  Cumbat  Aviatiun   (tiu.u 
Battalion,  Period Ending   31 October  1968   (U) 

:.  OüiCRIPTIVC NOTEa (Type ol npocl mnd Invlumlr* dmlvm) 

Experiences  of  unit  enßaRed  In  counterinsurRency operations,1  Alli'   "   ^1  '' I'H-,;-; 
9-   *\JTHOn{S\ (Flrmt nmm*. mltttit» Int'timl, tmml namm) 

CO,   13th Combat Aviation   (Guardian)   Battalion 

S     REPOBT   D*TB 

JJ MQV 196? 
8«.   CONTRACT   OR   GRANT  NO. 

b.   PROJECT  NO- 

N/A 

DD .'TU 4 73 
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19  

lb.   NO.   OF   HR F S 
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BO. o rnr n nr POH r nowi (Any otht 
tbi» report) 

OACSFOR,   DA,  Washli.fit.   .,   D.C     .'.11. 
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