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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 5th Specialv
Forces Group (Airborne), Period Ending 31 July 1968 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter. '

2. Information contained in this report i{s provided to insure that the
Army reslizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
tions,

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the
attached report are encoursged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end of this report. '
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- DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
=t HEADCUARTIRS ..
ST'l SPECIAL FORCES GRAUP (ATE’;"RHE), 1ST SPRCTAL FORCES ——
APO San Francisco 96240 -
AVGB-C 15 August 19€5
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Smecial Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 July 1968. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)
THRU: Camanding General, United States Armv, Vietnam
-- ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO San Francisco 96375
Cammander-in-Chief, United States Army, Pacific
ATTN: GPOP.DT, APO San Franeisco 96553
TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develomment ‘
Department of +he Army . =
- Washington, D,C, 20310 '
1, (C) Section 1, Oparations: Sirmificant Activities.
== a, General, i
- (1) Mission. The missions assigned to the Sth SFGA are as follows:
- (3) To exercise ccrmand and control of subordinate detashments,
- (b) To advise and assist the VNSF, N
\c) To act as Sactor/Subsector advisors as directed by CQMUSMACY,
(d) To provide inteliigerce to CQMUSMACY.
(6) To conduct special overatiocns,
(f) To condiuct the MACV Recondo Scheol,
o FoR. o7 U ! =
L ~ T <
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forres Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) .

2 _Q:"’anizaudnal Structure, See organizational chart at inclusure I,

troop dispesition list at inclosure 3, and CTZ naps at inclosure L.

(3) Camw.and Re-ationships. Sce Annex B (Cammand Relationship) to study
{3Syropsis of the CiG Frogram) fournd at inclosure 7.

(L) .Cormanders an< Key Persoansl, See list at inclosure 2,

{5) Situation a* the Beginniag of the Remorting Period, At the end of the
last quarter, intelligenca indicatad tna% encmy forces were probably nreo~ring
for another :ountry-wide offensive, Enemy forces in all four Corps Tactical
Zones appeared %o ha avoiding major contacts with Iriendly forces in an effort
1S regroup and resupply for thie amrond general :ffensive, Special Forces campa
in ‘southern I °TZ and northwestern II C7Z wsre in the greatest‘danger of majfor
a*tacks by enemy {orces, Camp Thu.ws v \n=1U9) continuea %0 ne threatenea
by the 31st NVA Regiment and ITAM DUC (A-105) wae increasingly being threatened
by elements of the 2nd NVA Division, Camp TIEN PHUC f4-102) was uder inhreat
of attack by the 1st NVA Repiment, Camos BEN ‘ET, DAY 70, ™K F'K, and POLTL
KLiNG in II CTZ were under pressure from the west, northwest, and north. At
tre end of the last reportiing pariod, it was still not clear whether *he Znd.
NVa Division planned to push soith down hirhway 1l toward camn DAK PEK (A-20i2)
in northirastern II CTZ or swing northwest toward ""/AM "UC in southern I ™7
Tnireased enemy activity in BINH LONG Province {III CTZ) nosad possible threats
to il QUON (B-33) and LOC NINH (A-331); ho'mver attacks were really not
ar.ticipated since the majority of enemv forces in III CTZ were believed to be
marginally to non-combat effective, In IV CTZ, MOC QA (B.Ll), MY PAVN" TAY
(A<l1>) and MY DI II (A-L16) continued to be threatened by several VO locai

forcs battalions while CAO LANH continued to be tnreatened by the 502nd bat-aliion.

‘6% Operations. The statistical data on operations condus* - uring the
seporting period are shown at inclosnre G, The maat sienifiecam | ion during

the guarter occurred at Sps~ial For: es camp FiaM 1UC. CO III M.F \avainst recormend-

ations by Special Forces personnzl) aliscoea tnat ail assets be withdrawn from

1AL DIC on 12 May after #JB NGOK TAVAF was attacked by an estimated reinforced

bastalior of the 2nd NVA Division on 10 May, A macsive air evacua®icrn was
erecited ybile NVA forces directed heavy machine ~m fire on *he aircrift and
mertar and ground attacks against tha friencly ~licmeqts at KA TUC, < 3ee
ai=er Action Report at inclosure 8 and the LA I . KMAM LUC Commarative
{.udy at inclcsure 9, The increase in CIDG ¢: :ualtins over those suffe--4q
duri g the last quariser is due larpely to the attacts on FOR NGC™T TAVAR,

iiu. DUC and on FOB BPA CHUC in IV CTZ, (Ses terarts cn this attack fomd

4> irclosures 10 and 11,0

{7) Changes an Organization,

(a) The folleowing changes in organization were made effective by Sth
SFA Genaral Order 809 dated 23 May 1968: Spenial Forces Liaison Detachment

(0:1F [PENT | A
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B.55 (SAIGOM) was redesimnated the Cormand Liaison Detachment, Detachment A.§03
(NUA TRANG) was redesipnated Detachment BoS5 and assumed command and control
over the 55th Mobile Strike Force Command (MSFC), Detachments B-16 (DAIANG),
B..20 (PLEIKU), B-36 (LCN% 'AI), and B-LO (Cul THO), were officially activated
for command and control of the 16tn, 20th, 36th, and Loth M3FC respectively,
Detachmer B-lL (P!IU QUOC) was inactivated and pirsonnel were reassigned to
Detachment B-LO,

(b) The Snecial Forces camp at KYAM "UC (A-105) was closed n 12 May 1968,
On 2l; June, peraonnel assets from KHAM DUC (A-175) officlally onened camp NONO
SON, Personnel included 10 USASF, four VNSF, 81 CSF, and 65 MSF,

(¢) Camp MAT LOC (A-101) was o ficially ooened on 2L June ny the following
personnel: 13 USASF, 18 VNSF, 1ii CSF, 2.0 MSF, one envineer platoom with heavy
equipment, and one US Marine company, Detachment A-111 was formerly lccated at
LANG VEI, .

(d) On 15 June, the CIDG assnts on PHU QUOC ISLAND were of “icially converted
to RF/FF, Detachment A-LLil relocated to MOC HOA and was redesignatod A-LOL of
the LOth Mobile Strike Force Comn~nd,

(e) Camp BEV SOI (A-371) was transferred to VNSF control (A-134) on 2 July.

(8} A special study, "Synopsis of the CINU Propram," was prepared during
the reporting period and is contained at inclosure 7, This stnud, discusses
the background and develomment of *the CING prugram from 1961 - 1968 and ‘he
concept of operations for CY 1967 - 1968,

(9) Tha May, June and July iagues of the Oreen Berst H-guim are attached as
inclosure 1,

(10) A 1ist of VIPs who visited this headqnarten during the repo.‘*ing
period is found at inclosure &,

(11) The camand's concept for the empliymant of CIDG forces and ling-range
re-onnaissance projects is contained in lettuer datad 21 July 1968, subject:

Emnloyment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group and Long-Range ﬂocmr.nssana
Projecis (U), (See inclosure i3)
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b. Intellipence.

{1) I Corps Tactizal Zone.

ta) In early May the total enemy sirength in.1 CTZ was between 120,0C0
and 123,000 troops of which approximately 55,00 were combat trcops, Contacts
and enemy activity during the period remained light and at a peneral iull,
Howeves the enemy sustained heavy losses as he attemnted to harvest his rice
from tne fali crop. Inireased enemy infiltration, utilizing newly constructed
infiltration routes; enabled “he enemy to keep his man power strength stabilized,
At the end of July, the enemy was astimated to have approximateiy 125,000
eremy personnei of which 56,000 were combat troops. Throughout the reporting
period enemy forces operated with four confirmed NVA divisions, 22 to 24
independent regiments, and a total of aporoximateliy 120 maneuver battalionm.

1o} Throughout the reporting period enemy forces were generaiiy dispersed
throughout the mountain regions along the Vietnam-Laotion border, Eremy tactical
elements had apparently been ordered to puli back in order to make preparations
for a future offensive, Major enemy efforts seemed to have been Adirected towards
unit, personnel and logistical developments, The majority of Special Forces
camps in I CTZ were not particularly threatened by enemy build-ups in their
TAORg: however, during May, Speciai Forces camp THUONG DUC, A.iN9, came under
heavy threats of attack br the.3lst and 36th NVA Independent Infantry Repiments
which were supportea by the 368B Artiilery Repiment, This threat was reiieved,
howsver, by a continued Marine oferation which encomnassed the camp's TAOR,
During, this period all contact with the 30Ltn NVA Divisicn was lost. The 30Lth
was last reported being deployed aldng the DMZ arsa, northerm QUANG TRl Province.
It is believed that the 30uth returned to NVN in order to reproup and resupnly.
During June the 126th Naval Sapper Reaiment (NVA) was introdiced and iz now
deployed in the area of the CUA VIET River., Although plans for a July
offensive in I CTZ never materialized, therv were rumerous reports and indiec-
ations that a general offensive was to have taken place in I CT2 in order to
strengthen the North Vietnamese bargaining power at the Paris peace taiks which
cormenced in mid-May., Intelliigence indicated that enemy goals were to hawe
been the cities of DANANG, QUANG TRI City and HJE, the old provincial capital,
Hovefully. a NVN victory would have a psychological efferct on “ho nresidential
eliection in the United States, A severe defeat and heavy frirndly losses could
rossibly sway the voting to a candidate who would be in favor of ending the
Vietnam conflict as fast as pcgsible (i.e. by pulling US Forces from Vietnam).
Taroughout 4he period the enemy continued to improve his lines of communications
a8 evidenced by new road construction and the improvement of others. A new road
wat reported being tuilt through the IMZ and reports indicate that the enemy 1s

CONFINET AL

- i

e ey

-

e ¥

—twrr - -



B8 LA I

COGNFIREXTEAL )
AVCB.C i€ August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn; for Pzricd Enaing

31 July .968. RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) .U)

atiempting to connect this road with Highway #9, QUANG TRI Province., Intensive
widening and improving of rozds to allow for alli-weather and all wehicle usape

was noted throvgnout the A 3MAYU Valiey., Tnis construction was prebably
accomplished by the B3rd NVA Engircer Regiment which was iast denloy:d and
utilized in the KHE SAMH area, QUANG TRI Province., Further enamy road corstruction
was evidenced by the improvine and reopening of ar old French rcad, route #53%,
from KHAl DUC to HIEP DUC, The nmajority of all repular combat trocps durine

this time wers well trained. politicaily indoctrina*ed and well equippea NVA
troope, Morale has remainea high as cadre on a*l levels have oromised thelir
troops a major NVA wvictory and iiberation of the onnressed SV in the next
offensive, Another factor which contributed to high morale within the HVA was

owr siravegic vishdrawal from Gnevial Forces camp ICINT DUC, AL10S, On 10 May,

KA DUC came under mortar and recoilless-rifle fire and FOB NRNY TAYAY was
evacuated after surviving a battalion size attack, After 3 days of heavy sontact
with the 1lst NVA Infantry Regiment of the 2nd NVA Division, KiA' DUC was evacuated.

{c¢) Confirmed use of new weapons and equipment was not remorted in I CTZ
aithough reports have indicated that the enemy intends to jntroduce several new
wespons withir the corps., On the CUA VIET Raiver a 300 pound watermine was
des.tivated by the U,S, Navy., This mine anc rumerous other reports of large
watermines shows that the memy is developing a waterway interdictory skill
- which couid mirimize our usage of the CUA VIIT River. Inc¢reased enemy atcuracy
wivh the FP% .2 and the RF3 7 against friendly ships on *he CUA Viet River could
possible mean that the enemy has an infrared tapahiiity, In northern JLANG TRI
Province along the DMZ there were numercus renoris of “airherne lights® burzing
the area, lianding and *aking off, The majority ol these rénorts have come from
the CON THIEN area, The anemy could have an aircraft canabtility, pissibiy
he.icopters. No significant material was received conuerninp the constructien
or defense cf enemy fortifications,

(d7 At the end of the reportlng perion vactical etements, wnich wery
deployed in the mountains for the rice harvesi and retraining, were ‘beginning
to deploy themselves for the next offensive in I CT4, Flans to stage a4 (onmntry..
wide offensive of 20 July and then on S Ausust did not materialize probanty
because of friendly operations around his probibie major eoals, DANANG QUANG
TRI City and possibly HUE, Special Forces camns MAL [0, A.171, and M SON,
A 105 are still in the construction stage and are still vulnerahle o Frowd
attacks by battalion sized urits, The 62nd NVA Repiment of the 3c6th Mia
Division and the 27th Indenendent Reoimen® are nresently located noar MAL LOU°s
TAOR, As of yet, these unitz have only interdicted the roads leadine o ard
from the camp witk minas, The 3rd Sa~per Battaliorn, the lhlss Indewindeny
Local Ferce Regiment and the 103d Battalion of “"a 3lgt Re~iment are denioyed

COMTINTET AL
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near Camp NONG SON's TAOR, DANANG has the equivalent of three regiments near
its TAOR; the 36th Independent Regiment, the V,25, the D.7 and the R,20 Local
Force Battalions, pius T.69 and T.87 NVA Sapner Battalions, QUANG TRI City
zould be attacked by the 812th NVA Independent Re~iment, the 52nd Regiment of
the 320th NVA Division, the 51Lth NVA Independent Battalion and bv the 808tn
Tndependent Main Force Battalion, With elements of enemy forces deployed near
the major cities in I CTZ, Special Forces operations are lively to note
increased engagement with larpe size enemy units, No threat is scen to any
Special Forves camp at this time in I CTZ, By mid-Anpust a generai corp?
offensive will probably take place with such far reaching poals as the conirol
of I CTZ; barcaining pcwer at the Paris peacs talks, and psychological influence
on the US presiden‘ial election, The next enemy cffensive could conceivably '
be the final enemy drive of the Vietnam conflict.

(2) II Corps Tactical Zone,

{a) In early May the total enamy strength in II CTZ was between i5,000
and 50,000, of which aporoximately 23,000 were combat trnops. Though the enemy
suffered many losses in contacts during the first nart of the =eriod, increased
infiltration and resupply activities kept the enemy strength relatively level.
At the end of July the enemy had spproximately 26,000 combat troons and again
awut 50,000 total personnel, During this period the enemy omerated with fonr
divisions, five independent regiments and a total of avproxim-tely 26 separate
maneuver battalions, At tne end of the reporting period there wera thres
divisions, three indeperdent regimentas and 26 separate maneuver battalions,

{b) During the reporting period in II Corps, two major phases in the enemy's
offensive plans became evident, During the first phase, from mid-April to mid-
May, the enemy employed new units and new weapons on a scale never tefore
observed in the western highlands, The 325C NVA Division, along with the 1CID
and 95C NVA Regts, deploved to the western highlands from the DMZ, By early
May, Special Forces camp BEN HET was being subjected to almost constant
battaiion size probes and heavy attacks by fire. At this tims maior elements
of the US lth Division moved to the DAK TO .. BEN HET .. PCIEI KIENG to gain
control of highway 1L and KONTUM city, Continuous B-52 strikes and operations
by the lith Division probably forestalled enemy plans for an offensive in this
ares, In other areas of the corps, cnemy activity was at a lower level as most
ma jor NVA units remained under strength., It ~as during this time that the 2rd
and 22nd NVA Ragiments moved north into the HA TAY area and enpaged CSF trocps
ir. several heavy contacts, Throughout the corps, Snecial Forces continued to
experience light to moderate contacts with infiltrating NVA wnits and VC resupply
w.iv3, With the initiation of the Paris peace talks irn May, it became evident

6
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that enemy actions were becomins more demendent on nolitical rather than miiitary
sonsideration, This probably was the reason the NVA umiis remained :n the BEN
ET .. POLEI KIZNG area even thourh daily he was suffering heavy losses to the

U3 Ltn Infantry Division and B.52 airstrikes, Earlv June ber~n the sncond dhase
of the enem7’s two phase offensive in II CTZ, Enemy activity declined sharpiy
and ali major NVA units close to the border areas trithdrew to Cambodian base
canps. leavine behind harcssment elements to condnet attacks b+ fire and raids
and ambushes., During tnis period the enemy bepan a major redeployment of his
units cnd reorpganization of his command s2ructure, In the southern Provinces
eneny activity remained at an extremely low level, Local Force and Main Force
VC units continued “heir tactics of ambushing and harassing attacks as the

enemy resuppliied and redeployed for a major offensive activity,

(¢) In IT CTZ the enemr is capable of deploying 122mm rockets, iLdmm rockets,
:0Qmm field guns, 105mm howitzers, 82mm mortar, and 60mm mortar, Tanks have been
sighted west of BZll HET by CIDG troons who had escaped from the NVA,

{d} At the end cf the period the major enemy *threat existed in DARLAC
Provinca, SF camps TIZU ATAR, TRANG PHUC, and DUC LAP were threatened b elcments
of the 66th, 2Lth, ?09th, and possible the 17Lth VA Reeriments, The depioyment
of these units of the lst NVA Division into DARLAC Province indicates a major
shift in the enemy’'s emvhasis in II Corps. The movement of major elements of

. the 3rd NVA Division into I Corps and 32nd and 33rd NVA Rapiments into TT1 Corps
¢enid indizate a leseenins of enemy activity in Il Coros; however, as NVA units
m e back into II Corns from base areas in Cambodia, ali Special Forces canos
engaged in the border surveillance role will nrobably exmeriznee an 1ncrease in
contact,

13) III Corps Tactical Zona,

{a} 1n early Mar, *he total enmemy strenrsh in III CT7 vas ha‘ween 45, 000
znd "0 070. of vhich amroxinataly 30,000 were ccmbat trnops, Althoueh henvy
iusses were sustained in scattered contacts Air‘ne the neriod, inereased
:r.filtration kept enemy strength fipures at a resiatively stable level, At zhe
end of July, the enemy was estirated ‘o have a~nroximatelv L%,000 men, c¢f *hich
¢% 000 were combat troops, Throuphout the entire p riod, enemv forces o <ra*ed
with three confirmed divisions, four to six inder~ndent repiments, and a total
¢. aprroximateiy seventy maneuver battalions,

‘b Durine the begin-in» o the reportin» 7rind, r~nemvy forces were general

ge-rally dispersed in areas west and north of GIA DINH Provinee, within
strir.ng distance ¢f the capiv~l. Special Forces c¢rmps wers not narticul-ruy

7
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threatened by an enemy build-up within their TAORs, Detachments in HAU NGHIA
Province began to make increased contacts as enemy units, generally YC, moved
eastward from Cambodian base areas towards tha Capital Military District, Onm

5 May, enemy forces entered the city of SAIGON witn the equivalent of three
regiments, to include: NONG NAI Regiment, a possible CUU LONG II Regiment, plus
YC Main Force and Local Force Battalions operating in the southern repions of
the CGorps. Enemy elements encountered more organized resistance among Frec Wold
Forces and the neople than during the Tet offensive. Newly organized hattalions,
such as the 306th and 308th VC Main Force Battalions, were tentatively identified
10 contacts throuphout the Capital Military District. In other regions of the
Corps, enemy initiated activity was at a low level, including operations near
Specidl Forces camps. In renewing ground activity in the capital in early May,
the enemy hoped to achieve some sort of psycholomical victory to be able to
influence the forthcoming Paris peace talks which commenced in mid-May, In
every major confrontation within the capital, enemy “orces were either forced

to withdraw or were practically annihilated by better prepared and equipped
ARVN units, In addition, a high ranking NVA official had revealed information N
which compromised the majority of enemy plans, Attempting to effect a viece-

meal witndrawal, cambat elements broke into platoon and squad size units to

exfiltrate the city. Scattered contacts continued. into the month of dJune -rith

dispersed troops who were unable to break thrqugh the ring thrown around the

Capital Military District by allied forces., The engsuing lcw morale was evidenced

by the rallying of 18 company level or higher cadre prior to mid-June, The

enemy.rumored plans to stape masd#ive rocket a*tacks on installations and

populaticn centers in the Saigon area were never realized., PWs indicoted that

the enemy suffered severe logistical and replacement problems which forced the

termination of operations in the city and also hindered plans for heavy indirect

fire attacks, probabiy by elements of the 8iA and 208th NVA Artillery Regiments,

Ta PHUOC LONG Province Special Forces operations continued to make contact with

rear service personnel of the 86th Group whiclh was attem™ting to avoid US and
GVN forces, Renewed use of the SONG BE road was noted by secondary explosions
which resulted from repeated airstrikes, as weil as reports of large base

camps irn areas not far from BUNARD, A-3L4, and DUC PHONG; A-3h3, In northeastern

and mid.-western BINH LONG Province, infiltraticn increased althouth no statistlcs
~tCusd be determined, Airborne personnel detectors and agents indicated a

najor build-up in proximity to LOC NTNH, A-33L, where heavy contacts were made

by operations during the early weseks of July. .The 7th NVA Division apparently
moved its headquarters across the Cambodian border, just enst of Hirhway #13, A
., reorganization of this unit resulted in three subordinate regiments, the lulst,
16Etn, and 32nd, being located in northern BINH LQNG Province, include- Llements

of the 9th VC Division, previously reported ir central HAU HGHIA Province, were
ideniifzed in the southern and western regions of TAY UINH Province av the cicse
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of the reporting period. In central War Zone C a Mobile Strike Fores operaticn
ran into oxtremely heavy resistance from ensmy forces which appeared to nave
knowiedge of the entire operation, When the friendly forces converged on KATUM,
A_322, the camp received a heavy barrage of mortar fire from elements of the 69th
ve Artillery Comard, Another Mobile Strike Force oprration in mid-July rontacted
a tattalion pius in western War Zone C in areas where BEN SOI, 4-13¢, also made
heavy engagements with large enemy forces, These elements were later identifisd
ag the 271st and 272nd VC Regiments of the 9tn VC Division, Agent reports a.d
airborne personnel detector readings also indicated the deployment into south-
sastern TAY NINH Province of the Sth VC Division with the 275th VC and 88.n NVE
Regiments, Detachments in HAU NGHIA Province experienced an unusually low level
of activity, especially considering that these camps are located along eremy
routes of resupply to and from GIA DINH Province, At least two enemy regmments,
273rd VC plus Lacal Force elements, were dispersed southwest of DUC HUE, A.351,

in the BA THU base complex in Cambodia,

{c) The confirmed use of new weapons and equipmes.t was not reported in the
corps, although agents and PWs have indicated that the eremy intends to introduce
ceveral new weapons ¢ its III CTZ arsenal, A ouestionnable PW raport stated that

a "top secret™ weapon was t¢ be utilized in future attacks by fire, This weapor,
identified as a rocket, has been reported to be either the Soviet 20Qmm cr 240mm
rocket, Both are multi-barreied, truck-launcned, and have never beer. confirmed in
uge in Vietnam. Southeast of Saigon a 250 pourd watermins wag de-activated hy US
Navy personnel along the Song Dong Nai, This is the largest such mine reported to
date in IIT Corps, In weastern TAY NINH Province agent reports from various sources
have indicated the prcbability of enemy employment of helicopters; possibly of
Czech or East German manufacture, for reconnalssance and or troop movements, In
northern War Zone C THIEN NGON, A-323, and RATOM, A-322, reported over-flirhts by
unmarked, small; fixed wing aircraft, No significant material was received
concerning the construction or defense of enemy fortifications,

{d) At the present time, the divisional size enemy forces have redepioyed
fram the Saigon area into the western and northern regions of the corps., Plans
to stage a country-wide offensive on 20 July, as reported by PWs and agents, did
ro* materialize, and are now bYelleved to have been rumers circulated by VC cadre,
With the axception of LOC NINH; A.331, Special Forces camps in the morthem
berder areas are not expected to be likely targets ‘of enemy ground assauits. At
tne close of the reporting period, the enemy had appreximately 4,500 combat trcops
of the 7th NVA Division in northern BINH LONG Province, 1n TAY NINH Province the
reported use of helicopters in areas between camps THIEN NGN, A. 323, and BEN SOI,
AL €, gives the enemy a capability of deploying and extracting tro:ps with speed
never before experierced, TAY NINH City has been indicated by agents as a Iikely
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COMFIDEMTIAL



COMFINEXT 1AL . —

AVGB : 15 August .968
SUBJECT: Operationai Repo-t :f 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending _é
31 July 1968. RCS CSFOR-65 (R:) (U) ‘

target of a majcr enemy ground assault to take place on an undesignated date,
At the cisase of the peridd, tne enemy had in excess of 10,000 combat troops
1.¥persed throughout the province where they threaten the security of ail
Speciai Forces campoundsy; in particular Detachment B-32, 1t is possible that .

TAY NINH Caty could he attacked from the west by the 9th VC Division and fram the

scutheast by the 5tn VG Division in a multi-divisiona. assault on the srovincial .,
captia.. Wten e:emen-.s of eremy rorces, presently dispersed along the Camrodian '

tuider of HAU-NGHIA Provin.e, receive word to muwe un the capital, Speciai

For.es Operalling ar2 Likely 9 note wicreased engagements with large size onemy

unit., By mia to .ate Auge:! a major corps or cour.try-wide offensive push 11

wpecteld Iram VO NVA forces, It is expected te sesk a politiczal objective, uhat

=¥ infliuencing the US presidential elections i Nuvemver, The eanemy has Indicaled

that twe-tnisds <f his forces will be utilized against provincial capitals in order

to draw alliled forces away fram the city of Saigm, Ths -emaining third LI his

foree: are expected to enier the capital, assess the siltuatlion, and atiempi ‘o

take contror of the government, With such far-reaching obJeclives, it may well .
il -ate that ae next geréra., country-wiae offerzive might te the fipal e--my:

inatiated arive £ rne Vietasm Confiist,. ' ,

‘L) IV Corps Tacti.al Zuie.

"a' In eariy May eremy stremgth in IV CTZ was approximately 28,000 sl which
16,000 were cambat t:-.ops. A.thougn frierdly operatiorns irnfuilcted heavy ..ades o
tne ¢hemy, it is belleved trat ne maintained n1s siiengta through the infi,z-ation
. new personnel, There were numer:zus reperts cf rew wiidentified wnits L "l
Lo LnERY. periion cf the (3:rpsy however, few were confirmed, The enemy lu be. imved
L. have mainlained the same re.ative eirengin thicugnout tne repariing perioi,. Ag
present tne enemy has ‘woe confirmed regiments, asnd approximately 2 sepasats . e
1r.éependas’ maneuver battaiions, .

«b; Toward the beganuing of May, Viet Cong uwnlis appeared to have movx.t

Witnin striking distarce of “ne major citles in the northe:n pari of the rarpa,

The 5i0th Lecal Force Battalior and tne Sicth Loca. Force Battasion were . atud.
in the viziraty cf CHAU DOC; the SOuth Local Force hattaiion and the 2768 M. ..

Fos .o Battalaon were in the vicanity of MOC HOA, The S0cA Locad Force Buatias.sitiy
the 502 Bartalion, and ine newly reported 502C local Force Battasion were .ovated
i the vicinity of CAO LANHg tre Deng 2 Regiment, 3C’ta Main Force Bastaiion. :0%i&
ard 3Cird Main Fcrioe Battaiions, Tay Dc Local Force Battuiion, and the iyl s Maix
For:e Artillery Battailor were loca“ed in the vicinity of CAN THO. Eremy . tivaty
Was (hen craracterized by a substartial increaze 1n Pacassment attacks ty fie,

- Dur4.y vre iatter past < e mesth, enemy units shusmd a withdrawal frum ireoee - ' ’
Snitits with the ex.-poi.c -1 the url.s in tne CAQ [ANA area, (ic oramy ~orn 1wl

tOG[ETELe 1O SMAL . L.aL8 L0 aveld conlact and deleltlin bY friendsy wnh.ts aid .
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coperard g3, He atsu comtinced his haracgsment in an attemps td diver® attention

from his resupplying, recraiting. ard retraining activities, During the month
»f Jur2, the enemy avoided .w.tact as much as possibie, The coatacts tnat ne
ijtiared wera merely diversionary tactiza to conceal infiliration of persouna.
azl gepplies which are to bte wied in the reporied zorps wids offenslve 1o be
cordirred at an unkrown dats i the future. During the eariy part of Juiy, ine
enemy’y concentraticn remained upcn his logistical and administrative situation,
Grouzd activity rsached the l.uwest poirt thus far this year, Friondiy operaticns
comntinued to be the deterring factor in the enemy’s efforts to build up suppiins
ar.d personnel, Terrorism degan to increase with minor bombings and booty-*rapped
vehicies, In mid-July friencdly wnits began large scale sweep oparaticns and
enpioyed extensive use of their air capabilities to hamper enemy activity az much
as possible, Delta Biackhawx operatiorng in the NUI COTO Mowntain area proved very
gurzessful in uncovering a great number of enemy caches. it 13 also believei that
+he S0.A, azd the 502 Local Fores Battalions suffered tp to a 0% lces of personnel
ih the Bo52 airstrikes conducted on Zi, 22, and 23 July Just nirin of CAO LANH City,
Tua 25:t Main Force Battalicn was -eported to have suffeved heawy personnel and
¢quipment lcosses due to ai-strikes, After the incr2ase of friendly operations, the
r.avker of HOI CHANHS: showed a no‘at.Le *uorease, Toxlr rape~is told of “he _ow
ncase 1o many enemy 'mits due to the trreat and logses fram al-strikes, ag well as
tre shortage of food, medi:al suppiiwms ani reinforcements, The enemy apparerily
a*tivated new units and wi~-razed the strength of "33~ units ar? at-smpted <o
cmbine them into regimental =iie battie grucpr., The Lra=sased Unil mivemerts wel'a
acvmparied by light p:ratou. sized <o, tacts and ambusteg and dsther ni%t ana 1w
“a lia, It is also believed that the majorily of the wnits repurted infiliratlig
£ Cambodia ware moving into ihe SAIGON area,
r:} During the reportirg pe:iod numerous reportg of the enemy's posgeseiurn of
the L&2mm rocket Lawm:ner appearsd, It was not until iate July thal tihis vapabiliity
wvas :ofivred by the rapture of a weapo: and several rovwrds of mmmmitlr . No cther
slg fi:ant wearong, wsni..rs, cr fir-ificatlcrs w:ve repordisd during ihis peiod,

“i) Tre current enumy alsps:ition on 3L July was much the same ag it was at the
beg.nni-g of the paricd, Movemerts were ncled o tne base areas and then back to
Witz striking distarce of enemy targets, At the end of the reporting psiisd the
majer tareat ve friendiy irstalliations was in the CAN THO City area vhera the enemy
ha~ ‘he squivalent of two reginm-.. e, In PHONG DINH Previrce the threatening units
are the 303rd, 307th, and :(5th Main Ferce Battalions, TAY DO Local Force Fattaldon,
ara the .98th Main Force Artiliery Battalion, The city iv aiso ‘hreatened by

Les . t.e reirforcement un:ws of wne DSE7+n Locai Ferce Fattallon and the 206+ Main
For. e rattaltior. from VINH LONG Previr.e, It 4s beltievad that the reportea coumtrve.
win- -ffereive will not be irau.ved at the same leve. as the TET offensive, The
cramy of expelted 10 attack iargets of rzasonabie moiitary value and of hien pouitical
va.ur ir. his next offencive 1r view cf the Far.a Fegce Talaz, Tha offenyivas 19 now
teilevea t2 be plarred fir ire misd.e pa:t of Auglri,
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C. Operations,

(1) I Corps Tactical Zone §Cog_pa& C). During the reporting periosd, Company-
C assets conducted a total of 254 company cize or larger operations, 180 pla-
tonn size, and 1262 squad size operations. Forty-two of these were joint opera-
tions with other free world forces. A total of 171 contacts were made with the
following results:s 390 ensmy KIA, 29 encmy CPTR. Friendly losses weres Thrse
USASE, S CIDG, and 62 RF/PF KIA; 32 USASF, six VNSF, 231 CIDG, and 12 RF/EF WIA;
two USASF, one VNSF and five CIDG are missing in action., The nost significant:
svent during the reporting period was the withdrawal of all assets from camr KHAM
DUC on 12 May, two days after FOB NGOK TAVAK was attacked and eventually evacu
ated., The evenis of 10-12 May are discussed below and a detailed after action
report is found at inclosure 9. The following significant activities occurred
during the quarter: ‘ =

(a) KHAM DUC (A-105): At approximately 100245 May 68, Camp KHAM DUC mud
FOB NGOK TAVAK came under a coordinated mortar and recoillsss rifle attazk, The:
attack on NGOK TAVAK was followed by a heavy ground attack by at least an NVA
Battalion, The attack was supported by mortars, RPG-7 rockets, heavy -achire
guns, flame throwers and tear gas (not effective during the attack), The FOB
took heavy casualties but held out through the morning. At first light, msdevac:
helicopters began lifting out the wounded. After all the wounded had beer evac=
uated and existing weapons destroyed, which was approximstely 101300 hours, the

remaining personnel at Ngok Tavak departed for an LZ by foot and from the 12 wers -
‘lifted by helicopter to KHAI DUC. The extraction was completed by 101850 houra.

The initial mortar attack on KHAM DUC lasted for approximately one hour, The

rest of the day KHAM IUC received sporadic mortar fire. During the dsy reiaforce-
ments from the Amsrical Division arrived at KHAM DUC. When the mave was comple~
ted, units on the ground included Company A, 1/i6 Infantry, 24 Battalion, ist
Infantry (LIC Nelson, Commanding) and a 105mm howitzer battery from 3782 Artil-
lery. The night of 10-11 May was quiet with dnly 1 or 2 mortar rounds falling

in the camp, Early in the morning of 11 May the mortar attack on KHAM DUC was
resumed, Patrols were sent out in the immediate vicinity of the camp with negative

contacts. They did, however. call in arttilery and air strikes on suspect=d enemy

mortar positions spotted during the day, Air strikes were used extensivoly all’

day in an effort to neutralize enemy mortar positiorns and observation posts. On:
the afternoon of 11 May, the 11lth and 12th MSF compar.i®s which had beer evacuated
fram FOB NGOK TAVAK were withdrawn to MSNANG, Company 137, a CIG canpany from HA

o e

o

e Ust

iy

. THANH, started to come in as a replacement for the MSF but only 64 perscnnel srrived

- before darimess ended this movement, The mortar attack on KHAM DUC, which had been

: concent:ated on the main.compound, shifted in the afternoon to cover the 2/L Infantry
positi:ire also, and then stopped s-a:n just before dark, At aporoximately 120030 May
€8, Detacnment A. 05 received a4 message directing the withdrawal of all assats from
KHAM DUC beginning on the morning of 12 May, At 0320 vutnost #7 came wnder a feavy
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ground attack and fell within a few minutes., The other outpouts were attacked in the
following sequences 5, 1, and 3, Although these thr:sa wers reinforced with Americal
troops and held for longer periods, they were in enemy hands by 0930 hours. Shortly
after 1000 hours,; the camp came under ground attack from the northeast, northwest and
southwest, These were all atiacks of at least company size strenpth or larger., They
were all stopped by a combination of TAC air strikes, artillery, and ground fire,

Later in the morning, the enemy employed .50 Cui machine gans on each of the outposts

and was cbserved digging in and erecting radio antennas on the outposts. The relocation

started at 1130 honrs in spite of the mortar, recoililess rifle, and anti.uircraft
fire which was very heavy at the time, Much of the crsdit for the successful
extraction must go to the Ammy, Air Force and Marine pilots who flew the evacuation
aircraft and to the FACs and TAC pilots who provided suppreasive firss so that the
evacuation could proceed., At 1200 hours a ground attack on the main compuund was
beginning to form in the gullies and iow ground to the east and southesst of camp,
Air strikes in the arsa siowed the enemy's progress and it was not until 1400 hours
that the enemy put together a strong ground attack acainst the main compound, CAC
Detachment personnel manning the east and scutheast perimeter reported a large ground
attack and NVA troops in the outar wire at 1L(?, This sttack was stoprned by & ‘
combination of ground fire, mortars, and air strikes {(which used CBU, napaim, and

750 pound bombs%, Even though the attack was stopped for a while, the cnewy persisted
in other attacks in this same area throughout the dftermoon in apite of heavy
casuaities from the continuous air strikes in the area. The svaduation procs.ded
throughout these attacks and only faliered briefiy during periods of inters: antls
aircraft fire from the enemy held pesite, The evacnation of all units was .omplete

at 121633 hours with the evacuation of the 15 man USASF and VNSF c.ymand group,

Casualties for Kham Duc/MNgok Tavak
FRIENDLY ‘ ENEMY,

USASF UUSA USMC ~ USaF VNSF CSF MGF

KIA 3 0 12 0 0 G 10 XTA Loy
i 5 &6 2 0 2 16 W WIA  Unk
FIA/XIA 2 2k 0 S 1 L8 L6 CI1A 1 _
Wpns Lost 8 72 33 5 1 10i 156 KBA 3I5c({est -

Acit Lost 2-.£.130, 2 Gunships, 1-02, 2-CHL7

fv' TIEN PRUOC /A.1C7T'¢v On 8 Mav » zompany 8lze cperation (U291} rade
contact with a company size urit of VC, After the enemy broke contact; patrels
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searched the area and found 20 VC _KIA, one WIA, two individual weapoas, six :ra-
nades, numerous equipment and documents CIA, while suffering negative fricadly
casualties. On 12 May, operation C-97 and elements of the RF/PF conducted & com~
bined operation as road security for a convoy from TAM KY to TIEN PHUOC.

Elements of the RF/PF were ambushed by a estimated VC company. Operation C-97
immediately went into a flanking attack on the enemy ambush site. to the
outstanding, agressive attack by the CSF, the enemy bruke contact and withdrew.
Results were 39 VC KIA, 15 VC KIA (est), 23 individual weapons CI". fmw CSF

KIA, 18 RF/PF KIA. HAU DUC district HQ was attacked on 27 May., All|four OP's with-
drew, to the main OP. Enemy elements moved into a port.on of the villaje kill-
ing civilians and burning homes. The results of the initial attack were 17 VC
KIA, 20 RF/PF KIA, LO RF/PF WIA, LC RF/PF MIA, est 50 civ KIA, est 60 civ WIA
and 150 houses burned, The district OP was reinforced with a Company of MSF on
30 May. Sporadic mortar fire continued,

(c) BA TO (A-106): Enemy elements conducted a ground, mortar, and satchel
charge attack against district headquarters, camp BA TO, and Opns P-%6 and P-97
on 23 May. Total results of the attack were 1l VC KIA, 20 VC KIA (est), one
flare pistol, two individual weapons, four bangalore torpedoes CIA; the BA TO
District Chief, seven CSF and five RF/PF were KIA; four C3F, 1L RF, and three
National Police were WIA. One 60mm mortor and eight individual weapdns were lost.

(d) THUONG DUC (A~109): On 5 May, NVA elements of the 3lat Regt began a
heavy mortar and recoiless rifle attacks on the camp which continued |daily through
23 May. NVA units moved into the village areas around the camp, burning houses,
and killing civilians or driving them out, Camp patrols continuously met and
engaged enemy units of company size or larger. Ammunition, rations and CA rice
were air dropped almost on a daily basis. This was necessary due to|mortar fire
on the airstrip and helipads. On 20 May, 7TSMC elements in the combined operation.
"MAMELUKE THRUST"™ began working west to THUONG DUC and this greatly relieved enemy
pressure around the camp, Many joint USMC/CSF-MSF operations were cémducted and
because of this the camp has regained its effectiveness, -

(e) TIEN PHOC (A«102)s During the first week of June the mission support
site at HAU DUC came under mortar attack, HAU DUC received from four to 20 rourds:
each day for a period of seven days. During the same period, camp TIEN PHYOC
received harassing mortar and 122mm rocket fire. On 5 June, Operation C-115 made
rontact with an estimated VC company, Artillery and Air Strikes wers called in

.on the enemy position.. A sweep of the area revealed three VC KIA, seven VC KBA,

one 81lmm mortar CIA complete along with assorted small ams and amo."r Four of
the KBA were chained to the mortar. ]'

(£) MAI LOC (A-101): Camp MATI LOC, YD 089512, was officially éstablished at
241200 June., On 22 June, a forward supply point was established at DONG HA in
preparation for the establishment of the camp. At 2L0800 CIDG Companmy 101 con~
ducted a heliborne assault on the future camp site and secured it for the convoy
due to arrive from DOMG HA later that day, Later in the afternoon the first
convoy arrived with barrier material and two mobile strike force comﬁmies. Dur-
ing the follawing four days an engineer company arrived to help with|the .
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construction of the camp along with the remaindaf of the supplies for detach-
mant A-101. Preparations wers immediately made for the expected arrival of
6,000 Bru Montagnards from the refugse center at CAli LO on the 1lst of July.

(g) NONG SON (A4-105): At 241300 Juns camp NONG SON was established at
coord AT 813382 on an old RF/FF position, This camp overlooks the entrance to
Antenna Valley, the reported base headquarters for the 2nd NVA Division and the
NONG SON cosl mine which suppliss the AN HOA industrial complex. On the 23rd
and 2lith of June, helicopters moved the aupplies for the camp from the aire
strip and mission support site at AN HOA to NONG SON. o

(h) TRA BONG (A-107): On 26 June a joint CSF/Americal Division Opcration
found a weapons cache consisting of the following: one Ml Carbine, five carbine
barrels, four M-72, LAWS, six B-LO rockets, five 7Smm RR Rds, one 82mm Mortar
Base Plate, 19 57 RR Rds, one 75mm RR, two Chicom Claymore type mines, five
rifls grenades, six 82mm Mortar Rds, six 8lmnm Mortar Rds, eight 60mm Hortar
Sights, one M79 grenade launcher, seven BARS, two M40 M3 (helicopter type), ome
30 cal MG w/tripod, three bolt action chicom carbines, 10 Ul sutomstic weapons,
five burp guns, one chicom LM}, one AK-47, and four barrels for the AR, On 28

June Opn P-98 found the following caches Two AK-47's, one 60mm morter complste,

tws AK-50's, one RPG LMG, ons AB L96 rocket launcher, four B-4Q rds, one care
bine, 10 mortar fuzes. On 30 June Opn P-96 with Americal units discovered a
recently abandoned hospital complex with 30 to LO structures to include surgical
ronms, recovery rooms, living quarters and storage vooms,

(1) MINH LONG (A-108): On June 26 Opn P-SL made contact wiik a VC platoon.
The operation was receiving firs from three sides when airstrikes wers made on
the enemy, The Amsrical Division sssisted by sending s sirmobla reaction force
to exploit the contact, When the battlefield was swept they found eight VC KIA,
one carbine, one M~79 grenade launcher, one M-16, ons SKS, one Ml and two BAR's,
The CIDG bad only four WIA during this contact; Later the sams aftsrnoon the
detachment commander along with Opn P-96 was wounded in action by enemy fire,
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{2) II Corps Tactical Zone (Campany B}, Durine the nusrter Camraay B assets
rondited 569 company size cr Larger operations, 2,466 nlatocr 2123 and 3,862
sinad sine operations, all of which resultad in 385 roniacts with the enemy,
desuits of the contacts were: saven USASF, three VNGF, 120 CIDG, and four RF/FF
K1A; 20 UOLASF, eirht VNTF, and 53 CIOG WIA, One USASF and 10 CIDG are missing
in action. Eiremy casualties were 5/9 KIA and 36 cuntured., Ten of the upa—ations
ragying from one corpany to a tattulion in sive, were conducsted ov the 27un llchile
Strike Forece Command (MSFC), The most significant contict durine the quarter
occurred on 7 May and extended for six days. 1% recuited in 136 W3 31X, CTG
¢perations in IT CTZ were typified by the platoon sizs reconnaissance mission,
Contacts were made with enemy units which were, for *he mo~t mart, movinz out
of the CTZ, In some areas contiacts were made with trangnurtabliun oiis Miv,
During the reporting pariod seven camns (A-2id, A-2L2, A.245, A-25%, 4-253,
and A~755) were under theOPCCH of CG, Lth Inf Tiv, for varring lengths of time,
Three camps (4-221, 4-222, and 4-227) were witer she CPUXN of 173rd Abo Bde (Sap
and two camps (A232 and A-237) were under CMCOW of TF South, It should be noted
that or w2 a camp is placed urd:r the OPLON of a FLWAF unit, the Company Camander's
antnority to direct operations within that particular camm's TACR is negated,
Significant contacts were as follows:

. (a) HA TAY {A-227}: On 7 May, a campany size U5F cneration from FA TAY
iritiated contact witn a large NVA force in th= Si6 valley area southeast of
camp HA TAY, Additionsl CSP companies from HA TAY, DONG TRE (A222), and
Det B-Z2yQUI NH! ware coummitteda into the battie, fesvy contacts eear a six
day period resulted in 144 confimed WA TIA, Tero ssnarate inta21ligence = rocts
indicatad tha% at 1 .25t 252 UVA ware VI, The oatst-nding artillery and air
support received were larsnly posponzitle for the tacesss of thae operaticn, One
important item of interest is that ine newiy rurmed ASF comnans had fust scmploeted
an eight-week period of training and was to condust sn> Final field evarcize
when the situation Aistatd that they be comitied directly wnts combat, Friendly
casualties durine the entar? s1v days weres Une U537, 73 C3F, and cne ¥5F XIAg
three WBALY, %9 COF, and «i1x MSF were voandzd. Fris.!lv casuaities wiis hessleat
dnrivg the initial stages of “he fighting,

(b) FLEI I (4=%5%). Turing the month of 'unr . Sane L0 U madd Yeavy
comtact srith Yranspertation untts moving vest o o L remp an infiltrazion.
tcLte to the south ¢f the rarn, Over a neriod of one ruk conticts rasulrted
i 4 enomy killed, The tuval figure was a result of both grourd action and
supporting fires in the form of TAC air and pgunanins,

agalnst an estimated enemy platoon, inserted a rompanv.size on~ratiua to conduct
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a borb damage assessment, Upon insertion contact with an enemv Torce was maus,
Results of the op:ration were three NVA KBA and eipht NVA kilied in prousd wontas t.

(d) Iuring the month of July a ioint operation conductnd brothe Y V7
with one company from Camp MAllG BUK (A-2L6) and one comnany from Camo PLA’PSAU
GI {A-2l3) uncovered three large caches,
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(3) III Corps Tactical Zone (Company A), During the reporting period assets
of Company A @onducted 522 company size or larger operations, 196 platoon size,
and 5h27 squad size operations which resulted in a total of 233 contacts, Re-
sults of the contacts were: eight USASF, three VNSF, 138 CIDG, and one RF/PF
KIA; 23 USASF,13 VNSF, 654 CIDG, and five RF/PF WIA. Thirteen CIDG are missing:
in action, Ensmy casualties were L31 KIA and 36 captured. Uns of the operations °
conducted in May was extremely significant in that one document captured pro-
vided a wealth of intelligence. This document stated the' unit designations off
soms 30 VC units in III CTZ, The CIDG, as in the past, were limited in fire power
.when engaging & unit of squal size and relied upon artillery and tactical air
support for total victories, Artillery and tactical air support were ocutstand-
ing during the reporting period. This gave the CIDG confidence in their capa-
bilities to overcomes many extremsly large contacts. Those units that refused
to move aggressively once in contact with the enemy had, at one time or -another,
-been routed by the enemy and lacked the confidence to engage as a result, Pro-
grams have been established to retrain these units in a hope of refurbishing
their confidence, Significant contacts are described in the following paragraphs:

. .,

(a) DO XOAL A-342: On OLOS30 May 68, Dong Xoai Opn C-32 discovered a \
well used trial, vic XU 98762, An ambush was set up 75 feet off the trail
utilizing a triangular formation in which each of the sides were occupied by a.
platoon, Knowing that the NVA used this trail often, the operation remained im
the ambush position all through the Lth of May. At approximately 051310 May, an
NVA company size unit entered the claymore killing zone of the ambush and the am=
bush was initiated. Four NVA were immediately killed (USASF BC), and an unknown
number were wounded, The enemy element withdrew northeast about 50 meters, formed
a skirmish line and attempted to assault the friendly ambush position., The
attack was again beaten off with five NVA KIA (USASF BC) and an unknown number WIA.
During the counterattack, 105mm artillery was fired al-ng .he northern side of
the trail to a distance of 100 feet from the friendly ambush position. It is be-
lisved the artillery fire inflicted considerable damage to the NVA unit who immed-
iately withdrew from the contact area, The friendly element moved through the area
picking up documents and discovered that the NVA campany commander and political
officer, who were among the KIA, The contact results were: One CSF WIA, 11 NVA
KIA (USASF BC), six NVA WIA; one AKL7 and one pistol were captured. This operat-
ion was a perfect example of a well plamed and executed ambush. A good lesson
wag learned by all on this operation, also a great deal of confidence was
gained by the CSF.

.

‘\’

- (b) EHEN SOI, A-321: On 060L00 May 68, Opn Ben Soi C-56 departed on its
first all VNSF controlled company size operati-n. Ben Soi is being turned over
to complete VNSF control, Since this was the first time an operation had been in
heavy contact with no USASF, there were some prrblems encountered on obtaining
combat support. At 070945 May 68, “he friendly ferce moved into an ambush pos-
ition vic XT 130390 where they were also poing o practice adjusting artillery
fire without the assistance of ‘the USASF, While preparing ambush positions, the
friendly force spotted 30'to 50 VC moving from northeast to southwest at a distance
of 200 to 300 meters; they had two Vietnamese PW's with them, The friendly
element attem.ied to encircle the VC force, however several other VC elements of
the same approximate size were spotted moving in the same direction behind the
firet U0 unit, It was estimated that the size of the enemy force was two rifle
18
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companies and one heavy weapons company. Seeing that the friendly force could

not encircle the lead VC element, they opendd fire on the lead element. The

VC reactad very quickly, deploying their heavy weapons (three 82mm mortars and
three .50 cal MGs) and assaulted the friendly position which was 112 strong. Ar-
tillery, FAC, and reinforcementg were immediately requested by the friendly ele-
ment, Discipline and morale of the CSF was low because the VNSF commanding the -
operation had been killed in the first VC counterattack., The requested artillery
support was very slow in arriving and when it did arrive fell as far as LOO meters
away from the desired location, A reinforcement company arrived at 1330 and at
1345 the combined force swept through the recently vacated VC positions, finding
only blood trails and no bodies., Total results were: One VNSF KIA, three CSF WIA,
and three carbines lost, The VNSF learned a very valuable lesson on this operation,
and as a direct result, are paying close attention to their USASF advisors. .

They know that they soon will be conducting all operations. This is the beginning
of a long, slow re-education process. o

(¢) Operation HET ROI: On 110700 May 68, Coampany A conducted Opn HET ROI,
A multi-company helimobile operation in Hau Nghia Province., The area of opera-
tions was the My Thanh Dong/Rock Nune area, The mission of Opn HET ROI was to
block enemy movement back into Cambodia and conduct a reconnaissance in force
operation, Throughout the operation, only small contacts were made with squad
size elements, which were no match for the two 300 MSF elements operating in the
areas previouslv mentioned, Total results of the operation were: 11 enemy KIA,
13 enemy KBA,fowrenemy captured; one USASF KIA, one USASF WIA, 16 MSF WIA;
twenty pounds or documents, one M2 carbine, one minigun, one RFG warhead, seven
CBU’s, and several hand grenades captured along with two sampans destroyed.

(d) Attack on NUI BA DEN: On 13 May 63, an estimated VC company attacked
the radio site located on NUI BA DEN. Contrary to popular belief, NUI BA DEN
was not a Special Forces camp, Four USASF, one VNSF, and six CIDG were located
on this mountain which served as the radio relay point for Company A4, and the
25th Infantry Livision held responsibility for the defense of NUI BA DEN. The
USASF contingent suffered no casualities in this attack; however they lost all
cammunications equipment in the ensuing battle. Therewere 2L US KIA, L6 US WIA,
two US MIA, and 7 VC KIA in this action. Company A re-established its relay
facility the following day after the battle, and resumed signal operations,

(e¢) KATUM, 4-322: On 170500 May 68, KATUM Opn C-L3 moved out of camp.on a
reconnaissance in force éperations, At 171700 May, the operation moved into its
RON position and established a defensive-perimeter, The RON was located at XT313-
927, At 171825 May, an estimated VC company attacked the friendly CSF company
from three sides with RPG's , semi automatic and automatic weapons, and IMG's,

The enemy fire, though extremely intense, was ineffective due to the poor markse

manship of the VC unit, The CSF returned fire with their own organic weapons and

geined superiority after ten minutes of enpgagement, 105mm artillery fire from
19
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Camp KATUM was brought to bear on the VC positions at 171850, forcing the VC to
break contact, Ons CSF was slightly wounded;. VC casualties wers unknown. Knowing
their position had been compromised, the operation moved 500 meters and established
» new RON position., On the morning of the 18th, the operation began moving to a
clsaring to conduct a Mesdevac of the CSF wounded the previous eveming. A4t 180800
hours, the operation observed three VC in blue uniforms and opened fire from a
distance of SO meters, The VC immediatsly broke contact and withdrew east, Artil=—
lery concentratiors were called in by the USASF along likely withdrawal routes and
the CSF contimied in pursuit. At 180909 hours, the operations caught up with the VC
who had been stopped by the artillsry concentrations., At this time, the enemy had
one squad of approximately 10 enemy (believed to be NVA) in fixed positions, The
CSF deployed on line, asssulted and overran the ensmy positions, killing two enemy
and capturing two AX-};7's, There were no friendly casualties, The operation
contimed with negative contact on the 18th. At 191030 hours, vic XT 336915, an
NVA platoon in fortified positions and armed with semi and full sutomatic weapons,
RPC's and at least one LG, opened firs on the operation from 75 meters. The CSF
again aggressively asssulted the enemy position, forcing them to withdraw, Tacti-
cal Air and light Fire Team support were requested and artillery from KATUM was
adjusted on the NVA positions, The contact intensified as larger NVA units moved
into the battle, Reinfdrcements from Camp KATUM were committed and the battls
contimed for thrse hours after which the VC broke contact, Results of the contact
were: five CSF KIA, eight CSF WIA, Enemy losses wers: five VC KIA (USASF BC),
three AK-47's, one RPG~-2 launcher, one RPD-56 LMi, one Chicom gas mask and five
sets of web gear captured. Many blood trails were found in the contact area.

() THIEN NGON, A-323: On 200600 iMay, Camp THIEN NGON Opn C-61 departed with
95 CSF, one VNSF and two USASF on an area search/ambush operation., The .operation
set up an ambush position vic XTI 073833 and after approximately one howr, spotted
a reinforced VC company moving north and opened firs. The VC unit immediately
assaulted the friendly position, quickly overpowering the friendly unit with
small arms and RPQ fire, Artillery fire was brought in and the VC withdrew. The
initial VC fire was extremely accurate and resulted in immediate friendly casual-
ties, -Results were: 11 CSF WIA, three CSF MIA and eight carbines missing.

(g) Attack on DUC HUE, A-351: On 010300 June, Camp DUC HUE came under a
mcrtar and small arms attack from all sides., The camp prepared for a ground attack,
hwever it did not materialize, A total of 70 rounds of 82mm mortar rounds fell
into the camp and wire, destroying one generator and wounding five CSF. The camp
retur;:ed fire with all organic weapons with unknown results, The firing ceased at
010315,

(h) TRA CU, A-352: On 031515 June, TRA CU Opn C-71, while on a search and
clear operation, made contact with a VC platoon armesd with heavy machineguns, vic
XS 495983, Tactical Air was called in and a reinforcing company set cut from TRA
. CU, At 1615 the CSF assaulted the VC positions and overran the area, The VC

‘broke contact and withdrew to the northeast, Results of the contact wers: one
USASF KIA, one VNSF KIA, three CSF KIA and g9ix CSF WIA. Enenmy losaes were: six VC
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KIA, three 12.7mm anti-sircraft machineguns, one RPG, two AK-L7's and ammnition
captured, One of the 12.7mm guns was brought back to TRA CU, but due to weight,
the other two 12.7mm guns were destroyed in place,

(i) BUNARD, A-3LL: On 101650 June, BUNARD Opn C-L9 made contact while on a
IX FFV directed operation.  The purpose of the operation was to determine whether
the VC were using a road complex in western PHUOC LONG Province., The VC force of
approximately companmy size was moving south on a trail viec YU 290020 when it en-
countered the friendly force. The CSF immediately opened fire and called in
artillery ard Tactical Adr, The VC rapidly broke contact and headed north. The
CSF pursued for approximately 800 maters, Results of this encounter were: one
CSF KIA and elght CSF WIA, VC losses were: six VC KIA, five AK-47's and one
AE-50 captured,

, (3) BU DOP, A-341: On C21435S July, BU DOP Opn C-L7 engaged an estimated enemy
reinforced platoon, The enemy initiated the contact from a distance of 50 meters
with small arms fire, The enemy were wearing brown short pants and green shirts.
At 021148, the enemy broke contact and withdrew to the southeast., 'During this con-
tach, ons CSF was WIA., Enroute to a Medevac lZ, the friendly rear security elemert
killed a VC who was following the operation., They searched the area and killed an
additional VC. Contact was finally broken at 021L57. The results of this contact
were: one CSF WIA, two VC KIA, one SKS and one AK-U47 captured,

(k) TRANG SUP, 4-301: On 130800 July, TRANG SUP Opn C-59 engaged an estimated
NVA reinforced company, vic XTI 201649, The friendly unit was reinforcsd with a CSF
company from TAY NINH, The contact lastad until. 131900 when the friendly elament
withdrew, The friendiy slsment was assanited by the NVA on three separate occssions,
but were able to consolidate and hold their positions. The final results of the
contact were: three CSK KIA, 12 CSF WIA, four MSF WIA; and 11 NVA KIA, ons AX-66
was captured.

(1) BEN SOI, A-321: Ben Soi Operation C~-11ll, was conducted jointly with TRANG
SUP Opo C-64 on 31 July 1968, At approx 311120 July, these elaments mde contact
with a VC security farce., The Treng Sup element initiated contact at 50 to 100
meters and aggressively assaulted the entrsnched enemy forces, The eneuy base area
was honey-combed with tunnels, bunkers and fighting holes, all of which wers occu-
pied by VC firing intensive RPG and heavy antomatic fire, The TRANG SUP elsment
was forced to hold their position, The BEN SOI element then mounted their assault |
into the base arsa and as the TRANG SUP,elemeni was forced to stop due to deadly
enery [ire., When the rear elsment of the TRANG' SUP unit saw the BEN SOI force
stopped, they startad pulling away from the contact area, In moving awxy, the VNSF !
TRANG SJUF Commander was killed. Seeing this, the entire TRANG SUP force broke and
ran from tha contact, The enemy, seeing this, lost no tims in taikdng advance of
the situation. They fired extremely concentrated fire on both friendly elesments,
Adding to the bullding confusion, the 2§8N S0I element started firing into the flaoing
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TRANG SUP unit. Tactical dir and artillarv ware called in hv the USASP andan attempt
was made to recrganize both forces. But control could not be regained, Rein-
forcements from camp THIEN RGON at 1700 hrs were lusesved in the contacted area, and
the remaining olements from both operations were linked up, Once linkup was estab-
lished, a sweep of the battls area was made to rout any remaining VC and police up
friendly casualties., The results of this contact were tragic; 33 CSF wers KIA, one
VNSF KIA, one Interpreter KIA, 3L4 CSF WIA, two USASF WIA, and four CSF MIA. Enemy
casualties were: four VW KIA, and four VC KBA, one AK-50 and miscellsneous medical,
clothing and equipment csptured. This contect pointed out clearly the lack of traine
. ing and discipline in these two units, Unlsss fire superiority is attained at first
contadt, the CSF loose confidence in their capability to overcoms the situation and
will withdraw. The only solntion to this situation will be constant training and
incressed lsadership once in heavy contact,
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() IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D). During the reporting period,
Company D assets conducted 18L7 company size or larger operations, 8122 platoon
size, and 13385 squad size operations, a total of 277 contacts were made with
the following results: 8 USASF, one VNSF, 196 CIDG, and 4O RF/FF KIA;
23 USASF, five UNSF, 325 CIDG, and 183 RF/PF WIA, One VNSF and ten CIDG are
missing in action., Enemy casualties were 591 KIA and 168 captured. MSF Operation
"SNAKEMAN", which was initiated on 29 February terminated during the reporting
period and operation NUI COTO was initiated. Significant successes continued with
operation DELTA SILACKHAWK (formerly DELTA FALCON) and one of the largest caches
ever discovered in RVN was recovered by camp TUYEN NHON on 28 June 1968, IV CTZ
suffered a severe set back when the BA CHUC FCB out of the BA XOAI camp was overun
by the VC. This event is discussed below and in more detail at inclosures 10 and
11, The following significant contacts occurred,

(a) MY PHUOC TAY, A-4113 At 060845 May, a company size element was taken
under fire by estimated company of VC vicinity XS060845. The snemy was armed
with automatic small arma and IMG and were firing from 200 meters North and
Northwest of friendly positlon. Contact was maintained throughout the day until
the operation terminated at 1700 hours, Friendly casualties were one CSF WIA,
Enemy losses included eight VC KIA, 10 WIA. Friendly element destroyed 20
structures and 27 bunkers, l '

(b) MY DIEN II, A-L15: On 10 May, Company D ran a multi-company operation
in the AO between camps TUYEN NHON (A-415) and MY DIEN II. PFriendly forces
consisted of five companies of CSF and twp companiss of MSF, There were
several contacts during the day; the major one occurred at 1030 hours, One
company CSF from MY DIEN II made contact with an estimated two platoons of VC.
After a 30 minute fire fight during which the friendly elsments were supported
by gunships, the VC broks contact in all directions. Final results were one
CSF KIA, one US WIA, three CSF WIA. Enemy losses includad 20 VC KIA, six VC
CIA, and 26 ve KBA. MY DIEN elemant also captured 7 small arms, Tha other
contacts caused additional results of one CSF KIA, one CSF WIA and five VC KIA,
The operation terminated at 102030 when the last of the friendly elements were
extracted,

(c) At 160945 May, four MSF companies were inserted into area vicinity
coordinates WS68888Y as part of DELTA FALCON Operation. They immediately -
made contact with,unknown size VC force armed with automatic small arms,
Heavy contact was maintamod throughout the day until 1700 hours when the VC
broke ccntact and withdrew south, The operation was supported by gunships
throughout the day; LOH's were shot down during the fighting. Final results
were 11 MSF KIA, 16 MSP and four USASF WIA. Enemy losses were seven KIA, two
WIA and 5 small arms captursd,
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(d) MSF and DELTA FALCON again made heavy contact at 1812)0 hrs vicinity
W5917555, They made contact with an esiimated tro comanies VC armed with
automatic small arms, MG and 60mm mortars, The friendly element was extracted
at 1900 hours; contact wasmaintained throughout the day until extraction, Results
were two MSF KIA six MSF WIA, and two USASF VIA, Enemy losses wers 1l VC TTA,
seven small arms were captured along with one PW,

(e) THAH TRI, A-lalh, At 200900 2 multi-campany size oprration from Camp .
THANH TRI made comtact with a reinforced VC company vicinity coordinates X51h0965.
Enemy was armed with automatic small arms, The northern friendly clement attempted

‘a flanking movement but soon found themselves in heavy contact, receiving

machine gun and mortar fire., One USASF and one CSF were killed immediately.
Further contacts throughout the day resultad in total losses of one USASF KIA,
three CSF KIA, one Interpreter, and 10 CSF WIA, Enemy losses were unimown. The
same night an unknown size VC force mortared the TIANH TRI tmse location with
15 rounds of 82mm mortar, There were negative friendly and unknown enemy
casualties, . —_—

() MY DIEN II, A-L16, At 221235 May, one company of VC initiated contact
with one company CSF vicinity coordinates XSL316L2, Enemy was armed with
automatic small arms, MG and B-lLO rockets., After a one hour fire fight, the
friendly element broke contact and withdrew southwest. Results were one USASF
KIA, one USASF WIA along with nine CSF KIA' and seven NIA, Enemy losses were
four VC KIA and one WIA, ‘

(g) NUI COTO Operation, During the month of June, five companies of the
Mobile Strike Force were commi-ted into the VC hase area on COTO Moutain in
the Seven Mountains area as part of the IV Corps Tactical plan of base area
denial., After 11 days of lirht contact, the oririnal five commanies were
replaced with three more Mobile Strike Force companies, The mission of these
companies is to operate as a mobilé puerrilla force, Current nlans call for

" retaining at least three comnanies on the mountain indefinitely,

(h) TUYEN NHON, A-L15. On 1 June two Cambat Reconnaissance Platoons made
contact with an estimated VC battalion armed with AW, Mi and mortars., The CRPs
were working in an combined operation with the US 9th Division, Contact was
maintained until 021L00 hours when the VC withdrew, There were two CSF KIA, CSF
elements making a sweep of the area conf'rmed seven VC KIA; they also captured
weapons and equipment including one M-60 MG, one PRC-10 radin, two homemads CW

ransmitters, 18 small arms and assorted rocket, mortar and small arms ammo,

20
CONFINEMTIAL




KL
AVGB-C 15 Aupust 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(1) THANH TRI, A-l1L. Elements from Camp THANH TRI made contact with an
estimated VC battalion vic coordinates WS989959, The cormpany of CSF moved out
at 06100C hours to aid the CAI DOI FCB which was then under attack, The VC were
armed with automatic weapons, Maching Guns, mortars and rockets, At 061330 a
reaction force (the L/11th ARVN) was dispatched from MOC HQA, They made contact
with another estimated VC battalion vicinity '5990938. At 061615 another reaction
force was mounted from THANH TRI; they made negative contact as they moved to
linkup with the original reaction force., Spooky and gunships supported the
action; airstrikes were also brought in., The friendly element remained in the
area that night and swept the area the following morning. Friendly losses were
two USASF KIA, one VNSF KIA, four CSF KIA and five CSF WIA; they also lost eight
weapons and three radios. Enemy losses were undetermined,

(3) BA XAOI, A-L21: At 112015 June, One platoon CSF from camp BA YAOI was
lifted into an area vicinity V5897663 while working with NELTA BLACKHAVK, They
made contact with an estin~ted VC ecamnany armed with antomatic weapons, machine
guns and rockets and engared in a three hour fire firht durine which they were
supported by DELTA BIACKHAWK gunships, 155 Artillery from CHI LANG and 4.2 inch
mortars from BA XAOI, The-e were negative friendly losses; VC lost 10 KIA, L»
KBA and seven weapons, two B-l0 launchers and assorted ammunition captured.

(k) At 160930 one company of MSF was inserted by DILTA BLACKHAWK into a
suspected VC base area vicinity SX373738. Searching the anparently deserted
camp, the MSF found seven weapons and one kilo of docyments, They also
destroyed a gunsmith shop with an additional seven weaponsj one IMG, four boxes
of tools and one box of booby traps. At 161230 they liberated 19 ARVN Pis
while killing the VC guard. At this time the MSF bepan receivin~ heavy antomatic
weapong fire from an unknown number of VC, The friendlv troops withdrew west
after a 15 minute fire firht; they freed eight more pyg ..nd were extracted at
161610 hours., Total results were one MSF KIA, two WIA, the VC lost seven KIA and
27 ARVN P8 were released.

(1) Early on the morning of the 19th, VC elemants staped a coordinated
attack on friendly installations in the Seven Mountains area, At 0200 hours the
VC harassed the LA QUOC OP (VS926608) with 82mm mortar fire while directing
75mm RR fire at the BA XOAI base camp, But *he main thrust of the attack was
directed at the CSF FUB of BA CHUC where a VO force of battalion plus size
launched a combined mortar and ground attack, At 72?7 all contact was lost with
the FOB and soon afterwards, it was overrum bv the superior enemy unit, A
reaction force arrived in the area early t*he followine nmorfiing consistinpg of one
C5F company from A-149 VI GIA, Three comnanies of RF from TN B7EN, ~nd two
comnanies of Mohile Strike Force, Resulis from the action of the 19*h ware -

Il CF KIA, eight CSF MIA, and one VNSF NIA; friendly forces also lost a ),2
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mortar, one 60 mm and one 81 mm mortar, 61 weanons and nine radios, The ESF
retook the outpost the afternoon of the 20th. Ther remained in ‘he area the
following week and encounteraed only smoradic contact, mostly sniner fire from
an unseen cnemy, During the weel: MSF lost five KIA, Enemy losses were again
unknown.

. (m) OPN TRIPIE TR"AT: A Company D multi-comnany onera‘ion in the area
between CAI CAI and B IIH THAN TMON 2long the Cambodian border during *he last
veek of June. It commenced at NBLO hours on the 25th with the helicopter
insertion of opne companv of MG, Also narticipating ‘ere one corpany of CSF
from CAI CAI and one company of CST from BINI{ THAN THON, There were three
contacts during the first week, the most sirmificant ocrurring at 252120 when
an es*imated reinforced VC Comnany at “T690008 tnok the MS ~lement under fire.

The VC were firing from three sides of the friendly ~r-rent, and were crmed with
automatic weapons, rockets and mortars, Snoolky and gunshins supported the MSF

during the 35 minnte fire fipht after which the VC broke contact and withdrew,

Results were one MSF KIA, two WIA; enemy losses included five VC KIA, one AK—-M
captured,

(n) DELTA BLACKHA' /K Operations At 271030 Jme 1963, one company KEF was
inserted into area vicinity '3036 in conjunction '+ith a DELTA BJACKWUX operation.
They immediately made contact ith an estimated reinforced VC comnany. The
enemy was armed with antomatic weanons, machine runs, rockets and mort-rs,

ATter 29 minutes of h:avy Tirhtin~ it apoe~red the* the 0 were reinforeing to
battalion strength. At 1135 hours one additional MS™ Comnany was inscrted,
Contact continued and at 1400 hours the L/11*h AWM «w-a alan committed, T» :
the early evening three comaanics CSF from KINH QUAN IT (A-412) were also committed.
Spooky and:punshins supportaed the engasement 4 one with six airstrikes, Lotivaue
was brolten late on the 27th; 2lements renained in *ha srea for security and to
rocover the bodies the following mornin~, Total results were two USAST TIA,
four USASF WIA, eipht MOF VIA, VC losses were gix KIA and three weapons capturad.
Friendly elements ware extracted at 251100,

(o) TUYEW MM, A-L153 At 201400 hours, two commanies of CSF and one CRP
were inserted into a suspocted cache site vicinity X57593, The CSF discovered
three caches in the area containine an evtensive amount of wranons and equirment,
It included over 300 small arms, 60 and 82mm mortars, recoilleas rif’es, 300,000
rounds AK-L7 ammo and tons of machinery, includin~ a metal l1%he, Friendly units
remained in the area that nipht ~3 sacurity for ‘he emmipment which was 2ot
extracted that day, The followirs morning an additinnal cache was found in the
same gencral area, Thare uns nepative contact throurhout the nariod,
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(p) On 1 July 1968, two platoons. of CSF, and *hree USASF were inserted in
conjunction with a DELTA BLACKHAWK operation, Upon insertion the CSF element
initiated contact with an estimated 200 VC armed with 57m~ RR, machine guns,
and small arms, After a 30 minute fire fight, the 7C broke contact and withdrew
in an unknown direction. Total results of this action were, negative friendly
casualties; enemy: one VC KIA, two VC KBA; two 57mm RR, 160 9mm pistols, six
RPG~7 rounds, 148 57RR rounds, four AP mines, two AK-47 drum magazines, LZ cases
of AK-47 ammo, four 57mm RR tripoeds, six cases first aid packets, eigh® cases
of medical supplies, 55 82mm mortar rounds, 8l B-LO rockets, 56 60 mortar rounds,
two field telephones, 501bs documents, and 17,000 assorted small arms rounds were
captured, Destroyed were 29 sampars nnd 600 lbs of rice.

(q) On 6 July, 1 platoon of CSF from Detachment A-LZ1 initiated contact
with a company of VC armed with machine guns, autamatic weapons, and small arms.
After a 1 hour fire fight the enemy broke contact and 'ithdrew leaving
miscellaneous personnel equipment and clothing,

(r) On 17 July, 2 companies of MSF on a recon in force operation were
,ambushed by an unknown number of VC, Enemy was armed with small arms, sutomatic
weapons, B-LO rockets and mortars, Contact ranged from sporadiec to heavy
throughout  the day. Total results of this operation werey UL USASF WIA, § MSF
KIA, 19 MSF and 1 VNSF WIA, 2 MSF MIA, Enemy losses were 3 VC KIA,

(5) Special Operations.

(a) OPSRATION SAMURAT 7 (Det'B-52, PROJUCT DELTA): Operation SAMURAI V
was conducted in the I CTZ during the period 19 Aoril through 20 May 1968, in
an AO bordered by the THUA THIEN and QUANG NHAI provinces, The detachment was
OPCON to CG, III MAF, Danang. During this period PROJECT DELTA employed the
following elements:

RECONNAISSANCE TDAMS ¢ 18
CIDG ROADRUIMNTR TEAMS: “1h
RANGER COMPANIRS: 2
MOBIIE STRIKE FORCE CQMPANIES: 1
CIDG NUNG BDA PLATOONS: 2

The total friendly losses for this operation consisted of one KIA, six WIA,
six MIA, the total mmber of enemy ldsses during the operation arsz 10 KIA,
15 KBA, two WIA, and two CIA,
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(b) OPERATION RAPIDFIRE IX (Det B-36): From 03 May to 23 May 68, RAPIDFIRE
IX was conducted in HAU NGHIA Province., The mission was to conduct border
surveillance and interdiction operations; the underlying mission was to locate
VC units moving back towards Cambodia from Saigon. To accomplish this wmission,
the following elements were used:

Platoon size patrols of three USASF and 4O MSF,
" Ambush patrols of three USASF and 11 MSF,
Recon/Ambush patrols consisting of three USASF and three MSF,

Thirty-four of the above listed missions were conducted with the following
resultsy 15 VC KIA, three VC captured; two USASF WIA, one MSF KIA, six MSF
WIA; 14 AK-47's, four M-l carbines; one .45 cal pistol, two VC one-time crynto
pads, one SKS rifle, one grenade launcher and five 1bs of documents were
captured; four sampans and 500 lbs of rice were destroyed,

(c) OPERATION TOAN THANG (Det B-36): On 31 May 68, eight ecompsnies of MSF
were moved to TAY NINH Province to begin Operation TOAN THANG, The purpose of
this operation was tomliave enemy pressure on the camp at KATUM, A-322, The
operation was conducted by f.ur MSF ecompanies moving west out of camp TOW LE
CHON arid two MSF campanies moving north from FSB St Barbara, On 021108 June,
two MSF campaniss made contact wit“ an unknown size VC force vie XT522895 set
up in an s~bush position, The WC force trizirered the ambuish with small ams
and RFGs,. The friendly force immediately counterattacked and the VC withdrew
north, e results of this contact werer Five MSF KIA, 26 MSF WIA, one USASF
WIA, Enemy losases wers: Seven VC KIA and six weanons captured. On 021900
June, an ambush patrol from the Mobile Strike Cormmand (MSFC) initiated contact
with the point element of a VC company vic XT 506903 as the VC alement walked
into the ambush, Results weret 10 VC KIA, one SXS and one mortar captured,
There were no friendly losses, On 050730 June, two MSF companies made contact
with two platoons of VC in defensive positions vic XT L95863, The VC opened
fire on the MSF as they were approaching the VC positions, The MSF element held
fast and called in 155mm artillery f*-s from TONG LE CHON, As socon as the fires
lifted, the friendly elsment assault*-u, The VC broke contact and fled north,
Results of the contact included 16 MSF WIA, Enemy losses were five VC KIA,

On 051405 June, two MSF companiss were moving to link up with two other MSP
companies in the Fishhook area, An enemy base camp was located vic XT 489465
and Tac Air and 155 mm artillery were called in, As soon as tha supporting
fires lifted, the MSF companies assaulted the base camp area, The VC were
well dug in and returned a heavy volume of fire hefore breaking contact and
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withdrawing north and east. Results of this contact included eight MSF KIA and
1T MSF WIA, Three VC were KIA and the base camp complex partially destroyed,
On 120915 June, an ambush patrol fram the MSFC vic XT 234772 while in an

ambush position along a north/south trail initiated a contact on a VC snuad
moving south. Results were: Three VC KIA and two VC captured with no friendly
losses., On 171235 June, vic XT 37L93L two companies of MSF, on a sweeping
operation to find VC mortar positions used against KATUM, came upon a VC platoon
in fortified positions. 105mm and 155mm howitzers from Camp KATUM fired in
support and a Light fire team arrived overhead, With heavy fire suppor:, the
MSF assaulted the VC positions, killing seven VC and eanturing mumzrous documents.
One MSF was KIA and four MSF were WIA, Operation TOAN THAMG lasted from 30
May to 20 June 68, Throughout this operation, there were many small zontacts
and skirmishes, The opcration was only partially suc:ssful in its avowed
purpose, that of lessoning the enemy pressure on KATUM, The operation did,
however, put presure on the VC elements in the area and caused them to realize
they were not as secure as they were prior to the MSFC arrival, The total
results of this operation are as follows: two USASF KIA, four USASF WIA, one
UNSF WIA, 25 MSF KIA, 168 MSF WIA, two MSF MIA and one CAR-15 lost, Enemy
casualties were: 66 VC KIA, L2 VC KBA, one VC WIA and two VC captured, Five
AK-lL7s, chree AK-50s, three SKSS, one RFCG, one 60mm mortar, four bicycles
and b,600 lbs of rice were captured, Two bicycles were destroyed,

(d) ©On 6 June 1968, three companies of “he Blst Airborne Ranger Battalion
with PROJZCT DELTA Ranger Advisors and Medical Personnel, along with the
" Vietnamese Delta Training Command, received orders to move to Saigon in support
of the Copital Military District (D), On 7 June 1968, the Alst Abn Ranger Bn
received orders to conduct a search and clear mission in the northern section
of Saigon., The Vietnamese DELTA training command returned to Nha Trang, on . o
28 June 68, The 8lst Atn Ranger Bn, PROJECT DELTA Ranger Advisers and Medical e
Personnel still remained in the Sairon Area, On 8 July 196R, tha Viatnamese
Delta Training Command returned to the Saigon area of cnarations, Since 6
June 1968 through the end of this reporting period, Project DELTA elements in
Saigon participated in 109 Company Day Operations, In Jine, the 8lst Abn
Ranger Bn operated in the northern sec*ion of Saipon and in the GIA DINH area, T
The Bn was in contact almost continuously, attacking against well dug in enemy . T
positions and receiving heavy enemy rocket fire, mortar fire, SA/AW, and sniper
narassment, The 81lst Abn Ranger Bn was credited with 1L5 enemy soldiers killed
(USASF confirmed) and capturing eipht POW's; five B-l0 rocket launchers with 10 .
rounds of ammmition, one LS cal pistol and eight AK-L7 rifles were captured by
the Ranger Bn, In addition, they forced the gurrender of 132 NVA, the largest o
mass surrender in the history of the war, During ‘he month of July, the Flst ' —
Abn Ranger Bn one-ations consisted mostly of search and clear missions *rithin
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the area surrounding Saigon., A total of 11 friendly initiated contacts were
reported, resulting in enemy losses of one XIA, one IA, three CIf and five

detainees. A cumulative of eneny losses ..nflicth by *he 81st Abn Ranger Bn
to date is 146 KIA, three WIA, 11 CIA, and five detainees, while friendly
losses total 23 KIA, 116 WIA,

(e) OP"RATION TOAN THANG II (Det B-36): In mid J'me, Campany A was directed
by CG, II FFORCEV to conduct an operation in the TAOR3 Hf camp LONG ZOAI and
camp CHI LINH to interdict enemy movement south into ‘Jar Zone "D", The operation
uging CSF from both camps znd one battalion of the 36%h M50, began on 23
June with a heliborne assault. On 2426L5, vic YT 008793 the DONG XOAI element
made contact with a VC squad. The VC withdrew nor+heast and linked wp with an
estimated two VC companies. Tac Air was called in and VC broke contset and
moved out to the east, Results were two CSF WIA and four VC KBA, The DONG
XO0AI element continued to follow the VC element and at vic YT 008782, assaulted
the .enemy rear guard element, killing four additional VC, On 2510LS Jume, the
‘MSF element was ambushed by an unknown size VC element, The VC triggered the
ambush too soon and the MSF counterattacked, forcine the VC to fles to the
southeast, Results were four VC KIA and two AK-50 captured, There were
negative friendly casualties. On 300830 June, the DONG I0AI element again made
contact with a VC squad vie XT 969666, VC initiated the contact from a distance
of 50 meters, but immediately broke contact due to CSF fire superiority and
withdrew east, Results included one USASF IA, two VNSF "TIA, two CSF KIA and
one C3F VIA, g,\Enemy losses wers two VC KIA and three VC WIA,

(£) OPERATION TOAN THANG IXI (Det B-36): On 0OLO60O July Phase III of Opn
TOAN THANG was initiated by three companies from the 36th MSFC cambined with CSF
companies from CHI LINH and DONG XOAI, The mission was to execute a combined
foot-airmobile operation on OLO600 July 1968 from camps CHI LINH and DON XOAI
to conduct reconnaissance in force operations north and south of Highway 13
and east and west along Highway 13, They had learned through intelligence
sources that enemy base camps were located in that area, The only significant
encounter with the enemy was made on 061210 July hen the CHI LINH Camp Strike
Force alement engaged an estimated two campanies of VC, vicinity of XT 971712,
The CSF initiated the contact from a distance of 15 meters, immediately destroying
seven motorbikes loaded with ten 100 1b bags of rice, It was noted that several
motorbikes had lipght machineguns mounted on the handlebars . none wers captured).
The VC broke contact irmediately and withdrew in an unknown direction. A FAu
directed airstrikes and artillery onto the enemy positions., The final results of
the contact were negative friendly casualties and two VC KBA,
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- (g) On 121030 July, 362d and 363d battalions of the 36th Mcbile Strike
Force began "CHINA BOY I", The CG, II FFORCEV directed the 36th MSFC to
conduct reconnaissance in force opetrations in Camp BEN S0Is TAMR.. At tha same
time, the 36th MSFC Reconnaissance Company was to conduct long-range recon-
~nalssance missions in the same area, The only significant contact was made om
151840 when an estimated NVA company assaulted the RON position of four MSF
caupanies, The contact continued through the night with artillery, LFT's,
Tac Air, and Super Spoocky being used for support. The NVA reinforced their
element ith additional troops and placed fire (82mm mortar, automatic weapons
and RPGA) on the friendly positions until 1461030 when the contact was broken,
The friendly losses were two MSF KIA and L7 MSF WIA (most were minor fragment
wounds), Enemy losses were 52 VC KBA (USASF BC), Captured were one 7.62 M3,
four L AK-50, one AK-L7, four RPD, four RFG-2, 18 B-4O rocket rounds, six -
RFG.7 rounds, seven rds 6lmm mortar, 10 RPD ammo drums, two rifle grenades,
18 hand grenades, thres cans 7,62 ammo, medical supplies and documents, It is
believed that the enemy had expected to encounter a routine CSF operation,
using a minimum of force, therefore over comitted his position and suffered
heavy casualties, ‘
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d. Plans and Organization.

_(1) Long-range Plins/Concegts.

(a) A comprehensive study entitled "The Concept of Operations for the Role
of Special Forces in RVN" yas published by this headquarters on 13 April 1968 and
submitted to MACV for approval in late April, The purpose of this study was to
analyze.the pmresent conflict as it relates to the CIDG program and to present
recommendations for changes in the concept of operations. The study evaluated
past and present programs, problems, future concepts and possible post hostilities
activities, The primary proposals made in the study concerned the Camp Strike
Force (CSF) and Mobile Strike Force (MSF), ’

(b) At the same time this study was presented to MACV , 8 MOT&E was submitted
to USARV to support the planned concept and realignment of CIDG ANSF/USASF
forces, This MTO&E is discussed in more detail in paragraph 1d(6) below,

(c) With the exception of recommendations vertaining to reorganization of
the mobile strike force, the major proposals in the study were disapproved, The
Mobile Strike Force Command (MSFC)wag accepted enthusiastically; however, the
reorganization had to be accomplished with the currently authorized persomnel
assets, Therefore, the MTO4E was disapproved br USARV, No indication was given
as to when or if additional persomnel would be available.

(2) Current Plans/Concepts.,

(a) On 1 August 1968, this headquarters submitted to MACV a concept of
operations concerning the use of assets within 5th SFGA to achieve overall
objectives through CY 69, Once approved, this letter will be used as a basis for
Annex K to Combined Campaign Plan AB-1hli, This plan is produced annually in
bilingual form by MACV/JGS and assigns concepts and missions to the Sth SFGA for
the calendar year. The concept submitted for CI 69 was generally an extension
of plans outlined in AB-lh3, However, one obvious difference was the exclusion
of specific plans related to new camps, camp conversions, camp transfers, and
other proposals which can charipe according to the gsituation. Past experiences
with AB~1l3 have indicated that detailed planning in country-wide combined
campaizn planning is not feasible, Too often conventional commanders have
persisted in pursuing plans which were outdated and in need of revision in light
of the current situation; therefore, the concept letter for CY 69 was directed
at the broad, general concept of operations,
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(b) On 22 June, CQMUSMACV directed that no further quarterly reviews would
be required on Annex K to AB-143, the Combined Campaign Plan for CY 68, A1l
plans for new camps were disapproved and directives were given to increase
emphasis on mobile strike force operations,

(3) General S5th SFGA Plans for CY 69.

(a) Open seven (7) new camps,

(b) Open two (2) mission suppert sites.

(c¢) Close or convert nine (9) camps to RF/PF,

(d) Transfer three (3) camps to VNSF control.

(e) These plans are based on the current situation and are naturally subject
to change, As the lst quarter CY &9 approaches, this headquarters will publish
a plan to implement one or more of those actions listed above or will substitute

more appropriate courses of action as the situwation dictates.

(L) CIDG Force Structure,

(a) - As mentioned in paragraph 1d(1)(c) above, the reorganization of the MSF
was approved and Sth SFGA irmediately adbpted a phased program of reorganization
td establish Mobile Strike Force Comands (MSFC) in each CTZ and a comntry-wide
resarve baged at the SF(B in Nha Trang. The organization of the MSF Rifle,
Eeconnaissance and M) and Service Companies, and missions assigned these units
id reflected in inelosurs 12.

i (b) In order to provide personnel to expand the MSP, 4t was necessary to
realign the force structure and the unit authorizetions in each CTZ, This
realignmnnt was accomplished by shifting Camp Strike Force (CSF) spaces over
ta MSF spaces, This trade off was at a ratio of 1,9 CSF to 1 MSF, The
reduction in CSF spaces did not adversely affect the oper~tions of the CIDG
cans as strengths previously authorized wers never used or required,

| (¢) Organization of the MSFC is progressing steadily and requests for
additional MSF Battalions in I and II CTZ were sutmitted and apmroved, It is
envisioned that further expansien wlll be in order for late CY 69, The
current organization and indigsnous strengths are deplcted below,

|
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crz (RGANIZATION ~ QUANITY STRENGTH
(SFOB Nha Trang)

MSP Bn 2 104
M and Sve Co 1 32
Total ' 1430

(5) VNSF Force Structurs,

(a) Little has been accamplished in changing the VNSF Force structure., A
new MTC&E was submitted to J0S in June, This MTOLE included an addition of a
Deputy Cammander's section. Space increases of 479 are planned for CY 1969,
This increase will include a M and Sve Co, and a sixth rifle company for the
81lst Abn Ranger Battalion of Project Delta,

(b) The VNSF B Datachment at Chau Doc has been projected far close-out on
I August 1968 and will move to CAN THO as the counterpart of B-LO Mobile Strike
Force Command,

(¢) Tne VNSP B Detachment (B-17) at DUC HOA is scheduled for closure and
relocation to II CTZ as the counterpart to B-20 Mobile Strike Force Command,

(d) One camp, BEN SOI, was transferred o complete VNSF control during
this reporting period, Progess of the ‘camp has been satisfactory, however,
lack of qualified VNSF continues to be the main obatacle to further advances
in this progran.

(6) USASP Force Structure.

(a) In May 1968, BY Sth SFOA sutmitted an adjusted MTCE, This MT(E would
have sxpanded the total strength of the Sth SFGA by 1202 spaces, It called for
an increase at "C" and "B" Detachment lswl as well as at Croup Headquarters,

. This MR was disapproved by HQ USARV because of troop ceilings impcsed bty DA,
Prosent plans call for a stringent manpower survey to be made of the entire
Group with the idea of reducing the strength by 100 spaces and achieving a
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better utilization of personnel assets. The Forward Supply Points, CIDG .
Hospitals, and the Conmand Liaison Detachment are especially in critical nee
of additional personnel, In that these activities are not authorized under
the MTCE, there is no basis to requisition perscnnel for these slots,

(b) During the reporting period, three new "B" Detachmwnts (B-16, B-20,
and B-l40) were arganized to become command und control elements for the Mobile
Strike Force Commands, The B-55 desismation was removed from Saigon and re-
aestablished in Nha Trang in place of A-502 as the C&C elements of the SSth
Mobile Strike Force Command, The Saigon Detacinuunt was redesignated the Cammand
Liajeon Detachment. Detactment B-Ll was converted to RF/PF and personnel assets
were absorbed into the C detachment for utilization in the Mobile Strike Force
Coammand B detachment., Detachments B-35 and B.42 are scheduled for closure on
19 Sep 68 and 1 Aug 68 respectively, ’ . '

(7) I Corps '!“-.ctiéag.‘ Zone (Cagg_nr c).

(a) Current Plans include emphasis on four areas: (1) Refresher training
in marksmanship and small wnit patrolling techniques; (2) increased ambush
patrols, since the tactical situation calls for saturation patrolling, and more
recon-ambush patrols; (3) briefings and debrieTings, to include the use of
sandtables and more complete debriefing reports (purpose:r to better document
intelligence gathered and to better acquaint CIDG with operation plans); (L)
contingency plans, ,

(v) Contingsncy Plans, CG, III MAF has tasked three of its subordinate
units to prepare and rehearse contingency plans for the reinforcement of CIDG
camps under immediate threat of attack, Units and camps for which they are
responsible are as follows: ‘

AMERICAL DIVISION: k-102 TIEN PHUOC

A-103 GIA VUC
A-10L BA THAMH
A-106 Bk TO

A-107 TRA BONG

K-108 MINH LONG
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FIRST MARINE DIVISION: ~A-105 NONG SON
‘A-109 THUNG DUC
THIRD MARINE DIVISION: R-101 MAI IOC

Detailed Operation Orders have been prepared by each Livision and rehearsals
are presently being conducted, Americal rehearsals are preceeded by two days
of messages between units concerned which indicate the enemy build-up, deploy
the Mobile Strike Force and finally request relief by *he Division., This not
ponly adds realism to the rehearsal, but also checks procedures and times., Two
infantry companies and an artill:ry battery remain in the TAOR running joint
operations with CIIG for periods of L8 to 72 hours, After action reports on
each rehearsal are prepared and filed with operation orders. The degree of
effort and enthusiasm so far displayed by these Divisions has been outstanding.

(¢) Long-Range Plans include the conversion of one camp to VNSF control
during CY 1969, This conversion had been planned for CY 1968 but the Tet and
May offensive together with the loss of camp Kham Duc prevented it. It has been
recommended by VNSF that two American advisors remain with this camp to coordinate
joint activities with FWMF due to the frequency of joint operations with those
forces.

(d) CIDG force structure will remain unchaneed, except for increases
resulting from opening new camps and bringing present CIDG comnanies up to
strength., VNSF and USASF force structure will remain unchanged except for
increases occasioned by added MSF Bn for CY 69,

{8) 1I Corps Tactical Zone (Company B),

.a) Current Plans. Current plans call for emphasis on small unit recon-
nalgsance operations and increased surveillance of known base areas and infil-
tration routes,

(v) Long-Range Plans, Plans call for closing or converting six camps to
RF/PF and relocation of oné detachment to a border area, :

(9) IIX Corps Tactical Zone (Campany A).

(a) Current Plans/Concepts. During this reporting period, the plan for
utilization of CIDG forces in III CTZ was to react to intelligence of large
scale infiltration from Cambodia into tbg ITI CTZ, The G, II FFV (OPCON
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Headquarters), using the 36th MSFC, directed operations in northern TAY NINH
Province, northern and eastern PHUOC LONG Province, and western HAU NGHIA

Province. In all of these large operations, the mission of locating VC infil-
tration routes and capturing prisoners/documents were the main concept, The

A detachments intensified their border operations, H&I fires increased, "Arclight”
and "Sky Spot" strikes were tripled all along the main border infiltration

routes, A "Super Spooky" (C-130 with mini-guns, machineguns, rockets) was assigned
to Co A to be utilized at night to detect and engage infiltration targets., This
aircraft was extremely successful.

(v) Logg-ﬂarge Plans/Concepts. The tactical plans and concapts remain the
same, Additional emphasis is to be placed on training. Sniper training (1lh-day
course) and "Quick-Kill" training will be stressed for all CIDG in II CTZ, It is
envisioned that every CIDG in the II CTZ will attend these two courses as well as
refresher training at TRANG SUP, the II CTZ Training Center, It 1s hoped that
the M-16 rifle will be in the ha.nds of all the MSF, Thia alone will influence
many future plans/concepta.

- (c) Organization/Force Develoggent. The organization of Co A remains.
constant except that the 36th MSFC was recently organized into a Mobile Strike
Force Cammand, C

(10) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D), There were no significant’ planning
activities or changes in organization which occurred in Company D excspt the -
reorganization of the MSF into the LOth MSFC,,
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¢. Training,

(1) General. The highlight of this reporting period was the command and
staff emphasis the VN&F have placed on training. Through their willingness to
go all out on training, we were able to draw up a standardized Program of
Instruction for MSF/CSF refresher training and on-site training programs. In
addition, plans are underway to form four Mobile Training Teams composed of one
American and one Vietnamsse officer and two non-commissioned officers. These teams
will have the mission of going to each CTZ and giving on-site training to MSF
company sizad units, All personnel in the grade of Captain and below, excluding
Serpeant Major E9, are required to attend the Combat Orientation Course (COC) at
the SfOB, ppproximately 10% of the parsonnel reporting to the SFOB have had
previous tours in Vietnam, Another 10% are non-airborme qualifiea and over 20%
are not prefix "3" or suffix-uS0 qualified, Because of this situation we have
expanded our POI for the COC, The greatest deficiency in training continues to be
the inability to read a map, Over Mﬂn&&-{&ilm_mp test, A
program which will provide for remedial training and re-testing is being developed.
Another difficulty we have encountered is lack of knowledge and experience in
patrolling, The patrolling training program being conducted on HON TRE ISLAND is
eapectea 0 remedy-this situation. At the S3 training confsrence held at the SFOB
in July, the company S3's were asked to comment on the training given the replace-
ments before they report to their units, All comments were favorable,

(2) I Cogps Tactical Zone (Company C).

(a) The training progrefi 1n { Corps is in a state of flux, The loss of our
training cemter and components at Kham Duec on May 12 has required us to establish
& new corps training center and new training program. Three general courses of
action were availables after the evacuation of Camp Xhaw Duc: (1) establish the
new training center at a location separate from our present camps, (2) establish
the center in Danang, ard (3) wstablish the center in conjunction with one of our
established camps., The lattser course of action was chosen. Presently the new I
Corps training center is being established at Camp Ha Thanh,

(b) The training center at Camp Ha Thanh is presently under construction on
a hill adjacent to the camp, When completed, the camp and the training center will
be mitually supporting. The centsr is being constructed by the Sea Bees, Camp HA
THANH personnel and the recruits themselves, It is estimated the center is LO%
completed, Temporary quarters, a small arms range, individual fighting positions
and bunkers have been completed. Construetion is continuing or will soon #*art on
permanent, sleeping, mess and medical facilities, an infiltration course, an
obstacle course, and a recoilless rifle range,
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(¢) The present training program is the pilot program.| Although the training
center has nine of the authorised training cadre from camp KHAM DUC, thx are
starting from scratch. All previous training aids were lost at Camp KHAM DUC, New
training aids are being requisitioned from the training aids center located here in
DANANG, Changes in the ‘training program will be made as necessary.

(d) The present training cycle of 150 recruits began oh 15 July and is scheduled
to end on 9 September. The present eight week course consists of 397 hours of
instruction; 1034 hours General Subjects, 116 hours Weapons| Training ard 177- hours of
tactics including a 50 hour FIX, 4 second training cycle is scheduled to start in
the near future dependent on the status of the training fa ties,

(e) REach camp now has a systsm of retraining of CSF CEP personnel but it is
not a uniform program throughout I Corps, I Corps is attempting to estsblish a
standarized retraining program for the Corps consistent with the tactical situation.
The training program will consist of two one week training period based upon the
training listed in the A Detachment Handbook.

(3) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(s) At the present time CIDG training is conducted in the camp areas except
for CRP training, New recruits receive a basic six week training course; veterans
who are recruited receive a two week refresher course, Mobile Strike Porce recruits
receive six weeks basic and one week of airborne training. |As a result of the
increased emphasis on training, indications are that C personnel are more confident
in their abilities when in contact with enemy forces and are more willing to maintain
contact once established,

() The inclurion of "quick kill® into the MSFC training program during a test
phase proved an invaluable aid in more effective marksmanship training, Full
implementation of training according to the F¥C PUL began in June, The company

which received the training has not been evaluatad Im tombat. It has participated
in operations, failed to maks contact, o

ns, bub Jatiec X0 Make
(4) III Corps Tactical Zone (Company A).

(a) The III Corps Tactical Zone Training Center maintains 350-500 CIDG 4n
training at the Center at all times, The tasic training lasts six weeks, with a
Jour Wesl w=afresher training course being conducted for the units displaying poor
tactics during jctual field combat. A major area of concexﬂ has been the procurement.
or bi-iateral training aids, i.e.,, text books, i

|
(b) The overall level of training knowledge retained by the CIDG is very
limited, Thim= retainability is directly proportional to their desire and often leaves
8 lot to te desired, The VNS training level is below par, particularly in the
leadeurship field. This is very apparent when applied to leading milti-ethnic CIDG
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personnel, Only time and patience will overcome this problem, The USASF training
level has decreased with the new influx of junior enlisted and officer material.
This lack of sufficiently trained USASF personnel has hindered to some degree the
overall quality of the detachments; but not to the point of diminishing returns,

(5) IV Corps Tactical Zone {Company D).

(a) CIDG Training Status. Due to an intensive recruiting program a majority
of the CIDG personnel in IV Corps are untrained or partially trained. The training
-center at TO CHAU has prepared a program of instruction where the companies will be
trained on a rotating basis,

(6) MACV Recondo School, The MACV Recondo School is tasked with the dual
misaion of training selectad FWMAF personnel in the techniques of long-range
reconnaissanee and conducting an orientation course for incoming personnel assigned
to the 5th Special Forces Group {Abn).

(a) Status of Personnel Training. The selection criteria for Reconde students
is outlined in USARV Regulation 350-2 and requires all students to be volunteers, to
have been assigned in country for at least one month, to have at least three months
retainability, to be proM%ramed for assignment to a long-range reconnaissance unit,
and have a combat arms M05, It has been found that many of the students are not
volunteers and lack sufficient knowledge in general military subjects. Map reading
accounts for the largest percentage of failures and is directly attributable to a
lack of experience and prior training, Incoming personnel assigned to the 5th SFGA
represent a8 broad spectrum of experience and ability, Company grade of{icers and
enlisted personnel E-8 and below who have not recently completed a tour of duty in
the Republic of Vietnam are required to attend a nine day course of instruction.
Student backgrounds include in-country transfers to Special Forces. renert gradustes
of the Unconventional Warfare School at Fort Bragg, non-salrborne Special Farces
qualified personnel assigned to support activities, and combat testea veverans.
Although some have attended pre-deployment crientation courses, thelr progress is
generally on a par with the others in both physical and academic areas,

(b) Recondo Training Program., Recondo training consists of 2863 hours of
instruction taught over a three wesk period. Classes normally consist of o5
students and are scheduled with an overlap so that a class commences and another
graduates every two weeks, The instruction is designed to qualify personnel as
long-range reconnaissance team leaders and team members,Students are responsible
for learning the duties of all members of the team, Students are formed into six
man teams and are continually observed by a cadre team advisor., The first week
consists of academic subjects while the second week is spent on a field training
exercise practicing the newly acquired skills, The final week consists of deploy-
ment on an actual combat operation under the scrutiny of the team advisor. Six man
teams are inserted by utilizing rubber hoats; stay behind and helicopters, with the
latter being the most utilized and preferred method.
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(¢) Replacement Trainirg Program, The Combat Orientation Course (cocy
consists of a nine day program designed to orient, famiMaaze and acclimate
incoming Special Forces personnel. The first six days are spent in the class-
room on subjects which are felt t> be of immediate value or of operational

"necessity, Personnel are updated on the nature of the conflict and changes in
strategy and techniques. The final three days consist of a combination field
training exarcise and combat operation.

(d) Methods and Technigues., Recondo students are formed and trained as
six man teams., Map reading, alertness, attention to detail, discipline, physical
training and lesscus lsarred are stressed throughout the course, Bmployment
techniques consist mainly cf utilizing helicopters for team insertion and support.
All activity and training is centered around the team concept as they engage in
such exercises as jungle lane firing, immediate action drill, instinct firing
and patrolling, The COC student is processed and assigned as an integral part
of the course of instruction, ddvisor and counterpart relationships are continually
stressed, Lessons learned are included in all classes and are continually reviewed
as well as being made available to students, :

(e) Cadre Strengths, The Recondo School is allocated personnel as outlined
in TDA P5- 00 and consists of five officers and forty-one enlisted personnel.
With the assignment of the additional mission of conducting a orientation course,
two officers -and ten enlisted personnel were authorized VOO 5th SFGA for an
aggregate of seven officers and fifty-one enlisted, Presently assigned are seven
officers and fifty-four enlisted personnel.

(£) Major Problems, COC students were initially programmed to participate
in a combat operation which would terminate the course -© ‘natmistine, The
increased input of student personnel and the inability of supporting units to
profitably employ the studentr,-esulted in a back los ~f personnel andt aaverse
comments on critique sheets, .tecondo students wer: losing valuable training
time in movement to outlying areas during their second week, Ousmmaiing vilicel,
5th SFGA requested that a survival training area be constructed but real estate
was unavailable within the local area, The island of HON LON/HON TRE was
established as a training site and has resulted in a series of highly successful
training experiments, Pacilities being constructed include jungle firing lanes,
instinct firing, land navigation course, M-79 range, grenade range, zero range,
mortar and TAC aipr adjustment training areas; and survival training diiplays.
Travel time was reduced, training time was increased due to rescheduling and a
more effectivé and realistic program has been initiated,

{g) Results of Training Programs. Recondo Totals: Graduated 197, Students
entered 354, certificate of attendance nine, CUC Totals: Entered 675, Graduated

507, unsatisfactory 168,

.
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(7) MNSF Training Center (Detachment B=51). During the reporting period,
this detachment continued to successfully fulfill its principal misslon of
advising and assisting the VNSF training center in training both VNSF and CIDG
personnel, ,

(a) Programs ard Results. Nine of the thirteen courses of instruction
available at the training center were in session during this quarter. Courses
conducted and results were as follows: r

. NO
COURSE NO ' COURSE "COMVENCED GRADUATED  'STUDENTS -
12 VNSF off & NCO Basic 184pr68  17Julé8 &L
4 VNSF Badio Operator 2MNovbT 25Mayt 8 21
3 VNSF Basic Airborne 2May68  22Mayb8 122
A VNSF Basic Airborne 17Juné8  10Julés 100
30 CIDG Leadership 18Apré8  22Mayé8 93
31 CIDG Leadership 3Junb8  9Julés 91
32 CIDG Leadership 15Jul68 - ) §
28 CRp LApr8 9Mayb 8 212
29 CRp 21Mayb8  25Juné8 134
30 . CRP - ~ 26Juné8  31Julé8 217
5 ~ MSF Basic Airbome 28May68 8Juné8 131
6 MSF Basic Airborne 12Julé8 20Julés 192
n US Basic Airborne 17Juné8 30Juné8 27
3 Tae Xwon Do (Karate) 19Febb8 27Julé8 21
Special ' .
Course MSF Refresher © o 29Julés - 1115

(b) advisory Efforts. Advisory and assietance efforts were concentrated in
the areas of improving effectiveness of instruction and adequacy of training
facilities, respectively. Concerning the improvement of instruction, Joint
meetings continued to be held between VNSF Instructional Committee Chiefs and
their USASF advisor counterparts to discuss problem areas and to project and
place a priority on all future requirements. Such meetings, coupled with daily
contact of advisors with their respective committees, are extremely effective
in insuring continued progress in instructional effectiveness, Furthermre,
visits of instructor personnel along with their USAST advisors to other
Vietnamese training centers, such as that at DUC MY, help broaden thought in
guch areas as training apparatus; facilities, procedures, and training aids,

(¢) Resuitz of many Joint meetinge and visits reslized during the
reporting pesrod include the initiation of Quick Kill instruction to all CRP,
CIDG Leadership, and VNSF Basic Course students, and also the initiation of a
major training aids acquisitvion program. Under this program all committee
chiefs and advisors have made a concerted effort to determine all present
requirements for training aida in their respective areas of instruction. A
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required training aids that are not provided br the IT Corps Training Aids con-
structim and storage area, which recently agreed to support the training
center, will be requested of the training aid construction and storage facility
of the 1lst Special Forces Groun during a visit to Okinawa to be made soon,

(d) Translation of all CRP Course and CIDG Leadership Course lesson plans
into English is now 65% complete, and are a considerable aid to USASF advisors
in rendering sugpgestions to improve on material now being taught, In an effort
to sumount a major language problem caused by a mixture of Vietnamese and
various Montagnard troops that attend these two courses, the 30th CRP Course
was divided into sactions, Vietnamese and Montagnard, with separate but identical
instructions given to each on a trial basis, This method proved to be a
sgtirfactory, though not a comnletely effective interim course of action whils -he
training center awaits the assignment o7 twelve Montagnad instructors schedulec
to take over all instruction given to Montagnard troops.

(e) Improvement of Training Facilities, The following projects were
campleted during the renorting period,

A new cable tightening system was devised and installed for the eight
cables of the 34 foot jump tower.

Firins lanes and a new training aids storage facility were installed
on the demolitions range. -

A 36! rapelling tower with a modification which allows helicopter
rapelling training was constructed,

(f) Problems. Major problems that continue to hinder effective training
include the lack of experienced VNSF instrucor persomnel and *he lack of adecduate
MAP funding to support the VIISF effort, A strong and fresh command emphasis on
this training center's activities has been realized during the reporting period,
This added emphasis by both USASF ar’ VIISF cormanders has caused a very evident
change for the better in support of the center, and is indicative of further
future progress of a significant nature.

f. Cambat Developments,

(1) During the reporting period, two significant projects in the realm of
combat developments were undertaken, Project DUCIBLIND was terminated during the
quarter and project SQUJIA was initiated., Results of evaluation on Project
DUCKBLIND were forwarded to ACTIV, HQ USARV. As of *his writine Projeqt SONJIA
is still in the planning and preparation stage. '

(2) Two new items were tested during the period.
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(a) 5th Special Forces Group received and tested five 35mm half frame
cameras built into 7X50 binoculars., Reports from the field indicate that the
binocuiars are excellent when used on the ground. However when used from
fixed wing aircraft, it was found that the shutter speed was not fast enough
to eliminate the distortion caused by the motion of the aircraft.

{b) The elevated site marker balloon was tested by Detachment B-52 and the
MACV Recondo School, Both smits submitted that the balloon was unsatisfactory.
The main deficiency was that the balloon was complete],y unstable and uncontrollable
in any degra2e of wind,

8. Aviation,

(1) Army Aviation Support: The companies continue to receive Army aviation
support from units within their own Corps Tactical Zone. Headquarters, 5th Specisl
Forces Group (Abn) receives from IFFOFUEV resources two UH-1 helicopters and two
1A fixed wing aircraft daily to support j+g command/control and administrative
aviation requirsments., In addition U=-21 fixed wing support for the commander is
gA rovided by MACV and IFFORUEV, IFFORCEV also provides aviation support for the

CV Recondo School and the Nha Trang Installation Defense Command. Due to a
shortage of replacement L-13 engines for the UH-1H helicopter, the following
measures were taken by this headquarters to assist in the effort to conserve 1-13
engine time:

(a) A daily administrative UH-1 helicopter flight from the SFOB to Cam Ranh
Ba% was eliminated. Personnel are now backloaded on USAF C-7A flights to Cam Ranh

(b) Fixed‘wing aviation support is requested for airfield to airfield flights,

(¢) Use of USAF common user passenger flights available at USAF gerial ports’
throughout Vietnam is encouraged for incountry travel, thereby reducing the number.
of administrative flights required to support the Group.

(2) Tactical Airlift Support: The 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) has no
organic Tactical Airlift Logistical Support in South Vietnam. All logistical air-
1ift support is supplied by Commander, 7AF, through Commander 834th Air Division,
This support consists of eight C-7A aircraft daily on a common user service, and
four C-123's on a common service operating schedule basis, additional C-130, 0-123,
and C-7A support can be obtained by submitting an airlift request to Military
Aszistance Command Vietnam J-/ Transportation Movement Authority. The airlift
request is reviewea K adayrsed or disapproved for air movement by MACV J.i TMA, vhen
an airlift request is approved, a priority is placad on the request in accordance
with MACV Directives. The request then becomes a requirement and is submitted by
THA to the 834th AD Alrlift Control Center (ALLC), ALCC in turn directs the

CONF I DENT I AL




Cﬂf.ﬁ 5-' F)ii‘ﬂ.? I\
. ‘ L«!‘J .

. AVGB_¢ e TIAL 15 August 1968
SUBJECT: OQperational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending

31 July 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (RL) (U)

exesution of this required airiift, By using the three above stated systems the
5th Special Forces Group (Abn) averages a monthly logistical movement in excess
of 12,000 tons,

(3) Tactical Fighter Support. A Spetial Forces FAC Study Group met for
three days at the SFOB or. 26-28 Juiy 68, The purpose of this meeting was to
resolve the shortages of FAC's presently supporting Special Forces operations in
the four CTZ9¢ The group proposai was presented to the TACC Commander, General
McLaughlin, aud accepted for amplementation by 1 Oct 68. FACts and aircraft will
be assigned to all Mobile Strike For:e Commands and "B" Detachments, Each "B"
Detachment FAC will be responsibie for all the #A" Camp Tactical Air Support under
his "B" Detachment, 4 US 10 {Atr Ligison Officer) will be assigned to each "C"
Detachment and have direst ::mmand and control of all Special Forces FAC's in that
CTZ, s3pecial operations and Mobile Strike Force Commands (MSFC) will have complete
USAF Tactical Air Control Parties {TACP!s) assigned to their unit. This will
consist of three PAC’s, twc aircraft. *wo radio operators, and two crew chiefs.
They, as well as all other Special Porcss FAC's, will live with their assigned unit
80 as to attain maximum combat effectiveness, smooth coordination and planning,

and immediate reaction time,

(4) I Corps Tacti:al Zons (Company C).

(a) Army Aniation Support, The latter portion of the reporting period saw
an increase in the number of combat assaults by company C and more combat assaults
are planned in the near future, Helicopier support for the three northern camps
is provided by the lst Marine Wing located at Danang, Support from this unit, to
include medizal svacuations, 1s poor. Th-v have a relatively small number of
helicopters and it is very rare when helicopters are made available for combat
assaulte, The reaction time for Marine medical evacuations is very slow; the
majority of medical evacuations are from Army sources out of Chu Lai. Helicopter
support for ths six southern camps is provided by the Americal Division and the
18th AVN Bn located st Chu lai. Ex:ellent support has been received from the
Americal Divis:icn in conducting combat atsaul:i:., Presentlv company C Fas a
priority just beiow their own czmbat elemen-s. The wmy heiisopters out or
Chu La: have also provided excellent suppsre 2o samps NUNU DUN ana InvwUNG DUC;
normally support for these amps is suppcsed to come from Marine Corps sources,
Two UH-1D helizopters are assigned to Company C, on a weekly basis, These
helicopters are used as c¢cruaard ard control ahips resupply, medevac, and for
administrative mi¢s:ons, They are the principal means ¢f shuttling mail and
personnel between the various :amps and the C team. These two ships are always

immediately responsiive *¢ our needs,
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(b) Tactical Airlift Support. Tactical airlift support in I CTZ has always
been responsive and provided excellent support.

(¢) Tactical Pighter rt. Tactical fighter support is outstanding. At
the present time, Company C is conducting a program in which liaison visits to
CIDG camps are arranged for the pilots of the supporting air wings tasked to
provide tactical air support. These visits have led to a better understanding
between the camp personnel and pilots of each others' operations.

(5) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(s) Army Aviation Support. Increased availability of rotary wing aircraft
for tactical needs has greatly enhanced operational capabilities. However, the
lack of aircraft to perform command/support/liaison activities continues to
limit efficiency within the Special Forces efforts in II CTZ,

(b) Tactical Airlift Support. Tactical alrlift support has always been
excellent.

(¢) Tactical Pighter Support. Taccical fighter support has been excellent
throughout the period. The proposal to place FAC's at all B detachments would

éreat.ly enhance TAC air coverage. , Presently, Province FAC's provide coverage for
IDG operations. This is a division of effort and contimucus FAC coverage is not
available. Addition of FAC’s at B detachments would insure continuous coverage of
CIDG operations.

(6) 11l Corpa Tactical Zons (Company A). Airlift support during the reporting
period was particularly notable in III CTZ. Dnring the month of May, there were
two fairly large troop moves of the Mobile Strike Force., The first move took place
on the 24th of May, moving these forces from DUC HOA to LONG HAI. The move lifted
1210 men and their equipment in 19 sorties by C-123 aircraft. The second move took
place over a three day period, 29-31 May, an myre: jhe Mobile Strike Force to new
areas of operation. Also, May was highlighteu vy eight combat essential airlifts.
Routine sirlift dominated the picture during the month of June., The volume handled
by the dedicated C=7A’s and C-123 was at levels ccnstant with their past performance,
Special missions were at a lower sortie and volume rate. The only variation during
the month was a movement of 17 C-130 sorties carrying 427,294 1bs of building
material to CHI LINH. This move was accomplished with no difficulties. July air-
1ift activities were highlighted by two large troop roves, 0(n 11 July, one Bn of
the 36th Mobile Strike Force Command was moved from LONG HAIL to TAY NINH WEST,
Thers were 875 troops and 9,000 1lbs of c)adgo moved, Twenty-one sorties of C-123
aircraft were required., On 22 July, 781 troops and 83,550 1lbs of cargo were
moved from TAY NINH WEST to LONG HAI, There were 19 sorties of C-123 aircraft flown,
Also; the number of C~7A sorties increased slightly this ronth. This is due to the
more efficient monitoring of loads at the ramp caused by a representative from
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Company A being present on the ramp at all times,

(7) IV Corpa Tactical Zone (Company D).

(a) Army Aviation Support. Army aviation support overall is unsatisfactory,
When helicopters are available in IV CTZ, they perform in an outstanding manner.
But their availability is the deterrent factor. The entire IV Corps suffers from
the lack of sufficient aviation assets and after priorities are established,
Special Porces manages to get very little support. UH-1D's are allocated to
Company D one per day four-days per week and two per day three days per week,
CH~47 s are requested on a daily basis and the requests are seldom adequately
filled, Evidence of thia can be seen by the continuous backlog of materials on~
line and the extreme difficulty in moving personnel, Tactically, each A Detachment
could efficiently utilize aviation assets to conduct one heliborne operation per
week as a minimum. Too often golden opportunities evade us when contact is
established with the enemy or when intelligence fixes a target and reaction cannot
be effected due to the lack of assets. VR aircraft attached to Company D, $-2
Section are always available and the pilots have effectively supported the "A"
Detachments,

(b) Tactical Airflift Suppor:. Tactical airlift support is satisfactory.

Company D has committed for its y2e one C-123 five days per week and a C7A on a
. daily basis, The C7A aircraft operate with two crews tn keep them in the air from
dawn to dusk, Support from C-130 has been adequate when reqaired,

(¢) Tastizal Fighter Suppowt. Tactical fighter support is, at best, a hit and
miss affair with the operationdl detachments. Strikes are never preplanned in
support of a camp cperation because they are unavailable, While a unit is in
contact, tactical fighters occasionally arrive on station to prcvide support.

48
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h  logistics,

(1) General. From 1 May through 31 Jul 68, the Logistical Support Center
continued to provide the widely dispersed companies and detachments with all
classes of supply and limited depot maintenance, During the month of July the
initial budget estimate was held for FY-70; also the program budget advisory
committee for the 1st quarter of FY-69 was held. A program was initiated to
reduce vehicles used by the SFOB; and 29 each 1/l ton, nine 3/L ton and three
each 5 ton vehicles were withdram from the headquarters section,

(2) Supply,

{(a) A new stockage list for expendable and janitorial supplies was completed

and distributed to the field.

(b) Work continues on the R&U stcckape list, .The list.is.now approximately
25% completed and will be published in increments to speed dissemination.

(¢) The new POL dispensing point is now in complete operation,

(d) The new Self Service Supply Center is now completed and in full opera-
tion, .

(e) A new cycle inventory system has been developed and placed in effect,
This provides for the daily inventory of six selected line items from each ware-
house, This system insures continuous accountability with a minimum amount of
time lost from normal daily activities,

{3) Movements and Storage.,

(a) Cargo moved by modes

‘ MAY JUNE JULY
C7A/C-123 536.2 5/T 700.9 5/T 367.6 S/T
Aerial Port 2,158.8 8/T  1,478.8 S/T  1,669.1 S/T
Air America , 5.0 S/T 50,7 S/T 5.0 S/T
1ST 1,780.8 S/T = 102.2 S/T 532.9 S/T
Convoy 0 71,2 S/T 229,5 S/T

Total Tonnage Shipped L§,580.8 S/T 2,L03.8 5/T 5,865°1 S7T

(b) The airfield matting section of LSC C7A ramp has been rehabilitated,
The old matting was taken up, the area graded, drainage ditches and dry well dug,
and new MX8 matting put down. ,

(¢) Pre-rigged emergency air drop bundles of ammunition are no longer
kept on the ramp, Experience has shown that pre-rirged l-ads did not give us

the flexibility of support needed and that loads tailored to the situation at
hand cculd be pulled and rigred in an acceptarle period of time,
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(d) 1Interior floor area of warehouse 10 has been doubled by a new addition.
Available space is now more than adequate to carry out the mission of warehouse 10,

(#) A two pump retail POL outlet was constructed opposite LSC gate 2,
(£f) Airfield matting was laid on the ASP resdy-line,

{g) Stocks of demo-blocks in the ASP have been reduced to comply with
quantity distance factors set by USARV,

(L) Maintenance,

(a) During the quarter 673 job orders for engineer equipment were re-
ceived with 284 pileces of engineer equipment being repaired and returned to the
user or returned to stock; 2268 weapons were received with 1930 being repaired
and 323 automotive job orders received with 318 vehicles being repaired,

(b) During the reporting period the following programs or improvements were
accomplished by the SFOB maintenance facility:

Installation of covered drainage around the automotive shop,
Establishment of a quality control and inspection section,
Establishment of an office machine repair section.
Installation of a forklift motor pool and maintenance facilit.y.
Roadside spot checks were initiated in the Nha Trang area,

(5) During the reporting period the following major accomplishments
were achieved in the SFOB technical supply section.

(a) An ASL listing was published and distributed to all Fsp's,

(b) The SFOB ASL was submitted to 2nd Logistical Command for technical
editing. .

(c) 1,370 excess fringe assets were turned into CRB depot, representing
a total ssvings of $207,556,08 ,

(d) A walkein customer service counter was established permitting one day
service for all units ir. the Nha Trang area,

(6) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C).

(a) Supply, During the period 1 May 1968 to 31 July 1968 Company C
completely revised its supply system. A complete inventory of the Forward
Supply Point at DANANG was completed with s‘ock record cards established, This
was necessary for the FSP to support 4500 CIDG, 900 MSF, and 231 USASF. The
local purchase system was also revised resulting in a majority of the items now
being acquired th~-ugh normal supply channels, Fresh food is presantly purchas-
ed in DANANG ind shipped by Caribou to the A-teams., This is necessary because
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of the high cost of fresh vegetables in the outlying areas.

(b) Maintenance., The level of maintenance has gradually improved with the
establishment of a permanent contact team, The team has the mission of continu-
ously moving from A-team to A-team, In addition to performing field maintenance,
the team also teaches organizational mechanics how to correctly maintain their
vehicles, In May, a program was initiated to standarize all the generators used
in I Corps. Three 10KW Libbey diesel generators were shipped to each camp and
all other generators om site were bac:loaded, The generators backloaded to the
FSP are inspected and if repairable or operational are further backloaded to
the logistical Support Center in Nha Trang.

(¢c) Movements, Because of the enemy situation and the availability of
vehicles, Company C, depends almost entirely on the Air Force to resupply
its camps. At present the FSP is alloted one C7A Caribou and must "scrounge”
. its remaining C7A's from the III MAF, Of the nine Special Forces A-teams
in I Corps, one does not have an airfield, five have C7& Strips, and three
have C-123 airfields. Company C has moved the following amounts of cargo during
the reporting period:

May: Air Land 682,5 tons
Air Drop 107.5 tons
Convoy 6.0 tons
Sea 25,5 tons
tons
June: Air Land 808,0 tons
Air drop 30.5 tons
Convoy L2.0 tons
Sea , 122,0 tons
1062.5 tons
July: Air land 1191,5 tons
. Air Drop 29.6 tons
Convoy 7.5 tons
Sea 11,6 tons
1370.2 tons
Total tonnage moved 1 May = 31 Jul. 2194.2 tons

(d) Services:+ All detachments now have an account at the self-service stors
and can purchase small miscellaneous items totalling $75.00 per month, This
has eliminated the requirement for teams to requisi’ion miscellaneous plumbing
fixtures, household goods, electrical fixtures and general tools, A monthly

newsletter is being published to keep the teams current with the supply situation.
The letter alsc helps explain c¢ertain supply procedures and establishes rew supply

policies,

(¢) Improvements, The FSP 1is presently building a concrete receiving area,
a new warehouse, a staging shed, and a parachute drying tower, -A planned
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technique (when the personnel shortage problem lessens) is to cross train person-
nel within the section, This will eliminate a - irw.nouse being closed when the
foreman is absent.

(7) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(a) Supply: Approximately 16,000 individuals are supported by the Co B,
FSP. All special operations are supported from the assets received from LSC,
Nha Trang, Local procurement is kept to the tare miniuum in line with the cost-
reduction program, '

(b) Maintenance, There have been a total of thirty four (34) maintenance
contact team visits to A detachments since 1 June, This has greatly reduced the
deadline rate of vehicles at the subordinate detachments,

(¢) Movements, Total poundage moved per month by air and ground modes is
approximately 4,000,000 1bs, Total poundage shipped by Co B in support of Detach-
ments and MSF operations were: Air-land, 5,978,032 1lbs; air drop, 97,810 1lbs;
vehicle convoy, 418,74l 1bs, The total cargo shipped from Co B for the period
was 6,454,585 1bs. A total of 11,918 passengers were transported by supporting
aircraft. On 15 July 1968, Company B fully implemented a single-line requisi-
tion system between A and B detachments and the FSP, This system makes it much
easier for customers to keep track of due-outs and enables the FSP to give faster
service to customers, A new rigger building and expanded drying tower are under
construction. Two new warehouses and a maintenance facility have been completed,

(8) III Corps Tactical Zone (Company A),

(a) Supply: Company A's Forward Supply Point, located at Bien Hoa, 1s task-
ed to support L85 USASF, 20 attached LRP's, 8,500 Camp Strike Force and 2,500
Mobile Strike Force, Fifty percent of the Camp Strike Forcs are committed to the
mission of surveillance, intelligence gathering, and interdiction. The remainder
of the personnel are committed for camp defense, "Emergency" atockage is kept
on hand at each camp for resupply to units in the field by UH-1D helicopters
which operate in each "B" team area a minimum of two days a week, All classes of
logistical support of MSF operationo are rendered from the Forward Supply Point
through the use of a forward mission support site, Each time a MSF unit is commit-
ted, it is necessary to issue new barrier materials to be used for area
security and protection, re-stock used supplies, and direct exchange unservice-
able equipment, Over the last three months an average of 6,92L4,LkL9 $VN per month
has been gspent tc acquire supplies, materials and maintenance repair from the
local economy. This support is broken down into five cost codes consisting of
902 (Subsistence), 905 (Supplies and Equipment), 906 (Camp Construction), 908
(Transportation and Vehicles Maintenance) and 910 (Repair and maintenance of
Facilities), The :xpenditures for subsistence are conasumed only in the purchase
of rice., Approximately 6,000 bags of rice per month are purchased from Saigon at
1,000 $UN per bag, for an average expenditure of 6,000,000 $VN (51,282.90 $US).
The rice is enclosed within a plastic bag and then covered with a burlap bag to
prevent moisture spoilage or spillage., A minimum amount of storage is required
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due tothe fact that rice is readily available and thusly can be transaported to
the teams with a minimum amount of delay. In the area of the 905 & 906.Code,

@ unique situation exists, A large amount of local expenditures for supplies and
equipment. are on the stockage 1ists cf supply units, but the availability of:
those materials is the prime factor, Certain items are available only when a de-
pot initially receives the item, The item is immediately consumed by programmed
due-outs, theiafbre, the Forward Supply Point only recelves the needed materials
when the items are readily available., All support, regardless of its origin is
reimbursed from the 5th Special Forces Group budget, Some cf the locally '
procured items are obtained at a substantial savings over what like items would
cost from supporting units., The principal support obtained by these cost codes
have been R&AU items used in.camp construction and operational necessities for
supply movement, i.,e., shipping pallets & banding materials, etc., Codes 908 and
910 pertain to the local economy acquired support within the area of vehicle amd
facility maintenance. These purchases are used to prevent a requirement for
additional float items and to obtain support with the maximum amount of savings.
A minimum amount of time is required to repair items from civilian businesses,
therefore necessities are returned without delay. Many items are repaired on the
local economy which would have to be replaced with new parts because the required
echelon level is not available in-country, Many maintenance facilities have the
same capabilities that are supplied at the Forward Supply Point and contract the
higher echelon of maintenance to civilian firms which are located within country.
Many products have been purchased in the past from local economy or through a3&
normal charmmels (i.e., mail order catalog, Sears & Roebuck water heaters and water
pumpo). Their parts can not be obtained through channels and repair components
must be locally procured or locally fabricated.

(b) Maintenance. First echelon maintenance on vehicles was stressed during
the reporting period as was continuous action in Maintenance Management Inspec-
tions, As a result only 4.8% of the vehicles were deadlined. Repair parts for
vehicles were readily available from the ISC in Nha Trang., In contrast the per-
centages of deadlined generators (13%) and refrigeration equipment (10.8%) were
rather high because of the equipment beingz o¢ld and/or lack of repuir parts,

(r) Weapons Contect Team, In early May, Company A was loaned tiree Viet=
namese sma’l arms weapons repairmen from the 833d Ordnance Company ARVN. In
three months these personnel traveled to nearly every Special Forces camp in
III Corps. In the first month (May), they repaired over 600 weapons. The total
amount repaired for the three month periocd waas in excess of 3,000 weapons,

Types of Wweapons repaired or inspected ranged from carbines, rifles, pistols,
all the way up to and including L.2 inch mortars, 81lmm mortars, and.50 cal
machineguns.

(d) Group Maintenance Contact Team, Two personnel were provided by I3C in
early July to this 'SP to help solve any problems in the mzintenance field,
They spent 10 days in III CTZ, during which time they made visits to B-32, B-33,
and B-34, Generally they found that maintenancs in Special Forces III Corps
was very good,
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(e) Planned Improvements. The Campany A FSP is in the process of setting up
autamatic resupply on all items.that are fast moving and always on demand., 4n
. example of some of these itemse are butane, diesel, mogas, PIR rations, etc, The
quality on hand of these items is reported on admin reports from each detachment.
They are monitored at the FSP and filled according to need,

(£) Adequacy of Logistical Support, Because Camdany A operates on a fill or
Id1Y basis from the 1lst Logistical Command, items may be obtained only when the
supply units have filled all theirProgrammed demands. Special Forces priority is
below all US units., Therefore, they may have a stockage of an item but will not
issue it because a request with a higher priority may arise. The maintenance support
rendersd by the lat Log Command is not adequate, High echelon maintenance is either
contracted out to civilian corporations or evacuated out-of-country causing added
delay in the return of the item, Self service items are of limited quantity and
the needed office supplies are mt available, Shipment of supovlies from the ISC
is time c?sngmning, otherwise logistical support of available items is adequate
fram the

(9) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D),

‘a) Supnly. During the reporting period the Company D FSP supported 496
USASP, 6583 CSF, and 1218 MSF, Two special opsrations were supported primarily
with Class I and Class V and some miscellaneous Class "I items, The concept of
support was primarily that of estdiblishing a Forward Supply Point in or near the
A0, The supplies were moved in bulk via road or air (primarily fixed wing) to
the FSP and from thers via chopper to the troops in the field, Local procurement
of supplies wasminimal this month due to increasing emphasis on utilizing conventional
supply chamels, ‘

(b) Maintenance. The compan's two greatest problems are parts and trans-
portation, Therefore a much greater emphasis is being placsd on preventive
maintenance. This is being realized through more frequent visits to the camps
by maintenance personnel, and, of course, increased cormand emphasis, The ASL
of the maintenance facility is constantly undergoing revision and expansion; cur-
rently it consists of 1609 line items, however 50 percent of these are at zero
balance, The estimated goal for the ASL is 3000 line items., The deadline rate
for equipment continues to hold around 2-3 percent, As mentioned previocusly,
transportation is a great problem with respect to the maintenance program. Back-
loeding difficulties revolve around this, both fr~m the teams to the maintenance
facility and to the SFUB through the 84h Aerial Po~t. Transnortation of larger
pieces of equipment betwzen A, B and C Detachments is dependent uoon CH-L47's,
This will be discussed later.

(¢) Movementa, During the reporting period, Company D Forward Supply Point
handled over 1k,886,67L4 pounds of supplies, A total of 8,951,541 pounds wers
received from the Logistical Support Center at Nha Trane and a total of 5,937,089
pounds were shipped to subordinate detachments., Of this, 2,933,934 pom1da was
via LOLEX and LAFES, and 1,212,5Ll pounds via Slingload, A total of 5,229,431
pounds were shipped via air and 707,135 pounds via road, The adequacy of support
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drops in only one area,that of CH-47 support. CH<L7's are supplied to the units
throughout the Delta, primarily by one Chinook Aviation Company. Dues to the high
maintenance requirement for these aircraft, it is very seldom that more than four
aircraft (of eight available) are flown at any one time., These four aircraft must
support daily all Special Forces requirements, MACV, two and sometimes even three
ARVN divisions, and other smaller units which occasionally require their support.
Under the present system, Chinook support is channeled through G-i, IV Corps.

G-i is allocated a specific number of aircraft for supporting nsarly 50 MACV in-
stallations and 20 Special Forces Detachments throughout the IV Corps area.

The aireraft which they are allocated, can be, and frequently are, for "Higher
Priority® missions by IV Corps TOC (the primary control center for these air-
craft). Also, in too many instances whem 3 fixed wing aircraft could be used
(i.e. an Air Force C-123), the CH-47's are utilized by IV Corps to pick up items
in Long Binh and deliver to areas such as Chi Lang, Better priority planning

on the part of using units would improve the utilization of the available aircraft
in the Telta,

(d) The current trend reflects the need more than ever for maximum utilizae-
tion of medium transport helicopter support. The caming monsoon season will make
it necess:iry to support more detachments by both heiicopver and fixed wing air
drop and LAPES missions, The closing of many airstrips and roads plus the un-
predictable ispect of weather will make it necessary to move a maximum amount of
supplies on short notice and in a minimum amount ¢f time, Since the quickest
means of air transport will be the medium transport helicopter, an even greater
workload is foreseen for the aircraft and its crews. The limited amocunt of air-
craft now available has proven to be insufficient to properly support the units
in the dry season; an even greater difficulty in the future is foreseen. This
will, of course, greatly affect the Company D system of logistical supply. It
will not, however, bring the logistical resupply system to a stardstill, Sut rather
1imit the company's capability to support the subordinate units,

() With the increase emphasis on Maintenance, Company D is still awaiting
the approval of the new TD's submitted for both Filipino Tech Reps and indigenous
employees, Approval of these TD's i3 imperative for the efficient functioning
of the logistical activities within Company D, particularly in the area of main-
tenance, The emphasis on preventive maintenance is based on the concept of mobile
contact maintenance teams and they cannot be fielded until more Tech Reps are
assigned, - -

() The support received from LSC continues to be outstanding, The problen,
as -always, is not the ability of the logistical system to support us, but the
inability of the transportation system to support the logistical system, Ths
concent of a Liaison NCO in Vung Tou to utilize 1lst Log Supply activities and ship"
to use has already surpassed initial expectations,

(g) The first Log Command initiates project "Country Store" on the first of
August, This will entail the permanent assignment of 1lat Log personnel on loca-
tion to give mainterance support to outlying US units (Cao Lanh, Chau Doc,etc),
This 4s a step in the right direction although at this time it is beyond thelr
capabilities to redlly field a complete maintenance contact team in a static loca-

tion, CgNF' NEMT AL




AVGB-C

i. Engineers.

COMFINERTIAL

(1) - Construction and Rehabilitationm,

15 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Grouo (Abn) for Pariod Ending
31 July 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (uv) i

(a) Following construction was completed or under co-:atrnction dnring the

reporting period, -
LOCATION

Camp BEN HET (new)

PLATEAU GI (vehab)

DAK PEK Airfield

B-50 (new)

KATUM (airfield and rehab)
TON 1LE CHON (xrshab)

TRA CU (rehab and' airfielcd)
THANH TRI (new camp)

MY DIEN II (new ecamp)

MAI' LOC (new camp)

NONG SON (new cam

_TRA BONG (new 'roc§

HA THANH (new bunlrers) ,
C=1l Motor Pool

C-1 Admin Building

Rewire all C-l camps

TO CHAU (rehab)

TRANH - SUP (rehab)

THIEN NGON (bunkers)

HON QUAN (TOC)

CHI LINH (rehab)

BU DOP (15 billets)

LONG HAI (rehad)

PHU TUC (airfield)

CUNG SON (rehab & additions)
AN LOC (airfielgd)

TIEU ATAR (camp completion)
DAK SEANG (airfiem

C~l Water Distribution System
C=l S-2 building

C-1l S«i Warshouse

C-2 2Nsr-' billets)

C-2 (B-23 FSP Reconstruction)

* CONSTRUCTION UNIT % CoMPIETE
KBL & 299 EBC 80%
K84 100%
299 EBC 1008
KB3 and Contract 90k -
168 EBC UNK
KB2 50%
KB1 and 168 EBC UNK
KBl 100%
KB2 100%
1l EBC %
MCB 3 4 2%
Staff Engineer 2%
35 EBC - . 228
Contract To0%
Contract 100%
SeaBees 100%
KB1 60%
Self Help 8a%
30 B (ARVN) 8ot
Self Yelp 85%
KB3 7%
Self Help 90%
36 EBC 90%
20 EBC 10%
Self Help 5%
70 EBC 38%
KBl . ok
299 EBC 308
SeaBees 100%

_ Contract 508
Contraét L .
Contract 50%
Self Help-Contract-70 EBC  30%
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LOCATION

C-2 (B-23 MSF facilities)
C-2 BOQ

C-~2 Warehouse

C-2 Gen Bldg

C-2 MSF Supply Room

C-2 MSF billets (3)

C-2 Dependent, billet for Hosp
C-2 Maint Facility

C-2 Warshouse

C-3 TOC (timber)

C-3 Security Force billets
C-3 Headuarters Area {rehab)
C-3 FSP Complex

C-3 BEQ (2)

.C=3 Convalescent Center
C-3 Ration Breakdown Area
C-3 R&U building

C-l Dispensary

C-ly Warshouse

C-ly Personnel bunkers

C-L CIDG villets

C-ly Warehouse storage bins
SFOB ISC warehouse 2K

SFB ISC Maint bldg

SFOB Ammo Dump bunkers
SFB Aviation hanger

SFOB Recondo billets
SF(B COC latrine & Hq
SFOB Artillery billets
3F(B. Water towers

SFB BOJ %.503

SFOB Water wells

SFCB Museum

SFOB Ordnance office

SFOB Warehouse #6 Ext

SFOB BEQ (2)

SFB Ammo herms

CONF IDENTIAL
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CONSTRUCTION UNIT 4 COMPLETE

Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Self Help
Contract
Contract
Staff Engineer
Staff Engineer.
Staff Engineer
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Self Help~
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Self Help
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
Contract
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LOCATION CONSTRUCTION UNIT START DATR E_D_q
TIEU ATAR (campletion) - KBYL T/u168 31Augés
DAK SEANG Airfield 299 EBC ' 1Ju168 31Julb8
MINH THANH (enlarge camp) KB2 UNK UNK
DUC HUE (airfieals ) . KB2 MK UNE

AN IAC (airfield) 70 EBC 1Ju168 ILJu16E
PHU TUC (airfield) 20 E3C 1Jul6d  31Jul6€
C-1 BOQ-BEQ ' , Contract ONK UNK.
C-~1 Road construction Contract UNK ' UNK
C-2 Ready line Contract ONK - UNK
C-2 Rigger warehouse Contract WK . UNK
C-2 Parachute drying tower Contract WK . UNK
C-2 Handball court . Contract ' UNK: ONK
C-2 FSP rebuilt at B-23 Contract Nk WE.
C-2 BEQ at B-23 ' Contract UNK UNK.
C-2 Latrines at B-23 Contract UNK UNK
C-2 Messhall at B-20 Contract UNK UNK
C-2 BEQ at B-20 Contract . UNK UNK

C=2 Maint facility at B-23 Contract ’ UNK UNK

C~3 CIDG hospital ‘ Contract ~ UNK : UNK
C-3 Water wells Well Drilling Tm UNK ONK
Ce3 Water towers Contract UNK UNK
C-l Road surfacing : Contract UNK 11)01.4
SFB Road construction 86l EBC~PAB 1Ju168 31Augé8

SFOB renovation Contract 1Ju1b8 ~ 31Decé8

(2) Well Drilling Operationms.

(a) One borrowed rig at KONTUM was used to dig one well, Special Forces
will continue to use the rig while training operators.

(b) Well drilling team continued to drill in III CTZ. ' Four wells have been
completed with eight more plamned for III CTZ, during the next quarter,

(¢) One shallow well is to be constructed in IV CTZ at Det A-lihy2,

(3) Bu%eti_x}g and P@dg_ng. Ag of the end of the quarter $T,808,750, or
628 of unds have been obligated; $1,169.577 or 65% of obligated funds
have been expended,
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(4) Post Engineer, Approximately 1800 work orders were nroceased, and
16,200,000 galions of potable water was used at the SFOB, Critical operational
facilities were wired to- the emergency power supply, 9000 careo pallets were
constructed (with two for moving two slephants), and 22,000 concrete blocks
v 'Te manufactured,

(a) With the advent of the monsoon in some parts of the country, numerous
airfields failed and were subsequently clogsed., The basie problem was that there
was no carry over of information on performance of the airfield from the past
monsoon season, Those airfields that did fail did so after a small defect was
not corrected, but was allowed to deteriorate., Directions on how to perform
minor maintenance was sent to all detachments,

() Problems experienced in III CTZ fall into three areas: equipment,
material, and funds, The engineering equipment is old and needs to be replaced
in most cases., Although much repair is actually uneconomical, funds are
expended for this purpose simply because it is the only equipment avaiiable,
Material prooie... dre due to eitner unavallavility of certain items or inaolity
to provide %“ransportation to ship the items to the construction site., Tn many
.cases it is cheaper to locally purchase some items than to have them transported
fram distant locations, Fifty percent of the construction projects in III CTZ
are held up due to unavailability of supplies. The inability to expend funds
for these hard-to-get items has caused contract delays and in some cases
gubastandard construction, .

(¢) Company D also has experienced problems due to lack of aircraft to
ship construction materials by air., They partially alleviated the problem by
prefabricating some facilities such as billets, team houses, classrooms,
cement forms, etc.. This practice has not only reduced cargo weights, but has
also improved basic construction design, uniformity, and speed and ease of
construction on the site, Another problem in IV CTZ has been solved by using
Iime. 301l stabilization techniques., The techniue of lime soil stabilization
is being undertaken in certain construction projects in the delta, Clay, the
primary soil found in the Delta must be removed or stablized befors loadbearing
equipment can be adequately supported ‘during damp weathar, In the past, rock,
gravel, etc,, were all employed to accomplish the task adequately, howrever the
cost of both material and transportation has been exorbitant, Under the zuidance
of the Delta Soils Lahoratory (a USARV sponsored research organizatior.), lime
stabilized soil techniques have been developed and great success has been
accomplished in construction utilizing the same, This unit is presently
involved in two projects which will employ this technique, and it is anticivated
that a considerable amount of both money and time will be saved by using lirme
stabilization,

59 |
COMFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVGB-C » 15 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Raport of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 July 1968. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

3. Political Warfare (POIWAR),

(1) Qeneral,

(a) The S5 functional area has undergone significant chanzes, These changes
were necessitated by the following problems. First, the S5 functional area was
too limited when compared with the VNSF counterpart program of political warfars,
Secondly, the CA/PSYOPS and intelligence programs were not coordinated, Finally,
¢ivic action was too much a give-away program which was unanpreciated by the
people and produced few tangible returns.

(b) The S5 section has been reorganized to parallel more closely the VNSF
political warfare section. 4 VNSF political warfare officer is responsible not
only for CA/PSYOPS, but also for troop motivation and indoctrination, morale,
and welfare, A motivation and indoctrination officer has been added to the
Group S5. All USASF detachments were reorganized to piovide at least one CK/
PSYOPS officer and one NCO at all levels of command. These changes provided
the personnel required to coordinate CA/PSYOPS and intelligence efforts alcng
the same lines utilized by the VNSF, Vietnamese participation was thus increased,
producing a much more effective program. Finally, the integration of civic
action within the POLWAR program will eliminatae the rive-away aspecis of past
projects, Recipients are to be psychologically prepared so that they are better
able to appreciate and use CA assistance,

(e) To better prepars the newly assigned CA/PO officers and NCO's, a LO
hour POIWAR course was conducted at the SFOB, A1l CA/PO personnel attended.
The following is a list of the subjects covered during the course: motivations
and attitudes, target analysis, key communicators, PSYOP camnaion, exploitation
of Hoi Chanhs, gaining and holding an audience, cormunication techmiques,
functions of a loudspeaker team, face-to-face persuasions, attitude differences
(VN & SF), introduction to POLWAR, the 16 man POLWAR t2ams, PX-COMM Social
Welfare, and motivation and indoctrination., Practical exercises were conducted
on all aspects of the instruction as well as a tour of local PULWAR facilities,
Armed with the knowledge gained, CA/PO personnel returned to their detachments
and began to implement new and improved programs.

(2) I Corps Tactical Zone (Campany C). Presently PODVAR activities in I
Corps Tactical Zone are limited due to the fact that only three POLWAR Teams
are engaged in operations, Three are in training and three more are waiting
to be trained, The three POLWAR teams that are engaged in operations are
successfully proving their value,
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(a) Psychological Ovorations (PSYOPS), The PSYOPS effort in I Corps Tactical
Zone is directed at friendly target audiences to win suonort of Vietnam (GVN)
and its Allies. Same of the PSYOPS themes being used preseintly are:

Do Not Support .the VC
Weapons rewards

Inform GVN of VC activities
Counter VC pronaganda

The VC 1lie ~nd dastroy
Peace talks

Informative news

Most dissemination is done by USASF personnel, POLWAR teams, aerial broadcasting,
and leaflet drops from aircraft, The most effective means are hand dissemination
by POLWAR teams, the showing of mavies, and performances by culture drama toams,
A1l of these  .ethods involve face-to-face communication,

(b) Psycholopical Warfare (PSYWAR), PSYWAR is rropapanda directed against
the enemy to demorilize him and reduce his will to fig.t, Themes now being used
are of a "Cnisu-Hoi" nature, and urge tne enemy to defect. Company C is also
initiating the "Fhoenix operation®™ to attack the enemy infrastructure, Some of
the mors standard themes used are:

Hardships

Peace talks

Lack of equipment

Lack of doctors and medical supplies

Friction between North Vietnamese (NVA and the VC)
VC defeats

Pro GVN

PSTYAR materials are disseminated by the same means as PSYOPS material, Tn
addition, POLYAR teams take leaflets and posters into areas of enemy activities
and place them along trails, on trees, and in other spots whers they may be
seen, No leaflsts have been airdrcoped since 2L July., In *he nast the 7+h
PSYOP Battalion in DA NANG, with *he 9th Air Cormando Squadron Aoing the flying,
furnished excellent dirert support., But now all renmeats must go throuch IIT
Marine Amphibious Force (III MAF), This procedure has cansed mu=h delay in
leaflet printing, delivery, and aerial broadcasting, The 7th PSYOP Battalion
has a detachment at DCNG HA with the 3rd Marine Division and ancther Jetachmant
at CiilU LAI with the Americal Division. An agreement has been made for these
detachments to provide additional support for our camoms in their areas, The
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camps could get support from either CORDS or JU'SPAO, however, the distances
involved and consequent time delays militate apainst such support. CORIS and
JUSPAO are used mostly in the DANANG area., The oncoming monsoon season *ill
greatly 1imit operations and aerial support from the 9th ACS in the mountain
ranges, Their 02B aircraft do not have an instrument capability nor can they
manuever throughk :loud openings when the ceiling is toolow., The Commanding
Officer of the 75h PSYOP Battalion has agreed to give a 1000 watt loudspegier
and crew to man it if a helicopter can be ovtained. Attompt: tc obtain a
helicopter on a full-time basis have failed. Such a capability would grescly
iaprove our program by shortening reaction time to intslligence.

(¢) Social Welfare. Two projects have been uandertaken to improve the
living conditions of the CIDG and their dependents, First, CIDG PX's a“e
being operated in three camps, A ‘civilian agent buys goods in DANAIG. After
shipment to the camp, the goods are resold to the 7IDG at the DANANG cost price.
A civilian agent also purchases rice in DAIIANG at a price below that prevailing
near the camps and it is shipped to the JIDG camps and resold in the same
manner as PX goods. GIDG are thus able to buy rice and.goods that normally
would cost more or not even be available on the local economy.

(d) Motivation and Indoctrination. Indoctrination and education o-' CIDG
personnel is ope of the primary functions of the POLWAR Teams. Each week classes
are ;iven by the members of the team, Both pro GVN and anti NVA/C themes are
stressed. Magazines and newspapers are distributed to CIDG personnel regularly
to keep them up-to-date on c rrent ¢vents, victories, government activities, and
enemy defeats., Award programs, promotinns, and a newly implemented rank
structure for CIDG enliisted men (to include rank insignia) have all served to
increase the motivation and morale of the CIDG. Games, sports, and competitive
activities, both individual and team, have been used to promote morale. Pingpong,
volley ball, running, and marksmanship tournaments have been held. Trophies .
and extra privileges were awarded to the winners, A competition program among
counterparts is being held quarterly. The first, consisting of both games ard
a picnic, was held July Lth. The next is planned for 7ietnamese Independence
Day in November, TIEN-PHUOC, A=-102, conducts a Soldier of. the Month program..
Camp winners will compete for I CTZ Soldier. of the Month including prizes, awards,
and publicity. On 27 July a poster campaign was initiated Lased on the theme:
"Be proud to bve a CIDG tecause you are the Lest in Vietnam," Posters, currently
being printed by the Tth PGITOP Battalion, will be disiributed to all camps. In
the past month culture drama teams have given five performances to JIDG personnel
in addition to those for the zivilian poplace., Four were staged at A-106 and
onz at A-107. The CIDG were greatly pleased with the entertainments Twice
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each month the USASF Commanding Officer, his counterpart, the S-S section, and
its counterparts make trips to local hospitals, visiting the sick and wounded
and giving them packets of food and necessities. Vietnamese films are obtained
monthly from the cuwlture center in DANANG. These films are rotated from camp
to camp every week to obtain maximum variety.

‘ (e) Civic Action. Each camp conducts a nedcap program designed to improve
civilian health and thus enhance the image of the GVN and FW.iAF., In the area of
education several schools are being aided through the USASF Civic Action Program.
Schools are being repaired at TRA BONZ (A-107) and TIEN FHUOC (A-107) as well

as two schools at HA THANH (A-10L4). A new school has been opened at GIA VUC
(A=103) and two others are near completion at THUOMC DiC (A-109). In addition
most schools are periodically provided with school kits and other school supplies
by CARE and CCRDS. A bridge is being repaired at TIEN PHOUC. Flans are being
considered for a bridge at BA TO (A-106), At TRA BONG, a bridge was completed
on 1 August., At MINH LONG (A-108) a fish pond that will supplement. the local
diet is near completion, One of the largest projects is the support of appraxi-
mately 28,000 refugees divided among the nine carps. Aid to these refugees
takes the form of food-stuffs and clothing obtained through the Catholic

Relief Service and supplies from our own channels, Another project recently
began at GIA VUC is an agriculture demonstration sponsored by USASF and CORDS
from QUANG NGAI Province. This is to convince the local population that crops
other than those native to their area can prosper anc provide them with more
food and income. A similar project has been planned for BA TO.

(3) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(a) In the II Corps area many difficulties are encountered when attempts
are made to increase the allegiance of the population towards the GVN.
Historically, the Montagnards have been apathetic, if not hostile, toward the
Saigon regime, Until recently the latter has ignored the Montagnards. The
Vietnamese administrators assigned to the IT Corps are of poor quality.

This situation has resulted in almost insurmountable obstaules to the goal or
national unity in II Corps. ‘

(b) Company B has been attempting through the construction of dependent
housing, reward incentive programs, and the POIMAR team concept to increase
suprort for the GVN. In II Corps, there is an active construction pregram to
improve CSF dependent housing. Medical care, improved sanitation, improved
housing, contact with western technology, and money have contributed to better
living standards. The standard of living has also been raised substantially
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in areas where CIDG security has been provided, In geaeral, this means those
villages clustered around CID" sites where the populacs have a sense of security.
More emphasis is veing placed on disseminating information concerning rewards
xwhich are given for turning in enemy weapons and intel.igence on enemy movements,
The FOLYAR team concept, recently introduced to 7ietnam, shows great promise.
Care, however, must be exercised in choosing the members of the team. The

. ethn{c balance of the team should be approximately the same as that of the
people to be indoctrinated, Sending a predominatly Vietnamese team into a
Montagnard village or :sing a “'ietnamese team with '‘antagnard CIN will ereate
tensions that are self-defeating. Coampany B has buen informed by II Corps
headquarteis tnav tney cannot train wore NONtagnard ruimas wodMS Jouvauss Ul &
lack of interpreters, Interpreters will be provided to the POLWAR school to
overcome this problem, but due to the language barrier, the implementation of
the FOLKAR program will be delayed while we organize our own PCIWAR teaching

cadre.

() III Corps Tactical Zone (Company A). During this reporting period
Company A has successfully trained 15 ZIDC POLJAR teams at the III CTZ training
center in TRANG SUP. Each A detachment now has a school-trained PCIWAR Team
and most of these teams are enthusiastic about developing various progra:s and
projects in their particular camps. There are also three CIDG drama teams at
various detachments. These teams vary in size but each has a sand, male and
female singers, comedians and actors. Several camps have initiated ZIDG
dependent housing, PX's, cluos, barber shors, theaters, reading rooms, and othc:
construction projects, Other projects which hae been either revamped or newl,/
initiated are organized sports, dependent schools, and camp sanitation,
liumerous programs have been bepgun which are designed to boost the morale of the
CIDG., These include frequent film showings combined motivational rallies,
interdetachment sports competition, and unit award and decorations. The month-
long trainire course was ""e first of three phases o: training planned to
produce an effective POLJ/AR Program in each camp. The second phase of trainine

™ has recently been initiated. During this two or three month Second rhase a
PCIMAR Mobile Training Team (MIT) will visit each detachment to assist the carp
ZING ""IWAR teams in their progra~s, Emphasis will be nlaced on developing an
effective motivation and political indoctrination program. A minimum of ten
days will be spent at each detachment., Each !“TT consists of four POLWAR
instructors (formerly the instructors for the 3asic POLWAR Course}, or= inter-
preter, one member of the Company A USAST S5 staff /either the S5 or the CA
officer), and his counterpart, The third phase of training will be OJT
supervised oy the A%B detachment PCIWAR personnel. In order to insure that
these programs are understood, properly implemented, and given the proper
support by the USASF and VISF POLWAR personnel at each detachment, Company A
held a POLJAR Orjentation Course at Det A-301, TRANG SUP, for these personnel
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while their teams were in training at TRANG SUP, This orientation course

lasting two days, included classroom instruction by members of Company A's

S5 and 52 sections as well as active participation in the graduation ceremonies
for the CIDG POLWAR Course. Television sets have been purchased for all
detactments which requested them for viewing by the CIDG and their devendents.
These TV sets have been marked "FOR CIDG USE ONLY" in both Vietnamese and English,
Several camps have constructed or are planning to construct theaters for TV
viewing, movies, and rallies,

(a) Psychological Operations (PSYOPS), The majority of PSYOPS have teen
conducted through face-to-face communication during MEDCAPS and various Civie
Action projects. Det B-32, TAY NINH, has a particularly effective progrim in
progress. Det B-32 and its subordinate detachments conduct weekly MEDCAPS and
employ leaflets, loudspeakers and face-to~face cammnication. Increasing success
has been experienced in obtaining intelligence by conducting continuous MEDCAPS
in same of the more isolated hamlets. During the FTX portion of the PUIWAR
course held at TRANG SUP, the POIWAR trainees distributed leaflets and posters
"and talked with the villagers during their stay in each hamlet. The PSYOPS
conducted during this period wewe a definite success and a strong change in
attitude could easily be detected in the villagers,

(b) Psychological Warfare (PSYWAR), Reaction and supovort have been the
main themes for Company A7s PSIVAR Program, Comnany A, while .orisinating PSYOPS
material, depends on the 6th PSYOPS Battalion ‘or mass reoroduction. In
exploiting an individual situation, the most eritical factor is reaction time.
Under normal conditions Company A can produce and disseminate leaflets and tapes
within 24 hours after the exploitable situation has occurred, The following is
a recap of situations exploited by Company A during this reporting period:

May. The attack on NUI BA DEN presented a challenging PSYCP problem, It was
clear-cut victory for the Cormunists but the American press was spreading the
false Commmnist propaganda claim of having overrun a Special Forces camp, The
fact that the camp was operational a few hours after the attack and that the
Cormunists left behind some of their dead, enabled the development of the
following leaflet: ™o VC cadre who participated in *he fighting at NUI BA DEN:
Wy follow your leaders to death? TYour attack on NUI BA DEN was for nothing,
the camp is working now as befors the attack., TYou can s~ that for vourself,
Iour leaders left five bodies behind; these are your comrades left to rot in
the sun,. Do not let your fate be the same as your fallen comrades, Rally now
and return to your homes and loved ones, Stop the useless killing; rally now."
Using a GVN Army marching song for background a tape of the “olloring leaflet
‘was broadcasted by aerial loudsveakert "™ Vvagp away from Special Force-
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units if you want to live. Your leaders tell you that NUI BA DEN was a Special .
Forces camp, but.this is not true as you can see for yourself, If NUI BA DEN

was a Special Forces camp, you would have received many more casualties," Fifty
tiousand leaflets were dropped, For two hours the tape was broadcasted over

the suspected enemy positions of the attackers of NUI BA Diil, A secom
exploitable situation harmened when the village of BO DUC in PHUOC LONG Province
suffered from a typical Communist tactic of terrorizing a village and then putting
it to the torch for no apparent reason, First, food and protection were provided
to the people left homeless and hungry. Then a leaflet was devaloped which

read: "Citizens of BO DUC: You can stop the useless burning and suffering caused
by the VC by reporting them to the local Govermment, You have seen for yourself
how the VC make war on the helpless people of your village, Sunport the GVN,

let them help and protect you." A loudspeaker tape was aluo made to reinforce

the leaflet, Fifty thousand leaflets were dropped and over two hours of aerial
loudspeaker broadcast were employed to exploit this situation,

June, A MEDCAP returning to Det B=32 observed a woman detonating a VC
booby trap, saversly injuring her rirht leg, The MEDCAP team administered
first aid and then took her to a nearby hospital., This act of VC terror was
fully exploited hy the quick nroduction of leaflets showing the injured waman
receiving medical care in the hospital, Main themes used were "support the GVN"
and "the GVN come to the aid of the peorle."

July., On the evening of 19 July, a NVA soldier, Neuyen Xhac Tan, Surned
himself in to Det A-301 as a Hoi Chanh, Prelimindry questionines showed that he
was a member of H/16 VN BINH GIA's Ragiment and that his unit had suffered at
least 60 KIA's and 90 WIA's as a result of action apainst the MSF on 15 and 16
July, He also stated that his unit's morale was low becanse of casuvaltics from
airstrikes, combat operations, and a fear of being sent to Sairon, PSIOPS
exploitation of Nguyen Khac Tan was started immediately bv havine him nreprre a
taped messags to his unit and a text for g leaflet., To increase credibility his
pleture was also placed on the leaflets, The text for the leaflet along with the
photograph was picked up from Det B-32's location on the morning of 20 July and
taken to the &th PSYOP Battalion, The 1:aflet was processed and 100,000 copies
were ready for dissemination on the morning of 21 July, Altogether L58,000
were dropped and four hours and thirty minutes of aerial broadcasting was
conducted. On 25 July, Ho Van Du, an assistant squad leader of squad 3,
platoon 1, C-1 campany, 258th Battalion, turned himself in the Dat A.322, KATUM,
as a Hoi Chanh, Exploitation was started immediately with the development of
a messags written by Ho Van Du to his fellow comrades and a taned recording,

A quick reaction leaflet was printed with Ho Van Du's photo and the text of
his message showm in his own handwriting, The following is a translation?
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*To all comrades of C-258th Battalion: I am Ho Van Du, assistant squad leader nf
squad 3, platoon 1, C-1 campany, 258th Battalion. I rallied to the GV on 25
July 1968 at KATUM, Our leaders have lied to us, for I have teen well treated
and well received by the GVN, They consider me as their brother, : I am living

a very good life. Thinking about the past days with all of you, I worry very
much about you, Try to get back to the GVN side as soon as possible or it will
be too late,” The standard long-range PSYWAR campaign based on standard leaflets
and tapes, plays an important role in Company A's overnll PSYWAR program., PSYOP
aircraft and POLWAR ground operations are utilized. The 6th PSYOP Battalion
supplies the leaflets, tapes, and aircraft needed to carry our program. The
main themes during this reporting period have been "Chieu Hoi" and the Paris:
peace talks, Commny A has available for its use three weekly scheduled U-10
flights as well as C=47's and U-10's upon request,

(¢) Social Welfare. Each camp in IV CTZ conducts daily medical programs,
camp sanitation programe, and MGiDCAPs, All camps have a daily sick-call for the
CIDG and their dependents, Camps normally allow neighboring villagers to take
advantage of this medical aid., This practice eliminates the need for frequent
and time-consuming MEDCAP's to the villages, Each camp has a CIDG POLWAR team
member assigned to check on the camp's sanitation, When the trocps or their
dependents begin to neglect their sanitation responsibilities, the POIWAR team,
by example, persuasion, and other means initiate a camp cleanup cammaign, The A
detachment medic and counterpart have the cverall rewponsibility for insuring
proper camp sanitation at, all times. Det A-3L2, DONG XOAI, has been holding
a monthly pickup (litter) day in their camp md in *he neirhboring hamlets,

The local district chief has been fully cooperative and has nsed his influence
with the populace to enforce this camvaign, Many camps have a daily trash
recovery program which is sunported by the troops »nd enforced by the VNSF, In
Company A, the MEDCAP is more than just a medical overation, MZDCAP's are
conducted not only by the USASF and VNSF detachments medics, but also by
intelligence personnel, 'FOLWAR officers, and CIDG POLWAR teams, Det A.371,
BEN SOI, has continually acquired intelligence under the umbrella of 8 weekly
MEDCAP program to an isolated hamlet in their area, PHUOC TAN (XT 037L17).
Where there is a local civilian populace, most of the other detachments also
take advantage of the intelligence opportunities in MEDCAPs, Their success
varies from detachment to detachment,

(d) Motivation and Indoctrination. Since the initial training of the POLWAR
teams at Det A-301, our motivation and indoctrination propram has continued to
improve rapidly., The POLWAR t~am members wers taught how to conduct rallies,
give speeches, plan skits, ete.,, durines the basic L-week coursej they are now
practicing what they learned at their individual detachments, At many camps,
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the nightly nmovies are immediately followed by short motivation ard indoctrination
classes, Comnany A is developing leaflets, ta=es, and posters directed towards
the CIDG soldiers and their dependents, making them aware of their responsibilities
to the G'N, UWe are preparing to implemant a soldier-ofe-the-month program and
various competitive sperts programs to suppor® our motivation and indoctrination.
program.

(e) Civie Action. The Civic Action projects at most detachments are
restricted to those projects needed within the camos, These include such items
as dependent. housing, latrines, schools, theaters, barber shops, reading rooms,’
and PX facilities, These rrojects contribute toward the -rimary POLUVAR objective
in III CTZ for 1968 of initiating an effective motivation and political indoctrin-
ation prorram for the CIDG and their demendents, At Det A-3hl;, BUNARD, ar
outstanding theater/meeting hall has been built by the CIDG %o be used for IV
viewing, movies, rallies and lectures, The POLUAR “‘eam at Det A~333, CHI LINH,
has completed about 30% of their civie action nzojects of building hardened
dependent housing, a school for their 100 school-age children, and a theater:
for TV viewing and movies. The response of the CIDG at this detactment is
outstanding since they are actually doing all the labor under the guidance of
the CIDG POLWAR Team and the engineering direction of a USASF I3 Team, Det A-342,
DONG XOAI, has completed a PX, club} meeting hall, barber shop (108 VN for a
good haircut), dependent housing and a school., Det A-301 has finished one
building of its planned CIDG dependent housing and recently replaced the entrance
sign over the local CIDG cemetery, Det A-343, DUC PHONG, has built & club and
has partially completed a theater/meeting hall. Det A-341, BU DOP, has constructed
a small chapel using salvaged armo crates, Det A-331, LOC NINH, recently
finished a tiled well in their dependent housing area and are revairing this
housing as material becomes available. Det B-36, LONG HAI, recently provided
engineer and skilled labor assistance in response to a request from a local
village chief who, though provided materials by CORDS, had no idea how to
constrict a needed village dispensary. During the FTX portion of the two CIDG
POLVAR team training courses the POLN/AR trainees spent one week working on.
civic action projects in the neiphborins hamlets, These nrojects .included repair -
of community buildings, re-digging the hamlet drainage ditches and generally
responding to reasonable requests for assistance from the villagers, This
project was very successful. The villagers, once thev saw that the CIDG
actually were serious abont these projects, came out of their homes, helped in
the physical labor, and even fed the CIDG POLWAR trainees their noon meals, In
return, vhen the CIDG trainces found that their labors were appreciated and
rewarded, they doubled their efforts,
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(5) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D), POLWAR teams continue with political
classes and dramatic performances for CSF troops. On 13 July, the Company POLNAR
team departed for Detachment A-L16 located at MY DIEN II, where they spent three
days with the CSF and their dependents., Entertainmont was provided for the troops
and their familes, as well as indoctrination classes, The POLVAR team also spent
congiderable time with the camp POLWAR squad, piving them assistance on future
planning, Visits to camps will continue at two each month,

(a) Psychological Operations (PSYOPS), Leaflets concerning the accomplish-
ments of the CSF and NSF were requested from the 10th PSYOP Bn for the purpose
of showing the friendly population exactly what the forces are capable of doing.
Wall newspaperboards were made by each PULWAR squad to show accomplishments,

(b) Psychological Warfare (PSYWAR), The 10th PSYOP Bn has been furnishing
printed media for distribution in enemy held areas, Armed nropaganda tcams have
conducted numerous missiors into GLAM, South of NUI COTO in CHAU DOC Province,
also in PHU NAUT Village, CHAU DOC, Themes used ‘or hostile population groups
range from information on the GVN to support provided for those loyal to GVN,

(c) Sorial Yelfare., Dependent Housing projects are springing up in IV
Corps around camps, so dependents can be accommodated, lealth and sanitation
programs have been organized to assist the CSF denendents in imnrovine their
living conditions.,. CRS and CARE have contributed heavily to our progran of
caring for retugees as well as %o CSF and their dependents,

(d) Motivation and Indoc*ri.ation. Victory celetrations are held following
each mission when CSF persommel perform exceptionably well, Group information
programs are conducted once or twice a week, using lessom plans provided by
higher headquarters., Subjects range from “your gpowernment and you" to "peace
, conference info", Sports contests are a big part of teachinp CSF personnel how
to work as a team, Various events, such as ping pong, volleyball and badminton,
are a part of the sports program.

(e} Civic Action. Numerous self help projects are being conducted through-
out Company D's TAOR, Projects indlude: bridpe repair, hospital and schoo®
repair, tuilding of schools, market places, and othars,
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k. Personnel.

(1) Strength. Authorized and assigned strengths st the hoginning and at the
close of the reparting period were as follows:

(a) Beginning of Period

. PF W EM ' AdQ
Authorizeds 691 2. 2765 3L8o
Assigneds . 639 23 729 339

(b) Close of Periods ,
| OFF WO EM  AGG
Authorizeds 691 2 2765  3u80
Assigned: 723 25 2190 3538

(2) Replacemnts. During this quarter a total of 199 officers and 830 en-
listed replicemsnts were recaived. During the same period, the losses were 115
officers and 769 enlisted. ‘

(3) Discipline.

(a) A total of 96 incidents vere reported t0 the Provost Marshal's Office
during the reporting period, 45 lsss than last reporting period,

(b) Judicial punishment has increased over the lsst period.

General Court Jartial 0
Special " . ' L
Summary ® . L

(c) Nonjudicial punishment has decreased by five from the last pericd.
Art 151 May 12 |
Jun 16
Jul 16 |
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(d) legal assistance was rendered to 110 ¢lients.

(a) Prodlems Lack of disciplipary code.for ®§DC. At present no disciplinary
cods or system exists for CIDG personnel which can be used to control them and
enforce orders, Without such a code, CIDG persommel will contimue to go AWOL
whenever they desire, In addition, military duties, such as guard, will contime
to be performed in a haphazard manner., In sctual jractice some camps do impose
fines; however, there is no sutharity for this snd the fines are not uniform. It
has been suggested that a code of non-judicial punishment be set up to solve this
problem, After much study including several consultations with VNSF counterparts,
‘this command has decided that such a suggestion is impractical, There are many
different ethnic groups within the CIDG and esch group responds to difforent
kinds of pundshment, For instance, striking a Vistrnamsse soldier msy be affsctive
in soms situations but under no circumstances shld this form of disciplipe be
administered to a Montagnard, Against Chinsse soldiers, fines are particulaly
effective, Such differences would make it difficult to devise a workable uniform .
code, Also, certain punishments are acceptabls if meted out by certadn cadre,
For example, a Montagnard soldier would accept confinsment by an Amarican or
another Montagnard but not by a member of the VNSF, Soms punishments are diffi-
cult to put in writing, such as, the use of "hot boxss® or filling knapsacis with
stones and making an individual crawl soms distance, Amy such code proposed by
the USASF would have to be acceptabls to the VNSF. The latter have different
concep 3 of punishments from the USASF, There would be problems in reaching
agreement on a mutually acceptabls code, Finally, such a cods would not be m
effoective detarrent to desertion and common crimes. lLegally, the CIDO are civi-
lians and can quit at will, As for common crimes, the CIDJ can only be punished
by civilian RVN suthorities., A suggestion, however, has been made wvhich could
solve this problem of discipline, 4 proposal is now before the Minister of De-
fense of the Republic of South Vietnam which would recognize the CIDG as & part
of the RVN military establishment, The CIDG, therefore, would be subject to the
RUN code of military justice and the jurisdiction of the military courts,

(L) ¥orals and Personnel Services. The evarall morele of the S5th Spacial Forces
Oroup could only be termsd outstanding.

(@) Tabulation of Persomnel Visitirg R4R ledve Centers,

May June C aly
Hawaid ‘ 50 50 70
Austrailia 3] ' ] n
Tokyo 18 13 16
Taipei 20 20 2
7
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Bangkok 35 33 Lo .

Manila 5 5 5

Kuala lagur L s é .
Penang 8 7 5

Sinpapure 6 6 21

Hong Kong 1% 22
158

4R allocations are increasing for Sth Special Forces Group, especially for the
more popular locations: Hawaii, Sydney, hnd Bangkok. These increases will koep .
pace with the higher assigned strength {igures,

(b) Promotions, The pumber of promotions rose provortionately with sssigned
personnel a3 a total of 251 enlisted personnel were promoted during the reporting

period,
{c) W. The following figures reflected an untiring
:g;uo:';,by the Career Counselor and & healthy state of morale among Sth Group per=
Category Eligible Reenlisted Percentage
RA first Term o 16 53.33%
HA Career 92 87 ShoSTH
AUS 10 2 20.00%

Also, L8 RA personnel extended their ETS, and 7 AUS personmwl accepted recall to
active duty in USARV, .

(d) Decorations iwarded. »
Award May - June July Total

Dsc 1 . L 1 é

FC 0 0 1 1

58 26 X 20 76
72
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1M 3 7 W  ®
sM 5 3 9 17
BV 96 . &8 & 1
BSS 135 226 126 187
ANV 3 8 3 17
It . 158 87. 10 385
ACK ¥ 16 32 . 38 85
wa B B m wB
(¢) Combat Badges.
May June July Total
CIB | 132 102 209 LL3
v W | 15 16 Ls
PES 1ns L8 29 . 192

#(Purpls Heart figures do not reflact those issued by hoepitals to SP perscammsl)

(£) W. The Orcup's chaplains made 231 viaite to SF detachments
and spenv a total of 215 days in the fisld ana 204 hours traveling by mr. A
total of 3566 personal contacts, such as counselings and interviews, were con~
ducted, Religiocus services held were as follows:

YUMBER ATTENDANCE
Catholie , 130
Protestant & 1357
Mamorial 2% 1088

(g) Special Services. The numbe* af movies shown at the Qrsen Berst Thcater and
attangance liguras are shown below. & betier selsction of films pwiially scocunts
for the grester sttendance in July,

13
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Month Films Shown Attendance
May a L938
Juns 20 523
duly 2 ' g1l

Cther Special Services ficilities available far use at ihe SFOB include two hand-
ball courts, basketball court, Kirate room, weight 1lifting room, horseshoe pits, and
reading rocm, There is also an excellent Army beach locatéd close by and an out-
board motor runabout availabls . for use by Special Forces personnel,

(5) FPersonnel Management.

(2) Requisitions. The cutrent group redquisition sysiam is functioning well with
only minor problems being encountered. One problem existing in enlisted requi~
sitions is the monthly submission of a total group five digit enlisted MOS inven-
tory report., This requires time that could be better devoted to other tasks,

USARV has informed Sth Group that a machine print-out of the group enlisted author-
ized and assigned strengths is to be effected in the near future and the sub=-
mission of an enlisted MOS inventory report will no longer be required.

(b) Critical MOS. At the present tima this headquarters has no sritical MCS
shortages for E and TDA positiouns, However, personnel are tseded and required
in certain positions in which tihere is no approved MTIOE or TDA,

(¢) Personpel Informtion Roster (FTR). The PIR is sent out monthly (by the tenth
of each month) and is due back to Group Personnel by the twenty-fifth of each
month, It contains information on suthorized slots by grade, MOS, and Job title
and personnsl filling the slot by nams, SN, grade, PLOS, SMOS, DOR, DEROS and re-
marks section, Problems encountsred in the preparation, distribution, and use of
the PIR information are due to the distance between subordinate units and Oroup
Headquarters and lack of transportation., It often takes seven to ten days for all
the PIR's to reach their destination. Because it takes the same length of time
for the material to get back to UPO, the comparmies have only a few days to wark
on their PIR, Each company-size unit PIR has approximately 350 to 4OO names to
be checked for all the data., With the companies' other work load, the tims ia in-
sufficient, The suspense date cannot be extended becsuse the last PIR is received
normally by the last of esch month., Our cutgoing suspense date is the tenth of
the month, To meet that suspense date, the PIR's musi{ be given to the typist mo
later than the third day of each month, This involves five companies, a Head-
quarters Unit, and thirteen separate detachments, Approximately a week is needed
by UPO in order to verify the new PIR's, Each month the PIR section performs an

T4
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MOS Inventory from the PIR which provides infarmation on critical shortages and
upcoming losses within 90 days., This is broken down by company with a three
digit MOS breakdown for group. Invariably 20 to 60 EM and officers ars not
accounted for. The PIR breskdown is balanced but when applied against Morning
Report entries it is found to be incorrect. It is not feasibls to check every
PIR against each 201 File to detsrmine whers the remainder of personnel are
assigned because of time limitations, While this procedure is accomplished for
one company each month, the other companies’PIR's that have been previously
corrected are again in error. A msthod to verify each PIR quickly is being .
soughty Then of course there are typographical srrors, Wwhile mdnor, they are
still a problem to a truly accurate PIR., Typogrsphical errors ars seldom
caught and if the existing omes are not caught they contime from monmth to
month with rew ones being added. In addition there is a problem of posting new
personnel to the FIR and thes changes that occur dus to promotion, Med Evac's,
KiA's and PCS's, They are handled to some degres of accuracy during the middle
of the month buf not at the end of the month and the beginning of the new month,
Bscause of changing PIR's, the section is behind in posting for approximately
10 days., Companies are not utilizing manpower properly according to their PIR.
For example, 913's fill 05B slots and 12B's fill 11F slots, A "start from
scratch" PIR has been tried and still the companies shuff{le their MOS's to have
E7's in E5 slots e*c,. Some method is necessary to insurs proper duty assigne
ment of psrsonnel and their being reported as excess if they can not fill a
vacancy, The Command Readir sss Team which is being initiated shouid alleviate
this problem, In sum.ary, personnsl managemsot problems bread down into two main
groups, lack of time to properly prepare an accurate PIX each month and too few
msthods of verifying the information on the sxisting PIR. The ideal solution would
be the introduction of mutomatic data processing.

(6) Civilian Employees.

{(a) Strength, The last quarter of fiscal year 1968 saw a reduction in-civilian
personnel of employees, The last quarter started with a total of 3670 civile
ians and ended with a total of 3615. The low for the quarter occurred in May
with a total of 3599 personnel, '

(b) Recruitmsnt. Recruitment is encouraged in the vicinity of detachments
throughout tre Republic of Vietnam when position vacancies are anticipated and
funds/positi  authorizations are available. Prefersnce in selection is given toi
current smployees who are qualified and are subject to reduction in force, dis-
abled CIDG veterans and widows of deceased CIDG veterans if qualified, and former
employees who have applied for rsemployment after release from military service
with honoratls discharges., Local recruitment requires the detachment to locate
applicants who appear to possass necessary qualifications for the particular
vacancy, to submit to their "C" Detachment the required forms necessary to obtain .
the appropriate security clearance from the local military security service detach-
ment, and 'to provide the applicant with a physical examination which will be made a

part of his records. CONFIDENTIAL
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(¢) Pay. Civilians are paid from CIDG Funds in accordance with the pay grades
suthorized in the US Forces Classification manual, Vietnam. Individuals who
qualify may also receive a family allowance, combat pay, and language differen~
tial pay. Newly hired employees are hired at one grade below that authorized
for the position for a period of thirty davs. Satisfactory completion of this

. temporary apoointment will warrant promotion to the authorized pay grade, Em-
ployees cannot be ratad highsr than the authorized pay scale for the position
they occupy.

(7) I Corps Tactical Zons (Company C).

(a) Morale and Personnel Services, Morale within this organization remains at

4 high isvel, it has oeen cusivomary to rotate personnel after serving om A Dew
tachmant sites for six months to the C Detachment., This policy is adhered to as
mich as the tactical and replacement situation permits., Requests for R & R and
leave are processed and honored to the maximum practical extent, During the re-
porting period 57 persons were afforded R & R to aporoved leave centers, This
unitv has two helicopters with crews attached for duty at all times, This affords
a regular pick-up and dissemination service for mail on almost a daily basis. A
representative of cach staff section is encouraged to visit each A Detachment at
least once each two weeks, Specisl Services equipment is requisitioned directly
from the supporting Speclal Services activity in this area. Support to date has
been excellsnt, This unit also maintains a close relationship with the local
USC and regularly receives paperbound books, playing cards, cigarettes, and food
packages for distribution to members of the unit,

(b) Personnel erent. There have been no seriocus managemant problems al-
though tnere nas h26n a large turnover of key personnel within the reporting per-
iod. The activation of Det B-16 with two new subordinate A Detachments has
created su.. personnel shortages, however, they are being filled as replacements
becoms available, Retraining of current assets has assisted in this area,
Emphasis 1s also placed upon the identification and elimination of personnel de-
ternined to be unqual'fied or inefficient in their assigned duties, or who are
habitual offenders of proper morale and discipline principles. It is felt that
their contimued assignment to a unit working so closely with host-country person-
nel is not in the best interests of current U.S. objectives in Vistnam,

(e¢) Civilian Bmployees. This unit employs a total of 333 civilian Q:gloyggs.
ihese civiiing are uvilized in various administrative, mechanical, medical and
logistical r.weitions, Civilians are also =mployed as combat interpreters and
interprernr. 1 slators, Applicants are interviewad by the civilian personnel
Afficve o e ISASF supervisor of the saction for which they are seeking employ-
e, ., . .
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(8) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B).

(a) Morals and Personnel Services. Postal service is excellent with mail be-
ing delivered at least three times a week to the A sites and daily to the B and C
detachmants, Special Services are adequate, although the Officer Club facility
is small and no library exists in the unit at present. Finally, religious ser-
vices are held once a week at the C detachment and B detachmsnts and at lesst once
a month at each A camp.

(b) Personnel Management, In the next 60 days L6 EM will be lost. Over half
of these will be in operations MOS's, Ejght will be in medical MOS's, There is A
need for cooks in one detachment and the C detachment. In the next 30 days 71L's
(Admin Supv E6, ES, and below) will be a major problem. A mindirmum of eight
supply persomnel are required to maintain just the present capacity for the FSP
at C-2 and at B-23.

(e) Civilian Employees, Uompany B utilizes 289 appropriated fund employees,
The MSF (B-20) employs 92 people, Two of the B detachments have approximataly )hS
peopls each whils B-23 employs 116 civilians. Each of the 2L A detachments has
about 25 employeces, Employees are utilized by all staff sections as interpreters,
sidlled laborers, technicians, and administrative personnel. Approximately 100
non-appropriated and appropriated fund employees are hired through local cirilian
personnel offices. A special attempt is nade to hirs dependents of decsasad CTi0
or disabled CIDG., All employees are organized and managed under the umit funls
officer, He supervises their pay, whathar from the CIDG anvropriated fund or the
non-appropriated mess funds.

(9) III Corps Tactical Zons (Comparny 4).

(a) General. The health records for assigned and attached pesrsonnel to Com-
pany A wers transferred from Group Headquarters to Bien Hoa. Many advantages wil’
result from this change, Records will be posted on a much more accurate and
timely basis, They will be available for local reference during treatment. Phy- -
icals can be conducted at unit level, Health record will now accompany the re-
mains of all personnel idllad in action whereas in the past, they were mailad at
a later date, The personnel and finance records for the IRRP (Long Range Recrm-
naissance Patrol) personnel attached to the 36th MSFC wsre transferred from
Group Headquarters to their parent units. (lst Infantry Division, 25th Infantry
Division, 1llth Ariiored Cavalry Regiment, II Fiald Force Vietnam, 199th light In-
fantry 3rigade, and $th Infantry Division), The basic reason behind the transfe
was to improve personrel actions, reassignment actions, finance support, and
casualty reporting., The current procedures far the shiprent of personal praper!-
for personnel who are medically evacuated to hospitals outside the Remublir of
Vietnam were altered, A survey of 17 cases showsd that it took an average of 9
days from the date of reassignment order until the »aperwork was processed : !
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the property shipped, In most cases the individual was in the hospital about 12
days from the date of the WIA to ths date of the order. Tims the property often
arrived after the individual left the hdspital either for CONUS or return to RVN,
To correct this situation, reassignment orders are now picked up early rather
than waiting for them through channels, Also if the individual has very little
property, his belongings are delivered to the hospital before he is medically
svacuated 80 he can hand carry them. On 12 June, an Sl conference was held to
orient all subordinate level Sl's on personnsl and administrative policies, Gen-
erally, adjutants of B-detachments are not experienced in admm.stntion. In-
struction on over 100 personnsl subjects and procedures was given,

(b) Morale Personnsl Services,. Actions wers taken with lst Logistical Oom-
mand ‘Sped vices o obtain six unit libraries for issue td each B-detachment and
the C detachment., Each library will have between 300 and 400 books., Each detach~
ment has constructed a library area at its location., Special Services athlstic
equipmant is being obtained for the A and B detschments, Although the squipment
has not been received, all administrative action has been completed. Company A
headquarters s built basketball, volleyball, and tennis courts., As a resuit of
MSF battalions operating serarataly, a mail delivery problsm was cresated. To
dissalve the problsm, the casualty line mumbers were used %0 break down mail by
ISF undt location for direct delivery by helicopter. Mail is delivered almost
once a day to B detachments, Mail deliverv tims from CONUS to the remcte A detach-
ments averages eight or nine days,

(¢) Civilian Personmel. Civilian personnsel employsd by Company A and subordinate
detachmnts rumber aimost 460 to include 245 workers performing administrative and
logistical services at the company hesadquarters and slmoat 215 supporting combat
opsrations at A and B detachments, Employees ars recruited by Comparr A, CPO,
from the Bien Hoa and Saigon areas, Applicants for employment must undergo a
series of tests administered by the CPO, Once the spplicant is found to be techni-
cally qualified, he then fills out two application forms: 4 personnel question-
naire and a sponsor statement, Using these forms a VISF Security Officer investi«
gates the applicant., The employees only start working upon completion of the
security investigation. Employees are assigned to cections or detachments de-

pending on Job vacancies within the authorized vivilian table of distribution,
ghe CPO pays and manages civilian emplcyeas in accordance with the Sth SFGA Reg
90-10

(10) IV Corps Tactical Zons (Company D).

{a) riorales and Personnel Services. Mail goes to each detachment a minimum of

three times a week with continued effort to utilize ali available aircrart for
this purpose, The unit fund sponsored one party, sending beer and food stuffs to
each A detachment. Twelve to fifteen movies are sent to each detachment monthly.
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Personnsl on detachments c& utilize the recrsational facilities st Can Tho on
visits to this area. These facilities include temnnis courts and a swimming
p‘ozl at the MACY compound, the USO establishment, local chapels, and the Det
c Chlbo

(b) Personnel Managemsnt, The only problem encountered is nonpublication and
late receipt of orders for permanent change of station and separation fron the
service, Several cases occurred where indiriduala had to report to Group far
ascheduled DEROS without orders,
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(1) Medical.

(1) USASF Medical Care, The mumber and dispersed location of Sth
SFG (Abn) persomnel make 1t virtually imrossible fer one dentist to
provide adequate care for all of Special Forces in Vietnam., As a result
of conversations between the Group Dental Surgeon and Major General
Robert Shira, Chief of the Army Dental Service, steps have been taken -
to ohtain another dentist for Special Forces in Vietnam as authorized
in our MICE.

{2) CIDG Medical Care, Due to a chronic shortage of SF qualified

ancillary medical personnel, both the Special Forces and the Airborne
requirements have been dropped for 91S, 91P, 71J, 92B, and 91E personnel.

(3) vVeterinary Medicine, Due to the large area covered by Special
Forces and the great need for veterinary suppart, the veterinarian
assigned to Group cannot do the required job. This situation has been
dizcussed with the Chief Veterinarian in Vietnam at USARV Headquarters.
As a result, an additional veterinarian will be assigned to the Sth SFG/
in September 1968, -

(4) Medical Supplies, In May 1968 Special Forces was cut off from
drawing m&dical supplies through the 32nd Medical Depot., While investi«
gating the problem we found that Special Farces can peceive better medical support
by ordering all. supplies from Ckinawa and shirping directly from Nha Trang.
As a result Special Forces A,B, and C detachments draw medical supplies
from the SFOB and close control 1s exercised over all requisitions,

(5) Teaining, Durirg the second quarter of 1968 Special Forces
personnel at A,B, and C detachment levels trained a total of Ll2 CIDG
aiimen, 172 indigenous nurses, and one advanced dental technician.

(6) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C) ,

(a) Medical Cars. USASF personnel receive emergency care, first aid
treatment and primar— diagnosis at the Company C dispensary. vhen hosp-
italization is required USASF personnel are admitted to Army or Navy
hospitals in I corps. The company C CIDG hospital serves the medical
needs of the CIDG and MSF in I CTZ. The capabilities of this hospital
are adquate except for major surgical procedures. Army, Navy, and German
hospital ship facilities fill requirements “or major swgery and their
coocperation has been cutstanding in this area.
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(b) Problems. Some persomel-are unnecessarily evacuated from the
field for minor wounds and illness, however, this problem is being
resolved by closer cooperation between USASF and VNSF medics in the field.
Another problem is that VNSF counterpart doctor obstinately refuses to
cooperate in the care of CIDG patlents. The CIDG hospital has adequate
space and personnel for all CIDG patiente in I Corps. The VNSF doctor
has offered no assistance at thls hospital for the past three months.
Discussions with our c-unterpart lead to agreement that all CIDG patients
should be treated at this site and that he would join the staff as physe
ician and assist in patient care. So far, ccoperation from the VNSF
has been withheld in efforts to get CIDG patients transferred from Dui
Tan hospital and the VNSF dispensary. In many instances these two
facilities provide unsatisfactory care and are havens for malingerers,

A solution to this problem is not obvious at present; however efforts
toward an understanding will continue.

(¢) Training, In June, thirty five indigencus nurses snd medics
received the basic six week course. Thirty one of the thirty five students
passed the examinations. The four that failed were Montagnerds who had
difficulty with the language; however, because they showed ouvious
enthusiasm and interest, they were provisionally passed to obtain full
qualification after OJT. Thirty three are employed at A sites and two
at this location. A new class is programmed for September,

(d) MEDCAPS. Previously no supplies have b.en received specifically
for MEDCAFS, X new channel evidently has just opened via the lLacietical
Cormand and this will be exylored for obtaining supplies. MFDCAPS have
utilized our regular supplies in the past, When-supplies become available
A team.. can expand their programs. The hospital, at present, has personnel
to initiate a MEDCAT team to supplement A team efforts,

(7) .11 Corps Tactical Zone, (Company B)

(#) Medical Care, The medical and dental records of USASF personnel
in B Company have been transferred from the SFOB to the (DG Hospital.
Cooperation wi th the 71st Evacuation Hospital has contiimed in Jental amd
medical specialties for USASF persomnel. '

(b) Veterinary Medicine, A rlan has been developed to imwnize
do~s in the C detacnment areas with rabies vac :ine,

(c) Medical supply has been the most severe rroblem area at the CIDG
Hospital in recent moths. For example, on 27 July 68, the CIDG Hospital
was completely ocut of such essential items as Ringers Lactate and 5%
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Dextrose/Nater (intreavenous fluids), adhesive tape i inch ace dandages,

inch cast plaster, and intravenous cathetars, Su lsvels of disposabls
xl:'eealee, e Rs et Payringa s DL eon ~eripiany Ydat s P o1 i, oo

chloroamphermal were critically low. Fortunately, the 71st Bvacuation did
assist the CIDC Hospital to mome extent, but it is quite embarrassing

when a hospital has to ask another -haspital for such basic medical items

as those mentioned above, In fact, medical supplies reached such a low

ebb that several patients had to be transferred to other hospitals in the

area. It is hoped that the, procurement of medical supplies from Okinamwa through
the SFOB will rrevent this problem from recurring. :

(d) Training. The CIDG Hospital completed a ten week basic medic -
course for fontagnards and Vietnamese from II Corps. The course con-
sisted of didactic instruction and on the job training by Special Farces
medics, physiclans, murses, and laboratory technicians from CIDG Hosp-
ital with cooperation from persomel at the 81st Evacuation Hospital.
Experience has shown that an intermediats course following the basic
course is necessary if the student is to acquire any adertness as a medic,.
This program is being worked on at the present time and consists of more
on the job training than the primary course. Nurses from the 7lst Evacuation:
Hospital were invited to tour the CIDG Hospital. As a result a mmber
volunteered to spend their free time working at the hospital not only
in petient care but in teaching the indigenous persomnel mursing and
sterile techniques, The two Montagnard medics. workirg at the CIDG Rospital
‘were selected by the surgeon because of their basic intelligence and their
aptitude for medicine., They accompany on daily rounds, assist in oper-
ations and complete asasigments in basic science and medical textboocks.

The projected plan is to tutor them and others of their caliber over a
period of years until they have a‘tained a comparable level with that of
a Vietnamese doctor.

(e) MEDCAPS. Several MEDCAPS were conducted by the C Detachment 4in
the past THFE€S months., Experience has shown that, except tor she civic
action and propaganda value, MEDCAPS are a waste of manpower and ars
impractical from a medical point of view. Statistics are being compiled
but most of the patients sannot be itrsated because of inadequate medical
facilities and the need “or frequent follow up over rrolonged periods.
Sufficient amounts of drugs to cure the illnmesses cannot be given because
of fear of overdoses or because the drugs need to be maniforced for .
possible toxicity and side effects. M DCAPS could be equipped with mobile
laboratory facilities or even portable X-ray units, Unfortunately, this
seems unfeasible, Arrangements could be made to medevac patients

"requiring hospital care., This is also impractical because most of the
people are unwilling to leave their villares to come to the hospital.
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Therefore at the present time, IZDCAPS are of little value in serving
the medical needs of the indigenous population. Time would be better
utilized if one of the more intellivent natives (male or female) were
trained as a medic and returned to his village,

(8) III Corps Tactical Zone., (Company A),

(a) USASF Medical Care., Basic medical care is given to USASF paraomg],
at the CIDG hospital, including routine sick call and im-unization. Where
more advanced care is required, USASF versomnel are sent to either the 93rd
Ev-cuation or the 2Lth Evacuation Hospitals in Long Binh. Emergency
dental work is done at the 93rd 3Ivacuation Hospital., lNMost non emer-
gency work is sent to the Group Dental Officer at iha Trang.

(b) CIDG Care, The CIDG Hospital is composed of two LO bed wards,
two operating rooms, a combination laboratory and ¥-ray facility, mess
hall and supporting activities. It handles emergen:ies, definitive,
and surgical patients, Ninety percent of all treatment 1s surgical in
nature. The staff handles between 30 and 50 cases a month, and an ~
average of 150 minor procedures which in:lude DPO's (delayed pr imary closure)
The hospital has an average of 80 patients per day under treatment.,
The convalescent center at Long Binh will be able to handle patients
in another week or so., With the addition of a capable medical staff
whose only function will be convalescent work, it is exrected that the
many long term care patients will recover much quicker than at present,
The hospital has a preventive medicine specialist and the Preventive
Medicine Frogram is formalized as a separate section., More of the
Jpecialized techniques and equirment are being brought into use,
Inspections and visits to the camps in III Corps further expanding
the Preventive Medicine Trogram to the lowest levels of command whers
it will be most effective., At pres:nt, we have no serious preventive
medicine problems in III Corps.

(c¢) Veterinary Medicine, At present we have no veterinary medicine
problems at Company A, There have been no significant diseases, epidemics,
or veterinary immunization problems,

(d) Medical Suprlies. The medical operations for the CIDG Hospital,
B, and A detachments are a responsibility of the Si section. This inclndaa
all phases of command, supervision, .and support., In the past, the only
problem was the long fime /10 Aavs or more) required to train the medical
supply replacement. Training was needed since medical supply speeialists were
hard to get and the position was usually filled with a 91&5 Company A
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is now fortunate to have a genuine medical supply specialist. Im
general the supply situation has been more than adequate and operations
will continmue to improve when moved into the new building,.

(e) Training, The training of the UNSF at the. CIDG Hospital is the
principal training program in effect. At present there is one VISF surgeon
and 1i NCO medics., They are being trained in both the medical and ad-
ministrative aspects of hospital operations, Much emphasis has been
placed upon improving the working relationship with the VNSF medic
countermrts, Joint US.SF/VNSP were instituted and they have been very
helpful. The YNSF are now doing a greater volume of work, and much of
it 13 more advanced than before, Also there are more joint medical
activities,

(£f) Miscellaneous, The hcspital is expected to start a gensral "face
lifting" to include remodeling the surgeon's office,wards, latrine,
'Xeray and laboratory facilities. '

(8) IV Corps Tactical de (Company D),

(a) USASF Medical care., A and B detachment personnel
medical or dental treatment are sent to Company D on the first avallable
ajrcraft. Persomnel wounded on operations are irmsdiately evacuated
to the 3rd Surgical Hospital (Dong Tam), The C-mpany D surgeon holds -
sick call daily. He is on call 24 hours a day to treat USASF personnel
on an smergency hasis, Tatients that require special treatment are
placed in medical evacuation churmels. Persomel -~equiring dental treat-
ment are treated by either the Dental Surgeon from Sth SF Op when he maime
his rounds of the Camps or at the 13th Aviation Battalion Dispensary,

(b) CIDC Medical Care, During the reporting periocd the Compmy

D medical” section treated 1700 CIDG patients and 3150 dependents/

civilians, USASF medical personnel at the A detachments treated a total
of 23,307 CIDG patients and 22,998 dependents/civilians. A4 total of
1303 persons received inoculations, The preventive medicine program 1is
concentrating on preparing for the forthcoming flocd season, All psrson~-
nel are receiving cholera and plagus innoculations; arsas are being rat-
proofed and water supplies are being checked to insure against contamimtion.
A Letter of Instruction is being prepared by “ompany D to cutline the
responsibilities of camp personnel.

(¢) Hospital Prccram, On 13 June 1968 Comparmy D opened a 16 bed
disrensary for the treatment of CIDC/USASF persomnel. CIDU persomel
formerly could only be treated at ARVI{/Civilian hospitals, The clinic
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includes a doctor's office , treatment room, labaratory, shower/toilet
and a 16 bed ward.

(d) Veterinary Medicine, There are no problem areas in IV Corps.
USASF medical personnel treat an occasional pig, cow, or other animal for
worms or pneumonia. All dogs that are pets of members of the various
camps have been treated for worm infestation and have received rabies’
innoculations,

(e) Medical Supply, Medical supply to IV Corps is generally
good, The following items, however are in short supply: Procaine :
Pennicillin, 1,500,000 units. Insecticide, spray, aerosol, Tetracycline,
250 mgm tablets, Bicillia, 1,200,000 units, Surgical tape, 3 inch.
Sronge, guaze, surgical, 2X2's, Myoolog cream,

(f) Training, TIr Company D medical section has outlined a program
of instruction where indigenous personnel employed at the various A teams
receive a course in laboratory procedures, Only 2 students receive
instruction at one time, This insures that the student receives person-
alized instruction. The instructor is Vietnamese so there is no language
problem, .

© (g) MEDCAPS, All USASF medical personnel at A detachment level
are contimually conducting medical patrols within their Area of Operations.
Many of these patrols are in conjunction wath combat operations, Company
D/VNSF C- conducted 3 MEDCAPS in the surrounding CAN THO Area. These
P trols are conducted in conjunction with the CA section, A total of
1138 patients were treated, Short supply of items in paragraph e. (L)
above have restricted the mmber of MEDCAPS,
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m. Signal,
(1) rationa. During the reporting period all means of commmication

utilized within 5th SF Gp continued to operate at a high level of efficiency.

(2) Training, A number of personnel assigned to the Sth SFGA in the 0SB
MOS8 do not yet have the necessary proficiency to be a Specisl Forces Radio
Operator. A cormunications orientation course has been estahlished for them,
This course, consisting of Ll hours of instruction, has proven adequate to
insure that Radio Operators are proficient in Continuous Wave (CW) operations
and familiar with the cormunications equipment utilized in the Sth SFGA,

(3) New Concepts/Equipment.

(a) The Robins Model 671/ Tl foot crank-up tower is being utilized to
aextend the FM capabilities between A and B detachments, Prior to this, there
existed a definite problem with ™M communications between the B detachment and
its subordinate A detachments, The use of convenitional relays or retramsmission
facilities on the highest possible terrain features was unsuccessful in most
cases because of the difficulty of securing and protecting these suitabls sites
for an extended period of time, :

(b) The TSC-26 radio now installed in Co E (Signal) has not caused sny
major technical problems which would require the presence of the two civilian
technical representatives originally assigned. Furthermors, Co E now has an
NCO who is technically qualified to repair this radio and the two civilian
representatives have been returned to ECOM contrel. In the event that "in-
house" rescurces and persomnel capabilities can not meet maintenance requirements

in the future, civilian technical representatives will be requested on a DY
basis,

(4) I Corps Tactical Zone (C Company).

(a) rations, Teletype operations (both RATT and TROPO) and the SSB
nets (botp and voice) are definitely the work-horses of the company, Twenty-
four hour communieations are maintained with higher headguarters on secure
teletype and with all subordinate camps on SSB, This capability provides an
operation which is one of the most ‘reliable and effective in Vietnam, ™M
communications are somewhat of a problem due to the fact that C Company does
not have direct communications with all camps. Messages can be relayed to the
more distant camps but this system, though adequate s not desirable,
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(v) Training. Campany C training provides specific instruction in all
phases of radio operations. All instruction and training is OJT and has resulted
" in each man being proficient in any phase of compahy cammunications to include
base-station radio and A detachment radio operdtions.

(¢) New Conceots/Equipment. The new FM secure equipment will arrive shortly
and will be evaluated durineg the next quarter. ,

(5) II Corps Tactical Zone (B Company).

. (a) Operationg, The establishment of a tromospheric sca‘ter ci_rcuit to
QUI NHON has greatly enhanced telecommunication to B=22, A cirenit te IFPORCEV
has been established between S3, Co B and G3, IFFORCEV, It enahles the operations
sections to coordinate via secure communications, Equipment for the establishe
ment of the S3 circuit was not available at the time of circuit activation.
This problem was resolved by acquiring equipment on loan from the Shth Signal
Battalion., The efficiency of all means of communications within Co B is reliable
with the exception of two radio teletype circuts. These two circuits are due
for conversion to tropospheric scatter.

(b) New "oncepts/Equipment. An attempt was made to raise a balloon (Little
Joe Project) with radio relay equipment a‘tached, The balloon burat before an
adequate test could be conducted.

(6) III Corps Tactical Zone (A Company).

. (a) gg_e_rations. Company A headquarters terminates two VHF telaetype circuits,
. one from Det B-33, HON QUAN, and one from Det B-3kL, SONG BE, This is an
excellent means of providing teletype commmications, howsver, the circuit
to HON QUAN is of low quality and causes periodic problems in communications, -
Conversely, the S5O0IG BE circuity is of excellent auality and provides a highly
reliable communications link. Requests have been sutmitted to USARV for additional
VHF circuits to Det B-32 and Det B.36, A1l operational B-dstashments and the
36th MSFC subordinate to Campany A have radio teletype commmications capability.
In the case of detachments B~33 and B-3L, this capabilitv i3 orimarily a backup
if their VHF circuits become in-operative, Radio teletyne 13 ncrmally a reliable
meafis of camunications; however, this reliability varies with changes in weather,
time of day and yearly gensong. It is also highly denendent upon the operator's
knowledge of radio theory and radio wave propapation., For these reasnns VHF
teletype i3 a much more desirable means of communications, SGB voice radio,
AN/FRC-93, provides the Commander's Radio Net to all detachments subordinate to
Company A, All B-detachments and the 36th MSFC monitor this net 24 hours a day
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while all A detachments enter the net upon request, A larpe volume of traffic
is passed on this net in the form of phone patches between Company A and
subordinate detachments., An average of sixty patches are effected daily with
the majority originating within the Company A Staff, As a result, the volume

of traffic transmitted over teletype means is greatly reduced, In addition to
phone patches, SSB voice is used “or coordination of teletyme as well as a backup.
Special Forces in III CTZ are extremely foriunate since the terrain vermits

M communications far in excess of the planning ranpe for FM radios, It is not
unusual to communicate over 170 kilometers with FM equinment., In addition, NUI
BA DEN Mountain, the highest terrain in III CTZ, provides an excellent razdio
relay site that has »roven vital to operations, Throurh this relay, any Special
Forces team in III CTZ can communicate with any othor, With the addition of
speech security equipment, the role of M will be even rreater,

(b)' Trainigg. Cémpany A has been exneriencing s critical shortage of
trained radio and radio teletvme operators, To offset this, both onethe-job and
crostraining nrograms have been initiated at the Company and B team level,

(e) New Concepts/E~uipment, The MSS of the 36th MSFC muet have a radio
teletype canability when denloyed, In the n-st this canahility was prorided by
an AN/GRC-26D teletyne van, As *this van was quite large, movment was a nrohlem
every time a new M5S was established., To allevis‘e this oroblem, a modified
varsion of the AN/GRC.26D was obtained, The latter was mounted in a much smaller
van with wheels, This new van can easily be air lifted by heliropter or C-123
aircraft while the wheels allow it to be towed for short -istances, It can be
positioned at an exact selected site within the MSS, This van has been used on
geveral operations and has provem itself superior ‘o the nrevious system, Airboat
communications posed another problem, Company A is required to nrovide FM
cammunications for the airboat platoon, located at Det A-352, TRA CU, After
extensive experimentation a satisfactory communications system was developed for
the airboats, This system consists of a RT-505/PRC-25 radio, a specially
fabricated mount, a waterproofed Air Force noise suppressor headset with
microphone (modified to fit an AN/PRC-25), a long wire antenna system, and
extra long connecting cables with a push button tyne aswitch to activate the
microphone. This system was installed in an airboat and tests were conducted
under full throttle conditions.  From the ounner's position radio contact was
established from the boat to Det B-35 approximately 20 kilometers away. .
From the driver'!s position, contact could be established a. 3/L engine speed.
Mounts and antennas have tren installed in all airboats thereby permitting
radios to be interchanped between boats with little loss of time. Another
significant improvement in Comparny A communications was achieved since sneech
gecurity equipment for ™ radios has been obtained in suf"icient quantity to
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provide secure voice circuits between all detachments, This equipment is of two
types, the KY-8/TSEC and the KY-38/TSEC, A secure voice circuit has been installed
between the company A TOC and II FFORCEV using the AN/VRC-46 radio and a KY-8/TSEC
cipher device, By early Aupust, all B detachments and the NUI BA I[EN relay will
have secure ™ voice circuits, using the KY-8/TSEC and terminating at Company A,
These secure circuits will provide a more expeditious backup mrnans for teletype.
All operational A-detachments will receive the KV-38/TSEC but this requires use

of Radio Set AN/PRC-77. This radio set is similar to the AN/PRC-25 but is

adapted for use with the KY-38/TSLC, Headquarters, Sth SFGA, presently has 500
of these radios on order and until their arrival, the KY-38/TSEC cannot be placed
in operation., The reliability of this equipment is yet to be determined,

(d) Migcellaneous, The importance of land line (telephone) communciations
(both internal and outgoing) cannot be overstressed, At the beginning of the
rainy season, approximatsly SO? of the dial system was rendered inoperative,

To prevent this from reoccurring, several steps were taken, All old internal
telephone cablos, mostly WD«l wire lines, were replaced with 26 pair calbes. The
dial system phones were renaired and alternate cahlaes were installed between
Campany Headquarters perscnnel (to include two hot lines) and, at the same .ime,
provide spare lines to prevent lengthy telephone outage.

(7) IV Corps Tactical Zone (D Campany).

(a) Operations. During the period 1 May throurh 31 July 1968, Campany D
cammunications center processed 3,40). incaming and 4,155 outzoing messares,
Commumications center overations continued to % hampered “w a shortage of
personnel. The signal maintenance facility began the remorting period 'vith a
backlog of 235 deadlined items, During the repar tinpg neriod the .irmal
maintenance facility received L31 items for repair. L1l were re uired and
returned to the detachments, 11 were deadlined for parts, 21 were evacuated
for higher echelon maintenance and none wers awaiting evacuation at the end
of the reporting period. 211 were carried forward as deadlined, Campletion
of a signal warehouse allowed the signal maintenance shop to expand its office
space. This expansion coupled with the addition of a signal parts clerk has
allowed closer supervision of the maintenance flow, As a result the signal
maintenance facility is able tn pinpoint its prohlem areas and resolve them,
giving 4 more efficient maintenance flow. During the month of Mav, all single
sideband radio nets within Company D were monitored by the 10lst Radio Reesarch
Campany. A total of 31,557 transmissions were monitored -nd four security
violations were discovered, Three tynmes of practice dangerous to transmission
security were also uncovered, In the month of July, Company D and all its
subordinate detachments FM radio nets wers monitored by the 10lst R-dio Resesrch
Company, using a mobile station located at MOC HOA and an airborne monitoring
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station, No security violations or practices dangerous to transmission security
were detected. Also, in the month of July, Company D, B-kl, and B-L3 underwent
an inspection of their respective Crypto facilities by a ’ceam headed by the Group
- Crypto custodian, No security violations were found. Discrepancies in paperwork
were correctad on the spot,

(b) Training, All detachments have been directed to make all contacts om

the Group Zmergency Ne® using the AN/GRC-109 radio set. While not the primary

Special Forces radio in Vietnam, this radio is still the »rimarv means of

_ communication for Special Forces units in general, It is felt that the use of
this radio for emergency contacts will allow Special Forces radio operators to

~ maintain proficiency in use of this set,

(c) New Concepts/Equipment. Due to atmospheric conditions during the rainy
season, RTIl recention became poor in late morning and aftermoon hours. This
resulted in SITREPS and ISIMS being late in reaching their respactive staff
sections, The deadline for the SITREP and ISUM was changed from 1500 to 1200,
This resulted in these reports being transmitted in the early moring. It can be
seen that this present deadline will have to be adjustad as the seasons of the
year and the corrssponding atmospheric conditions change. The 52nd Signal Bn
complated construction of a VHF RTT system to MOC HOA and CHAU DOC, This system
if for the use of MACV teams at these locations, removing MACV traffic from
Special Forces RIT nets,

(d) Miscellaneocus., In many cases, submission of requisitions for signal .
spare parts through normal supply channels resulted in delays in getting these
parts due to misrouted or lost requisitions., Coordination was made with Group
Headquarters to deliver spars parts directly from the Company D Signal Maintenance
facility to the Group Signal Warshouse, Results of this change have shown up in
the significant reduction of items deadlined for parts, Detachments were turning
in deadlined signal items to the Signal Maintenance facility in batches of 10 -
15 radios at one time. This was causing an unnecsssary workload on the signal
maintenance facility, resulting in excessive downtime of dazadlined signal items,
A program was instituted to get all deadlined signal items turned in for repair
as soon as possible after they werd deadlined, Immediate result of this program
was an unusually large backlog of deadlined signal items, However, as this
backlog was reduced, the downtime of deadlined signal items was correapondingly
reduced,
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a. Camptroller,
(1) Appropriated fund management.

(a) There has teen considerable activity during July towards establishing
program managers within the prim~ry staff for the in-country nortion of the
Opzrations and Yaintenance funding programs, Each apnlicable staff section is
to be assigned responsibility for the cost cell falling within its responsibility
¢? operations., Cost ceilings will be provided on a quarterly basis, Comptroller
will furnish expenditure data so that progress can be measured against program
levels, In addition, the expenditures made for each program within a Campany
will be raduced to expenditures per 100 CIDG soldiers, This will permit
camparison of Companies in terms of relative performance as well as total
expenditures, and will allow the Coammander to objectively determine the effective-
neass of each C Detachment Commander to utilize resources,

(b) There has also been considerable effort to establish controls over the
PEMA obligation authority, The primary difficulty lies in the fact that an
effective, reaponsive, and timely cost system is not in effect, Obligation
Authority consists of Ammunition--45%, and long lead time mission essential
equipment--35%, There is no problem in administrative control of the long lead
time mission essential equipment because all requisitions are tightly controlled
by the Sth SFGA and obligations are rscorded at the %ime the requisitions pass
through the United States Counter Insurgency Office in Okinawa, There is a
problem in administrativwe and operational control of the smmmition vortion of
the obligation authority because nearly all issues of ammunition are made by
1st Log Cmd in Vietnam to elements of the Sth SFOA scattered throughout the RVN,
1lst Log Cmd does not currently have an effective method for documentins and
costing these ammunition issues to Sth SFGA, This may bs due in large part to
the fact that the Sth Gp is but one of many custcmers within a principally free
{ssue ammmition system, It misht be acdvisable to consider placing Sth SFOA on
¢ mon~reimburseabls basis for issus of ammunition made by 1lst Log Cmd, The
p- imary disadvantapge to this proposal is that it would elimina‘te financial
management control for ammunition from the Farasol Switchback funding system.
Another disadvantage to consider is the effsct free issue of ammunition to the .
Sth 3p would have on priority., The Uroup does not operate under a TCE or TA as
do the conventional units in RVN, Whethsr or not ammunition issues are made
without regard to financial managemont controls, one *hing is obvious, and thay
is, that thers still must be some means of timely and accurately reporting
ammunition issues to the C,0, Sth SFGA, in order to manags resources, Program
Directors for portions of the PEMA resources could also be established with a
more regsponsive cost accounting or rescurce utilisation rate accounting system,
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: (¢) There has also been considerabld a¢tivity in establishin~ controls over
the Materials Category of the Operations and Maintenance Ohlipation Authority.

As with the control of the ammuniti.n portion of the PEMA Obligation Authority,
the primary difficulty lies in the fact that an effective, responsive, and timely
segmented cost system i3 not in effect., About 25 million dollars of & LO million
dollar a year MA Material Category. funding program of supplies is issuad by the
1st Log Cmd in RVN to the 5th SFGA, The remaining 15 million dollars iz used to
obtain supplies or to let contracts through the U,S, Army Counterinsurgency Office
in Okinawa. Once again, as with the PEMA Obligation Authority, theve is no
problem in administrative control of the pdriion of the Material Category OMA
allotment for supplies and contracts obtained or let through the CISO supply
office. There ars some problems experienced br the Groun in receiving cost data
by diminutive cost cells for management and con*rol purposes., There is a problem
in administrative and operational control of the incoumtrv issue portion of the
obligation authority becauss issues are made in country without having & timely
accurate, and efficient cost accountability or resource accountability system,
Whether or not Material Category issues from lat Log Cmd to Sth SFGA are made
without regard to financial management controls, one *thing is obvious, and that
is, that there still has to be some way of documentins Material Category issues,
With an effective reporting system of in-country issues, the CO Sth SFGA would

be able to manage these resources by appointing members of his staff as progran
directors,

(2) Programming and Budgeting.

(a) Comptroller exercised staff resporsibilitv for developins the FY 1969
Cammand Budget Estima“e during “he quarter., A phased plan for development of
the FY 1969 CBE was drawn up at the end of the -revious gquarter, which outlined
the requirements for input from the other staff sections and set forth the dates
for when the input wodld be due so that suspense dats set for submisaion by DA
and USARPAC could be met, It became necessary to orepare the budget without a
MACV approved concept of operations in ordar to m-et the 2L April 1968 suspense
date imposed by USARPAC, The Comntroll~r and the SL hand carried the rrovosed
CBE to USARFAC ¢¢ be available to explain chanpes in requirements ower *“_ue ‘
stated in “lLe 7Y 1969 Initial lropram Budget Estimata which had been sutmitted
Aug 1967. Changes in budgetary requirements were caused by enemy chanras in
weaponry, disposition, and capability, but primarily by a proposal to expand and
reorgnnize the CING, Camptroll'r and Sk remained at USARPAC from 2% April 1968
until 2 May 1968 with a proposed Operating Program and 3udget which had not been
approved by HQ MACV, Comptroller, Sth SFGA called CO Sth SF7A to inform him that
a MACV approved concept should be forwarded as soon as possible to USARFAC,
fomptroller received assurance nrior to devarture fram USARPAC that the FT 69
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proposed CBE would be forwarded to DA with a qualified recormend approval
indorsement for planning purposez subject to concept approval by CQIUSMAZV,
USARPAC decided, subsequent to departure o” Comptroller, not to forward proposed
CBE to DA without a MACV amproved concept of operations, Comptroller was notified
that the proposed FY 1969 CBE had not bteen forwarded to DA with the qualified
ipAorsement referred to above on 18 May 1968, The budget officer and Comotroller.
Sth Gp then proceeded to Okinawa to obtain CISO assistance in revising the CBE to
conform to a revised, but still not yet avproved, Sth SFGA concent of onerations,
Budget revision was completad 25 May 1968, Comptroller and budget Officer then
proceeded to HQ MACV and nreseanted the revised FY 69 CBE, Tre revised conce»t of
operations had stil] not been approved by MACV, After two davs of deliberation
and explanation of *the entire revised FY &9 nroposed CBE, Comotroller Sth SFGA
obtained approval of the document to include revisad eoncept of omerations, The
document was then forwarded to USARPAC by MACV on 23 May 1968, USARPAC forwarded
the revised documant to DA on 12 June 1968, Since then, CO Sth STGA has bren
notified ‘hat the document arriv:d too late in DA to be considered in issuing

the FY 1969 AFP (Annual Funding Program) and lst Quarter Advice of Allotment,

The FY 1969 AFP and 1lst Qtr Advice of Allotment had been made hy PA in accordarce
with the Initial Program Budget Estimate submit‘ed bv Hq Sth SFGA in Aug 1967,
The proposed FY 1969 CBE is currently under consideration at DA and CO Sth SFTA
will be notified at a later time about any additioral funding.

(b) Coamptroller exercised staff responsibility for develooing FY 1970
Initial Program Budget Estimats, This doc'ment was drawn up nsing a rhrac?
development plan similar to the plan used- to draw up the FY 69 Proposad Cormap!
Budget Estim~te. Di“ficulties encountered were minimal even though consicerable
time and affort was devoted to obtaining nesessary MACV a=proval for thc concent
of operations before dispatch to USARPAC,

(3) Non appropriated fund audits. The Comptroller rondicted audite of non
appropriated mess funds, Ther showed nsed for a morw formal standardized
acecounting system, Numerous errors were uncovered and ara subject to andiv by
USARV. Brigadier General Frank H, Linnell, Domity Chinf of S'-%f fdw Mvg snd
Operations, Hq USARV, has offered ‘he services of the USARV Staff to CO Sth SFCA
for formal inspﬂctions, audi.., Maitance, au service, :lous ore to obtain
sorvices of an audit instructor to pive classaee to auditors of Sth SFA Comptroller
in all applicable nonwanpropriated fund regula‘iors, Sth SFOA will +?'n
standardize the Mess Association to conform to remqiirements of anplice .ol
regulations,
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2, (c) Wmmum
and_Recommerdationa.
Byprsonnal. Kone,
be qutiom_. .
(1) locating the Enemy. | ‘ (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, During the rainy season the enemy is usually found on
high grourd along trails.

(b) EVALUATION, mnexy defensive positions and trenches are flooded in
low arecas and he is forced to move to higher ground.

(¢) RECOMMNDATION, Operations should not only cover areas along routes
of movement but should especially search all the higher ground in the area of
operation.

(2) Extraction Techniques and Recognition Signals. {MACV Becordo School)

(a) OBSERVATION, fThe recon tesam members utilize a half panel which is
snapped open and closed to atiract the attention of the 1ift ship. The psnel
appears to blink snd is much more discernable than if displayed in the normal
manner., Wwhen employing more than ons 1lift ship, it was fourd that only one
positioned itaelf on the panel while the others landed at their discretion and
required the troops to expose themselves unneccessarily, Utilixing a panel
for each touch down point alleviated this problem. .

(b) EVALUATION, Extractions have been executed with minismum delsy and
confusion utilizing panels as described above, .

(c) RECOMMENDATION, That the procedure of snapping or winking the panel
be utilised during extractions and that units also employ multiple ptn.ll for
mltiple ship landing zones.

(3) mmmmmmmu_n_ ' (eo A

(a) OBSERVATION. - Gunship support has caused friendly casualties and
friendly artillery has wunded friendly troops on several occasions. .
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(b) BEVALUATION, while a msdevac ship was on the grourd it received
one amall arms round and called directly to his gunship support. Without
consulting the ground commander the gunships fired into the friendly troop
positions causing casualties., Also, while FAC personnsl were adjusting
artillery, the rounds were shifted too close to friendly troops and caused
casualties.

(¢c) RECCMMENDATION, Insure that all aircraft are briefed to fire in
aupport of the growd troops at the commard of the ground commander only.
The grourd commander should have the final decision as to whether artillery
it too close or not amd the FAC should follow the precise instructions of the
ground commarder,

(L) Personnel on Combined Operations. {Co ¢)

(a) OBSERVATION, On all combined operations thers should be at least
one USASF advisor and one interpreter wvdth each CIDG umit that is combined
with an American unit,

(b) EVALUATION, Rven though each American company working with CIDG
forces has an interpreter, maximm control ard benefit can be obtained only
when USASP persormel amd thelr own interpreter accompany the unit. On
corbined LRP operations ami combined sweeps American forces depend on quick
response and interpretation of incidences developed by CIDG forcen. Delay
due to a misundersianiing reduces the effuctiveness of the operation,
Usually the American undit's interpreter has little or no knowledge of the
CIDG with which he is working and canmot effectively comminicate wdth them.

(c) ERECOMMENDATION, None.

(5) Camp Security. {Co A)

(sa) OBSERVATION, Camps often divelop a fixed pattem when s ending out
their camp local security. The security elesment will merely mows out to a
position often used before anxl remain there during the night. This allows
the enemy to plot local security positions and to move large elements around
security positions safely and still pass close to SF camps.

(b) EVALUATION, Ambushes from the camp must be set up along different
routes each might, Iistening posts with suflicient comsmunications to call in
H & I fire must be established in corstanmtly changing locations., Patrolling
mst be conducted along continuously varying routes, If these prectices are
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not followed, the entire concept of the SP camp being established slong known
enemy lines of conmuni~ations will prove to be only partially valid,

(c) RECQMENDATION, That, the same amount of operational planning be
given to the plamning of local security at night as is given to regular
campany size day operations, The local security if employed properly and
placed out a sufficient distance fram the camp, will serve as an excellent
detector of VC activity and enemy movement around SF camps will be disrupted.

(6) . CSF_and Ammored Cavalry in Night Perimeters. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATIN, At various times CSF. units are called upon to conduct
operations in which armored vehicles are used, When forming a perimeter for
night defense; these wehicles form up in a circle similar to the wagon trains
of earlisr years, The CSF troops automatically make themselves comfortable
on top of, under, and between the vehicles, Armored vehicles at night make
good targots for VC mortar and B-UO rocket attacks. If the VC struck with the
CSF in such & position, it would cause much confusion arnd many triendly
casualties,

(b) BVALUATION, After explaining to the VNSPF connterpcrt the possibility
of & VC mortar and B-ho attack, he generally will be willing to move the CSF
out away from the vehicles. By forming a perimeter away from the vehicles,
one mortar round will not be able to cut up the entire unit. It also reduces
the posdibility of VC rocket gunners getting in close range of the vehicles,
In this manner saféty is provided for the troops and security is provided for
the vehicles, .

(¢) RECQMENDATION, None,
(7) Operational Results, o (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, VNSF and CSF have a tendency to avoid contact when
thers are no USASPF personnel on ope-ations or assismed to the camp.

(b) EVALUATION, The VNSF and CSF have doubts about their ability to
request, receive and adjust U.,3, controlled fire suvport. They also fear

that the U,S, units may fire on them by mistake and that the VNSF will not
be able to contact the U,S. units,

96

COMFIDENT I AL



AVGB-C COHE'DF.’T,’. 15 August 1968

SUBJECT > Ope*ational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Bnding
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(c) RECOMMENDATION, USASF should thoroughly train their VNSF counterparts
on requesting and adjusting fire support. There should be one VNSF or interpreter
on all operations that cam act as liaison with U.S, units, All CSF and VNSF
operatioms should also have one English speaking VNSF available to go up
with FAC or A0 if additional guidance amd coordination is needed,

(8) Developing Patterns in‘PreparinL!"dr ard Conducting Operations. (Co C)

(a) OBSERVATION, Camps have dev'blopc.d patterns which unintentionally can
give the ehemy information as to starting time and location of operations,

(b) EVALUATION, It has been noted that camps usually hold their briefings
ard rehearsals or put on tiger fatigues at approximately the same time prior
to each operation, When going into certain areas, a larger number of CSF
soldiers are usually used. Camps often use the same routes when departing
from the secure area that previous patrols used when they left to conduct an
operation in the sams area, The CSF have a habit of using the same night .
locations every tims they operate in a certain area. All of the above form
patterns which provide the VC with inteliigence on c amp operstions, Deviations
from these patterns usually result in catching the VC unaware amd within
friendly ambushes,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, A few USASF personnel wearing tiger fatigues for
no reason is one method of changing a pattern uﬂ confusing VC agents,

(9) NVA Convoy Ambush Tactdcs, (co ¢)

(a) OBSERVATION, During two msjor ambushes on convoys, the enemy troops
were positioned wdth thelr backs to a large tody of water ard were forced to
assault through the ambushed convoy in order to break contast,

(b) EVALUATION, "™is tactic has veen very successful in the past.
Surprise was achieved because the ambushes occurred in areas previously
considered to be unlikely areas for auhushes, The assault was initiated
within a very short tims after the start of the ambush and before any supporting
force could be employed sagainst them,

. (¢) RECOMMENDATION, That this tactic be brought to the attention of all
'mt.'
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(10) Extra Radic Fandsets on Operations. (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, I has been observed that most radio failures cn
operations can be attributed to faulty handsets,

(b) EVALUATION, Or operations the radio handset usually receives the
majority of abuse and wear. It is caught on brush amd vines in thick terrain
or the operator may drop it during a contact. It is also constantly exposed to
weather and dirt. '

(c) RECOMMENDATION, One additional handset should be carried on all
operatioms, Radio snerators should be cautioned and instructed in the proper
handling of th. handset, All handsets should be checked for servicesbility
and waterproofing betore ama alter cauil Opersuivli,

(11) VC Water Traffis. . (co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, An anaylsis of VC water traffic along the Mekong River
from the Cambodian border to Hong Ngu has confirmed suspicions that the VC
watch and take advantage of the movement of river patrol craft. »

(b) EVALUATION, As the patrol boats, river (PBR) cruise ty, VC river
traffic is halted. Once the PBR's have passed, the VC immediately cross
the river or move in the opposite direction from the PBR's, Apparently the
VC recognize the extent of the patrol areas and the time frame for PBR
operations,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, Arrangments should be made for continued surveillance
of the river patrol area of operations, A decoy could be sent through with
other units on standby for immediate reaction. The use of s sampan which is
anchored in an advantageous spot for surveillance and reporting has proved
, useful, Do not compromise the surveillance element by allowing them to fire
upon or intercept the illegal traffic, Let the VC continue to believe that

any interception is a matter of msfortune rather than technique on the part
of the patrol element,

(12) Expedient Fougass . (Co B) .

(a) OBSERVATION, It has been observed that. exvedient fougasse separates

ard does not maintain it‘ flarmmability when exposed to the extremely hot and
hurdd climate prevalent througnhuut vaetnam. It has also been found that
the fougasse may appear in perfect order, but still will not fire.
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) (b) EVALUATION, None.

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION, The expedient fougasse must be checked and double
checked to insure that it does not drv up and became nonflamable. It should
be checked at least twice a month. Once the fougasse 3 six months old, a
test fire of certain cans should be conducted.

(13) Displacement of the 4.2" mortar, (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, The range of the 4.2 mortar may be overcome by displacing
the mortar to alternate locations which allow coverage of the remote areas of
the TAOR. ' ’ '

. (b) EVALUATION, At unscheduled times the 4.2" mortar should be moved into
a firing position to place interdiction fire on reported enemy locations. The
movement may be conducted by either boat, or whesd. or track vehicles, Certain
targets allow for displacement to established FOB's, At owier Liues, a
security unit is required to accompany the weapon. Prepositinning of ammo at
POB's must be followazd with periodic inspections for continied serviceability.

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS, None.

(14) Detection of PFnemy Booby Traps. ' {Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, The enemy frequently uses vines and green foliage, which
are easily identifiable to him, as booby trap trip wires and to cgver mine
detonators,

. (b) EVALUATION, Vines and foliage normally are not found on the footpath
of a tmil even though they may completely surround the trail, If this is a
warning device for the enemy, it can well serve as a warning device for

friendly troops.
‘(¢) RECOMMENDATION, Ncne.

(15) Booby Trappxd Signs. o (Co D)

~ (a) OBSERVATION, It has been found that the enemy has intentionally
posted booby trapped sigms which were offensive to ‘he CIDG. :

(b) EVALUATION, One such sign was angrily tom down by a CIDG soldier and
the resulting explosion kdlled two and wourded two CIDG troops,

(c) RECOMMENDATION, None,
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(16) Aress mined and booby-trapped ly the enemy. (co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, Heavily mined and booby trapped areas normally have
sections which are asaigned £o one man. He serves as a guide when enemy
units travel through his area,

(b) EVALUATION, None,

(c) RECOMMENDATION, When patrolling, watch for particularly heavily
mined and booby trapped areas. When one is found, leave ‘a stay-behind element
to attempt to capture the individual in charge of the area. If captured, he
can be forced to show the location of all mines and booby traps. Upon his
removal from the-area, the enemy suffers a great deal since they are also
unfamiliar with the mines amd booby traps in the ares.

(17) Operations to Assist Rice Harvesting, | (Co C}

(a) OBSERVATION, There are large quanties of VC rice being grown outside
secure areas but the villagers are afraid to harvest this rice because of VC
taxation or lack of security., Operations should be planned to assist friendly
villagers with the rice harvesting and to deny the rice to the enemy.

: (b) EVALUATION, During the last rice harvest a concentrated effort was
made by all ¢ amps to harvest the rice outside their securs a:'as. A number of

methods were used, all of which met with success. One msthod was to “have

the CSF dress as civilians and accompany the civilians out to the fields to

harvest the rice. The CSF, normally 8-12 strong, carried their weapons in

bundles of sticks and hid radios within their clothing or cooking pots. One

individual would set up a PRC-25 or 10 radio in the edge of the woodline

while the others actually assisted in the harvest. All persons maintained

a continous surveillance over the surrounding area to observe for movement,

taxation, or harrassment, Use of the radio facilitated in calling in artiliery

fire on the VC or calling for a reaction patrol from the camp, A second method

was the use of saturation patrolling around the roads to prevent VC taxation.

A third method instituted was the helilifting of approximately 140 villagers

into a VC area while CSP secured the area. After the villagers harvested the

rice all personnel were helilifted back to the camp and village. Each villager

who participated in the operation was rewarded with the rice.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, None.
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(18) jtilization of a "Rappellir

(a) OBSERVATICN, During operaticrs in which rappelling has been conducted
from helicopters, there exist=d a problem of the nyion ropes becoming entangled
and knotted while falling to the ground., It was found that the improvised
"rappelling bag" pi:tured helow successfully eliminated the problem.
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(Y EVALUATIY, The mterials necessar: ~~~ ~cnstruction are easily

sbtairable and ¢t can be construcied wita a mipimum expend?ture of effort

m'l time, Wheon rollied up, it moasuyres 18 inches in width and has a diameter
2 approyimsa2ly eight inches, ‘- weight is 15 lbs., Therefore, it can be
turw! arr! maunt~wed in the infiltration aircraft for immediate use, Approx-
irv.t el 2/ghty feer of rope is "double stowed" within the bag and held by
rctaining bands,  The remaining single strand of rope is used to secure the
re;e to the airrraf., The running end of the rope is fastened, utilizing a
bowiine Knot, t- a leasth of chain weighing from three to four powws., This
iergth of chaln s sewn in a pocket at the bottam of the bag, To employ this
device, the entire bag is pushed out of the aircraft., The weight of the dbag
with the chain attached pulls the rappeling rope out of the retainer bands as
it drops to the grourd,

(c) RECCMMGNDATION, vhen the rappeling bag is utilized, it is recommerded
that Lwo personnel exit the laft door of the sircraft and one exit the right
dcors This allows the aircraft conmander to observe the infiltration, It is
further recnmmended that the "double snaplink"™ tec.nique be empioyeu Wn... -
using the rappeling bag. Wren the first three individuals reach the ground,
they must back off » diztane of ten to twenty feet away from the area below
the aircraft before unsrapning. This is to allow for the 1lift of the alrcraft
and eaough slack or froe 1dpe for the fcllowing three personnel to quickly .
snsp into. when ths sacond group reach the ground, they will not be hampered
oy ¢oming in centact with the bag or the snaplinks laft on the line by the
previous three personnel.

Ce '?fe'liﬂi!Bo

(1) Status of Inceming Fersonuel, : (MACV Recondo School)

(a) OUBZERVATION, Earconnel reporting for assignment to S5th SFGA are
generally in poor physical condition and lack experience in the mandatory skills
such as map reading, survival, etc,. Although some of these personnel ha. .
receivad pre-deploywent 4r ining, many have naver te:n subjected to aurvinu,;
in a jungle envimmment cr e-ue:rienced being deployed by lrelicopter,

(b) EVALUATICY, (laszroom type instruction alone does not properly
¢rient the soldier for duty in South Vietnam. The type of pre-deployment
treinine being presencad j» evidently inadequats in the subjects of mortar ..
wrtillery adjustment, cintral »f TAC alir, helitome operations, land navigation,

ynreical training, and susvri-al,
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(c) RECMMINATION, That these subjects be stressed in d 1 predeployment
training being conducted at Fort Bragg and other training centers. A copy of
the Group Cambat Orientation Course POI was forwarded to Fort Rrace snd s
survey team from CONARC was appr: ised ¢f these shortcomings. Special Forces
‘trainig at Fort Bragg should be slanfed away frum ine Um role ana shoula
emphasize those subjects and techniques most aporopriate to the present conﬂiejt.

(2) Personnel Qualified in the Viatnsmese Lanruage, (Co B)

‘a) OBSERVATIQ!, Virtually no operational detachment has a USASF linpuist
quatified in Vietnamese with a proficiency level3 or higher.

{b) EVALUATION, This situation puts the USASF advisor at a great disad-
vantage when dealing with his counterparts because he must rely slmost entirely
on an interpreter. Even if one assumes that the interpreter is completely
loyal and reliable, much is lost in translation, Though indigenous interpreter/
translators would still be required, *he USASF linguist could check translatiom
of documents and could be used to discnss those matters which the detachment
camnander does not want the interpreter to have access to.

(c) RECOMENDATION, That a sufficient mmber of USASF personnel be
programed for the long Vietnamese course at the Defense Language Institute to
enable assignment o qualified linguists to each opperational detactment, The
best person to be. so qualified would be the Intelligence Serrssnt.

(3) Camp Strike Force Aftillary Platoon. (Co A)

(a) OBSFRVATION, The Camp Strike Force personnel that have been selected
to receive artillery training do not appear to have a thorough imowledge of
their job when they take over the pguns,

(b) EVALUATION, Camp Strike Forre personnel do not usually have sufficient
education to quickly grasp the fundamentals of artillery trainir;., They ara
not always the best qualified for *he iob, and some are not highly motivated,

(c) RECQOENDATION, Personnel selected for artillery training should be
the most educated, motivated, and dependable Camp Strike Force scldiers
availsbls, If no qualified personnel are available, recruiting may bde the
answer, If possible, they should be sent to ARVN artillery school, Artillery
advisors should be assigned to the platoon on a permanent basis after the CSF
assmes control of the guns. :
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" (4) Hand and Arm Signals, {(Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, C3F paltoon and snuad leaders are very weak in‘ the
use of hand and arm signals and in the various formations that are used to
deploy their forces, : .

(b) EVALUATION, None,

(¢) RECOMENDATION, That Patrol Leaders Cards be printed in VN and
that they be issued to all leaders down to and including fire team leaders,

(5) Use of VNSF and CIDG instructors. - (CoA)

(a) OBSERVATION, 'hen instructing CIDG, 1% has been noted that they are
more responsive to instruction by their own people.

(b) BVALUATION, CIDG training imnroves when they are taught by their own
people. The CIDG show a greatar interest and narticipa‘e more when instructad
by their own personnel,

(¢) RECQMENDATION, That VNSF and selected CIDG be used as instructors
when training CIDG, These instructors should initially be trafned bv USASF
personnel, The instructors should in turn train new instructors who may bde
selectad frcm among the ranks of tha students themmelves,

(6) Tac..cal Re‘resher Trainine for VNSF and CIDO. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION. It has been obsarved that the VNSF and CSF for some
reason believe that the only required tactics in counter-guerrilla operations
are the ambush and =aid, They are unfamiliar with even basic fire and maneuver
tactics in many cases,

(b) EVALUATION, A recent operation pointed out this deficiency quite
clearly, A 70 man friendly unit was movinp across an open area in caylight
and was taken under fire by an enemy squad in the woods approxim~tely 300
meters to the front. The situation called for a fire and maneuver front,
but ths operation commander did not soem to understand this concept when he was
%0 advised, Evoryone mersiy dropped in place and began firing in several
dirsctions, Eventually the operation commander formed an assault line and
initiated a long attack to the target, The enemy squad had received no well
placed fire and escapec throush the jungle.
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(c) RECOMMENDATION, Refresher trainfng schould be conducted at least anmmally
and should include hasic infantry tactics such as fire and maneuver, Leaderr and
troops alike would then be prepared for all contact situations and not just those
in which the friendly force has the initial adver tage as in a raid or ambush,

d. Intelligence.

(1) Requirement to Treat "™AT" and "KIN" Information in the same Manner as
US "SECRET™ and "CONFIDENTIAL®,

(a) OBSERVATION, The requirement to provide identical treatment for ARVN
security classifications on KIN.CONFIDENTIAL, MAT-SECRET basis has been successful
in that the documents are given the same treatment by US personnel; however, MAT
and KIN documents are not given this degree of protection in ARVN channels., MAT
documents are seldam, if ever, receipted for or ac-ountable.

(b) EVALUATION, Classified documents received from VNSF counterparts are
being locked in safes or stored in vaults by US personnel while the record covies
of the same documents are lying in the open in the countervart's office, It is
cammon practice for USASF Team, which is unable to maintain a current, posted
operations and order of battle map due to inability to provide adequate protection,
to utilize their VNSF counterpart's map which contains the identical information
and is stored in the open, The protection requirements are waived by the ARVN
whenever operational necessity dictates or proper storage facilities are not
available, Hovever, the US requirements remain the same and operational capabilities
of US personnel are restricted, The G-2 Section, VNSF, has been quite cooperative
in downgrading MAT doc'ments to KIN, It seems unrsalistic to treat these
documents in the same manner as US classifications, particularly if the originator
can arbitrarily downgrade them with a grease pencil,

(¢c) RECOMMTNDATION, That the present systam be revised, and particularly,
that wnsccountable, unnumbered ARVN MAT documents which are not signed for not
be brought under US accountability as SECRET,

(2) Operational Priority for Intelligence Requirements, : (s2)

(a) ORSERVATION. Unit requirements for personnel, supplies, ste,, are
processed on a priority tasis when needed for tactical operations or in
support of a tactical operation, However, all intelligence resquirements are
handled in the same manner, :

108

COMFIDENTERL




— CONF IDENT I AL 15" Kaguot, 1963

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Atm) for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1)

(b) EVALUATION, Intelligence requirements and requisitions for logistical
and/or funding support could differentiate between normal housekeeping or admin-
istrative functions and actual operations, If a priority could be assigned which
would differentiate between the numerous requests for routine support, activities
cguld expedite those needs which are for actual operations in support of tactical
elaments,

{¢) RECQMENDATION, That such a priority system be adopted for combat support
requirements, : .

(3) Jeint Intelligence mfationa. : (co 4)

(a) OBSERVATION, In the msi, intelligence operations were not exploiting
the full potential of the Special Forces posture in Vietnanm,

(b) EVALUATION, With a new Joint Policy Directive issued by American and
Vietnamese Special Forces, new emphasis is placed on all aspects of intelligence
and counterintelligence operaticns, The directive calls for close coordination
and cooperation between American and Vietnamese intelligence efforts, This increased
emphasis can only improve our intelligence and counterintslligence efforta. "

(c) RECOMENDATION, That directives requiring a joint VNSF/USASF effort be
bilingual joint dirsctives, '

(L) Inadequate Inﬁlggmcc Neﬁ. (Co &}

(a) OBSERVATION, It appears that many agents within the various agenciss
know each other and fabricate stories to justify their monthly pay.

(b) EVALUATION, When new intellipence reportad that tanks wers in the Ben
- Soi TAOR, there followed a large number of tank reports that were obviously
fabricated. The agents are not targeted, but are free to gather intelligence
on their own,

(c) RECQMENDATION, All agents should be closely observed and those that
are not reliable should be relieved, A fow well targeted, reliable agents are
better and more econamical than a large number of poor ones,

(5) Delaysd Intelligence, (Co K)

(a) OBSERVATION, Tay Ninh City has a very decentralized intelligence
gathering capability, At best, our intelligence pathering, dissemination, and
tactical reaction is poor.
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(b) EVALUATION, All agencies (Sector, JTAD, MSS, US Conventional Units, USASF,
VNSF) aprear. to do a tremendous amount of duplication in the areas of (B, ARIA,
Unats, Personalities, AKA, and filing, Because of this, much information is not
disseminated.

(¢) RECODMENDATION, A central agency should be staffed and equipped to handle
the necessary essentials of intelligence, A1l other agenciaes would then be free to
feed all information to this agency and concentrate on areas of immediate interest,
When questions or need for FEI arises, this one apency would be the focal point for
-eollection, '

{(6) Bomb Cratei-s as Cache sites, (Co &)

(a) OBSERVATION, During the past two months several caches have been located
in bomb craters,

(b) EVALUATION, The enemy is making sxcellent use of a cammonly found man
made featrre. The terrain is dotted with bomb craters and very little work is
required to convert them to cache sites, The fact that bomb craters are so numerous
also gives the enemy an advantape in that troops are discouraged by the time
consuming task of searching every crater,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, That all units in SVN be advised of the VC/WA use of
bomb craters as cache sites,

{7) Immediate Debriefing of VR Aircraft Pilots, (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, It has been found that maximum utilization of and reaction
to intelligence gained on VR missions can be obtained by having the aireraft land
at the camp location on the same day that the VR mission was flown in its TAOR and

"the pilot debriefed immediately,

(v) EVALUATION, None

{¢) RECOMENDATIN, None,

(8) Use of Indipsnous Psrsonnel to Collect Intelligancse, ~ (Co B)

{a) OBSTRVATION, Many CIDC camps are located in arsas that do not have
villapes in the immediate vicinity of the.camp, If these camps are to have any
coliection effort, it is nenessary to haw sgents travel long distances through
enemy held territory where rood intellirence can be acquired.
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(b) EVALUATION, Those camps that have been able to infiltrate agents into
areas located far from the camp have gained valuable intelligence., X system that
is being wsed effectively at the present time is to use CSF persommel dressad -in
black pajamas, armed with boli-action rifles, and wearing sandals, This allows
them to travel long distances without suspicion, This method of gatassyig
intelligence is highly recommended and works well in very remots arsas, Project
- Delta has successfully employed a similar concent for somes time,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That reliable natives be enlisted to dress like VC
eouriers ard move to target areas to secure intelligence,

(9) Duties of the Intelligence Sewreant, ~ (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, In many camps the duties of the intelligence sergeant
have been curtailed oy other areas of responsidility, Many camos only have one
intelligence-trained person on. the site, When he goes on R and R or on an operatiom,
an intelligencs gap is created, The B detachments often send requirements to the
campa to which only the. intslligence serrsant can respond,

(b) EVALUATION, The duties of the intslligence sergeant are very important.
Operations are besed on intelligence and the intelligence sergeant should be able
to substantiate operatimal aress, There are many requirements involving TI/Col-
lection effortas that require much of the intellipence serpeant's time,

(¢) RECOMENDATION, Where shortages in intelligence-trained personnel exist,
the .intelligence sergeant should be non-operational, This will enable him tc
devots full time to intellipence and corrsct shortcomings within the camp program,
K detactments should be required to sutmit a weekly INTSUM and overlays detailing
information obtained from returning operations, A two-way continuous flow of
intelligence information should thus be.possitle,

(10) Radio Security. . - (CoC)

(a) OBSERVATION, Support wnits violate radio sec'rTity continucusly vhen
working with CIDO campe,

(b) EVALUATION, Helicoptes pilots, esvecially when new to operating ith
CIDG camps, continously use cemp names instead of call signs, Camps have deen
correcting these violations and support units informed of call signa and frequencies,

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION, That all support units be furnished SOI's or SOI extracts,
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711) Intellirence Liaison Contact Fiies, (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, Maintenance of a file containing brief dissertations on
all liaison visits to other intelligence agencies, including personalities
contacted, matters discussed; iikes, dislikes, and personality quirks, can be a
big asset in establishing better liaison relationships,

(b) EVALUATION, Liaison with other intellipence agencies is a necessity
in the intelligence .ield. It is extremely important that good relations be

"developed and maintained uith other intelligence apencies and an important fact

in these is knowing personalities, It follows, therefore, that by main*aining
a record of liajson visits to include notes on personalities, the liaison efort
should be enhanced.

(¢) RECQOMNDATIONS, That detachments inenre that intelligence liaison
contact files are maintained,

{12) Reporting Agents’ SOR mmbors with Intellirence Ranorts, (co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, When subordinate detachments fail to report agent SOR
number in INTSUM’s or other in‘ellirence renmorts, it is difficult for higher
headquarters to properly evaluats the information in the reports,

(b) EVALUATION, Evaluation of sources is one of the key tools used to
properly evaluate intellisence information reports, If the recipient of the
report has no idea of who the source is, he has effsctively lost one of his
primary analytical tools for assessing the i{nformation in the report, By
reporting SOR numbers in conjunction with renorts, t'mely and more accurate
assessments of information can he made as well, This also assists higher
headquarters in the evaluation of each source for the purpose of upgrading or
downgrading his reliability rating, or even terminatine him,

(¢) RECOMMEMDATION, A1l intelligence reports from USASF/VNSF agents should
contain the apents SOR number,

(13) Use of Pull Prame 35mm Cameras on Oparations, (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, Pull frame 35mm cameras should be utilized on operations
rather than the half frame c¢-ameras,

‘(b) ETALUATION, On moat o~erations 72 pictures are more than what is neaded

and  more often than not, a larea ouantitv of piectures are wasted, The half frame
print also loses its clarity when enlarged to 8" x 10" sise,
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(¢) RECHMMENDATION, None,

(1)) Lack of Civilians :rithin TAOR, , {Co D)

(a) O3SIRVATIW, It has “een found that the lack of civilian population
within a TAOR resulis in an inability to establish intellirence nets, This is_
a serious but not injurmountable hindrance to the establishment of effective area.
inteiligence, .

() EVALUATION, In TAOR's vhere no appreciable civilian population exists,

- maximum consideration must be 7iven to all intellirence gathering memns available,
e.g., visual reconnaissance aircraft, Pi's, reports from adjacent wnits, captured
documents, small unit reconnaissance operationsz, Sky Spot, contach nade, caches
found, and DISWMS from all levels,

te) RECAITID J.ON. Nonse .
(15) Collection of Intelligence, (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, Information coming fram Vietnomese agencies is frecuently
giwn an inflated evaluation as to source and content. Incamplete reports are
either withheld or, in some instances, filled out with standard vague information.
(Example: a report contains no information ahout uniforms, The enemy usually
wear grey uniforms, Tharefore, the agency adds this safe, vague information..)

‘b) - EVALUATION, A difference between the US and Tietnamese rating system
and the tendency for Anarican Advisors to agpressively criticize paps in the
collection and reporting system form an a*mosmhere in which the Vietnamese will
seek to avoid criticism by outwardly comolying with required changes, In addition,
ratinrs are inflated because the VN fear that a realistic rating will comproamise
their effort and not pleese the tounterpart.

(¢) RTCQUENDATION, S-2 advisors should immediately establish & common ground
of understanding as to what is meant by sach rating., He should also stress an
atmosphere of constructive criticism and avoid creating a situation vhere he is on
one side and the S-2 is on the other, The emohasis should be on improving means of
collaction rather than cnticising the lack of results.

(16) Exploitation and Evacuatjon of Captured Documents, Material, and
Personnel.

ia) OBSZRVATION, Over and over, large quantities of material, documents,
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or even PW?s have been dumped sut at B detactments by capturing units without any
aupporting snformation, Detainees, PH's and even refugees have been left with

ao means of distinguishing which was which, Time and again this has led to
inefficient processing of detainees; unnecessary overloads on interrogation resources,
and inefficient exploitation of intelligence squrces. Often the procesging mit

is given no idea as to location or circumstances of capture and has no point at

which to begin exploitation.

(b) EVALUATION, The necessity for quick action under the pressure of contact
and the haste and confusion of airmobile type operations in particular, sontribute
4o this problem, Too often the lack of specific {nstructions for capturing
persomel 1eads to complete lack of action on their part and they just dump

their captured items at the nearest occupied friendly location.

{¢) RECQDMNNDATION, American units in the field and US advisors with
indigenous forces should be thoroughly briefed as to the proper procedures for
classifying and handling of captured material and personnel, They should be
thoroughly familiar with the necessary minimum information which is %o be furnished .
by the capturing unit to the processing unite Unit SOP's, especially in airmobile
wnits, should emphasis basic action to be taken to insure that this information
a;cumpanies the captured material or personnel %o higher headquarters.

(17) Harassment Tactics Against Ve, (Co D)

(a) OBSTRVATION, The enemy’s tactic of small terrorist type harassment
can be effectively +31ized against the VC. Willing soldiers or Hoi Chanh can
go into known YC bivouac areas in small. groups of three or less, throw grenades
_or harass the 7C with small arms fire just as the V¢ do to our outposts, .

{p) EVALUATION, This practice has been effectively utilized. The enemy does
rot expect this tactic. Its occasional use forces the enemy to gpend time watehing
fo and thinking about 1% rather thsn resting.

(¢) RECOMTNDATION, Nane,

(18) Intellipence from Market Trends. 4 (Co D) .

(a) OBSERVATION, Special Forces Camps that purchase thelir produce from
the local civilian market should note the daily routine of both the civilian
buyer and gseller of pocds. Chanpes in the normal routine can be indications
of enemy activity.
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(b) EVALUATION, As an example, the sudden stockpiling of food by local
civilians could indicate that the enemy will commence offensive action and thus
prevent -the import of goods into the market place, Lack of certain items may
indicate that the VC are imposing high taxation on the producer or is procuring
a large quanitity of the items for his own use, This could also mean an increase
of the number of troops in the area or a prolonged action by the enemy is about
to take place, Market gossip is also a valuable source of information.

(¢) HECOMENDATION, The CIDG camp's purchasing asent should be trained to
look for these trends and to report them to the intelligence personnel of the carmp.

e, _Iggistics.
(1) San Polypropyl, FSN: 8105-926-203k. (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, The life expectancy of the sandbag, polypropyl, FSN:
8105.926~203L, is four to seven weeks,

(b) EVALUATION, This item is not satisfactory for use in semi-permanent
fortifications, Field use of the sandbag, polypropyl, has shown that it will
disintegrate when it is exposed in a hot, dry enviromment, The burlap sandbag
lasts from five to six months, The LSC has stopped requesting the polypropyl
sandbag, but substitute issue continues, Therefore, we must supply it to troops
in the field.

(¢) RECQMMENDATION, The polypropyl sandbag should be used for hasty field
fortifications only., If the polypropyl sandbag is designed for use in gemi-
permanent fortifications, it should be reevaluated,

(2) Treated Malaysian Hardwood, (3h)

(a) OBSERVATION, Treated Malaysian Hardwood, an extremely hard and durable
lumber, is excellent for such construction as bridges, wharves, bunkers, and
structures subject to prolonged periods of wet weather, However, since it is
extremely hard and rough cut, it is difficult to work with and not entirely
suitable for finished carpentry work.

(b) EVALUATION, The Sth Special Forces Group (Airborne) Logistical Support
Centar has on hand considerable stocks of treated Malaysian hardwood in assorted
aizis from 4" x 6" down, This lumber is available for issue to all activities
supnorted by the Civilian Irregular Defense Group program, This lumber is
available in addition to allocations of finished lumber,
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(¢) RECQMECNDATION, Units contemplatine constrmection of buildings that will
be subjected to prolonged exposure to water or damp weather should seriously
consider using treated Malaysian hardwood lumber because it will appreciably
increase the gervice life of the structure, reduce maintenarice, and thus result
in an overall reduction of labor at the cost of a slirht increase of initial labor.

(3) Prerigged Supplieé. (sk)

(a) OBSERVATION, ZEmergency preripged supplies consisting of ammunitions,
medical items and water were formerly maintained at the ISC in a ready to drop
posture for possible emergency resupply requirements., These prerigged supplies
required constant maintenance, inspection, and care,

(v) EVALUATION, The content of prerigged supnlies are based on probsble
requirements, which may or may not be specifically the supplies required when the
resupply is affected, The L3C has the capability to pull, package, and rig supplies
within the time frame in which aireraft can be made available for dropping the
supplies,

{¢) RECQMMENDATION, In order to provide the kind and auantity of supplies
requested when an emergency resupply is required, the supplies should be pulled,
packaged and ripgged at the time the requirement is made kmown., (This procedure
is now in effect at the ISC,)

{h) Expedient M106 Recoilless Rifle Mobile Mount. (Sk)

(a) OBSERVATION, A 3/L ton trailer chassis can be utilized, after
modification, as a mottle mount for the M106 recoilless rifle in the absence
of a 1/Li ton vehicle,

(b) EVALUATION, The M106 recoilless rifle m:st be highly mobile to operate
effectively against tanks or in a camp defense role. Sufficient vehicles are not
available at A detachments to allow uge of the 1/l ton vshicle as a mount for the
106 recoilless rifle,. A 3/L ton trailer can be modified for this purpose by
removine the body from the chassis; cutting the chassis frame down and adding a
flat sheet metal bed, The 106 recoilless rifle can then be attached to the
chassis, The results are a highly mobile weapon which can easily be maneuvered
by three American =oldiers, It is also easily towed and fired from behind a 1/L
ton or 3/I; ton truck, The bed of the trailer can also be adapted to safely carry
8 rounds of ammunition in their fiber containers,-
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(¢) RECOMMENDATION, None ‘ B .

(5) Airboat Battery ™uick Disconriect” Capability. (sk)

(a) - OBSERVATION, Airboa*:s nust have a battery "mxick disconnect™ canability
because the battery must be disconnected in order to prevent accidental starting
when the airboat is not in operation,

(b) EVALUATION, Airboat batteries have not besan available in sunply channels.
The 12 volt battery commonly used in 1/ ton and 3/L ton trucks urovides the ~w~=ar
voltage and 1s of the correct dimensions to fit into the airboat battery box, but
the airboat battery quick terminal disconnect is not present, Battery terminal
lug clamps can be locally purchased or obtained from local salvage points. A 1/8
inch bolt can be wslded to the battery clamp and a wing nut placed on the bolt,
By attaching the clamp to each of the 12 volt batterv terminals you have a suitable
substitute for the airboat battery quick terminal disconnect,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, None.

(6) Fatrol, Indigerous Rations (FIR), (sh)
=

" (a) OBSTRVATION, Operational rations, Patrol Indigenous Fations (PIR),
should be distributed automatically on an equal hasis to all using units without
regard to desires for any particular menus,

{b) EVALUATTION, PIR are aliiotted to the Sth Special Forces according to
1 contract for s specified amount of rations by five specific types of menus.
Trese rations are shipned from Japan and Okinawa to F3P's at Da Nang, Qui Nhon,
Mha Trang, and the Command Liaison Devachment in Sairon RVN, Requests for PIR's
by type have previcuslr bteen submitted by A and B detachments to the FSPig and
the menus which ware more desirable were requested in larger quantities than
the less desired menus, Some requisitions were filled, soms partially filled,
and due outs maintained for the unfilled portion of the requests, This procedure
caused needless administration burdens which were rednced by automatically
distributing all rations received.on an equal basis to all using units, By
_ having the LSC or FSP's orepare the "A Form 2765-1 (1issue slip) for actual

quantities shipped tc each unit, requisitions and due outs are eliminated.

(¢) . RECOMMENDATION, None
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f. Orpanization. MNone,

g. Other.
COMAUNICATIONS
(2) Emerpency DC Pcwer, (Co C)

(a) OBSERVATICN. An obvious source of 28 VDC to power ANATRC-47 radios

15 sometimes owerliooked by inexperienced omrators, One such source is the
generator,

(b) EVALUATION, A1l operators should know where and how to obtain emergency
power when the primary source fails. A 28 VDC source is available on most .
generators, either through an outlet on the front nanel or by a connection directly
to the battery., Generators are operated 2L honrs a day and nrovide a constant

and reliable 28 VDC gource which is capable of handlinr one or more VRC-L7 radios,
1t is also a good source of primary power for radio sets,

{(¢) RECOMMENDATION, None,

(2) Command Net Operations During an Attack. (Co C)

(a) OBSERVATION, During heavy contact or when a camp comes under attack,
the company command net becomes overloaded and cannot handle all the traffiec.

(b) EVALUATION, When a camp is under attack or a patrol is in heavy contact,
they require almost exclusive use of the command net, Traffiec from the other
camps still has to be passed during this time.

(¢) RECOTMNDATION, All other stations in the net should be switched to an’
ailternate frequency., This permits the camp in trouble to have exclusive use of
the primary frequenzy, while the NCS still maintains normal traffic with the
other camps on the alternate frequency,

(3) Installation of Alternate Antennas, (Co C)

‘a} OBSERVATION, Alternate antennas must be available to maintain
comnunication when the primary antenna is mocked out,

{t) EVALUATION, Mortar or rocket attacks cause extensive damage to

esposed antennas and ccaxial lead-ins. When alternate antennas are installed
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and the lead.-ins come into the same bunker at the same place, both antennas
can be rendered useless by one round servaring both lead~ins at once.

(¢) RECOMENDATION, Bury the alternate antenna and lead-ins approximately
81x or eight inches under the ground, The antenna and lead-in must be sealed to
prevent grounding. Care must be taken not only to separate the antennas, but
also to geparate the cosx lead-ins, If they come into the same bunker, they
shoulid not have the same point of entry.

(4) Use of the HT-1 Radio in Bunkers, ' (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION., It has been found that the use of an external antenna is
necessary to provide adequate commmications when the HT-1 radio is used from
within a concrete bunker equipped with PSP stand off,

(b) BVALUATION, None,
(c) RECOMMFNDATION, Bunkers should be equipped with external antermas;
a whip or RC-292 should be used with coax connections ‘rom the antenna to the

radio set, If possible, wire lines should bte laid and bturied as an alternate
means of communications, ‘

(5) Air Ground Frequencies. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, Special Forces FM A/G frequencies are contained in
nunerous SO0I extracts throughout the GTZ and there have been many SOI compromises
oy cther unirs, This has resulted in confusion and delay in getting out changes
to the compromised item to all subacribers,

{b) EVALUATION, None.

(¢) WECOMMENDATION, A complete FM A/5 reserve SOI item should be hald by
each subscriber, In event of compromise by any unit, all subscribers should be
notified that the reserve item is in effect, '

{(6) Interchangable Antenra Systems For Multiple Radio Complexes. (Co D)

\a) OBSERVATION, Three radios, the FRC-93, the PRC-7hL, and the AN/GRC-109,
all use the same type of antenna, The only difference is the manner in which
the antenna is coupled to the set. An interchangeable system can be effected
so that any antenna may be used with any radio.
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(b) EVALUATION, Connsch, a short section of coaxial cable to the FRC-93
and terminate it with a female coupling, Then cut a second short section of
cocaxial cable with a female coupiing on one end, Bare the opposite end
approximately one inch, thereby aliowing the same antenna to be used for the
AN/GRC-109 and the AN/GRC..7u, {This common cahle will have to be alternated
between radios for use of une or the other radio,) The female ends of the
coaxial ¢ables are set in wood biocks, All that remains to be done is to
terminate all antennas with a male couplinr and label each as to freguency.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. None,

(7) Utilization of Antenna 27i4/PRC (long) on Operations. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, It has been found that on operations the short antenna
is ingufficient for maintaining gcod communications with the CP, therefore
requiring the use of the long anterna, The loneg antenna opened to full length
necessitates slow movement through heavily vepetated terrain,

(b) EVALUATION, Adequate cammunications and ease of movement can both be
realized by extending the long antenna two or three sections and then taping
the remaining sections to the top section,

(c) RECOIMENDATION, None, ‘

(8) Batteries for the HT-1 Radio, : (Co D)

{a) OBSERVATION, It has been found that *the use of civilan (commercial)
1.5 volt batteries will cause corrosion of the battery compartment and damage
to the radio due to battery leakaspe, This is especially true of Japanese
manufactured batteries,

'(b) EVALUATION. None.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That only BA-30's be used in HT-1l radios, However,
if civilian batteries must be used for any reason, the battery compartment
shou.d be checked every two or three days,

FINANCE
l} Programming ard Budgeiing. ~ (Compt)

‘a) OBSERVATION, I: is absolutely essential that an approved concept of
cperaticrng for the next fimcal year be obtained prior to submission of the
Cammand Budget Estimate fe= tne c.rresponding fiscal year to higher headquarters
f-.r approvai,
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(t) EVALUATION, See discussion of this subject found in paragraph In (2),
t-18 reports :

{z) RECOMMENDATI(Ne Nans

: POIWAR
(i0) CIDG POLWAR Team. (Co A)

{a) OBSERVATION, The POIWAR Team concept has proven extremely effact-ve
when training and employment receive command emphasis,

(b) EVALUATION, Prior to the POLYAR Training Course, the CIDG POLWAR teams
in most detaclments were under strength, ummotivated, and had no knowledge of
their duties, The training program has rapidly changed this situation and now
each team is actively engaged in promoting the supvort of the CIDG in their
camps and are producing outstanding results when campared with any previous
programs,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, CIDG persomnel that are placed on POLWAR teams should
be interested in this type work., They must be highly motivated and willinz to
put much individual effort into their work, These ends can be achieved through
proper support and guidance on the part of the USASF CA/PO officer or NCO, The
detachment commander must also show great interest in the program and coutinously
encourage his counterpart to do the same,

(11) POLWAR Team Projects. (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, The effpctiveness and motivation of the POLWAR tesms can
~ ba snhanced if the teams are alldwed to determine their own projects to the-
greatest extent possitle

(b) EVALUATION, None,

(c) RECOMMENDATION, That lists of projects not be presented to POLWAR teams
simply to be accompiished, Sufficient latitude must bs allowed for team initiative
in order to develop a truly effective team,

\12) Posting of Heaith Pusters, (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, Most MEDCAPS do not have sufficient personnel to
aczomplish all assigned tasks and also post health posters throughout the village,
It has been found that chiidren, when pronerly motivated, are most effective at
posting the health posters and tellins the neople that the MEDCAP team is in the
village,
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(b) EVALUATION, Health posters are a very important part of all MFDCAPS,
They are a constant reminder to the people as to who their friends arg/ and to
the protective measures to be taken to safeguard their health,

(¢) RECOMENDATION, None

(13) Medical Treatment of Civilians while conducting Operations. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, It has been found that when civilians are given medical
aid by perscnnel conducting a combat operation, they will often respond by freely
offering information of inteliigence value,

(b) EBVALUATION, In many cases civilians have knowledge of areas where the
enemy has previcusly been or is presently located, They often are aware of booby
trapped areas. When friendly forces show their interest and concern for the people
by offering modical treatment for minor ailments, they are assuring the local
population of their good intentions and are opening a door through which current
intelligence can be received and immediately acted upon,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, That an extra medical kit or two be carried on operations
Just for this purpose,

(3L) Effective Civic Action Prolects, (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATIN, Frecuently large wen nlannad B4wie Action proiants have
had negative results, have failed to overcome apathy” or at least have failed to
create enthusiasm,

(b) EVALUATION, Civic Action projects are not as effsctive as shonld be.
More effective Civic Action projects have been produced by followin; these
guidelines: For your initial project in an area, select a project that the
pecple want, even if more practical orojects are needed, Short-term orojects
where the pecple can readily and quickly see the end :16sult are necessary befare
enthusiasm and confidence can be cresated for a long-range project, As much, if
not more of the planning, equipmert, and persornnel must be devoted to concurrent
psychological operations as to the Civie Action project itself, Use self-help
projects whenever possible, It may take longer, but the people will appreciate
the erd result more and they will recognize many other projects they can perform
themselves whers only a minimum amount of material for support is required.
Firaily, never distribute commoditics without having the appropriate government
offi.ial present, Your presence will speak for itself and his support may prove
irvs.lable at a later date,
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{(¢) RECCMMENDATION, That the guidance outlined above be followed when
planning and conducting Civic Aciion projects,

(15) Bulgar Wheat as a Food for Refugees, - (Co C)

(a) OBSERVATION, In the past, the Montagnards have refused to eat Bulgar
wheat, It was thought that this food was unfit for refugees and they would only
eat it as a last resort,

(b) BVALUATION, Bulgar wheat was found to be of nutritional value. It was
also found the Montagnards only refused to eat Bulgar wheat which was old and
vwhich they felt was contaminated.

(c) RECOMENDATION, That Bulgar wheat stock be storsd and shipped under
the "FIFO® principle. In other words, the first stock put into the warshouse
is the first stock shipped, Also, with each amount of Bulgar shipped a series
of leaflets on how to prepars Bulgar whould be attached.

(16) Distribution of CA Cammodities. : : (Co D)

"(a) OBSERVATION, . When giving support to a school or hospital, it has been
found that distributions at regularly schedu led intervals are more effective
than sporadic bulk contributions.

(b) EVALUATION, None

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, That commodities be.distributed on a regular basis,
The facility being supported interprets this as a demonstration of our concern
. for them rather than as a psyoff.

(17) leaflet Dissemination, ' o (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, It has been demonstrated that face to face PSYOPS has
always been the most effective,

(b) EVALUATION, At the present time too much emphasis is being placed on
isaflet drops., Mors emphasis needs to be placed on hand-delivered leaflets.

One of the major problams is to convince m’/Pr troops to take leaflats with them
to the fiold.

~ (e¢) BRECOMEMDATION, That leaflets be given out to villagers and placed along
trails, in bunkers, .and other locations whenever possible, Leaflets would not de
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at the mercy of the winds if distributed in this manner,
(18) PSYOPS Reporting. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION, Since the last reporting period, ireidents of PSYOPS
value have slipped bv unexploited, One case was the relesse of civilian prisoners
which had been held captive and used as a labor force by the VC,

(b) EVALUATION, Had a camera been present and pictures taken, a local
PSYOPS theme would have been very effective, OCeneral information on the incidont
was disseminated throughout the area,

(¢) RECOMENDATION, Emphasis should continue to be placed on the necessity
of having a camera accompany all operatiors and pictures taken of all incidents
which might be of value, .

. (19) Resettlement of Refugees, (Cs C)

{a) OBSERVATION, On a recent operation, a patrol returned to the camp with
8 large nurber of refugees who had been living in an enemy controlled area, It
was the plan of the patrol to tring them back into the no fire zone and resettls

‘them there in a new 1ife hamlet, The CA/PO personnel in the csmp were quite

ur.prepared to handle the situation,

(v) EVAIUATION. No plans had been made prior to the patrol's departure to
bring back and resettls refugees, Thers wers limited supplies on hand and the
others were slow in arriving. Thers was little time for ccordination with
either district or higher headquartars with various orpanizations with the
capability of aiding refugees, In short, such a vropram needs planning and
coordination before it can be succesafully exdcuted,

(¢) RECQOMENDATION, Before any detachment takes it upon itself to implsment
& refugee resettlement of any size, it should first carefully plan and coordinate
with all organizations concerned to make sure that the progam is feasible and in
the best intsrest of the GVN,
MEDICAL

(20) CIDG Madical Care. : ‘ (sumn)

(a) CBSERVATION, Whils attempting to improve medical cars for CIDG, it

123

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVGB.C 15 August 1968
SUBJECT 2 Operational Report of 5th Special Forcea Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

was noted that USARV Reg, # LO-50 was ambiguous in describing care available
to CIDG in US hospital faciiities.

(b) EVALUATION,. The regulation now states that care will be provided on
an emcrgency basis for CIDG patients, It would be of great tenefit to have this
rewritten to state that surgical care will be provided on a routine basis, This
would make 1t unnecessary to do general surpgery at the CIDG hospitals thus fraeing
some medics for A team duty, allowing the Surpeon more time to get out in the
field, and greatly reducing the supply requiremsnts of the hospitals,

(¢) RECQMENDATION, That USARV Reg, # L0-SO be rewritten as abova. This
change is now under study at USARV Headauarters.

(21) Emergency Thoracentesis. (Co L)

(a) OBSERVATION, A thoracentesis is the aspiration of fluid and air fram
4 chest wound through the thoracic cavity and is often a 1life saving procedure,
particularly if evacuation 1is going to be delayed, Needles of the required
length are not always available, but it has been found that the alr-inlet needle
fram & serum albumin set is a very effective substitute,

(b) EVALUATION, Since the air-inlet needle has a knurled knob instesd of a
normal hub, it is nacessary for the user to fashion an adapter, This adaptation
can be accomplished by means of the aterile rubber tubing which is also found in
the albumin set and which fits snugly over thuy needls end and stopcock or syringe,
Sterility, which munt be maintained throughout the procedure, can be accanplishod
by wearing surgical gloves during assembly, '

( [ ) RECQGENDATIW . “m. .

(22) Contact Dermatitis, : ' (Co D)

(a) CBSERVATION, A type of moth exists in *he Delta repion of Semth Viatnam
which can produce a dermatitis characterized by a rash and itching.. Although
HCTA or Dibucaine will relieve the itching temvorarily, it is much more desirable
to prevent the symptoms. ‘

(b) EVALUATTON, This t'pe of moth is abmut one inch long, is white or
yeéiiow in color, and has a pointed head, Although they are not found alive
during the dry season, the dead moths collact in storeroams »nd other closed
placed, Peramnel engaped in cleaning or working in such places may come in
contact with dust cortaining the offending agent at any time of the year,
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{c) RECQ2TND TION, “hen the mouns are in evidence and comtsct has been
made with them, showers shculd be taken quite often, It is xlso advisable to
cover the tops of insect bars to prevent the offending agent from rubbing off
the moths and filtering down on the individual. Persommel engaged in clsaning
enclosed areas are also advised to shower as soon afterwards as possible,

23) Control of Medications, (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION, It was found that control of medications being dispensed
to indigenous patients was inadequate,

(b) EVALUATION, It was learned that scme medications which had been
. dispensed in quantity to indigenous patients were either given to other people
or sold on the market.

[

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS, That those medications intended for indigenous patient
be heid in sevarate containers marked with the patients name and that the patient
be required to return to the dispensary at required intervals to receive the
medication,

(24) Premediated, Self-inflicted Gunshot Wounds Among CIDG, (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, In the past, a minor wound (self-inflicted or not) allowed
the CIDG soldier to be sent to the nearest ARVN hodpital closest to the A
detachment and resuited in extended absences and a reduction in manpower,

(b)  EVALUATION, CIDG personnel armitted to hospitals for minor injuries or
wounds frequently extend these absences due to lack of adequate control of '
released patients, In most cases the record systems are casual, contailn no
factual release date and result in the ZING persomnel actually being AWOL (but
unchargeable due to the poor records system). Detachment medics have treated
in the camp dispensary injuries and self-inflicted wounds which did not involve
major vessel, nerve, or bone damage. These occasions were also used to conduct
medi:zal cross training of othar members of the detachment and CIDG medics, This
opractice has discourapged self-inflicted wounds and has therefore reduced the

time lost by CILG malingering in cities or villages adjacent to ARVN and provincial

hospitals,

tc) RECMMENDATION, That A detachment medics treat in the camp dispensary
al. CDC injuries ard self-inflicted wounds not involving major vessel, nerve, or
bore ‘1amage.
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HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VISTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 11 0C7 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT, '
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 :

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learne.
for the quarterly pericd ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 5th Special
Forces Group (Airborme), lst Special Forces.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning the status of incoming personnel, pages
102 and 103, paragraph ¢(1): Concur. Personnel arriving in RVN for
"assignment to the 5th Special Forces Group should be in good physical con-
dition and well grounded in the basic principles necessary to conduct
small unit tactical operations and survive in a jungle environment.

b. Reference item concerning requirements to treat MAT and KIN
information in the same manner as US SECRET and CONFIDENTIAL, page 105,
paragraph 2d(1): Nonconcur with the recommendation. Paragraph 11lh,
AR 380-5 establishes the policies and procedures for the handling of
foreign government originated classified material.

c¢. Reference item concerning exploitation and evacuation of captured
documents, material, and personnel, page 110, paragraph 2d(16): Concur.
MACV and USARV directives and regulations prescribe the correct procedures
for identification and processing of captured material and personnel, '
Action will be taken by this headquarters through command publications to
remind commanders and intelligence officers at all levels of the directives
in effect, :

d. Reference item concerning sandbag, polypropyl, FSN: 8105-926-2034,
page 112, paragraph 2e(1): Concur. Procurement of burlap (cotton) sand-
bags has been terminated. Only polypropylene (FSN 8105-926-203L4/2035/2036)

and acrylic (FSN 8105-935-7101) will be available in the future. Polypropylene

are presently stocked in USARV depots whereas the first acrylic bags are
scheduled to arrive in RVN in October 1968, Defense Construction Supply
Center (DCSC) indicates that acrylic bags have proven superior to all other
types in every test, : o
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e, Reference item concerning CIDG medical care, page 121, paragraph '
2¢(20): Nonconcur. USARV Regulation 40-50 authorizes emergency medical
care for occupational injuries, This care is equated to that provided
civilian war casualties, under the provisions of USARV Regulation 4LO-46.
USARV medical facilities are not staffed nor equipped to provide routine
medical care to Vietnamese civilians as a matter of general policy. The
only routine medical care for Vietnamese civilians is provided by the
military Medical Civic Action Program (MEDCAP 1I), MEDCAP is directed
toward improving local health requirements, but is limited by operational

requirements,
FOR THE COMMANDER

W.C. A

cpPTAGC

Assistant Adjutalit ‘Genzeral
Cy furn:
HQ 5th SFG
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HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 OEC 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D,C, 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject report
and forwarding indorsement and concurs in the report as
indorsed.

2, (C) Reference (page 91) paragraph 1ln(l) (b):

a. In view of the PEMA fund management problems
encountered by USACISO, this headquarters in February 1968
proposed to DA to change the Operation Switchback PEMA
funding and accounting procedures. Proposal was not
favorably considered by DA due to current interpretation
of legal restraints by various government agencies,

b. This headquarters in October 1968 recommended‘that
DA continue its effort toward elimination, beginning with
FY 70, PEMA field financing for the Switchback Program.

- ¢. DA indicated that two possible solutions are now
being considered, i.e., free issues of PEMA items or
improved billing procedures to include direct billing from
lst lLogistical Command to USACISO.

d. Proposed changes in funding and issue procedures
are now being studied by the DA Switchback team now
visiting PACOM area (3 November - 3 December 1968).

3. (C) Refcrence (page 92) paragraph ln(2): On

15 October 1968, DA announced the 0SD action concerning
the proposed increases to the FY 69 and FY 70 Switchback
Progran,

4, (C) Reference (page 102) paragraph 2c(l): This
headquarters recommends that the POI at the Special . -

Warfare School be ievised to stress the CIDG Program as
opposed to preparing the SF for unconventional warfare,

RAV on17QaR
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5., (C) Reference (page 103) paragraph 2¢(2): Personnel
who attend the one-year course at the Defense Language
Institute can speak Vietnamese fluently. Those personnel
who attend the '"short courses'” in Vietnamese are limited

to a few phrases., As a minimum, the detachment Intelligence
Sergeant should be a graduate of the one-year course.

QUL —

€ L SHORTT
CPT, AGC
At AG

FOR THE COMMANDFR IN CHIEF:
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CONEIDEMT 1AL

TROOP DISPOSITION LIST « 1 CT2

DATE KO  NO %0 No ETHNIC
DET  LOGATIO GO OPENED CSF RF  _FF_ MSF_ PITIW g 3.
TY  Danang ~ FrUT527193 Sep' 82 B T | - Cae, VN e
B~1€ - Danang BT07527193 May 68 L7 c&c VN MONT A HINESE m
A~101 Mai Loc TD09505151 dJun 68 286 : ~SF VH/MONT
A-102 Ten Phuoe BT10571435 Nov 65 671 20k - 560 LSF#8S VN b |
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A<10L #a Thenh BS3B657005 Apr 65 S76 203 207 CSF/SS  VN/MONT B
A-105 Noag Som ATB1L48383L Jun 68 237 CSF/BS VN - ~33
A-106 Da To BSS5783262 Mar 65 L29 121 2@ CSF/SS VN/MONT Tmm
A-107 Tre Bong BS34548838 Mar 65 187 L7s CSF/SS  VN/MONT “Ea
A-108 Minh Long BSS3555099 Mar 66 L86 10k 112 - CSF/SS  VN/MONT mns
-109 Tmong Due  BCIL17532h Apr 66 577 : CSF VN/MONT omm
TOTALS: LS10 632 1556 947 828
. 11 CTZ 3
C2  Pleiku ART6515021 Oct 62 200 cac MONT |
_ B=20  Pleikum AR76515021 Nov 67 L3k 1013 MSF VN/MONT -
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A-22i Pm Tuc BQSOLOS965 May 65 630 2001 229 . CSF/SS  MONT
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A-120 Vinh Thanh  BR61586052 Oct 65 636 . CSF V/MONT b
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4-23l4 An lac APB6LUTLBLT May 65 87 CSF MONT =
A-235 Mhon Co YUBOLORS0S Msy 66 LS2 CSF/BS  VN/MONT
4-23 Bu Prang YULB895610 Oct 67 L12 _ CSF/BS  MONT m
A-237 Luong Son BN12503850 Jan 66 503 CSF VN/MONT
A<38 Buon Blech BQOO785942 Jul 66 617 CSF VN/MONT v
A-239 Duc lap YU91327513 Nov 66 L7 CSF/BS VN/MONT wn
-2 Kontum AR27318893% Jan 66 1ké 178 C&C/MSF, VN/MONT 8
A 241 Polet Kleng _2A03269330 Mar 66 LL9 CSF/BS MONT
A-242 Dek Pek YB9L9768L42 Nov 62 61k CSF/BS MONT ’
A-=243 Plateau 0i BS08651555 Jan 65 40O CSF VN,/MONT !
A-2LL Ben het YBB7242566 May 68 759 CSF/BS VN/MONRT 5
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" VNSF/HC Nha Trang CP03105330

CONFINENTIAL

TROOP DISPOSITION LIST - IV CTZ (CONT)

DATE o NO NOo NO . ETINIG
DET  JOCATICY COORD OPENED CSF  RF° PF  MSF  MISSION  GRAJPS
B-lii  Moc Hoa X503059091 Feb 65 801 82 c&C/s/ss . .
A-l11 My Phuoc Tay X52006598 Feb 67 613 CSF VN/CAMB
A-412 Kinh Quan II WS97657585 Oct 65 - 660  L95 CSP VN/CANB,CHI
A1} - Binh Tuanh Thon WT86180331 May 65 501 118 276 CSF/S5/BS  VN/CAMB
A<hl} Thanh Tri X305759953 Mar 68  LLY - LOS 378 CSF/BS VN/CAMB/MONT/CHI
A-415  Tuyen Nhon xs278717% Apr 65 561 120 68 CSF/SS/BS  VN/CAMB
A-l36 My Dien II  XS36506050 Jan 68 €35 CSF VN/CANB
B-4l2  Chau Doc W513208410  Mar 65 901 1285 C&C/S/SS
A<421 Ba Xoat V595596279 May 66 908 CSF/BS VN,CAMB
A-l9 Vinh Oia VS76226090 Aug 64 739 CSF/BS VN/CAMB
B-43 Cao Lanh W369516616 Feb 67 289 C&C/S5/S5  CAMB
A3l  Cai Cat 'WT56160750  Apr 65 759 CSF/BS VN/CAMB
A=432 Thoung Thoi WS31409505 May 65 613 353 1199 CSF/SS/BS <z\o=a\xoza\oxa
A<43) My Da WS99886205 Mar 67 849 CSF/SS VN/CAMB
A-4li2  To Chau vsl5604552 Feb 67 2kl TC VN/CAMB/CHI ~
TOTAIS: 7604 3482 3308 1426
) . T %
SEPARATE DETACHMENTS AL
B-51  Dong Ba Thin ~CPOLOO2O00 : VN/MONT/CAMB
B-52  Nha Trang €P03105180 §§o§\2§\§8\nﬁ
B-55 Nha Trang CP03105180 MONT/CHI
A-502  Trung Dung  BP93705571 - - VN/MONT
Recondo Nha Trang CcPO3105180 = W

HHC Nha Trang CP03105180
COE  Nha Trang CP03105180

cLD Saigon X585309295
IEGEMD: CSF « Camp wnsﬁﬁ..woqo.m - VN . Vietnamese
RF . = Reglorai Forre CAMB - Cambodian
FF Popuiar Foree MONT -~ Montagnard
MSF  ~ Motllie Strike Force CHI .~ Chineese
B « Border Survillance ow: » Command and Contral
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STATISTICAL DATA
: 1 11 I11 I
1. (C) Massions: [ v erZ, C1Z CTZ_  TOTAL
3, Squad. ' © h262 8862 5427 13385 31936
b, Platoon _ : neo 24,86 1496 &122 13284
¢. Company or Larger 254 569 522 1647 2992
2. {(C) Contacts:
»., Contacts reeulting from Friendly i 38 233 277 1069
Offensive Action:
b, VC attacks on installations and 105 Wb 24 99 491
convoys: .
¢. Incidents: 28 30 '8 1% 2
3. (C) Confirmed VC Losses:
a, KA ) 390 549 431 591 1961
b, GPTR 29 36 38 168 271
¢. Quarterly Couparison of Confirmed VC losses Country-wide:
KIA CPTR
3d Quarter 67 122, 261
4th Quarter 67 2043 28
lat Quarter 68 2492 457
2d Quarter 68 1961 271
Le (C) USAF 1csses:
a, KA 3 7 8 8 25
v, WIA ' 32 20 23 2 98
v MA 2 Y o o 3

d. Quarterly comparison of USALP casualties country-wide:

KA A M TOTAL
Y0 Guarter &7 1€ 92 1 109
ith Quarter o7 ki pUA ) ’ lz28
Let uattar 6% Ny 174 1 283
o Qanter 68 25 va3 3 127
nta 5 44 Lk Z2GA ORLL for Q_arteriy Period BEndi- M ! 1948
o W OL. 2 YEAR INTLVALS
OKCL . ' CIBD AFTsi 12 Yaa

Y oIy 5,.00,10
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STATISTICAL DATA (VONT)
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7e

- _ 5. (c) VNF Losses:

/5%

CONF IDENT IAL

s, Kia 3
c, Ma b
d. Quarterly conparison of VYNSF
casualties Country-wide.
' g 47 ) WIA
3d Quarter 67 2 3
4th Quarter 67 7 26
1st Quarter 68 13 1
24 Quarter 68 7 3
(c) cinG lossess
o : 5
b, 31 45
c. MIA . . — 5 30
d. Quarterly comparison of.
' casualties ccuntry-wide, KIA .19 )
3d Quarter 67 260 a2
4th Quarter 67 A2 1254
lst Quarter 68 ~ h30 T
24 Quarter 68 548 1668
(C) Rr/PY losses:
a, KIA a 62 4
b, WIA ' 12
ce MIA
'de Quarterly comparison of RF/FF
casualties country-wide, j 47 XA
3d Quarter 67 56 167
4th Quarter 67 136 m
1st Quarter 68 21 a4
24 Quarter 68 107 200
(C) Wespons
a, Priendly Weapons lnst 228 158
b, Enemy Weapons Lost ral 3a
CONFIDENTIAL
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'196

10

AQ
10

176
765

NP

548
1668
58

JOTAL
1300
1779

274

107
200
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53
740
37
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