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CONFIDENTIAL

DEARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25th INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY

APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCDA-CO 16 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending
31 Oct 68. RCS CSFOR-65 (RI).

To: See Distribution

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a. General Summary

Elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery were actively engaged in combat opera-
tions throughout the reporting period in support of Operation Toan Thang
II, which continued from the previous quarter. Greatest enemy activity con-
tinued to be centeredin the Tay Ninh-Dau Tieng area. Enemy tactics varied
throughout the reporting priod from relatively long periods of avoiding
contacts with significant elements of US forces to sudden violent ambushes
of armed convoys and coordinated attacks against relatively well defended
combined artillery-infantry positions, referred to as fire support bases
(FSB). Artillery direct fire against attacks on these fire support bases
accounted for a significant number of the high casualties inflicted on the
enemy, while sustaining very light casualties themselves. Reenforcement
training on Vietnam type operations for new artillery personnel who have not
previously served in Vietnam continued to be conducted by the 25th Inf Div
Reenforcement Training School. Attendance is mandatory for officers 02 and
below, WO, and enlisted men E7 and below. Training lasts 5 days for Artillery
personnel. Artillery units continued on the job training to develop proficiency
in all phases of artillery with emphasis on duties of the cannoneer and-fire
direction center techniques at battery level. Also, proficiency training in
defense of base camps and fire support bases was conducted continually through-
out the period with emphasis on proper planning of defensive fires, direct
fires, countermortar/counterbattery fires, use of appropriate ammunition such
as beehive or charge 1 fuze time set for minimum range (referred to in Sec 2
as Killer Junior), and immediate preplanned reaction to enemy attack (including
predetermined direction for each gun).

b. Specific Activities:

The activities of the elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery continued to be
characterized by frequent moves of individual firing batteries to support
relatively small elements of the infantry; companies pr battalions.

FOR OT UT .,...ar- AT 3 VCAI IMTDVAIV..

684102 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL
(1) On 2 Aug 2/319 Arty r turn, o. to r3 Pftton (,T5921) from F3 Jr.ckson

(XT4216) as it continued to provid direct support (DS) to its own 3d brigade
of thr 101st Air Cavallr, which was under th. op .r: tion-l control (OPWON) of
the 25th Infantry Division.

(2) On 4 aug C/l/8 doplo-=d to iF' Keene II (AT6502) froma i ii,3.de
(XT6011) to support th 2/l4th Infpntry. Operations continued in the arema
throughout .ugust. The following d W A/1/ mov,d from FS8 Stu.rt III (XT-
4919) and C/3/13 moved fromt Cu Chi into FS3 Butler III (XT5404) to support
,el,nts of the 3/101 Air Cav in comiat assr.ult (CA) ond reconn-issrnce in
force (RWi) operations north of Bao Trai. On 7 August these battories
returned to the FS3's fro.u which they had com.

(3) An adaitional irdium ba.ttery B/1/27 was assigned the mission of
GOnor %l Support Thinforcing the 25th Inf Div Arty on 6 August at which ti!W
it moved into FS Iado ( ,T6/0)). This battery ;vea to Stuart III (XT4919)
on 8 August to replace A/I/8 which returned to Cu Chi.

(4) The following day, 9 August, a new 17M, Buell II, w .s occupied in
grid XT4256. D/7/1 movwd from Buell (XT2153) and t,/3/13 from Tny Ninh into
Buell II.

(5) Between 9 nd 17 ,ugust soewrrl iov.s w~re nmde to .Lintain artillOry
support for t~he fast moving ia-n uvcr -1 1,.nts, but no signific.ant action
devetloped. On one occasion the artillry virtu-1ly outran the inf'antry.
During the evening of 15 August a Civilica.n Irrogualr Defense Group (CIDG)
platoon of 30 ,men was reported surrounded by an NVA force of 100 or more in
the vicinity of 23377 ]im-jdiataly, B/7/1l Arty was alerted for a possible
move to support the b;leguerod force. !y midnight 15-16 August a scheow
of m:)aeuver cand fire support had been developed to relieve the suyrounded
plrtoon. At first light 16 August, A/3/13 Arty followed a road sweepi ,g te~m
fro,: FSB Buell II to i-',%3 St Barbara (XT2768) and by 0900 was r eady to fira
a ten- iinuto Landing Zone (LZ) preparation for 2/27th Inf.-ntry, At the s,aO
time C/7/11 Arty propared for -n air mcbil move from FM Rawlins III (XT2948)
to FSB Knox (XT2877) to provide direct suppobt to the 2/27 Infantry as it
went to tht relief of the CIDG platoon. it 0915 and ag,-in at 1135 the oper-
aticnwas delayed as G3 amd other divisional elonnts reassessed the situation
and coordinated air assoLs with the needs for both thc infantry conbst assault
(CA) -nd the artillery air mobil, emplacerament -The ' CIDG platoon was extracted

at 1200 hrs. Finally at 310 the zeliuf operation ncw a follow-up operation--
bog:,n with the artillery pr paration of the LZ in the vicinity of XT2877'
At 1435 C/7/11 begpn the air-mobiL, m it had prepared for at 0900. The

next day, 17 Aug, A1/313 returned to ISB Buell II (XT2256) and C/7/l1 returned
to FSB R&vlins III.

(6) The long exptcted VC/NVA Third Offensive began in tho early iorning,-

hours of 18 Aug 68, with ,i- 8ttack on FS3 .6uell II. At 0120 hrs thye position
was attackd with mortars, rocts, srell arms, and foot troops. At 0225 hrs,

T,', Ninh base cap was recoiving small arms fire and mortars, and at 0245,
the NUi BI. Da h sign al 'fility cm under ground att-.ck.

INCL 1 CONFIDENTIAL
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A total of 8.3 NVA (oody Count) were killed dring the attack at ?Sb Buell Il.
During the daylight hours continuous contact was md with en%;nwy forces in
the Thy Ninh ar'.a. As d-orkncss fell It bes")M apparent the enumy would
renew his efforts against Tay Ninh) 3uell II, Dc.u Ti-ng, and Tay Ninh .!ast.
An e stimtd two NVA battalions occupied T.y rinh -ast. C/2/13 arriwd in
Cu Chi from Phu Loi (23d Arty Group) to assm=, a Gneral Support Pinforcing
mission. This 105rm howitzer battery was moved to Tay Ninh by air on 19 Aug68.

(7) The following two d&ys the enemy continucd sporadic attacks by fire
on Dau Tieng and Try Ninh base cpaps and fire support b-.ses in the area.
Div Arty units provided continuous close fire support of the maneuvr eleiants
seeking him out. On 21 August, A/2/33 moved from Tny Ninh to Rawlins III
(XT 2848) to support 4/23 och Inf and A/I/8 moved to Dau Tieng from Cu Chi
to support 1/5 kch Inf.

(8) FS3 Sohofield III (.,T 4144) was occupied on 22 August by A/I/8 arty
from bau Tiong and C/7/12 Arty from 1tawline III. Two days later, at approx-
imtely 0015 hours 24 August this new position recdived a heavy ground attack.
The more than 2000 rounds of artillery fired in defense accountrd for a
major part of the 62 enemy body count. Schofield III was v.cated on 25
August and both batteries returned to the bases from which they caia. Also
cn 25 Aug) A/2/13 Arty roadmcrched to Cu Chi from FSB Rawline III. During the
e.rly morning hours of 22 August FS816 Duell II (iT 2256), i.wlins III (,T 2948),
and Stuart III (XT 4919) all received at'tacks by fire aMd light ground probes.
Light friendly &d.sualties and unknown eneay casualties resulted.

(9) On 27 August th enemy lost no'thkr 34 men killed in a pro-dawn
att;ck on FS8 Rawl1n6.II (occhpiee by C/7/ll nd two companies of 4/23
MecYauiizod Infantry). *The following day throe extilL~ry moves were completed
in response 4b .5shift of division maneuver elemwnts: Ho and ;/i/8 Arty
returned tp z ah t fftm'Dau Tieng, A/3/3 3y Lzm6d into Cu Chi from FSB
Buoll II, and C'/3 Arty moved from Or Chi to M keade ( T 6011), where it
remained for the eti 0f the qurter. ... 2A19 jri (A3rbonme) relieved

its A Bttery (at 18a-Davis, XT W.21 i# rertrid to. the 101st Airbone
Division ba.e caimp dt Phuoc Vinh (4d 95V)J, uith i' C battery from Phuoc
Vinh. In other aion oh 27-28 'Augst, dtimly ftres , Were concvntrated in
grid XT 5227 t6 halp thy 2/506 Infantry (Abb) kill 40 NVA soldiers. On 29
August C/2/319 Aryt: mowed fLrom FS8 Davia ,to -FE8 rshing (vic &T 5025).

(0) August- d1ozod reUtVl qietA ai oweir action subsided. On the
31st C/I/8 Artv mzpvd by" fvliopter Ytrom FEB. Kaee .U (.vie XT 6502) to a
new position, Keene III (via-XT OOI), five Km to the west, where the batthry
rmmainod ii stippo~t of the. 2/14 In antiy through(%t t,. rst of the uart-r.

(11) "The lull in activity "continued until 3 'Septerber w1hn the TVp Ninh-
D'u Tieng convoy was aubushed. 7horQ were scme artilxy relocations during
the lull. On 1 Septembcr A/2/3, from 23d Artillery Group assigned the mission
of Genorl Support Renforcng the 25th In Div Arty, returned to its p.rent
bc.ttalion at Phu Loi (Y.T 8415) and was repL.cod at Ou Chi by its sister babtry,
B3/2/33. 1enwhile, to the northwest, G/2/13 at Tay Ninh exchanged positions
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with B/7/li at £S&3 ±uell III (iT 2153). ThQ tel"po of ground action incr .-a5(.-d
on 13 Sp*mb. mnd the zrtill-r, wras ag- in on th. iflv4. to maint. in its sup,1-ort

of th; inf antry: C Batt- ry 2/77' Arty rturn,,d to Cu. Chi andi Div .,irtyr control
from op..rtion-l control of th., Capita.1 1>.iitary Assist.lc,. CoilnQ 'It 1r'Si3
Danford 0,S 7799), Oth.-r Div irty ;l',mn. nts famed out from Cu. Chi to th-
nortliirst (A/3/13 plus ono so ction of D13/1.3 to S Patton) .n(" to th, north
(A/1/8 to L &5 big~rs) XT 6827), A 101st drbornk.- britturY, 3//319) moved from
P' tton to F&3 Sha^ft;-r (,'T 6525) to acdd its support to th..-t of A/l/8 for
inf entry op..rating in that vicinity,,. Tri, next dz.y, 4 Suptew ~, ,ri1.r
.LDvflV-nt continued Ls D/3/13 displace d from Cu Chi to FIP3 Lincoln II (XT 3625)
)n d A/i/8C m-A a short rdoca.-tion from FS6&) Rse.rs to FSS Darby (,,'T 6432).

0/.,-/77 -uia fi ru di re ction c~.nt...r f rom 1/8 m, v,.;d f rcm Cu Chi to FSB Hodgu s
(,A'T 6232) to support th-, 1/27 Infanty&

(12) irom 5 through 8 &ptembtr, 1erants of th,. 3d 3rigc de, 101st
Airboim.- ivisionj enga&cid th,, eneiny in significant cont.acts in th,. vicinity
of XT 5419 ( -6 &,p) and thc. vi.Anity of .4T 5728 (7-8 Sup), Daspite 11,500
rouds of a-rtill,.-rv fired in support, th3 final results wiort disappointing:

KIa WIA A

US Loss.s: 44 50

Enemyj Loss.-s: 59 (Body Count) 8
19 (Possibiu)

Captured: 2 mo -t;,rs, 24 individual wtapons; assorted rockt
propelled grvn~tdos, minos, a~nci ha-,nd gronades.

(3) Af ta r three days of relatively light cont ot, unc-gy activity begon
to increase. Oncce agt-in the threat was in thz Tay Ninh-iDhu Tl~eng ar &a and
on 11. Septerbc~r 0/2/77 conductkd an airmoble move from PSE Hodgus (Y.T 6232)

to T,%- Ninh. Th., fir-, dire ction el1. Wtnt from 1/8 ijrty locatod with C/2/7
roturn-d to Cu Chi, llv enfortj aotiv~.t7 roaclwd a clixwtx at 0200 hours on
13 Sapteriber whan hj 2launched a~ mossive att-ack aganst FS$3B uo'l III (.,, 2153).
This well dug i~n position, m.-.pne;d by C/2/13 trlty ,-nd 3/22 InfantrYr, rtec ivomd

1.000 morta~r and mot~ propellIcd &Vads& rounds and a hoavy ground attack.
Th ytcr let1Jn1 1 dea, but wounded only 17 US defondo)rs. On the

1.4th 3/3/13 Arty displ,ced to Cu Chi a.ftr )-1-o~t nin.. months a-t i%' Harrison
(XrT 7304). The amis; day 4/2/319 Arty displac.d f rom F~SB $W.fter (XT 6r5k

to FWt Pope (.T 5430).. Ct 16 &ptegbr 23d arty Group replaced 0/2/13 at
~3uoll III with 31/2,13. C/g,/.3 vien to Cu Chi and ani tho 18th was exchanged
for k/2/J3 from Phu, Loi. Qrt lb and 17 3& pt7-mber thiL- enemy lost 104 tLIA in
ground .. ssaults on D/2/319 at Fcj Pbpx., On 17 Setoiber DP-/13 !at FSJ Linaohn
II (XT 3r325) ond B3/3 /J 'tC h both wolrev dispI-tcad to FS3 Hampton (xT 4Q23)
to weigh~lt thte octiozi cginet ~.nemy eleratznts ,.ngagcd in the Trung L"ap rarc

4
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On this s ,rn..- dci Co)lon,..1 Gurdon Sumn..r Jr,, GO, 25th mI Div trs w.-s rc-%ssign-
F-d cns C*Luii ..f of St i f 2 5t h In ' Div. H,. wrs suc c, -de d in couimrfd of th, 2 5th
Inf Div -irty byr Colon, Lt,,,cius G. i-Hill. On 19 S.ptc-mi r ,,,//8, which h,,d ooon
at FSiJ Sao (.T 5734) sin c. the 15th, re1livl:.d J/113 -.t A,.D C rock.tt II

*(--T 7416) . -Br-.vo Batt..ry roturnud to Cu Chi. a~phP. B tt.-ry rovw.in~d at
CrrcI tt I! through th- cn6 of th- ou-rt-r. On tlh.. 20th ts/2/319 ',rty dis-
L1'oc.d from F2zs Pop.. to .31i3 P:.tton II (,,T 5819).

(14) During th, 1, st ti-n da.ys of Sc.ptomz~wr 25th Division --l,.,(nts hld
only. ixinor con t-ct with th, vnemy. Tho miost signific-nt -xtill,.,. d'.v.lor'-
M, nt -,; -- ti- r, turn of 2/77 Art, to D~ivision .rilrycontrol af ter oleven
11 k., unck-r 0L.pit..,1 Nilit --ry ,-ssist-~nc.. Conunnd (0440) control in the
vicinity of tn Son iNhut Lr DJ'sc.. The 2/319 Arty (.4bri) r nd its supported
unit, 3d .3EE/l0lst Jbn Div., rtun,.d to tfiicir pp.ront org: niztion's control
-t FLc inh on 25 S3.pt.nib~.r. Llso auring this p-riod .. numbk.r of short
ur-ti,'n i'tl.r v-vs w,;n mrae in th-. vicinity of th, !,.SR bitwcon Tay Ninh

Zj ~r St b~arbara (xi 2T 768) to supj~ort th.. lst LBrigz.de in c pnin8, th,5 1SR
o.nd secuin,; thc. St .3-xbvLrz. FfSB, which hAd bcen the tolrget of' fr';cu nt
-'tt cks o,, fir(,. Qi, f thcsc. rLv.s brought B/l/27 from FS3 Stuzc.rt III (XT-
4q19) to ±TS T'r i. (.:T 3958) on 25 Scpten-obr. On 30 S.,ptembcr 0/2/77
,n-,nA from Try '!ird. -, ', .1icq:ir (.1T 4256) to providu. direct sup-.ort for the
2/ -2 In.'I (Yi.ch)) as the 3d Brigade began operations in th .t area. The lull
in *ur ,my action begun -n 20 Sptctit.~r continued until 3 Oc)tober, when sporadi,
contacis began to occur.

(15) ie,.rly in th. morniq . urs of 3 Octob,-r, '318 K~onc III w:.,s
ritt -cko d with ivort - --nd RIT-1s. US cr-su~.ltios wore minor, whL 15 .. !rciy
so.- . r,3 w. r kill.-- -.cun ..r; "trfir,. s. Thu ~t kw, ~s rep,:.:td thb:
foirPwinj, r,( z-dL i~c .,v..nin, no ni cntc,,su ltis. On 3 Octooer
3/1 /27 .-nd. ~w,:., < J-nt st:,y; , t !r,-.., H .i 3958) nd mo~v . d to Rn'wlins III

(~2948). "1, next d,-Zr ./2/71 .t Tu-y Anh :'.nd -./7/'l -t D .u Ti..ng b se
c:,,rTs o:,ch,nL>.d podsitions in ordor to r. join t h,.ir p. ro-nt units. Furthcr
r(,istribu-.ion of -'rtill-r-y .ss,. ts took p1' c,- on 6 Octoo,;r -.s B -'.nd D/3/13
d~r rtfci Fa - '-pt n (,,LT 41;-3): 13r- vo Brttcr- moving to F&'S3 wood (.T 4434),
-n. ijlt. Btt r- - tUrlnin-, to Cu Chi. Th.- r.d!p"' yrnnt of - rtill.ry to th
"r rml.trn r-1 di.'zct sup-rort i.c, 7/U1 ,xty 16 to 1st *6rig.do r"t T,-y
i'^, /77 lx.t US to 3d £rif- Jl nt Dz,.u Ti"-tng w:.s car 1.-te;d on 7 Octe t --r

,-,.-v..d fr T:v Ninh to r .p1;c. 2/2/113 Z $u xoll III (,, 2.J. ,)
l-l 77 Iov-. -A' in t.) 3~ M~cN ir (.,T 4526) from Cu Chi. nroutu to T-

.i ~/2'j3vtnt to FS Hull( OT 2638), --.nd '.nrouto te i*ci; .ir .6/2/77 w..ait to
~u 3tin ('-T 3731)~ to suppot 2'//2 Tn.--ntrr opr.tions in th. vicinitA of

:r/ ', .. x:nQ1 to 'u Chi from T-yi Ninh "nm its sister ),tt.ry, .phr,,,.
mc 'i d luy h Uicopt..r from Cu Chi tc, ?'S% 0wixo (.,T 5926) in j-upiport of '2d

I(.~d. r r .ti on s siknific nt cani. et duv, lopd on Y(' %tober when
L~Th r~,.v a 3rip.r f ir in L-rid zT 5322. During t,hc. &'.y 3,107
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rounds of artillery were fired into the target areas despite froquent and
prolonged check-fires for gunships and airstrikes. During the night 3.000
more rounds were fired. When maneuver elemen s swept the area on 11
October, 26 enemy bodies were located; 13 of these were officially cr(di'd
to artillery. Meanwhile, on 10 October, Division Artiller-. receiv lfrem
23d Arty Group an additional General Support Reinforcing mdium batLer%. C/I/2 .
which moved into Cu Chi. On 11 October, D/3/13 (8" Howitzer) moved from
Cu Chi to FSB Stuart III (XT 4919) which it continued to occup. at the close
of the quarter. The following night B/1/27 Arty at FSB Rawlins III rcated
to intelligence indicating an attack on Tay Ninh base camp by making a
night march into the camp to provide additional fire power. On the 13ch
C/1/27 moved from Cu Chi to replace its sister battery at Rawlins 11I,
where it remained as the quarter ended.

(16) On 14 October C/2/77 was displaced from FSB McNair (XT4526) to
Tay Ninh West (base camp), where it was attached to the 7/11 to support
1st Brigade operations. Second Brigade operations were supported by A/2/13,
which moved from FSB Ware (XT 5926) to Cu Chi on 15 October, and then to FSB
Jackson III (XT 4316) on the following day. Also on 16 October B/7/11
moved from Tay Ninh to FSB Hines (XT 0151), where it remained until 21
October, when it returned to base camp. Deep mud at FSB Jackson 111,
caused by recent heavy rains, prevented A/2/13 from returning to Cu Chi on
22 October, as planned. The battery was bogged down until the following day,
when a CH 54 (Flying Crane) helicopter lifted five trucks out of the mud.
The battery closed into Cu Chi late on the afternoon of 23 October. The
same day C/7/11, which had gine to FSB St Barbara (XT2768) on the 17th, returned
to its parent battalion at Dau Tieng. The following day C/2/77 moved to
FSB Mahone (XT 5337) to support the 1/27 Infantry, as the Wolfhounds and
other 3d Brigade elements spent the last week of October rooting out enemy
troops and Viet Cong Infrastructure personnel in the Than An area (XT 5338).

(17) The 23d Arty Group's 2/13 Arty Battalion again rotated two of its
light batteries on 26 October. A/2/13 went to Phu Loi from Cu Chi and was
replaced by C/2/13, which road marched to Tay Ninh. Also on the 26th C/7/11
moved from Rawlins III to FSB Bragg II (XT 3958), from which it supported
Ist Brigade operations through the end of the month. An outstanding example
of the close fire support given to the smallest infantry element occurred on
the night of 25-26 October. Two ambush patrols from the 2/27 Infantry
became engaged with enemy forces in the vicinity of XT 7615, 1/8 Arty fired
in support, and the infantry battalion commander credited the artillery
support with saving these patrols from being overrun. As First Brigade
operations pushed into the southern edge of War Zone C on 27 October, B/7/11
moved to FSB Grant II (XT 3862) from Tay Ninh and remained there as the
month ended.
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(18) On thft.- 28th thz artillr,,' li,,son off ic,;r (LNO) with 4/9 Inf-rtry

wv kile s he~ :nd th, b-attaliorn coiiewnd-r searchrad th,. bodies OZ sever:.).
.;nclay killo;d by, ,,- aircraft from th-. 3/17 Air Ow-Iry . ThV 'ollowirzg d 'y
thc- LNO with 1/5 EFch Inf- ntzr was woundt:d wqhon -di, coiwfomin trx~k wa s hit
by - ck~t -rop-lbhd gr-nr~d-- bo:twen Dau Tn8 -.nd Thy, Ninh.

(10) On 31 October B/2/13 i.iuw~d frc,,a FSB F',"tun II (XT 5819) t[o0 !'S:
G-,rc~on (1iT 5830) tc support two conr,-:is ('f /9 Infr.ntry. This brought
to -. Vos, .- cuarto-r in which Div Arty .l,,mnts hnd -nadc 235 .Iov~s nd fircd
203,102 rilr rounds.

c. Porsonnel -and Logistics.

(1) Th. S-1 iLiint--ined coordination of thz- p,,rsonno1l n..eds cf Div Arty
with C-1 tiiroughout toquarter. The oflu major p,.rscnnel probl-ii wa-'s ri
s'hort-6.. of :artillzry captains. This short:,go ha s been pointsd out to G-i
-,nc is -tt-,ckcd a ppropria t'ly. Div Arty units lost 11 mon kill,.( iai
-ction ,n,, h di 166 a"In wound~d in %ction during th pa st quartet'. Artil -'y-

n~n ecovedl~EVcir Aard, 3 1' Scrvica Aards, 130 I-urplt: Hca,,rtsan

75 Air i',,d-tls during August, So-ptorbo1r -'nd 0ctcbter.

(2) During, tb.. p:-st %wiirter iv Arty S-4 opcrations consistod of
ccordiwting resupply factiviri.s in support of the; firi,, units. Th.

.- nitudte of t,.\ tfask r--ached a pea;k 7-8' Septerker wh .n clcstnts of tho 3d
,3riLgado3 101st AiIton-ie Division had. hua;rvy cont-ct in the. vicinity of XT 5728.
iiiv Arty fireod 8400 r--unds t/, suj.,port them during this one 24 hour pc.,riod.
All avaiiaolo ro,-ns of tr-nsporta-tion were use d for thv resupply, including
26 Conib -.t -!sscentizl sorties of CH 47. Ariunition was tesuppli,-d throughout
the nigh-t Pnd 7'e-stockng was compl1eted by 1800 the f ollowing d,-r. TI-f- !',ck
of sufficient ve-hicles and p~.rsonn, l in tiE; co:rtined h ,-dqix-xas -nd
sarvic,; battoery org -nic to Division Artillery brattalions rxac the r--sv-,,ly
task especia~ly difficult. A separate serrice battery such as that ozg::nic
to tho non-divisiozipl -.rtill;ry battalion --iould provide the; ncessar-y
vehicles and personnel. (Rferenco Operational &,port Lessons Learned
da'ted 18 1',ay 1968 itemr 2.f .(l) Service Battery ibquiremunt, pago 10 -,-d
0,71L dated 15 Aug 68 item 2.e.(l) Class V Transportation, p,-gc 7.)

d. TIP- Civil f isprogr.a ralized scom succuss during the qua:rter.
There %.as incraaseci popular coopcrartion with Gov .'liont of Vietn,a (GVN)
e,,.ncieDs,, ':nd mor- voluntary intellig ~n-- reports wor nLdet VSad
Free World Ydlitry Assist,-nce Forco s (FN11F). School buildings in TrcngW

Bang w,;u rep-ircid by th o self-heilp efforts of the ica 1 opulation usin
nr.t~ri!--s provided io: th. Div Arti, Civil Affairs s,-ctio. . A b -.dlyw n'-Oodd
la~trine facility was conmie tkd at tho Loc Du PirySchool (4 T 4920). Thi
school 'has sevuril hIrandred students and this s-1nitation facility will 1hfiP
izn-prov,. thu hygione of tho studants * In Tra-ng Bang proper a ±iuch n,-ci',-d
bt'nk~r for the- m-tvrnit-j dispunsary was curnpletod. Psychological cpra,;-tions
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included distribution of leaflets and loudspeaker broadcasts of tape record-
ings on the subjects weapons rewards, safe conduct, diary of a Hoi Chan. and
reporting of informacion on mines.

2. Section 2. Lesson Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Recomiendet ions.

a. Personiel. None

b. Operations.

(1) Integrated Fire Support

(a) Observation, The value of the available fire support in Vietnam

is frecuently reduced by restricting one source of fire support in order to
utilize another. Specifically, artillery fires are frequently halted to permit
air strikes and gunship strikes.

(b) Evaluation. For an infantry or mechanized unit in contact,
artillery is the most responsive means of fire support. There is a tendency
on the part of ground commanders, however, to call in tactical air strikes
or gunships prior to firing artillery. This sequence denies the ground
commander his immediate fire support. The proper procedure is to bring
to bear the most responsive means first, and then to augment it with other
available fire support. At no time should one means be allowed to eclipse
another. All artillery officers, from the Assistant Fire Support Coordinator
in the Division Fire Support Element to the Forward Observer with the
infantry company, have been trained to coordinate the various forms of fire
support. Coordination in the target area can be effected if the ground
commander properly uses his fire support coordinator.

(c) Recommendation. That infantry officer training at all levels
reemphasize the proper use of the fire support coordinator at each level of
command.

(2) Close-in Defensive Fires

(a) Observation. Our tactic of locating fire support bases (FSB) in
areas inviting attack and the enemy's tactic of launching attacks from
close-in assembly areas occupied under cover of darkness increase the need
for close-in defensive fires.

(b) Evaluation. A previously little used 105mm howitzer technique of
firing a short-.time-fuzed projectile at a low quadrant with charge one has
proved very effective. Data is computed from the TFT for a 5-20 meter
height of burst at ranges of 200 - 1000 meters from the weapon. This tech-
nique was pioneered for the 25th Div Arty by the 1st Battalion, 8th

8
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Artillery, while commanded by LTC Robert A. Dean (in the battle of FSB Burt,
vic XT 4980, on 1-2 January 1968). The theory and practiceof the technique
were further developed between January and May. On 12 May it was again
successfully employed at the battle of FSB Pike VI (vic XS 7395). Since
then this method has been used extensively, with great success indicated by
secondary explosions and high enemy body counts after all subsequent
ground attacks on fire support bases. The technique is known locally as
"Killer Junior", a name derived from the radio call sign, Killer, by which 1/8
Arty was formerly known. Killer Junior provides effective interdiction while rhe
enemy is attempting to mass for an attock, and during the attack will

annihilate his assault formations.

(c) Recommendations. (Vietnam Operations):

1 All light batteries should be trained in the use of "Killer Junior",
and firing data should be stenciled on the shields of the weapons.

2 Prior to darkness lay I howitzer in each of the 4 cardinal directions
with ati area of responsibility 0800 mil. to the left and right of the
principal direction of fire.

3 Have the FDC plot approximately 8 to 10 targets between 200 and 1000
meters in range in each howitzer's ares of responsibility.

4 Have the FDC provide each howitzer with a card with azimuth, deflection,
time and quadrant to each target (i.e. DA Form 6-13).

5 For use of "killer junior" in interdiction provide each howitzer with a
timetable for firing on their respective targets. Vary the timetable nightly
so as not to indicate a set pattern.

6 Utilize 1 platoon to fire routine missions that might arise during

the night, with the remainder of the battery able to react if necessary,

(3) Use of Beehive at Fire Support Bases.

(a) Observation: In some cases the artillery units at a fire support
base have been hesitaat to fire beehive -pounds because of improperly built
forward Infantry positions.

(b) EvalUation: The beehive round fired with muzzle action has a
devastating effect on personnel to the front, unless they are properly pro-
tected by bunkers or foxholes. In cases where the Infantry is not properly

dug in or manning their positions, a natural hesitancy about firing beehive
results.

9
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(c) Recommendation: A closer coordination between ground commanders
and the artillery battery commanders at fire support bases would alleviate
this problem.

c. Training.

Officc s' Orientation

(a) Observation. Officer personnel arrive in country with very little,
if any, Knowledge of rules of engagement and tire clearing procedures.

(b) E'va]uetion. Rules of engagement and clearance of fires are major
factors influencing the employment of artillery in Vietnam.

(c) Recommendation. Appropriate courses at the Artillery School should
include thorough instruction in rules of engagement and procedures for clear-
ing fires.

d. Intelligence. None.

e. Logistics. None.

f. Organization. None.

g. Other

Artillery Trajectory Identification

(a) Observation. Aircraft required to operate in the vicinity of
artillery fires and air observers adjusting artillery fires frequently have
difficulty identifying the artillery trajectories.

(b) Evaluation. The airmobility used in Vietnam frequently requires
aircraft to operate in close proximity to artillery trajectories. Air
Observers are frequently required to adjust fires from more than one direction
and under conditions that make gun-target line identification very difficult.
A means of making the gun-target line visible would increase aircraft safety,
increase the accuracy and safety of close artillery support to the infantry, and
redcme the traffic on radio nets.

(c) Recommendation. That a smoke trailing/tracer round be developed for
field testing.

3. Headquarters, Department of the Arm qurvey Information - Escape, Evasion,
and Survival.

10
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z. No 25th Div Arty troops haw beon sop r-ted or cut off from their units.

b. This unit hns no escapc, Lvasion, or survival inf,mmn.tion or 1ssons
leamd to rport.

LUCIUS G. HILL JR /'Colonel, ,rtil"--ry

Ccmm-nuing

SISTi. IAbTION :

,.St:,.Jf f s,.ction,

Bn
6 Div hist
3 US..-RV, ,AC(DST)
2 US.,1P.,C, GFOP-DT

CONFIDENTIAL



AVJCMH (3! ?Nov AS) 1st Ind
Sl!,J--O?,T operationnJ. Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for Per;~i'~jn

31 Oct AS. ROS CSFDR-.65

D\ , H7 ,',%T7 77 - 2 N1'T'PrRY DIV -,, .1(-, VOC 9A?? 5, 21 "'o)ver&'-%er 10"

':'(" (;", 1 1CTV, riTTN: G-3 (D & T), A.FO S~n r:ncisco 9A24A

Forwardml w-ith concurrence.

,W. F. FAUGIF
X IT 0, AGO

Aajutant General
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AVFBC-RE-H (16 Nov 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending

31 Oct 68. RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 13 DEC 196P

TI{RU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN. AV11GC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

I. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of the 25th Infantry Division Artillery, for the period
ending 31 October 1968.

FOR THE COMMANDERs

0. B. FORY
LT, AGC

Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (16 Nov 68) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending

31 Oct 68. RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 1 DEC 1968

TO: Cmander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for

the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 25th

Infantry Division Artillery and concurs with the report.

FOR THE CCMAEER:

W. C. AEIITZ
opT, AGC
Assistant Ad tant GeneraT

Cy furn:
HQ II FFORCEV
HQ 25th Inf Div'Arty

1 14.
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GPOP-DT (16 Nov 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 25th Inf Div Arty for Period Ending

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 27 DEC 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L. SHORT

CZPT, AGC
Asst AG,/
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013anic LbIts

1/8 Arti12ry (105 How, Towed)

7/11 Artil.ry (105 How, Towcd)

2/77 Artillry (105 How, Tbwed)

3/13 ,til.rv (15518",, SP)I

B/5/2 ',rtillry (Al batter,- nd attnadd su.?.rchlizht platoon)

2/13 Artillary (105 How, Towed) (-)

1/27 rtill zx7 (155 how, SP) (-)

2/32 Artillery (175/81f, sP) (-')

Lil
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