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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25th INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96225
AVDCDA-CO 16 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending
31 Oct 68, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1),

To: See Distribution

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a. General Summary

Elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery were actively engaged in combat opera-
tions throughout the reporting period in support of Operation Toan Thang

11, which continued from the previous quarter, Greatest enemy activity con-
tinued to be centeredin the Tay Ninh-Dau Tieng area, Enemy tactics varied
throughout the reporting period from relatively long periods of avoiding
contacts with significant elements of US forces to sudden violent ambushes

of armed convoys and coordinated a‘tacks against relatively well defended
combined artillery-infantry positions, referred to as fire support bases

(FSB). Artillery direct fire against attacks on these fire support bases
accounted for a significant number of the high casualties inflicted on the
enemy, while sustaining very light casualties themselves, Reenforcement
training on Vietnam type operations for new artillery personnel who have not
previously served in Vietnam continued to be conducted by the 25th Inf Div
Reenforcement Training School. Attendance is mandatory for officers 02 and
below, WO, and enlisted men E7 and below., Training lasts 5 days for Artillery
personnel, Artillery units continued on the job training to develop proficiency
in all phases of artillery with emphasis on duties of the cannoneer and-fire
direction center techniques at battery level. Also, proficiency training in
defense of base camps and fire support bases was conducted continually through-
out the period with emphasis on proper planning of defensive fires, direct
fires, countermortar/counterbattery fires, use of appropriate ammunition such
as beehive or charge 1 fuze time set for minimum range (referred to in Sec 2
as Killer Junior), and immediate preplanned reaction to enemy attack (including
predetermined direction for each gun). '

b. Specific Activities:

The activities of the elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery continued to be
characterized by frequent moves of individual firing batteries to support
relatively small elements of the infantry; companies pr battalions.

FOR OT UT | DOWNGRADID AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS;
684102 | DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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(1) On 2 Awg 2/319 Arty returncc to #8B Patton (4T5921) from I'SB J~ckson
(XT4218) cs it continued to provide diruct support (US) to its own 3d brigade
of the 10Lst Air Cavalry, which wes under the operation-l coatrol (OPUON) of
the 25th Infantry Division.

(2) On L avg C/1/8 deployed to FS3 Kaenc II (XT6502) from ¥SB ksrde
(XTé011) to support ths 2/14th Infantry., Operations continuwd in the arca
throughout sugust, The following day 4/1/C mowed from FSB Stucrt IIT (XT-
1S19) and C/3/13 moved from Cu Chi into FSB Butler III (£T5404) to support
olurcnts of the 3/101 air Cav in combat assault. (Ca) end reconncissance in
force (RIF) operations north of Bao Trai, On 7 August these battries
returned to the FS3's froa which they heg conee

(3) in cdaitional rudium battery B/L/27 was assigned the s.iselon of
Gonoral Support Reinforcing the 25th Inf Div arty on 6 August ot which tim
it moved into FSB hoado (AT60L1), This battery iovea to Stuort III (XT4919)
on 8 augvst to replace A/1/8 which returncd to Cu Chi,

(4) The following day, 9 August, a new IS8, Bucll II, wns occupicd in
grid X1%256. B/7/11 mowed from Buell (XT2153) ond 4/3/13 from Toy Ninh into
well IT.

(5) Between 9 mnd 17 august sowercl wows vere mads to mzintain artillery
support for the fast moving weneuver .leawnts, but no significmnt action
developed, On one occasion the artillery virtuwzlly outran the infentrys.
During tho Gvening of 15 August a Civilion Irrcgualr Defunse Group (CIDG)
platoon of 30 men was reported surrounded by an NVA force of 100 or wore in
the vicinity of XW3377. Dumsdiately, B/7/11 Arty was alerted for 8 possible
rove to gupport the bilesguered force. by midnight 15-16 August & scheume
of moneuwer ond fire support had been developed to relicve the surrounded
platoon. At first light 16 August, 4/3/13 irty followsd a rvad swseping team
frow PSB Buell II to ¥SB St Barbara (XT2768) and by 0900 was ready to #iro
o ten-winutc Landing Zone (L2) preparation for 2/27th Infentry. At the sam
tine C/7/LL irty propared for en air mobile move from FSB Rawlins III (XT2946)
to FSB Knox (XT2677) to provide direct support to the 2/27 Infantry as it
wont to the relicf of the CIDG platoon. at 0915 and again at 1135 the opor-
ctiq was delayed as G3 ond other divisional eloments reassesscd the situation
-nd coordinated air assobts with the needs for both the infantry combat gssault
(Gi) #no. the artillery sir mebile emplacerent. -The CIDG platoon wos extrected
at 1200 hrs., finally at 1310 the relivf opcration — now 2 follow-up operation--
bog-n with tho artillory preperation of the LZ in the vicinity of 27287,

At 1435 C/7/11 begsn the rir-mobile mowe it had prepared for at 0900. The
noxt day, 17 Avg, 4/3/13 returmcd to ¥SB Buell IT (XT2256) and C/7/11 retumecd
to FSB Rawlins II1I.

(6) The long expucted VC/NVA Third Offcnsive began in the early uoming
hours of 18 iug 68, with an pttack on P88 Suell II. At 0120 hrs tix position
was ottacked with mortars, rocksts, smell arms, And foot troops. at 0225 hrs,
Ty Ninh basc camp was receliving small arms firc and mortarsg, and at 0245,
the Nui Bo Dvh signnl f£acility came under ground attack, Pt

2
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A total of 83 NVA (uody Count) were killed dwring the attack at #Sb Buell II,
During the daylight hours continuous contact was made with encmy forces in
the Toy Ninh arca, 4s dorkness fell 21t betome” apparent the enemy vould

o renew his c¢fforts egainst Tey Ninh, 3uell II, Dou Tieng, and Tay Ninh sast,

B An estimated two NVA battalions occupied Tay Ninh .ast, C/2/13 arrived in
Cu Chi from Fhu Lol (23d Arty Group) to assum. a Genersl Support Riinioreing
i rédéssion. This 105mm howitzur battery was mowed to Tay Ninh by air on 19 Aug
D . '

(7) The following two diys the enemy continucd sporadic attacks by fire

; an Dau Tieng and Tey Ninh base camps and fird support bruses in the arca,

: Div Arty units provided continuous close fire support of the moncuwsr elewsnts
sceking him out. On 21 August, A/2/13 mowved from Tay Ninh to Rowlins III

: (XT 2648) to support 4/23 Mech Inf and 4/1/8 moved to Dau Tieng from Cu Chi

to supporv 1/5 Mech Inf,

(8) FSB Schofield III (LT 4144) was occupied on 22 August by 4/1/8 arty
from Donu Tieng and C/7/11 arty from Rawling III, Two days latsr, at approx=
imately O0L5 hours 24 August this new position reeciwved o heavy ground cttack,
The more than 2000 rounds of artillcry fired in defense accountid for a
mejor part of the 62 cnemy body count, Schofield III was vacated on 25
August «nd both batteries rcturned to the bases from which they cam., Also
cn 25 iugy 4/2/13 Arty rondmerched to Cu Chi from FSB Rewline IITI. During the
errly morning hours of 22 Avgust FS3's Buell II (4T 2256), 2-wlins IIT (aT 2948),
and Stuart III (LT 4919) <11 receiwved attacks by fire and light ground probes.
Light friendly cnsualtics and unknewn enedy casualties resulted.

(9) On 27 August the envuy lost another 34 men killed in a pre-dewn
attrick on PS8 Rewldns. III (occupiec by C/7/11 and two compenivs of 4/23
Mechnized Infantry), The following day three artillery moves were completed
in response €o a'shift of division mansuver slements: Ho and 4/1/8 arty
rcturned to Gu €ht £rom' Dau Tieng, #/3/13 arty wwed into Cu Chl from FSB
Bucll II, and C/3/13 arty moved from Or CHl to P& heade (i 6011), vhere 1t
remained for the yest of the cuarter, The 2319 arty (Alrboms) relisvéd
its A Bettery {at FS8-Davis, XT 4&22) Whith roturmsd to the 10Lst Alrbome
Division bose camp &b Phuoe Vinh (4T 9548, with 1%s C battery from Fhuoc
Vinh, In othor agtich on 27-28 August, artillbiy f4res were concentrated in
grid XT 5227 to help the 2/506 Infantry -(4bn) kill /0 NVA soldiers, On 29
August C/2/319 Arty mowd from FSB Davis to F&5 Pershing (vic XT 5025).

i (10) | August elosed relatiwly cuiotly as emomy action subsided, On the
31st G/1/8 Arty moved by helicopter Tiom FEB: Keeme -¥I (vie XT 6502) to a

rew pogition, Keene III (vic-XT 6001), fivwe Km to the west, where the battery
remained 1 support of the 2/14 Infantry bhroughdut the rust of the cuarter,

(11) The 1ull in activity continuod until 3 Septembor when the Toy Ninh-
. Dzu Tieng convuy was aubushed, Thurc werc some artillcry rolocutions during
the 1ull., On 1 September 4/2/13, from 23d Artillery Group assigned the mission
# of Genoral Support Reenforcing the 25th Inf Div Arty, rcturncd to its porent
bettalion at Phu Loi (XT 8415) and was replacod ab Cu Chi by its sister battery,
8/2/13, DlNuanwhilc, to the northwest, G/2/13 at Tay Ninh exchanged positions

- z . ...
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with B/7/11 at FS5 Bucll III (4T 2153), The teupo of ground action increased
on 3 Suptember, cnd the crtillery was ognin on the move to muint in its suprort
of the infentry: CBattery 2/77 arty rotumed to Cu Chi and Div srty control
from op.rationil control of the Capital bdlitary Assistonce Comunna 2t 188
Danford (%S 7799), Other Div arty <lements famed out from Cu_Ch:L to the
northwst (4/3/13 plus onc section of D/3/13 to ¥SB Patton) .nd to th. north
(4/1/8 to S8 Rogurs, XT 6827), 4 10lst airoorne battury, 3/4/319, moved from
Potton to P& Shefter (AT 6525) to acd its support to th:t of A/1/8 for
infantry operating in that vieinity, The next duy, 4 Scptewb.r, art:«l}_cry
Lowment continued us L/3/13 displaced from Cu Ghi to FS3 Lincoln IT (AT 3625)
and 4/1/8 mads & short rvlocation from FSs Rosers to Fs@ Dardby (4T f)L;32).
¢/2/77 ~xd a fire dircction conter from 1/8 moved from Cu Chi to FSB Hodgus
(&7 6232) tc support the 1/27 Infantrys

(12) from 5 through 8 Suptembur, clemsnts of the 3d 3rigede, 10Lst
Airbom. Division, cngaged th. eneimy in significrnt cont.octs in the vielnity
of AT 5419 (5-6 Scp) and the vicinity of 4T 5728 (7-8 Sep), Despite 11,500
roupds of ortillery fired in support, ths final results werc dissppointing:

. KIa WI4 2
US Losses: Ly 50
Bnemy Loss.s: 59 (Body Count) 8

19 (Possiblc)

Captured: 2 mo ‘tars, 24 dindividual weapons; ussorted rock:t
) propelled grunades, mines, ~nd hard grenades,

(13) 4fter three doys of relstively light cont .ct, encmy activity begun
to increase, Once cguin the threat was in the Tey Minh-Dou Tleng arsa :cmd\
on 11 September G/2/77 conducted an airmoble move from FSB Hodges (XT 6232
to Tay Mnh, The fire direction element fram 1/8 arty located with c/2/71
rcturned to Cu Chi, The encuy's activity rcached o elimx at 0200 hours on
13 Septenher when he liwnched @ massive atback egudnst IS Buell III (AT.2153) .
This well dug in position, mspned by C/2/13 arty and 3/22 Infentry, mco‘:wcd
1000 mortar and recket propelled grepade rounds and & heavy ground attack,
The obteckers loft bolind 76 dead, but wounded only 17 US defendors. On the
14th 3/3/13 arty displaced to Cu Chi :fter almost nine months ot :/‘S.% Harrison
(a1 7304)., The seme oy 87%/319 Arty disploced from FEB Shofter {(XT §52>;
1o FS8 Pope (4T 5430). On 16 Septewbor 23d arty Group replaced C/Z/l? at
Bucll III with 5/2/13. 0/2/13 vent o Cu Chi and on tho 18th was oxchenged
for 4/2/13 from P Loi. Qp 16 and 17 September the onemy lost 104 AIA in -
ground .ssaults on B/2/319 at FSs Pope, On 17 Septoubsr D/3 ’1? at FSB"Linoo;u\x
II (XT 3825) cnd B/3/13 at Cu Chi both were displaced o FS3 Kampton (XT 4323)
to weight the action cg8intt cnemy elemsnte vngaged in the Trung Lop arca.
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On this sun. d.te Coloncl Gerdon Sumner Jr, €0, 25th Ini Div .arty woas roossign-
ed os Caivf of St .uf 25th Inf Dive He was sucee.ded in coumrnd of the 25th

Inf Div wrty by Coloncl Lucius G. Hill, On 19 Septemo. r »/1/8, which hed ouen
at FSO Sage (4T 5734) since the 15th, relicwed 8/1/38 -t 7o Crockett II

(.7 7616). Brovo Bottery roturncd to Cu Chi. alphe Brttery remtined ot
Creckett II through the end of the cu-rter, On th. 20th 8/2/319 arty dis-
rl-cod from FCs Pope to 'S8 Prtton II (LT 5819),

(14) During the lst ten days of Scpturwer Z5th Division ele.ents hed
enly mincr conteoct with the vnemy, The wost significont artillery dewelop-
mnt s the retwn of 2/77 arty to Division artillery control after cleven
woeuks under Copited bdlitory sssist-nee Comnd ((MAC) control in the
vicinivy of Tan Son Nhut air Basc. The 2/319 arty (ibn) and its supported
wiit, 3d 30&/101st bn Div, retum.d to their prrent orgoniz-tion's control
~t Fhuce Vinh on 25 Septenber, alsc auring this period & number of shert
dur-tin ~r$ill.ry mev.s were made in the vicinity of the SR between Toy Ninh
~od #38 SU Barvara {XT 2768) to supgort the lst Srigide in <poning the RSR
and securing the St S-rbare FSB, which hed been the target of frecuent
~tt cks ov fire, On. [ these meves orought 3/1/27 from FS8 Stucrt IIT (AT~
4517) to F83 oreoe To (W4T 3958) on 25 Scptember, On 30 September C/</77
moved from Try Wink w8 MeN:ir (LT 4256) to provide direct sup;ort for the
222 Inl (H.ch), as vhe 3d Brigade began operations in th.t area, The lull
in vnomy action begun -n 20 Scptember continued until 3 Jctober, wien sporadic
centacts began to occur,

(15) brrly in th. mornin: nours of 3 Cctober, 'S8 Keenc III w:sg
att-cked with rort ¢e nd RR-ts, US cosu ltics were minor, while 15 vnemy
so. dvrs wr kill.d o occunbtuemievter fires,  The ntieck wes repented the
Lol lewdng o vidmy, n¢ Lwening, with no cigpificont e'su ltics, Mn 3 Octooér
B/3/27 end. ¢ . wee g done stoy ot cra.s ST (4T 3958) nd mowd to Rewlins III
(af 2948), Ta. mect d'y &/2/77 t Toy winh »nd /711 .t D u Tieng o se
carps enchonged positions in order to r.jein their p.orent units. Further
redistribusion of ~rtill.ry -ss.ts took pl e on 6 Octoour -s B ond D/5/13
d.r rica T3 Houapt n (.7 4223): Br-vo Botters moving tc S8 wood (4T h434),
“no DJlb L Bottory o turning to Gu Chi. The redepicyment of ~rtillery to the
drorm 3 pobtorn of dirtcet suprort i.c, 7/11 arty DS tc 1st srigece ot Ty
Nirs 2o /77 arty US to 3d Brigcde ot Deu Tiung wos conmpleted on 7 Octeb.r
Uit A 23 weved T Top Ninh to repltes 3/2/13 ob fSu sucll IIT (aT 2.5.)
‘1. ofar 7T soved in to F33 Mel ir (U1 45¢6) from Cu Chi, onroute to T~
4 B/%/15 went to F5 Hull (X7 2638), ~nd cnroute te kil ir 5/2/77 weat to
FOooawustin {7 3730) o support ©/<2 In“~ntrv op.r..ticns in the viciniby of
al 930, auring, whici  nins-ton rice ciche wos loe-ted, Tre followia, dny
2/ /25 rotarncd to v Ohi froaa Ty Ninh one its sister o-ttery, wJpht,
mcy d Uy h licopter “rom Cu Chi to #Sb ware (4T 5926) in suprort of 2d
"ri 4 oy r.tdons, . signific nt conv ¢t dew loped on 1 Tcteber when
Ut /i Ime rocvivea aniper fire in grid 4T 5222, During vhe doy 3,107

A
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rounds of artillery were fired into the target areas despite frequent and
prolonged check-fires for gunships and airstrikes, During the night 3.000
more rounds were fired. When maneuver elemen s swept the area on 11
October, 26 enemy bodies were located; 13 of these were officially credited
to artillery, Meanwhile, on 10 October, Division Artiller:. receivedfrem

23d Arty Group an additional General Support Reinforcing medium battery. C/1/27.
which moved into Cu Chi. On 11 October, D/3/13 (8" Howitzer) moved from

Cu Chi to FSB Stuart TII (XT 4919) which it continued to occupy at the close
of the quarter, The following night B/1/27 Arty at FSB Rawlins 171 rcacted
to intelligence indicating an attack on Tay Ninh base camp by making a

night march into the camp to provide additional fire power, On the 13ch
C/1/27 moved from Cu Chi to replace its sister batterv at Rawlins 111,

where it remained as the quarter ended.

(16) On 14 October C/2/77 was displaced from FSB McNair (XT4526) to
Tay Ninh West (base camp), where it was attached to the 7/11 to support
1st Brigade operations., Second Brigade operations were supported by A/2/13,
which moved from FSB Ware (XT 5926) to Cu Chi on 15 October, and then to FSB
Jackson TII (XT 4316) on the following day. Also on 16 October B/7/11
moved from Tay Ninh to FSB Hines (XT 0151), where it remained until 21
October, when it returned to base camp. Deep mud at FSB Jackson 111,
caused by recent heavy rains, prevented A/2/13 from returning to Cu Chi on
22 October, as planned, The battery was bogged down until the following day,
when a CH 54 (Flying Crane) helicopter lifted five trucks out of the mud.
The battery closed into Cu Chi late on the afternoon of 23 October. The
same day C/7/11, which had gene to FSB St Barbara (XT2768) on the 17th, returned
to its parent battalion at Dau Tieng. The following day C/2/77 moved to
FSB Mahone (XT 5337) to support the 1/27 infantry, as the Wolfhounds and
other 3d Brigade elements spent the last week of October rooting out enemy
troops and Viet Cong Infrastructure personnel in the Than An area (XT 5338),

(17) The 23d Arty Group's 2/13 Arty Battalion again rotated two of its
light batteries on 26 October. A/2/13 went to Phu Loi from Cu Chi and was
replaced by C/2/13, which road marched to Tay Ninh., Also on the 26th C/7/11
roved from Rawlins II1 to FSB Bragg 11 (XT 3958), from which it supported
1st Brigade operations through the end of the month. An outstanding example
of the close fire support given to the smallest infantry element occurred on
the night of 25-26 October., Two ambush patrols from the 2/27 Infantry
became engaged with enemy forces in the vicinity of XT 7615, 1/8 Arty fired
in support, and the infantry battalion commander credited the artillery
support with saving these patrols from being overrun. As First Brigade
operations pushed into the southern edge of War Zone C on 27 October, B/7/11
moved to FSB Grant I1 (XT 3862) from Tay Ninh and remained there as the
month ended,
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(18) On the 28th the artillery licison officer (INO) with 4/6 Inl-ntry
v~s killcd ~s he ond the battalion comwndser searched the bodics of sewrvil
enemy killed by an aireraft from the 3/17 Air Cav-lry. The icllowirg d vy
the LNO with 1/5 ¥ech Inf-ntry was wounded whon the comeand trock was hit
by » rocket propelled gronnde botween Don Ticng wd Toy Ninh,

(1$) On 31 October B/2/13 wowed freu FS Forten II (XT 5019) to &
sreon (T 5830) te support two compraivs f ¢ 4/9 Infantry. This brought
¢ -, close . cu~rter in which Div arty clements hed ande 255 aoves mnd firved
83,302 ~rtilicry rounds,

Dk N

c. Porsonnel ond Logistics.

(1) Th S-1 anint~ined coordination of ths personncl n.eds of Riv arty
with G-1 throughout the quarter. The onv mojor p.rscnnel problew wes a
shorteg. of ortillery ceptainss This shortrge hos been pointed out to G-1
-n¢ is Heding rttacked ~ppropri~tely. Div Arty units lost 1 men kiiled da

acticn nd h @ 1o ;en wounded in -.ction during the post cucrter. tillery~

ren rcceived 168 Volor Awards, 34y Scrviee fwerds, 130 Furple Henrts cond
75 Air dMednls during asugust, Septerber -nd Octcber,

(2) During th. past v rter Div Arty S-4 opirations consistocd of
ceorcincting resupply activivacs in support of the firin, units. The
ognitude of the task renehed  punk 7~3 September whin cleswnts of the 3d
3rigade 10lst airtosme Division h~¢ hoavy cont-ct in the vicinity of XT 5728,
Div arty fired 8400 riunds to support them during this one 24 heur piriod.
A1 availaple mersns of tronsportation were uscd for the resupply, including
26 Combot wssential sorties of CH 47. Amunition was resupplicd throughout
the night ond re-stocking was completed by 1800 tae following day. Tie i-ck
of suitficient vehiclcs ~nd personnel in the corbined he~dou~rters -na
service battery orzwnic to Division Artillery battalicns made the resvivly
task especially di’ficult. A separate service battery such as thot org=nic
to e non-divisional artillery battelion “ould provide tic ncctssary
vehicles ond personnel. (Reference Operationnl Report Lessons Lenmed
drted 18 May 1968 itum 2.f.(1) Service Sattery Requirement, page 10 and
ORLL dated 15 Aug 68 item 2.6.(1) Class V Transportation, prgc 7.)

de The Civil rffairs progrom reclized som: succuss during the guorter,
There wos increased popular cooperation with Govermwent of Vistnem (GVN)
agencics, md more wluntary intelligence reports wire mode to GVN, US ~nd
Frec World Milit~ry Assistcnce Forces (FANAF). School buildings in Trcng
Bong were rep-ired by the self-help efforts of the lecal nopulation using
mterinls provided b the Div Arty Civil Affcirs section. A ©~Cly needed
l~trine facility wos completed at the Loc Du Primury Scnool (4T 4920), Tk=
school hrs several hundred students ond this switation facility will help
improv. the hygicne of the students. In Treng Bang proper o such neGed
sunker for the mitemity dispunsary was comploted. Psychological cper-tions
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included distribution of leaflets and loudspeaker broadcasts of tape record-

ings on the subjects weapons rewards, safe conduct, diary of a Hoi Chan. and
reporting of informacion on mines.

2. Section 2, Lesson Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Recommendat ions,

a, Personuel, None
b. Operations,

(1) Integrated Fire Support

(a) Observation, The value of the available fire support in Vietnam
is frequently reduced by restricting one source of fire support in order to
utilize another, Specifically, artillery fires are frequently halted to permit
air strikes and gunship strikes,

(b) Evaluation. For an infantry or mechanized unit in contact,
artillery is the most responsive means of fire support. There is a tendency
on the part of ground commanders, however, to call in tactical air strikes
or gunships prior to firing artillery, This sequence denies the ground
commander his immediate fire support. The proper procedure is to bring
to bear the most responsive means first, and then to augment it with other
available fire support. At no time should one means be allowed to eclipse
another., All artillery officers, from the Assistant Fire Support Coordinator
in the Division Fire Support Element to the Forward Observer with the
infantry company, have been trained to coordinate the various forms of fire
support. Coordinatior in the target area can be effected if the ground
commander properly uses his fire support coordinator,

(¢) Recommendation., That infantry officer training at all levels
reemphasize the proper use of the fire support coordinator at each level of

command,

(2) Close-in Defensive Fires

(a) Observation. Our tactic of locating fire support bases (FSB) in
areas inviting attack and the enemy's tactic of launching attacks from
close-in assembly areas occupied under cover of darkness increase the need
for close-in defensive fires,

(b) Evaluation. A previously little used 105mm howitzer technique of
firing a short-time-fuzed projectile at a low quadrant with charge one has
proved very effective. Data is computed from the TFT for a 5-20 meter
height of burst at ranges of 200 - 1000 meters from the weapon. This tech-
nique was pioneered for the 25th Div Arty by the lst Battalion, 8th

8
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Artillery, while commanded by LTC Robert A. Dean (in the battle of FSB Burt,
vic XT 4980, on 1-2 January 1968), The theory and practiceof the technique
were further developed between January and May. On 12 May it was again
successfully employed at the battle of FSB Pike VI (vic XS 7395). Since

then this method has been used extensively, with grecat success indicated by
secondary explosions and high enemy body counts after all subsequent

ground attacks on fire support bases, The technique is known locally as
"Killer Junior'", a name derived from the radio call sign, Killer, by which 1/8
Arty was formerly known, Killer Junior provides effective interdiction while the
enemy is attempting to mass for an etteck, and during the attack will
annihilate his assault formations,

(¢) Recommendations. (Vietnam Operations):

1 All light batteries should be trained in the use of "Killer Junior",
and firing data should be stenciled on the shields of the weapons.

2 Prior to darkness lay 1 howitzer in each of the 4 cardinal directions
with an area of responsibility 0800 mil. to the left and right of the
principal direction of fire.

3 Have the FDC plot approximately 8 to 10 targets between 200 and LO0O
meters in range in each howitzer's aree of responsibility.

4 Have the FDC provide each howitzer with a card with azimuth, deflection,
time and quadrant to each target (i.e. DA Form 6-13).

5 For use of "killer junior" in interdiction provide each howitzer with a
timetable for firing on their respective targets. Vary the timetable nightly
so as not to indicate a set pattern,

6 Utilize 1 platoon to fire routine missions that might arise during
the night, with the remainder of the battery able to react if necessary.

(3) Use of Beehive at Fire Support Bases.

(a) Observation: 1In some cases the artillery units at a fire support
base have been hesitaat to fire beehive rounds because of improperly built
forward Infantry positions.,

(b) Evailbdation: The beshive round fired with muzzle action has a
devastating effect on personnel to the front, unless they are properly pro-
tected by bunkers or foxholes., 1In cases where the Infantry is not properly
dug in or manning their pesitions, a natural hesitancy about firing beehive
results,
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(¢) Recommendation: A closer coordination between ground commanders
and the artillery battery commanders at fire support bases would alleviate
this problen,

c. Training,

Office "s' Orientation

(a) Observation, Officer personnel arrive in country with very little,
if any, kaowledge of rules of engagement and rire clearing procedures.

(b) Evaluetion. Rules of engagement and clearance of fires are major
factors influencing the employment of artillery in Vietnam,

(¢) Recommendation. Appropriate courses at the Artillery School should
include thorough instruction in rules of .engagement and procedures for clear-
ing fires,

d. 1Intelligence. None.

e, Logistics, None,

f. Organization. None,

g. Other

Artillery Trajectory Identificaticn

(a) Observation, Aircraft required to operate in the vicinity of
artillery fires and air observers adjusting artillery fires frequently have
difficulty identifying the artillery trajectories,

(b} Evaluation. The airmobility used in Vietnam frequently requires
aircraft to operate in close proximity to artillery trajectories. Air
Observers are frequently required to adjust fires £rom more than one direction
and under conditions that make gun-target line identification very difficult.
A means of making the gun-target line visible would increase aircraft safety,
increase the accuracy and safety of close artillery support to the infantry, and
redwe the traffic en radio nets.

(c) Recommendation., That a smoke trailing/tracer round be developed for
field testing.

3. Headquarters, Department of the Arm, Survey Information - Escape, Evasion,
and Survival.,

10
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&, No 25th Div drty troops haw besn sip r-ted or cut off from thuir units,

b, This unit hns no @scapc, cvasion, or survival inforw.tion or l.ssons

leamed to report.
v /‘ . - s} )
o’ ’ “ P
- /éw/ A
/, £l : - / .

LUCIUS G. HILL JR y
Coloncl, .rtili.ry /
Commniing

LIST. ILUTION:
1 .. CO, X0,
Stnif suction,
8n
6 Div Hist
3 US.RV, oVHLC(DST
2 US..RP.C, GFOF-DT
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AVOCMH (15 Nov A8) 1st Ind
33J3CT:  Operational Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for Peri~i Srding
31 Cct 48, RCS CSFOR-A5
DA, HTUATTRY, 257% INFAMTRY DIVT IOV, ATO 94225, 21 Yoverher 107¢
TC: 63, IITRORCTV, AITN: G-3 (D & T), APC San Francisco QA24A

Forwarded with concurrence,

TR TS OMMANDTR:

N uecan Ma,'/%f’
", F. FAUGHT

e IIC, AGC
Adjutant General
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AVFBC-RE-H (16 Nov 68) 2nd Ind

3 SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending
31 Oct 68, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

DA, HQ-II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 1 3 DEC 1968

THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN. AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

" TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
1 Army, Wa,shington, D.C, 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

3 2+ This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-
; lessons learned of the 25th Infantry Division Artillery,’ for the period

ending 31 October 1968,

0. B, FORY
1LT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (26 Nov 68) 3d Ind .
SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending
31 Oct 68. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNTTED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 9637521 DEC 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Paciflic, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for
the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 25th
Infantry Division Artillery and concurs with the report.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W. C. ARNIZ
CPT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn: -
HQ I FFORCEV
HQ 25th Inf Div-Arty
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GPOP-DT (16 Nov 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 25th Inf Div Arty for Period Ending

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 27 DEC 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

QUG-

C. L Shomty
CPT, AGG ,
Ast AG
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1 b Qganle Upits

1/8 artillsry (105 How, Towed)

7/11 artdllery (105 How, Towed)

2/77 irtillery (105 How, Towed)

3/13 [rtill.ry (155/8", SP)

attrched Units

3: B/5/2 irvtillery (W battery and attached sesrchlizht platoon)
General Support Reinforeing

4 2/13 irtillery (105 How, Towsd) (=)

1/27 irtillery (155 How, SP) (=)
s 2/32 irtillery (175/8%, SP) (=)

Incl 1




BB R GIRIIig,

EﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂWWMWHW%ﬁﬂm&wwm%ﬂHHMHM%gﬂmmRWﬂﬂﬂ"WRWmRWWMHHHMMMM&@WMM"WWWNMMWWﬂWWﬂMMmMHmmﬂﬂﬂWMﬁWﬂMMWHﬂ”MﬁWﬁMWWMWWBMHMWWMWﬂmMmW"

WHTTRTE I TR IR R rA )

UnGLASSLFLED

Security Classification

DOCUMENT CONTRGL DATA- R & D

(Securily clsaalfication of titls, body of shsteact snd indaning enmotation muat be ontered when the overall roport Ia closailied)

ORISINAT NG AT YIVITY (Carporals Wlho.'j 2. REPORTYT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
Confidential
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 2 °"°“"4
3. REFORY VITLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hqs, 25th Infantry Division Artillery,
Period Ending 31 Oct 68 (U)

5

CEICMPYIVE NOTRR (Trpe of po2l and inelusive dates)

Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations,

1 Aug to 31 Oct 68
AUTHORI (P iral name, middie icitial, (aaf neme)

CO, 25th Infantry Division Artillery

ca,

& REPFORY DATS

16 Nov 1968 T8, YOTALfg. OF PAGES 7b. NO. OF REFS

CONTTATY OR GRART NO, o4, ORIGIHATOR'S REPORT NUMRERIS)

.

b PROJECY HO. 684102

N/A
€ 0. OTHER REPORT NO(S) (Any other numbers that may bo assigned
this report)

A

10, DISTRIBUYTION STATEMENT

11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

13, ABSTRLCTY N

2 ) FGRM 4
[#] 3\4-:7

)

t ROV 8

3 UNCLASSIFIED




LR e N Lk B i L Lt e b B L g Ll saton s [t o el o bl etz e

The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned
Index:

ITEM 1

* SUBJECT TITLE

%% FOR OT RD #

%% PAGE #

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE

ITEM 3

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR O RD #
PAGE # :
ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

ITEM 5

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

* Subject Title: A short {one sentence or phrase) description of the item
of interest.

#% FOR OT RD # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Lietter of Trans-
mittal. This number must be accurately stated.

*%**Page # ¢ That page on which the item of interest is located.




OERPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OF FICIAL BYUSINFSS
Office of the Assistanc Ghrie: ¢
Force Pevelopment

ATIN: Operational Reporfs braor

Headquarters, Department of the
Washington, D.C. 20314

DA Label 15, ' APR 8 PREVICUS EO1Ciows DF °




