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< DEPARTMBIT OF THE ARMY 
■) HEADQUARTERS I FIELD FORLE VIETNAM ARTILL3RY 

APO    96350 

AVFA-AT-D 14 August 1968 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters and Headouarters Battery, IFFORCEV 
Artillery for period ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.    (C-NOFORN)    Section 1.    Operational    Significant Activities. 

a. (C)   General 

(1) During the period 1 May 1968 through 31 July 1968, IFFORCEV Arty con- 
tinued to support US, FWMAF, RVNAF, RF/PF and CIDG forces in II CTZ. 

(2) IFFORCEV Arty units, totaling two artillery groups, eleven battalions, 
three separate batteries, and ten detachments su*)oorted all major operations 
in the II CTZ to include Operations BINH TAY-MACARTHUR, DAN SINH-CCCHISE, DAM 
HOA-BOLLING, DAN THANG-MCLAIN and WALKER.    SF and CIDG forces operating in- 
Blue, Red, and Black AO's and operations conducted by 22d and 23d ARVN Div, 
24th STZ and the provincial defense forces were sup»x>rted.    ROK forces in 
the 9th and CRID AO's were supported during Operations MANG HO XII and 
BAEK MA VI.    Organizational structure of the command appears at Inclosure 1. 

b. (U)    Personnel 

(1)    Personnel strength of Hq and Hq Btry, IFF0RC2V Arty on 31 Jul 68 was: 

OFF WO EM 

Auth 34 2 159 
Assg 34 2 150 
Present for Duty 34 2 148 

(2) The lack of tube artillery qualified lieutenant colonels to fill vital 
artillery positions in IFFORCEV Arty, reported in this organization's ORLL fer 
the period ending 30 Apr 68, appears to have been checked.    Assignment of six 
lieutenant colonels, programmed as replacements during the next quarter, will 
enable a satisfactory transition for the incumbents. 

(3) The overall efficer assignment strength of the attached battaliens 
continues to be below the authorized strength*   Reorganization of the light 

coo ^~ a DOWHOUDCD AT 3 VUI WTIMIS; 
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AVFA-AT-D 14 August 1968 
SUBJECT: Operational Report or J.G;/. juartcrs and Lcadcimrtcrs Battery, IFJÜRCEV 

ilrtillary for period Jtariiag 31 July 196Ü, RCS CSi<T)R~65 (Rl) 

artillery battalions under the G-Series, i;T0E on 1 Apr 6f! and of the uedium and 
heavy artillery battalions under the G~Series UTCü on 15 Jun 6ß and 1 Jul 63, 
respectively, increased tiie authorized battery officer strength. Currently, 
IFÜÜRCHV Arty units are short 26 battery grade officers. The problen is 
compounded by the lack of tube artillery experience of the replacement officers 
in thic category. Of the 90 captains assigned since 1 Sep 67, 70 jjercent lacked 
tube artillery experience. Lieutenants' percentages approximate those of the 
captains. Consequently, in-country training is required before these officers 
can be considered capable of assuming their duty assign? icnt3. 

(4.) Lnli3ted personnel status during thi3 period, indicates no h■■iprovenent 
in the three critical areas listed below. The shortages outlined increased tig 
difficulty of achieving a satisfactory .state of operations, maintenance, cora- 
aunicationc and morale. 

US&SJS& iUW /&£ a:; 
E6 Section Chief - 1334.0 199 130 69 

Radar Crewman       -• 17B20 120 72 A3 

RTT Operator         - 05C 107 73 34 

(5) On 1 May 60, the CG, IFtfORCEV Arty received authority to award tho 
Bronze 3tar Medal and below. The tine to process and present these awards has 
been substantially decreased during this period. The following awards and de- 
corations were processed for IFFQRC3V Arty unite, ?hc number of awards increased 
over the lact reporting period. 

Distinguished Service Cross 

Silver Star 

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Logion of iorit 

Bronze Star (V) 

Bronze Stur 

Soldier's ledal 

Air iicdal 

Arsjy Coixaondation Hedal (V) 

.«ray Cosine r/'ation Medal 

C OAl Flo £AJ TI412   Ajo fc t< fj 

ilriX JUNE w 
0 1 0 

1 
A. 4 1 

0 1 3 

3 3 0 

19 6 2 

61 70 26 

3 0 0 

20 23 5 

7 0 0 

39 20 16 
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5 CONFIDENTIAL HopoUti   14 AugU8t 1968 

SUBJECT! Operational Roport of Heat-quarters and Kuacouartors Battery, IFTOBSEV 
AVFJUAT-D 

C 
Artillery for Period Ending 31 Jluy 1968, BCS CSroR-65 W 

Purplo Heart 16     6      2 

IFTOBCEV Certificate of Achievement Jt iSL 22 

TOTALS 174    199     82 

(6) lloralo and discipline continued to bo excellent throughout the 
period. 

(7) The following accidents were recorded during this period for IüVORCEV 
Arty units» 

- m jiytE out 
Vehicular 5 1 3 

latal A 4 1 

Non Jatal 3 2 1 

Other "      12 A 0 

c,    (C**K0roRN)    Operations. 

(1) The 6th Bn, 84th Arty has been designated as a quick reaction mobile 
force to provide artillery support to major operations throughout II CTZ. As 
of the end of the reporting period, the battalion participated in operations 
conducted in every AO of the 11 CTZ to include LUCAS GREEN in MACARTHUR AO, 
VELVET HAMMER in COCHISE AO, MAENG HO XI and XII in CAP ROK AO, BAEK MA VI in 
9th ROK AO, and TASK FORCE SOUTH in DAN THANG-MCLAIN AO. 

(2) The 5th Bn, 27th Arty (105T) continued support of manousor elements 
in the four southern provinces of tho II CTZ. The firing batteries are lu v 
tod in laa Dong, Binh Thuan and Tuyon Due Provinces. To accomplish tho as- 
signed general support mission, the battalion has forward  T..C CP'a at Dalat 
and Bao LDC with battalion roar located at Phan Bang. In addition, liaison 
toans are disposed in lam Dong, Binh Thuan, and Tuyon Due Provinces. Two 
ESCE'o ate locatod at Phan Thict and Phan Bang, respectively. 

(3) On 29 liay 66, three countonoortar radar (A!y»1-iPQ-4A} detachmonts 
arrived in country followed by a fourth detachment on 28 Jun 68. All detach- 
ments arrived at tho port of Qui Nhon and convoyed to IfflB, 8th Bn, 26th Arty 
(T«B), Cawp Townos, west of Qui Wkon, for in country orientation, processing 
and check ou: of»equipment with tho exception of tho fourth detachment. Or- 
ientation, roccssing, and civ.ckout of equipment of this detachment was accom- 
plished at Coup Badcliff, An ühc. due to tho relocation of HUB, 8th Bn, 26th 
Arty (TuB), on   20 Jun 68. The first tlirco dotachments arc presently lo- 
catod in BINH XJMLCARTHUR JO and tho fourth in t ho vicinity of 1 -JIG GLJiG 
tJBULVLSL »0. 

CONFIDENTIAL     JfOPORH 
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SUBJECT! Operational Report of Hoadquartcrs and IIcadquartcr8 Battory, IFEOKEV 
Artillery for Poriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CEL-'_1W65 (ML* 

(4) Evaluation of selected munitions by IFTORCEV Arty waa completed on 30 
4 TT 'Jfing ^^ ccinPilod on a11 artillery missions fired with thoso munitions 
in II CTZ during the period 1 Fob through 15 Jun 60. Thcro wero a total of 120 
missions firod oxpending 1818 rounds of all calibers resulting in 436 confirmed 
Kin., 49 ICIA ostimatod by intelligence, and 30 confirmed WL-» This indicates 
an oxpondituro of only 3.5 rounds per caoualy although surveillanco of only 21 
missions or 17.5 percent of the total was observed. The fatalities quotod 
for tho above missions also include those that lay havo occurred as a 'rosult of 
small arms or conventional hE artillery projectiles. 

(5) artillery Support for RP/PF 

(a) A formal program was established in Juno to insure that all RP/PF 
elements arc capable of using the artillery support available to them. Each 
IB artillery unit in II CTZ was assignod an arou of responsibility based 
upon political bound^rioe in which they aro to oxocutc the program through 
tho     district and province advisors. 

(b) Under the concept of the program, each US unit is making a survey 
of tho RF/PF elements in its aroa of responsibility to dcteroino the nuubcr 
of elements, locations, fire support requirements and communications 
available ius the surveys arc completed, contact te.\us arc being ditnatched 
with the purpose of visiting all RF/PF elements. Their mission is to'assist 
in fire jlanning, fire in defensivo concentrations, insure that responsive 
firo roqusct channels exist, and provide training in forward observer procedures. 

(c) The goals of the Togram arc to provide 10CU coverage of RF/PF 
elements and to react to a request for firo by any allied artillery unit with- 
in three rdnutcs. A number of RF/PF personnel have already been trained in 
forward observer procedures at the IFFORCEV Artillery FO School. Training has 
also been conducted in other aroas .\n conjunction with ARVN artillery units, 

(d) The program has been in offect for quite some time injoas of II CTZ 
whero tho prcpondorr-ncc of US Artillery is located. An cxanplo of the effoqt- 
ivoncss of the program is shown by the defonse of an RF oupost at Kon Soft Luh 
in tho Central Highlands. A roport of this action and tho koy role ^ aftil* 
lery playod in preparing for and supporting tho dofense of t ho oupo3t i3 
at Inclomirc 2, 

(6) The USuRV Calibration term calibrated US artillery in clic Ath Inf 
Div and 173d Abn Bdc (Sop) A0«s during tho period 10-17 Jurtö 6C. The number 
of tubes calibrated in each major unit wast 

4th Inf Div Arty 

I FIORCEV Arty 

105am 155ua 8£ 17,5 

10 18 4 0 

49 22 16 12 

0 o/v FT oBnrrAL aOFCKN 
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AVflUAT-D 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, IFPOBCEV 

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 196C, BCS CSFOR-65 (Bl) 

3d Bn, 319th Arty 20     0     0   0 

(7) fire Support Coordination Element (*SCE). 

(a) During this period, increased smphasis was" placed on naval gunfire 
support. Coordination meetings were conducted by the Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Officer (NGLO) with representatives of the USS Craig and the IBS Carronade. 
The meetings enabled a better understanding of the principles of naval gun- 
fire. An average of three ships were on station each day in the contiguous 
waters of the II CTZ. Naval gunfire was used extensively in AO's* DAN SHINH- 
COCHISE and DAN THANG-MCLAIN. 

(b) Target prp'jepsing increased greatly during the .month of Hay when over 
3,000 targets were, developed and passed to firing units» During the period 
1 May to 31 July, an average of over 2,400 targets were processed each month. 
An incroased specialization in target processing was developed in conjunction 
with certain targeting information furnished by G2. As a result of this 
information, two types of targets, isanediate reaction and iiingfire, wore 
developed. Lnmediate reaction targets are those developed from visually 
reliable intelligence sources (agent reports, VR sightings) and passed to 
the firing unit for instant firing. Hangfiro targets are those acquired from 
very rocent, sophisticated intelligence sources and passed to the fl-ing units 
for immediate firing. Aroas of increased enemy activity are giver. 3p eial 
emphasis in immediate reaction and Hangfiro targeting. Procedures have been 
established through liaison and advisory channels to obtain rapid firing 
response by RQK and ARVM firing units and to obtain clearance to fi*c outside 
US A0fs on those targets. During the period, 367 Äragflrc and 7305 Lnnediato 
reaction targets were developed an passed to the firing units by the 25CE. 

(c) In coordination with the Nha Trang Installation Defense Copland (IDC), 
the PSCE developed and passed targets to supporting artillery coT,nands witl. 
a specific schedule of firoc allowing the IDC to conduct its operations with 
more effioioncy. The ; GL0 in tho JSCE also coordinated closely with IDC for 
scheduled naval gur.lire in support of IDC operations. 

(d) Targeting coordination meetings wore conducted during the period with 
the 4th Inf Div, 173d Abn Bde (Sop) ond the 41st Arty Gp. A representative 
free the i-SCS has been at TP South 3inco 26 June serving as fire support ID. 
This results in increased targeting efficiency and provided a Fire Support 
Coordination Center (*ECC) for TP SOUTH. 

(c) Several .J{C Light coordination visits were conducted during the 
period. The -«ost notable \/ere with the Capitol ROii Div and the Cor.bined 
Intclligtnco Center Vietnam (CICV). As a rosult of the visits, moro complete 
ground follow-upc were conducted and request- x'or JBC Light targets from 
AJiVN and IXti comnando increased. L total of 263 targoto were processed, of 
which, 136 wore fired. 

5 
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SIBJBCTi   Operational Report of Headquarte: s and Headquarters Battery, IFFORGEV 

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65 (Hi) 

(f)    On 15 July, nonburs of the IL'JCV Conbat Operation Center (COC 8) and 
iüXV J2 presented an ABC light briefing at I FPORfiEV;.     Porsonncl fron 3ub- 
ordin.te cccuands and Hq, I FFORCEV \tio are involved inlhc daily processing 
of ARC light nissions attendod»   The purpose of the ucoting was to discuss 
the now ARC light regulation, 1LXV Directive 95-1 A, Subject» ARC. light 
Operations, dated 3 Jul 68, 

(8) Personnel of Hq and Hq Btry, IIWRCEV Arty woro engaged in 92 days 
of rdsaion oriontod operations during this period. 

(9) The number of artillery pieces available and t;>« aiuiunition ox •enditure 
in II CT2 for this period are at Inclosure 3. 

d.   (C)   Training, 

(1) Forward Observer and lire Direction Officer Training. 

(»)    Tho backlog of artillery lieutenants who had not attended the Forward 
Observer and Fire Diroction Officer Training Courses, conducted respectively 
by tho A1st Arty Gp at An Khc and the 52d Arty Op at Plcilcu, has bcoh reduced 
to a point whoro quotas to attend tho schools wcro extended to personnel 
other than artillery lioutcnants.   Recent graduates of the schools include 
ARVN, CIDG, and RF/PF personnel.   In addition, newly assigned captains and 
najors with no field artillery experience are being sent to both schools. 

(b) A total of 10A students liavc graduated fra: tlio Fire Direction Of- 
ficer Training Course during the reporting period for an overall total of 
212 graduates sinco the schools began in Jan 68.   The Forward Observer Train- 
ing Courso trained 15A studonts during the period and have trainod 311 stu- 
donts overall. 

(c) Sinco Jan 68, tho Forward Observer Training Courso has trained 38 
ARVN, 117 RF/PFand 32 CIDG/SF personnel. 

(2) In addition to the training rendered to Vietnamese forces by tho 
PO and H)0 Schools an:', pursuant to the objoctivos of the Artillury Support 
to RF/PF, the 6th Bn 32d Arty (175 SP) conducted a   FO School for RF/PF per- 
sonncl during the period 2A-29 Jun 68.   The after Action Report p.rtaining 
to this school is at Inclosure A. 

c.    (C)   Intelligence. 

(1)   Artillery Intelligence Scidnar 

(a)   An artillery Intclligcneo Serinar sponsored by IFFORGEV Arty was 
conducted at Hq, 52d Arty Gp on 11 Jul 68.   Attendees included intelligence 
representatives fror: US, ATVN and RGK Arty units in II CTZ.   Tho purpose of 
the tcivinar was to provido an opportunity for discussion of intelligence 

CONirr-FNTLAL NcruN 
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SUBJECT» Operational Report of Hoadquartors and Hoadquartcrs Battery, IETORCBV 

Artillery for Bariod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSKJR-65 (Ktj 

oporations at various staff levels and to facilitate oxchango of intolligoneo 
information botweon the US, LRVN and RCK representatives. Briefings wcro 
prosontod by five intelligence representatives. The following is a rcsunc of 
subject patter prescntedt 

X   CORDS, I FFORCEV» A roprcsontativo fron CORDS, IJHGRCEV proscntod a 
discussion of tho PHOENIX prograc and tho recently organized District Intel- 
ligence Operations Coordination Center (DIOCC). Tho nission of tho PHOENIX 
prograu is identification and neutralisation of the VC infrastructure. Tho 
DIOCC consolidates all available intelligence agoncios at district lovol, 
and is advised by a PHOENIX representative. 

2 II CORPS» Tho US advisor to the II Corps G2 Targeting Soction prosonted 
a briefing on tho nission and operations of II Corps Targeting Contcr. Dis- 
cussion centered upon procedures involvod in dovolopncnt if strategic targets 
in n CIZ. 

2 I FrORGEV Arty» A briefing was prcsontcd by a representative of S2, 
I FTORCEV irty concerning count^rbatt<-ry intolligoneo operations, utilizing 
a scries of i^aps, charts and bar graphs, it was demonstrated how a continuing 
analysis of encuy artillery capabilititi. uay be user! as a nanagoncnt tool to 
inprovo countcrbattcry operations in II CTZ. 

A 9th Inf Div -rty, ROK» S2, 9th Inf Dir Arty prcsontcd a conprohonsivc 
description of defensivo positions in the 9th Inf Div Arty and illustrated 
oach typo of fortification with color slides. AY.itionally, a brief discus- 
sion of planning and execution of countcrriortar programs was prcsontcd. 

£ 173d Ahn Bdo (Scp)» A representative fron 4.1st Ärty Gp chargod with' tho 
responsibility for targeting in the 173d Abn Bdo's AO, explained collection, 
evaluation and dissonination of intelligence in that AO, and discussod utili- 
sation of visual reconnaissance aircraft assets to support nost effectively 
tho target acquisition offort. 

(b) At tho conclusion of the five briefings, highlights of the day's dis- 
cussion vcro reviovod and roccu end -.tions for inprovaicnt of intelligence 
operations w-ro pre.cntcd. The seninar was found to be an excellent oppor- 
tunity for oxchangc of infornation totveen IB, ARVN >jid ROK arty intelligence 
officers. Significant advancos in integrated intolligoneo operations and 
subsoqent increased effectiveness of artillory firo support can bo realised 
fron conferences of this typo» 

(2) During this ORLL period, tho i;etro Quality Control Toon continued 
analysis of data provided to firing units by tho nine electronic rictro 
soctions in II CTZ. A roduction of errors to 1.52 of all :ietro data presided 
to artillery unit was noted. This record low percentage of orror lias contri- 
buted significantly to accuracy of artillery firos and reduced greatly tho " 

CnNFj. DENT [AL 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, IFFORCEV 

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

probability of firing incidents by artillery units in II CTZ. 
i      i 

(3) Counterbattery Intelligence Operations. 

(a) In May 68, the counterbattery intelligence section of IFFORCEV 
Arty published its first monthly analysis of the enemy artillery threat in II 
Corps Tactical Zone. The report was compiled from data that had been col- 
lected for several months, and was disseminated to artillery units, major 
maneuver headquarters in II CTZ, and to other selected headquarters in Viet- 
nam. 

(b) The purpose of the report was to identify the enemy artillery threat 
in II CTZ.  For purposes of the analysis, artillery was defined as recoilless 
rifles, mortars, rockets and cannons. Objectives of the analysis were: 

1. To determine, from data collected and evaluated, what artillery 
capabilities existed in II CTZ. 

2. To determine the effectiveness of active and passive counter- 
measures employed at installations in II CTZ. 

| 
3. To determine actions required to increase the effectiveness of 

active and passive defense of installations in ord»r to reduce the enemy's 
capability of attacking them, of if he did attack, to reduce the effectiveness 
of his fires. 

(c) The analysis contained descriptions of enemy artillery disposi- 
tions, summaries of attacks and rounds expended by caliber, and summaries of 
weapons captured and destroyed by caliber. From this information, conclusions 
could be drawn concerning the areas in which the enemy employs certain types 
of weapons, the percentage of attacks and rounds fired in any area versus the 
enemy artillery in that area, and the amount and location jf captured or 
destroyed enemy ammunition compared with overall artillery expenditures 
throughout the II CTZ. 

(d) Subsequent monthly analyses refined the first publication and 
emphasized effectiveness of active and passive defense against enemy artil- 
lery. Specific attention has been directed toward effectiveness of counter- 
mortar radars. Analysis of information collected by the counterbattery 
intelligence section has assisted the radar officer in measuring the proficiency 
and effectiveness of his countermortar radar detachments. Analysis of enemy 
attacks on installations where countermortar radars are located has assisted 
in determining if proper sectors of scan have been assigned, or if additional 
sectors of scan arc required. Similar analysis of enemy artillery activity in 
areas where countermortar radars are not located has provided guidance for 
relocation of detachments. Degrees of operational effectiveness were 
measured by comparing the number of hostile firing positions acquired with the 
total number of attacks received. 
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(e) The ultimate objective of analysis is to increase the effectiveness 
of target acquisition agencies, which in turn, can substantially reduce 
effectiveness of hostile artillery by providing better targeting information 
for planning counterfires, 

f« Implementation of GOLF Series MTOE, 

Medium and heavy artillery battalions of IFFORCEV Arty were reorganized 
under the standardized GOLF Series MTOE by USARFAC  * General Order 275 and 
311, respectively« The effective date for reorganization of medium ufÄts wae 
15 Jun 66, and for heavy units, 1 Jul 68« The major impact of the reorgani- 
zation is that all heavy and medium battalions are now authorized six forward 
observers, an additional liaison officer, and another assistant S3* Each 
firing battery is also authorized an additional assistant executive officer. 

. Each battalion is authorized twor light observation helicopters by the new 
MTOE. Because of the nonavailability of aircraft, the majority of the bat- 
talions will not receive them until early 196$, 

g. Ammunition Expenditure Analysis« 

(1) The analysis of ammunition expenditures was expedited through the 
development of a computer program which performs the numerical calculations 
of the weekly and monthly expenditure data« A ^-roughs 263 computer, loca- 
ted at the Base Data Automation Section, 14th Ct>t Spt Gp, Nha Trang Air Force 
Base, is used« A series of programs was developsd by a programmer assigned 
to the section.  The sophisticated program, incorporating numerous double 
check features and variable time interval flexibility, provides output para- 
meters of rounds, missions, percentage of rounds and missions against total 
expenditure, and rounds per mission for each target category by caliber, area 
of operation, and battalion. Weekly and monthly copies of the computerized 
expenditure analysis are provided to all major artillery commands within 
IFFORCEV to use as a  means of analyzing their subordinate unit's expenditure»« 
As a result of the IFFORCEV Arty ammunition management system, a significant 
shift has been noticed in expenditures from the interdiction category tc the 
more profitable target categori.es, such as confirmed and acquired« 

(2) Since all US Artillery in Vietnam are adopting the expenditure clas- 
sification system for use in analyzing their ammunition expenditures, a com- 
prehensive report on the system was compiled by IFFORCEV Artillery as an aid 
in its implementation« The report includes a discussion on the evolution of 
the system, definitions of target categories, the application of manual and 
automatic data processing, and a detailed guide for analysis of the expenditure 
data« Copies of the report, the computer program and a programmer/* lnatrucv«» 
ion manual have be;n made available to all artillery units in Vietnam« 

(3) A copy of the report was presented to the Secretary of the Army 
during his visit to IFFORCEV. The Secretary was briefed on the system, its 
results and its application to artillery improvement programs« 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVFA-AT-D 14 August 1968 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 1FF0RCEV 

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

h. Artillery Seminar. An artillery seminar was held at Camp Radcliff 
An Khe on 21 June. Artillery commanders of US, ROK and ARVN forces at the 
corps, division and group level participated. A demonstration of selected 
munitions was presented after which a conference was held to discuss several 
topics of mutual interest. The discussion covered such areas as combined 
support for RF/PF elements, improvement of artillery effectiveness through 
the analysis of ammunition expenditures, methods to increase the number of 
forward observers operating with Vietnamese maneuver units, and the means of 
preventing artillery accidents. This second in a planned series of meetings 
has resulted in a strengthening of ties between allied artillery units with 
the outcome of more effective and responsive artillery support for maneuver 
units of all allied nations. 

i.  The IFFORCEV Arty Command Inspection program continued during 
this reporting period.  Units evaluated were: 1st Bn, 92d Arty (13 May); 
7th Bn, 15th Arty (27 May); 5th Bn, 22d Arty (10 Jun)I; 7th Bn, 13 Arty 
(26 Jun); 3d Bn, 6th Arty (1 Jul); 6th Bn, 14th Arty (15 Jul); and 6th Bn, 
84th Arty (29 Jul). 

2.  (C)  Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations 
and Recommendations. 

a. Personnel.  None. 

b. Operations. 

(1)  Target Processing. 

(a) OBSERVATION.  An efficient means of processing targeting in- 
formation is essential for planning and conducting operations and the 
selection of special targets. 

(b) EVALUATION.  The vast amount of information available to an 
artillery command is of little value unless an efficient means for processing 
and storing is utilized.  Incoming targeting information should be plotted on a 
1:50,000 map and then posted on 5x8-inch index cards with coordination and nature 
of target. Also include on the card the data of the sighting, method of target 
determination, and accuracy of the information of an intelligence report.  Cards 
are then filed by grid zone designation and target type.  The target analyst can 
then check the targeting map in the area of a pending operation and obtain 
the exact locations and target types from the card file. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION.  That this means of procesd ng and storing 
targeting information be adopted by all fire support coordinating elements. 

c. Training.  None. 
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/ 4 CONFIDENTIAL U August 19& 
AVFA-AT-D 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report of Headauarters and Headauarters Battery, IFFOHCEV 

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July I960, RCS C3FOR-65 (Rl) 

d. Intelligence. None 

e. Logistic8. None 

f. Organization. None 

g. Other, 

(1) Bunkers. 

(a) OBSERVATION. Bunkers collapse frequently as a result of monsoon 
rains and termite infestatipn in timber. 

(b) EVALUATION. Excessive rain will cause deterioration of timber 
and sandbags at an accelerated rate; Also sandbags lose footing during heavy 
rains. To preclude bunker collapse, frequent inspection should be conducted 
to check for roof sag, wall cant and termites. The following inspection 
procedures can be conducted easily. 

1 Check for soundness of timber by tapping with a hammer along the 
entire edge and gouging the timber ends with a kni fe. 

2 Check for roof sag and wall cant by suspending an empty small arms 
cartridge from the roof. Place a one foot souav; niece of any flat material on 
the floor directly below the suspended shell cp.slnj until it touches the flat 
surface and draw a circle around the circumference. Raise the shell casing 
2-3 inches above the circle. 'Lowering the shell casing periodically and part- 
icularly after heavy rainfall, will indicate if roof sag or wall cant has 
occured. 

2   Timbers with 10# or more of the surface containing termite hol.js 
should be replaced. 

Jt Sandbags should be checked frequently to determine if sliooage or 
loss of footing has occured. 

(c) RECOMUNDATION. That conmanders insure that trooos at the lowest 
level are aware of the need to freauently inspect bunkers and th«»t they are 
made aware of inspection methods. 

y^£< 
4-Inel 
as 

Incl 4 Withdrawn, Hq, DA 

RICHARD A. EDWARDS JR 
Brigadier General, USA 
Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 
2-CINCUSARPAC, ATTN:    OPOP-AT /| 
3-CG, USARV, ATTN:    AVHAO-C-DST 
W», IFFORCEV, ATTN:    AVFA-GC-OT    CONFIDENTIAL 
L» File 
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AVFA-GC-OT (14 Aug 68)   ist Ind 
äUBJßCT:   Oparatlonal Report of Headquarters and Headqutrtev3 Battery, 

I FFORCiV ArtilLery for Period Aiding 31 July 1968, üCS 
CSFOR-65 (Rl) (Ü) 

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO V6350       2ÖAUC. 13^ 

TO:   Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATOM: AVHGC-JST 
APO y6375 

(U)   This headquarters concurs with the Operational Report for the quar- 
terly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters 1 FFOitCäV Artillery. 

FOR THiS COi'ftANDAf 

ROBERT C. GABBARD 
II" A3C 

\0j'JTA\!T GENERAL 

Copu.es furnished: 
2-AC3F0R, DA, Wash, DC, 20310 
1-1 FFORCSV Arty 
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AVHGC-ÜST (14 Aug 68)    2d Ind (U) MAJ KLingman/de/LBN 4433 
SUBJECT:   Operational! Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 

IFFORCiff Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968* RCS CSFOR-65 
(Rl) (U) 

HEADQUARTIR3, US ARMY VIETNAM, APG San Francisco 96375 3 SEP 1968 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for 
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters and Headquarters 
Battery, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery and concurs with the report. 

FOR THÜ COMMANDER: 

W. C. ARNTZ ) 
!LT, AGC ( 
Assistant Adjutant General 

Cy furn: 
HQ I FFV 
m I FFV Arty 
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GPOP-DT (14 Aug 68)    3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of HQ & HQ Btry, IFFORCEV Arty for Period 

Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San. Francisco 96558       21 SEP 53B3 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army,  Washington, D.  C.  20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

C>. SHOOT 
(.FT, AGC 
A>sf AO 
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// FOK OFFICIAL 0$E ffllY 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY 

(FOUO)   Artillery units attached to I Field Force Vietnam Artillery at the end 
of the reporting period were: 

IFFORCEV ARTILLERY 

5th Battalion-, 27th Artillery (105mm T) 
6th Battalion, 32d Artillery (175mm/8-inch SP) 
4th Battalion, 60th ArtiUery (AVSP) 

Battery B, 29th Artillery (Searchlight) 
Battery E, 41et Artillery (MG) 

Headquarters Battery, 8th Target Acquisition Battalion, 26th Artillery 

77th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
237th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
241st Field Artillery Detachment  (Radar) 
242d Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
243d Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
244th Field ArtiUery Detachment (Radar) 
253d Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
254th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 
255th Field Artille:y Detachment (Radar) 
256th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) 

41st Artillery Oroup 

7th Battalion, 13th ArtiUery (10*an T^ 
7th Battalion, 15th Artillery (175mm SP/G' L:> 
2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (105mm TA55wn T) 
6th Battalion, 84th Artillery (155mm T) 

52d Artillery Group 

3d Battalion,'6th Artillery (105nm SP) 
6th Battalion, 14th ArtiUery (175nra/8-inch SP) 
5th Battalion, 22d ArtiUery (175nn/8-inch SP) 
1st Battalion, 92d Artillery (155wn T) 

Incl 1 

If 
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FOR OFFICIAL OSE ONLY 

DEPARTMENT OF THE . Jttff 
HELBJUARTERS, 52D ARTILLERY GROUP 

/[/ APO 96313 

AVQO-CO 2 June 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT:   Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh 

1. Kon Som Luh is an out pest 13 kilometers ENE of Kontum City in the west- 
em highlands.    It stands alone faced by the threat of attack by units of 
the 2Ath NVA Regiment as .fell as the 304th Main Force Battalion,   Two RF 
companies occupied Kon Som Luh on the night of 14 - 15 May; at 0135 hours 
on the 15th an estimated NVA battalion at aeked the outpost from several 
sides.    (The attacking unit was later identified as the 6th Bn 24th NVA 
Regt).   There were no US advisors or US forward observers at the outpost. 
An ARVN forward observer and radio-telephone operator from the 37th ARVN. 
Artillery Battalion in Kontura had been positioned with the companies.   The 
forward observer immediately called for preplanned defensive fires from 
the ARVN 155mm howitzer platoon on the north side of Kontum City, and from 
the US 8 inch/l75nm battery (C-6-14) located in Kontura City.   The first 
rounds were on the wcy in four minutes.   The observer skillfully shifted 
the artillery fires to threatened areas of the perimeter using preplanned 
targets as reference points.   The artillery raked the enemy force with de- 
vastating fire and the BVA battalion broke if? attack at 0615 hours leaving 
147 dead behind.   In contrast, only three RF were slightly wounded in the 
succussful defense of the outpost. 

2. It was not by chance that artillery made the difference between hold- 
ing or losing Vie 01; •; post oi Kon Som Luh.   Many US artillerymen and US 
advisory personnel h.c. workad and planned steadily for several months with 
the RF and with the AHVN artillery to bring •bout this well coordinated and 
timely response.   Following is a synopsis of actions taken from the beg- 
inning of the year by artillerymen  fivm the 52d Artillery Group which 
relate to the victory at Kon Som Luh» 

JANUARY 

(l)   After a brief series of coordinating visits to the senior US 
advisory headquarters in Kontum, a liaison seotion headed bv a captain 
was pieced in Kontum City to make daily contact with the US advisers to 
the 24th Special Tactical Zone and Kontum Province, and to Detachment B-24 
of the 5th Special Forces in Kontum City.   At this time there were no major 
tactical US units operating in the area.   The senior advisor to the 24th 
STZ welcomed this participation by the 52d Artillery Group, and offered 
the assistance of his intelligence, operations, and artillery advisor 
sections. 

Ä/A /* 
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AVGG-CO 2 June 1968 
SUBJECT*   Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh 

(2) In discussing artillery capabilities with these headquarters, 
the llaisoni officer created an alternate link among the advis.-'y r*nff» 
for the exchange of information about enany capabilities and the current 
operations of the US forces in the 4th Division's AO MacArthur. 

(3) At the end of January, the enemy began his TET offensive.   The 
liaison officer used his communications links and contacts between US 
forces and the US advisors to further coordination of fire support means 
in the battle for Kontum City and to submit timely reports on the close-in 
fighting to higher headquarters* 

FEBRUARY 

(1) Because of the enemy drive into Kontum during TET, more attention 
was focused on the coordination of US and ARVN units in the area.   The 
1-92d Arty sent a liaison sergeant with radio equipment to the 24th STZ 
to strengthen the US side of what wis to become a more capable combined 
US-ARVN control center; this reinforcement was in addition to the liaison 
party mentioned above. 

(2) In mid-February three US aitillery batteries moved into Kontum 
to support operations by US maneuver forces.   The 52d Artillery Group im- 
mediately initiated a program to aupoort the isolated villages, hamlets. 
and BF/FF outposts with pre-planned artillery fires.   A US forward observer 
from the 175mm/8 inch battery (C-5-22) worked with the province and district 
advisors to plan the fires.   An interpreter was provided by the province, 
and helicopter lift was furnished by this group and by the province, 

(3) Simultaneous v tho i_92 / rty formed a task force of about 35 
officers and men to render assistance to ARVN artillery units in Kontum. 
In four days, an intense tr>r> detailed cooperative evaluation was conducted; 
on the spot improvements were made, particularly in maintenance and repairs; 
and recommendations as to how the effectiveness of the ARVN artillery could 
be increased were developed.   The ARVN artillery was fired in on targets 
selected by the province and district chiefs and adjusted by a US/ARVN 
observer team,   US artillery fired TOT with ARVN on the more important 
targets»   Survey control was extended between US and ARVN artillery, and 
land lines were added to the communication plan, 

(4) Charlie Battery, 5-22 Arty, was one of the US artillery units 
operating in Kontum City.   The battery connander reinforced the program 
described above with his personal participation and enthusiastic "sales- 
manship" of the expanding coverage for outlying hamlets and outposts.   By 
a fortunate circumstance, the US S3 advisor to Kontum province (an armor 
officer) had served recently as an instructor at Fort Sill and was convinced 
that artillery fire planning could add a great deal of protection to ARVN, 
RF/PF, and friendly villagers.   He was given full support by the US pro- 
vince senior advisor who made certain that red tape and unwieldy procedures 
were eliminated in processing fire requests, 

/1 
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SUBJECT:   Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh 

(5)   As the influence of ertillery was increasod, the RF yri pp 
extended the range of their pnrtols and listening povts.   Advisor w ilh 
these units were coached in the techniques of the fcr-ward obse«ver# 
Radio communications were checked and procedures to call for   ire« were 
rehearsed. 

I (6)   The battalion commanders of the 5-22 Arty and the 1-92 Arty 
monitored the program closely to keep all elements actively participating* 

I Their timely visits to senior IE and ARVN officers and officials in Kontun 
1 City kept the program running smoothly» 

MARCH AND APRIL 

(1) C-5-22 Arty displaced west of Kontum to Polei KLengl however 
the program in Kontum was well established so that the heavy battery 
(C-6-14) which replaced it continued the program without pause. 

(2) Daily liaison to the US advisors and the ARVN artillery in Kontum 
strengthened the planning cycle and added US support to ARVN ground operat- 
ions northeast of the city. 

MAY 

(1) The efforts of the IS and ARVN units in the associate battery 
program enhanced the mutual support and cooperation among the artillerymen 
in Kontum. 

(2) When the NVA battalion attacked on 15 May, the plan which was 
developed over many months brought immediate response from the US and ARVN 
artillery.   Kon Som Luh was successfully defended and the enemy attack 
turned into a defeat which virtually eliminated one NVA battalion. 

3.   In summary, the following s teps outline a program which might be used 
when US artillery moves into a new area or accelerates the fire planning 
for defense of ARVN, RF/PP and friendly villages: 

a. Senior artillerymen should make initial visits to US advisors to 
set the stage for the proposed cooperative effort. 

i 

b. An energetic liaison officer should be stationed with the advisors 
to keep the program in focus and to gain the contacts that will surface 
intelligence data for target and fire planning. 

c. Find out what problems can be solved by artillery reaction.    Show 
the advisors how weapons already available can be better utilised when 
coordinated with and reinforced by IB artillery. 

It 
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SUBJECT:   Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh 

d. With the assistance of US advisors and ARVN interpreter? begin 
an extensive program to fire-in defensive targets for villages, .nmlets 
and ARVN/PF/PF outposts. Include ARVN artillery In this progrnr. rithin 
ARVN range capabilities. 

e. Teach classes and give briefings on the use of the availffblo 
calibers of artillery.   Many US personnel and ant ARVN are unfajdliar with 
the 175nm gun and the 8 inch howitzer.   Include typical reaction tines, 
techniques of fire, adjustment and conmunications. 

f. Follow intelligence indicators carefully so that artillery is 
positioned to respond to likely enemy actions.   Response time can be 
reduced with precompiled data.   Pieces can be laid on defensive targets 
so that rounds are on the way in the first few critical minutes of the 
action when the enemy is trying to destroy the friendly force's com- 
munications and will to resist. 

4.   The 52d Artillery Group is engaged again in proving out these prin- 
ciples in Bon Me Thuot (Darlnc Province).   Our efforts there have so far 
achieved excellent results and progress is stimulated because of the 
greater density of ARVN artillery with which to work, end because of 
the larger nucfcer of friendly units and populated areas which are enth- 
usiastically seeking artillery support. 

/s/Hal E. Hallgren 
A/HAL E. HALLGREN 

Colonel, Artillery 
Comranding 

A TRUE COPY 

■ t\ 

PETER 0. HEIMDAHL 
MAJ, Arty 
Asst S3, Tng N0TE 

Much X the activity indicated in this Kenort'-ndum For Record was stimu- 
lated by the IFFV Go-.anding Gens»l Major General R. Peers, who became con- 
cerned vdth the lack of fire support for RF/PP units in this area.    Prior 
te the actions recorded herein two RF/FF outposts in this area were over- 
run by the enemy a^d an RF unit at Kon Braih, approxnately 28 kilo .-t-ters 
N£ of Kontum, also came under attack.     Major General Peers directed a 
17imm unit moved so as to prov.de artiilery coverage ic this outpost. 
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STATISTICAL DATA 

ARTILLERY STRENGTH AND AMMUNITION ÜXP.^DITfJRSS 

iirÄ \?%3£gg !M™ SPSS SK?,™"-"artlllW7 tob» «id of the^uS«. * * P#l* ArtlUay unite In II CTZ »t the 

US Divisional 

lOSnm 

79 

155mm 

18 4 
1Z2B 

0 
ROK Divisional 106 36 0 0 
ÜB Force Artillery 72 40 23 25 
ARW Artillery 87 42 0 0 
Special Forces 

Total 
! 

4* 0 
1* 

0 
27 

0 
55 

^arun ;jnmuniU°h *•««««• *>r US Artillery in II CTZ for the Reporting 

(a)    Expenditures b> Target Category!. 

TARGET 
CATffiORy 

Confirmed 

Acquired 

Comterbattery 

Preparation 

Interdiction 

Special Purpose 

Other 

Total 

ROWDS/KlSSIQMfi 

49,063/l,6t2 

71,354/6,680 

14,491/571 

28,606/1,729 

79,572/28,879 

32,510/4,508 

JUNE 
ROUNDS/Ml.SSiP<s 

25,471/777 

44,473/8,^4 

4,015/146 

22,955/1,140 

59,721/5,607 

29,707/4,234 

4,280/521 44,207/552 

279,995/46,549     190,662/41, n 9 

(b)   Expenditures by Caliber: 

HCNTH CALIBER RDS EXPENDED 

Mv 105 177,479 

155 67,088 

8" 21,879 

175 13,549 £* 

INCI 3 CONFIDENTIAL 

19,335/1,950 

30,792/3,694 

2,129/394 

17,152/677 

20',620/12,665 

20,097'3,309 

4.379'594 

114,709/22,284 

% of TOTAL 

24* 

B% 

5< 

RDS/TUBE/D'T 

34 

37 

24 

20 
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June 

July 

SOB TOTAL 279,995 10056 34* 

105 124,583 65!« 28 

155 39,064 2055 22 

8" 15,686 856 18 

175 11,289 6% 

100% 

16 

SUB - TOTAL 190,622 24* 

105 73,364 64? 16 

155 20,765 18% 12 

8» ir.,820 11JS 15 

175 7,755 r. 10 

SUB - TOTAL 

TOTAL 

* Prorated Av rrage 

114,704 

585,32^ 

lOfc 14* 
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I   OMIOINATINO AC IIVITY (Corpora« suttior) 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 
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C0NFIDENTIAL-N0F0RN 
lb.  SKOUC 

t. Ncp>onr TiTL« 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hq, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery (U) 

«. octcRiPTiv« NOT» (Trat atnpotl ana" httlwiv «•»••) 

jfl counterlnaurgencv operations. 1 May "31 Jul 68 Experiences, of unit, engaged 
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CG,-1 Field Force Vietnam Artillery 

•■ ntPONT o*rt 

14 August  1968 
•a. CON1 

a. »HOJKT NO. 

N/A 

10. oit 

II. »Ur>r>LtMINTA*JV NOTII 

N/A 

rr TmVnrwr 

DD /r..1473 

Ta.   TOTAL NO. OF PAOKf 

22 
Tfe.  NO. OF «IF« 

«(•I 

683168 

•». OTH1R «POUT NOItl (Any olAfr numtMfi tfta'««K a* mtmlmnmä 
Ihl» fport) 

II. IFONtOKINO MILITARY  ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 
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The following Items are recommended for Inclusion in the Lessons Learned 
Index: 

ITEM 1 

* SUBJECT TITLE 

** FOR OT RD # 

***PAGE # 

ITEM 2 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD # 

PAGE # 

ITEM 3 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD # 

PAGE # 

ITEM 4 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD # 

PAGE # 

ITEM 5 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD # 

PAGE # 

* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of interest, 

** FOR OT RD #   Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans- 
mit tai. This number must be accurately stated. 

***Page # That page on which the item of interest is located. 
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