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"CONFIDENTIAL

* "fl DEPARTiENT OF T.HE S.MY' HEAUARTERS, IOTH CO.BAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO 96377

A D-Al 12 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI).

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section I (C) Significant Organizational Activities

a() Mi)sion: Th-3 10th Combat Aviation Battalion provides aviation
support as dir-cted by the Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group
in support of airmobile operations designed to search out and destroy the
insurgent enemy an•d to extend governmental control of the population; to
provide general aviation support as directed by the Commanding Officer 17th
Combat Aviation Group; to I Field Forces, Vietnam (IFFORCEV), Deputy
Senior Advisor (DSA) II Corps and 5th Special Forces Group; to provide
cormand and control of the assigned and attached units as. directed by the
Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation, Group.

(2) Organization: The assigned aviation companies remained the same
during this period. The 134th Assault Helicopter Company was attached to
the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion and roeains under operational control
at the end of the reporting period. See Inolosure 1.

(3) Prinary Staff Changes: On 10 April 1968 Major Ronald L. Bakert
04009883, assumeod the duties of Battalion 8-3 from Lt Gol Clarence
Brooker, 068221.

(4) Assigned companios in the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion arecomnanded as follows:
(a) Headquarters and Heaequarters Detachment is commanded by Major

Donald M. Dawkins, 05309790.
(b) The 61st Assault Helicopter Company is commanded by IJor

Alvin E. Walker, 09564O.
(a) The 92nd Assault Helicopter Company is command&d by Major

Eugene G. Miller, 0404821.
(d) The 192nd Assault Helicopter Company is com Landed by Major 4

Charles W. Emrick, 07829h.
(e) The 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company is commanded by

Maj~or John R. Smith, O0404602.

(f) The 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company is commanded by
Major Bobby R. Latham, 01881057.

(g) The 281st Assault Helicopter Company is commanded by Major
Donald R. Ruskauff, 085371.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
FOR 1 2,. R - DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
612131 DOD DIR 5200.10
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Operational Report for Period Ending 30 April 1968 ./-f

b. (C) Intelligence
(1) Physical Security: Continuous irprovonint of the defense for

the Dong Ba Thin area marked this reporting pcrioQ.
(a) The lighting projects for aircraft parkieng areas are now complete.

Both Flanders Heliport and Ch-47 area at Dong Ba Thin East are guarded
by fixed posts which can observe the approaches into those areas and
greatly enhance the battaliodrs defenses against attack by sappors.

(b) All sectors of the perimcter for which the battalion is respon-
sible now have adequate perimeter lighting. In addrition the battalion in-
stalled lighting on 1800 meters of perimeter defended by the Koreans.

y(c) .larger share of the defense of Dong Ba Thin has been assumed

by the battalion. Three hundred meters of perimeter have been added to
the 10th Battaliont sector° The battalion has established a road block
on the south end of the post along Highway QL-l which bisects the Dong
Ba Thin Complex.

(d) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion units at Dong Ba Thin have
received familiarization training in the weapons used on the perineter.
A series of classes have been conducted for thc Battalion Duty Officers.
This program, of instructions includes training in calling for artillery
fire, adjusting illumination, defense plans, and guard mount.

(e) All the defenses of the DBT/CRB area are now coordinated by a
CTOC run by the 18th Engineer Brigade. All intelligence and security
officers of the area meet daily at the CTOC to exchange information.

(2) (C) Counterintelligence
(a) DailyIntsums from IFFV are now receivod by teletype and arrive

at the battalion in two days.
(b) The use of organic teletype capability has been increased to

accelerate the dissemination of information.
(c) A more comprehensive intelligence SOP incorporating the changes

as required by USARV Reg 380-5 and 1st !,vn Bde, 17th CAG Reg 380-5 has
been prepared.

(d) There has been continued cmphasis on counterintelligence and
counterintelligenco trainin-•, with particular attention given to the
orienting of newly assigned personnel.

c. 'C) Operations and Training Activities
(1) Plans: At the close of the reporting pctriod the 10th Combat

Aviation Battalion wb coordinating the missions of assig7ned aviation units
from its base camp at Dong Ba Thin. A forward TOC uas located at LZ
English near Bong Son on 28 February and is coordinating the activities of
three separate operations for the 173rd '.irborne Brigade; Operation
Cochise with the 61st AHC and the 196th ASHC, Operation Walker with the
13hth AHC and the 196th ASIHC, and Operation eolling with the 13hth IdC.
General Support to the II Corns Tactical Zone continued to be a primary
mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion.

(2) Operations: Since 1 February the units of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion have performed a myriad of assignments. With the
onset of the Tot Offensive these units were called upon to provide every
conceivable type of aviation support to the ground forces as well a.s to
protect their own airfields and heliports. Following the Tet Offensive
the assigned units returned to tneir primary mission for general support.
On 1 April three operations were begun utilizing elements of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade and assigned and attached aviation units. The first

CONFIDENIAL
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'n.obths o•erational statistics for these operations are listed belowd

(a) Operational1 3tatistics for Operation Bolling

Troops Lifted Cargo Lifted, (tons) Sorties Hours Flown

3251. 110 3393 852

Combat Assaults: 19

Ground Force Results: Encmy. Losses Friendly Losses

VC Xilled .--------- 622 IA ---------- 57
NVA Killed --------- 0- 0 IWA ------ 215
VC KRA ------------- 206 MIA.----- O
SA Capturud -------- 203
CSW Captured -------- 1 1
Rice Captured---39,838 lbs
Salt Capturedýý-2,310 lbs

(b) Operational Statistics for Operation Cochise

Troops Lifted Cargo Lifted (tons) Sorties Hours Flown

27,359 1l59 10,921 2972

Combat Assaults: 102

Ground Force Results: ,Eneim Losses Friendly Los.es

.1V 0 K i l l e d ------------7 7 K A . . . . i

NVA Killed ------------ 0 MA ---------- 82
VC KBA ------------- 14 MIA
SA Captured ---------- 37
CSW Captured --------- I
Rico Captured--187,335 lbs
Salt Captured 0

c*) .Operational Statistics for Operation Wal]cer

Troops Lifted o Lifted (tons) Sorties Hours Flown

6671 706 4428 1103

Combat Assaults : 32

Ground Force Results: Enomy Losses Friendly Losses

VC Kill•d .---------------- 35 KHA .---------- 15
NVA Killed ---------------- 4 HA-...... 112
VC KBA ---------------- 16 MIA---------O
SA Captured -..----------- 24ISW, Rice, Salt Captured--0

I Statistics compiled from Intsums and Sitreps

CONFIDENTIAL 5
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(d) Operations of the 61st Assault Holicopter Company
During the period 1-27 Fcbruary the 6lnt AyC continued its general

support mission in the northern II Corps area. On 28 February the
mission changed to dircct support of the 3rd Bdo, hth Inf Div in the
Cochise AO. On 28 February the company moved to LZ English and is now
operating out of that forward base. On I April responsibility for the
Cochise AO was assumed by the 173rd Airborne Brigade. Since that time
the 61st AHC has been in direct support of the 173rd Airborne Brigade
in Operation Cochise.

(e) Operations of the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company
The 92nd AHC retained its primary mission of providing gdneral avi-

ation support to the II Corps Tactical Zone. The majority of the missions
performed have been in support of DSA II Corps. The remaining missions
were primarily those of reinforcing the other assault helicopter com-
panics in II Corps. A total of 53 separate units, elements, or activities
were supported by the 92nd AHC during this reporting period.

(f) Operations of the 192-nd Assault Helicopter Company
The 192nd AEC began this period with a concentrated effort to t-ive

the insurgent enemy from the city of Phan Thiet. With a majority of
their resources in direct support of the 3/006 Task Force, 101st Air-
born•, for Operation Molainthe 192nd AMIC expanded its efforts in March
to providing additional support to DSA II Corps, The month of April
found the company participating in several major alrmobile assaults in
the flat lands and mountains surrounding Phan Thict.

(g) Operations of the 281st Assault Helicopter Company
The 281st continued to provide aviation support to Detachment B-52,

5th Special Forces Group (Project Delta) with a qortion of their assets
and general support to the II Corps Tactical Zone with the remainder.

1. Operation Oasis Ii A III (Plei Djer.ng area 26 Jan - 8 Feb and
12 F - 29 Feb)

The aviation support on th"se two oneratinns consisted of one
airlift platoon, one armed platoon(ninu), and one maintenance section.
The mission was one of infiltratinE and exfiltrating Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrols. DurinS these two operations a total of 653
hours of slick and 315 hours of gun time wo'c flowin.

2. Operation Samurai IV & V (Q Har-4 Apr and 19 Apr to present)
The support consisted of 6 slicks and h armed helicopters with the

mission of providing aviation assets to the 5th Soecial Forces Group
(Project Delta) on reconnaissance operations in the Hue Phu Bai area. of the
I Corps Tactical Zone. A total of 1176 flight hours were flowrn during
these two operations.

(h) Operations of the 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company.
The 196th ASHC provided both general support and direct aviation

support during this reporting period. Supoort aircraft have been
utilized throughout the Coastal Region and in the highlond areas in
support of CRID, hth Infantry Division, and the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
Th 196th ASHC has provided direct support to the 173rd Airborne
Brigade in Operation Cochise and Operation Bolling.

(i) Operations of the 2h3rd Assault Support Helicopter Company
The 2h3rd ASHC provided general aviation support for the Korean

White Horse Infantry Division, general aviation support to the 5th

C
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Specfii Force; Group, General AvJitioi* 5Ul3ort to the II Corps T?.ctical
Zone, and Direct tviition -urport to the 3/506, ()lst Airborne Division
at I Iar Thiet. 07, 26 :Apri't orie platoon, complete with supporting, main-
tenacL elaen wts, i ph cod in direct support of the 52nd Coambat aviat-
ion L'attalion in the central highlands.

(j) Operations of the 134th Assault Helicopter Company
The 134th aHC was placed under operational control of the 10th Combat

Aviation Jattalion on I April to partLcipate in Operations Bolling and
Walker in support of the 173rd ;kirbor±e Brigase (SZP). Four UH-lHs and
2 UH-lCs'are mnission ready on a continuous basis to provide support to
each of the operations. Since 1 April the 134th AHC has been in direct
support of1 the 173rd .-irborne Brigade. Administrative and logistical
sup,.port ren.in with the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion.

(k) Operational results as of the 30th of April 1968 (see inclob-ure 2)
(3) Training activities: Formalized training by all units was

conducted approximately 12% of the time during this quarter. !Mnphasis
by the units is discussed below. Cnly two units participated in signif-
icant troop ::...vements during the quarter. The 61st AHC moved its entire
complement to L? JAglish on 28 February and the 243rd ASHC moved one
platcon of aircraft plus supporting maintenance to Pleiku in direct
support of the 52nd Combat tviation Battalion.

(a) 61st Assault Helicopter Company
i. The majority of the training activities have been concerned

with incountry chockrides and orientation flights for newly arrived
personnel. In addition to the pilot training, enlisted crews were
given an orientation ir aerial gunnery techniques, crew duties, and
standard operation procedu-'es.

2. .A formal progrc-m of in struction for all personnel armed with
he r-16 fifle was initiated in April.

(b) 92nd Ass.Lult Helicopter Gom:,..ny
1. The majority of the training activities have been flight

training to include initial orientation rides, ninety day st xxdard-
ization rides, instructor pilot trairing, and transition training from
the UH-I1I to the UH-IC model helicopter.

2. Aviators were instructed in the proper method of operation and
orientation or the UC-IO emergency transmitter receiver.

3. One hour pur morth was devoted to safety classes for all
aviators. The safety classes included approximately 15 minutes on
the subject of survival, escape, and evasion.

4. A series of clasbus for all officers and warrant officers was
conducted on the duties and responsibilities of the Staff Duty Officer.
The program of instruction included SOI and authentication procedures,
artillery request and illuxiInation procedures, conduct of guard mount,
and information on the installation defense plan at the Dong Ba Thin
Complex.

•. Classes were ccnaucted by a group of ordnance specialists on
13, 14 and 15 iLpril for the members of the armed platoon. Two hours
per day were allocated to instruction in the use of the new warheads
for the 2.75 inch rocket and the new proximity fuze. The instruction
concluded with a live firing exercise.

6. A one hour class on the preparation of the new Officer
.&ffici•ny Report was conducted for all conmnissioned officers.

CONFIDENTIAL

.÷r



AWD-AA CONFIDENTIAL
Operational Report fur r~rj'ocdlUn-YOj pri_'yo'3

(c) 192nd Assault HW]icoater Cornanmy
1. Instruction was. -tx-en in lh1. irt *) eorfornirg night hunter

missions. In the int:rest of iafe.:ty and ue io the experience gained

by the night hunter ta--is in the Uv, of their ,:quipmLnt the minimum
speed for the helicopter ha.s been sot at 00 knots.

2. Aviator training, in March and ".pril was concentrrted mainly
on completion of ninety dcly checkrtdcs and instrunent proficiency and
on-the-job trainin,- in the company and doc.tacihnents.

3. ,Non-a•viator training h.s stressed weapons proficiency and
on-the-job training in the compnny and detachments.

1h. Classes were conducted on 15 April for t.o membbrs of the
arMIZ" platoon. The in:struction included en crient-otion on the new 2.75
inch rocket warheads and nroximity fuzec and concluded with a live fire
exercise,.

S(d) 281st Asneault cil;licoptcr Company
1. The majority of the training activities have boen flight train-

iLg To include initial ori-ntation rides, ninfety day standardization
rides and aircraft commander check rid<s.

2. Newly assiJned 'personnel have becn ' ,xtcnsive in-struction
on tie special techniques required in the i.nfiltr:',ion and cxfiltration
of ground reconnaissance toas.

3. Classes were conducted on 15 April for the members of the armed
platoon. The instruction included an orientation on the new 2.75 inch
rocket warheads and proximity fuse anc concidecd with a live fire
exorcise.

4. Officers an(d enlisted men received instructions on survital and
first aid from B-52, 5th Special Forces Group.

(e) 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company
1. The unit has revit'alizod its fiirht standrrdization training

to include a monthly standardization mectiig fIr aviators. Training
has been extendod to include daily informal and individual training
between missions with the orews aboard the airera-ft.

2, Bi-weekly zeroing ruG fmailiarization of individual weapons
has been instituted. Included in ho trhe intinn prorram is an orientation
and familiarization for newly arrived personnel.

2. Two cnlisted personnel are presently attending engine and air-
frame mechanics school at Vung Tau.

(f) 243rd Assault Support HelicoptEr Company
1. The majority of training activities wure concerned with the

operaiional training of reoli munt 1ritcr;ncc personnel and flight
training on newly assigned aviators.

2. Tho unit has conducted weekly training of all assigned per-
sonnel in 1-16, M-79, cud 11-60 weapons plus aviation safety, escape and.
evasion and emergency first aid.

(h) Chemical: None
5) ilsywa: None
6) Other: None

d. (U) Logistics
(1) The major logistics efforts during this reporting period have

been directed toward:
(a) Eliminating excess equipment on hand in the subordinate units.
(b) Reduction of cortex inventory.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(c) Improvcmont of motor maintenance *and supply operation.

(W) Dong Ba Thin porimetor iiaprovemcnt.
. Establishing POL facilities.

E) Ensuring property accountability.
(g) SupporL of outlring units.
2) POL Support: The bulk of the battalion's miniport equipment

is emolac,'d with the 61st Assnult Helicopter Company at LZ English. The
10th Combat Aviation Battalion is providing the pump, filter eoparat•
hoses, and nozzles. Fuel storage bladders are provided by the FSA. The
equipment on hand is inadequate to provide desired refueling capacity
at more than one location. Support from Qui Mhon Support Command has
been negligiblo other than for JP4 storage.

(3) Assistance visits: Assistance visits continued in the motor
maintenance area. Checklist and reference material in the areas of
unit supply, property accountability, aximunition, POL, unit messes
and other areaa of 5-h interost, are being updated and revised. Assistance
visits in thcse areozs will be resumed in the near future.

(4) A shortage continues to exist in body armor (chest protectors),
emergtncy radibs (uRC-10), proper size ballistic helmets, and caliber
38 pistols. Although on requisition theso items have not been received
in sufficient quantities.

(5) Units within the battalion have encountered a high usage rate
of short shafts, input quills, tail rotor blades, main rotor blades,
tachometer generators, and pilots attitude indicators. The requirement
to inspect tail rotor hubs every 100 hoi's is causing excess down time
at Periodic Inspections. The direct exchange system. is unsatisfactory
as the Direct Support Company does not continuously maintain tail rotor
hubs on hand.

(6) Comiplying with the required availability of aircrcaft is be-
coming more difficult daily. Parts fill continues to be a problem due
to the delay of receipt of DPIs of 10-15 days. Extensive controlled
cannibalization has satisfac•torily resolved the problem to date.

(7) All aircraft in the assigned units have again exceeded the
allotted flying hour program while continuing to maintain a satisfactory
percentage of availability. The following chart is the quarterly
summary of maintenance data on the flying hour program, Februcry
through April:

UNIT 61st 92nd 192nd 281st 196th 243rd
AHC AHC AHC AHO ASHC ASHC

TY PE A/C UH-l MH-1 M11-l M-1- CH-h? UT7-47
AV NO A/C ASGI 7 26.3 26.6 26.6 15.6 16.3
& FLYABLE 74.2 76.4 79.7 74.4 55.0 42.5
& NORS 11.2 .5,9 8.5 10.6 13.0 18.2
& NORM 14.7 17.6 12.1 11.9 31.9 39.8
TTL iH{iS QUARTER 6573 7864 612 5521 2993 3697
AV FLY HR PROG 1600 1580 1600 1600 783 816
& FLY HR FROG 136.9 165,7 105.4 114.5 128.1 150.9
AV HRS PER A/C 82.1 99.4 84.4 68.7 63.6 • 68.7
PER MO

7
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(8) Aircraft Status as of 30 April 1968 (see inclosure 3)
e. (U) Civil Affairs
(1) The Civil Affairs program has continued to function in an

outstanding manner. Local churches and orphanages in the Dong Ba Thin
area have been adequately cared for. During the past quarter a total
of 9750 board feet of lumber,, 2'•010 pounds of food, and 760 pounds of
health items were contributed to the various missions, orphanages,
schools and prisons throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone by units of
the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion. A total of L6,800 piasters was
contributed to the Tet relief fund.

(2) The 92nd Assault Helicopter Company recently received a forced
issue of Class 1 Supplies. All items were in excess of unitts needs and
a portion of each were donated to the local orphanage along with 2500
gallons of potable water.

(3) The 192nd Assault flelicopter Company acting as a part of the
3/506 Task Force has joined efforts on behalf of the Vietnamese people of
Phan Thiet and environs by placing at the disposal of the S-5 a1• build-
ing materials not usable by the unit.

(4) The 196th Assauht Support Helicopter Company provided funds
through donations for local Vietnamese women to attend a teachers school
at Qui Nhon.

(5) The 546th Medical Detachment has opened a clinic to all
Vietnaese, Treatment includes pediatrics, adult medicine, and acute
trauma.

f. (U) Personnel
(1) Current requirements make it necessary to utilize rated aviators

to fill positions that could be filled by non-rated personnel. These
positions are necessary ones that. are essent-iaL to the successful oper-
ation of a headquarters at battalion level or higher. At company level,
in addition to already authorized unit supply technician, an admin-
istrative officer could be classified in the same category. The use of
non rated personnel in these various positions would allow a rated
officer to return to his primary duty and alleviate the lack of aviators
qualified to perform flight. Most of these positions are non TOE,
however, in view of the fact that they are essentvial to the operation,
the use of nonrated personnel would be an economical solution to the
problem.

(2) Infusion continues to be a problem. Approximately 860 per-
sonnel, 49% of the battalion, are scheduled for Deros during the months
of October and November 1968. This includes 51% of the enlisted and W
of the officer strengths. The breakdonm of units having the majority
of losses is as follows:

OCTOB3ER NOVEIýME7
OFF D4 OFF EM

61st AHE 35 137
92nd AkHC 31 109
192nd 'JIC 25 165
2h3rd ASHC 98

(3) The units assigncd to the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion are
still experiencing a critical shortage of aviators and in some cases

CONFIDENTIAL
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// there arc not enough coruaissionfd officers to fill the cor==nd positions.

(W) Unit Strengths as of 30 April 1968:

(a) Military:

Subordinate OFFICER WO EM TOTAL

Unit Auth O/H Auth 6/H Auth O/H Auth O/H

61st AHC 15 15 52 39. 152 150 219 .204

616th TC DET 1. 1 1 1 70 62 72 64

922bd SIG DET 0 0 1 1 8 9 9

92nd AIC 15 14 52 41 152 154 219 209

617th TO DET 1 1 1 1 70 67 72 69.

732nd SIG DET 0 1 1 0 8 7 9 8

192nd kA-C 15 13 52 42 152 146 219 eO31

607th TC DET 1 1 1 1 70 71 72 73

65th SIG DET ,O 1 1 0 8 7. 9 8

196th AHC 13 12 .25 16 148 134 186 162

610th TC DET 1 1 1 1 80 72 82 74

546th MED DET 1 1 0 0 8 8 9 9

243rd ASHO 13 10 25 14 143 146 181 170

620th TO DET 1 1 80 70 82 72

281st AHC 15 14 52 42 152 149 219 205

483rd TO DET 1 1 1 1 70 57 72 59

499th SIG DET 0 0 1. 1 8 11 9 12

hED 21 25 2 4 86 131 .10 160

130th IM DET 1 1 0 0 8 10 .. 9 31

39th AVN SPT 1 1 0 0 20 17 21 18
10th CAB 1 1 27 26 M93 147'M 77

(b) Civilians
DAC VN 3D Natl Contractor

61st AHC" 0 0 11 11 0 0 0 0

92nd AHC 0 0 13 13 0 0 0 2

192nd A1lC 0 0 24 24 0 0 0 21

196th ASHC 0 0 16 16 0 0 0 3

243rd ASHC 0 0 14 14 0 0 0 0

281st AkC 0 0 15 15 0 0 0 0

0 0 25 _2 0 0 0 0

2OthCTB 0 0 o ' . a 7

g. (U). Arkillery: None
h. (U) Other
(1) Irfi6rmation Officer
(a) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Public Information Program

continues to be active in providing coverage of the Dong Ba Thin Complex

and the forward areas.
(b) A sumary of the battalion news roleases is as follows:

Feature Articles- -- 18

Pictorial Reloasesý-?-UOWFENTIA 1
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Hometown News Releases ....... 150
Formal Press Interviews ----. - ---------------... 0

(c) The Battalion continues to utilize the PLIO capabilitics of
higher headquarters to cover important events.

(2) Signal
(a) The major projects which took place during this period were:
1. Installation of switchboard facility, AN/IMTTC-1, at Lanc

Army Airfield
2. Establishment of radio-teletypc not using AN!/VSC-2 with 61st

AHC-at LZ English and the 192nd AHC at Phan Thiet
(b) Discussion of accomplishments
J.. The switchboard AN/1,trC-1 replaced 4 SB-22 and 1 SB-86. The

fivM switchboards at Lane Army Airfield created a cumbersome, un-
necessarily complicated switching facility. These smn.ll, separate
boards were renlaced with a larger, integrated unit, permitting all
communication land lines to be centralized in one location and resulted
in faster switching capabilitics and improved telephone service,
Duplicious functions of switchboard personnel were eliminatcd, however,
ironically there is a shortage of qualified individuals to operate the
new switching facilities efficiently. The encumbrince upon assigned
units to furnish men to operate this switchboard suggests the need for
a signal service unit to operatc and maintain th1 nciw landline cornm-
unication system.

2. During iarch this unit received 2 each AN/VSC-2 radio-
teletypewriters which expandecd this battalion~s on-line crypto capability
on a reliable basis between battalion hcadquarters, the 192nd AHC, 61st

_,C, and the forward location at LZ English. Prior to this innovation
teletype traffic was passed either via indirect cr time consuming means.
The performance of the AN/VSC-2 had been highly satisfactory until 1
April at which time the set at ?han Thict bccame inopornble end has re-
mainod in that status ever since that time due to the lack of available
repair parts. This inoperability has caused the necessity for add-
itional secure means of teletype contact with the 192nd and therefore
a request has been submaitted to utilize existing lnd lines for this
purpose. Assuming approval of this request end repair of the
"malfunctioning unit of the AII/vSC-2, this headquarters will have both
primary and alternate teletypo communications with the 192nd AHC.
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2. c•eI .Lessons Learned: Coi,-,m.n~dr's Observation, Evaluations,
and iOCLe tions.

. ersonnel

1'ion-rated qu-ply C.fficer and i.aintenance Technician

(W) CBS, VATICN : TO2 1-258F does not authorize the CH-47 units
a Unit Supply rechnician or an Aircraft Itepair Technician, Augmentation
of present .. to include slots for personnel mentioned above woyid
greatly cnhaznco the effectiveness and efficiency of these units.

(b) E/; U;•TIC)N: T�he mission, mainterance complexities, and supply
problems of a CH-47 Company are of such a nature that the personnel
requirements for aviators becomes a 1:aramount concern at the present
time. .,ven though the TOE does not authorize positions for the 1."'S 671B
and 761A the requirements of these positions must still be met. The
units h-.ve h•d to utilize aviators that could otherwise be performing
their prinary ý.ission.

(c) RCCODATIO•: Thait TC- 1-258F be augmented to include

position slots for MCS 671B -and 7614.

b4 C.I.erations

(1) 2,fficient eniplo~n;ient of the CIH- 47"

(:,) O V.-: V'ICC': it is increasingly apparent that r.ost ground
units do not low how to properly and efficiently eT.-ploy the CH-47.

(b) EVý;.UiATICN: A,,arjy of the i,:issiors a-ssigned to mediua helicopters
are mruch mi.ore suit;.ble to utility helicopters in size and weight. This
mission ctssigroert is directly reiat-"t to the unf i-Ali%.rity'of the
ground cozzsardor with the capabilities and limitations of each type
aircraft and the type loads of each. There is little standardization
among the emlloying urits as to what the aircraft are capable of aild
when it isx.rnrntouo to utilize one type over the other.

(c) a;•CC.±,DATiCN: That Chapter 6 of the ]st Aviation Brigade

,eanual be oxpc-nded to give det:.liled informnation on utilization and
grour.d oi.erations with reference to the medium helicopter. Recommend
publication of an, extract of the :anu rl ard distribution be rade to all
echelorns of coniaard utilizing helicopter type support.

(2) Gunship tactics in densely populated areas

(a) CBS VA;TIQ1.: During the period 1-14 February while supporting
Dl..Lt, most of the hits received by the gunships were from the sides
and from locations other th.-n that under attack.

(b) EALU.ATICJZ: ihen uttt:ckirg targets within the periphory of a
city or large village the armed helicopter should utilize the highest
approach =nglo possible. This isnucessa.ry to furthur decrease the enemyts '7
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anti-aircraft (, .',,ctiv ;nso, 11 orm..l.y th. oc::',y l.oc:tLc!' ir • city is
spr.d out Aid r.ot confined to or-: -.r'a or sp,.ecific 1ocatiion. Ounships
attacking in a lower th.n necesst.ry flight p~th ure unwittingly increas-
ing the chances of ti.king hits.

(c) RZCOIL'ý-01..TIGI,: Th:.1t serious consideration be given to incor-
porating the use of high :_tt. ck anglcs in gunship aeri-i fire support
in densely popuiated arxa3s.

(3) Gunship cover for people sniffer inissions

(a) OBS"-RVATIO: On many occ.•cions, due to the natur• of the
terrin card the mision. itself, the slick hs, of necessity, :nade rapid
and sha.rp turn s :.'nd h-.s eva.ded or "lost" thet gunship cover.

(b) EVA•LUATIUI.I: .when providing gunship cover for low level people
sniffer missiors . sucessfully tried :ýtcthodfor proriding adequa:te cover
is to position the lead guship 750-1000 retri-s behind :.nd to the side
of the slick. The secornd gunship should be abou-t 1000 ;!meters behind the
lead :.nd 300-500 feet highher in altitude. In this m:_-rner the second
gur.ship c.:an provide cover to bothi the slick a.nd l.,d grship ard also
be ir a position to observe evcding i.!..nuevers or 'raPid turns that the
slick r."-y .iake, inform the le..,d gunship of the slicks direction, and
provide continuous cover to the slick :t this crucial tirt.e.

(c) CG•.u. DfIU L: Thzt the t~ictic disctr-sed here be reviewed as
a possible method of gunship cover ard possiblo inclusion in aerial fire
support instruction.

(4) Rlep:<ir and repicericnt nartz.

(a) .. ue to the excessive overflying of the flying
hour progr ,ia nd the difficulty in obtaining replaceý_ort itohis all
units are low or repair parts.

( =) WUATIC,: i.Receipt of _•.*".:, continue, to take 10-15 days.
Parts fill of replacen.ent itcus fcr i"-1*L-,*. often becoz-e .',DPs before
received. Units :.re encountering a high usage rcite of short shafts,
input quills, tail rotor bli-des,, i-ain rotor blides, tachometer gererators,
and pilots a.ttitude indic•.torý;. The requirement to inspect tail rotor
hubs every 100 hours is causirg excessive dcwi ti•:e _t periodic inspect-
ions. Direct support cor.-panies do n:ot m.,iritain tail rotor hubs orn a
continuous basis and •,aiws the Direct ýxchange Cystem unsatisf..ctory in
this reg-rd.

(c) Ft,,COLi.D.•Ti'!: That - survey of the current supply syste!:i
be corducted with a view, toward upgrading the efficiency of said
system, nkLking the system r.,ore responsive to thu needs of the supported
units, and assigning higher priorities to the •,.ore heavily co'r.itted
units.

(5) DSA II Corps .Aviw•tion .;upport

CONFIDENTIAL
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(-) OBSiAV,JTIOX,': 'tu.teroun -etar r::ission roports hive indicated a
trend tow..rd incre:.sdd u;.,1.ty bl.de ti;.:e in supportine the ser.ior advisors
in the various provinous.

(b) £VfLU,\IO;: It is evide•,t that the supported personnel :are
not utilizing their avi.,tion assets effectively or efficiently. The
prim.-ry rz-ason for this dovelopn-ent is the lack of a definite schedule
for the support once it has been aiuthorized. By prepla.nning these
missions., more effective utilization can be obtained and better support
car, be rendered.

(c) RECO1.Mi6DATION: That the advisors be enjoined to program
their ,-ctivities for ech da39s tasks and brief the supporting crew on
arrival.

C, TrainirC.: None

d.- Thtdligce: ,one

e, Logistics

(1) Unservice.ble, limited quantity equipent

(a) OBS••VTION: In recent weeks ground units have been using
unserviceable equipnient and a limited quantity of serviceable equipm.ent
to external loads for the Chinock.

(b) EVALUATION: A number of dropped loads during this reporting
period has indicAted the need for an i.nediate investigation of sling
rigging equip:-ent in the hands of supported units. Faulty equipment
has been responsible for several dropped loads. In addition, many
ground units have only a ltaited quantity of serviceable equipment on
hand. Many t,:Les aircraft ha..ve had to wait for ground personnel to
bre.k down rigging .n a load in orderthat the straps, clevis, and
donut could be used for the next load, Valuable tiMe is wasted during
these delays.

(c) RICO1,24fNDATIODC: That survey be conducted to determine the
shortages in scrviecable equipment and tha.t all efforts be made to
restock this equipment in the supported units inventory.

(2) E'stablishment of field refueling sites

(a) CLS;RVTiON: The equipment needed to provide rapid refueling
in forward area•s is lacking.

(b) ZVUTIU"': The present 100 gpa pups do not give the rapid
refueling capability needed in the forward areas. In order to reduce
the turn around time, a critical item in airmobile operations, adequate
miniport equipment must be on hard in each unit and further designated
in the TUE.

(c) RECO'INDATION: That one each 350 gpia., 8 port miniport per
compary and two per battalion be included as standard equipment and
incorporated ir-to future TU'Bes.

f. Organization: None ... CONFIDENTIAL
g. Other:- None
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/7 AVGD-SG (12 May GS) lot Ind

SUBU,°;-?: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending S0 April 1968, RCS 0SFOR-65 (RI).

Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240 25 may 1968

TOi Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, APO 96350

le (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessona
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) The following comments and recommendations on Section I and II
are submitted for review and/or approval.

a. Reference item concerning shortage of Radio Set AN/URC-10
Section I, para 1, d, (4), page 7: Concur.

b. Reference item concerning Manual Telephone Central Office,
AN/MTC-l, Section I, pare 1, h, (2), (a), 1 and (b), 1: Concur.
Connent concernin need for signal service elements is not considered
appropriate for entry into this documont and will be processed separately.
This headquarters assisted in obtaining the MTC-l for installation at
Lane Arry Airfield based upon assurance that operators were available
within on hand resources and that maintenance assistance would be
available from the 46rd signal Bn (CA). If the FZC-l cannot now be
managed within the resources of the 10th CAB, they will be encouraged to
submit a request for an MOE augmentation with appropriate justification.

o. Reference item concerning Radio Teletypeuiriter Set, AN/VSC-2,
Section I, para 1, h, (2), (a), 2 and (b), 2, page 10: Concur,

d. Reference item concerning Non-rated Supply Officer and Mainten-
ance Technician, Section II para 2, a: Concur. Recommend the unit
submit an MV0E if the present organization cannot efficiently accomplish
its mission,

e. Reference item concerning Efficient Employment of the CH-47p
Section IU, para 2, b, (1) and DSA I Corps Avn Support, Section II, pare
b, (5). Concur with the problem. The 17th CAG is presently implementing
an orientation program to be presented to the ground unit commanders
throughout II CTZ. This program will consist of conferences, lectures,
demonstrations and practical exercises on the capabilities and li-i.
tations of the various army aircraft; responsibilities of the ground and
air mission commanders in an airmobile exercise; proper procedures of

/ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECUSSIFIED AFTER 12 YMRS.
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Un ~~~AVGD-SC (12 May 68) CNIETA

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Co-bat Aviation Battalion for Period
aEding 50 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-O5 (RI)

rigging loads for aircraft transport and airmobile iission planning and
execution. The program will be supplemonted with hand-out material to
expand on the oral presentation. It is hoped that such an orientat on will
provide a basic understanding of the army aviation assets thus allowing
for a more efficient aircraft utilization with a corresponding reduction
of hours flown to accomplish the same mission.

f. Reference it-in concerning Gunship tactics in densely populated
areas, Section II,b, (2): Non-Concur. During a gun run, the higher
the altitude of the aircraft, the longer period the aircraft is ob-
served and exposed to enemy fire. This is extremely dangerous in areas
where antiaircraft weapons are employed. Information received this
Headquarters indicates that the tactics now being employed by the A0-10
Cobra are similar to those described in the initial observation;
however, the AH-lG is faster and due to improved weapon sights can
engage a target at a much greater range.

g. Reference item concerning Gunship cover for People sniffer
"Aircraft, Section II, para 2, b, (3): Non-concur. The lead gunship
should be to the rijht or left not more than 250 to 300 meters and
approximately 100 to 200 feet higher than the sniffer aircraft. The
second gunship should be 200 to 500 feet higher and positioned behind
and to the right or left so that he can always observe both aircraft
and react to enemy fire.

h. Reference item concerning Repair and replacement parts, Section
I, para b, (4): Concur. The aircraft parts supply system has been
under intensive evaluation for several weeks. The system is undergoing
change now. Changes include, increased use of transceiver and central-
ized control of Qui Nhon Depot stocks at ANNC in Saigon. These changes
have been in effect only a few days. Within thirty days, an evaluation
should be made to determine if further changes are necessary.

i. Reference item cone Unserviceable, Limited quantity
equipment, Section 1, parc : Concur. The IFFV program initiat-
ed to conserve Arma aviatit :ces called for the increased use
of sling loads as the prefL ýhod of helicopter cargo delivery.

CONFIDENTIAL
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/ AVGfD-& (2 May 68)
SUBJ•ET: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)
3. Reference item concerning establishment of field refueling sites,

Section II, para e, (2): Concur*. Reaomend M1OB action be initiated
"by the unit.

A.4 Al I M*GOC

ILT, AGO
AdJutant
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AVFA-GC-OT (12 May 68) 2d ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period %nding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RP)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 S JUN1968

"TOs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 96307

Concu~r.
A

FOR THE' C0M•-;t',PDE

RO Z, ' T C. GABBARD
IV ; A,32
A;) W A').'JTA\.T GENERAL

Copy furnished:
17th Cbt Avn Gp

,11/
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SAVBA-C (1.2 liv' 68) 3d IndSUBJE£C Operational Repor) of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 (R1) (U)

Headuzarters, ist Aviation Brigade, APO 96384 JUN 2 5 !S68

THRI: Comosnding General, United States ArnW Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGG-DST,
APO 96375
Coimander in Chief, United States Ar= Pacifie, ATi1: GPOP-0T,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Arn, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This Headquarters has reviewed this report, coasiders it to be
adequate, and co, curs with the contents as indorsed.

2. (C) The following additional comment is considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph lf(2), page 8. Group comnanders have the primary ree-
ponsibility for infusion from within their own resources. let Aviatioa
Brigade will mcnitor the entire infusicn program within the Brigade,
coordinate infuisicn between units from different groups, and identify to
USARV problem areas which cannot be resolved from resources 'within the
Brigade.

b. Paragraph 2a, page 31 and paragraph 2d, lst Indorsement. The
Phase II Staadardization TOE/ioO=E 1-258G authorizes two Aircraft Repair
Teckmicians, I.OS 671C0. A requirement for a 761A Supply Technician was
not considered.

c. Paragraph 2b(I), page 31 and paragraph 2e, lst Indorsement.
A USX.V Manual for the Utilization and Bmploymant of the 011-47 and CH-54
is being prepared. Distribution is planned for all units in RVN which are
supported by CH-47 and CH-54 aircraft.

d. Paragraph 2b(5), page 12. Aviation cowu.anders have a responsibility
to their supported units to advise and assist in proper utilization of
aviation assats. lst Aviation Brigade will insure that subordinate com--
manders are so informed.

e. Paragraph 2e(1), page 13 and paragraph 2i, let Indorsement.
USARV has a requirement at this time for units to deternine the quantities
of the various kinds of slings required in the coming year. In addition,
12 X 12 foot nylon/not slings are now being distributed to all lot Aviation
Brigade units. These net slings were procured under the IN= program.

~... DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DiCLASSIMI AFT 12K YERSCONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVBA-C 
JUN 0 .!068

SUBJECTs Operaticnal Report of 10th Combat Aviaticn Battalion for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSF0IP-65 (Pl) (U)

f. Paragraph 2e(2), page 13 and paragraph 2j, 1st tndorscment.
Current H=OE' s do not include this equipment, however, this recormendaticn
will be given strong ccnsideraticn in future MOE acticns by 1st Aviaticn
Brigade.

FOR THE GG,•IEWLE:

JOHN D. MIXSE.L, ,R

(:CT. A1;T

AssistaLt Ad;u:,-t Cezera,
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AVHGC-DST (12 may 68) 4th Ind (U) CPT Arnold/dls/LBN 4485

SUBJMLT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI)

HEADQUARTERS, US AR1 VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 6 JUN 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 10th

.Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. Concur with report as submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDE:

C. S. NAWATSUKASA
Captain. AGC
Assistant Adjiinnt General

Cy f urn:

HQ ist Avn Bde
HQ 10th Cbt Avn bn

21



GPOP*DT (12 May 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 10th Cbt Avn Bn for Period Ending

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ9 US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1 5 JUL 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CONMANDER IN CHIEF:

CA. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asn AG

22
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-AWD-A Opei'ationa2. Report 'fOt' Periroa tncL1Ag"30 April. 1968
•Iflclosure 3 (Aircraft Status)

SSubordinatet CH-47 , UH-IC , UH-1D UH-!L. U-6A: Unit I Auth Q/H1 ' Auth O/Hl Auth O/Hi Auth 0/H1 Auth 0/Wni H 'H
161st HC 0 0 8 7 23 1 0 17; 0 0

: . .. . .- -"--..'.- i ,

192m AEC 0 0 8 7 23 i1 0 19 1 0 0

;il92indA HC 0 0 a8 23 2~ 0 17 i 0 01
I I

J..96th ASHC 16 16 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1243rd iLSHC 16 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0,

RACstiH 0 0 23 2 0 18 0 0

)I.|HHO 0 0, 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1.

lothCAB !32 32 32 28 9 93 7 0 .71 1* I

Xt-
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