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- CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARITY
copATY C
ng STH 3PECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST STECIAL FOICTS
APO San Francisco 96337
ATGDSFC 22 Tebruary 1968

SUBJECT: AUQTER ACTIN QMPORT BAT'IE (F L7 'G VEL

1, CGIIERAL STTUATTO]:

a, The Lang Vei Camn Strike Force Camp had tlie primary mission of border
surveillance and arca pacification., The border survaillance is on that portion of
the border that is adjacent to the boreder within the Taor, The area pacification is
a combinaticn of the Detactment :ilitary Civie Action/DPsvehological Opevations in
conjunction i th District and Provirce level wropgrams, In conjunctlon with
surveillonce and pacification, the camp had the requirement for a camplete recon-
naissance of its Tacr every month,

b, Camp Jang Vei was located in the extreme northwestern corner of South
Vietnam, The Camp (COORDS XD 786357) was situates southwest of Khe Sanh Combat Base
and apnroximatcly two lo-lometers east of the Laotian border., Camp Lang Vei's Taor
was strategically located and contained several broad valleys which are likely
choices of infiltration routes from Laos in the west and northwest and from the NHMZ
in the north towvard Ihe Sanh Combat Base,

c. Duaring th: night of 6 snd 7 February the woather was clear with
scattered to broken clouds, bases 3000 feet to 5000 feet. MNowever, os the misht
wore on the woather gres progressively worsc. By 0230 the stratus ceiling was
below 1000 fect accampanicd by some ground fog which greatly hinderad visibility,

2, TFRIGDLY SITUPIRT PRIOR TO TME ATTACK:

a. 210800 January: Camp Lang Vei receivad word from Khe Sanh Combat Base
that the 33rd Lactian elophant battalion had been overrun by VA units in conjunc-
tion with tanks, It was alaso stated that survivors from the 33rd Laotian element
and refugeas were enroute to the camps location, The Laotian soldicrs and refugees
closed into the Lang Vei arca during the evening of 2L Januwry, On 25 January, the
33rd Laotian Elephant Battnlion was alloued to take wd positions in the old ermp
Lang Vei (COORDS 3D 794361), The Laotian refugess were taken to Leng Vei village
to where temporary housinr was provided.

b, 251853 Jenuary: Camp Lang Vei reccived an unimown number of artillery
rounds from the west (Vicinity Coords XD 7LL317) resulting in one friendly WIA.

c. 311130 January: & three platoon lobile Strike Force Reconnalsseonce
Operation made o chance contact with an estimated throe company NVA foree (Vicinity
X 815375) resulting in one friendly KIA and four WIA while the enemy suffored 5h
XIn, 65 WIA and an estimated 80 to 100 killed by air,
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i d, From 20 January throush 5 February, spredic cnemy mortar md artillery
: £iro were roceived in ond around Camp Lang Voi, This appeared to be zerolng and
‘ harrassment firo.

8. From the 3lst of Janurrv until the canp wag overrun, small riaconnalsance
patrels md ambush patrols were initianted apnroximately one to three kilemeters in
all directions of the camp. The recommndssance portols had the mission of confirming *
locatieons of reported dVi troon pesitions, Only thr-e of the sbove operations mads
contact that rosulled in friendly or onemy KILi, Thoss results arc as fellows: Four
friendlics KIA and soven V14 whille enemy lossas were three XIA one CLi.

3, SuQUILACE & EVEWTS DURING THE ATTACK JiID BV.CG..PMIM:

o e e 4 40 = Ao s M . o S 1

a. 061025 Fobruary: Camp Lang Vei - cceived an unlmorm number of encrmy
mortar rounds vosnlting in eight Camp Strile Foreo povsonnel beine WILi. Counter
nortar fires wer: ol~ead on suspected cnomy positions with wnlmoim results,

o, 061810¢ An estimated LD to 60 rounds of 152mm or 155mm artillery were
received witain the cap perimeter resulting in two Camp Strike Torce nersonnel "LL
and two bunkers damaged, Counter artillery fires were requestsd and received from
ihe Sanh Combat Base vith unknown rosults,

' ¢, 070030: Camn Long Vel reported it war under attack by an unkmown :
’ number of tanks ~nd infantry. It was stated thet tan's =rare in the outer norimetor i
wirs and that artillery and TAC Sir had been requested,

d. 070100: Camp Lang Vei reportcd one "Spoolky™ on station in the vicinity i
of the camp, The VISF chonnels at Detachment C-1 lost comunications with Lang Vei, _
TAC My was confirmecd on the way by IIT iU\ Hgs in Danang., "I" Corms Hgs roported i
that an additional Spoolqy was onroute to Lang Vei,

e, 070200: Camp Lang Vel reportad that tiirec or four tanks had been ]
destroyed. & total of seven tanls had been scon by this time and were reported i
using searchlights to gawecp the camp for nogsible targets, :

. R

f, 0702L40: Camp Lang Vei rcnorted that there was onc tank sitting on top
of the tactical over-tiecns conter. This tank had beon destroyed, The camp also
roported that the commmications personncl were burning the commo material at this
tne,

g. 070320: Comiwunications between Camp Lang Vel and "C" Company were loat.
411 the following messapes were relayed from Kho Sanh Combat Base,

he 070i50: Tanks wore reportedly deonrting Camp Lang Vei and taldng up
positions to thc cast of tho camp. (HUTE: At 070540 "C" Commeny Gth 3¥G- asked III
HAF to imploment the Camp Lang Vei contingeney plame  "G" Comnany was informod that
C.G. III #'F would not put the contingeney nlan into 2ffcct. Cne Battalion of
warines had beon requested. At 0705LS ane ilobile Strike Foree Company from Danang
: wng enroute to Quang Tri where 1t was to standby for a heliborne assault into Camp
: ‘ Lang Vei.)

i, 070630: A roport from the USIC at Khe Sanh Combat Base indicated
averything above ground at Camp Lang Vei had beon dostroyod,
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g

Jo 070630: The USHC at Khe 3anh Cambati Base rensrted that the senior US
Army Special rorces Advisor, SFC fishley with the 33rd Laotian Paitalion had radio
contact with the survivors located in the TOC at Camp Lang Vei,

k. 0707L0: TReport raceiva, from Kne Sanh Combat Base that 15 nersonnel
vere alive in the TOC at Cawn Lang Vedi,

1le 070830: O5FC Ashley derarted the old camn area (XD 79L361) enroute to
new Camp lang Vei with onc company of Laotians, SFC iAshloy reported that air strikes
ware s¥ill being run against the cnemy in and aromd the camp.

m, 0709h2: SPC Aghley was directing air strikes amainst enemy held posi-~
tions in Camp Lang Voi.

i
five ascaults on cnemy positions attempting to reach Camp Lang Veits T and the 15
suvivors,  Bach attomnt had been turmed back by heavy small arms arnd automatic
wespons fire. On the last attempt the senior USASF Adviser, 3FC Ashlev, was
critically wounded, it this time the Laotian cleront withdrew back to the old camp
area,

n. 071032t The Laotian element led by JSASF Advisers renortedly had made

o. 071300t Khe Sanh Combat Base repmorted T.C AIR and artillery still being
used in supnort of the versonnel remaining in Camp Lans Yai's TOC, The USASF .dvisers
with the Lactian element still had contact with the swrvivors in Lang Vei's 7CC.

p. O71500t & S0 man C & C slement was being briefed at FOB-3 Khe Janh
Comhat Basc in preparation for rescne of the 15 personncl remaining in Camp Lang Veils
T)CI

qs 0715152 Xhe Sanh Comhwat Base roportcd VCAWLA all along nighway #9
betws.:n Camp Lang Vei and Kne Sanh Combat Base in ambust: nositions,

rs O071530: The scnior USASF Advisor now locatad at old Lanpg Vei Conu had
coordinated with the TAC AIR to drop their ordnance in the vicinity of the TOC in
hopos of killing the enemy forecs located above th: TOC, ~After the sircraft aropped
ithelr ordnance, thoy were to make dummy passcs across the damp in an attompt at
kesping enemy heads dovm while the TOC survivers at-opied to depart the camp, They
were picked un at the camp main pate by Detachmomt C-1 VISF S..3 in a vehicle without
incident and rounited with other survivors at the old campsite,

8, 071630¢ Khe Sanh Combnt Basc raported choppers carrying C & € roscue
elammt had departed for vicinity old Camp Lan; Vei,

t, 071700¢ The C & C rascue element had link~d up +th Camp Lang Vei
survivors at old campsite. OSurvivors wore estacted to she Sanh by CH-li6 and flowm
to Xhe Sanh Combat Base,

u, OTL030: Xhe Sanh Combat Base rcportzd surviveors from Camp Lang Yei
enroute back to Da Hang by fixed -ring aircraft, C & C rescue element reportcd

1Linking up with additional Camp Strike Force personncl employving escane and cvasion
techniques cast of the new camp, Number of survivors enroute back to Da Nang totaled

92, _
“CONFIDENTIAL
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v. The suvivors from Camp Lang Vei, maintaining their previous tactical dé;
introgity and the samo Detachment designation of A-101, have formed a new Yobils
Su.ike Force comnnay presently training at the ilobile Strike Force Headquarters,

Da N;mp; RVN,

L, FACTS AND COHCLUSINS:

a, Tho encmy attacked and over ran Camp Lang Vei with a forcs consisting
of 12 tanks som: of *hich were idontified as (PT=76 Soviet Amnhibions Type) and
aporaximatoly LOD infantry troops of which one company is Lslleved to have been
sappers.

b, The enomy attack was supported by an cstimated four 152mm artillery
ogicees and four 82mm mortars.

¢y Enomy losses are estimated to hav. boon soven tanks (confirmed) and two
tanks (nrobable) and 250 infantry troaps Kil.

d. Repular NVA units in mass have superior fire nower ta main force VG units
and are therefore bettor suited to atstacing fortified nositions,

e. Dospite Camp Lane Vel's inadoquate gati tank defonses and laeoi of
nsychologzical conditinning for an ammor:¢ atack, tho CSF pntup-a spiritad defense and
did not broak and run, 21l over ons half of tho G5F disd defondine thair positlons,
actnally trying to fight tanks wigh MGs, carhinces and »ifles,

£, Camp Lang Voi's antl fank weoapons consisto:d of two 106RR and 100 LiYs,

ge Hore cmphasis should b: placed on anti tank defenses by all Camp Strike
Force Camps to includ: anti tank training for all porsonnsl and the construetinn of
tank obstacles,

h. Camp Strike Force Camps which hav.: TAGR!'s contigue s tn othr countrics
must have a TAGR that oxtends out in alldirsctions from the camu sufficiently far
to insure tine capability of fixing the cnemy and providing «carly warning through
continuons roconnaissancc. The limited cast-wost ossrational arca imposcd by the
RVNaLaotinn border geverely restricted this capability at Lang Veiy, Tacticel surprisc
was achiov.od by the introduction of a now w2apons syst-m from an uncxnactes dircction,

i, The Jlobile Strike Force compan:” which had be.n moved 4o Omang Tri to
reinforce thz camp could not be displaced further duve to lack of helicopters.,

j» The cemp defenses at Camp Lang Vei stopped the attack, It cowld not
move beyond the camp toward Khe Sanh, The mosition c-uld have been restored by one
Mobile Strike Force comm~ny at the time of evacuation, It could have baen restorsd
earlier by the Laotian Battalion had they been only slightly appressive, The
rastoraticn would have been of doubtful valuc due to the uvtter destruction of the camn.

Ke COFRAM was fired on Gamp Lang Vel three times during the morning of
{ February with unknown results.

—
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7 5, PRRSONRL RECAPITULATION: i
ASGIGNED ) RETURTRD T9
ATTACHED & PFD i’y KTA A4TA SWERTIENT CONPRIL
USASF 2l 13 10 1L
VUSF 14 3 5 9 '
CSF 282 29 165 117
HE 161 an 3L 127
THTGRYALTE S 6 0 5 1
437 77 219 255

2 Incl .
1, Intelligence owaanary
2, Personal Statements
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INTELLIGENCE SUMIARY OF REPORTS AMD IHCIDEG'TS PRIOR TO THE ATTACK
ON LANG VBT A-101

1. During the past six months the cnemy situabtion in the Xhe Sanh-Lang Vei
arca was characterized by inactivitv of major eniy units with verv few contacts,
During the month of December enemy reconnaissancs and connter-reconnaissance
activity incrcased notlceably, and upually reliabls sonrcees indicated larre enenmy
units were b ing concentrated in the area. St this time it was considered probable
thal major ground acition apainst CIIG and U510 installations in tho “he Sonh~Lang
Vei area would be conductad as part of the Tri-Thion “Tinter-Spring Camndlgn.

2. Intellipence repovts from Lan~ Yeil incicatud a definite increase in cremy
ct1v1ty durine he month of Januars,  There were revorts of enomy wnits croc.ing
the Se Tone ildver from Lacs into Viet Nam, and a canturad document m-ntioned
divisior, ragiment, and bat‘alion siznd wnits, 3y the middle of the month, onc
apent had reported that an unidentified regiment had moved into the A-101 1..02,
During this time thers were several usually rolinble resorts of enemy activity
within the T.O0R.

3, Along with the agent remorts, there was an increase in the cnamv's probing
of camp dafcinscs. Camp onarations bepan to wd-¢ contact with swmall cnemyr un'is,
On 24 Janwaryr, ITT iL3F COC roported that a USAF FiC had sighted five tan'’-s in the
vieinity of XD 65337L. &n airstrike was called, 219 tha FAT reporved onc tank
dcstro"ed snd the others moving wost into trees along 7Y 79, Cn 30 January; a
sccurltv patrol fraon the discoverad a road capablc o suomorting heavy vnhlclo
traffic, running northeast along a stream bed XD 75535k to XD 782332,

e On 30 January Tuons Dinh Du of the Othr Bn, 66th Regt, 30Lth Div, raltiod
at Camn Tang Vei. Subject stated that his battalion was at half strensth duc to
the attack erainst Khe Sanh Pistrict on 21 January, and from subsequent airstrilkes
and artill-rr migsions., Subject also gtated that thn battalion XQ and 6ne sauad of
sappers reconnoiterad the Lang Vei Camp on the night of 28 January. Their mission
was to pinveint weanons location and to study camp defenses, Subiect's company
had be :n alcrted to atback Lang Vei on two occasionsy both times the attaclt was
concelled, Subjcet statod thet his battalion would 1ttnck the camp in the near
futlire. Tho reports end incidents listed above indicate that the camp defenders
had reason to expect o probable larse scalce ~round attack, possibly supnorted by
armored vehicles. 8 result, the camp was supdlicd with LWWs, and the defanders
trained in their use, Approximately ten of the CTDT fired familiarization. Over
half the Smericans had fired a LAY prior to the attack.
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CUAMP LG VET SURVIVO2'S STATEDwarS -
TTC UAIEL F. SCHUISNL CONFIDENTIAL /9

b Sineo w. acquired {the Lao Bn (BV-33) plus som. 2200 depondents, il was ny
nalicy to xeen oac of the Company's three ficld sealas officers at Lang Vel to
coordinate the soncuwhnt comnlex tactical and refugoe situation. I relievad LTG
<oadlay, wy <0, the afternoon of & February,

NI

Lt about 1800 on 6 Fob Lang Vei was sudicetod bo aoroittr intenae mortar and

a24iller barrarc, o asked for count rfizc tfrom Kh. 3anh Combat Dase (¥5C3) and ;
cellvored counteriire from tha ¢omn, '

Hysolf, LT Ouy (LID3 83) and 1LT Quan, (LID3 Camn Com-ander) insnacted all
defunsive ositions at lrst licht (aboul 200G) and th-n I turnad in, T had soae
difficulty patting our northern most OF manncd that nisht, but rot SFC Lindoweld!s
BF platoen ont there, finally,

At about 070015 I was awakencd and teld that the camp was beine attacvcd by
tanks, I assured mysclf that this was true, instruacted GPF Willonmhhy to call for
air and artillery suprort on LangTread to the point at whrich the high spesd aporoach
anters the caup (104 Co sren), T also instructed that na request 2 flare ship and
ask for overvthing through narnlled channels (XSCE ane € Colo Then I went up to
organize tank killler detailg about OTO0LS,

By this time; the 105 IR was manned by SGT Holt and delivering offective fire
2 bie point at vhich the road from Lenp Troaisonters the ermp, T ecollected the
“ollowing personncl to assist me in conteinirpy the tonks that poratrat-d 10k Cot
110 Lonpgrear, 1IT Quy, SGT Fragos, SPS iic ifuriy, e l-ter, 1LT lkins,

Initially, I sont Fragos aid e Murry after all th: Li's ther could carry,

nlus hand propades, Ly 0100, the 106 B! fir: hnd knocv:d out two tanks at the wirce,

but two had nenstrated and one was practically on top of us, I'am not surc how many

vines he was struck by Talls, but at lqast five wors roo-ired to iwmmobilize hine On

aach impact, there would be a great showsr of orange sparts. ™ot the crow sarvivors

(3) erowlcd out, ILT Cuy snd T kill.cd fhom with pronades ond 84 fire. Thoy had AL L7's.

By this time the second tank had flraked the i:mobilized and dead first tank, It

closed to about ten meter of oup position, Duittoncd nwp ~ad firing the mo'n omimont

and CO=AX, 3By this time 1LT “ilkins had jeincd ws; v, wrar- toving eover br som. oo

z~ilon drums fiiled with rocks. I sent 1LT Longsrgarbrei dowm the TOC stairs to get

some more LiWs and grenades,  izamiils, thc mnin arwcs.nt hit our harrels and ecaved

in the entrance to the TOC. I later lonrnad thnt Lonsspemrraonorisd me as doad av

the time, and T can sco why. Of the four of us still fightine tho tank at that time,

g only 11 Guy was unscathed and kasping up o heavy volume of fire agzinst the Vi

: ~round clements swo followed the tanks in the attempt to ocutflank us, I am surc he

i swed onr lives. 1LT Yilkins wns knockad raconscicts ~nd crvshod bhetwen the barrels,

: SPS e irry was grovely wonnded,  fo conldn't sce niad both of his hands h-d been

[ menpgled, I was knocked hend over hoels by the concussion, but sustainad only a

light wound in the right hip ond a cut to wy loft checl and ear, as the erou

attempted to escape 1T Ouy and I killed tham, Thon in a »erled of comparatlve quiot

I took ¢ Murry sround to a pile of sandbams and tricd teo make him cemfortable, Ho

1looked to mc as if nc was out of it., Then I got Wil'tins awake and got him gituated.

ilo wns begining to comc around. I consulted with 1LT Quy and he sugmested we hide in
- £y
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a 0holl crotdr wntil dawm, L said "okay" but cvonts overtook us than, and I lost
track of 1LT Quy, Another tami had apwroached from the rear, I threw two grenades
under it and something (probably a LAW) hit it from the rear, The hatch popped

open and flame billowed out, No one made it out of that tank. It was in otherwise
pertact condition and parked right by the TOC tower, By this time (about 0309)

there were plenty of NVA around, in small proups on top-of the hill, T had two
marezines of 1116 and two 126 gremades left. 1LT Wilkins was now completely conscious
and called down the TOC {ower to let us in., I wasn’t ton keen on thig becanse T
suspeeted we would have a better chance if woe weren't pimned down., 5o T tock Wilking
and we crept dom to the tean house, I deoosited him behind the half finished bar,
and then stood in t'e middle of the building vhere I could observe both entrances, L
cut the inner tubes on the doors so they would stand onen, There were still
intermittent flarcs going off and I had a pretty good view, At 0330, I sar a party
of five NVA, threc with 4£-L7's and two with satchel charges apsroaching the Worth
door of the team house, I to0ld Wilkins to kcep quiei and I would have o shoot thom,
They apnreached all bunched up, When they were ive meters away I shot them all with
oie magazince, That left one magazine and two grenadcs, Then the tcam housc got a
satchel charge and small arms fire, I was hit in the right lower leg, but not enough
to immobilize me, I went back to Wilkins (vho was wcaponless) and briefed him,
telling him I thought we had better move out. He vas lucid by this time and suggested
we teke cover under the dispensary until daylight. T agreed, and we procecded thore
without incident, arriving about 04307 Feb., UWe hid there during a neriod that the
NVA, a platoon I would estimate, werestomping around in the dispensary, knocking

over bottles and ralsing hell in general, I overheard snatchas' of conversatvion, one
between a runner from battalion and a company conmander (Dai Uy, Dai Doi Truongs,
Before daylight we ccascd to hear anything from them and the people left tho
dispensary.

With dawn came some good air supwort (0700}, I could =1l by the ground fire
coming from around us that it wasn't time for us to come out yet., The air kept up
until about 0930 and we hobbled out from under the dispensary, using extreme caution.
Therc were two burncd out tanks just west of the dispensary that I hadn't seen before
that I assume werc knocked out by air, We cmcrged, and I tricd to sipgnal a FAC, Mo
waggled his winzs in recognition. I thought perhaps at this time we were the only
two alive on the hill,.

Since neither Tilicins nor mysel? were walking very well at. this time, we tock
it slow, trying to start every vehicle we came to, Hone wo: wed,. Then we spotted
some CRP and CSF, Thc CRP suggested we join him in his bunker, Ye agreed and wero
being assistcd in this dircction when we wewe taken under fire again, At thi® time
I was hit in the right upper leg hard cnough to put me dowm. Wilkins made it to the
bunker. The CSF helped me on down the road to the gate, where I met SFC Craig, who
practically carried me to the Lac Bil CP, where I received first ald.

From this point until ovacuation I operatcd the radio and coordinated with tho
TOC and FAC in oreparation for the evacuation of the rcmaining personnel.

/3. MDanicl F, Schungel
/%/ DAWIEL F. SCHUNGEL
LIC, Infantry
Commanding

g
B ' CONFIDENTIAL

;




CPT FMNK C, WILLOOUGHBY

CONFIDENTIAL | 1

Wg roccived L0-50 rounds of 152mm artillery in the afternoon of the 6th, All
rounds landcd in the southern perimeter wire, mostl~ in tnc arca of 104 Cempany
(southcast corner of camp), At about 1930, th: CIIG in 16k Co's arca reported
hearinz noises in Lang Troai (XD 780 3LL), They said that it sounded like cngincs
running. At about the same time, the Jioblle Strike Torce 2P west of the camp
reported hearing noises, Sergcants lianna and Lindewald were on this OP, At around
2100 hrs threa trip flares wont off in the arca of tho 'iobil. Strike Force OF,
Iiluminntion was fired with negative results, Voxt, sround 2200, a trip flare wont
off in 10k Co's area, 'hon the first triv flarcs wont off around 2170 in the area
of the Hobils Strike Force OP, first the OP ononcd wh with their small ams and
automatic weapons, and oroetty soon the entir: camp had joined in. The same thing
happenad at 2200 when the trip flare want off in 10k Co's area, They opened up with
small arms and automatic weapons fire and tlue entire camp joirned in, The first
indication of an actunl attack came at apnroimatly 2330 hours, A1 this time 10L
company reported that there were cnemy troops in the wire., 154 company o=cned up
with small arms ond automatic weapons fire, Wext, the iiGF OF startad roceiving
incoming mortor rounds, Iy observer in the tower of the TOC raportad seeing lights
on the road leadinz to Lanpg Treail. 4% this time, I alerted the artillerv in he Sanh
and also G Company at Dancng. About 15 minutes later, my coserver informed that
there were two tanks sitting in our outer porimet.r were belew 10k corpany. They
were sweeping thoe hiili writh thoir scarchlights, I wont up out of the TOC at this
time and verificd thot there were indecd two tanks setting there with their gsearch-
lights on sweening the hillside locking for our camp positions, I was informed
shrough an inverpreter that 10l Company was {ishting with encmy troopg in their wire,
We finally got our artillery mission 15 minutes after I had called for it, 3y this
tine, however, the tanks had alveady gotten into the wire. e had the tanks pin-
pointed for the artillery on the original missiion and my bigeest camplaint 25 the
dclay we exporienced ia setting the first mission fired, If we had receivew 1t in
time, we could have lmocked ou: the tanks in the wire, e vers manning our Lallls
anc. our 106%s, 10k Company lasted aboui U5 minutes, until 2 <sank got into their arca
and storted destroying their positicn with its main hattle pun. Two tanks were
mocked out in the wire with our 106 and thev were sitting there smoking. Another
tank came up by those two, making a total of threz that I had seen so far. This sther
4 pulled aro-nd the two that were destroyed and vclled into 104 Company. He
was blowing bunkers apart and finally 104 Company fell. Thesc troops nulled into -~
our inner perimetor and the positions which they had lefi were occupied oy the NUA,
The tank romained in 10L Company's arca, The naxt repert I received was that there
wus 8 bank coming up Highway 9@ just bolow Supply bunker number 2, 5t abont the same
time I was receiving reports that three tanks were ceming up Highway 9 just below
the MSF 0P, T also received a report that there were two tanks setting in the drop
zone between Highway 9 and Lang Vel village. The tenk that had been in 10L Company's
ares eventually moved on into 10L Ccmpany's areca, lic muy have been the onc that cano
wp Highway 9 below supply bunker number two but I remcmber later that I saw no break
in the wiro to indicatec that this was the same tank that had moved to Highway 9.

Yow, another tank came up behind the two that werc destroyed in the wire. Yo pulled
on through 10L Company's arca and on up to the top of the hill, His gun was pointing
west across the camp, At the same time a tank camc up from the Yest and began to
operate in 102 Company's arcz. This i probably the same onc that was obsarved
coming up Highway 9 below supply bunker number *wo, ''hile +his tank was working in
102 Compary, I rcesived reports that enemy troops had surrounded the MSF OP wcst of
tho camp, that the cnemy was manning positions in 10l Company's arca, and alsc that
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onemy troops were coming across tho wire on the north zi'e of the camp, Just baofore
10k Company fell, I observed what T thought to be an onenmy soldier with a manpack
flamethrower on his bhacli, I nover actually saw it canloyed, hat there mmr fires
going and this particnl r individual vas stending botwecn two of tho fires. I saw no
similar ap eratus being cav~ied by any of the other ¢mony troops. The only enemy
troops I had scen up to this time wore the onas in 104 Company's arca, 1 would
cstimate about a platoon in strensth was occupving positiens in 194 Company's arca
and perhaps anothcr sguad of sanpers just on the inacr perimetcr on the cast end of
the camp. The 1rocps that roportoedly enms from tue norlh and west I never saw. The
vroops on the northeorn side of the camp werc venortes te¢ me by LTC Schungel. The
oopb on tho wast nd ol the camp wor\, reporsed by thz comnander of 103 Comnany and
b Sergeont Ja.nm Scrgeant Hanna just said that ther wore surrcunded on tieir CF,
“hs POL dqump was gone, Tac Air, "CWOJ” FACs, =nd Spooky were all on station. Ve
were regelving pood scuplort from Khe Sanh at t s time, I guess about GOLS hovrs, I
was in, on, or ~roond the T at £11 tines, I nod oix woundnd Smericms in the TOC
with me, The flaroes from the cap 'm.d u“c.or‘pbu, sad o had reguested some fraw he
Sanh, The 8L ilortar pit on the Jast zidc of the camp was 'moeck.d out, Tho L2
mortar pit on the wast nide of the cmn w1t lnocknd outesas The remaining Amzricans

were manning the two 50 caliler machine gms ond the 104, The other 104, on the
Last side of the camp, hast bhoon Xnoeked out at abont L,OLS wours, L tank lmocicd

it out. Ve were emploving LAWs from 2L0D hours until 0130 howrs. Cur 106's ware i
caployed from 23L0 hours until OL1S hours at which time the lzst 106 was lnockad out '
by a tank, This 106 was on the west ond of the canp. At thic tim 2o, GNEmY 8anpIrs
were busy with satchel charges in 104 and 101 coap? nies zreas, The 104 company
personnel who had withdrawm into our inner perincior wove Tiring on th: sa
One ol the tanks ceme from the Wes’c., went ocioss 10L cowpany end fnte 161 company
an' blagted the bunkers., Wext, a:rnk from the west toolr ul station to the rear of
the (Ll wmortar pit on the Cabtr end o” the camp. This one kogcked out the 8lmm mortar
and “he 106 that I mentioned earlier. "o got him with a L4"¢ however, he continued
to fire his 50 caliber. Anobher tank ap: eared -~ th:.'% was tl"e £ifth once and came up
within ten meters of the main entrance to the TCC, LIC Schungels LT lonsseeeysand I
were standing by the door, They were manning I4V1s and T was m,jo.sti_ng; Zirc, T went
into the TOC. 4#bout 1} minutes later, LT lonyiypearcsic down 2lsc and abowt one
minute later wno tank shattersd the cirtrance o the TOC where LUC Scwinsel had been
standing. The tank remained out there Tox cbout 17 minutes. e denolished the
entraince to tie TOC and was workin, on thc tower, At this timc Scrpeant Zarly was
wvouidet, Mo was the observer in vhe tower of the TOC, A tanls oo the west end of the
canp pulled wn on the main road ruma’ng dowir the contor of the cams 216 loiocksd out
our last 105 or tae west end of the cam 3., o started roliing uwp voward The TCC, We
had tiro tzals o top of the n:.]J. N, vanls which Sergeant T veported as
coming up Iizinroy 9 in the vicindty of "o‘.‘-’ like Fores OF apgoreonvly aicniit cnter
whe caiyp perdacter wire, but Just sat oulsidc inste d, At this time both the
eatrance auc cxiv of the TOC were blocked and to my Mnelcedpge the persomncl in the
TOC were vae only remaining U,S. personn:l in the camp. The tiic as abeoul 0300,
Persomeld dn the POC includ.d myselif, I longgroar,Sergeant Prillips, raxly, Fragos,
Horeland, and Dooms.

Do thero also were the ViSE caip cowmonder, the VNSE Scrocant injor, the
Comany comanaer of 104 company, my interpyretor Minh, and a CiDG comro wzi.  The
tanlks finished ticir mopping up. Ouc was sitting on top of the TOC and worained
there coout 20 minutes, %hile he wes on top of us, he continued to f£ixc bhis
crmament, -oth the main gun and the cutomatic weapon. At the scime tize scichel
charges wore being throm down the main entrance md the tower, Our comminlcotions
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with the ovtside were gonme. The steiirray and the tower were knocksd out, Satehsl
ciarges and renades coume in sporedicclly for the noxt four hours, Just beforc we -
rcceived the satehels, 2 voice came down snring sowcthing like: "Tuis is LT Wilkins,

Jwaols dowa thore?  Tmmedintely thore ofter an avtomotic weopon was fired dowa tha
botrer,  Bullets ricocheted all over, Mhocver had called down thic tower shoke very
good Buglish, bub I didn't know if % was "ilkins or net. Wilizing told uc later
that ho had called down to vs, A ferr —imuves alter “ilkins e2l-ac ainovher veice
called downle People cl_sg to the volee said that it was Specialis® :.c urry. This
voice also was Tolloved by automatic fire into the TOC. Ve were recelviing satchel
chrer;ue and gromados, I hod extinpuishid »01 ldchts 4n the TOC. Commo was® lost with
all personnel on the hill and with C Compenys “e still had convacht wilth he Sanh.
This was about W00, As I said, we then wocaived four hours of satchel charges,
thema ta gronades, gas srenades enc 125 vy orenades. The ther:ite ‘revade was
throm com the vower at about 0600, cid it started a fire. Jrmedintely after it
vas turoun Gon bhe tower, gas arcuades - G2 or G - were throun in oa ws, followed
by savensl charges irom thoBast and West end of the TCC. The {ire vasa't soreading
bacausc there was very little ventilesion dorn there. T guess itv lacted adout 20
minubes. whe gas steyed around for a lon:, vime, T pave my mask Lo someons else and
I Y20t uy fecs very close to the floor o aveid the pas. When the thcraite and gas
arcancaes wens offy the sappers on ton of was TOC czlled down thra.gh the tower ond
the stairuay in Vietnamesc. They wera saying: "o are poing to blow un the bunker,
80 give upe" The indigenous troops all survendered, AlL I could sce werc black
shapes wmoving toward the door, but LT Longgrear moved to the duver and saw the
inligenous troops at the tup of the stairs being stripped down. All their weapons
wore boken civt 2 couple of the indigenous troops were stripped dowmn to their shorts.
Tolk ucs zoing back and forth between the and thoir coptors in Vistnoiese, One
the prisoncrs was shot on the spet by “he cnmermy. 7The weapon sourded like zn AK-L7.
LT Lonssrerr cmie backs The indigenous orisoners were narched to e top of the
TOC, and we could hear much talking in Vietinamese, IU lasted for ten or fiftuen
minvtos, Ve then heard much awtomatic wenpons fire, and asswacc bac prisoners hoad
been ldlled. Havever, the next morning, T saw no bodies. During the night I
remember observing one truck, 2% ton type oad not onc of ours, driviag down the
rocd varous vhe eamp toward the exit in vhie direction of ILong Troei. T fired on
it from the TOC with unknown results, To avsared $o be corrying bodies. Trucks
scaiad. 0 be noving back ~nd forth across tue comp until ebout 0530 or 0600, it
about 0430, the ¥VA started digging o hole dewm the Morth side of whe T0C, Satchel
chorres and srenndes vore having no effcet on the inside of tuu WO0C, They wers
apparently di<ing 2 hole six or scven f2ct decp, closc to the vont, The digeing
stopped and tnerc was much tnlking roing one Anolhor grennds was tosscd in, and then
the soteucl chorses in the hole wenv off, »lowing out o portion of the north w2ll,
Tt left o hole cbout six feel across and four foct high, The cnemy tarcw fragmenta-
tiun zronade turough this hole, At chovt O705; T was wounded by o frogu.nt-tion
groapde ond L possed out at nbout 030), Ve had been trying to cot ovxr PRC Th back
in oporation, Cormmo with Kne Sanh nnd been lost twico. Ve were wob in commo wibh
Serpocut Ashley and the Laotian Batoalion ot the old camp at this time, The last
convnet T hod with anvore on the top of the comp was when I henrd Serseaxnt Tiroch on
the rode saying: "7 have one round left. The tanks orve coming rishnt ot us " Thet
wog our dast camo with the top of the hill ond care around 0200, '™en I come to,

we hod reesivlished commo with Jerseunt Croig at the Lootion position, and with
FAC, T came to ou zround V1(J heovse I Lecrned thot we hod besn in contzet with
FAC for two hours. T was informed tiact Sergeant Ashley ond o recchtion force were
trying to reach us, They weru in the vieinity of Supply binker nurber two ard were
on forth try. Ashley was taking smnll crms, automotle wazpons, and mortar fire and
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had to pull back, He made another try ~ad wrde it to the East 8lma mortar pite A
lorge vollor of ~utometic weapons cad smell rms fire come along the top of the hill,
Comtminications was lost with Lshley. Sovreont Tirech cime up on the PRC 25, T got
on s horn n~nd was talking to my toms seriamt and to 17C Scingel, 1Tho were ot
vhe old camp Long Vei. Serpecnt Tiroch with the reaction foree was somowhere
botwacn the twe comps and wos receiviug incoming aptillery. Jic had to withdrow, I
telked to FAC oud he sadd he hed adr suplort on call, fifteen or ‘wonty rinutes out.
Wo devised o plan for an escope attempb, Vo lmew there wos still avntounbic veapons
and sa2ll awius Tira on top of the hill, and to the best of our knowledge the enemy
was sitting on top of tho TOC. In twenty wainutes ATE Skyroiders owx in ~nd I told
the YAC where T wanted the ormdnance, They dropped 25C. Ab, bombs thirty to 100 feot
from our pusition, After they hnd oxpended theixr bombs, they made rurs with the
20mm, Add firdas cacsed from on top of the hill. We were still gotting occnsionnl
greondes burown in on us. T new heard firing coming frem the north axt cast portion
oA 7 tho coip, and I request bombs, nopeli, and strafing runs to be wlaced on those
locations. I gob the troops tegether, 411 bub two of them werc wounded, MWorelend
had . been hit when the sappers blew the north wall., Ve tried to get Lim up but he
was fronbic ond began flinging his fists and arms, kicking and yellin: ot the top of
his lungs. With the amount of injured people that we had on our honds, the decison
was made S0 leave Horeland there. e lost commo with the FAC 2ad the 20 stoppad.
Ve clizmbded oub of the TOC and weceived five from the czst end of the camp. e moved
out in the direction of supply bunker number two, filtering out in oies and twos.
Sergsant rhillips and I earried Sergeant Varly out, L7 Ouy, V.GF, met us ot the
front gate with o jeep. We put everybody in the jeep ard went back to the old camp.
Time: about 1600, The old comp was receiving morter firc toce 1 requested the FAC
to place bombs on the entirc hill with the ewxception of the TOC, and thcy did. L7TC
Schungel was trying to get medewnc ships ine. Apporently he had been woriking on it
for quitc some time, I got the breckdovn on whet actually happened cnd then we
prepored fow the medevae, potching wp to wounded, Marine Cii-S3's, gunships, AIE
Skyraiders, ~ud Jeto were on stotions Major Quamo's chopper came in and ITC Schungel
and  three men who couldn't walk wore placed on this choppere Then the bl ships
came in togethey with the € & ¢ element whlch procceded to set up the perimeters The
Iaotiens and wy troops werc being cvacucteds The exiiltrotion was being coordinsteds
¥ajor- OQuomo handled the enbire operction. At oround 1639 or 1700, I wos medevzeed
on vie 6th or 7th chopper. To recai, I sow a total of § tonks, 1 truck, and cbout
Lo-50 A during the zbtock. I henrd cboubt a totnl of 13 tenks sa well 2s enemy
troo» couccitrations on the northeest and wost sides of the camp. I cbsazrvad
brecenes in the camp wire on the South and Horth sides. The south breach appeared
to be made by tenks cnd the north breach by troops. I saw three hodias wien I was
leaving the hill, Two were CIDG end I would say one was an I'Wa, He wes irearing 2
grey oclkd uniform, but had no weapon or headgsere The two CIDG bod their corbines
loying by them. I didn't fire ony IA7T!s, bul I7G Schungel told me later thst he hod
five LAM'g of top of tho hill that wouldn'!t fire. I saw one fired. Tt scored o first
round hitv on the lower turret., It hit ot an obligue angle ard I guess it dida't do
any domogos 1 heard IT Wilkins say thot scme LAWIs didntt fire, I also heard that
e tanks verc knocked out with LaWta,

14

/8 fFrenic Co Willcughby
/t/ TRAVK C, WILLOUGHBY
cpr, 05320257
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1LT TUCMAS . WODD CONFIDENTIAL /é

I arived in Iang Vel the afternoon of S Februaryfor the mvrsese of repeiring

the Speeial orces air strip. 4t 1300 hovrs & February the nowr Speclal Forces camp :
at Lang Vel peceived heavy bowbardment from cnemy artillerye LOsS50 rourds wero i
counsod Loand n within the perimeter of $he c¢ump in cnproximotely one hours tinme,
4t 2330 hours 6 February tho camp come undsr heovy ~ttack by enaivy artillery, mortar
a1t swall cuas £ivo, I wes in supply bunker Y1, At 0100 hours 7 i"’\bmm", T
ousurved ~n encryy tank drivo in front of :ir pociticn hocding din ‘bn, diruction
of tie ©0C, I wont to the rsar of tue bunlor ©o sccure soe {,Tom des taot were
located in whne fixrican living quortcra. iy position took o dirced hiv Zrom on enemy
crtiller - round wvhile T wos tryving Lo loezte said grenndes. T diucodictely vacated
the new distroyed bunker and pruzecded to the cmsraency nediccl bunker located

cross from supply bunker #1e T had just recchod the medical bunker when nn enemy
’oa: 12 S'i:oppurl in front of the entrance ef scid bunker ond firved o romnd oint blank
into the stadvwey, eaeny granndes wore tien ploced into the ronning opsning. Lnother
tonl: ol positioned dts2lf in front of the rear exit of the medicdbunler ord it
Iived into the rear door. The tuo tonis thon departed. I obscrved anovna tonk
drive past tae froat entrance of my position he~ding toward tlm T0C,; this tanl was
followed b~ about 50 enemy broops. I deeiced to romnin in tuc wxmlcbr wntil morning
aind waen sce wact the situntioh was. It eosearced thot the cnorry hrd convrol of the
arer cround iy Dosition if nobt the eontire camp, TFrom about 0220 hours o 1600 hours, .
the tonks vers quite active in the cren, AL 0630 hours 7 Febrvorr, 2ll smcll arms
fire had quiv ond no tanks were scen or heard, I did ovserve cnowy trooc walking
and talldng in my area; they eppeorsd nowanl, I iisured thet s Coyip UnS now
convirolded o7 the cenemy, I planned to it $ill nieht and try to T - E to ¥he Sanh,
At zhout 0000 hours american oir strilcs were storted on the corn ibsell The eneny
Wondd cuastoutl,r Wnress the planes 1i.ta auconatic wenpors ond. sinll cme fire from
witiin the campde At 1400 hours I obsorved holicoptors circling the comp, this led
me to belive that there were imericans oti1L allve in the TOC and that they had

2210 conhact with e planes, Betweon 1100 hours avd 1700 hours Yie barding end -
strafing increased. At 1700 hours I left {le medical burker and ran to the TCC in
hopes thnt some fmericans ould be in that arec, I drew avtomaiic Treanons and smell
arms Nire from wy rear only. T reached the 70C ond found thah tie oericns had
t,l'cher left prior to my arrivwal or had beeo.. kiliad. The TOC was conpletely destroyed
and .o lopge hole blewn through one side, 9ns Lmericon was found buricd i the
debris; he appeared dead, I immedisucly ment oubside ond saw o holicopter lecve the ‘ !
adlr stri) located near the old Specinl Yorces camp cboub nile osr2ye I then :
procecced in the most direct route to the air strip. I reccival small arms firc
from the top of the damp, but once I was over the side o the hill on waici the ecanp
was sitvated I did not cncounter ammore cucmy fire, At the cir strip T found four
Lmericons from © 2 C detachment and vas told thot o heliz oybcr rould =ick us wp in a
few winutbes, (Durinrr my stey at the S.¥, comp I did not sec eny cnamy bodies, I did
80 warcc or four CIDG bodics, one locatod o few metors behind the mediaal bunker
and the obhers locnted in the road going from the aew S.T. cawd o the olr strip.

T did no% sco any enemy tanks destroyend in the arcals I wos r,rg.;lsported from the i
air strip to $he LHanh where I received msdicel zttention for o :ainor v.ound received
by tho tenk thot destroved the reor exdt of the medie~l bunker, T lcit Koe Sanh
about 1300 hours and orrived in Deacng crowsd 2000 hours 7 Fodruiryse

/8/Themas T, Todd
/87 THOIAS T, 1O
LT, 05,235 936
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At approxtinotely 1800 on 6 February 1968, Crmp lang Vei started to receive an
artillery barrage, &t first it was my thought that this was Just a continuation
of the harrassing fire that we had receivad during the last week or 50, the 5th
being without any incicent. I was in the TOC at the tine the rounds started to cae
in, The initial rounds hit in 10k caupany; SGT Frugos went there to aid tie wownded
(only two WIA), I linked up with him and we mzde an attempt togather to find the f
direction from which the rounds cams hy analywing shell holes and using the lensaiic ‘
compass, Wo informed the TOC that the rounds came from VIC ¥D760325, This is the
only place we saw flashes, but over the HT-1 we heard olher cobscrvers call additiensl '
locations. Aftor waiting for 1 fevw minutes in order to adjust artillery I zot ’
frustrated, since no friendly wrtiliery was to he heard or scen, and vent to the L2
position approximately 30 meters to the Yest of the T0C, LTC Schungel md 11T . -
Longgrear were already in this position, e put ihe L2 %#n a3 near a firing
position as possibla toward the enemy guns. Then msirg mazimum chargo, 1LT'Longgrcar
passed the Hels rounds to LTC Schungel, he passcd thes on %o me and I dropped them
in the tube. We got the idca that wo may have cune rrotiy close te the enemy cuns
beeause in dropning a total of 6-3 rounds, after cach romnd a step wp of activity
was noted from the othzr side and we'd got three cr four behind .md in front of the
‘ L,2. We also heard meny more rounds going over tho camp, I assume the majority of
§ , the rounds vent tc Xhe Sanh, but I did notice a mwriber of tham oxploeding Vie -
0797379, 7This puxaled us, bub it also scemed huncrous to us because at least, we
could see that cvery thing wasn't going exactly right with the enany puns, I don't
lmow exactly when fhe Sanh started to return firc on the locations we had given. h
i . It scems to me that it was aftor we had talcen tre majority of LO or 60 rownds, TFrm
thes: anti-artillery barrages SFC Ashley (on the old camn) reported a sccondary
explosion VIC XD770320, About this time the puns from Loas quit firing at Lang Vei,
although rounds werc still golng into Kho Sanh for some time, At about 1800 or 1930
all the enemy fire ccased,

RECR T
R s VTP 7Ny S ow. > W,

: I went back to the TOC, which was my woridng and sleeping area and kept dbusy

i ‘ until 2300, T was aware of scme sort of trouble with SFC Lindewald's #SF platoaen,

; It scems that the indigenous trocvs did not wint to stay on the OP because they had

: scen beaucoup VO, The oxact outcame of this is unknown to me, although I lmow SFC

; Lindewald and S¥C Hanna werc on the OP with a nurber of indigenous troops at the

i time of attack, I went to sleep ot aboul 2300 and was awakened at about 2L00 or

: : some minutes later, I don't lmow who ewakened me, bub the sentence that stuck in

i mny mind was "therc are tanks in the wire " I ras to the L,.2 mordar adjacent to the
alternate commo bunker and started to fire illumination towards the Southeast,
where taniks had been reported, Intemittently we dropped a few rounds of K.E.,
Thinking that there was possibly a ground ossaull clenent behind the tanks., At
this time SPL Dooms, 853G Thompsor, SFC Burle and nycell were in the L.2 pit, We
were joined zbout 15 minutes later by SFC Craiz and SPS Phillips who had been hit
by fragments in the face and werc both almost deaf, It must have been around 0030

. that I saw SFC Holt at the direction of the tanks, Since there werc plenty of

[ people in the L.2 pit at thils timo and SFC liolt scemed to be alone, 1 ran o his

- position to aasist nhim by loading the projestiics. This was actually the first
time that I had secen the tanks and I noticed by the illuminalion that two of them
were sltting still and burning right at the outer perimeter, Another tank was

: moving around tbe two wrccks, The 1llumination went out at tiiis time and SFC Holt

1 _ was unable to sge his target through the sight. Seconds later another ilumination

popped and SFC Holt apparently got on targot, beczuse ho fired the 106 and the

which was now samc distance inside the perdmecter took a hit and went up in {lames.
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At this time I noticed that therc was only one round of ammo 1ift at the position,
I Joaded it into tho chambor and SFC Helt hit the last tank onc mors time to finish .
the kill, if ncccesary., This must have been at 0U100; both of us left the gm, SFC . |
Holt ran to the amme bunker to lock for LAW's and T von back to the L.2 bunker, This
is the last time I consciously saw SFC Holt., As I rcturncd te the L.2 pit » tank
was approaching from the East side hoading for the TOC. Seomehow T got a JAV into my |
hand; I don't know who pave it to mo, It was in firing position with oxception of i
tliec safoty »t the front of the vcar sight. I pull~d the szfoby forward and attomped $
to fire tho LAW, but it failsd to fire, At thisz tin. the tanlk had stonmped zhout 100 [
neters from the TOC and wns firing its G, Then the interpreter Tiep called from the

top of the team housc v sshallthat a tank was moving Yest towards his pesition on f
hWighway 9, LLT "lking had two LAVs and got to the Tastern cdpe of the top and was i
preparing to {irs 2t the tank, 3t this time thore was a lot of confusion because !
somo unknom Victnemese started peinting at the tank saying "CIDG", We were happy

as conld bo for a moment because we actually bolicved thot the CIDG had captured the
tank, But when 1t started to move ot us apain we decided very quickly that sincs
CID3 had no troining in driving a tank it rust b2 onomy, 11T "Hlkins fired a IAW at
it hitting it in the front ond with wnlmown results. The trnk stopned again,
apparently to find out wherc he was being atbacked from, 1LT Wilkirs attennted to
firc the sceond LAW and it failed to fire, The tank storted to move again and
overyone went in scarch of LiWs, 8SG Thompson storted to shoot 1i-79 grenades alb it
with unnoticable affects, I throw two or thre: gronades at the tanks tracks and
raar ond with wnnoticanble effoct.,  Other poople also threw gronades, SFC Burle came
up with a numbor of Lil!s from somewhere., 1LT Wilkins took threc of them and fired-
them ot the tank now locnted ~djocent to the dispensary, Two of the L'Ws misfired,
one struclh the tank on the rear of the turret. 1LT Wilkins then took two more Livig -
ard followed the bank as it moved toward 102 compwmy on the western side of the camp.
One of the LAW warhcads detonated in the left tread of the tank with wnnoticenble
cffoct and the other one missed the tank completolyv. 11T Wilking crme back for

more LAWs and conbtinued to follew the tank, 5t this time an srtillerv round landed
in the POL dump wost of the L.2 pit and sct it on fire, Tho ianks ovtline could be
sewn directly bchind it, SSG Brooks and mys2lf ran to the top of the teamhousc and
got the 50 cal, KG with an cnormous belt of armor picreing oo md set it up and
began firing at the tan't and saw sume sort of sceondnry explosion in or bechind the
fire, but I couldn't be sure of the results of the rounds, £t this time (it must [
have been 0200 or 0230) we started reccivirg ' fire from the tank that had by now }
closed with the TOC and already had blown away the stairwell with its MAJOR calibor, i
5FC Craig, SSG Thompson, SSG Breoks, SPL Dooms, VilSF 5Gi DAY and some other |
indigenous werc all crowded in the L.2 pit now, ‘% were wndecided on what to do i
for a while, then ran and crawled for the westorn side of the team housc., Apnrox
20-30 GIDG were ammroaching in a single linc from 102 comneny aroa another tank or '
armored personncl carrier had come out of 103 compony snd was heading past the
western supply bunker toward the L.2 pit. It wns nlso firing its i10. Wo came to a
docision to B & E through the northern perimcter, since this se med to be the only
place werc there was no visible activity, As far as I could sea thare was SFC Craig,
835G Thompson, SFC Burke, SGM Day, myscelf and from LO-50 CIDG & IISF. Ye had made our
way through the inner wire barrier at once and werce in the process of going over the
triple concertina when our group started roceiving heavy MG fire from the eastern
portian of the camp, Bverybody except SFC Croig, myself rond about 10 USF apparently
got over the wire barriers and outside, We giayed since spooky and artillery

11l umination was still lighting up the camp and in turn our eschpe route, Ye
remained In shallow ditches for sbout five minutes until the 1llvmination cessed for
a time and thcen rushod through tho wire and went about 100 meters further into a
clump of bamboo., %o staved thoro for appraximately fiftcen minutes to cne hal_ij
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’ 7 en hour until CHU's were dropping all around us, SFC Craig, ryself and one MSF were

hit by some type of fragments, At this time the remainder of the liSF with us took
off and SFC Craig and myself were alone, We moved another 100 or 200 meters and
found a sort of drv creckbed or washout and stayad at,ths edge of it for the
reinainder of the night, Ye could still hear the tan'ts engines in the camp to oor
rear and a constant sound of exnlosions and G fire, At abeut 0320 an arc lirht
started in the direetion of Laos and apparently was moving towards the woestorn cdeé
of camp, Not too much later a jot airecraft dropped from 3-5 Lombs in our vicinitv,
One of the baabs threw clwmps of dirt and shrapnel all sround our position, It scemad
that around 0400 the activity in canp was slowing dowm, but small arms ead il {ire
still persisted around our hiding place, Treswned by vis te be G L3, 037, WA firing
at each other. We heard the firing and some movement around onr vosition for the
rest of the night, it dagbresk firing becane sporadic, until firing startad up
again in the direction of the camp. We then had high hopoo that the cnyp wras still
in friendly hands and started to move back to a position where we conid obzerve the
camp, At this tine we saw (vhal we later found out to he SFS Ashleyis assavlt) a
group of peonle ou the eastern slone of ths camp, Somehow we decided that they were
friendly and stepped out into the open waving our hands. Sine: we didntt recelve
any fire we moved to the zazt to attempt to link un, Alor; the way T caw one dead
HVA in the wire near a blown away section., As ve caae up on highwar 9@ from the
north, I saw & number of people aleng the road sitidnz down and facing toward the
camp, At this time I got the scare of my life becavse all 1 could sce was WV.. caps
and AK-L47's, Looking closer I noticed that there wars also camouflsgad sulis and
carbines and BAR's, Then I remembered that the Lactinrsalso wore hats and had a
number AK-L7!s, As we stepped out on the road, we saw S7C ignley on the redic, SPL
Jolnson and SGT Allen., We joined thea in the nexd zsscult on 101 comprny arsa.
There were approximately one squad of NVA 4n the bunkers between 101 company and

the TOC, They were throwing grenades and npparently had 2 MG and some other
automatic weapons, We tried 2 head on assault the first time, but as soon as we
roceived a burst of automatic fire the Laotisns broke and ran making it impossible
for us to continuc the nssanlt  As we vithdrew to 2ilow the FAC Yo place airstrikes
on the area, I saw LTC Schwngel limping down highway 9 inside camp being a2ided by
twp CIDG, SGT Allen and myuelf went after him and brought nim the razmaining
distance outside the perimeter, After the completicn of the airstrike, we wvent up
agein to assault the NVA's vesition only tc be met by the same amowmnt of firenowsr.
Although this time SGT Allen had taken an element along the risht flenk, Of course,
our "fearless" troops ran again. 4t this point SFC lAshley docided to get a 57 BN
from the Lactians in the old camp and attempt to drive the Wit out of their positicns;
in the meantime, I saw three CIDG and 1LT Yilkins coming along highway 9 ncer the
CRP I barracks. I got four or five Lagtians to a’d trc CIDG and I helped 1LT Tilkins
toward the gote and took him back to the old cwmp In the Jeep that had been brought
from the old camp., During this time, SPL Johnson was shooting the 57mm at tha
bunkers and SFC Lshley's crow had made another assauit, ‘hen T refurned; they wers
on the bottom of the hill again. SFC fLishley was calling for more strafing runs
and bombs. Then we went up again, This time I found zn abandened O0mm mortar and
with the assistance of SPL Johnson dropred three lI. and one P on the enemy
position about 5O meters away. The next H.Z. reund " nizfired go we 1left the wortar
and continued the assault, SFC Ashlcy was in the center, SPL Johnson or the left
flank and SGT Allon and myself wn the right fiank, "2 wvere mal'ing cropress in
driving the VA back and had winged a fow with automatic woapons fire and grenades
whon the Laotians pulled out on us again, Thoy had seen SFC Ashley got hit and
decided to run again, OSGT Allen and myself start:d to drag SFC Ashley sway from the
nlace where u¢ had been hit, out of the line of fire. During this time the WA cut
loose with everything they had, The VHSF, who at this time scmewhere te our rear
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finally got some Laotians topcther after our begring for holp, They aided SGT Allen
i removing SFC Ashley the remainder of tho way, SPL Johnson, who had joined us
from the left flanlk, and myself covered the withdrawal of the carrving party.

Yo got SFC Ashley into the joop {still alive by mouth to mouth respiration by <o
SGT Allen) »nd took him to the old camp for piclk up by the IDEVAC which T had
requestod thru LTC Schungel, SFC Aghley was still in the jeoep and SPL Johnsen was
giving him mouth to mouth respiration when artillery rounds from Laos started to
come in to keep the heliceptor from landinz. One round landed 10-15 metors from us
knocking out SP4 Johnson, killing SFC Ashley, and putting a piece of shrapnel in my
wriste The timc wos about 1100 on the Tth, The old camp received combinucd artillory
and mortar £ird, At about 1L0O the group from the TOC effected their break out
under aircover, Helieopters stavted to como in wnder mortar and artillery fire at
about 1630 and oxtracted us to “he Sanh,

/s/ Potor Tiroch
/t{ PATER TIROCH
3SG B6, RA 17 53L 211

ELNUEL E, PHILLIPS

At aporoximately 1800 hours 6 February 1968, the camp received LO~50 rounds of
estimated 155wm artillery from Vicinity Co Roc WTW in Laos., Firc missions were
supplied by Harines on two suspected positions. i secondary explosion was reported
Vic XD 73332L, We were unable to det a TFAG,

HSI® platoon was manning the OP to the West of camp reported several times
during evening the presence of large mumbers of IWA to tre northwest and sonth of
their postion, The USASF with the platoon (SFC Linderwald and Hanna) report-d by
radio that they pers.anally had secn no enemn,

As A-10L radio suncrviser, my alert position aune slrening quarters were
located in the TOC. I was awakcened at anproximately midnight and told that there
vore tanks advancing on the camp's southern perimeter. L first made sure That all
the USASF were alerted. Then contacted iiarine artillary and requested fire on our
southern narimeter, raference the camps night defensive fire plan. Simultcneonsly,
S#C Hanna reported the OP as being under heavy mortar and antenatic weanons sttack,
Two artillery missions were called ine defensc of the GP before radio contact waa
I Aad At last 1adlo contact was torained wihh the 0P AN WVrcnon s mamsmantad +hat R0
SN Ve ELR") QL laulliv vunivall iy wao .L‘u(;,a‘l_ll\_’,kt VI UL LiMG Wi g W0 sddldlla L GiJVL Wl vilte v oe

lindewnld was pravily wounded, and that the OP was still under heavy attack.

After losing radic contact with the 02, under CPI 1loughby's direction, =211
efforts wer: dirccted toward stopping the tanks and coordinating air support, By
the time, five or six artillery missions had bezn d-livered by the ilarines on the
sounthern appfoachcs to the camp and had been adusted up to the onter wire., Tanks
had been reported to be controlling the 10L Co drea (S.T. Corner) and NVA were
reported in the bunkers A large troop concentration was reportod on tlie nerthem
perimeter and VI as called,
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Two tanks were roported knocked out at the camp's southern entrance, All USASF
persomnel wero attampting vo ongage the tanks with the weapons available excopt for
Command and Camo pers inside the TOC. 106 R}, IAWs, and 50 cal AP were used by the
US.SF porsonnel. CIDG used gronades, 30 eal @G and S7ma RR,

During the battle, six tanks were reported to tha TCC as being disabled. Eight
USASE persamel became trapped in the TOC when a tenk pulled on tep of 1it, Under
its covor; sappors uscd grenades, satehel charpes, tozr gas and dncendinry
ajainst the personncl inside. ilumerous charges and grenades were put down
shinfts before tear gas was introduced, Incendiary grenades wore put in on top of
the gas. At this timo, ~11 VESF who were in the bunker, went outside and surren-
azred, Their fate is wnlmorm,

prenades
the air

During the nigh%, six of the eight UIADY personnel dnside the bunker wore
Jounded,

The last attempt to destroy the bunker was wmade at dswm, Two large charpes
were put down the vent shaft on the North side of the hunker, partialiyv blowing
the wall away. After day light comme was reestablished with USASE personnel at
the old camp site, and also with TAC,

The USASK porsomcel on the old site made several attempts {using Laotions) to
reach the TOC, but were driven back, When it became evident that no relief was
coming, CPT Willoughby called all available air on the hill, ™ ~n the air sirike
was lefted; the trappcd personnel made it off the hill while the aircraft made
dummy runs to kesps enemy heads down,

It was nccessary to leave SP) Moreland behind, due to his being in a camplete
atupor and becoming violent when disturbed., This was due to head wounds received
during the sapper attack on the TOC,

/s/ Fmanuel B, Phillips
/t/ FirRUSL Bl PHILLIPS
535G, PA 19 531 361

JTICTOLAS FRAGOS

Tor me the action in Lanpg Veoi started at 06 Fepruary at 1290 hours when I wont
on guard, Tho weather was clear -vith small clouds at 2000 £3. At about 06 2300
bours a trip flare went off in the south outer perirmetesr of the carp on the road
leading to Lang Troai, iiost of the camp onenzd up at this 1ime since all of ug
expected an attack in the near future, After 15 minutes everyone stopped firing
and again: all was noxmal. At 070015 hours another trip flare went of7 in about the
same area, At this time I saw two men cutting the wiro in front of e vehicle. The
vehicle later was identificd as a tank. Both men weroe cut down by small ams firc
from the camp perimeter. At this time the tank turned on its spotlight fur sgbout
30 seconds and "G~2d" the area before tunning over the wire.
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I ran down to the TOC and revorted what I had withosscd to~the €O mnd to LTC
. Sghungel, LTC Schungel came out with me to see it with his own oyes, The tank had
mumentarily stopped and was shooting away at the bunkers in 10h compary area with its

: main gun and machinegun, Immodiately I went to get some IAUs that I had by my guard !
: : position. I ceme back and started arming them. 7T manaped to load them, cne Ly one Co
headang emover to LIC Schungel. e fired ai the two tanks visible, A4 this time !
we heard the 106 recoilless fifle fire at the tanks, Une of the taiks caught on i
fire, We ran out of LAYs so 1 went to pet sone more from the L,2 mortar pit, it oo
this time the L.2 crew was putting out illumination for the camp, !
i
!

I prabbad L LiWs and procceded to crawl back -towacds ine TOC gince thare were

groon tracers going over my head coming Trom the Hordh side of the wire, T reloaded

all the LAYs, gave two to LIC Schunpel and kept two. -iv first LAY misfired or

d-dntt firc at all, T was aining the other one at a tank coming up the hill in 10L :

cnapany. This one scemad to have landed betwean the ground amd the front track of i
! the tank. Right awar I received machinegun fire from the tan so I went to L7C
Schungel's position. Me couldn't get the safety out of one of the LiTs, I =laved
with it fur a fow minutes but was still wnable to take the safety of ., I went down
the TOC with the LAV to got a sharp instrument but ves 5till unable to remove the
damn thing so I left the LAY thers, I told the CO that I was getting some fire
from the Jorth wire at which time he procceded to ¢21l V.T. on that arca, Going
back outside, I saw thai the tank had reached the top of the hill about 1GO meters
from the T0C, LIC Schungel fired one of his Li's and struck the side of the tank
with a big splash of firc, The tank kept on novine towards the 3ru company area,
Someone had brought another LA'T so LTC Schungel, SFC Holt, SPL Horeland and myself
made o mad charge towards the Bru cemmany area whams the tank was and attempted to
fire the LAW, It didn't go off so we siarted shooting at it with M-18s and throving
grennadas, with no succuss. Vo moved back towards the TOC af which time somcone
asked for some C-h, S8PL Morcland and I moved to the L,2 pit and were on our way
to the ammo bunker for C-l when the fuel dump noext to it blew up into roaring flame,
Unable to move towards the ammo bunker I found two more Iii's and SPl Moreland and
myself moved back towards the TOC.

Back at the TOC was LTC Schunjel, SPL Mc Murry mnd 1LT Wilkins, T gave
someone a LAY and attempted to fire one myself with no success, T started firing my
M.16 toward the south fence where I saw anothsr tank anproaching the wire. I saw
e cne tank to my left moving towards the TOC so I went downstairs as 1 had expended
all my ammo, Downstairs one of the MSF SGT's and one Interpreter were wounced so I
win% to work on them with the medical chest I had in the TOC, The whole front door
of the TCC had been blovm away by a round from the tank. 1LT Longgrear had come
down the stairs and said he had seen four sappers and shot three of them nser the
81mm mortar pit. 4 tank was heard near the TOC so we assumed that LTC Schungel hac
he TOC for a while except the commoe and the
wounded in anquish. There were about 25 Vietnamese packed into the TCC. Amidst all
‘ the gorrerien wWe heard a large explosion from the towsr of the TOC so we imagined it
i was blovn away by the tank. Hand grenades staried dropping dewn the tower and a
burst of flame cxploded. Later we found out it was an incendiary grenade, The
place caught on firc from all the paper laying around the TOC, On top of that; the
gmoke was 8o thick that it made visibility impossible, The smoRe also made breathing
impossibic unless you laid fiat on the floor. I scrombeled around in the durk and
found a gas mask which I ghared with the camp commander for a while, Next someone
said "They threw somc gas". I saw the VNSF camp commander coughing and speeking
some Vietnamese to his people and the next thing I saw was all the Vietnamesc make
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it to the outside of the TCC including our Interpreter. I waited about five minutes
and went towards the door of the TOC, I heard s meone calling us in Enplish and I
shoved my head slowly by the door and locked up outside of the T, The stairs and
the cover of the stairwell were blown off. Oulside was real light from spooky
dropping flares, 1 saw five or six Vietnamese lined up around the exit on top and
my interpreter asking me to come out, T started to ask him something when I saw the
head of an ®VA with a camouflaged steel pot and an AK-50 folding stock pointed zt
the prisoners. I pulled back from the door and heard the click of a grenade follow
me and 1 screamed "grenade" while seckiny cover in the floor, The grenade Blew up
and 1 got a small piece of schrapnel in the left elbow, I managed to move junk on
top of me since more grenndes were tumbline dowm the staircase. Another English
speaking volce asked for the captain and if he had 4 weapon, Someone said yes and
moere hand grenades came dowm, A% times b scunded as if someone was crawling dowm
the stairs towards us. 1LT Longgrear, 3Pl Morcland and 1 stood by the door walting,
Then we opcned wup at the same time towards the door to discourage enyone from
coming down, I went into the CO's room to gev some ammo and a huge charge and
explosion came down the air vent imocking me unconscious. “hen I awoke it was aboub
0330. I could not hear anytning at this time. iy cars were bad fram firine the
LAWs, yet I could hear digring outside the 700, But heard nothing inside the TOC,

I assumed that everyone was dead so I slowly erawled under the CO's bed, The smoke
was so bad that T started tbhrowing up and somcone said shhh! (shut wp). Tt scomed
strange that somecne clse was alive, but playing dead, so I cravled closer to the
wall put on my gas mask and waited. There was 5till dipging poing on above me and
hand prenddes dropping dovm the air ventsy; Lbout daybreak T heard the sound of an
airplanae, Yext I heard what I kmew to be A-1 sloraiders diving and dropping bembs
on the camp. This went on during the morning., ‘e fipured that the UVA had left the
nill but every time the planc made a puss, a machinegun on ton of the T0OC would open
up on the aircraft, Some time in the morning we pgot radio contact with 1A, SFC
Ashley, informing us that he, along with a small forc:, was closing in our location
to rescue us. 7This of course nade all of us verv happy until we heard a firsfight
outside and a call on the FrC-25 from SFC Ashley informing us that he was unadle

to reach the TUC because of enemy resistance. Later on Ashlev contacted us saying
that be was once again in the process of coming to oul rescue, Again, as tirice
bafore, a firefisht wos heard outside and the information came to vs via PRC-2% that
a1l attempts had failed to rescue us., It was past 1200 hours and I had my hends
full trying to calm down SPi Horeland who had earlier in the morning been hit in the
head by the cxplosimn in the air vent, the largest cxplosion of the whole affair,
Ho was semiconscious, screaming when someone touched him, unable 1o recognize or
understand anyilhing said to him. Fealizing that morphine vas contradictory in head
injuries I found it necessarv to give him a morohine syrette L.M. to keep him quiet
as 1t was the only way possible that we could make the cnemy think that we were
dead,

A-1 Skyraiders made pass after pass dropping their load of napalm and baabs.
About 1L00 hours I once again saw the captain digring himself out of the rubble,
I had thought him dead since the first blg explosion in *the TOC tover, ’

There were éight of us now., We werc all injured in one way or another except
the twe cammo people (Dosms and Phillips). ‘le decided that it was getting late and
1t would be suicide to stay herc another night. We had boen without water or food
for over 2l hours, Evervone was physically exhausted and close to the point of
shock, I had fhrown up about ‘zeven times all through the night from the smoke znd
the gas cavsing me to be dehydrated and wealk,
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We decided to make a break for it since no more rascue operaticns would be
attempted, A4 about 1530 CPT Willoughby called in =11 the napals and bombs that tha
A=l gkyraiders had to cover our withdrawal fram the TOC, Ashley had told us on the
radio which routo he rccoived the least onemy Tiro fram. With 1LT Longgrear in the
lead, each one of us climbed the stairs and dashed towards supply bunker #2, T had
almest reachcd the supnir bunker whon I hoard auntcwrtie fire from one of the bunkers
to my rights I dropped and observod 1LT Lonporeer open up with his H-16 towards
that bunker. WNo more resistance came from *that bunker, so he got up and ran towards
highway 9 just below supply #2, Of the ei;nt Americans in ihe TOC, seven of us made
1% out. It was decided by all of us that S7L ilowcland wonld be left behind since at
tais time he was in camplete shock and would reguire about four of us Just to ralse
him out of the T, The stairs were blovn away, all that was left was a hose to
2limb ocut of., Also it would require four of us to carry him away and &1 but tuo of
us were wounded and were unfit to help. Yo madc our way to hishway 9 as tho planes
made dummy passes ov:r the canp in support of us,

When we reached ths front gatc we saw our jeep coming down the road with Ashley!s
body in back, All of us got into the jeop and werc taken to the old camv whers the
helicopters came and tock us to Kno Sanh combat base. MAfter iniltial medical care to
nost of ws, we were put on a C-130 aireraft and flown to Danang,

/s/ Wickolas Fragos
/t/ KICKOLLS FRAGOS
SGT, TA 16 626 6L

SGT RICHARD H. ALLEN

At about 1800 hours, 6 Feb we started receiving incomins artillery rounds. 1
was at the new camp eating dinner ancd at 1830 hours T went back to the old camp by
Jeep accompanied by SPL Johnson, The artillery kept up until dark,

I lay down about 2300 hours, to be wakened at O0LS5 hours by Johnson telling me
that the other camp was weing hit. SGT Ashlcy was on the radio {PRC-25). Tram our
position there was nothing that we could really do,

CPT Willoughby had called for artillery support and air supnort almost immedi-
ately. It secred that there was no real way to stop tans, I was 0130 hours before
we got any help from Khe Sanh: then all we received was illumination rounds; e did
have a FAC flying around overhead. Also at 0130 hours one aircraft arrived, "Spooky".
He started dropping flares, bu* would not come dowm teo fire his guns,

Until this time we conld not get the Laotians to mive us a hand, but now they
dropped in illumination rounds with their 8l's, Tanks were starting to come towards
our camp and were firing their guna at us. The Laotlen officers still ¢id not want
to be disturbed. Ashley, Johnson and myself were the only ones trying to get anything
done, We couldn't get any Laotians to go with us to help defend the camp, SGT
Asialey finally started controlling the flareship, as to where drop the flares.
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':2;2 From our positions we saw two tanks, one on the north cnd and one on the south
ond firing at everything in between, We could see several trip flares going off

/ around the camp. Funny bembs were dropped at the Esstorn slope of the helicopter
pad.

L U YR

The night started out nice and clear, but early in the A, The visibility )
became wemewhat limited, At 0330 hours B 52°s arrived making bombing run's on Co .
Koz, The new camp had received some H.E. rounds from Xhe Sanh, but they scemed to ;
be nitting the camp and were discontinued, Around i) hours we {ishley, Jnire-n |
ard myself) lost contact with CPT Willoughby, Then two skynniks came in and we called ¢
strafing runs and B.T.V. A% this time there was only sporetic firing comung from
the camp,

Just prior to dawn; the people from Lang Vei illape #1 tried to get into camp.
Yo had to persuade the Laotian Col to keep tha villagers out, We also got the word
from FAC that “VA were sitcd hended towards the old cmap and villape.

At around 0845 heurs we heard from le Hurry, Ve informed him that we were on
our vay. Ve then tried to muster up 100 Laotians to go with us, It teook almoest =on
hour. Ve then strrted out of the camp on the hishvay whicre we were met by ~bout 20
CIDG, They were hopoy to sce us (Americons), We persuaded them to go to the other
camp to pick up the survivors and retake the caap i7 nacesaary, dJust hefors entering
the camp we called in strafirg runs by ine two skyhawks cverhzad., We then ventured
up the hill. e found a few serioisly wounded CILG (or MSF), Te enitered throush
tic 101 company area and counted two CINT and several Fin hodices, Thers were satchel
charges laying sll arownd. There T dropped my carbine and picled up a BaR and scme
grenades, o pot to the hill at the ond of LOL Communy., There we plcksd up encmy
machinegun fire. I was on the right flank, Johncon on the lcft, Ashlev in the
middle. Before we could advance the indigenous retreated, Ye went down the hiil
to regroup, T had to run all the vav back to the other camp to get some of them
backe Somc of them disanpeared and I brought back six by peinting ry BAR at them,
Yhon I returned I found 530 Tiroch and MG Craip dom 2t our location, HSG Craig
was wounded in the hin and had lost his hearing. On the first run we tried to
pinpoint the WA positions. 1 counted about nine V4 alive,

Criag and Tiroch joined us this time and again we assaclted the hill, This
time we were met by 8lmm 2nd 6Cmm Rounds hitting zrcund us, I was sgain in ny
position about 25 ft from the first bunker. The enemyr wasz throvwing grenades ard the
indigenous withdrew foreing us to leave the hiil. This time several wounded CIDG
came out of the camp, 1 gave morphine to the ones for which it was necessary snd
pandaged as many as possible. when the sirafing and bomhing runs were Iinished we
tried again, We had to force the exhausted and wounded Craig to stav behind, Ey
this time we had lost half of our indigerous (they split), On cur third run Johnson
and Tiroch grabbed a 4Cmm mortar wnd tried 4o return the enemy Fire. e didn't scem f

*  to0 be getting anywhere, The aircraft were making bembing runs at the opposite and
of camp, ©On our fourth try Johnson knocked ocut the first bunker with a 57 rccoilless
rifle, but still could not advance, ¢n our £ifth run up we had three choppers
overhead to try to pick up the wounded., Ve werc not recaiving any fire; we got up
to the first NVA position and therc Ashley was hit on the right sidc of his chest
and the round went through the radio e his back. it this time all the indigencus

split,
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At this time T atternded to Ashley's wound : -4 administ ered artificisl respira- 026
vione At ihis time the choppers left and I had to get Ashloy dowm the Hill, with
Tiroch covering me, At the wirc I forced aboub six indipgenous to assist me to got
him to get him on the jeecp. Fram there Ychnson gave Ashley artificial respiration
until we got to the old camp. After we got there I got bandapes, but before I
could get them on Ashley. we were hit by an artililery round. This round lmocked out

Johnson, therefore making it necegsary for me to administer artificial respiration
to hin,

Thet CPT *1lloughby managed to break out an! vos rotyicved by the jeep driven™y
Qu- (LIDB). By then Ashley was dead, we could not got any other reinforcements.
Cur aircraft thon had ten minutes flying time left and no exact news of choppers,
ThLe Laotians had moved to the frent of the camp and were going to leave us thers,

Our air support tried to discourage them, At aboud 1630 hours chopners came
accompanied by a Jet. We extracted six wounded USASF on the first aircraft, the rest
on the second.

/s/ Richard H, Allen
/t/ RICHARD ', ALLEW
SGT, RA 19 876 7Lk

SPL JEL JOMMSON

At aporowimately 1730 on 6 February, I was at the new camp with 3GT Allen when
we started drawing artillerv fire from Co Roc, It stoppcd and we went hacl to the
old camp with the Laotians. At 2):00 hours 6 February the new camp started taking
artillery romnds. They %ook between L40-5GC rcunds in all, At 9030 hours 7 Februciy’
the tanks were sighted by SGT Charles Lindewald with many ground troops behind then,
CPT Willoughby called ™Mntrigud' and told then we were getting hit with tanks. About
an hour and a half later, plancs arrived uithout rocketsi he also called the ilarines
at Khe Sanh for artillery suppert. At the old camp wa received only sporadic small
aras fire, During this time 2 tanks had meneuvered into the drop zone telow our
camp. 'hen I spotted them, I asked 5GT Ashley to give me 50 men and a 3.5, and I
would knock those tanks out. e said, "okay, ask the Leotian commander"., When I
asked hin he said, "too many 1Vi, cannot do anything till morming". iHeanvhile,
unimpeded, the tanks pounded the front of the camp.

Spooky vas also sent oub with only a few flares, ‘inen the jebs [inally arrived
the first bumb they dropped was on our old camp, They adjusted from there. At 0420
hours we last radio contact with the neuw camp. From onr camp we directed the air
strikes on the new camp, At first light we wont to the Laotian commander and ashkaed

-for men t0 go to the new camp, He said "okay", Lut it took one hour to get those

people moving. As we left tho gate, we ran into some C1DG and ISP that I & B'd frem
the nev camp. W took them with our element. I was with both Ashley and iAllien when
we reached the front gate of the new camp, 'le spread the men out and went up the
Will, There were dead NVA with weapons and equipment 21l along the hiil, There
were many satchel charges laying on bunkers and all over the ground, VWhen we

reached the toup,” we saw same men waving to us fram two bunkers. I told them to raice
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their hands and ecare ont hut thev juat kept waving us forward, T teld everyone 0
Lot dom then thuy started riring. wne Laotians left me pinned dom up tlere by wwe
machincguns and some small arms. Then a mor oy vound went off next to me and blew
me behind sone covar, I callied Allen on the other flank slzo by himself to pull

b, ', de did so, SGT Aghle y called in air, ¢ assaulted the hill %wice mere bub
tha people wouldn't move or ~twn flank th: bunkers, Vo pullad back ¢

IR

the
gate and called in air. Then from oul ol tlie biash came SSG Tirocn dnd SFC Craigs,

We assaulie ¢ace more »ith 41)en ¢ Tivoch on one flank and lraig and mys-lf on
t+ . othe»,  Bub the ponple (ows) wouldn't fire, Ve mot with the came result anain
Ton we reached vhe buakers with the me. uncemeis in than.  This time we gol the
raple o vel .. fis»  SGT Ashley call.d bacik *'0 4Le old cump for o 57 recoilless

o
e, T oshussd th zmner where the wo Dwn' ars war “, but when he fired it was
nigh and misscd he whole camp. 1 thea tcsk wae 87, had a wan load for me and put
three @ 7 din eash Lunker.  Une wan tias seen sunning, but SSG Tiroch shot him,
Aven witih no nore Iiring coming ivom thwosSe bunkers, the pe-nlie would not advance,
So we pulied baele and called in ore air. Then uoxm tiic road came LIC Schungel
wion anotiier man, The Colonel was woended in b2 ripht lep. SFC Craie took the
uolanel back to the old campy., As w0 U rtad tack up the hill apain Tiroch saw LT
Ouy and suac CIDG coning toware ws. He thea dircescd them back to the wamp.

M.

Yz assiulted once 1ome. Tiroch, Allen and Ashley werce on one side, I was on
the other, This iime we mruc 135 pa.,t the buwidiers and I %icd in with Tircch's
stement,  Onee mox: e suel tew receiving fure from our front and our troops ran.

T tock off afieir them leaving Ashlev, Tircca, Allen and scme CIDG. I finally
got some men to step mmning and wo oricé to tlanik from the other side. Then some=
wne told me an American wes hit, so I ran to the other side and saw Allen dregging
SGT Ashley, I helped him 211 I could, qu we necded more men, So he weni and pot
vhems Tiroch and T zovercd our re troat when we zoh Ashley dowm and in the jeep. I
rmediately stavrted mouth-to-mouth 1-cuplra‘t,:.ono T was still doing it when a 105mm
round knocked me ous.

‘s’ Josl Jehnson
A JEL JOLSGT
S°l, R4 1k 952 518

SPL FRANKLLY i- DOQ4S

When the atback soried I was in the L.2 bunker. Artillery started coming in
and LT Wilrins and myself vore told to shoob aliminaticn, I was setting time on
a&llum while LT Wilkins fired tlom, A feow minutes later somecne sald there were tanks
in the wire. OSoon aftsr that SFC Craig and SFL Phillips ceme to my bunker and were
bileeding from the head wounds. SSG Tiroch came to the bunker and suggested we fire
gome H.E. just oubsido the wire +o detain any ground troops that might be with the
tvanks, -SGT Fragos csme to me asking for Wiis and T gave him seven,

Next I saw a tenk sbop at my perorators and fiwe, At that time I saw a tank
cauing up by the Mcss Hail. LT Wilkins fircd a IAW ot it. But it didn't stop
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coming. It passed us and went into 103 compmny. I saw it blow bunkers with men in
them,

Next 535G Brooks and S5G Tiroch came with a.50 cal, machinegun and placed fire
or: the tank, At that time VI started coming in and I left my bunker for the TOC,

When I pot to the TOC there was a tank sitting outside, Shortly after I
entered the TCC ths door was blown down and we were vwrapued, The oueny started
throwing hand grenades dowm at us, Later thev threw down gas and incendiary grenades,
I had no gas mask so uged my first aid packet over my nose and mouth, At that time
all the LLDB went out to give up. That left eipght Americans. Someone speaking
English asked if anyone was down there and if we had weapons and ammo, “We answered

yes and more grenades came down.

By this time we had many wounded, I gave CPT Willoughby some morphine and tied
a first aid packet around SS5G Brook's head. Then we played dead and hoped for help
in the morning. Just before daylight anothor charge went of and blew the side of the
TOC.,

After daylight the reaction force came up on the radio and said they were trying
to got to us. They tried all morning but had to withdraw each time because of heavy
enemy fire. Around 1500 hours on tha Tth, we knew no help could get to us so CPT
Villoughby called in air support and we made a run for it.

A jeep met us at the camp gate and took us to the 0ld camp. Later that after-

noon we were plcked up by choppers and taken to Xhe Sanh Combat Base., From there we
were taken by C-~130 to Co G, Danang,

/8/ Franklin H, Dooms
/t/ FRANKLIN 1, DOGIS
SPL, R4 13 811 37L
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¥ CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF BWEMY ACTIVITY
27 AiD CONTACTS FROM 01 JANUARY TO 06 FEBRUARY 1968 ‘
n DATE ENEMY ACTIVITY OR CONTACT REPCRTEL (Yvaluation given agent reports is
3 shown in parenthesis)
3 1, 2 Jan: Agent reported ome wnidentified VC Battalion, strength 500 vicinity
: coordinates XD 78225, TFirst vecent report of batialion size asctivity . ‘
v at this location., {C-6)
: .
2. 6 Jan: Agent reported two uniacatified VC Companies, strength LOO vicinity
X 958l27. HMission: To spread propaganda and make apweals for
assiutance, (C=6)
- 3. 7 dan: Agent reported one unidentified VC Company, strength 80, crossed Sepone
River, vieinity XD 775310 to XU 795315, (T-6) ‘rea contains lmown
crossing points for infiltration routes,
L, 8 Jans Agent reported oie unidentified VC company, strength 100, vicinity XD ' ‘
: 849337+
] Se 9 Jant fgent repertcd one unidentified VC Battalion (Hontapmard),. strongth |
1 300, noved frem XD 615375 Yo vicinity XD 615417, (F-6) !
5. 11 Jans  Deont reported one unidentified squad move from XD 715384 to vieinity
X 740360, Mission: Patrol Se Pone river area,
7, 12 Jans  Operation riade contact with an estimated ¥WA Company at XD 730343

8. 12 Jan:  Agent repected two IVA Companiesrmoved feom ID 709455 to vicinity XD '
o175, F-3) |

9, 12 Jan: Night awoush patrolL ambushed estimated VC platoon vieinity XD 7803L3.
Ensmy beroke contart and patrol relocated to vieinity XD 783350,

10, 13 Jan:  Same ratrol anbushed estimated company plus VC rorce vicinity XD 783350. {
fnemy force wursued patrol to within 500 meters of camp after contact i
was “roken, i

11, 13 Jan: A
(

(3

o

>

[ 35e]

t repcrted one unidentified unit, strength 209, vicinity XD 684352,
J Enoin eneny ndiilration roule.

Y

12, 13 Jan: A_.gen*s resorwed one unidentified unit, sirength 163, vicinity XD 770268,
\Cu3

13. 1l Jan:  Agent -enorted one unidentified VA Regiment moved from XD 781245 to
vicinisy 633267, 792269 and 760267. Aproximately 300 mén of thic unit 1
in ca outlag wniform while remainder wore khakis (C-3),

1. 17 Jan: Vill gers in Lang Vei (XD 795360) and Lang Bu (XD 219383) were building
bwnl.:rs, presumably for self protection.

Ined. 6 to Sth SR BIL for jusrter Ending April 1968
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19.

20,

21.

22,

23,

zhu

25,

26,

27,

21 Jans

22 Jant

23 Jan:

2 Jan:
24 Jant

25 Jant
25 Jan:

30 Jant

3], Jant
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Lgent reported one unidentified NVA unit, strength 500, moved into
¥ 667375, (C-3)

Ogeration P-10 obssrve

a 18 obssrved wnkiown enemy unit of 30=35VC crossing the Se
Pone river vicinity 7783L8,

Operaticen ambushed an estimated NVA company at XD 764345,

A road cloaring party was ambushed by an estimated VO platoon at
XD 812367, .

A 3 man MSF LP was probed by an estimated VC platoon,

Operation reported large number of unidentified VG moving east on
highway 9 vicinity XD 7h2362,

Interrogation conducted by Marines: Source stated that if first attack
on Xhe Sanh falls, they will pull back to Laoa until after TET, They
will again attack Xhe Sanh with artillery, tanks and twice as many
troops. Source had not seen tanks, only héard that Rugsian and Chinese
models were on the way dewn from the North. Stated bip attack would be
3 Febmary,

Air Force FAC observed five tanks vieinity coordinates XD 65337L, OCne
tank reported destroyed by airstike, other tanles moved west along route
96

33rd Royal Laotian Battalion attacked by ¥VA untilizing tanks in Laose
Survivors and refugees retreated in South Vietnam and arrived at Lang
Vel on ewening of 2L January, NVA unit was indentified by Laotlans as
the 30Lth NVA DIV.znd also as the 325th NVL Division,

Camp Lang Vel received artillery fire from vieinity XD 753320 to
77532h vo 733337 to Th6219.

Five man CIDG ambush force ambushed an estimated VC cempsny vieinity

XD 78L3L9.

Hoi chanh received by Camp Lang Vei. Preliminary interrogation by
USiiC revealed: wunit 3rd plat, 6th Company, Cth Battalion, 66th
Regiment 30kth Div departed NVH on 10 Sepx 67, 7th Battalion {strength
near 200) involved in 21 Jan Jan attack on Khe Sanh District and is -~
located vicinity XD 8L36. 8%h Bn (strength approx 200) near XD 8333,
The Battalions X0 and one sapper squad frem Regiment HQ conducted 2
recon of the Lang Vei SF camp on night of 28 Jan, Mission: +to
pinpoint heavy and antomatic weapons. Hol Chanh stated that his
company had been alerted to attack Camp Lang Vel twice, but each tims
the attack was called off, Steted that the 307th a.d 380th Div had
also departed NVN for Quarg Tri Province., The 325tk Div had the missidn
of taling the Khe Sanh Combat Base, Khe Sanh and the Lang Vedi SF camps,
Subject stated that during movement south, he had heard many tracked
vehicles,

A 17 man Laotian Recon element was ambusned by estimated two NVA
companies at XD 815370, 21




29,

39,

3l..

3e,

33
3L

3.

36.

2 Feb:

2 Feb:

2 Febs

}, Febs

6 Feb:

& Febs

N
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A fthree platoon reaction force from camp ecnsisting of 1SF, CSF,

8 USASF and 3 VNSF made contact vieinity XD 813372 with an estimated
enemy plataon which took 755 casuwalties, Dnemy was reinforced by
sstimated three NVA campanies. o
Agent reported 50 to 60 NVA geen leaving ambush site at XD 813372,

A CIDG who escapcd from NVA reported enemv troops located at XD 842370,
840363, 8LL355, B063L3, 802337, 795366, 798336, 78531, 745283, 78L29L,
784302, 755412, (F-3) Airstrikes requested by camp on these locations,

Camp rocceived 8 rownds 82mm mortar from XD 803326 and 737333, Counter
mortar fire conducted,

Two platoons of MST and CSF ambushed by an estimai 1 platoon of NVA
at XD 79337k,

MSF made chance contact with WVA squad in ambush position at XD 777356,

One squad of VC ambushed a MSF platoon vicinity XD 7793L3 with homemade
(claymore type) mines.

Camp Lang Vei at 1115 hours received three mortar - rounds inside
perimeter, Fired 106 RR and 1,2 mortar at enemy mortar positions.

At approximately 18LS hours Camp Tang Vel came under attbek by an
estimated 4o + 60 rounds of artillery fire,
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GENERAL NARRATIVE CF EVELTS
2l Jamiary - 5 February 1968

On 2 Jamary 1968, the 333 Roy

a1l T o Tlad d o
marsys L o0, S04 nGFaL Lal

ax actisn Dattalion was overrun in Laus by iVa
forces utilizing tanks. Tho Lactians, 520 soldicrs and 2200 dependents, with-
drew across the border to Lang Vei, The depcadents worc moved into Lang Vel
village and the Laotian Battalion was located on the site of old Camp Lang

Vel until arranpements could be completad for their air cveocuation back to Laos.
Apparently the Laotians had no rcal kunowledis as to the identits of the cromy
force which attacked them, for both the 30Lth Wi Divigion and the 325th 1 Vi
Division were recported by the Laotians os the uult which attacked thum. The
Leotinn scldicrs and dependents were furnished ricc, powdered will, and PIR's

to supnlewcnt the rice, A1l 2700 of thow were imnoculated ocoinst cholera by
USASF advisory porsonnel, [sw.aniiion, barriur materials, and tools were
furnished the Laotian battslion in order that they could refortify the defoensos
of the old caimp.

aTIr A

One ‘hundrod additional M~72 I&W's and additiconal 106wm RR ammunition were delivercd

to Cano Leng Vel to strengthen tho camp!s defenses ogainst an attack by armored
vehicles. 7Tn spite of the fact that he knew thet the cnomy had an armor capa-
bility, Ceptain Willoughdby stated that the camy did not cxnect an attack in
which tanks would physically penetrate the camp defenses, He believed that any
atback on the Snecial Forces camp would eonsist of round forses attomting

to penctrote the camp dofonses with fire support beiny: furnishaed by the tonks
from outside the norimeter wire. Valloushby suspected that the terks werc
intended for an attack azainst the ¥Xae Sonh combat Lase, '

Instruction on the M~72 IAW was presentod to the Carp Strike Foree and Hobile
Strike Force porsonnel and limited familiarization firing was conducted,

Ceptain Willouphby cstimated that 75 = 85 LiW's werc on hand after the training
srogram and familiarization firing was comrletod, Becausc the Laotian Battalion
Commander, a Colenel, desired somcone of wore oqual rank ot Lang Vei, IIC
Schungel adovted the policy of kacping one field srade officor on sitc.

6 = 7 Februery 1968

on 6 February at a~proximatcly 1030 hours, cemp Lang Vel came under werdar
attack, Three rounds landed within the neriweter and wounded ei ht Camp Strike
Roree persomncl, LIC Schungel arrived at Lang Vei that afternooen and replaced
LTC Hoadley (X0, Co C) as the ficld srade officer on site. At approximately
1800 tours the camp arsin came under attack; L0 - 50 rounds of cstimated

152:m artiliry were Teccived in the southern periwcter wire pencrally in the
104 compary arca. Two soldicrs werc wounded and two bunkers wero danareds

Specilal iandlinsz Requir d
HOT REZLEASIBLE 70 FORDIGN FATICGHALS
By Authority of CQ, Sth SFGA, Date 22 Mar 68
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During both the morning and the evening attacks, the camp placed counterfire ;>é;
on the suspected enemy gun locations utilizing the two 4,2" mortars and the
two 106 mm Recoilless Rifles., All firing ceased at approximately 1900
hours. At approximately 1930 hours, troops within the 104 Company area
reported hearing noises, similar to engines running, coning from the vicinity
of Lang Troai (XD780344) south of the camp, The Mobile Strike Force OP to
the west (XD778531) reported hearing noises, At approximately 2100 hourws,
three trip flares were triggered in the MSF OF area. The MSF soldiers
manning the OP commenced firing osnd soon the CIDG in the base camp were
firing also. Order was restored and the firing ceased. At gpproximately
2240 hours, a trip flare went off in the outer perimeter wire south of
104 Company on the road leading to Lang Troai. Again, most of the camp
opened fire; however, within a few minutes the firing ceased. At 2249 hours
SSG Brooks, from the supply bunker located on the south side, reported

movement on the road, Two 8lmm mortar illumination rounds were fired and two

tanks were observed in the wire. About one platoon of enemy troops was also
seen in the 104 Company area outer wire., 104 Company immediately opened
fire. At approximately the same time, the OP to the west came under attack
by 60mm and 82mm mortar fire which was followed by a ground attack consisting
of tanks and possibly as much as cne company of infantry. Requests for FaC
and air support were immediately made to both the Marines at Khe Sanh and
Company C in Danang. CFPI Willoughby requested the Marines to fire preplanned
Special Fc¢rces concentrations near the tanks and around the OP, The first
mission was received after about 17 - 20 minutes and was completely off the
preplanned target area, CPT Willoughby did not know that the Khe Sanh combat
base was receiving artillery fire at the same time camp Lang Vei was being
attacked. The tanks had turned their lights on and were sweeping the area;
however, small arms fire from the camp extinguished the lights, The tanks
fired both their main armament and machine guns at the bunkers. By this

time the 106mm RR on the south side was manned by SFC Holt who was later
assisted by SFC Craig and SGT Tiroch. Holt knocked out both of the tanke
that were in the southern perimeter wire.

At least threa other tanks appeared on the road from Lang Troai and drove
around the two disabled tanks toward 104 Company. The troops in 104 Company
area were still engaged in firce with the enemy forces in their wire as the
tanks rolled closer and penerrated the 104 Company defenses, Tank killer
teams (LIC Schungel, LT Wilkins, LT Longgrear, LT Quy, SFC Brande, SGT fragos,
86T Early, and SP5 McMurray) were fighting the tanks with M-72 LAW's. One of
the taniks was immobilized and the three crewmen that crawled out were killed
with grenades and small amms fire. The 57mm RR manned by an indigenous crew
also fired at the tanks, USASF and indigenous personnel were observed c¢limbing
on tanks and attempting to throw grenades into the buttoned up tank moving west
on highway 9 adjacent to the team hours, Armed with M72 LAW's LT Wilkins
engaged a tank which was moving west on highway 9. He scored one

31
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direct hlt on the front cnd of tho tank, Another LAW misfired.. The sank
moved wast on the road closer to the dispensary, Wilkins firod a third LAW
and hit tho tank in the lefs trcad with no notlecable effect.

The MSF QP had reparted to the TOC that they werce surrounded by V.. troops
and were still under attack, Possibly four tanks followed hy two wlatoons

of tround troops were movin: west on hilghway 9 toward the camp. 102 and

10, Compony arcas werc assaulted by the V. ;round forces, who then withdrew,
The infantry forces were predowinantly armed with AK-L7 assault riflcs,

Tanks then apparently npenctrated the two couwpany arcas followed by the
infantry,

Within approximately LS minutes after 10L Caupany arca was peneirated, the
enomy tanls had driven the survivers cut into CRP 1 and CRP 3 arcas. Tk
cnemy troons that wera followin: the tonks assumed firing positions in 104
Comparyy arca. Fighting; was still raging in 101, 102 and 103 Coupany apcas,
The inncr perimcter was roceiving small arms fire but had not yot beon
penetrated by tanks,

USASF personnel at old Comp Lang Vei were firing 61 HE and illumination in
supporte A5 of yet, they had not received any rortar or small arms fire,
Specialist Johnscn spotted two tanks on the supply drop zone which was

loceted betwsen old comp Lomgs Vol and the camp under attatk (vieinity 4B791.358)

When Company C made their initial request to ITI MAF COC for air sunppnart,
they were informed that "Spooky", FAC, and TAC AIR were already on station
over the khe Sanh combat base, Fersonnel at Camp Lang Vel were unable to
ecstablish radic eantact with them., At 0055 heurs a TAC finally established
radio contact with Camp Lang Vei. He informed CPT Willoughby that fighter
aircraft were on the way. W"Spooky" was on statisn by 0101 hours, C2T
Willougliby had wmonitored a conversation betwcen the FAC and "“inooky!.
Initially "SpookyV was so hich and far away from the camp (probably over

Kre Sanh combat base) that the FAC could not locate him, "Sphooky" was
concerned avout the effect of tank fize on his aircralt and said something to
the effect that he could not do anything to the tamizs, but they could sure
work on him. CPI Willoughby requestec fire on the south edpe of the perimcter.
USpcoky" never delivered the fire,

Firhter aircraft were orbiting on stabticn shortly alier 0100 hours. At 0136
hours a borb was accidentally droped on the old camn site where SPC Ashley,
SGT Allen, and STl Johnson were located with the Lactian battalion. There
were no casualties, Airstrikes were dcliverced along the revine on the

north side of camp Lang Vel, on the road to Lang Treail south of the camp

and to the west of the MSF OP. Ry this btimc (0200, hours), both of the 1C6mm
RR had been knocked out by the enemy tanks = but not before SFC Holt

managed to knock out his third cnemy tonk, one that had penetrated 1oL Corpany
arca, Wnen ho fired tie last 106mm HEAT round located at his position,
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SFC Mol% loft the 106mm RR, Almost immediately afterwards, a blast from 53
an enemy tank dostroyed the recoilless rif]s and the hechive rounds co-

located with the weapon., Tt is belicved tmat liolt had previously fired -

two or thrce boohive rounds at tho onomy ground forces.

Marine artillery fire was dirvected on 104 Cowpany araa and adjusted on
tarpot by "walliing" it in from the south.,  105uan illumination suppsrt was
also roceived Iroem the ilarines wabil "Spooky" and o flavcshipy assunizd Llids
role,

& larpe concentration of enery (epproxinotely one company) attempted to
venetrato the nerthern wire opposite 101 Cumpany arca, A request for :
areplanned fires into the orea was made to the Harimes., The mission initially
londad on top of the camp.but was adjusicd on torye=t. The.nrtillery and effeciive
small arms fire from 101 Company stossed the ascanlt.,  Howevey enouy sappers
and tanks had penctrated 101 Conpony crca from 104 Company arca and forced

101 Compouyy to pull back into CRY 2 and CRP 3 arcas. The catire castorn

end of the "dogbona" ghap2d comp was lust. Shortly afterwards, the tark

and HVA forccs in 102 and 103 Company arcas took the western end of the
"Jopbonght, Communications were lorst with Loth ewspanies. agsvarently the

CIDG wore not able to withdraw into tihw inner poeriacter, Survivors steted
that they woved cut of the camp north of 102 Company area and then east -~

goma to the old camn site and some to Mg Sanh. dArtillery was thon called

in on voth ¢nds of the czpe Both the castern and western ends of the camp
had now been overrun, and tanks were appraoaching tho innor perimcter from
both directions,

M approximately 0230 hours, commnications with the THSF OF worc lust. SFC
Tir .wald hndibeen seriouf,l?f"woundod by autonatic wenpons fire in the' chest

or ebdomen. Survivors from the 0P ..scaped tr the s-uth and last szw SFC

llanna, who was also wounded, administoring first aid to Lindewald on top

of the O as it was about to ke overrun, SFC Craig, SFC Burke, S5G Thompson,
SSG Tiroch and SIS Phillins were geeupying o positicn on the western side of the
tean house, © It wns operexinntely (245 hours wien & <tnnkolled from-103 Company
area past suuply bunker #1 and appeared to be headed toward the L.28 mortar
pit, Along with approximatel;y LO - 50 CIDG persnnel, this proun atherpted

tn oscope and evade throupgh the northern perimcter wire, Moachine fun fire

from the castern end of the camp prevented Craipg and Tiroch fren getting
through thoe wire. Eventually the tw> Joericans succceded in potting through
the wirs. They moved approxiisatoly 100 mutors north »f the wirc ints &
clunp of bambou, After heing wounded by CRU fragrents, the two oved

ane ghicr 100 = 200 metors into a dry crockbed and resained therc the rest

of the night, ,

A tonk frowm 10L Comsany arca penetroted the inner perimeter wire hcar the
Blm mortar pit #2 (-bout 30 moters froa the tactical vperations conter
bunker, TOC)s The t-nk dustroyed the mertar position with its main armomont.
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E&ciLTC Schungel, LT Wilkins, LT Quy, (VNSF 83, Det C-1), Ll Longgrear, SSG
Brooks, SGT Fragos, and SP4 Mc Murray (Tank killer teams) had moved back
to the TOC in search of more LAW's and were behind the double row of 55
gallan drums that stood in front of the TOC east entrance. Eneny ground
forces (sappers and infantry) were also appreoaching the T0C from the
direction of 104 Company area; however effective small arms fire from LT
Quy, LT Longgrear and SP5 Mc Murray had stopped them. BErooks, Fragos,
and Longgrear went downstairs inte the TOC for more LAW's. The tank, which
was buttoned up, rolled past the 8lmm mortar position that it had just
destroyed and stopped approximately 15 meters from the TOC entrance. A
LAW was fired at the tank but it had no effect, It fired its main arma-=
ment straight at the TOC entrance. SP4 Mc Murray was blinded and had
both hands mangled by the blast. LT Wilkins was crushed by the heavy
barrels which were filled with large rocks and dirt. LTC Schungel was
knocked flat and temporarily dazed but suffered only minor cuts and a
fragmentation wound in the hip. LT Longgrear knew that LTC Schungel had
been standing directly in front of the tank's direction of fire and reported
to CPT Willoughby that he had been killed by the blast. The tank remained
at the east end of the TOC for approximately 15 minutes. LIC Schungel had

by then regained his senses and coordination, He then pulled Mc Murray behind

the protection offered by the sandbags at the TOC entrance. Wilkins was
conscious by this time and could walk, although not very well. LT Quy was
unhurt and suggested that they find a place in which to hide, LIC Schungel
agreed., LT Quy left the TOC, but another tank approaching the western end
of the TOC prevented Schungel and Wilkins from fellowing., The tank fired
its main gun at the observation tower. The blast slightly wounded SP&
Moreland who was climbing the ladder to the tower exit. SGT Early, who was
already in the tower, suffered shrapnel wounds on the head and shoulders,
Trepped in the TOC with both exits caved in were the following USASF person-
nel: CPT Willoughby, LT Longgrear, SSG Brooks, SSG Phillips, SGI Early,

SGT Fragos, SP4 Moreland and SP4 Dooms. The VNSF camp commander, the VNSF SGM,

the 104 Company Commander, one interpreter, and one CILG commo man were also
in the TOC according to Willoughby. The time was approximately 0300 hours.

LTC Schungel threw two grenades under the tank which had just coliapsed the
tower, Almost simultaneously a weapon (probably a LAW) struck the tank in
the rear. The hatch was opened but nothing came out except flames. LIC
Schungel and LT Wilkins then sought refuge in the team house. Shortly after
they left the TOC, personnel inside the TOC heard Mc Murray talking outside
of the TOC. At approximately U330 hours a party of five NVA armed with
M-47 assault rifles and satchel charges approached the northern door of

the team house, LTC Schungel killed all five with his M16 rifle., A satchel
charge, or some type of explosive, hit the team house wounding LTC Schungel
in the right leg. The two Americans left the team house and cautiocusly made
their way undetected to the dispensary about 040( - 0430 hours. They hid
themselves under the northern end of the building behind a wall of sandbags.
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Two tanks approached just south of the dispensary and the dispensary was |
occunried by approximately one platoon of WVA soldiers during the night, LIC
Schungel and LT Wilkins quiztly remained under thae dispensary the rest of tho |
night,

Lfter LT Lonpgrear reported to CPT Willoughby that LTC Schungel had ocen killed,
Willoughby believed that the personnel in the TOC werc the only US nersonncl
still alive in the camp, At anproximately 0320 heurs the TOC lost all cowrmni-
cation with the ovutside. The radies were still in pood condition; however, the
primary and secondary antcnnac had all been cut by tanks or enewy explosives,
Prior to this, corvmunications had been outstandirg, After the enemy atteroted
to swing in satchel charges from each end of the TOC, the personncl inside
remained cloar of the entrances, Fragmentation grenades, incendiary grenades,
and CN or CS pas grenadcs were thrown into the TOC by the 1Vi. DBreathing was
extremcly difficult, OSome utilized gas wasks, Others used a handkerchief or
first aid packet or mercly kept their head closc to the clearer air near tha
floor, The ViSF camp comaandsr and all the other Vietnarese pérsomnel in the
TOC then climbed over the rubble and cutside tho TOC in response to a volce
from the outside which said in Vietnamese, "e are going to blow up the bunker,
80 giva up," About fiftecn minukes later, automatic weapons fire was heard
outside of the TOC. The employment of satchel charges in the bunker air vents
and toesing of prenades contiruwed, At approximately 0600 hours, a satchel
charge blew in a large portion of the north wall and sericusly wounded SPL
Horeland in the head. About 0700 hours, CPT Willoughby was wounded by a !
gronade that exploded approximately one and a half feet away. The flalc jacket i
he held in front of his upper body stopped must of the fragrments and perhaps | : ‘
saved his 1ife, CPT Willoughby lost consciousness at approximately 0830 hours,

i Unknown to the personnel in the TOC, efforts werc being maede by SFC ashley,

j SGT Allen, and SPL Johnson (Oid Camp Lag Vel) to rolicve the trappad smericans.

After wmch porsuasion, approximately 60 Laotians were mustered to participate in

| a relinf onceration. Tha thice Americans led the Lactians west on highwey 2

' toward Carp Lang Vei. The party encountered a group of approximately 26 - LO

CIDG survivors near the road and the /fmericans persuaded them to assist in the
operation. The initial assault led by the iLmericans, was conducted up the

length of 101 Company arca, When they reached the end of 101 Commany area,

they bepan 4o receive machine gun or automatic small arms firc after which

the indipernous troops broxe and ran back toward hiphway 9, The Jdmericens :
were therefore forced to withdeaw, By this time, SFC Craig and SSCG Tiroch ;
kad left their hiding place ir the craekbed and had stumbled upcir the Laotian :
troops and the three simoricans ncar the gate on higlwey 9. SIFC ashley dirocted
ajrstrikes ou the camp and then the five fmericans lcd a sscond assault which

met eimilar results. A third assault was cttemptod but failed. adrstrikes wore
directud on targot by SFC Ashley between cach assault,

Mcarwhide, LTC Schungel and 1T Wilkins hobbled out from under the vacated
dispensary at approxiuately 0930 hours, Two bumned cut tanks werce located
just west of tho dispensary. They had epparently beon hit by aireraft and
werg raduced to rubble., The two wounded men went to the northern side of
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highway 2 where ITC Schungel was gpain wounded, this time by shrapnel in the
th'lph. With the assistance of a CIDG soldicr,y » and LT Wilkins arrived at
the ¢ast gate entrance to the caup where tluy were taken to the Leotian camp,
At approximately 1000 hours the TOC repaincd communications with SFC ishley,
vhen CFT Willoughby repained consciousness, it was approximately 1100 hours swmd
the fmericanled Laotian ~ CIDG rroup was cn their fourth assault. Tho
approach this time was botwecn 101 and 1) Company arcas, but the same oppo~-
sition and sams results were met., Between cach assault the imericans had +o
pull back and rally the indigenous troons, In sowe cases the indigencus troops
ran all the way back to old Camy Lang Vei., On thc fifth ond last assauly
vihich carried to within 30 wmeters »f the TGC, SFC iAshley was hit in the risht
chest by small arms firc. Tho sssault faltered and the indigenous troonms apain
withdrew in spite ~f American erforts to pgot thonm to old their positions,

SGT Allen and SPh Johnson nullcd ns‘llcy out of the line of cnonmy fire toward
the road where dshloy was put in o ¥ tor truck and carried baclh to the o1d
camp. First Allen and then Johnson conbinuously adsdnisterced mouth to mouth
resuscitation to 3FC Ashley. " Bacic at the old camp, which was now receiving
cnery artillery rounds, SPL Johnson continued this eritiesl work., 4n artillery
round struck within 15 meters »f their location., SPh Johnson was knockoed
unconscious and shrapnzl mortally wounded SFC ashley.

A1l five attompts to relieve the tranped americans had falled and the liarines
at the Khe Sanh cuoibat base had elceted not to reinforce the camn according
t, the existing contingency plan., Requests for assistance from the rarines
had been mude . on two se; - nbs occasins U CPT Willoupnby. &t O5LO hours
CPT Zdwards (S3, Co C) requested COL Smith (G3 Opns Officer, IIT LAF) to
inplement the continpgency plan. o conference call amony; COL Sidth, General
Cushman (CG, III MAF), General Tompkins (CC, 3d ifarine Div), Genera.
Westinoreland (COMUSMACV), and LTC hoadley (XO Co C; was then cmducted.
Secause it was believed that the attack wipght be a2 coordinated wajor attack
arralnst botlh the Special Forces camp and the Khe Senh combat basc, Lang Vai
was not reinforced, Shortly after noon cn 7 Fehruary, COL Ladd (CO, S5th SFGL)
accompanicd by LTC Hassinger (DCU, Special Oons), brisfed General Vestmoreland
on the situation &t Lang Vel and the requircsent to cvacuate thc survivers of
the artack. 4l1sc in attendance at this macting were General Chaisson (Chicf
COC 1iaCV)}, Cceneral Cushuan, General Tempkifiz, in whose arca of responsibiiity
Lang Vei lay, CGencral .inderson (CG, lst Marine Jdrwing), and several other
'..h-.m- TN ;”"c\r'-u v\nnr LAt re) brin-f‘nA thn Rraloiie) An oA “’t 3] -b_-) hch1i4‘+ L Tobo)

~PeL
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mrnrlc(.ns and 40 CIDG from ¥038 #3 into old Lang Vels There was considerable
arpument apainst implementing the wlan boemuse of the possiblity of losing

more mon as well as the helicopicrs. OGenecral Wesimoreland fin:.l].y directed that
the aircraft be made availal.c to \,uppuxt the movement of the reaction forco
from FOB #3 into Lang Voi and cxiract the swrvivors. COL Ladd coordinated with
General Anderson on the aircraft support requirements,

After his arrival at the old camp site, LTC Schungel esteblished commnications

with tihJ Quamo at FOB #3 and coordinuated witn him sn the plan to bring in
a Tifty mon rcaction force tn evacuate the USASF and more seriously wounded
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indigenous personnel, Via PRC 25 radio, LTC Schungel and CPT Willoupghby
dovised and coordinated a plan for the escepc of the americans from the TQG,
CFI Willoughby carcfully oriented the FAC as to the location of the TOC and
directed airstrikes by AIE Skyradiders in on top of ths camp., After the last
bombs were dropped and the last strafing runs were conducted, the seven nan
proup ¢limbed out of the TOC cntrance in single file led by IT Longgrear.
CPI Willoughi¥ and SSG Phillips cerricd SCT Zearly at the rear of the fils,
SFl Moreland was still frantic and unzontrcllable and hed to be left in the
70C. The group roccived continued ineffective fire and continued northeast
past supnly bunker i2 %0 highway 9. LT Quy (who had been captured by the
NVA, escaped, and evaded to old lang Vel) met thoenm at the east gate with the
3 ton truck and drove them back to the old camp sita.

it epproximately 1715 hours MWJ Quamo znd the reaction. forece from FOD #3
arrivad on site. Supnorting the exfiltration were two Fil's, 9ix AIE alrcreft,
fouxr Jet fighters, five or six frmy and Marine helicoptor gpunships and four
Marine CH=L6 helecoptors. & UH-1D (slick) landed first on the o1d Lang Vel
drstrip (vicinity XD79636L). MAJ Quamo directed the entire opzraticn,

LTC Schungel, Cnaig, Johnson, and Wilking werc evacucted on this first heli-
coptor. Four Marinc CH-L6 helicoptors then landed the reaction force to securs
the landing zone during extraction of the remaining smericans and vounded
indigenous troops., is the big ships landed, they were mobbed by the frantie
Vietnamesc and Laotian troops who had to be physically thrown off the chonpers.
The more seriocusly wounded indigencus troops were taken by the last helicoptor.
The evacuation of all US survivors was completed with one exception, IT Todd
had spent most of the attack Ly himself in the emergency medical bunder, it
approximately 1700 hours, he left the emergency medical bunker and proceeded
to the TOC in hopes that he would find some Jdmericans thers, lie saw only
Moreland, who appeared to bo dead, He immediately left the TOC and spotted a
helicoptor leaving the airstrip near the old camp site, He procecdad to the
airstrip and was evacuated by holicoptor aleng with four Lmericens from FOB i3,

CIDG survivors who escaped and evaded to the Khe Sanh combat base were initlally
relieved of their weapons by the Marines and turned away at the gate, 4is soon
as it was discovered that this was happening, LTC Headley coordinsted with the
liarines and, arrngements were made to reccive and process the survivors as they
aspeared, Asproximately 160 survivors made their way to the Khe Sanh combat
base between the evening of 7 February and 1600 hours on 8 February and ware
transported to C Company in Danang.
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