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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICK OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

AGAM-P (N) (6 Aug 68)  FOR OT RD 68X043 22 August 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Aftaer Action Report - Operation CORONADO X1, Hq, 2d
: Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Period 14 February - 4
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N 1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and avnlu;tion
m in accordance with parsgraph 5b, AR 525.1%
2. Information concained in this report it provided to insure that the
Army realises current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-

a tions.

q:. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is teadily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learnad Index containing alphabetical Listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the
attached report are encouraged to recommand items fvom it for inclusion
in the Index by complating and roturntn; the self.addressed form provided
at the end of this report,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE '..n¥:

%,‘//éMm

KENNETH G, WICKHAM

lamﬂ Majur General, USA
* The Adjutant Genaral
DISTRIBUTION:

Commanding Generals

US Continentel Army Commsnd

US Army Combat Davelopmants Cowmand
Commandants

US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College

US Army Armor School

US Army Artillery and Missile School

US Army Aviation School

US Army Infantry School

$
{’

f
-
Nraye *

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classlfied Inclosure.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

DE DT NP AP T ;2MY

) HSAUQUAKT RS, 2ND BalGalk, 9TH INFadidY DIVISION
«PO 3.0 FA.LLCISCC 96372

AVDE-47MH-A 17 April 1968
BUaJLCT1 Combet Operations = After .ction Report

THRU Commanding General
9th Inrontry Division

Foma

li{\d VU J‘UlUUU 79,‘(\1

TO: Commandcr
Unitud Statoes Hilitnry Asslestence Command, Vivtnam
ATIN: MACTIM) '
aP0 US Forces 96222

1, NaME OF OPER.TIONt OPuh.TICH COnOMLO XI.

2, 0 OF QPeR.LIONs 140600 Fobruary 68 to 041200 March 68,

Map 33} LQ§=IIQ%|socgioRan&'Distéict.6Phgn3 Dénh Provinvcé
eforcnocy ) 00t sheets Nr 128 I, 6128 11, 6128 1V
6129 11, 6129 I11I, ' ' '

b, DiuaND ND CO L 2D T1ugS 1
Hoadquartcrs Mobile Rivirine Force
2nd Brigadeo, $th Infantry Division = US .rmy element,
Tk Forou 117 = U,S, I vy clesint,
R LEQETING at
a, Captain R, S, Salzcer, Commodorc CTF 117,
b, Colonuvl B, .., David, €O, 2nd Bdo, 9th Inf Div, ' H
o, LTC Goorae E. Bland, €0, 3-47th Infuntry. :
4, LTC John G, Hill, CO, 3-60th Infrntry. ;
¢, LTC W, E, Rewlinson, €O, 3=34th artiliury, ;
6, TusK 04G NIZLIIONY SBco inclosure #i, ;
7. SUREQULILNG FOCES! |

a¢ U.S, Navy: Naval supnort throughout thc opuration vas )
provided by thy Combinud Task Foroc 117, Support 1nolu ud mutual .
occordination and pruparstion of opurrtionnl plcne and orders,
AMaoinietrativo and loristical requircoents werv offuctivuly provided,
Opvrational supnort included riverinc survey tioms, csocort and troop
lifts from the MBB into thu arcva of opurationa, Watcr ewuope were
also conductud ahe=d of all troon onrricrs, Tactlonl overotions
includcd ocordination, donleymont and cmvloymunt of army a~nd Naval
foreuvs, 1In addition, Naval f'rie was provided in support of monuuvir
battalions with dircot and indirvot fircs in gonc, Thu mobility
providod by the ships and bonts of TF 117 insurcd that infontry and
full supvort for infantry wes providcd for oporntions virtuclly any=-
where in the ocntral Doltn aroa within hours of riouipt of movement

ordors,
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AVIE-{TVE A 17 April 1968
SUBJBCTt Cambat Operat ians = After on!on Report

be U,S. Air Porost Alr support throughout the operation

wes provided by the 7th U.S, Alr Foree employing Ime~planned and ime-
mediate air strikes. 'Thir!;!-ehroo pre=planned strikes were omploysd
duridg this operation, mostly on preselectesd beaching sites and tap«
gou. Yreeplanned requests were Sutmitted through Army ohannels Dy
elephone Zrior to each operation. Immediate requests were initi-
ated via Alr Foros ajngle side~-band gommuniocation system after
approval by local cormendsy, Moot of the air strikee employed
againat fortiridd bunker vositions were effeoctive in dutreying the
eneny!s bunkers, Air strikes employsd sgainet fleeing ground trodps,
and preparation of bexhing and landing scneés were modt effective,
No s Fiﬁ.ome problems were encountered duvini the empléyment of
air strikoss targets were properly marked and ldentified. On sever=
al cocoasions airoreft with unexpended ordnance were diverted and
effeotively employed nﬁainab tergets of opporbunu:g. On several
other ooccusions, C-47 "SPOOKY" Flare Ships equipped with miniguns
were omploiod to support and peinforcoe elements of ths Brigade which
wore heavily engaged with tho enemy during hours of darkness.
Reaction times of response to requests for flare ships were sxcele
lent and thoir suprort was effective not only im reinforcing
friendly elements, but also in deatroying the enemy,

6s Army Aviationt Army aviation sssets of III and 1V
Corps provided gunship support and light helicopter airlift support,
Aviation requirements wsre submitted to the next inmedinte Head-
quarters whioh exeroissd opsrational cqutrol of the Brigade, Tactie
o1l plans and operaticns wors often medified whon Army airlift -.»
sssets were not avellable, diverted or withdrdwn from the Brigade
and reallocated for a hisher priorih{ mission, When airmobile helie
eoghr oompanies wore tvailabls, thelir smployment enhanced the mo=
bility of the Brigade, such that fighting elements wers insertsd as
required sdthin the area of operaticns’so reinforce friendly units
or blook, sngage and de.troy the onemy.

de ARW: 21st ARVN Divisidn omductbed tactical operations
in ocoordination and ocooperation with the Brigade, Elemants of the
ARVN Division opsratod independently éf the Brigade, within the
tactioal area of operational intorest, Areas of operation were
ococordinated and eatablished ao as to insure that operatidns of both
Free World Armod Foroes would compliment sach other, i,e, sharing
of matual AQ bour. .aries to blook the snemy's withdrawal through
the adjaocent AQ,

es Artillery:t Artillery oupgorb throughout the operatim
was . provided by tho 3rd Battalion, 3ith Artillery (=) from forward
fire support bases establisred on floating barges, During one of
the operatians, Battery C, 2-35th Arbnlor{ was attached to the base
eatbabdblished wiGhin the A0, Responses to all fire missions were
prompt and assistod in suppress ns enemy fires} oounter mortar and
high explosivo fires wers employed extensively. All artillery fires
were effeotive] however, employment proocedures must be improved
upon at the adjustmont leval, On several ocoaslons, friendly
positions were nobt'cluarly identifiod and artillery fires were
employed too oloso,

B.INF%’E_H._}Ma s, Oecneral, Within the GAI RANG District
PHONG D! rovince, the enemy deoroadod the intensity of his attasi ¢
againet arban aroas, although the rmajérity of his forocos remained
in olose proximity to Egpulned arsas, During the renewed major
Viet Cong offenaive (TET Cempaign 1966) in the IV lorps ares, the
enemy employed the majority of his main and looal foree unite in
vust attaoks against yrbap areas,, The intensity of these attacks
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SUBJECTY Conbat Cpirations - .ifter ..ction Beport

apd the vnomys willingnces to aoccpt unprcocdontod losms, indioatod

that ht antioiprted provoking & guncral uprising dveignod to influ-

onac the desired destination of the goviernmentsol structurc, Tho

onony's previous notivitice dononstrated his abllity to expend

munitions cxtinsively; whioh indloated that hie rosupply capabilitics

E wero ~dequate 2nd vosaibly that his$ punitions snc sun-lica Were pree
po6itionod prior to his attacke,

b, Enemy Forcoas: Numcrous intclligunou renorts indiocated
thet the cacomy hed improved his strength thrcushout the Phong Dinh
Province, and inorccscd his movomont within the T.0I, Vict Cong,
proucxﬁtins activitics suecoceded in inercasing the nunber of VC
throughout thy provinoce. 1In most cnscs young reoruits vieru agsigned
to units rnd sent to bottlo with cwinipum treining; this cnabled the
VC to display considcrable foreo on tho battlcficld at minimum risk,
For cxrnvle, the TiY DO Battaelion vn8 belioved to hrve reoruited
substantinl nurbers of personncl on the strength of their reputation
supportcd b¥ a considorable propaz-nda offort, Encmy forecs within
tho PHONG DINH Provinoc were identificd asi  306th Mcin Foroo Battal-
ion (MF), 303rd MF Bettzlion, the ToY DO I and II Battelions, the
U MINH 10th Batterlion PMF cnd a Militrry Roglon III Hqe acconpanricd
by a scourity clement of 200 men from the TM 3173 Battrlion. The
T.Y L0 Battslion II wes nlso referrod to as the 307th MF Bottalicn,

(1) The 306th MF Batt-lion w:s obscrved in the vioinity
480203 and 893061 with en catip-ted strength of two compcnies,
Obscrvation of this unit of 11 February indloated thot the battolion
wag loontud ot vicinity W86510. Tho battalion wns roported to have
had o flame thrower: (man pnok) asscts, and w-s allegodly considerud
to be proficiunt with that enpndbility,

(2) The 309th MP Battzlion wra sighted in tie vielnity
87707, on 12 Fedbrunry, vith an ustim-ted of 500 troops, Tht bottal=-
lon w~s oompoacd of & HQs Comvany, three Infentry Comp-nlca, o Roocone
najasance Comorny, And a Sapner clemont,

(3) The 303xd MF Bettalion was idcntificd on 12 Feb-
ruary as boing loo~tud along a strcam, from viocinity WR?759995 to
WR762965, and along & orncl vielnity W8777013 to JR774976, The oper-
ational strongth of this bettalion was ustimated to be approximatoly
450 troops, Thc brttnlion oonulsted of o He dquarters Company, throo
Infrntry Compenius, o Combot Supwort Compony, ~n anti-olreraft clom-
ont, a Rooconnoissonce Company ond o Sappor olcment,

(%) Tho Ta¥ DO Battalion wng oconsidercd onu of the
most 0litc VC fighting units, It's totnl strenath nunbired 500
troops, The battalion oonsistud of & He-dquarters Cermpany, threo
Infantry Conpanics, o Hecvy Yoapons Company and o Sapper Conpany,
?Sgébttgnlion was looatud in tho vieinity of the 306th MF Battnlion
£10).

(5) Roports ronuived indieetcd that a scoond TuY DO
Batt~lion wcs o:uvreting in the Phong Dinh Province (vialnity w857707)
, with an totinntued etrensth of approxinately 240 mon, The battalion
‘ was to hnve oonsieted of thres rifle conp-nica,

(6) Thc U MINH 10TH Battalion PMF wns riportud to bu
looatud vielnity JR709880 to WR?770810 on 12 Fedbrumry, The battollion
was conpostd of four Inf-ntry Companits of 100 men caoh) and arrived
ot that loo-tion aftcr its attack on Raoh Gin,

1

(7) The III :ilit~ry Ruesion Hundquariers oontrolled tho
provinces of Rach Gia, Can Tho, Vinh Long, Tr= Vinh, Sooc Tr-ng and
Ca Mau, Thc hurdquerters noved from violnity wn??eé to the junction
of the Kinh Sang, Kinh 3aintcnoy eancla, vioinity WR770870,
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SUBJACT1 Combrt Oper~tions « After Action Report
9. HISwICN

a, Conduoct riveorine, airmodbile, soaroch and swoop aperotions
in Cal nulNG Dycivie*, ..ONG UfNH Province, to loonte, fix, and dest-
roy vitaunis of VG 303, 300 ami 503 AF Sattalicn ~ad T.Y Lo Dazsan.
lons I =nd II in zone,

By In aooporation with clumonts of 218t .RVN Division,
conduct riverin», &jrmobilu, scarch and swoop opurations in savit
4InF Distriot, .aONG DINM Provincu, and ThU.u: alu Distriot, Ba ALYun
Provinel, to looate & dustroy VO IIP ITI Hosdquarters cnd attached
onomy oluvmonts in gonov,

o, Conduot watcrborne ocordon and infontry soaroh nnd olear
oporations on island of CU L..0 MY, law O Distriot of VlIwa slaa
Provineo, to tlimin~tc gucrrilla ¢liumonts thureon,

., 4, Conduot rivorine, airmobile 2nd suarch & sweep opur~tion
in Cul haile Distriot PaliG DINH Province, in ooopurction with clum-
Lnte of 21st .BVM Divieion to locate, fix & dostroy clements of
303rd, 306th, 309th MR Battalions (VC) and other c¢nemy ulumints in
gonv,

10, CONCEPT OF QPsit..lION;

o8, Thc opurrtion as originally conocived was to be conduoctw
6d in threo phasee involving dopleynont, umploymont and rudoploymont
of tho Mobilo Rivirinu Forocs, Tho first phasu consistid of doploy-
ment of tho MRF from DCNG T.h te Gl THOs aftor whioh both ..rmy and
Navy ulements woro umaloyed in taotioal oporntions, The (mploymuent

heso camoludud gonerally with the coursu_of friundly oour:tions con=
uotud constituting Opor "tion Q0aVL.LO ALs Thu rodevloymint phose
conoluded the opuration with tho MBF roturning to the DONG L.l aroas,

Y. The initial dunloyment phesu of Operrtion COnOlwO XI
conrenood on 12 Fehruary 1968, with th. movoment of thu liobile
Rivurint Forov (MaF) rfrom Dong Tam to an anghoragu point in thu
vicinity of Ol Td0s Tho MAP, minue thu 3-80th Infontry troop car-
rior, .PL-26, proocedud up thu Mukeng River to an anchorag. ‘at tho
oastcrn ontrance to tho Vam Nao, arriving at approximately 2000 hours
Early thc morning of 13 Februsry with & fovoradble high tido, thy MAP
unite oconplitid troneit devn the Vam Nao, into the Bassac and prooc-
voded down stroem, arriving off CuN TEO shortly aftor 1300 hours
having counleted 8 trrneit of 109 milos from Dons Tam. Tlw “PL-Zé
undor tow, proccidud indupcnduntly with ¢scort to join thce MRF at
Cull IO arriving on tho aftorncaen of thu ilth PFobruary,

: oy Four signifionnt offansivc onorsations trore initiatod
during COROILDO XI+ Fach opurction was durived from analysis of in-
crocsLd cnopy eotivity within tho Brigedo's U..0B and nissions s
signud by highur huodquartors, OFOHU3 woru pruparcd joinstly by army
and Navy clemonts comprising the Mobileu Riverint Forec for vach of
the offunsive opurotions, Opurrtion COHLILDO XI vugan vith tho im=
plemontntion of OPORD 15-68 and omnloy-unt of watcrvornu (Riverine)
inscrtions of infontry unite along the Rach Can Tho ia Cai Rang
Distriot, Phonzg Dinh Provinocu; this being tho first time a major
U,8, 4rmy Porouv hed oconductod tactioal opurntions in the southurn
cxtromity of the Rupublioc of Vietnoam, Tho MRF's mission rcad os
followss MAF oconduocts riverino, airmobilu, scaroh and swop opure
ations in Cul NG Distriot) Phohg Dinh Provinou, to looate, fix
and dustroy clinents of VC 303, 306 and 309 MF battolions and TuY
DO Battelions I and II in zono,.

(1) 004l 1568y Tho oconoupt for this opur~tion in=-
volved dcenloyin: thu 3-47th Infantry by rivierine movimint to ul

4 CONFIDENTIAL
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MIJL;, there tie battaiion wculd conduct beach assrults cn threo (3) landing
: sites. Each buach assnult landing would be supported by -rtillery and Naval
} fire suppcrt. Upen cimpicotion of the besch assaults, TF 117's absiult sups
' . port patrcl bonts (WSi3) and trcop carriers would eatntlien wat:r tlocks.
! Upon baacking, thie battaiion would attack n.rth in zonc, ard kackicad on

avmnisd tmane arvrisme  sw Andnn oA avhanntant amrlinve.nt alsiwh re withe

me T mp wemmsa—e—g s memcsy Ve - s - v
in the aUs w/3-60th Infantry would be ecployed as a Rapld Reacticn Force
(RRF) and wi.s prepurcd to conduct airmobile oparations in the .G und vetablic
tlocking jositicn {(®) or reinforce friendly wvlements in contact. The 3-60th
[ Infentry (~) upon closure in the Mobil: Riverine Bese would prepared to cun=
} duct offensive operations witnin the ,LC,
|

(2) CEFGuD l5-65: For this .peraticn, the Brigade wiuld deploy both
raneuwver battaiicr: by riverine mcvezent fro; buse austen to .0°8 Dickens
and Jrackeray. lie 3-47th Infantry would conduct buncii assaults cn three
landing uites in o0 Tackeray, Elenents landing cn b-uci 1 and 2 would then
swesp 8.uthwaat in zure aiong either side of the Kinh Loi Hiey, Elemcnts
landing on the third beach would ther sweep northwest slcng the caet aide
of Kinh Swinteroy. Tne 3-60th Infantry wculd be employ=d ts conduet beach
landing ndoauits in aw UlcKoens on 3 benen Sutuse  Elements +irg beacnres 1
and.2 w.ulu S.vepr suuthuaat 1n zone along citinr size JLF Jalrteroy;
while tQe rocaining ciements of the battalicn, seizing bBusc. 3 wiuld swaap
southuast in zune paralloi to Kink Scintenoy. Sweupihis vperations by.boih
battalions would fix elements of the VC MF III Headguurters tiereby denying
their withurcwal from the area. artillery and Naval fire support would be
proviced from org.nic ns®etd of thu frigade and TF 117 re9peotively, artile
lery fires would be ruinforcad by C/2-35th artillery which wus OPCON to ihe
Brigade, Pruplanned ane immedigtu airstrikcs would be omployud ae roquiroed
by the tacticul situation., To permit pawsage 04 arzorud treop sarrders thru
the canal, tho centur span of tho bridge at Phung Elop was reyuired to be
¢ithor removed or rolscd. The 3/D/L5 Englnuers woula nce.mplish this tusk
prior to the crrival of the ATC's at that point. &ll farcuu would be oxe
tracted frow tio O, tha vverdng of ¢3 Februirys

5

(3) OrUARD 17~66t To oliminate the guerrilla elemunts on the
island ci Cu Lac May, a waterborne ¢ordon of the island would be established
NLT 240630 Febru.ry. Immediately following the curdon, louutcpoaker instruce
tions would be provided by thu Buigad-'s Psychologicul Operations Detachment,
These instructions would inform the irhabitants of the nature of tho opera-
tions and dirvcted tron tu iceve to one of rwo cullcction podnts where thoy
would bo screencd., Modoapys would be conducteu ovncu:routly with the scroe
oninge ~ two hour pericd (0630 tu uB30) wuuld be allotted to the inhabitante
to get to the collectiorn pointa, .fter which, tiic two mancuver battallons
would make beach landings at oack ¢f the islend to cunduct ncureh and cleur
operationts Tho 3-47th Infantry would bosch on tho wust und cf the lsland
and conduct a deteil soaren southeast in zone to the bottalion boundarys
The 3-60th Infuntry would beazh on thu east end of the ioland and conduct
a autail searoh northwoet in gone to it's boundary, Fire cupport would bo
 provided boti by 3elhth artillory (=) and Naval boate if r.quired,
Y ) e '
(4) OFCKD 1Bw68: This operation weulid involve deoployment of sthe
3-47th Infantry by riverine movenent to the 40 to attack ssuth in zones The
3.60th Infentry w.uld bo dopi.yed to a plekup zone (PZ) in the vicinity of
the 0 whence thu Lattalion would conduct airmobile assaultn into the ,,0 to
aotablioh blocking pausitions orientud tu the northe On the Zollowing duy
both battalions weula be prepared to continue operations southwest in zone.
Pruplanned and fumediate airatrikes would be employed to eupport the opera-
ticns The 3=34th .rtilivry (=) wouwld depivy to FSB Ricardo to support the
operations IF 117 unito would eotablish saturution petroels cn the Song
Can Tho to pravernt snemy oxfiltration tu the douth, East und Weut,

CONFIDENTIAL
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11, RXECULICN:
as 14 February 19681

(1) Approximately C700 hours, the MRF initiated ocombat dperations
in acuurdance with OPLAN 15-68) employing the 3=47th infantry in a riverine
assault to seise teach landing sitee: Green 1, cocordinates W8 783035 Green 2,
eoordinates WS 786038) and Green 3, coordinates W8 788404s  Brave, Charlie and
Doho Companies were deploysd by AIC's and g3ized landing sites Green 1, 2 and
3 resprotively encountering wo enemy contaot or resistance. Assault boats of
River Divieion 92 established waterborne patrols from coordinates W8 759036 to
WS 826057 on the Raoh Can The to provide support amd blooking forcess The ocapan~
ios then began their aweep northwest in zone, Lmeujatsly after the assault lamd=
ing, airs:rikes were em, 1oyed to aes‘roy suspected enemy positions vicinity
W8 77%607. The 3-47th Infantry oontinued its sweeping mission after waiting
bvriefly for the arisirikes to terminates 4/3=4Tth Infantry, wiich was introduced
into the 40 -. (720 houre landing on gites Green 3, asaumsd the misaion of battalion
resarve and displaced no.thwest bshind E Com,.any.

(¢) Approximately 1025 hcu.rs, 4/3-474h Infaptry engegod five (5)
VC, movin; acroms an oj:en area vicinaty WS 770054, with small arms and ~rtillery
fires} « Bsearch of tho area of ccntect wag made, dusing which the company fcund
one (1) VC KI4d ard & large arms cache. The arms oache was located in the viecinity
’r WS 779050 and contained the following itemss 165 oharges or B-40 rockets,
50 B-40 rockeis, 5¢, anti-personnel mines, 56 heavy 10=K mines, 200 lbe of
explneives, 109 chioom grenades, 140 fragmentation grenades, three 82mm mortar
rounds, 400 conoussion grenades, (59) 79mm recoiless rifle rounds, 89) 120zm morvar
rounds, two 82mm mortar bipods, 92 oharges [or RPG=7-P, several cans of lcose
M-47 ammunition and aseorted medioal suppliess The company remained within tha
immediato area and asvourod the arms ocache until an IOD team arrived to destroy ite
Civilians in the area informed &/3=47th Infantry that 20 VC weru meen in the
area moving mouth with supplies prior t0 the Americana arrival.

(3) &t 0826 hours B/3-47th Infantry, during its aweep northwest,
looatad 19 "L" ghaped bunkers vicinity WS 763050 and destroyed them with hand
grenades and oxplosivess Ona hour later the comyany engaged four (4) VC vioinity
WS 783054s Ehortly thereafter, the comiany recoived fire from an estimated VC
squad in the vieinity of WS 775063. Artillery fires wure employed on the enecy
poaition, silenoing hie fire. The arvs was wearched rosulting in negative findings.
Contact was again eatablished at 1435 houra, with what was thought to be an
estimatcd VC syuad mize foroe vicinity W9 781074, The ensmy clooted to withdraw
inetead of fightings Three VC were ohsorved flseing the areaj one of which was
arned with an k47 rifles The two unarmed VC were oaptured, 4An immediate intor-
rogation of tha POW's revealed trat they were members of the 309 VC Bgttalion.
DBravo Company continued their movement wvaot along a etroam line tu locate & small
group of VO that ARW units, to tho east, had reportedly flushed into th. area.
The oompany waa engagud again at 1545 hours reuveiving hoavy volumvs of sutouatic
weapons firos During this engagument tho ocmpany sustained four men WHi, and
rejorted that they were in contact with an estimated VC Oompagy. Alpstrikee and
artillery were umploy.d to roinforoe B/3-47th Infantry. The assault boats extend=
od their patrols to viuinity of W8 716068 tc provide additional flanking support.
Qunships wore also employed to reinforoe the oompany in suppressing the heavy
volume of enomy fires. The gunships wore employed in continious passes and
B‘x:vidod sloso irn su,jort within 25 waters of B/3=47th ferward most position.

ing this ongagcnent the gunships provided autatanding support while being eng-
aged also by enomy firos. One gunship discharged a rocket auring s pass over
the company's position rusulting in one US AHA and texm WHas & dust off (medical
evaouation) was requeatecd but the intunec engagemont delayod its arrivel until
s later timo in the days As the engagcmont continued the volume of enemy's firo
wig ooming oast from the B Company location, )
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The company then maneuvered to vicinity of WS783072, at wkich point they
began to receive fire from their front and both banks. At 1635 hours
the Battalidn Comumnder requasted that A/3-60th Infantry be comnitted
on LZ Palcon vicinity W373506L to block and f1x the YC forre. E/3=4Tth
Intantry and A/3-60th Infantry were tssked to mcve intc the ares and
reinforce Bravo Company.

(¥) E/3-L7¢h Infantry was origirelly sweeping ncrthweat
from vicinity of W3T86038 to WS1530;{. it vas at the latter location

viere they engaged four VC t.efore moving further to the ncrthweat tn
vicinity of W8773Ct0, Approximately 1715 hours the conpany began its move-
ment to the north tc essist B/3-L7th Infantry, Two hours later the company
begen its employment to pomition alongside of B Company. At this time

the E/3-47th was heavily engaged and subsequently pinned down by enemy fires
vieinity W8789072 from their rorth and east, and could not continued

fervard into position beside B Company at that time, Artillery was employed
aguinst ecremy poeitions to assist E Corpany. During the artillery

engagerment one US KHA and five WHA regulted from a short round, The

contact continued with botk B and E/3.LTth Infantry engaging the enemy. Echo
3-47th Iinfantry wae receiving heavy autcmatic weapors fire from the

north tark of the canal approximately 30C rmetevrs west of B/2-u7th

Infantry iocation vicinity of wW5786C7:, At 2luk hours, tiie patrolling

boats hailed an unlighted sampan, The occupants deve into the water, and

the sampan was destroyed by fire,

(5) The 3-60th Infantry (-) was continuirg its riverine
movement to the MRB, A/3-60th, which hed deployed with the MNF vas
OPCON to the 2nd Brigede, The company provided MRB secutity ut PZ Troy
for the JeLTth Infantry and remained as. the Brigede RRF. The 3-60th
Infantry clomed imto the MRF at 1270 hours, at which tirme Alpra Company
was alorted as the Brigade RRF and committad into the ereca of operation
OPCON to the 3-L7th Infantry approximately 1700 hours, The corpany vas
tasked and executed an airmobile assault to assiet B/3-LTth in 'lair
contact vicinity WST90C84, A/3-60th Infantry conducted an airmobile
ansault fror the MRB to an LZ 1500 to 1800 meters south -f B/3-k7th
poeition., The company then proceeded north moving along the cansl
running north to south tovards Bravo Company location, Due to limited
visability (derknees) it was nocespary for Alpha Company to advance ir
column formstion employing the 2nd Plt as the lead platcon followed bty
the lst 3rd and bth platoons. Approximately LOO meters from the LZ
the 3rd platoon observed two VC moving weit acroos the axis of advance of
the companyy the two VC were angaged and killad, One of the two VC was
arned vith o chicom cerbine, later during the companyd movement the
3rd and Uth platoon otaerved four VC {n & sempan ruving due seuth from
the northvest in the canal, The srmpan was engaged resulting in b V¢
KIA. 8%411 continuing their movement toward B/3-L7th Inlantry lccation,
A/3-60th could hear firing of their cngagemeni, Svo VC were moving
down the eaxe trail that Alpha Company wns moving up. The point man of the
%nd platoon cbsorve the two VC and engaged them killing cre; the other
evaded, Approximately 2230 hours Alphe Zompany nad reach their position
from which they would reinforce Brave Company however, at this time
the VC had atarted to broak contact. Coordination was mede with B/3=kTth
und A/3-60th Infantry sot up a porimeter of defense for the nright. During
the night A/3-60th engaged all enory sctivity on the trail, Approxicately
17 to 20 VC were engaged with probable KIA's, .

(6) €/3-47th Infantry during its sveep northeast dias-
Ploced to vieinity WBT810L3 and collected five detainees. At 0942 hours
the company ruported hearing fire from vicinity WS776051, Tte compar:
moved tcwards the dirocticn of the firing and destroyed onc chizcm type
grenade booby trap while enroute (W3TT4052), The company was then sub-
Jected to sporadic aniper fire, Artillery fires were empioyeci on sumpected
sniper locations. The gniper(s) fires inflicted four cesualtics upon
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the company (1 KHA and 3 WHi's), A Qust off was reguested and completed

at 1225 hours. The compeny then moved into the srea vhers the snipers

vere locsted and found & VC bese camp (WB79105L) econtaining $00 1bs of
medical supplies and some cocking utensils. The pedical supplies vers
evacuated alone vith thres enldiers vho were injured acaidently by a

grenade. C/5alTth Infantry then displaced to vicinity WST771055 and

remained there until 1714 hours, at which time they emcounterdd sporsdic
sniper fire, Approximately 2145 hours, the company vas resupplied at

theat locationy they alsc receivea supplies for Alphs Company. C/3-L7th
Infantry vas alerted et 2230 hours to provide security for a helicopter
downed by enemy fires vicinity WST550L1, At 2335 hours an elemert of Charlie
Cozpany began ite airlift intc the ares to sedure one 4 two UH-1D helicopters
downed by hostile fire. The helicopter vas on & dust off (medical
evacuation) mission at the time it vas sngaged. Its crev was determined

to be safe and later evacuated. An additional slement of Charlie Company
was airlifted into the area to assist in securing the sircraft until it

was feasidle to extract it,

(7) The enemy continued to engage sleménts of the 3-LT
Infantry throughout the avening and into the night. During the even-
ing Charlie and Echo Compapies 3-60th Infantry were committed into
the A0 by Riverine movement to cstablish blocking positions in the vicinity
cbjective 5T, coordinateas WSE11056, The corpanies beached in the vicinity
of WBB1604S at 2010 hours uncpposed and proceeded to vicinity of objective
57. Both battalions established their defensive positions for the night and
engaged eneny activity near their perimeters, No significant engagements
were encountered. After land‘ng the two companies, doata of River
Division 111 established patrole from wsao's’Rs to W8826057 and dlocked
throughout the night.

(8) 1In addition to the patrols on the Bong Can Tho, at
the request of 1V Piverine Advisory Peracnnsl, TF 117 established patrols
on the Song Hau Olang between WB502065 and WR968997 to interdict a VC
erossing corridor,

b, 15 Fedruary 1568

(1) Approxizmately OTOO hours the Brigade continued rivering
airmobile, search and svesp operations in tone, These cperaticns required
ealements of the Brigade to move into AD SIDNEY to fix and destroy snemy
slements looated vithin the TAOI., The 3-LTth Infantry sontinued its
svesp of the ares of contact of the previous evening, Isho and Brave
Companies displaced from tha vicinity of ocbjective 1Ll to conduct & search
and sveep operation towards objective 223, then scuth in sone. Alpba
and Charlie Conganiu moved from vieinity objective 151 north and vest
to objective 138, then scuthvest in tone to seite cbjective 232, Throughe
out the morning elements of the 3-L7th Infantry located two VC KIA from the
previous day's engagement, Three POW's without wespons were captured, in
addition to one AK 47, ons ML rifle, several grenades, some azall arms
amunition and medicel supplies. A snd C Companies 3=iTth Infantry engaged
a sampan beliaved to be exfiltrating VC'sy thres VC vere killed in
this engagesment. Bravo Company questicned local inhabitants within
the AQ and was inforned by ono, Victnamese, that he had seentsnVQ who
wers KIA in yesterday's contact, Other Vietnamese agid the VC had sustsined
heavy casualties as & result of the airstrikes. In one contact at 139%%
hours, A/3-4Tth reported ocne VC KIA while conducting their search and
sveep operations. The enamy harassed the battalion throughout the day
employing sniper fires and boody trepe, and avolding significant contact
vith the friendly forcea. This haressment activities (snipers, boodby
traps) resulted in tvo US scldiers KHA and 1k US WHA., Seven VC were
reported KIA by the batellion.

(2) The 3-60th Infantry began its offensive cperations
by deploying Alpba and Echo Companies on ATC's of River Division 111

' L VBN TTAL,
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unopposed, The companies continued their search and sweep operations
eaft then south in tone. Approximately 1300 hours, Charlie Company vas
engaged wvith snell arms fire. The five wap returned resulting in one

V€ XIA. The VC was believed to be an officer wha had in his possession
one c)ucau piltol. & DAD cese eontuning rcu.r to ‘xve naps of the CAR THO

- . =
CaSE @i vau hRied Gl ewe Lap Wl Sl TS A Lall an hour ety i [ vyy

received moderate small arms fire from the vicinity WS740080; the fire
was returned being reinforced with gunship firee inm the vioinity W8T36074;
ancther VC KIA was obtained as & result of tbis contect. Ech@é Company
during tueir eweep wnt pearch detained three individuais and found two

VC KIA and one AKX 47 vieinity WB739077. Alpha Company in thoir seerch
located three VC KIA from the previous day's activities and one US
carbine. Throughout the day the battalion located e total of seven VC
KIA, tvo weepcns, one PRC-25 redio and detained four individuels. Waterborne
blocks were mainteined by River Divieion 111 between WE718085 and
WST507hS. At 2020 T-111-13 received small arms and autopatic weapons

firs #rom both banks vicinity WST1606T. The ATC returned suppreseing
fire but wvas attacked again five minutes later., ATC-111-7 wes dispatched
to aseist, but T-11l1-13 wvas again able to suppress the fire froc an
eptirated squad c? VC,

¢, 1€ Petruary 1968:

(1) Throughout the night (15 Fedruary 68}, the 3-L7th
and 3-60yh Infantry Battelions did not have any significent enemy contact.
However, the '.et Cong initiated a mortar attack egainst the CAN THO
airfield approxirately Cl15 hours. The attack lasted until approximately
0155 hours resulting in the destruction of one watch towver, one 3/b
truck and one engineer crane, A UH-1D Cobrea received major damsgo eand
snother received ménor damage. A mohavk was alsoc damaged by 50 cal
tire, Eight US personnel wers wounded during the attack. Elements of
the 2rnd Brigade were not requested to reinforce the asirfield; because the
enery's attack was not an attempt to seige the airfield. Enemy troops
positioned cutside of the sirfield engaged the alrfield with smell
arms and ,50 cal fire.

(2) The 3-4Tth Infuntry continued their operations
southwest of CAN THO. At 0700 hours Chaerlic and Fche Companies, 3-47
Infantyy began their sweep operations southwest: thelr night kite '
wers left behind at Alpha Company's location to be extracted by air,
Alpha Company remained at vicinity Wi763063 until 1000 st vhich time they
l.eaded on two helicopters acquired by the Battalion commarder from
CAN THO Alrfield end were airlifted to F8B RICARDO (WS785042) where
they were to remain until they could load on ATC's and join the battalien
riverine convoy tc viecinity WRT939T76. Alpha Company clused FSB RICARDO at
2059 completing their shuitle, At 1245 hours Charlie and Echo Companies -
comploted their movo, arriving at WS762037, where tiey ionded on ATC's.
Alpha company remained at F8B RICARDO until 1252 lLiours, at which time
they locded at ATC's ond joined the tattalion convcy enroute to the beaching
aite, vicinity WR793976, erriving at 1Lu0 hours. Folloving the beach
assault, Charlie and I'.cho Companies began to sweep west. At 1538 hours,
Alpka Conpnny backlonded on ATC's vieinity WR792976 and corducted a
riverine movement to vicinity WRT92931 for the purpose of securing e
PZ st that lccatlon end proparing positions for e battaelion night perie
meter, Charlie end Echo Companies awept west and then northwast to
Alpha Company's position vicinity WRT92991 with no contact., Saveral
€ivilians vounded in an earlier airstrike were i‘reated and evacuated by
the buttalion surgeon. A battalfon perimeter was established vicinity
WRT79299]1 matride the river and resupply wae completed et that location
at 1830 hours. The 3.6G0th Infentry -ontinued their operations southwest
of CAN THO aleo. Later in the day, Alpha and Charlie 3-60tL Infantry
engaged four VC; one VC KIA wag reported icrediastely after the engegenent,
Jp:other scarch of the ares the following day rcevealed the bodies of
the other three VC, A toutal of seven VC were KIA during hoth bettalion
operations,
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(3) At 1385 hours & RARE (Riverine Armored Reconnaissance
Blemsnt) consisting of two Mbnitors and four ASFB's procseded on the
Song Can Tho from YOPB RICARDD to VC WBTI60LS to investigate e report of
&-VC crossing, The RARY retwrned to the fire support bese at 1510 without
incidetit or enemy contact. Units of River Division 11l coumenced patrols

Loteoon WARAANeL .ea uen ahaue 1330 T 17N the hratae had

wewe ety St iope wmamde asllle -

destroyed 76 bunkere and reported negligible suxpan traffic, Other

T7 117 Yoats continued pightly patrols along the Song Can Tho snd the

Song Hau Giang. At 2330, boats of River Division 91 provided mortar

fire in support of an ARVE outpoet at WR733990 which was receiving small
arms fire, The enemy atteck vas suppressed and no hostile fire vas
received by the boats. About 2333 hours & sampan was destroyed by two
boats :t River Division 91 vicinity WBTLOOOT. The two occupants apparently
escaped,

4. 17 Pedruary 1968

The Brigsde continued offensive opsrstions southwest of
CAR THO , employing 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry in search and
eveep operations, The 3-UTth employed Alpha Company by riverine
movement (ATC) vieinity WRT93883 to conduct their eveep north. The
company engaged and killed one of two VC who threv & grersde at elements
of Bcho Company vicinity WR7T00013. The coupany .datinued its svesp
northvard and terminated {te operation at 1643 hours, arriving vicinity
WRB000Lk; at which point they boarded ATC's and returned to the MRB,
Charlie and Echo 3-UTth Infantry vere amployed in search snd sveep opera-
tions by medns of riverine movemsnt also, moving northvard, In the
forsmention contact, Bcho Company engsged one of two VC hiding 41 »
sniper hole who thrav two grenadss at their sdvan: ing elements, One
VC was KIA by the company, however, scven UB WHA resulted from the enemy
grenades. A dust off vas requested and gompleted, In & search of the
sres, the company found tvo veapons (one UB 43 plstol and one chicom
9um pistol) and tve grenedes. “he 3-60th Infantry contiznued their
offeneive cperatiocns moving northward within the A0, no significant
contact was encountered by the battalion, On one cccession Echo
Company located and daptured one VC vho was hiding in a spidar hole.
The VC was taken ceptive along with his chicom carbine, Elemente of
the battalion terminated their operstion and conducted s riverine
movement back to the MRF, Three additional VC who vere KIA on 16
Fedruary vere located during the day. 7The Thres VC were s part of the
group of four vhich vere engaged by Alpha and Charlie Company 3-60th Infantry.
A search of the immediate ares only indicated one VC XIA} however, the
additional three VO vers found during the company search and swveep
operations todey. TT 117 unite continued nightly patrols with River
Division 91 reporting 4B bunkers destroyed or heavily damaged ond 123
sampans searched,

o 18 February l968i

- The Brigade initiated search and sveaep operations in the
vicinity of the CAN THO sirfield to lcoate enezy morter and rocket
positions frow which the VC use te launch o morter attack on the airfield.
The 3-L7th Infantry assumed the tesk of RRF and assisted in the security
of the MRB conducting multiple riverine and ground patrols, The 3-60th
Infantry Battalion sxecuted a riverice movement to beach landing sites
1 and 2 from which points tvwo companies swept south then east) and two
companies swept south then west toward objective t.ree and then moved
northvest to the backlosd point. River Divisjien 111l estsdlished
interdictory patrols in the vicinity of the landing beaches in direct
support of the troops, Tvo moniters and tvo ASPB's of River Division 112
commenced patrols on the Bong Can Tho from W8826038 to W8E71091.
Throughout the battalions search and svesp operations four locations
were determined to be positicns from whenoe the enemy had fired mortars.
Fo weapons or ammunition were found in the area, Neither wvas the battalion
able to locate any hiding placea for mortar tubes i,e., spider holes.
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| Bravo company 3~60th located one VC mortar position vicipity wB016091;

1 Charlie 3-60th Infantry located three VC murter poeitions snd ouv .50

sa) machine gun firing positios (oxpended rounds scattered in ares)
vicinity WSB16091. There was no contact throughout the day, and the battee
lion returnsd to the MR* (n the evening and comnenced preparation for the
following days activities,

i
t
[ f. 1Q Pabruary 1968:

(1) The Brigade initiated soarch and sweep operstions in
the vicinity «f Benh Thuy airfield to located enemy rocket and mortar
pesitions and to preveni ihe enemy from initieving an attack ageinsti
‘ the airficld, The Brigede employed 3-L7th Infantry by riverine moverent
to conduct recornalssance in force in the vieinity of the Binh Thuy
airfield; the battalion's search and swoep operation did not reveal
any firing positions for mortass or rockets. Negative contact was
mede during the above operation. Approximately 1240 hours ARVN
Forces cperating in the ares reported that they were in contact with
an estimated VC Battalion eire force in the vicinity of ws808c6k,

To relieve the magnitude of pressure on the ARVN force and concurrently
prevent the enery from escaping eouth and southwest from the area of
contact, the Brigrde Cormander coemitted the 3-4Tth Infantry and
elemerts of the 3-60th Inf-1-.rv into the A0 by eirmcbile and riverine
movement, Approximately i . ururs the 3-u7th Infantry's Alpbrn, Charlie
and Echo Companies ioadud welicopters, vicinity WST52118 and were air-
1ifted to a LZ in the vicinity of W3B05072, In Alpha and Echo Companies
spproach to the LZ, the helicopters were engaged by enemy autommtic
weapone fire, Artillery fires were employed on suspected enemy positions
to suppresa their fires., At 1720 hours the battalion (=) wes inserted
into the area of operatiocns. Alpha Company, followed by Echo Company,
began to sweep south during which time the company encountered sniper fire.
As the companies continued their movement, the lead conpany began to
receive automatic weapons fire from the south vicinity WSB06065 et 1825
hours, Within an hour Echo Company joined Alpha Company and continued

to swecp mouth, Charlie Company conducted ite afilift from PZ WHTSULLT
to LZ vicinity W5805071 and began tc sweep south also; encountering
shiper fire as they moved from the LZ. 8niper fire thus far resulted in
ona US KHA snd one US WHA, The company continued its movement south

to vicinity WSB07062 and at 1908 hours the company had destroyed

bunkers vicinity WEB0T062 and killsd one VC. At this time another US
vas WHA as & result of sniper fire., A 4ust off was initisted and the
helicopter vas hit by enemy fire, requiring it to make an emergency
landing at CAN THO. Approximately 2030 hours the battalion (=) reported
contact was broken/less with the gnremy forcws: A-battalion perimeter
was established with Alpha Company in the vicinity WS807063, Charlie
Company vicinity wW8806063 and Echo Company W3805063. Throughout the night
the enery probed sectors of the perimeter (A mnd C Corpanies) and
harassed the battalion with sniper firing. A flarsahip and artillery
tires were employed to prevent the enemy from penetrating the company's
perimeter, The eremy employed & fev mortar rounds in Charlie Company's
perimeter; however, no casualties were inflicted on friendly forces. At ° .
the end of the day's operation there were: 5 US KA, 1 detalnee, and
tve weapons capturad (1 AK L7 and MO).

€2) At the request of Senior Adviser, IV Corps,
TF 117 unite init{ated joint waterborne patrols with unitas of the VNN
River Aseault Group along a 13 mils stretch of the Rach Can Tho/Song
Can Tho to interdict all sampan traffic and to support the ARVN and
US Infantry. The patrols extended from WST73036 to WS872090, At 2217
houre Monitor 91-1 was struck by two B-40 rocket rounds vhich penctrated
her LOmn turret. Although seven persornel, inc..ding an embarked VNN
interpreter vere wounded, M-3lal war able t> suppress -the stitonatioc .
woapong and small arme fire which was coming from three positions on
toth banks in the vicinity W8725054, Four of the wyunded were medevaced
after a rendezvoua with a medical aid bdoat. The patrols continued
throughcut the night 11 an effort to prevent exfiltration of VC units
from the ares of opercations, At OlkO hours Monitor 72«2 received & ' °
racoiless rocket hit on the starboard side vicinity :3ThLOU8. The
round did not penetrate and fire was suppressed immediately.
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§. 20 February 1968:

The Brigads contizusd operstions in CAI RANG Distriet,
southwest of CAN THO. Beconnaiesance cperations were initiated to
regain enemy contact established the evening of 19 Fedruary. Both
maneuver battalions attacked in s0se to locate and destroy remaining
VC elements within the AO. Comtact was light throughout the day resulting
4n 1T VC KIA. The Brigade extracted the bdattalion back to the MRS in
sreparation for its forthcoming operatioca, 1P 11T continued interdiction
patrols without incident.

h. 21 thru 23 Pebruary 1968:

(1) The Mobile Riverine Porce, in conjunction with slements
of the 2lst ARVN Divieion, initiated cperaticns on 22 Pedruary in accord-
ance vith OPORD 16-86; * to'looate and dedfivy the VC Main Force III
Headquarters and other enemy ¢lements in tone. The scheme of maneuver
involved deploying the 3-60th Infaatry (-) by riverine movement into the
A0, landing on thres beaches. Two companies of the battalion swept to the
southeast in zone along the KINH SAINTENCY, Ancther company swvept
southeast in zone parallel to KINH SAINTENOY., The 3-4Tth Infantry (=)
deployed three companies by riverine movement to three beach landing sites.
Upon beaching the battalion employed two companies southwest in gone
along either side of KINH LOI HMIEU and the third company northwest along
the east side of XINH SAINTENOY. PFire support vas provided by C Battery
£-3% Artillery and 3-3Lth Artillery (-). Eeho Cozpany 3-608h Infantry vas
under OPCON of the Brigade for the purpose of securing fire support
base (MOB) ELIOT vieinity WR9OTBLL cn 22 February. In preparation for
their mission, E/3-60th Infantry conducted & riverine movement 212039
February from the NRB to the CAN THO Rag Pisr, for subsequent deploy-
ment to FAB Eliot the follvoing morning. Eunroute to FSB Lliot, the
company was tasked to provide convey/escort sscurity for C/2-3%5th
Artillery Battalion. The company vas provided 2 1/2 ton vehicles and
agumented vith five APC's by the 2let ARVN Divieion to accomplish *he
mission, Charlie L.W7th Infantry was deployed from Dong Tem to securs
one of the three forvard Fire Support Bases.

(2) Approximately 220400 Pebruary the 3-60th Infantry
(«) and 3<4Tth Infantry (=) loaded abosrd sruored iroop oarriers of *
TP 117.2.1 and TF 117.1.2 respestively and conducted a riverine movement
tovard the A0, The 3=60th Infantry (=) procesded dowvn the Kinh Saintenoy
Canal followed by 3-U7th Infantry (-). Approximately 0545 hours E/3-50th \
Infantry linked up with the ARVN elements and proceeded to provide escort ;
seourtty for €/2-35th Artillery Uep) to ¥ E1lét. It was originally
esatimated that tho firing battery would reach the F8B and be preparsd !
to fire by 0830 hours. The battery's movement was delayed becsuse, i
unknovingly to the US and ARVN forces, the snemy had employed explosives
in several locations along Highway 4 the previcus day, The convoy
govemant vas hindered as a result of the surface conditions of the road;
causing the battery to close at FSB Elict at 1129 hours. Alpha Company
3.47th Ianfantry debarked at FSB Fielding and established defensive
positions to secure the FBB,

(3) The 3.60th Infantry (=) and 3=4Tth Infantry (=)
econtinued their riverine movement to AC Dickens and Thackeray. The
Brigads and Battalion Commanders, while airborna over the. riverine
movement, cbserved saveral groups of Viet Cong meving throughout the
ares trying to evade, Some were runni: - for bunkers located through=
out the area. As the assault doats of 'k Foroe 17.2.1 predeedsd
through the Kinh Lai Hier, they were engeged vith sporedic suiper fire
from the north bank vicinity WR869827 to WR810807, The assault
bosts retwrned fire when fired upon, suppressing the enemy sniper
fires, Four US Navy personnel were alightly wounded dwring thess
sporadio sniper engagements, To obtain the overhead clearance required
for the boats to proceed under and beyond the Phung Hiep Dridge,
the center span of the bridge was lifted (raised), Enginoers lifted
the center span of the bridge threse feet with jacks; after which they
ingerted heavy lumbr beneath sach end of the bridge. The MAF continued
their riverine move. .t without delay through the ca. +. to the designated

lending sites in the A0, . 12 CONFIDENTIAL
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(i) The rapid and unique deploymcht of the MRF into the
AO atteined the desired element of surpnise which resulted in con=
fusing the enemy. The Brigade Commander decided to exploit the
enemy's massive exodus and directed a scheme of manev .r employing
the 3-kTth Infantry (-) and gunahiips to fix and destrcy the enemy
WOYiING throughivui vue siwe, sapacymcnt $f gunzhip fires va aanvdine
ated and controlled by both the Brigade Commander and the two Battalion
Commanders. The Battalion Cormander, 3-60th Infantry cbserved approx-
imately 15 VC evading through an open area approximately 200 meters
northwest of objective 29, Ounships engaged the VC killing five.
At thip time the Battelion Cormander observed VC moving throughout vhe
area running for bunkers and spidor holes which were also viuible from the
air, Hes requested more gunships to engage the fleeing VC; howvever,
the gunships vore not availeble at this time because of refueling/
rearming requirements, and their employment throughout the AO, The
Brigede Cormander directed sirstrikes be employed againet the enemy and
the bunkers instead of vaiting for the gunships. Airstrikes vere
diverted from pe~.planned targets and employed against enemy lLunker
poeitions. The Battalion Cosmander 3-LTth Infantry observed groups of
enery moving towards bunkers in the vicinity of the canal, Gunships and
the fire pover of the sssault btoats of TF 117 were employea againat the
VC and bunkera, The 3-4Tth Infantry Battalion (-) was inserted in
the vicinity of the fleeing Viat Cong to achieved the maximum tactical
edvantage bty blecking the snemy movement, Approximately 0950 hours,
Bravo snd Icho Companies 3-47th Infantry conducted a besch utsault
vicinity WS8LLELT in search for enemy forces, Charlie Company 3-LTth
Infantry remained aboard their ATC's prepared for cemmittment as the *
battalion reserve, Shortly aftar their landing, Brave and Echo Come
panies encountered heavy small erms and automatic weapons fire from thoir
north vicinity WRB45829, Airetrikes wers employed on suspocted snonmy
positionss Folloving the airstrikes, Bravo and Eoho Companies swept
north, then east and west, Bravo Company 3-UTth Infantry made contact
{immediately and continued to receive aperadic fire during their sweep,
Aly strikes were again employed on enery positions vicinity WRBLS829,
Bravo 3-47th thon moved to vioinity WR8%53824 ot vhich time they
svapt northeast receiving sporadic fire, The coupany during its search
operation found some uniforns, several pictures of VC soldiers (WRE32281)
and peversl vell camouflaged spider holce in the area; in addition
to killing 3 VC, Echo 3=UTth Infantry wncountered sporadie firs
while conducting their sweep meving towards vicinity WR8L5821, The
company reported eight VC KIA whilu conductipg their initial aweep,
Two US vere WHA by a grenade, and wers medicelly wvacuated by heli-
copter, The cormpany oontinued its movement north rosching the vieinity
of WRBLEB2S, at which peint it continued its search and sveep operations
wvest encountering sporedic sniper fire. Durirg thelr sweep E/3-4Tth
Infantry located ocna E0mm mertar, one¢ 57mm recoiless rifle and twe
home made bombs (vieinity WRBLSB2L) and opprehended two male dotainess,
Enroute back to the armored troop carrier the company reported s total
of 19 VC KIA. An additional 32 VC KIA were found by the 3-47th Infantry,

(%) The 3-60th Infantry continued their riverine
povemant towards AO Dickens during the goriod in which the 3.4Tth was
exploiting the initial contact, The 3-60th Infant:ry Battalion conducted
besch assaults on landing sites: Alpha Company vicinity WRBOTBOS,
Bravo Compeny vicinity WRE10627 and Charlie Company vieinity WRB17808,
The battelion then {nitiated search and destroy cperetions southeast
in 2one parallel to Kinh Baintsnoy. Throughout their operations the
btattalion did not encounter-any enemy contact, hovaver, they located
several booby traps and & bunker complex with spider holes.

(6) The 3-4T7th Infantry Battalion withdrew from the
initisl ares of contact at 1438 hours wnd loaded on the ATC's to continue
their movement to A0 Thackersy, The battalion conducted beach essaults
at 1505 hours at landing sites WR807806', WR812807 and WRS17808, and
then conducted reconnaissancc ocperations southwost in sone. At 2230 hours
Echo Company enfqod s saxpan vith four VC vicinity WRB08808 resulting
in four VC KIA (BC). Two sdditional VC KIA wereq located the following
day one by Fcho Company end the other HHC on MRB defenss,

3 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDR-UTM-A - 1T APRIL 1968 /6
SUBJICT: Oombat Operetiens - AfSer Astisn Report

(7) As & result of this operation 66 VC KIA'S8 (BC)
vere obtained, one STm recoiless rifle and one 60mm mortar bese plate
were daptured along vith severel apmo oans with wmmuniticn. One
bomd, 2 sampans, two homa made bombe and 2 grensdes vere destroyed.
Tvo POW's and 1 detaines were also obtained.

(8) on 23 February, the Nobile Riverine Yorce concluded
the aseanlt . tha anewv'a MP TTY Headquartars: U forces wera ex-
tracted from the ares of cperations by surface, vater end sirmobile
operations. Throughout the day there vas no enemy contact or eigne
ificant findings. TF 117 g ovided lifts for compuny sise units and
Riverine seourity during movemant,

i, 2L Pebruary 1966:
{1) Genersal,

{a) Iu aoocordance vith OPORD 1T-68, the MRF
conducted & waterborne CORDON, search and olesr cperation on the fsland
of CU LAU MAY, TRA on District of VINH BINH Province to slaments
located therein, The operation was conducted in the northern eight and
a half kilometers of Lao May Island including tho lesser island of
LAO MAI QIAM. The area of operation (island) was four kilometers
wide at 1ta widest point and osurrounded ty the Bassac River except
tor the sastern edge vhare it (island) is divided by a man-zede cenal,
The {sland's land mams is characterited by three/stream tree lines
vhich run generally northwest/scutheast and are located in the north-
ern oentral and southern sections of the islend, A svamp lies bee-
tvesn the centrel and southern tree lines. MY HUNG, the principle
village on the island, is composed of nine hamlets. Prepared fighte
ing emplacenents and numerous spider holes were located in some aress,

(b) The organised strength of the VC foroe throughe
out MY HUNG Village ocnsisted of approximately 50 men, fventy-five
of vhich were members of & reconnaissanca platoon whioch cperated
throughout the village and vhose primary mission was t0 provide
aseourity for the infiltraticn and supply routs v.ich ocrosses the
island, A smaller foroe qonsisting of five to .en VC oomprised
the AN THANH MAMLET Ouerrills 8quad vhose m»' ,on was to harsss
the outposts on the Kish 8sng Cenal and - )atrol boats that ventured
near the eastern end ¢f the island. Tue .miniung five to ten men
compriaing of 50 men VC foroe consisted of & machinegun squad vhieh
operated along the southwest shore of the ieland. Their mission
vas asaumed to be the engagement of PBR's operating in the ares,
Any additicnal VC personnel were considered to be part-time guerrillas
(1% to 20) vho assisted the others as necessary,

(2) The operation comenced at OLlS hours with elements
of the 3.60th Infantry 3attalion loading aboard ATC's for movement
to the A0, Alfa Coﬂ 3=60th ooncducted a riverine movement to
the vigeinity of XB00008B to secure e detaines ocllection point,

The 3-60th Infantry and J-iTth Infantry begen losding on ATC's at
0600 hours, Icho 3-L7th daployed at an sarlier time (03500 hours)

to securs anothor datainee collection point, At 0630 hours the
DNiverine Advisor, Brigade B2 and 83, departed the MRB to effect co-
ordiantion with the district headquarters vhich was used as the caonme
bined tactioal soresening center throughout the operation, The dis-
trict hesdquavters hed no advance knovledge of the operation. To
insure maxioum sscurity they were not informed of the operstion une
til 1t vas izplemented, Dy 0830 hours, LU river assault craft and
ten PBR's deployed and had encircled the ialand reinforcing the
initial Naval dlockade established &t C630 hours by PBR's and ASPB's,
Prior to the debarketion of the infantry battalions, the brigades
peyop tean, augmented by the 8% rection, initiated loudspesker and
leaflet drops operations nucifying the populace of the impending
opsraticn and directing them to report to ons of the two detainees
collection centers, Pre-reqorded tapes vere played over a public

CONFIDENTIAL




,ONFIUENTIAL
AVDE-LTM~A 47 Aprid
SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Action Report

address system (1000 watts) mounted in & UHID helicopter from 0630
to 0800 hours and later from 0820 to 0930 hours. The first of two
tapes used, directed the civiliana to go to either one of two collec~
tion points. The second tupe urged the enemy (VC) tc surrender and
adviased him that allied forces were in the ares, and of the consee
quences of attempted eacape, The civilian populace was given two
Luwie wuogv bu tho Gllloction polnts. During thia ¢us hanr narind,
there were two instances of sempene attempiing to leave the island,
Bpecific instructions were given for them to retwrn, and the sampans
u;gonded. irmediately. Another loudspesker system was mounted on an
#8PB. The i .PB was employed through one segpent of the Navel cordon,
playing tbe :dentical two tapes. A totel of 70,000 quick reaction
leeflets were dropped over the islund to augment the loudspesker
announcing the conditiona of the cordon. At 0830 hours, the 3-u7th
and 3-60th Infentry Bsttalions beached, The 3=LTth Infantry then began
its sweap to the socuthwvest. Bravo Compeny 3-h7th Iofantry captured
one BAR, one chicom carbine, 35 rounds of chicom armo and five
pounds of documents in the vicinity W8935022, Two male detainees vere
apprehended by B/3-4Tth Infantry vicinity w396L018; cne detaineo
succeded in ceceping later in the day. A search of the area vas doon-
ducted tut the detainee could nol be found. The company collected a
total of 125 rale detainees, Upon completion of their beaching,

the 3-60th Infantry began ite sweep operations northwest in gzone
collecting and evacueting 293 datainees for interrogation; twe of vhieh
wasre identified as Viet Cong. During the battelion's operation B/
3-60th uncovered 4§ bunkers and two (2) antiupersonnel mines vhich
vere destiroyed in addition to two VC flags. The operation concluded
on the same day at 1730 hours, All elements backlosded on ATC's

snd returned tc the MRB, Throughout the entire cperation both bat-
talions conducted MEDCAP and DENTCAP operations at the dataines
collection points, No ensmy econtact vas made during the day however,
three US vere WHA reaulting from w booby trap.

J+ 26 Febeuary 1968:

(1) Ggenoral., On 26 February, the Bridade encountered
hueavy enemy contact while conducting search and sveep operations in
Cnd lang Dlstrict, Phong Dinh Province. During the initial stage
of the opuration, elements of the 303rd, 306th and 309th Viet Cong
Main Forco Battalion elected to fight instead of retreating from the
engaged slwments of the Brigade inflicting considerabls losses on
the Brignde, The Drigade's initial concept of the cperation was
modiried as & result of the tactical situation and the snemy vas
foroed to withdrav aftor sustaining heavy casualties.

(2) The MRF commenced the operation at 0300 hours
in socordence to CPORD 18«68, The 3.L7th Artillery (=) and Chariie
Company 3-60th Infantry deployed from FSB Hotchkiss vieinity we8121l
to PSB Ricardo vioinity W8ST87306, Approximately 0700 hours the
3.47th Infentry conducted a riverine movement from the MAB to exoute
an asaault lnnd:lng on the beach sites Blue 1, 2, and 3 viecinity
W5800119, The 3-60th (=) conductud a riverine movement at 0830
hours to I'2 Dobeat vicinity waBLlli2, in preparation for the air=
mobile asouwult into the arem of operation, the boats then moved down
thie fong Con Tho to estellish w.ile-exfiltration patrols from WS82605T.
By 0832 hours, Alfe Company 3«iTth Infantry and Eoho Cempany 3=4Tth
Infantry had executed moir beach assaults unopposed ttlgluo 3 vietnivy
Wg801120. Blue 2 vicinity W8800119 and Blue 1 vicinity wa799116
respuctively. Charlie Company Leached after Ecio Company as the
Lattalicn reaurve, After beavhing, the 3«iTth swept scuth initiating
naarch and gweep operations as orig.nally plannsd, Boats of River
Division 92 eatablished patrols on the Rach Bien Thuy between WS
801121 and w8830130

() The 3-GUth Infantry (=) began its sirmobile

operation into the ares of opurastions, by deploying B Company as
thy first element to 12 Bravo vieinity W8831075, The first 1ift of
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B Company landed on the LZ at 0940 Nours and received sporadic sniper
rire from the vicinity of objectives 56, 98 and 101. The second lifre,
upon landing at 1000 hours, vas immediatsly engaged by accurate smll
arns and automatic weapons fire. The LZ was prepared, prior to the
first element landing, by ertillery fires and airstrikes. Hovever,
tie eusmy was aijvried proiveciivn agaiost the preparaiion fires Ly
the well constructed fighting positions (btunkers and holes), As e
result of the enemy's fires, the second 1lift of B Company sustained ten
US KHA and an excess number of US personnel wounded (epproximately 20
WHA){ seven of vhich vers reported to be in seriocus conditicn., 0f
the tvelve helicopters conducting the 1ift, one was destroyed and
eleven wers badly damaged %0 the extent that additional replacezent
helicopters were required to complete the airmobile operation.
Elements of Bravoe Company 3-60th Infantry on the LZ suddenly found
themselves confronted with the task of suppressing the enemy fires;
the majoricy of the sutomatic wespons fire was coming from the vieinity
of W8813077. The artillery forvard cbssrver and his radioc man vere
wounded vhile aboard one of the helicopters. At 1130 hours, additional
helicopters were available for Echo Company 3-60th Infantry to load
for movement into the AO in order to link up with snd assist Bravo
Company, Echo Coppany 3-60th was airborne at 1150 hours and at 115§
hours landed in the AO unopposed and southwest of Bravo Company
3-60th Infantry pesiticn vicingity w8813083, Alpha Company 3-60th
Infantry van introduced into the AO vicinity W881L083 at 1405 hours
in one lift, Additional airmobile sssets vere provided by Wth Corps
to expadite the airlift, Alpha 3-60th Infantry followed Echo 3-60th
tovards B Company's location, and received sasll arms and sutomatic
weapons fire vicinity W8813078, At 1430 hours, Echo 3-60th Infantry's
acvemsnt was delayed during a stream orossing. While crossing, the
oompany ves engagéd with small arms and automatic wveapons fire
for approximately 20 minutes vioinity W8811078; three US were WHA as
& result of these firea, Meanvhile Bravo 3-60th Infantry vas still
engaging the enemy; and at 1343 hours both Brave and Echo Companies
wers in heavy contact with the cnery and vers not able to effect the
link up. An enemy machinegun position, vieinity We813077, prevented
an expedious link up of the companies, The neK&nu\m position was
elininated by elemants of Bravo Corpany, killing the machinegun
orev of four VC. The link up vas completed at 1715 hours, at vhich
tine B Company was pleced under the operational oontrol of E Company
beosuss Bravo 3-50yh Infantry had sustained heavy casualties. The
three companies (A, B and &) swcured the ares of contact and extabe
lished their perimeter of defenss for the night. Resupply and medical
evacuations were conducted. The enery continued to engaged the companies
with sporadic spwll arms and aniper fire throughout the evening.
Foho Company 3=50th Infantry reperted they vere monitoring an enenmy
radic net) and the conmunications indicated thet the VC would not
wvithdravy froa the arsa because of US armed helicopters. The enemy
personnel losses were not known at this time; however, it vas oleo
difricult to determine the exact numder of casualties thet the 3-60th
Enfum-y_ Battalicn has sustained. Approximately ten US were HA and i
0 or more bad been WHA, :

{b) Tho 3<LTth Infantry Battalion conducted their
search and svesp operation initislly as planned, Hovever, at 1037
hours Eoho 3-i7th vas tasked to move to assist Brave 3-50th Infantry,
At 1107 hours the 3-LTth Infantry Battslion vas tasked to sweep south
tovard cbjeotive 27 to assist anid reinforce the 3-60th Infantry,
The Battalion began its movement south, halting at 12%0 howrs vhen
an airstrike vas employed against objective @7, Following the strike
the battalion continued its movement receiving sporadic sniper
£ire cccassionally from the southwest of objective 2Tt two US personnel
vere wounded from these fires, The battalion requested and employed
& light fire team on enemy pesitions vicinity W8T98087. Elements of tho
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battalion encountered enemy contact vicinity W8801085 while crossing

a strean. DBravo Corpany 3-4Tth Infantry crossed the stream and

moved south toward objective 20 (vicinity WB5806086) while A and E
Companies remained on the narth side of the streanm. .\fter Bravo
Crmmany hat sanuwad tha aran wininity nt the ~voaaing saite, the remaining
elements of the battalion crossed the stream at approximately 1637
hours. The conpanies continued their movement towaid Brave 3-60th
Infantry location, receiving occassional smell arms and sniper fires.
Bravo 3-4Tth Infantry reported two US were KHA and one US WHA resulting
from aniper fires. Alpha and Echo Companies continued their movement
unitl 1945 hours at whi_k ‘im0 they established *heir night defensive
pusitions as follows: Alpha Cormpany WB80608L, Bravo Company WS80508L,
Charlie Company W8801084 eand Echo Company W88603083,

{e) By 21L0 nours both battaliens had established
night defensive positions and completed resupply. Bround contact
with the eneryy had ceasad. Task Force 117 hed established interdictory
anti-exfiltration patrola on the Rach Can Tho from the city of Can Tho
along the eouthern boundary cf operations to vicinity WBT77036.
fbout 2030 houre, ATC 111-6 received a hit in the port bow causing
a loud explosion. ASPB 111-6 closud the ATC to provide asaistance
and was taken under fire by sutomatic wespons from vicinity WBT2505k,
Fire was returned and suppressed, Ten minutes later, ATC $1-9
roceived recoiless rifle in the vicinity W8788037. The round passod
over the ATC vhich immediately returned cnd suppressed the fire,
There were no casualties to boat perasonnel in either attack,
The units continued their patrols without incident until OR1S wvhen
a najor action occurred as a rasult of a large force of YC attempting to
exfiltrate the area of operations, ASPB 112-4, one of the units
patrolling betveen W8T72030 and WB18064 came under heavy fire
from both banks vicinity WB777036, The boat sustained several Bel0
rocket hits causing major flooding and wounding two crewvmen. Other
river assault craft moved into the ares and suppressed the hostile fire
about 0220, but ASPB 112-U sank as it was being towded by Monitor
112-1 back to PSB RICARDO. All crew members were rescued, but Menitor
111.3 received gavaral hita vhile moving into assist tho dlsabled
ASPH, Five Monitor cruwmen were wounded, During the same period,
ASPD 11l-k, operating four kilometers sast ¢f the first attack, vas
ongaged with & heavy volume of rocket and autometic weapons fire
vicinity W881034%, The boat captain and radio vere killed {nstantly
and the three other crewmen were wounded, The three survivers vers
able to beach tho boat, however, and it vas later toved back to the
fire suppert base, The enemy continued their attack for an hour and
a half, with ATC 111-2, ATC 1lll=ll, ATC 11ll-9 and ASPB 112-7 all
involved in major contact, A light helicopter fire team reconned the
area by fire and aided in suppressing the shemy fires, Although it
was irpnssible te make an actusl body count, it is certain that the
cnemy sustained substantial cesualtics as the assault craft thoroughly
strafed the sources of hostile fire with all weapons. Mere irport-
antly, the VC vers uniable to oséupe south across the 8ong Can The
ns the blockads was sucessfully naintoined throughout the sotion,

(d) Throughout the night the enery harassed the
infantry battelions with proving actions and eniper fire. Artillery
and mortar fires vere employed on suspscted snemy positions silencing
their fires, Echo Company 3-4Tth Infantry engaged an estimated VC
squad sise force in the vicinity of W8B0S008k, Approximately OLOO
hours the enemy attempted to penetrate Bravo Company 3-LTth Infantry's
sector of the perimeter, The contact lasted approximately 10 nioutes
resulting in three VC XIA's and one ocaptured AK LT rifle, Contact
remained sporadic for the balanoe of the night. At day light the
3-47th Infantry conmenced sweeping to the south and the 3-80th Infantry
conducted o search of the battle aroa, The sweep continued south to
the Rach Can to vivinity WB82303T, where the 3-60th loadad cn armored
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troop carriers at 1500 hours and returned to the MRB., The 3-4Tth
Infantry moved to Raoch Can Tho vicinity WSB0900LS and losded armored
troop carriers for movement back to the MRB. All elenents of the
battalions cloted at the MRB at 184% hours. As & result of the tvo
day operation there were 22 UB KHA's and 83 WHA's., IEighty five enemy
were KIA (VC); 82 weapons, 75 B=i0 rounds, ($) B-50 rounds, (6) 5Tmm
recoiless rifle rounds, (2) 7%mm recoiless rifle rounds, (3) 75m pack
howitsier rounds, 190 Soms wortar rounds; 10,600 AK 4T rounds,

9,000 7,62 rounds, (7) claymore mines, 200 flares, 30 ibe THT, 123
assorted grenades, 11 gas grenades, (L) anti tank mines, (3) 25 1bs
mines (6) enti.personnel mines, blasting cape, web gear, wire cutters
and other items of agquipment.

k. 1 thru 2 March 1968:
< i «

RN y . .
~{1) "Oenerai. After s two day stand down (20 wnd 29
February). The Brigade continued operation CORONADO XI south of the
BACH CAN THO River, in accordance with frag order 2 to OPORD 18.68,
The MRF's nission was to conduct riverine, search and sveep operations
in CAI RANG District to locate, fix and destroy enemy elements in zone,

(2) At 0500 hours, the 3-LTth Infantry end 3.60th
Infantry embarked on ATC's 4p preparaticn for mevement intc the AO.
Both battalions departed the MAB st 0545 hours. Tho 3-LTth Infantry
oonducted beach landings at 0635 hours vieinity w8811042 to We81T047
with oo ensmy contast. The 3-60th Infantry (-) conducted their
beach landings in the vicinity -f WBB2LOSE at OTOO hoursy C/3-60th
Infantry beachsd 13 minutes earlier in the same locatien, Ald
beaching operatiocns wers made without any enemy contact; both battalions
upon beaching cozmenced their searoh and sveep operations north
in sone, Rlemnts of each dattalion vncountered sporadioc engsgements
with small arma fire during their sweep operations. later in the
afternoon, both battalions were engaged in moderate to heavy contact,
i\niuwy{ gunships and airstrikes wers employed to eupport of units
n contaot.

(a) At 1513 hours, B/3-L7th Infantry ia
the vicinity of WAT9207T8 vas engoged from several (8.10) positions with
heavy voluzes of small arms and sutomatic weaposn fire. Both Alpha
and Charlis 3-UTth Infantry were smployed te reinferce Brave Cempany.
Charlie gw ntnbn’hcd contact vhile moving tovards Bravo
Corpany th Inf| 's vast flank., Alphs Company made gontact
while umuvcuﬂ -f'g;:lﬁqs_nWWN!ﬁom?g tovard W8B06078, The
enemy contaot continued into the ovening hours and terminated at
2100 hours. ‘he battalicn ehen assumed its night defensive position,
During this engegement the 3-UTth Infantry sustained two US KHA
and 82 WHA. Seven VC were KIA by body counts found the folivoing day.
Beven VC vere KIA (BC).

. (b) The 3-50th Infantry encountered
1light to mederats contact during their sweep operations, The battalion
round seven VC KIA and two AKX LT riflos during the initial search
operations. lLater during the day Alpha and Charlie Companies 3-60th
Infantry moved toward vioinity WBTQUOTT to support slements of the
3.4Tth Infantry. AT 1693 bours Charlie Compeny 3-60th Infentry
on 4 and killed five V¢ in the vioinity of WB603080. Alpha
3<60th Infantry was engaged in the vicinity of W8B0108% from three
sides resulting in one US KMHA (unit commander). Elements of the
battalion continued their operetions with moderate contact receiving
automstic wveapons and small arms fire until 2000 hours. The battalion
then assumed its night defensive position. The dattalion's operation
resulted in throe US KHA, nine WHA and one WNHA| onemy loses vere

12 VC KIA (80),
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(3) Throughout the night, the sneny harassed both
battalions, exploying 60mm and 82mp mortar fires on their positions,
The Brigade continued its offensive cperations, early the morning of 2
March by nv«psn‘ the battle ares. No eignificant contact developed
turvugivel v Say; BOWIVEr, th: onany sparadiscile ensaced hattalian
elements with small arma fire. The 3-60th Infantry !ound 25 graves
containing of VC KIA on the previous day. The 3=LTth Infantry found
tvo caches containing weapons and medical supplies. Twelve VC vere KIA
during the day; ten of vhich vere killed by light fire teams (armed
helicopters) supporting e« River Assault Recdnnaissance operation conducte
by the Naval eslemente of MRF,

(4) Balvage orution- continued on ASPB d12-4 on
February 29 and March 1, At 0LOO on March 1, seourity patrols came under
enemy attack from the south bank vicinity W8770030. 0 rockets and
automatic weapons fire wvers directed at ASPB 112-8 and Monitor 112-1
vhich took several hita, A BWkD rocket round that struck ASPD 112-8
knocked the boat captain overboard, and an extensive search ylelded
negative results. Other boats noved into supprees the hostiel fire, and
ninor flooding aboard ASPB 112.8 was controllad,

12, REBULTS!:

s, Enemy personnel casusltiest KIA POW

(1) Period 140600 thru 201627 Feb 89 10
(2) Persod 220300 thru 231600 Feb 66
(3) Period 240300 thru 2u1630 Feb 2
(b) Periocd 260L00 thru 021630 Mar 142 2
{5) Total enemy casusltiea: =37 1%
b. Friendly personnsl casualtiss: ' KHA WHA
(1) Period 1LOB0O thru 201627 Feb 13 m
(2) Period 220300 thru 231600 Feb
(3) Period 2L0O300 thru 2L1630 Fed 3
(4) Perdiod 260400 thru 021900 Peb 29 120
(5) Total friendly casualtiest 2 200
13, ADMINIDTRATIVE MATTER§!

s, CORONADO XI revesled some unuaual supply sctivity due
to the geographical locaticn of operations, the tempo of operations
and the change in control Besdquarters fron 9th Infantry Division
(us) to IV Corps,

b, ‘The geographical location plaged the MRF w from the
normal lines of communioation thus straining normal rnupp ¥« Continuous
operations caused & heuvy expenditure of ammunition and a greater than
nornal usage of cperational Class I and Class III eupplies. Tho opera-
tional control exercised by IV Corps created a nev set of logistios
channels to support operaticns,

o, Dasically, all the logistics problems wers solved by
personal liaison vatwesn the !AF Army loglstics representatives and
locsted at CAN THO., Items such s C raticns, flour, mogas and limited II
and IV construction materials vere provided by let LOG Command, In
addition IV Corps provided ADMIN transoortaticn and evacustion for graves
registration requirements. Both Army and Navy logistics problems were
aided by IV Corps eagerness and rapid response,

1L, BPECIAL TECHNIQUES:

Implementation of OPCRD 1768 (2L0300 - 2L1630) Feb 68 intro-
duced a nev concept in MRF operations and domonstrated tho unique
characteristics of the MRF oapubilities, The wstablishment of & Naval
cordon (encirclement), followed by the introductien of Army infantry
wef actomplished in woh o nanner that enemy withdravel from the islend
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' vas negligible, The operstion wes further enhanced by employing
preplanned civil sffeirs and psychological operations. Although the
A0 wvaa an {sland, this technique may be applicable to other aress
vhere its sise and adjacent waterways would permit eatadlishment of a
Naval coraon,

15.  COMMDER ABALXSIS!

a, Within the CAN TEHQ ares, most Riverine covements throughe
out vatervays and cenals vere sccomplished without any significant ensmy
opposition., The eneryy Lad no preparsd defensive or fighting positions
dona or in close proximity to the canals, that would deny or hinder
MRF deployment activities. Hovever, the enemy had initiated excsllent
defensivs measures to intercept airmobile operations conducted nser
open rice paddies. DBunkers were well comstructed and facititated good
overhead protection against artillery and sirstrikes. The bunkers
vers positioned such that adequate fields of fire wers bast utilised.

In one instance, the introduction of MRF elements was such that the enery
could not engage them; their bunkers were oriented in the opposite
direction. Realiring thie, the enemy panicked and attampted to withdraw
making hinself vulverable to the fires of the edvancing US elements and
supporting gunships,

b, The snemy demenstrated hie ability to enploy sutomatic
veapons fire during his initial engagement of friendly forces, All
contacts were characterised by an initial heavy volume of automatic
wveapcns fire folloved by sporadic sniper fires., Sniper activities
shoved evidence of the enemy's desirs to engage unit leaders and rodio
operators., Snipers wire well trained and extremely effective in the
CAR THO area. Friwndly cssualties resulting from enemy sniper fires
generally hod head and upper torss wounda, The enemy also demcnstrated
his determination to remain i{n contact until the late hours of the night
(2200 to 2400 hours!, After which he would withdraw, but harass friendly
positions with mortar and rocket fires., Arms and supply caches are
evidently lzoated throughout the area, Medicel and amsmnition caches
are relatively large in sise, and they could possibly be the largest
caches established within the Delta Regien,

0. The missions contained in paragraph nine of this report
vere determined to be sssential for the accomplishment of the Brigede's
ovedall nission within thé PHORG DINR Province: ALl operations =
sonducted made naximum utilisation of Naval and air sssets, and
demonstrated that adequate planning and timely intelligence is essentiel,
Alrmodile assets are & must, end their availability and utilisation
can veastly influence the course of & tactical gituation; vhereby Ropid
Reaction Foroes can be smpleayed to reinforce a unit in contact or
exploit the enemy situation. With the sddition of the Drigade's third :
infantry battalion aflost; the Brigade will then bLe capable of select- !
ing more targets and intensifying its operatious within an AO. During :
OPERATION CORONADO XI, *he MRF's reactions, plenning and execution of
subasquent opsrations wvere sucessfully accomplished,

| 16, BECONEMANIONS: None,

POR THE COMMANDER: ke
L o

§ Inclosures WINETON H.
1, Task Orgrnication Major, InfoMitiy
2, Overlay to OPORD 15-648 Ad jutant

a. Ovorlay to OPORD 16-68
» Overlay to OPORD 17-.68
5, Ovurlay to OPORD 18.68
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ﬁ.j 1, OPORD 15.68 (Puriod 140600 thru 201627)
HE.DQU.T2BS, 2nd Brignde, 9th Infantry Division

a,
U,
Ce
d.

Co

3-47th Infancry Batt-lion
3=60th iniantry Bottalion
3-34th artillery Batt~lion (=)
.irmobile Coripnny, DS - attr.oned
3/D/15th Engincor. Bottalion

2, OPORD 16-68 (Period 22030 thru 231600)
Hu.lwU..RTEHAS, 2nd Brig~de, 9th Infantry Division

e
b
Ce
‘a,

0.

A.47th Infontry Bett-lion

3=60th Inf ntry Battalion

3-34th .reiilery Bats-lion (=)
C/2-35th .rtillery (Reinf) - attaoched
C/=47th Infontry - attoched

3., OFCRD 17-68 (Pcricd 240300 thrv 241630)
HE.DQU..aleidy 2nd Brignde, $th Infrntry Diviaioa

24
b,
LN
ds

C,

3=47th Inf~ntry Bottslion
3=60th Inf ntry Battalion
3<34th Lrtillery Battalion ()
3/D/15th Engincer Battalion
Fsyop Tonnm

4, OPORD 18-68 (Puriod 260400 Fob thru 021900 Mar)
H..DU..aluhd, 2nd Brigrd~s, 9th Inf~ntry Division

a,
b.
S,
dy

Q.

Inclosure 1

3-47th Infantry Battalion
3-60th Inf~ntry Batt~lion
J-34th artillery Battalion (=)
adrnmobile Comprny (DS)
3/D/15th Engincer Battalion
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