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CONFIDENTIAL

3 DEPARLIMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADGUARTERS 101SI AIRBORNE DIVISIUN aKUILiLaRY
: APO San Francisco 96383

o 3=D&0 10 lay 1968

S5UBCECT: Operational Report of 10lst aAirborne
Division artillery for Period Ending
30 april 1968, RCS CSFQil-€5 1)

Commanding Gencral
101zt idrborne Divisicn
AINS AVIG-CC

/30 US Forces 96383

1. Jection 1, Uperztions: Uirnificant sctivities.

a. Narrative of significant unit activities:

(1) On February 1lst, the day following the enemy Til offensive
against the Bien Hoa area, Division Artillery began enlarging its comauni-
cations capability in preparation for the Division's take over of the ol
immediately surrounding Pien Hoa Air Base.

(2) A0 subordinste units were in their nermul direct sup ori mis-
sionyg, hcwever, the 1lst Battalion 321st artillery wzc 3r the I CUl supperi-
ing the 2d Brigade which was UrCUN to the 1lst .ir Cavalry bDivision. .te
battalion was initilally positioned at L7 £1 Paszo, vicinity cf grid Lo $12
159, near rhu Bai. The 2d Battalion 32Cth artillery was sugporting the ist
Erigade in Operation San Angelo at Song be. Battery A, 2d Bettoilion 13t
srtillery was in direct sup.ort of the 17th Cavalry in Cperation San .n.ele
and wes primarily used for base camp defense in that area. Battery .., ld
Battalion 1llth Artillery was GS~R to Division Forces in the Cperation Sun
Angelo area,

(3) At 1200 hours on 2 Feoruary 1968 the 1Olst airborne Uivision
artillery essumed the mission of coordinating and clezring fires in a0 Union=-
town center and north as the Division assumed responsibility for these .Us.
B/2/320 Arty displaced from Song Be to Tan Zon Nhut AFB to provide supuort
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10lst Airborme Division Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

for defense of that area. The battery eventually moved to Cat Lai but was
placed in a position that could not completely cover the supported unit
(2/327 Abn Inf). No artillery headquarters was immediately available tec
this TF for supervision and coordination of artillerv available to the TF.

(4) The 2d Battalion 319th Artillery continued its mission of Direct

Support to the 3d Brigade with batteries at FSBs Meene, Nashua, and at
Phuoc Vinh.

(5) C/2/320 moved to Bien Hoa to replace B Battery on &4 February.
B/2/320 returned to FSB Hotel, northeast of Bien Hoa and C/2/320 moved north
to FSB Concord in order to provide more fire support north of the Dong Nai
River. 2/320 Arty was 1lerted for movement to the 1 CTZ as part of a Brigade
TF. One platoon was detached from A/2/11 at Song Be by I1 FFV Arty.

(6) The 2/11 Arty (-) was attached to 101st Aba Div Arty on 7 Feb-
ruary and Battery A eventually moved to the Bien Hoa area.

(7) Bien Hoa AB was rocketed at 110005 February 1968 and 18000¢
February 1968. The counter-rocket program was fired until helicopters were
on station. Again, on 28 February, Bien Hoa and Phuoc Vinh came under heavy
rocket attack. Large secondary explosions were observed as a result of
counter-rocket fire in the Bien Hoa area.

(8) Selected personnel from all Division Artillery units received
five days of FADAC training at lst Infantry Division Artillery at Phu Loi
from 17-23 February 1968. FADACs were issued to 2/319, 1/321 and HHB Div
Arty on 9 February 1968. 1In addition, the personnel from all artillery
with the Division received COFRAM orientation from training teams from Ft.
Sill.

(S) Operation Manchester terminated on 18 February and the 3d Bde

assumed responsibility for operations in the Song Be area and Uniontown
north,

(10) Phuoc Vinh came under several intense mortar and rocket attacks
during the early part of February with resultant insignificant damage.

(11) For the remainder of February, the 1/321 Artillery supported
2d Brigade operations north of Hue alcng QL 1 and eventually moved to L2
Sally, vicinity of grid YD 639 272,
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(12) The 2/320 continued to support the lst Brigade, arriving in
battalion TF incr ments, in the defense of Hue and vicinity. However, due : i
to lack of aircraft, the Battalion Headquarters of the 2/320 took almost two
weeks to displace and rould not assume command and control of the firing . j
batteries until 1 March. This lack of control presented problems for the
firing batteries, especially in logistics.

(13) The 2d Battalion, 321lst Artillery arrived in RVN as the direct
support battalion for the 3d Brigade, 82 Airborne Division. This Brigade is
currently OPCON to the 10lst Airborne Division. The artillery battalion
received its orientation training in the Chu Lai area and then road marched
to the Hue - Phu Bai area where they have remained.

(14) Since a shake down period in which the battalion overcame the
normal probiems of a new unit, it has performed its mission in an excellent
manner. The firing batteries have been successfully moved by air and road ‘ i
throughout the A0, providing excellent support to maneuver elements. .

(15) One of the most significant artillery actions to date took |
place in the A0 of B/2/506 Infantry on 1 March 1968. Five batteries were
coordinated by the Div Arty FDC in response to an attack on night defensive
positions of B/2/506. 1Illumination and HE was employed from 0400 until day- :
light in coordination with forward observer spottings and the TPS-25 radar. )
At daylight, 22 KIA(BC) and one PW were found. i

(16) On 4 March, Bien Hoa and Phuoc Vinh came under heavy rocket
attack again and an increased number of radar sightangs were noted around
FSB Concord and Bien Hoa. On 5 March the TPS-25 radar was credited with 1
preventing a possible ground attack of FSB Concord. Artillery fire was
placed on locations designated by the radar and subsequently many blood trails
were discovered at daylight the next day. On the same day, the 2/319 Arty : !
destroyed three sampans, one raft, and 20 bunkers plus one VC KIA (BC). : j

(17) Pending movement of the Division TAC CP to I CTZ, the Div Arty
FDC relinquished control of fire coordination in AO Uniontown to 2/40 Arty. 1
COL Pohl, Div Arty Commander, departed for I CTZ on 6 March. On 8 March
HHB (minus personnel other than drivers) and Headquarters and Service Battery
2/11 Artillery left Bien Hoa for a sea embarkation point in Saigon for move-
ment to I CTZ. The remainder of the personnel moved by tactical airlift on
15 March.

(18) The 2/320 Artillery participated in Operation MINGO with 3d
Marine Division Task Force X-Ray from 3-7 Marrh and then swung immediately
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into Jperation JEB SrUALT with the 1st .ir Cavalry Jivisium, which the ist
Iriade purticipated in through 17 sarch 1%08.

19) The 1,321 .rtiiicry lterminraled their participelion in vpera-
Lion 3 JLUaRl on 10 sarch and the 2d Prigade, with the 1,221 irlillery,
returned to the control of the 1llst airberne Division. un ¢ iurch Ba}fery
S, 211 .rtillery wus attached in o reinforcing rele Lo Li. 1,321 wrtilicry.

(2C, The 2,519 artillery coniinued Lo support the 3d Ericn e 101zt
barne bivision (UrCON to II Field lorce, Vieinau; in cperctions through-

T e

r
cut tle 3ien Hoz, Phuoc vinl, Lony Be area in the 1.I CJL.

\ . . ' . - . - .
(21; On 11 .arch end 18 kurch respectively, the i,/321 .riiiier;

/ b s : s . a0 v ety in O R
and 2/32€ irtillery began sup ort of Lheir Trigt.es (3¢ & 1sy, in Operatisn .
Cerentan,

(22) The Headguarters clements of the 1Clst .irtorne Uivision artil-
lery =nd 2,11 artiliery arrived ct the port of deburxeticn (X llng) wnd
resor aarched to Cump Zagle {(Yu 612 159) on 17 iurch. Uie vivision artil-
lery uperctions Center wus operaiional on 18 iwrch,

(23 At O4L0C hours, 18 izrch an enemy ground atizck zpainst Fo
Jinky, occusied by 3/1/321(-), was repulsed by direct and indirect fire
resulting ir 3C Vi Kli.. The uttack wus teaten o’ at apsraxisately €530
Aours,

(24 rrovisional Corps Vietnaum irtillery begen »roviding heavy
Lenzral Sugport artillery to the bivision through the L Baittuli.n, £33
arviilery. ‘This support was ;reatly needed snd continues to be an invalu-
czhle as:zat,

(25) 3Hattery B, /11 iwrtillery, was released frec.. the muioricl
Sivisi. znd arrived in the uivision AC to provide reinforcing fires for
analher Jdirect sugport battalion. lowever, .he Division renwined one medi-
un artillery britery short of the desired requirement for one per Briccde
size fores.,

(20) The 13t Brijade and Divisiun ingin.ers, sup orted by .0 uir
end artiilery uade a deep pemstraticn into the Jungle zrea zouth west of live
cnd exteblished F35 Bastogne vicinity cu zrid YD €29 093. Uhc base noiw
centains sufficient artillery to provide direct und reinforcing fires of

"
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every caliber to all maneuver units within range, an long range arti;l?ry
that can ef.eciively strike the A Shau Valley. 1In the egrly stages of its
developerint the base came under frequent mortar and suell arms fire,

(27) On 31 fiarch Provisional Corps artillery provided one 1lU5.ia
touitzer battery, a/1/LC, for direct support of tue 7d 3. uadron, 17th Cav-
alry. on 16 ipril this unit wes repluced by Hattery C, 6/33 hArtillery.
Teouwery B, 6/33 srtillery proceeced to Camp Zaglie where it wus erployed &s
hase defense artd \lery. oOn 15 April the Division was also provided & third
mediw:. howitzer batlery, Battery C, 6/16 irtillery. This unit was attached
to the 2,11 artililery for control. On 16 ipril the list Brigade began Oper-
ation Delaware with the 2,/32C artillery in direct su.port, 8,2;11 Artillery
in a reinforcing mission and six tubes of 8" howitzer from the 1,83 and 844
arti.lery in general support,

(28) Yrom the 28th of april until the present the 2d Brigade has
surrounded a number of NVi company sized units in cordon operations. artil-
lery has been used to pound the area around the clock and iilurinate the
area at nicht to help prevent exfiltration. NUi=z: un 1 way US Forces enlered
the area and found 141 NVA ¥i.led, 95 Pus, and 75 weapons captured.

(29) Liight, organic Batieries have fired in excess of 20CU,00C rounds
while in direct surport during the reported quarter.

(30) irtillery incidents continue to be a problem area. The _reazt-
est proosortion of the problens appear to be poor judgement by forward ovserv-
ers. ‘“‘'he adjustment of close-in fires, varticularly with respect to the zun-
tarcet and observer-target line requires continuing training wnd enghcsis.

b. Orcanizational structure: Sce Inclosure 1.
¢. The following numbers of unit days were engaged in:
(1) ‘raining: 12
(2) Troop moyement: L8
(3) overations: 204 oper:tiunal days out of 270 pussible

d. The detechment of major units and thelr combet support units {rom
the major parent unit and placing them in OPCON of other forces results in
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logisticel susport protlems. dre geininp unit is penurcildy not equipned o
nroviie necessery aidntenance suport and provide aiph densily denund iteas.
The tine-~distance factor can rake il impracticil for the .arent unit to effec-
tively continue prover su.port, Ihis is particularly true when . drigude
size tusk force is noved several nundred ndles from its "tese cem.," avsigned
25 Gi'CCl to another hcidiucrters Lut given a separ:te ' &hd cx;weied to con-
duct full scale operatisns,

(1) she problem of a proper logistics buse being estublished to .ro=
vide immediate su.port coincidentzl iith the initiztion of ccibet o,erctions
in & new AC is not new. hLowever, the problem is intensified :in the cise of
airburne end,or airmobile units becczuse of the liuck Jf crgenic :muior trans-
port. The logistics problem becounes particularly acute when one cirborne;
eimicbile unit is satcllited ujon another,

(2) In the wu:tillery, sugport for fire contrcl instruments, Cencre
&tors and the sur Jdirection conputer [-18 was ineaequiie. To conupengate for
this replacement items znc repair parts were ferried beck anc fcrth, on schec-
uled couricr flights, betuween the "base camps" and the nes wrec of operutions
some LWl 1miles removed. Close liaison with othcr arti.dery units wis elso
beneficizl in kecping Howitzer battcrics operational.

(3) The problems encountered in the past quari.r when Z/3x( ariiilery
and 1,321 artiilery moved with s.pported Brigades from 11l Cid to I Cil were
rot really sclved until the units wvere rejoincd to ihe LUivision and ihe logis-
tics base system bezzn to "catch up.®

J. oSection T. lessons learrned: Comnancer's (bservations, ovaluations, and
Recommendations.

a. Personnel: MNone

b. Cperations:

1) Providing close-in fire from mutually suzporting fire bases.
(@) oBLiinTIow. upceraticnal plans must insure continuous
ssoport. .. rapid chunge (prearranged) in missions for fire su:.srt uniis

tc include quick fire channels provide a sclution to this problen und .11l
alwzys insure the nmznuever element rapid direct supuort.

(b) _VALU.TION, During the early stages of the developuent
of an airhead, when manuever elements have not pushed out far enouzh to be

6
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supported by direct support artillery within the airhead, other fire units

must be immediately available within range to provide required support. !
The feasibility of employing the habitually associated firing unit for sup-

port units in the airhead is not always posslble.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That all artillery fire support plans 1
for this type operati... include the provisions for immediately available
mutual support.

(2) 1Integration of the AN/TPS-25 radar, AN/MPQ-4 radar, gun direct-
ion computer M-18, and artillery for base defense.

(a) OBSERVATION. The AN/TPS-25 Ground Surveillance Radar is
ideally suited and extremely effective for static defense of installations
and 1s even more effective when combined with rapid response artillery/mortar
units, the gun direction computer and AN/MPQ-4 counter mortar radar.

(b) EVALUATION. During the reporting period, the 10lst Ai.borne
Division Artillery, in conjunction with other combat and combat support units,
has successfully employed the equipment listed above in defense of several
base camp areas, particularly in the Bien Hoa area. The TPS-25 Ground Sur-
veillance Radar is emplaced at a surveyed grid location as is the MPQ-4
Counter mortar radar. Firing batteries should also be surveyed, but it is
not absolutely necessary. Current meteorological messages, weapon ballistic
data and other data are stored in the gun direction computer, M-1€. When
the TPS-25 radar locates a target, the azimuth and distance to the target
(from the radar) are introduced into the computer, which, in turn, determines
more accurate target grids and, if desired, comnutes firing data for the
artillery unit. At the same time, the MPQ-4 radar 1s oriented on the target
grid and is prepared to adjust the rounds if necessary. The resultant sur- :
prise fire is especially effective at night when the enemy feels that he i
can move with relative impunity. Although no large body counts have been
found, search of areas so attacked have revealed many blood trails, abandoned |
equipment, and immediate cessation of movement as detected by the TPS-25
radar. Upwaru of 20 sightings a night were detected and engaged around the
Bien Hoa complex in the period immediately following the TET offensive.
Even without the gun direction computer M-18 and the MPQ-4 radar,the cffect-
iveness of this method of target detection and attack was still hfzh. Heli-
copter gun ships have also been vectored over targets by the TP§5-25 radar
after the target was located. This met with only limited success due to
night navigation problems for the helicopters.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That provisions be made where feasible
for all base camp facilities subject to ground attack to employ the equip-
ment as described above.

(3) Use ¢f marking devices for countermortar and nighttime direct
fire. ;




TSR

I DT P ¢

ot R T o afe,

o

AVDG-DAC 10 May 1968 /0

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10lst Airborne Division Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(a) OBSERVATIONS. The above method has been tested on a number

of occasions during daylight hours and nighttime and has proven both rapid
angd sccurate.

{b) EVALUATION. A number of problems have been encountered
in directing accurate countermortar (direct) fire during the hours of dark-
ness. Viet Cong and Main Force elements have been found by this unit to
require direct line o sight contact with their target to employ accurate
mortar fire. This enables the artillery unit being mortared to return direct
fire. The mortar flashes are usually dim and are difficult to locate in
the howitzer's elbow telescope. This problem wculd be alleviated if a mark-
ing round of some sort could be fired on or about the location of the mortar
battery, and the rest of the artillery pleces could adjust on this marker
instead of the elusive mortar flashes. White phosphorus was initially tried,
but, while brilliant, the round ruined night vision and did not last long
enough for the battery to orient the direct fire telescopes. After consider-
able testing, the best solution was found to be an illumination cound set
on point detonating. The round impacts and the booster charge blows the
illumination elements out onto the ground. The burning elements provide plenty
of light to orient the direct fire sights but not enough to ruin the gunner's
night vision. If the initial round was not on target, corrections "From the
marking round" may be given to the battery in mils. This method insures
rapid and accurate massed fire on the enemy position before he has a chance

to break down his mortar position and make his escape under cover of dark-
ness.

(c) REGOMMENDATION. That the above method be analyzed further
for the possibility of incorporating into standard artillery procedures.

(4) Use of one-man,one-sight system on M101Al 105mm during night-
time countermortar and direct fire.

{a) OBSERVATIONS. Through experience in several instances, it
has been determined that the one-man, one-sight system of direct fire is pref-
erable in countermortar and direct fire during the hours of darkness.

(b) EVALUATION. During countermortar and nighttime direct
fire where tracking a moving target is not a factor, the one-man, one-sight
system has been found to be accurate and far more rapid than the two-man,
two-sight system. The disadvantages of the two-man system are: (a) the dif-
ficulty of identifying a target to both individuals during the hours of
darkness and (b) the difficulty of coordinating the two men's tube correct-
ions and the leveling of bubbles.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That the one-man, one-sight system be
used for tracking a moving target during the hours of darkness.

Lo
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¢. TRAINING:

(1) 1Indoctrination of forward observers. with the inherent dangers
of adjusting close-in artillery/mortar fires.

(a) OBSERVATIONS. Adjustment of close-in artillery/mortar fire
is a dangerous and exacting procedure with which new and inexperienced artil-
lery officers must bhecome completely familiar.

(b) EVALUATION. Forward observers must be trained and made
continually aware of the risks involved in calling for and adjusting close-
in fires. Normally, any shifts made at distances less than 600 meters should
require a simultaneious change in the observer-target azimuth. Many times,
this is overlooked and can result in friendly casualties. Also, when changing
from shell white phaosphorous or HC Smoke to High Explosive, caution must be
exercised by btoth the Fire Direction Center and the Forward Observer. Differ-
ences of ballistic characteristics between projectiles can result in friendly
casualties. At distances of 600 meters or less from friendly locations,
creeping fire (increments of 50 meters or less) is mandatory. The maneuver
element commanders must also be made aware of the inherent risks involved in
close-in artillery fires. There is also danger involved in attempting to ad-
just by sould in dense jungle when the rounds cannot be seen. Heavy jungle
or large, unseen gulleys which muffle sound can result in a misjudgment of
how close the impacting rounds are.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That personnel be trained in the proper
procedures and continuously supervised on the job. Maneuver element leaders
must also be made aware of the dangers involved. Emphasis on fire adjust-
ment techniques should be stressed in service schools.

d. INTELLIGENCE: None.

(1) Establishment of Forward Support Elements with sufficient capa-
bility to support units of task forces that are detached from parent units
and are far remcved from them.

(a) OBSERVATION. Great care must be exercised in planning
for detached task force operations to insure availability of replacement
of repair parts.

(b) EVALUATION. A Brigade Task Force detached for operatioms
must have sufficient accompanying maintenance and logistic support. To
satellite a force of this size on another unit creates a near insurmount-
able burden on the gaining unit's logistics system. Units so detached must

9
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provide sufficient transportation to allow PLLs teo apeny them as well
as some truck transportation for resupply. Airborne artillery umits are
Vulnerable to resupply problems (particularly Class V) because of a lack of
organic motor transport.

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION. Although units to whom task forces are
assigned as OPCON assume a certailn degree of support responsibility, their
supply system cannot "change gears" fast enough to accomodate large new
demands for repair parts and assoclated items. Units should plan for this
by establishing a sufficient means of resupply and maintenance.

f. ORGANIZATION: None.

3. Section 3, DA Survey Information: Cover and Deception.

Negative report.

1l Incl
s

Commuznding
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D\, IQ, 101st Abn Div, APO US Forces 96383, 20 May 1968
THRU: Channels

TO: ACofS for Force Development, Department of the Army (ACSFC(R, DA)
Washington D.C. 20310

1, Forwarded herewith is the subject report of the 10lst Airborne Division
Artillery.

2. Pertinent Comments to Section II of Subject Report follow:
a. Paragraph b{l) page 6: Concur.

b. Paragraph b(2) page 7: Concur, Although the experience factar
ie limited on the use of the TP5=25 radar to vector helicopters, it has
been used with limdted success. The technique while not new should be
disseminated so that other units are aware of the capability.

¢. Paragraph b(3) page 8: Concur.
d, Paragraph bt(4) pege 9: Comcur,

e, Paragraph ¢/l) paze 9: Concur. Recommend that service schools
place increased ey hssis nwpon the training of Junlor Officers on the
proper procedures fu: &djustment of close-in ortillery and mortar fires,

f. Paragraph e(1) page 10: Concwr, Forward Supply Elements are
placed in support of each brigade tagk force, These FSE's are composed of
a supply section, forward support msintenance platoon and a medical compdny;
they are capable of providing adequate support for & brigade task foarce., It
has been necessary at times to augment the FSE's because of transportation
availability and distances involved to the next higher support facility,
During the TET offensive this became a problem whean the Division's 2d Brigade
deployed to the ICTZ and its supply and mainteanance support elements were un-
able to deploy with them, because of air transportation aveilability, for 3
weeke, This situation required the lst Cav Div (Airmobile) to support the
brigade during that period of time.

FR THE COMMANDER:

//‘ \ o (. ~~——
v Je 8 r/ (olLun
N WILLIAM P, TALLON, JR.

7 Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff
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CONFIDENTIAL

/ { AVII-GCT (10 May 68) 2d Ind LTC Clark/jas/2157
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned, 101st Abn Div Arty,
for Period Ending 30 April 68, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HQ, PCV, APO San Francisco 956308 25 JUN 1368
Tt Cormanding General, United States Army, Vietnam i
APO San Francisco 96375

1. (U) The enclosed ORLL, 10fst Abn Div irty, is forwarded in accordance l
with USARV Regulaticn 525-15. l

2. (C) Comments on commanders’ recommendations:

a. Item: Providing close in fire from mutually supporting fire bases,
page 6, para 2b(1). Concur.

b. lten: Integration of the AN/TP5-25 radar, AN/VPO-, radar, gun
direction computer M-18, and artillery for base defense, page 7, para 2b(2)
ad 1st Ind, para 2b. Concur. Integration of cited target acquisition
devices to provide accurately controlled counter fires on an unsuspecting
enemy has been successful. Although this integrated system is in use in
the 3d Marine Division, as well as the 101st Abn Divieion, the limited
nunber of AN, TPS-25 radar sets precludes full exploitation of this method. |
Additioral success has been obtained by integrating automatic weapons and !
searchlights with one or more of the defensive measures discussed.

c. Item: Use of ground burst marking devices for countermortar and
night time direct fire, page 8, para 2b(3). Concur. Described method is
feasible to provide a direct fire adjusting point.

d. Item: Use of one-man, one-sight system on the Mi01A1 105mm for
countermortar and direct fire during hours of darkness, page 8, para 2b(4).
Concur.

e. Item: Indoctrination of forward observers with inherent danger of
adjusting close-in artillery/mortar fires, page 9, para 2¢(1), 1st Ind para
2¢. Concwr. The following action has been taker to emphasize inherent
dangers of adjusting close-in fires:

(1) Detailed precautionary instructions will be incorporated into
PCV Tactical SOP.

(2) A safety letter is being prepared for dissemination to all ar-
tillery units,

CONFIDENTIAL

yrv DOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
00V DR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (10 May 48) 2d Ind ,
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 101st Abn Div Arty,
for Period Ending 30 April 68, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

fo Item: Establishment of forward support elements with sufficient
capabilities to support task force wnitas that are detached from parent units,
page 10, para 26(1), and 1st Ind, para 2f. Concur.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/fw*";'

R. L. NURDIN
MAJ, AGC
Asst AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-L3T (10 May 68) 3d Ind (C) CPT Arnold/rds/1BN LLRS
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10lst Airborne Division Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEAD UARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 g jyL 196%

T0: Commander in Chief, Ynited States Army, Pacific, ATTN: CPOPnT,
APO 96558 .

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Revort-'.essons

Learned for the cuarterly veriod ending 30 April 1968 from WFeadquarters,
101st Airburne Division Artillery.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning integration of the AN/TPS-25 radar,
AN/MPO-L radar, M-18, and artillery for base camp defense, page 7, para-
graph 2b(2); lst Indorsement, paragraph 2a; and 2d Indorsement, paragraoh
2b: Concur. However, these assets are best used in supnort of combat
operations rather than in a defensive mode, The VIS Army does not have
sufficient assets to supvort the defensive recuirement as stated.

b. Reference item concerning marking devices, page 8, paragraph 2b(3);
and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2c: Concur.

FOR THE COMMANDER :

Lo @ak aBkhona

C. S. NARATSUKASA

Caplain. AGC
Copiea f”rrjshed: Aﬂl.l‘lx .\ﬂ]'“.nt Ge“
HO, 10l1st Abn Div Arty
HG, PCV
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GPOP=-DT (10 May 68) 4&th 1nd (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, l0lst Abn Div Arty for Feriod
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Frencisco 96558 12 JUL 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments ard concurs in the report as indorged.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C.L. sHOMIT
CPT, AGC
Au'AG

15




/lﬁilnclosure 1 (Urganization) to Qperitional leport of 10lst airborne Division
irtillery for leriod Ending 30 April 1968, :iCS Csiuu-ésr(al)

1. Uivision Artiliery i3 orzunized under the TOis listed as follows:
a, lLeadquarters and Headyuarters Battery, Division artiliery; Lui 6-201G.

-

b, Jwo Tield .rtillery Bettalions (airborne,rirmobile; i'v. 6-7051,
or. further or_anized : s foilows:

(1} Leadquuarters, liesdiuerters and Service Battery; Jun 6-7C41,
uodified with paragraph C7, 1us 6-216C,

2, ‘tkree Firing 3atieries; los 6=7CTT.
¢. ir: 1d Botialion, 3Zuth .rtillery remains organized :s fcllows:
{1, tieadguarters, headqusrzers and Jervice Battery; JCL 6-216F.

(2) ‘hree Firing Talteries; YUZ 6-217F. ‘

(3) 7The turec Firing Butteries, with & small sugsenteticn of eguip-
nent, are orgunizea into feur, five tube firing batteries,

de Une of the 10s é-7C5: bzitalions, th: 2d Battalion, >19th ..rtillery,
wzs atteched to lne 3d 3rigade, 1lulst nirborne Division, which ~.s made uzCON
to J1 Field rorce on 6 iarch 1968,

, €. DBattery D, 2d Battalion, 320th irtillery (Provisional; supports the
3. 506 ~bn Inf which is UPCU o I Field Force Vietnam.

<s <ne 150ma battery, twtlery C, 2d Howitzer Battalion, 1llth artillery wos

¢vizched to 1st 3attalicn, 321st artillery in the I 7Z until its perent
taltzlicn arrived in the CI:.

2. 7The 2d fowitzer Zettaliicn, 11th ~rtillery, wus attached to the civisicn
on 7 larch hawever no wriiten order or uessiéye to this effert has ever been
received. This unit is orgenized under TUZ 6=-4252 =ni is further organiged
zs follows: -

a. Headquarters and Headguarters Bat.ery; TuZ 6-426:3.

b, Three Firing Batteries; 1Us 6-4L27E.

¢, Service Gattery; TOE 6-L2YE.

1-1

A

e P a - — B e R R R T R e N N e W Rt e Yo




TR Tas ol L e e e s TR T e W d oA e e e -

Inclosure 1 (Organization) to Operational Report of 10lst sirborne Livision w ‘
Artillery for Period unding 30 April 1968, RCS CS.CR-(5 (R1, :

L, Datiery C, 6th Howitzer Batialion 16th artillery was more or less ";iven" :

to the 10lst Division arti.lery (as the third mediwa battery desired) .y

Provisional Corps Artillery. For purpuses of control 10lst Division n~rtil- ‘ 1

lory attached the batitery to the 2d Battalion, llth .rtillery. Lowever no :

definive mission was assigned this unit, in writing, by any headjuarters, I
" This battery is organized under TOZ 6~427%,

. Batlery A, 1lst liowitzer Battalion, 4Uth Artillery was used to suuport
the 1st Battalion 321st artillery from 31 rarch thru 16 april 1752. Ylis
unit filled & requirement of dirsct support to the 2d Leconnaisance JSyuad-
ron, 17th Cavalry. It is organi:ed under Ve TCL 6-467C., '

6. ‘vhe 24 Battaljcr, >.lst-wrtiller; is in direct sun.ort of the 32 Erigade,
&dd .irborne Jivisiorn, .The' 3d Sripade is CFCUM wo 1Clst airborne Iivision,
The 2/321st is organized under TCC 6-705T and further organized as follows:

a. hezdquarters, Leaudguurters and 3ervice Battery; TuL 6-7067i. i

b. Three Firing Batteries; TCZ 6~707T.
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