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AND_TYPE OF OPERATICH: 1st Infantry Division Operation
Search and Destroy. Reference: Maps Vietnam, 1:50,000
1, 6244 IV, 6244 I, 6145 II, 6245 II, 6245 III, 6145 I,
5 1, 6146 1I, 6246 11T, 6246 11, 6144 1I, 6244 I1I,
III, 6344 IV, 6345 III, 6345 IV..

OPERATION: 240630H April 1966 - 171800H Hay 1966.

3. GENERAL: ‘On 24 April 1966, MACV directed
commenced under control of the 1st Infantry Division.
8-66, dated 19 April 1966, specified that
ducted in TAY NINH Province. Tho area
north by the CANMBODIAN Border, on the th by the SONG VAM CO River : ¢
and TAY NINH City and on the east by yhe 40 N - S grid line (Annex A, '
Operation Overlay). The two brigade/(reinf) operation was launched to

locate and destroy VC forces and e camps in the area of operations.

Iwo reinforced brigades operated agsigned areas, and moved rapldly

to successive arcas by helicopter' to exploit new intelligence on VC

troop and supply installations., Planning was contingous and orders

were issued for operations in nrew areas as the situation developed.

ration BIRMINGHAM
Division OPORD
e operation vags to be con-
bounded on the west.and

a. The reporting officer for this report is Major General Willi
E, DePuy, Commanding General, 1st Infantry Division.

7

b. Task Organization. Control of the operation was exercised
Hemdquarters, 1st Infantry Division. A Command Group, comprised of
Headquarters and Headquarters Company (-), 1st Infantry Division,

: ated tactical commend pogty—y T T AT T

gatle & Col Eggar L
(24 april - 6 May)
HHC 18t Bde(-)

1at Battalion, 2d Infantry
(24 April - 1 May)

2d Battalion, 16th Infantry

&l Battalion, 18th Infantry
(29 April « 6 May)

'1st Battalion, 20th Infantry

Troop A, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
4 Nay - 6 May)

1st Sattalion, 5th Artillery(-)
(vith Battery B, 2d Battalion,
13th Artillery attached)

xd B:(‘ég:do Tuk}!orc)n
ay - 15
Hic am(-) -

1st Jattalion, 2d Infantry
(6 May - 7 May; 8 May - 10 May)
23 Battalion, 16th Infantry
¢ 1st Battalion, 18th Infentyy
(10 Moy = 15 Nay)

DOMKGRADED- AT 3 YRAR 4‘__—-—
mmmﬁ‘_\ _

Lt Col Richard Prill

Lt Col William S Hathaway
Lt Col Herbert ilcChryatal
Lt Col Robert Haldane

Lt Col David C Rogere

Col Albert E Milloy

(j} A

Lt Col Karl R Marton

DETAY
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24 Battalion, 18th l:fantry
(8 May ~ 13 biay)

18t Battalion, 23ta Infantry
(13 May - 15 ¥ay)

18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry(-)
(8 May - 10 Hay)

18t Batialion, 5th Artillery(-)
(wvith Battery B, 24 Battalion,
13th Avtillery attached until
10 May)

3d Brigade Task Force
- HHC 3d Brigade(-)
18t Battalion, 24 Infantry
(1 May - 6 Mey; 10 May - 16 May)
24 Battalicn, 24 Infantry
18t Dattalion, 16th Infantry
(24 April - 3 liay)
2d Battalion, 18th Infantry

; - 1st Battalirn, 28th Infantry
P ‘ (6 May - 10 Mey; 12 lay = 13 May)
P 24 Battalior, 23th Infantry
- (3 Moy - 16 May)

18t Srmadron, 4th Cavalry(-)

(10 May = 11 MNay)

Troop A. 18t Squesiron, 4th Cavalry(-).
i (9 tsy - 10 Nay) .

24 Betinlion, 33d Artillery(-)
’ (vith Battery B, 1at Battalion,
i 7ia Artillery attached) -

Support Command

HHC 18t Support Command(-)

18t Suptly and Transport Battalion()
18t Medical Battalion(-)

7018t Haintonance Dattalion(-)

Division Trnops

1at Enginver Rattalion(-)
19t Aviation Battalion

11th Aviation Battalion (DS)
1218t Signal DBattalion

18t Squadeon, 4th Cavalry(-)

Troop A, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry

18t Dattalion, 18th Infantry
(6 May - 10 May)

ist Battalion, 28th Infantry
(10 May ~ 12 May)

Battery B, 24 Battalion, 13 Artillery
(10 May ~ 16 MNay)

Division Artillery
HHB Diviefon Artillery(-)
8th Bettoli-.n, 6t Atillery(-)

34 Battelion, 9th Airboroe
Artillery(-)
(28 Aprid.= 11 Key)

e
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. Lt Col Leonard L Lewane

Col William D Brodbeck

Lt Col Jack L Comn
Lt Col Lee S Henry

(24 Aprai - 29 April; 6 May - 8 May)

Lt Col Kyle W Bowle

Lt Col Frank R Tims

Col Freddie W Gramling

Lt Col llerbert F Smith
Maj Richard H Bailey
Lt Col Charles Kolankiewics

Lt Col Howvard L Sargent
Lt Col Harold G Xeebaugh
Lt Col Joka L Lauterbach
Lt Col R.R. Curington

(24 April - 7 ilay; 11 Hay = 16 May)
(24 April « 6 Nay; 10 Loy = 16 llay)

Col Karlin ¥ Camp

Lt Col John R MoGiffer’
Lt Col Willian H Jlordia

CONFI?ENT\AL
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Battery A, 6th Battalioa, 27th
Artillery; Battery A, 2d Bat-
talion, 32d Artillery; Battery '

C, 24 Battalion, 324 Artillery :
"(6 May - 16 May)
1st Battalion, 24 Infantry
(7 Moy - & Yay) {
18t Squadron, l,th Cavalry(-) 1
(7 May - 8 May) -
Troop &, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
{5 Ty - 9 tiay)

4o JNTELLIGENCS: a. Intelligence Prior to Operation: As Operation
BIRIINGHA began the intelligence picture contained three significant
items: (1) VWar Zone C is the headquarters area of COSVY and an area .
vhere enemy fordes could be rested, trained, and outfitted for future ‘
operations; (2) Vast storage, supply, and medical facilities were '

located in the zone, mostly along the RACH CAI BAC River on the |
CABODIAN Border; and (3) Only two confirmed battalions were held to ' |
e in the area with the possibility that two other battalions were
located there. The VC had free use of War Zone C and located many o :
support facilities there. The area is well suited for the enemy hit
and-run tactics for which he has ample time to plan, train, and rehearse
the details of an operation in this area, including the critical with-
draval phase. The VC have & thorough knovledge of the area and a well
established intelligence net which provides them with political and
combat intelligence and warning of friendly movements. They possess
the usual stringent and generally effective security arrangements. The
enemy has developed a high degroee of self-sufficiency, but currently
wvas receiving external support.  His organization and control through-
out TAY NINi Province gives him the ability to draw from the people the
manpover, intelligence, subsistance, supplies, finances, and nost other
materials required to support his actions.

Confirmed or probable units operating in the A0 included the C230.
and C320 Battallons, and two possible unidentified battalions. Also
reported and rated F6 were three unidentified regiments, 512 and 531
Battalions, and G335 Company. In addition, the information availabls
on political organizations indicated the following:

COSWIt (cover designation: Anh Trong, Chin Nam, and R) locatdon -
WT 9334; Folitical Officer - Lieutenant General Hal iau.

TAI! BIEN Diotriot Committee (Cover  B03) Location - XT 240650;
Secretary - Sung.

DIONG !IDMH CHAU District Committee (Cover # B36) location -
iT 3352; Secretary - San Ban.

(CAODAIST) HOLY SER District Committes (Cover # B37) Location -
XT 185668; Secretary - Ba Dun.

Town Committes (Cover # BSS) Location - XT 205530; Secretary -
Nguyen Van Ly,

The VC had oconducted regimental and poseibly multi-regiment sise
attacks in the IICHELIN Rubber Plantation adjacent to War Zone C.
Elements of 271 and 273 Reginents had inflicted heavy casualties on
the ARVN 7th Reginent in November. Previous opsrations by friendly
elements in LONC NGUYEM, HO B0, and War Zone D areas gave evidence that

CONFIDENTIAL | ¥
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A prinary wealmess of the enemy in War Zone C was his dependence of j
the support of the people. Friendly troops operating within the area ’
could expect to encounter personnel vho had been forcibly conscripted or -
recruited and sent there for training., ilost of these personnel could
not be expected to be hizhly motivated and indoctrinated and not yet
fully trained or equipped. His infiltration points were subject to inter-
diotion and although his logiatical system is effective, it is also primse
tive - and unsuited for sustained opérations.

The enemy had the capability to:

(1) Attack enyvhere in War Zone C with up to four main force
battalions supported by local force units. .

(2) Reinforce with two main force regiments and two main force
battalions within three days.

(3) Defend his bases vith any part of or all the forces listed in
(1) end (2).

(4) Withdraw into safe havens in CABODIA.

;  (5) Restrict or demy, for linited periods, the use of L0C's by
p interdiction, sabotage, and ambushes,

$6; Ambush friendly forces vith any of the forces listed in (1)
and (2).

(7) Conduct harassing and sabotage attacks against friendly forces
and installations.

(3) Conduct regimental size attacks against friendly areas in
BINH DUGIIG, TAY NINH, DIEN HOA, and HAU NGUIA Provinces in an attempt
to drav {riendly forces out of War Zone C and irflict heavy losses on
the forceas defending theso aress.

Baced on the intelligence estimate, tha VG probable courses of
action wvere:

(1) Continue to use sabotage, harassing fire, and ambushes to
inflict losses, interdict LOC's, and overrun small forces or lightly
defended areas.

(2) Defend larger base areas with forces available, espccially
vhen escaps is denied, but withdrav fyrom lesser bases. The enemy would
probably not oppose large scale operatiocns with major units nor rein-
foroe vith units outside the area.

(3) Evacuate necessary supplies, equipment, political and military
s, and large main foroe units to CANBODIAN or other secret
areas odjacent to Mar Zone C.

(4) Start the "ionsoon Offensive®, choosing to attac: those areas
voakened by the deployment of forces, particularly ARVN, or other
isclated goverm:ant bases and Special Forces Camps.

b. Ohemy Situation During Operations: The intelligencs picture at the !
begioning of the opsration was accurate. Although COSVN installations B
sach a9 the redio station, military hsadquarters, und political head-
guarters were mot panetrated by ground troops, little doubt remained

Mththaﬂwﬁorm”unmmnmu&rmc.
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Installations uncovered show that the area is used for recuperation,

training, and supply. COSVH logistics bases near the CAMBODIAN Dorder
were hit hard.

On 30 April, an enemy battaelion was engaged in vieinity of 10 GO
(WT 9775). Although not positively identified, it was probably the
€230 Main Force Battalion. Intellipence developed during the opera-
tion indicated that the 70th Regiment, not previously identified, is
probably -the military headquarters that contxols and administers the
various units assipned to War Zone C; C230 Main Force Battslion may
be the 34 Battullou subordinate to the 70th Regiment. On 29 April a
rallier stated that the 3d Battalion of the 70th Regiment was in the
vieinity of 10 GO. Up until this time all VC encountered were local
force guerrillas.

The frequency and extent of contacts increased, indicating an
attempt to discourage U.S. Forces from continuing along the river.
Collateral intelligence indicated that the VC were dispersed in widely
separsted squads and half squads and that their mission was to delay the
advance of U,S, Forces. It seemed apparent that what ever major defenses
that existed in TAY NINH were ﬁzrther north in the COSVN headquarters
area, P

Of the 50 suspects detained on 21. April, 5 were confirmed as VC,
On 10 liay, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry captured nine men including
the squad leader of a 12 man local VC squad, Interrogation revealed
that the wnit had been formed 15 days previously and had had no
nilitary training. On 24 April, a returnee, NGUYEN i{ING IHUT, rallied.
He reported a base camp called B65 in the vicinity of XT 445540, con=
taining 3,000,000 piastres worth of ‘supplies guarded by CO men., Twenty
sampans vere observed by "Lightuing Buz" on 1 liay and two were sunk there
on 12 ilay. A bridge capable of caryying track traffic was destroyed by
air on 13 liay and artillery demaged a loading dock in the seme vicinity.
Two hundred tons of rice and a large building were uncovered by another
airstrilie, On 15 May an additional. 200 tons of rice were uncovered.

On 26 April, training facilities were found including mock-ups of
iU-13 helicoptors and U.S. howitzers. A number of documents dated in
1965 were found in the base camp, wost of which related to the 1654
Reginent. The 1654 Regiment has been a training unit and this was
probably one of its training qampa.

Dy the end of April same reports indicated that 271, 272, 273 iain
Force Naginents and 101 lIVA Regiment were poised to attack LOC iDLV
(XU 7309) oometime shortly ofter 9 ilay, Other reports indicated that the
271 and 273 Reginents had left Yar Zons D headed for ‘lar Zone C for rut
and training and that they left ilar 2one D abruptly on 24 April, the
date Operatica BIIMINGHAL! began.

By 8 lay the enemy in TAY [iINH Brovince appeared to be operating in
five general aress:

(1) The seven VC seen in the vicinit.y of LZ SALIT LO (XT 2797)
were probably from the local forces charged with the defsnse of impor-
tant COSWVY installations north of mb-vut grid line 90;

(2) msoraouul.(nm “%085) to about the 45 north-scuth

4 line vhere patrols and visual reconnaisssnce indicated the loca-
tion of battelion end possible regimental foroes (this could be the
area to vhich 271 or 273 moved, if they 41d move into ar Zone C);

CONFIDENTIAL
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(3) Adrcraft continued *o draw fire from the jungle, the center
of which is ZT 2367 (the encuy force was believed to be relatively
small with the misaion of harassing movement along Routes 22 and 4);

(4) Trom the beginning of the operation the woods vie iT 1748,
south of the division base, was the scens of several small but viclent
contacts with elements of a VC company believed to be C40;

(5) Small groups of guerrillas and poscible elements of €230
Battalion continued to mine roads and harass movement with small arms
and automatic weapons fire along Route 22 fron TAY NINH City south-east
to XT 3541 and generally east of the ¢city to the SAIGON River.

Operations in the HICHELIN Plantation area were characterized by
the employnent of nines and booby traps by the VC. This was consistent
with past military experience in this area. Fo main force units were
vithin the plantation area but reports indicated that the 272 Reziment
was probably in the LONG NGUYRI! area east of the MICHILIN. A VG killed

\ on 12 llay 12 kilometers northwest of XT 663448, had an ID card identifying
.. him as a member of C602. C602 is a cover name for J104 Battalion of 272
V' Regiment. This indicated the 272 Regiment probably moved in that dirsc-
tion as our forces entered the LONG NCUYEN area, However, there were no
‘ \ contacts with larger VC forces in the final phase through LOKG NGUYZH.
Larpe base camps were located, the largest of which was lccated at
\ XT 659464 and probsbly serves as the baso area of 272 Regiment. The

‘area 18 laced with trails and has trenches and foxholes scattered through=
out,

i €. Longe Range Reconnaissance Patrols: The Long Range Patrol Detach-
nent, Project Delta, 5th Special Forces Group, operated in supwort of the

ivision from 7 - 11 iay. !liny sightings were made of small grours of VG

(1 indications of a larpe volume of movement throughout the area. On 9
Hay the teams from Projoot Delta located a VG battalion vicinity of XT
302351. Sixteen air sorties were employed, witi several strikes hitting
! groups of VC resulting in a probable 150 KBA. This battalion was proba-
bly from 271 or 273 Regiments.

-

Division Long Range Patrols were also used during the operation.
Two pstrols vare infiltrated into the suspectod area of COSVH ilead-
quarters vicinity XT 2192, D3ase areas lerge uwnough to sujport batta-
lion size forces wo—e located, but the teams were discoverod and had
to fitht for oxtraction. ’

d. Counterintelligencet OPORD 8-66 called for the development and
execution of a Ceception plan (Annax B). The decepilon plan area of
operations vas disseainated curing coordination visits vith senior
advisors to the Sth and 25th ARWN Divisions. A decention Freg Order
42-66 was intiroduced into ARVN channels by Headquaxters, II FPORCEV.
The deception scheme vas azployed to deceive the VG as to the actual
Qrea of operaticos and cause him to move into the actual arsa of onere~

- tions. Tight security vas maintained on the actual operations plan.

." Reconnaiscance f1#gbtc over the actual aroa in central snd westorn
TAY HINH Province were kept to s minimum, but increased over the decep-
tion plen area. Artillery fires and pre-planned air strikes were
plmd;:drmcm for sseigned muinthdmpnonplnh-q;
Order. addition to the 0 tions wvere planned for
the plantaticn ares to the eeastlor by Nmm City to focus attention
wmmwm:—mmmammwm.

o, Terrain and Ueather: Var Zone C in the northwest coroer of TAY
NI Brxovinoce is lov, flat lind with geatle slopss. Uith the exoeptive
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of NUIBA DEN (IT 2553), all elevaticns are less than 100 meters, and

most less than 50 meters. Ths area is ganerally heavily fcliated with
dense jungle and is Intarsperzcd with rary marshes, wusielands, stroams
and cenals, Vehicular moverent is gensrally restricted to existing roeds
and trails, National Routa 22, Provincial Route 4, and several unmumbered
roads comprisa *he prinecipel road network. Humerous LZs exist but they
are subject to flooding diring the rainy season. In the jungle areas,
concealment is generally excellent and offers some cover. In the rubber
plantations, coneealmsnt Irom air observation is excellent becnuss of

the tree canopy, but ths ground is usually clear of secordary growth.

No navigabls riwvera exist within ilar Zone C except curing the rsiny sea-
son. Agriculture is the economic base for the area, elthough soma light
industry is prescnt. Approximately 10,000 people live in enemy controlled. .
area of TAY HINH Province.

Iniilal operations in the area indicated the VC were not naking
3 extensive uso of the araa east of the RACH CAI 3AC River because of
- a lack of water, sparse treil activity, and thick jungle.

Weather, initially was hot, dry, end dusty. Temperatures ranged
from maximums in the high 90's to minimms in ths mid 70's, but with
April and May being tie transitional months between the dry and wet
mongoon 8sasons, tamperatures dropped with the onset of rainy weather.

. By 8 sy, the weathor had turmed bad and interferrad with the completion
5 of a raid against the suapscteu COSVN Heedquarters. The start of the
‘ helilift into L2 ST. 10 was delayed 13 hours because of low ceilings and
; poor vialbility. Tho same factors precluded timely preparation of LZ
i VERDUN. £ osriec of thunderstorms moved from the southwest across the
objective arva and the routes to the objective. Ths weather deteriorated
to tho point where the operation had to be cancellsd. On € iluy, rainfall
at the division base was .34 inches with greater amvimts falling over
" the objective area. A total of 3.5 inches had fallcn in the previous
. four days. Cross-comatry vehicular trafficahbility was poor, with many
) roads requiring axtonsive engineer effort to kecp trefiic moving.

f. CA/PSYOr:
- l {1) Concept and execution of Psyilar/CA operations.

A (a) The Pey'lar/CA operations during Operation BIRIGIL! were

‘ characterized by intence activity aimed at utilisation of all available
. oodia targeting two najor groups. The first of these groups consisted
: of two tarrets: the North Vietnameso Regular Force (lIVA) and the Viet
i Cong of SVil. The second grou) conaisted of the civilian nomilace.

: This group ran the gamut from GW asupporters to VC sympathisors;

I gonarally, they were apathetic and adopted a "wait and see" attitude.

F» (b) As expected VC nilitary morale ums initially high because of
; lack of previous significant contaot with GV or U.S. units in the
past, VC living oonditions in the objective area hed also been reason-
ably ecufu-tahle. B-52 strikes had previously been made Wit their suo-
oo8s and offect on enemy morale wvas at first, geperally unknowm.

(c) The general temor of approach to COSVM and EVA forces was to
reminé them of e plysioal difficulties encountered during their exten-

Je south to liberats a people who do not desire to be

liberated. Those forcss were axposed to air attecks, sickness, and
lack of other then a bare subsistance diet. 1st Infantry Division Prylfer
played upon these conditions and the uncertainties thct the future held
for them. The approach also ccatinued the paychological pressures on the
NVA soldiers that were imposed on his travals down the HO CHI IIH Tyail.
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The objectives of the Psyisr Campairn acainst VA forces were to gen-
erate disaffection, Gcfection, reduce combat effectiveress in MVA per-
sonnel in UVA and VC units in SVH, by crezting dissention botueen cadre °
and rank and file, and incroasing suspicion and security precautions.

(d) The epproach towerd the Viet Cong was somevhat different,
playirz on family ssparation, cadres from outside South Vietnan, end
to exploit the dastructicn of the myth of VC invincibility. The major
appeal to the South Vietramese was the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) campaign.

(e) Chieu Hoi interrogations indicate that although some per-
sonnel attemptad to dafect or rally nsar ARVN and US military tase
canps or GVN fa-ilities, the best opportunities for defection occur
during and immediately foilewing combat. 1st Infzeiry Division leeflets
and lcudspesl:or appeals wero responsive to field rocuirements and
exploited unit identifications and sgituations and specific;;‘..ly took
advariege of ralliers and prisc'xers gained during the opcration. To
facilif.ato the sxpleoitatior ¢l prisoners and re_‘LLiers for psychological
varfare a Speciiisd Information Collection Requiranent (SICR) vas
passeé to G2, Itvision PsyOp shifted from general policy announcements
to specific themes, information end dirsctions in tho first hours of
D-Day. Strip maps skouing rallying points were coordinated with Province
Officicls 1 publicized on D+1. The National Stundard Safe Coaduct Pass
was used throughout the operatiun,

(f) acs leaflet drops on the civilian population were executed
irmecddately cftor D-Day. A policy statement explaining to the populace
wvhy the divizion was in the area was vsed irnitially. Targeting of clv-
ilians was closaly coordinated with JUGPAD ecd Wi lEnister of Inforna-
tion by ir. Ray Opencer, 1st Infratry Division JIOPAC igprascntative.
kr. Spencor drefted and coordinected the zessege for the division,
Follow-cn leafleting and loudspeaker broadecasis urged the people to
remain calm, stay euay lrom operational are=s, end to provide informa-
tion. Tho division used MEDCAP/CA jrojocts as a focal noint to assist
G2/iI Tesns to gathor information. Special attention was paid to VC
oontrol’nd hamiots with apnpeals made to VG wvives to urge thoir husbands
and sons to rally.

(g) Aoong the opportunities initially developed for exploitation
were destructiovn of hiza canmps, security complexes end logisticel caches;
impending dangor to civilica cadre in COSVN; U.S. oporational victories;
and the physicxl display of U.S. Forcses.

(h) Caveral nissions for the first two doys vere prurlanned.
Includod wers cerial leafleting aud the division land tail of tho
oconvoy handing cut Intelligencs Information Leafleta. Theese loaflets
wero cleared by G2/i{I vho assured the division the money to ney for the
inforoation.

(1) On the evening of D-Day the division began producing locally
developnd loaflets at a rate of approximately 100,000 every eigcht hours,
Develorwont and coordinaticn vas exneditad by the ostablisteent of o
)1 tine 1st Division G5 Liaison Officer at :CV Sector Boadquarters.
The division started using*locally prepared leaflets at 1200 hours, Dﬂ.

(3) In acdition to media previously mmtioned, Vietnarwse
Information Sorvioe (m)pcton-dmndlw oissions in
oocordination with ARVH and U.S. Pxy.lar Detachments. The use of bunners,
nevepapers end postors prepared ty tho Division JUSPAD Beprdseatative
whwonl divisvion coverage. Civie astion oporstions vere primr.ly
orismted thivugh (ZOCAP II end refugee relief. (GDCAP tesms troated
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patients throughout the csitil eily, swrrounding hamlets, end in
disputed arsas. ‘The location of specific JEZDCAP sites were coordinated
with province officials. Joint GVI/1st Infantry Division ilIDCAP
oparations were conducted &8 a result. The cooperation of proviiaciel
health workers increased tha mmber treated and emhanced the imaga of
both the division and local officials. IZDCAP operations were sup-
poried by attached ARVN Civil Affairs and Pgychological Operetion Teams.
Exploitation of iLADCAP bty IiI personnel developed useful psychological
operations information, The division distributed relief supplies to two
refugne comps on threa occasiona in coordination with district officials.
Schocl supolies, seuing and cloth kits, rice and other feods vers dls-
tributed to 230 needy families (approximately 3400 people)., Diwvact
face to {acs corcunication with sver 18,000 people was acconplished by
the attsched ARVI/CA and PsyWlar Toams. These includsd speeches to
IIDCAP c¢rowis, groups at merket squares and street cornerc, end ihouse to
house visits, This highly personal effort by the attachcd Vietaunzse
units iucreased’ the impact of Division Psyllar thomes.

(k) Division loadei 12,00u leaflets in 200 artillery 105mm
projectiles for on call requests. This leaflet was a surronder appeal
to surrounded or cut off VC vnits and for rapid exploitation of local
actions. The division had an additional 300 rounds of propaganda
projectiles aveiicblae. -

(2) As a separate action within the frame worlk of Operation
BIRMINGHAN, the 1st Infantry Division moved to the arca of tho HICHELIN
Flantation to conduct a week's operations. It was decided to conduct
"fear® operations using the following general apnroash: .y

(a) Convince members of the VC iHilitary Forcos that the danger
of death is so great thet they vill rally in spite of their other fears.

(b) Roassure them of good treatment by the US/GVN officilals to
vhom th:y report, and good treatument by the Governmont of Vietnan
thereafter,

(e¢) Hold out a tangible hope that ﬁheir families can be evacuated
from VC controlled arvas end thereby, removed from danger.

{d) "Foer" propaganda tovics.
1. Cenoral fear of growing US/GVI might.
2+ Faar of the B-52, regarding its surprise destructiveuoss v

~ and the inaderacy of shelter onco thought safe.

3. Fear of artillery strikes, especially VT,

4. Fear of bonbing and strafing from all ty,es o, alrcraft
end helicopters.

5. Foars induced by the movnting casuaily rate.

§. Fear of being slandoned, wounded on the battleficld,
eopscially under the VC policy of giving priority for evacustion and
treatmont to the lightly wounded.

(3) Results.

(a) Approximately 20,000,000 leaflets wers dropped during the
70 day period. Five thousand, five hmdred HEDCAP patients ware
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treated and a muliitude of mugineer Civie Action projects were accomp-
lished. Cne thoussnd, four hurdred refugees vere nrovided supplies,
including 150 generated by division operations.

(b) "County Fair" and "lay Day" Psyiar Offensive Operations -
appeared to ba effeciive. Initial analysis of the 1st Infantry Division
¥ay Day Pay'lar Uffensivo reveal that utilization of the Division Dend
and ARVN 1zt Psylar Battelion Cultural Team in conjunction with a weapons
display, il2CAP teans and house to house Ci operationa forced the VG on
tho defensi.e. There ware no VC inspired May Day incidonts reported in
TAY NIV City. :

(c) Thirty-eight Chieu Hoi ralliers retwnal to division/GVR
offic’ils during operaticns. Thirty wvere attributed by Caiecu noi
officials to ist Infontry Division operations.. Criteria utiiizod was
that n »allier statod the primsivy reason for defection wes 1st Infantry
Divivion PsyOp activities. Germsrally it was found that the aversge
rallior was 30 yaars old, literste and a local guerilla. All stated
during inSerrogziicn tuet they had read 1st Mfantry Division leaflets,
howovar only two leaflets were brought in. lost ralliers stated that
no lezflnts wors brought in becsuse the cadre had declared a death
penalty fur peosession of a leaflet. Two ralliers, V¢ guerillas, had
in thoir punscssicn a Safe Conduct Pass, numbers 224735AR end 957.97%.

. Addi%lonal Tujen Hol rotwrnees cen be expected to raliy at the firat

onporitnity eg a regult of divislon operations.

Delliers gave the following reasons for rsllying: lack of
gufficient fool; lac): of medical care; no pay; lonelinaes for fauily;
unkept nremizes and leadors who treated them like "dogs®. )

2. Spocific researca was conductad as to the effect of 3-52 v
Bombers. Of the 20 rnlliers avestioned ¢n this subject, 25 statad
that taey hed read ahout or seen the B-52 raids, TFollowl.g are their
fears in oridar ol priority: fLfoar of bolng buried alive; foex of tle
borb {ragnevts; fear of the noloe caused by the expitsion of the bamb
and blaiv; foor of the bember itself (unseen, wnheosd, ghostlike).
]

3. ibre unugnal is that 24 ralliers.exprossed fear of the
helicoptar guostip, Tids can be attributed to the abnoramal amount of
division fire toams oporsting in an area vhere orly a few have operated
pravicusly. L

(1) Lecflets ywrepared. Attached at Annex G are san:les end
transletions ¢f leaflots prepared by 1at Infentry Division Fuylur
elenents. :

5. iI65104: The 1st Infentry Diviaion was aspirmed the mission by
COLTISILSY of conducting operations desp into Uar Zyne C in conjunciion
with ARVN III Corpe Forces to locata and destroy VO forces supply
cachcs and hase camps.

6. COUCRT OF OPERATI(: OPORD 8-66 specified that Overation
BIRHLIC LUl would be oondu:ted in five phases.

* N

Thaso I (24 Apr - 25 Apr). During this phase tus Mvieion(-) wes
to mvo into the arsa of operation. 3d Drigzads would introduce one
infentyy battilion and ons artillery battary bty heliocoptar tn gouro an
L2 for the ramainder of the trigade to deploy. A fixed ving circreft
shunitlo, t» TAY HIE 3, wvas to ctart on the moraing of D-Uyy to Iving
in the rzsainier of the 3 Brigade, the 1st Brigade, eand tw infuntry
tattalions of ths M Drigede. Battalions would then be holiliftel to
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LZ's in respective AO's after closurs into TAY NI 3 airfield. A road

: convoy would deploy to the division base at TAY NIMH to position combat
suppert and combai service support elements and establish a division
base arsa for the cperation. Phase I was to torminate when all forces
are in tho AQ.

Phase II (24 Aor - 30 Apr). Operations to be conducted in AO BUICK
and FORD. During this phase, brigades will conduct search and destroy
operatiors in assigned areas of operation. Bacause the strsnsth and
location of VC in the AC wore unknown, operations would initizily be
of hetielicon size. Intelligence reports indicatsd the arca ef opsra=-
ticn -ontwined najor base comp complexes defended by care tulvar feroes,
The otjective ot Thass II thorefore was to locate and desiicy the vase
canps ang their defenders.

Phese III (29 Apr - 2 Hay). During this phase, brigodes vere to
cond:ct oparations in AO0s NASH and OLDSHOBILZE to locste and dustroy VO
forces. Chrnge 1 to OPORD 8-66 dealeted U.S. Forces operating in these
ACs and alloeated these areas to the 25th ARVN Division Tagk Force.

Thase I7 (3 ilay - 6 llay). Operations in AO DODGE and PLY.OUTH,
Tha otjective during this phase wes for brigades to conduet secarch and
dostroyr oporutions to locate a major VC headquartars and bass canp -
reported lonrted viednity IT 3181, Because of unlmoun strength and
locaticn of VG forces, brigades would operate initially in battelion
3lze formations.

Phagsa V (7 liay = § lay). Redeployment to base camps. During this
phase, hrigades will extract forces to base camps by fixed ond rotary
wving aireraft. 4 vokicle convoy would be utilized to redaploy supplies.
and equipuent to assigned areas.

Firs support piamning included artillery, tacticnal alr, and ~armed
helicortors to s placed on LZ's and to be provided throughcut tis
operation as harassing and interdiction fires and fires on targeis of
opportinity.

Planning called for flexibility in execution. Areas of operation
wvore to bo sdjeated, taliing advantage of new intalligonce.

Frag Order 44-66: The maneuver units wore to ocoupy an assembly grea
with 3d Drigads on 1 lay folloved by 1at Brigade on 2 iay. Onerations
would ba condunted to the east and northeast (Amnex D), wnrupacing to
continue opuraiions in War Zone C by airmobile assault to north of Base 5.

Frag Order 45-66: During this nhase of Operation BIRIINGHA! each
brigrdn wuld condust a series of spocific battelion sise operationn.
Battalliono were to ccnduct saturation patrolling, cordon and sccrch
operal..ons ornd oagle rligats in assignod AO's to cover naximm terrain
in ths iinited time avnilable. Pire support would be provided hy D3
and GS artiliery, (Annex E)

Fras; Coder 46-6F directed that Operation BIRLIIGHAIl continue during
the pclod 7 - 9 iay. Foress would be enployod to locate and destroy
tho headcriartess of Central Office South Viotnan (COSW) rejortedly
mtad at IT 217913, The raid tyne operaticn would bs conductad in

Phase I ($ - 2 ilgy) A deception plan wuid be implemented with the

alterna’n COSYH Headquarters located at IT 3262 as ths objective. A
forward srtillery base wuld be established at Base 4 ond intense
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- artillery fire and air siiiles would be é¢irected iato the deception
Flen area.

Phase II (3 May) One infantry battalion and one artillcry bat-
talien from TF Hollirngsworth would be landed at a forvard artillery B
bage roear the CAIIBODIAN Border. After a B-52 strike on COSVH Head- Vv
quarters a masalve artillery and air preparation would be placed on :
landing zones. The remainder of TF Hollingsworth (three infentry
battalions) would land in the objective area and move to the objestive
whila blocking on the north and south (Annex F). One ARV Atriome
batiielics was to land vieinity LZ ST. LO and conduct local sasrch and
des..r:; op<xwationa.

Phave III (8 - 9 Fay) After eompletioﬁ of the initial attack on
COCVN Headquerters, TF Hollingsworth would conduct a search to locate
and Cdestrey aiditional clements and tase camps in the same oraa.

Yease IV (9 ilay) iixtreotion to be made by helicopter.

Fivo support wss to be mvided from two artillery bases and by
clices alr m.port sorties.

Frag (odor 47-£6 directed that the division continue Op"rat“ on
BIRMNFN: 1y c.onducting search and destroy operations in the mu':.«mm
Plentciion and LOJG NGUXRN/Iron Triangle area (Annex G).

Phaso I (9 - 12 iiay) 4n ISR was to be establishel anl operations
conduetad in the LICKALIN Plantation area, searching villages and
reported VC vy stationa.

Phace 1T (14 - 20 May) Brigades operate east and south of MICHELIN,
23 Bu. gode would attack scuth along SAIGON River to object!ves vicinity
T 584, and XT 7422, while 3d Brigade was ettacking east thriugh LONG
NCUYELl urea to LAI KB,

7.  ZRICUTICN:

-1 (23 April). The 1at Infantry Division prepositioned the
followiny units and elements in final preparation for Operation
BIRITCIA G

1st Pricnde ~ Land tail of the brigade conwy (nnc, 1/2 Inf, 1/23
Inf) de*erts:l TIUOC VIl and closed DI AN.

1 .4:1:'04.0 - 24 Battalion, 1{th Infantry and B Battery, 1at EBat-
tann, 1A irtillery wore airlifted with 24 C-123 sorties rrom RZAR CAT
to DM7 TING. Compary B, 2d Dattalion, 16th Infantry ims ei-1ifted to
CT Olf with 5 UH-1D helicopters to provide persomnel for eaple flights
to i conlucted on D-Day for convoy security. The remaindar of the
batiaiion moved tvom BEAR CAT to BIRM HOA, mlmdtdlole‘t Inf,
2/16 T8, md1/7£rvoloudtnDIm. :

33 2cigade - Land wil of the e (HHC, D Co 1st &\u R,
2/%3 fa%) soved from BSX CAT to PHU

My Arty = A Troop, 1/4 Cav, mkrbot, ma/swdemmwx
“dﬂ“‘mm !

D-Dav (2% Aprdl). PHASE X otOptutim BIRILIGBL comasmced at

> 0630 with & loygt air assault involving Air Yoroe d Army fized 'ring
. siroraft snd Army Selicopters. Two infaatry battalions and supporting
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artillery were lifted simultaneously into LZ's while the remaining four

3 infantr; battalions, supporting artillery, cormand and logistical troops 5

and equipment werc moved to the operational area by road convoy, and ’ :
C-130 and CV-2 aircraft. The first brigade move to the area of opera-

; tion was accomplished with a combination of & motor convoy and airlift

4 _ of elements of all three battalions from BIEN HOA and PHUOC VIIH Airfields.

The 3d Brigade moved to the operational area by land and air. The
2d Battalion, 18th Infantry had staged at DAU TIING on 23 April and was
airlifted to the forward area. The buttalion had a fire fight with VC
, at XT 042575 end captured 3 of the enemy. The 1st Battalion, 16th
{ Infantry detained 50 VCS et XT 033576, 5 of which were later confirmed
i as VC. The 2d Battalion, 24 Infantry closed into AO FORD without contact.

Land tail elements closed the base camp at TAY NIIH with only minor
instances of sniper fire being directed at the convoy.

D+1 (25 April). Operation BIRMIHGHAM continued with two brigedes
conducting extensive search and destroy operations in AOs FORD and -
BUICK, The 1st Brigade searched generally in the southwestern por-
tion of AQ BUICK., The 1st Battalion, 24 Infentry and 1st Battalion,
28th Infantry conducted sweep operations and 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry
patrolled the area around LZ RED (XT 0264), maintaining one company on
30 minute alert as a rapid reaction force. There wore no simnificent
eontacte or discoveries made during the search. The 24 Brigade con-
tinued onerations with three battalions sweeping to the southwest in
40 FORD. The brigade CP was moved to Base 3 and established at 4T
037576, The FCL was established betweun 24 and 34 Brigades along 62
3 « W grid line. The 24 battalion, 24 Infantry swepy with two companies
: _ end airlifted Company A by Ull=1D to Base 3 to provide security for the
3 _ brigade CP. The 4.2 morter platoon and B Dattery, 2/33 Ariy were lifted
to the neu brigade CP location utilizing Ul-1D and Cl-~47 aircraft.
During the sweep by 1/16 Inf, a short fire fight ensuad with two VC.
The VC fled and left one weapon. The 2/18 Inf had negative contact
during the sveep from Base 1 to Base 3. Elements of the 1st Squadrom,
4th Cavalry provided security for artillery and engineer units and
supported CIDG forces conducting search and destroy operatiorns vicinity
of TAY NINH.

D+2 (26 April). An increese in the number of VC contacts was noted
on D+2 and three large supply base complexes were discovered. It had
become apparent that major VG supply installations were located along
tho CAMBODIAN Border and the eastern bank of the RACH CAI BAC River.
Four battalions were de; oyed to the west to search the jungle area and
suspicious landing sites along the river, VC contacts ranged from squad
to platoon size forces, with brief engagements and VC fleeing after sharp
exchanges of fire. 1st Brigade operations were extensive and detailed
searches in the wostern and southwestern portions of A0 BUICK. The 1st
Battalion, 28th Infantry conducted search and destroy operations in
vicinity of area WT 982656 and WT 990695. Soveral large caches yeilded (v,
37, tons of rice, 132 tons of salt, 1250 maters of plastic material, LN
850 sheots of tin, 1815 gallons of fuel and one boat. The 1st Battalion, -
24 Infantry and 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry conducted a relief in place
operation. Alter the relief was effected, the battalion swept north and
west along the RACH CAI BAC River,

Three minor contacta were made during the day in which three VC were
killed and a AK asssult rifle was captured. One exohange of fire was
vith three VC across the river (in.CANBODIA) at WT 9766, .

' mxmmaMmMstampmm H
© vest and 1/16 Inf sweeping west. The 20 Battalion, 24 Infantry remained
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at the brigade CP in rsssrve. Duriag the swecp bty 1/16 Inf, base camps
end way staticns were disecvered. Company C emzaged an unimown nucber
of V3 %a a tase camp at XT 003575, Artillery and air were immediately
employe? to z23sist in cutting off the VC eccape routes to the south and
east, When contact was broken st 1830, U.S. Forces had killsd 5 VC (BC)
and captoraed four small arms. Four contacts wers made by eloments of
2/18 Iof, quring thoir sweep west and ncrth. Company C mado contact
with 6 - 8 ¥ in a base camp at WT 993619. The company mursued the VO
b lost comtaet, A% 1627, A Company engaged approximately 25 VG at

WP 935531 killing 2 (BS).

Ths 1st Squzdron, 4th Cavalry coﬂtinued the mission of providing

acenrity end supporting CIDG forces. All operations were without -
incidaat.

D43 (27 April). A thorcugh search of the banks of the FACH CAI BAC

Riva> wss conducted where lerge supply installutions bad been uncovered.

Vii eoatacts wsre limited to brief encounters with snipers and squed or
sl olze elements. The tst Brigade conducted extensive and detziled
senr2h and dectroy cperations in the west and southwestern portions of
A0 715K, with attention directad to the river bank where lsrge steres of
matoriel ond foed siulfs had been discovered and destroyed. A iinmi-up
wes mata with 34 Drigade elements &t XT 0264. The 1st Battailcn, 24

' InCaviry secured an LZ for the introduction of 1/16 Inf, 2/33 arty(e)
‘and 34 Fde CP, then quickdy reorganized and conducted sn airmobliis

ansauit into vieinity WT 975675. The st Battalion, 20th Infantry,
vncosered large amounts of VG supplies during search awd dastroy opsra-
tions elcng the river, Base camps and supply caches yislded the fcl-

lowiag: 6 huta, a mess hall and classroom, 44 CHICOH granaces, 1350.5 tons ¢~ .°

of rics, 500 pounds of cloth in bolts, 200 pounds of grein, and assorted
documents. Floments of the 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry discovered and
dentroyed A3 tons of rice, 50 pounds of salt, 800 black wiforms, 16
boats, and 6,000 khaizi wniforms. The battaelion had two contacts during
the doy. Three VO wore killed and their small arms captured.

Tha 34 Brigade CP moved to vicinity of XT 023645 by Ci-47. One
helienpler was hit by sniper fire from XT 0357. The 2d Bettalion, 2d
Infirseey evacnzted 1,600 pounds of rice from vicinity of XT 055505,

Tha Lattalion rived by Ull=1D to vieinity XT 023543 and establichad overw
aight positlens. The 2d Battelion, 18th Infantry searched scuth aicig
the river, A battalion base camp was discovercd at WT 991519 centaining
tho follovdag: five classrooms (100 - 150 persons esch), 50 Muts, and &
aupply p>int contoined uniforms, a kitchen, 20 tons of rice and othsr
nisrellaneous supplies end docurents. Several complexss ware found
along tho viver that indicated a series of way staticns. The following
items wora found and destroyed: 200 huta, 50 tons of rice, 1 (25-50 HP)
dlesel cuginoe, 1 gasoliue gsaerator, and 1 - 2 HY urgino, Company 3
deawrcyed an wmmunition manufacturing complex at T 992687.

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry contirued the miscion of security and
petreiling, In iwo separate mine incidents, APC's suffered minor demage.
Troop D earaged on estimated 20 VC in vicinity XT 142456 at 2012 hours
with ualnown results.

D+, (28 April). Operation BIRMINGHAM continued with units con-
ductiog zencch and destroy operations along the RACH CAI BAC River and
slon Ly southern portion of AO BUICK to the RACH BEN DA River. lunm-
erovg VO baso canpe, estimated to be company or battalion sixo; with
varions ruonly caches were discovered. A significant number of mines
and Unoly traps were encountersd along roads and trails, partiocularly
leading to case ocanmp axeas. None of the installations were heavily
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defended, with only VC units of squad or smaller size continuing to be
encountered. The enermy continued his tactics of sporadic fire and
fleeing, abandoning their cemps or positions as division forces advanced:

The 1st Brigade continued extensive search and destroy operations in
AO BUICK with emphasis on the saturation of the bank of the RACH CAI BAC
River between WT 965715 and WT 963680. The 1st Battalion, 24 Infantry — _-
discoverad a rice cache of 32 tons in vicinity of WI 969700, Yhiie
the rice was being destroyed, an unknown number of VC were engagsd by A
Company, one VC was killed, Company B executed a rapid sweop to the east
to maintain A Company's contact. Air and ertillery were used to block
the enemy's escape, but the contact was broken, The 15t Battalion, 28th
Infantry conducted operations without contact, but located several sup-

" ply caches, Fourteen buildings were d%scovered at WT 993674, containing -

miscellaneous training aids and supplies. A rice cache of five tons and
gsome medical supplies were found at WT 995679, Company C located a hase
camp vith 30 buildings, one of which was & dining hell containing eight
stoves, Three huts and ten tons of rice were discovered by the came
company at WT 934677. The 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry conducted opera-
tions along the river in conjunction with 1/2 Inf. iImphasis was placed
on the thorough destruction of supplies found on 27 April.

There was no major contact by the two battalions sweeping in 3d
Brigade Zone. The 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry found a lerge base camp ,
at XT 000639 containing the following: several CHICOM Claymore - type  ~
nines, numerous booby-trapped CHICOil grenades, several oxen, picks and
shovels, male and female sleeping quarters, &n 8-bed hospital, a cooking
area for 50 peonle, 1,200 pounds of rice, and 10 huts. The 1st Dattalion,
16th Infantry remained in reserve and secured the artillery base and
brigade CP until relieved by 2/13 Inf at 1145 hours. The battalion
then swept northeast without contact. The 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry
swopt east to the RACH BEN DA River and then north and south along the
vest bank between 63 and 66 & - W grid lines, HNegative contact was made.

Two mine incidents damaged an APC and a tenk of the 1/4 Cav.

D+5 (29 April). As Operation BIRMINGHAM continued, the 1st Infantry
Division penetrated deeper into War Zone C with a two-brigade assault to
position forces astrida the main VC east-west supply route into lar Zone
C from CAMBODIA. 3d Erigads :lements movad into A0 LINCOLN, while the
1st Brigade commenced operativns in A0 MERCURY. 1st Drigade elements
were airlifted into the new base area. 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry con-
tinued search and destyoy operation along the RACH CAI BAC River as it
svept north into A0 MERCURY, Tuventy-two tons of rice were destroysd in
vicinity WT 977725, The LZ (XT 032718) vas assaulted by 1/28 Inf and
then securod for the remaining brigade elements to land. An estimated
fifteen VC were engaged at XT 032710, situated in a fortified position
with overhead cover. As the position was assaulted, the VG fled. The
2q Dattalion, 16th Infantry swept north along the river in conjunction
with 1/2 Inf. A major hospital complex was discoverod in vicinity WT
977736. The complex measured 100 X 300 meters and contained elaborate
laboratory facilities, 1000 pounds of medical suppiies and 30 tons of
rice, hospital wards, surgical facilities, and administrative and
storage arcas. The area also contain~d 16 tuildings. During the day,

the battalion located and destroyed a total of 108 tons of rice, however,
no significant contact was made. ‘

The movement of the 3d Brigade CP and 2/33 Arty(-) was made by CB-47
aircraft into LZ CHORD (XT 025785). The 2d Battalion, 24 Infantry wes
airlifted to L3 CHORD by UB-1D, preceding the brigede elcnent and
secured the brigade CP and artillery bess. The 1st Battalion, 16th
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Infantry was also 1ifted by Uil-1D into LZ CilORD. Search and deatroy
operations were conducted to the northeast, but no contact was made
with the VC. LZ RED (XT 020640) was secured by 2/18 Inf for extrace

; tion of 1st and 3d ‘Brigades. The battalion then moved by UH-1D to

| A0 MERCURY and was placed under operational control of the 1st Brigade,

D46 (30 April). The 1st Infantry Division continued its search of
the CAI BAC River along the CAMBODIAN Border. One company of 24 In,
L 16th Inf remained to destroy the medical center discovered 29 ‘April,
o vhile the battalion (-) and 1st Battalion, 24 Infantry continued north
o along the river. 0845 hours, both battalions began to receive heavy
SA fire from the tree line north of the village of 1O GO (VT 9775), end
similtansously received AW fire from the west (CAMBODIAW) banlk of the
river. Fire was returned with SA, AW, and srtillery, and efiectively
suppressed the firing from CAMBODIA. Company A, 24 Battalion, 16th
; Infantry succeeded in enveloping the right (eastern) flank of the VG
] force on the north, killing 8 VC and dostroying a company size base
i cemp. The 1st B, 2d Inf closed with the VC forces (estimated at a
R battalion on the east bank) and killed 42 VC (BC) plus another 75
i (probaoble). 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry killed 4 more V¢ during mop-up
operations, The total VC losses were 54 KIA (BC) and 100 KIA (probable ~
determined by aerial observation on the west bank of the river). Con-
tact was broken at 1405 hours. ‘

3d Brigade conducted patrolling out from the brigade CP with two
infentry battalions. 1at Battalion, 16tk Infantry was placed on rapid
reaction status at 0950 hours and was pulled back to the brigade CP '
area. 2d Battalion, 2 Infantry conducted S&D operstions, north,
i destroying a bunker complex that encircled the brigade CP. Company A
. encountered a trench and tunker at IT 022797 which was defended by a
- gmall VG force.

' j 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry conducted a night sweep from its CP to
XT 1569. Some SA firs was received but no major contact resulted.

!

1 D+7 (1 lay). Only light VC contact was made as the division
continved mop-up operations following the 10 GO Battle. 1st Bripade

' conducted battalion size S&D operations in the southern portion of
AO iSRCURY netting 51 tons of rice and 3 VCC. 1st Battalion, 2d Infan

l try was Jetachel from 1st Brigade and lifted from A0 MERCURY to L2

| WILLOW RUN (XT 3147) where it was attached to 3d Brigade. The other

| 3d Brigade elements were extracted from AO LINCOLN to the plantation

i xec:dvi:ainity LZ WILLOW RUN closing 1714 hours without significant
eata.

18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry secured L2 WILLOW RUN with Troop B and
t swopt, the plantation area for the arrival of 3d Erizade. Division
: Artillery elements supported the extraction of 3d Brigade from Base 2
and continued its extensive HAI program.

048 (2 May). 1st Brigade was airlifted from AQ MERGCURY to the
south side of the planvation area vicinity XT 3250, The LZ was secured
by elaments of 1at Squadron, 4th Cavalry. The first 1ift departod the
PZ 0645 hours and the last brigade elements closed 1429 hours. No cot-
tacts vere made in the asw AO,

34 Brigade conducted cars and maintenance and stood down from active
operations, Flans vere begun for operations in AQ AUSTIK between TAY
RIMI and DAU TIENG. 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry detained 3 VCS vhile
conducting security patrols vioinity XT 336448. .
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18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry secured the LZ vieinity XT 3149 for
1st Brigade. Some SA and AW fire was received 0635 hours but no
damage resulted. Troop B plus tanks secured the road from XT 253500
to XT 37142/ for 1st ingineer Battalion work parties. Two VC were
killed during the day while this mission was being performed.

Division Artillery elements escorted by 1st Squadron, 4th Cavelry
displaced from Base 2 after the last infantry elements had departed and

moved to a new base vicinity XT 3050, All elements closed 2035 hours
without ineident.

D49 (3 May). Both brigades conducted care and maintenance in the
plantation area east of TAY NINH., Plans were dwuveloped for operations
in 40's AUSTIN and FIAT southeast of TAY NINH City. 34 Brigade relieved
1/16 Inf by 2/28 Inf in the operational area using a CV-2 shuttle from
SUOI DA (XT 3358) to LAI KHE, At 2000 hours 1/2 Inf departed the peri-
meter and begen moving toward the village at XT 4044 to conduct a cordon

" and search at firat light.

1410 (4 May). 1st Division elements continued active operations in
Operation BIRMINGHAM with 1/2 Inf searching a villags at XT 4044. Four
VC were killed and four SA captured when the VC tried to flee the
village in the early morning. 24 Battalion, 2d Infantry moved to search

- Objective 32 (XT 3539) at 0655 hours. During the day four VCS were

detained and seversl tons of rice and other supplies destroyed.

18t Bripade alements remained in their base camp perimeters until
1830 hours vhan 2/16 Inf moved to XT 343480 to position itself for the
next day's operations,

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry secured engineer work parties along the
Route 22 bypass and attached Troop 4 to 1st Brigade. Troop C escorted
3@ Battalion, 319th Artillery from XT 170740 to TAY NINH efter extrac-
tion of 25th ARVN Division elements from AO's NASH and OLDSOBIL.S,

1at Aviation Battalion participated in the emergency extraction of
a CIDG comjeny which was trapped by an estimated two VC companies
vicinity ZT 570760. Seven UH-1D's and two €ire teams we.sa dispatched
and effected the pick-up by 1630 hours, \
D#11 (5 May). 18t Brigade conducted three separate battalion
operations, with 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry searching the area
around the brigade base, 2d Battalion, 16th Infentry attacking a
suspect VC assembly area, and 2d Battalion, 18th Infaniry concucting
an airmobile assault into an LZ at XT 432451. (nly light contact was
nmade on the operations. 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry's attack was pre-
cedod by a CS preparation of the woods vicinity XT 375478 followed by
TAC alr and artillery fires. No contact was made tut some munitions and
rice were disoovered.

34 Brigade continued oparations in A0 FIAT with no significant
contact. 24 Battalion, 28th Infentry conducted an eirmcbile assault
south of the ORIENTAL River into the TIEN THUAN Forest and attacked
to the south toward RF/PF hlooking forces., PFifteen tonQ of rice were
destroysd but no major VC contact was made. : \

D+12 (6 May). Light VC contact continued in AO's IN end FIAT.
beadquarters turned OPCON of 2/16 Inf, 2/13 Inf, 1/28 Inf, :
/5 Arty over to 24 Brigade at 1700 hours and moved ita equimment _;
to TAY NIMH Airfield. 2d Battalion, 18th try oon- i
interdiction of VC commnication and liaison routes ih the BRM :
Plantation west of DAU TIENG, killing two VC (BO) and eight more

\
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(estimated) during the day. 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry was lifted
by C-123 from BEAR CAT to TAY NIH and came under division control
upon closure at 0915 bours.

34 Brignde continued esgle flights into the TIMN THUAN Woods with
2/22% 19¢ end conducted village search operations vicinity IT 328405
with 2/2 Inf. One VC was killed and several VC captured during the
day'!s operations,

1et Squadron, 4th Cavalry escorted 8/6 Arty elements from their old
aren to puoitions viednity XT 338582, and elso relocated the squadren
CF %o thot erea. All elements closed 1830 hours without incident.

D#13 (7 May). All elements except 1/2 Inf and div arty remained in
their perinsoter ereas at the plantation east of TAY NINI in preparvation
for o nzssive heliborne assault on a suspected VC headquarters at AT
2i9%. 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry(-) and
axtAlisry units displaced by air and road to Base 4 (XT 2867), with
Batiszry G, 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery, Battery A, 2d Battalion,

324 Artillery remaining at SUOI DA. ihile securing the LZ for 1/2 Inf,

Truap By 1/4 Cav engaged a small mumber of VC killing two and capturing
tw) we:pons. )

444 (8 lay). The division continued Operation BIRIINGHAN with the
comrar~ement of the attack by TF HOLLINGSWORTH (Hq 3d Bde, 2/2 Inf,
2/18 ¢, /28 Inf, 2/28 Inf, and 2/33 Arty) to the northernmost por-
tizn ¢ € Zonz 0. The initial 1ift of 2/2 Inf was delayed from 0630 to
0500 kcurs loceuse of extremely poor weather, After the 2/2 Inf and
almest taw hotterles of the 33d Artillery had landed at LZ ST. LO
(I 277572) theo weather again forced a delay and prevented further
introdu-tion cf the task force elements, Accordingly the decision was
nedo {9 extract the committed elements f{rom LZ ST. IO and cancel the
ratainde~ of the landings in LZ VERDUN (XT 236922). The extraction
startcé 1200 and was completed 1605 hours with all elements returning
to their previous positions.

2d Erigade elements at 1330 hours cormenced movement to Base 4,
vith 2/18 Inf and 2/16 Inf making landing at or near the bise to
commtor a suapacted VG tnildup to the northoast. The brigede CP and
1/5 Arty displaced to SUOT DA and joined the div arty CP. 1at Squcirom,

4th Cavalry and 1/2 Inf, already at Base 4, came under 23 Brigade con-
trol at 1430 houra.

1et Battalion, 18th Infantry, division reserve at TiY IITl, engaced
20 YC at 1125 hours vicinity XT 172474. The contact lastod until 1235
houra. Subsequently & BAR and some mmitions were found and desiroyod
in a tase canp at ths same location.

D+15 (9 tiay). Uith the abandorment of the raid on the VC inotal-
lations in the :.far north of TAY HINR Province, the division shiftod
Cpareticr: BIRIIRGHAN to the east into the DAU TIRIG - NICIRLIN Flanta~
tion ar~as. 2d Brigade remained in the SUOI JA area conducted SLD
opereticac with light contact. 34 Rrigade displaced its CP and artil
1207z to the NICHELIN Plant:}jion area vicinity XT 582500 after the ares
b2d been necured by 2/28 Inf. 1st Buttalion, 28th Infantry supmrted
by cru battery sirlifted to DAU TIERG, oonducted an airmobile ssealt
into the BERY CUI Rubber Plantation west of DAU TIRNG., 24 Battoiion,
A Infantry was subsequently 1ifted into the trigade CP ares and wok
up security positions.

CONF|PENTIAL

e




COFIBENT AL

18t Squedron, 4th Cavelry -eueined attached to 24 Drigede except for
Troop A which joined 1/23 Inf in the BZN CUI Plantation.

: D+16 (10 May). 2d Brigade displaced from the SUOI DA area to JAU
TIZNG to attack southeast along the SAIGON River with two infantry bat-
talions. 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry was released from division cone
trol at 1500 hours and moved by air to DAU TIENG where it becameo 24
Brigeds reserve. 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry with Troop A, 1st Squed-
ron, 4th Cavalry attached, was relcased from OPCON 34 Brigade 1200 hours
aud hecwmie division troops with the mission of securing convoys and
enginesye elarents in the BEN CUI area. Division artillery elunents
diapinced from SUOL DA to vicinity XT 396434 closing 1710 hours.

M. € w47

23 Brigade elements conducted village searches in the HICAFLIN
Plantation without significant contact, A total of nine VCC wera
takem 7 1/28 Inf in the village at XT 464450. 1st Squadron, 4t': Cave-
liyl..) after cscorting div arty to its new location, was attache: to
Xt Melgnie and ostablished security positions around the trigade {P and
artiliery.

S £ 20 e YR

. b#17 (11 May). Operation BIRMINGHAM continued with 24 Brigade

1 attacking southeast along the esst banks of the SAIGON River from

% 1 DT TIFHG snd 3d Brigade continued operations in the ifICHELIN Planta-

: © tian. 21 Brignde detained 14 VCS and destroyed four tons of rice but

* m2ds no conkact with armed VC forces. 3d Brigade searched saveral

; . villu;. in tha plantation area using all three infantry battalions
{1/2, 2/2, 2/28) and the 18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry. The squucron
retiuned to division control at 1800 hours.

| 1st Battalion, 20th Infentry remained under division control and
f conducted extensive patinlling in the BEN CUI area vhile securing the
passagn of div arty and (LIC 1at Infantry Division elements. Division
artiilory moved s/z Arty(-) to join 3d Brigade, while HIB and the two

- attachod &" batteries displaced to the west banks of the SAIGON River
: outside DAU TIZNG, The division TAC CP moved by road from TAY LI to
DAU TIENY elesing 1315 houra,

| ) D18 (12 iley), 24 Brigade continued to search south alcng the

! SAIGOW River with 2/16 Inf sealing and searching a village at XT 5338,
and 2/18 Inf conducting small unit patrola from company bases. 24 Rat-
talion, 16th Infantry discovered 75 tons of rice and VC uniforms in the
village, but IPV personnel were not able to identify anyone in the
village as V3, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry discovered an arss cache
contalnirg (7 weapcns and explosives.

31 Brlpado moved fron the MICHELIN area to comnence SED operaticas
east town~d Route 13. 1st Battalion, 28th Infantiy was placed undor
OPCLH 24 Jrigade 0700 hours and conducted an airmobile assault into en
‘ L2 a% KT 6h2533, Company A commenced to search north along a stroanmline
H wvillo Companies B and C searched to the west. 1510 hours Coanany B made

cuatant vith five VC at AT 619574 killing one and capturing one. 1at
Battelion. 24 Infantry, 24 Battalion, 24 Infentry, snd 2d Battnlion,
23th .. “antiy bogan sweeping east from the MICHELIN with 1st Battalion,
Al Jai atiy and 24 Battalio,, 28th Infantry making airmobilo assaulte -
iato XT 619474 IT 632454 respectively. While on the LZ, 2/23 Inf,
throncl an error in smoke signals, was hit Ly a CBU strike inteaded for
& VC force soyth of the L3, The three bettalions searchel to the east
during the / vith nsgative ocontact.

w9(13'&y). Both trigades continued south and east through the
mmummm::m'gmmmmm
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1/28 Inf at 0915 hours when it closod by helilift into tho nev brigade
CP srea at XT 534381. 1st Batialion, 13th Infantry relisved 21 Bat-
talion, 18th Infantry in place at XT 552403, whereupon 24 Battaiion,
13th Infantry wes lifted back to DAU TIEIG for return to BEAR CAT by
CV-2, After the landing of 1/18 Inf, 2/16 Inf bogan searching south
encountering sporadic Sh fire. 24 Brigade CP and 1/5 irty(-) moved by
CH-47 4> tho LZ securad by 1/28 Inf closing 1740 hours.

3d Prigede continued to push east with threo battalions encougtering
rumorcus mines and booby traps. At 1231 hours 2/28 Inf found a regi-ene-
tal size baso camp at XT 659464 but no supplies were discoverad, During
tan night Company A observed an estimated VC company at XT 660402.
d>tillery was called with unkmown results. .

18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry provided convoy escort for div arty convoys
to TA{ TINW ond return. Troop B and the aero rifle platocn of Troop D
condiclod & cearch of the village at XT 520516 detaining four VC©,

2420 (14 iay). Operation BIRMINGHAM continued with 24 Brigale
locaiisng several supply caches near the CP and 3d Brigade thoroughly
expioni.g tha regimental base camp located 13 ifay. After sealing and
sesrching villages at XT-585337 and XT 605341, 2/16 Inf and 1/1S Inf
pvcaoted %o seerch the adjacent river banks, while 1/28 Inf searcaed
cu’ frem the CP, Sixty-one tons of rice, 15 tons of salt, and othar
supplizs were destroyed.

21 3atialion, 28th Infentry investigated the regimental ea.p
provicualy discovered and found it to be a series of camps ovzr 1520
moters iong conteining medical installations, mmitions foiiurles, and
clothing caches. The entire ccmplex had been recently atzndered.
During the day the 3d Brigade C? and 2/33 Arty(-) displaced by GI-4T to
vicinity BAU BANG (XT 787406) closing 1800 hours.

An nir strike on & suspected VC storage area at AT 446532 uncovered
a storann araa estimeted to contain 200 tons of rice. Approxinately 20
tens ti~T destroyed by the day's strikes and the area was marked for
furthe: destzuction by air and artillery.

18t Seurdron, 4th Cavalry conducted convoy and route security for
div arvy wal ist Snginser Battalion elements. Troop C conducted a
search vicinity XT 581540 viere a VC headquarters was reported hy
special intalligenco sources. 4 emall bunker complex vas destroyed tut
ro signa of ary VC vere found.

71 (15 lay). 23 Srigace terminated participation in Opers’icu
BIRIIGIAL with tho helicopter shuttle of 2/16 Inf end 1/13 Int' w MU
1C1 Tor road movement back to BIAR CAT, 1st Battalion, Sth Artilie~y{-)
vea mooel Uy CGH-47 to PIJ LOI, Aftor the extraction of all other clesents,
1/:8 1l moved bty Ul-1 ond Cid-47 to its hooe bose at PHUOC VIRE, clearing
the n;srational area at 1705 hours.

33 2rigade continuod sweeping to the east wntil PL WIKSTOM (IT 6325 -
IT 77%4) waa reached vithout significant contact. 1st Squadron, 4th
Savalry ezcorted artillery elementa from the fcrmer 3d Brigade CP and
fros DAU TIZHG to an intorwadiate position wicinily XY 371424, The
squsdrcn (Joas Troop A) then ocontinued to TAY HIEH to prepars for the
o> of the logistical tass beck to DI AN, ‘

D+2 (16 May). Operstion BIRHINGHAN terminated active operations

16 iky vith the roed movenent of the logistical, artillery, and commend
MMWWMWMWBX“,PWW,MM.N
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LAY KIIE, 1ct Battalica, 24 Ini‘antry was detached from 3d Prigade and
returned to PHUOC VIIT] by CV-2 from LAI KIE. The wehicle clements of -
the division departed TAY NI 0700 hours, and the last vehicle closed
at 1955 hours into 1ts homé station or overnight base.

3d Brigade closed onto lipghvay 13 aad tuok up positions along the
route 1o permit passago of an ARVN resupply convoy north to BAU LONG.
Sevsral minss and booby traps were encountered during the day. 1at Bat-
tulior, 16th ..nfan (~) moved from LAI KHE to assume 2/23 Inf portion
ol {he routs, and 2/28 Inf closed back into LAI KHE at 1604 terminating
3d.Fcigade's participation in Operation BIRMINGHA,

423 (17 iay). Redeployment from Operation BIRMINGHAM wns completed

as ‘L3 tunks of 18t Squadren, 4th Cavalry left TAN SON RHUT at 0200
hcurs to return through SAIGON to their base at PHU LOI. The vehicles
c¢tened 1205 hewrs without incident.

T trains ol the 1st Brigade moved by convoy from the holding aroa
&% DU AR to PIRIOC VINH devarting DI AN at 1300 hours and closing into
YHUQS VINH 1300 hours, officially terminating the operation.

. 8, SUEPCRTING FORCES: a. Artillery:

{1) Sise of Force

'3 18t Inf Div Art , Col lerlin W Camp
1s, Bn, 5th Arty(~) w/B Btry Lt Col David C Rogers
24 kv, 13th Arty Atch - Lt Col Gereld T Rohinson
LS, 15t Bde (24 Apr - 7 lay)
DS, 23 Bde ( 7my-16.'&§
21 Bn, 33d Arty(-) w/B Dtry Lt Col Frank R Tins
131-. ™, 7th Arty Atch

, 3d Bde : :
8th Bn, 6th Arty(-) GS Lt Col John R iicCiffert
34 P, 319th Arty( ) Lt Col Williax jlordin

Do, 25th ARVY! Div (27 Apr - 11 May)
mv'y, 2 Bn, 32d Arty (175mm) Capt ilaurice L Savoy
eS (6 ilay - 16 May)

A Birv, 6th Bn, 27th Arty (8") Capt James Dudley
,,tch 0/6 Arty (6 oy ~ 16 lay)
G Btry, 23 Ba, 323 Arty (8") Capt James H Chapman

itch 8/6 (6 Hay ~ 16 lay)

(2) Doy ond When Ewployed: Command and Control Group of Divizion
Lrtilievy, end firing elements from the 8th Dattalion, 6th Artiliacy
departed PHU 10T on 23 April under escort of 1st Squadron, 4th Cuavalry
enrnuto to CU GHI. The purpose of these elements was to support a iaot
Brigwis oirmobile operation on D-Day. These elements moved to vicinity
XP 12865 cu D-Day and established the div arty foruvard bass. Dattery
D, 1t Battalion, 7th Artillery wap lifted by C-123 from BIiR CAT to0 a
stoging area at DAU TISNG, Other participating artillery wnits wore
introduced into their respective AOs on 24 April by UH-1D, GH-47, C-130,
and CV.2 ulrcraft as followat

UNIT RO Io
"i/2/13 Arty (Atoh 1/5 Arty) PHU 10X XT 028644 (A0 TTITK)
n/1 PHUOC VINE XT 025645 (10 F'ICK)
/175 PHUOC VINH XT 027642 (A0 TUICR)
ﬁw(tm 2/33 krty) DAD TIZG T 033577 (40 YORD
/2/33 Arty LAT KHB IT 110600 (A0 IORD
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#A[2/33 hrty LAIEHE ~ Log Base

* Thased at intermediate AOs at TAY NTNH 3 Adrfield. _
# (Oririnally scheduled for AO FORD but remaired at Iog Base and
Fapporssd C Troop 1/4 Cav and CIVG companies.

Land tails of participating units moved in convoys from PHU LOI and
N3 AN, viern thoy hnd assembled on 23 April, to div erty forvard base
and iog base vicinity of TAY NINH.

Oparntion BIRMINGHAN was adequately and continuously surporied by
&riillary fire. On D-Day, 8th Bn, 6th Arty fired a proparation and
suppruesive 2ire on the LZ at XT 0264 in support of the airmobils assamlt
by st Brignde elemente. The Commanding Officer and S-3, 3d Dn, 319th
bty cigitod ddv arty on 25 April to discuss the mission and coacept of
deopioyaaey of the battalion whem it would be introduced inte the npore-
tice v the ncar future., Haavy H&I fires were planned and crecuted 1
toth LS and GS artillery along the RACH CAI BAC River (XT 9671 - 9761
to rut cff oneryy withdrawal routes. HEI fires were augmented Uy
imnedirte artillery response to targets of opportunity gemerated b7

SLAR eyl "Lightning Bug" intelligence., local intelligence wa2 éxploited

4n intansify daylight HSI missions. Onm 26 April, 1st Ba, Sth doty,
fired « preparation to suprort an assault by 24 Bn, 16th Inf norti and
weat alcng the RACH CAI BAC River. - Aftervards the battalion fired

200 rowds prier to darimess and 300 rounds throughtout the night on VO -
encaps routes along the river. '

Artillery vao repositioned with the movement of the 1st and 3d
Brigadne inte AOs ![ERCURY and LINCOLU, Preparations and suppresaive
fires wero eonducted by 8th Dn, 6th Arty, 1st Bn, 5th Arty, and 24 Dn,
33 Argyr. Aftar tho initial assault, the 1st Ba, 5th Arty wea heli-
lifted to vicinity 1st Brigade CP (XT 031718). The 2d &n, 33d Acty
mved Ly Cl-47 with the 3d Brigade CP to vicinity LT 025735.

Stmudficant contact was made with an estimated VC B at the village
of 1) 45 on 30 dpril. The 1st Bn, 5th Arty, reinforced by 22 Ba, 331
Arty uatiratcd the area on both sides of the CAMBODIAM Border.

By 3 lay, direct supjort artillery units had been helilifted to
the brigade assemhily areas southeast of TAY NIMI City. 411 1st Division
clements wore crionted in AOs FIAT and AUSTIN t» ocoatinue hattalion sire
operations o the osst. Concurrently planning was coaduetol for the
raid Yo bo oonductod on the COSVN Headquarters in the north, Div sty
vas 0 jiay a predominate role in the execution, inaluding the iatreduc-
tien of 8¢ howitgersc and 175m guns. Support of operations in AOs FIAT
aré \JTIN continued with preperaticns of L2's, ILI fires, and missions
fired on targets of opportunity.

Div arty alements received an alert on 6 liay to move to Artr Pase &
in suppe=i of operations to ba conducted north and northesst of TAY NII
City. 2tury C, Sth Bn, 6th Arty diaplaced to vicinity of SMI DA to avp-
port the novenent of Div Ariy to Base 4 on the next day. Buy 4, X I,
324 Arty oocnpded a positiod near SUQI DA (XT 3460) and
A
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because of detsriorating weather conditions, the holiborne assault was
aborted. In lieu of this oyeration, TF iiILLOY wss supported vhile con-
dueting search and destroy operations around Bage 4. FPlamning and pre-
paration began in support of the operations to continue east in the BEN
CUI - i[ICHELIN Rubber Plantation area and south to the IRON TRIANGLE.
Artillery units too heavy for 1ift by helicopters were extracted fiom
Base /4 following a major engineer effort on the rain damaged roads,

On 11 iay, division artillery repositionod to continue support of
Operation BIRUIKGHAM east and mouth. The 3d Bn, 319th Arty terminated
their participation and were extracted frcm the operation. Ry attach-
ing the 155m battories to 1st Bn, 5th Arty, and 24 Ba, 334 Arty, a more
favorable balauce of artillery power was achieved. :

The 2d Bn, 33d Arty was airlifted to 3AU BANG on 14 &y, vhile
planning continued for repositioning of artillery wnits to ouppert
corvoys returning to home station on 16 lsy. With termination of
21 Brigade participation on 15 iy, 1st Bn, 5th Arty was helilifted to
FiUOC VINH, While the 24 Bn, 33d Arty remained in position vicinity
ol BAU BANG to support 3d Brigade, div arty elements moved by convoy to
home stations. After supporting an ARVN resupply convoy ca 17 May,

& Bn, 32d Arty, roturmed to LAI KHE.

Artillery support was contimwous throughout the operation. irtillery
units fired preparations, suppression, harassing and interdiction,
countor-mortar and enti-personnel, equirment, and installation missions.
In addition, misaiona were fired in support of rasupply convoys and
engineer work parties, A4 recapituletion of missions fired is at Annex H,

Comnanding Officer. 8th Br, 6th Arty was responsible for organization
of the div arty bass and coordination of security with 1st Sqdn, 4th Cav,

Artillery liaison officers and forvard obscrvers were provided as
follows:

1/5 irty 18t Bde (subsequently to 23 Bde)
2/33 Arty 33 Bde
234 Arty Gp 1/4 Cav (3 FOs and one LNO)

Boundaries beiween A0s vere established on fire coordination lines.
Initial AOs were free fire areas, but operations in southern A0s
required clearance from ARV in most cases. listeorological Data was
troadcast caily at 0200, 0300, 1400, and 2000 hours from div arty Lase,
by phorie on roquest. Preperations on LZs were planned and executed by
direct support baitalions and reinforced on-call by general sunport
artillery. Units conducted registrations or fired check rounds in
vicinity of LZs prior to firing preparations.

b. hgino‘r:
(1) Sise of Foroce: .
Hq 18t Eagr Ba(-) Lt Col Howard L Sargent
A Compexy, 18t Zogr (-) c‘cq;: g\arlu hateuo: (mg6
D Company, 1st Encr Ba{~) Capt Jos N Canncn d
Bridge element, B Co

Heavy equijment element, Hq Co
mwmm,n;&
Platoon, G Company
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(2) How end When Biloyed: The first uajor task given to the
engineer battalion vas obstacle cleering for the convoys moving to
TAY NINH. A road clearing engineer task force moved to CU CHI on
23 April. On 24 April, six mine detector teams with security were ,
alrlifted to six eritical bridges on Noutes 1 and 22, Simultancously,
s spearhead element of cavalry and engineers, equipped to replace ‘
blown brid;es moved ahead of the main elements. Ingineer operations
within the AO vere devoted initially to improvement of roads and instele
laticns of water points at the loz base near TAY {II. The road batwaen
TAY FTNA and SUOY DA was repaired vhich imcluded the construction of a
tinher bridge at XT 273513, The finished bridge was a Class 30 with a
brpnas to the east for heavier equipment such as tanks. ingineer tasks
turcughout the operation were involved with filling ruts, snd rauoving
beris, the VC had emplaced and widening narrow stretches to acconmodate
heavy vahicles, ifany culverts were installed.

On 6 iley the engineer battelion was given the mission to conatruct
end »spair the road from XT 335577 to XT 282678 for the passage of Alv
erty supporting maneuvering infantry units in the north. Work on the
roed bepan with the £illing of ruts caused by ths early morning rain and
the paupage of tanks and APG's. Laterite of a good quality was not
available so dry f£ill taken from two pits opened by the engineers uss
used. Culverts had to be inatalled along many roads to keep the staunding
watar fron deteriorating the sides of the road. lMuch vulldoser and dump
;truck tenling was neceasary for the extraction of the artillery from

290 e : ‘

The next major task of the engineer included the tuilding of bridges,
filling cuts, and reinforcing existing tridges for the passage of artile
lery and supply vehicles to the MICHELIN Plantation area. During the
2, days of the operation four bridges were repaired or replaced, approx-
imately 100 kilometers of road were repaired, numerous culverts and by=

q:;gezs vere installed, and water was supplied utilizing the folloving
equipment:

3 graders

3 o0 loaders

2 owlldogers

2 tank dozers

3 erdlators

1 8toe9l wheel roller
1 wobbly vheel roller
13 dump trucks

1 wrecker

6 1 ton truckn

5 3/4 ton trucks

6 ton trucks

2 POL trucks

11 bridge trucks

6. Sigmal:
(1) Sise of Fores:

Hq 1218t Sig Bn Lt Col R.R. Curington
Capt J.J. Barros

ACo
B Co Capt R.C. Baugh
C Co 1st Lt B.J. Lugyk
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(2) How and lhea Emsloyed: The battalion wrovided ViF, iIF, aud
FH radio, and secure on-line teletyre service to Division Advance T0C,
1st, 2d, and 3d Brigade Forward CPa, and Division Artillery Forvard.
Company C was ‘asked with the misgion of yroviding the communieation
forvard vhile commnications were terminated at DI AN by A Coupany and
at PlU 101 by B Company. A reinforced platoon from C Company depioyed
and provided the following:

(2) Termination five VIIF systems (60 channels) providing tele-
L rhene hot 1line and common user cirmuits to higher, lower, end rear
b echelons, requiring four ANARC-69's.

3 (v) Commmications center service to all eleaents at TAY NINH, e
utilizing en Al/i1SC-29 with four secure, half duplex, teletype pooitions,

{c) local end trunk switching service for all elements in TAY rmm, o
roquiring one AN/MTC-7 switchboard and 90 telephones. e 1

(d) Secure radlo teletype commmnication forwvard and rear for
dogistinal traffic and back up commmication center teletype. - Cns
AN/URGC-25 and one AN/GRC-46 were utilized.

(2) i relay for two Brigade Command Nots and CG Command Nst.
Taree m/mzsm were installed in a 3/4 ton shelter and airlifted to
NUI BA DER. On 21 April the triple It! retransmission set was air-
‘1ifted %o KUI BA DEN. By 1630 hours on 24 April, VHF contact wad
established with Div Arty Forward, DI AN, and FIIU LOI.

The 3d Forwvard Signal Flatoon moved with the 3d Brigade "‘rains to
AY UINH, Howover, while @isplacing the AN/:RC-69, it was dropped by a
Cll-47 ard totally cemolished. Circults were provided to 33 Brigmdle over
tho 18} Brigade system When the 3d Brigede moved on 23 April, "Rl come
z:nmicaticns was useG for the remainder of the operation. '

The 18t Forward Signal Platoon moved to the AD with 1st Drigade
Trains on 24 April. +hile displacing on 27 April, the AN/ TC-69 vas
dropped darding the airlift and Fii radios vere used for courmnications
for tue remsinder of the operation.

On 11 ilay a cysten to Danger TAC at DAU TIR!G was activated and
supported by tho Forward CP Platoon at TAY NINH, This system wes
operational through 15 liay.

Requirements for commmication support for the T0C/log Beso at
TAY NINH were much, creater than enticipated. Rspresentative figurce
reflect thia as foilows:

(a) Installed wire - WD-1, 40 miles
Spiral-4, 10 niles

(b) Installed telephones - 92
Circuits installed:
(a) Hot line - 23
(b) Comxon user - 19
(¢) Teletype - 6 v
» &mnnﬁuicwtmwmmm‘wum BINGOIcHAC:, ‘ 3
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d. U.S, Ad» Force Close Air Support:

(1) Size of Force. During Operation BIRMINGHA, e total of 1,046
TAC close air support air sorties were flown in support of 1st Infaniry

- Division elements as follows:

TOTAL® L2 ATR SEY

DATZ  SOPTIES PRE-GTRIKE COVER INTERDICTION SPOT LICDIATE

utr Mo B W o=@ 2 (o)

25 hor 44 B 42 2 (Tteraiet)

2% v 60 s 3 3 (cas) .

o 18 (Interdict)

21 dpr I 10 JT. T 19 (c29)

284 57 - 55 7 (cad)

294 €9 % 3 6 {cas)

. B "2 (Interdict)
0 6 s 3 6 (o)

tug 60 » 21 (0a8)

2lay 50 2 2 6 (C4s)

JHey 30 ' - 2 6 2 (VG in open)

Lliley 20 | 10 2 8 (c)

Stay 45 9 | 2 2 5 (cas)

6isy 37 I » C 3 32 | 2 (intercict)

7iy 40 "o . 5(cas)

Slay 45 9 3 3 2 (Cover)

9lay 42 | 25 17 (cas)

101lny 23 .23

11 lay 42 ) 3 3% 2 (VC in open)

12y 31 4 25 2 (L2)

Visy 40 36 4 {Cover)

ey 35 ' 35

15ksy 40 36

¥y _21.

e :
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. (a) FKeutralization of enemy forces in contact.

(b) Destruction of reported enemy formations and occupied base
areas, ;

(o) Interdiction of ememy routes of reinforcement and withdrawal.
(3) Destruction of known bases and storags areas.

(3) Control ieasures: All but the SKY SPOT (Rader bombing) flights
‘wore FAC controlled. Target clearance was controlled through several
means, Brigade A0 boundaries were utilized as FCL's during the oneras .
tiou and all strikes in the A0s were cleared by respective brigade
ground elements prior to execution. Areas outside brigade .0s btut
vithin the division A0 were cleared by G3 Air,

{4) Corrmnication:

(a) Preplanned requests were initially submitted by brigades to -
G3 Air (Fud) on VHF sole users circuits. These were then passed to
1I FPCROEV, with G3 Air (Rear) monitoring. The VHF capability to the
brigades wes lost midusy through the operation and preplanc were rassed
by either USAF HF radio or Liaison Officer. Although the method was

not es satisfactory as the orignal method, requests were generally sub=
nitte_d in a tinely manner. . v o

(b) Immediate requests were submitted in the standard manner by
the FAC nassing the request by VIIF to either G3 Air (Fwd) or Reer, who
would then pass 1t to DASC via VIF sole user. No irmadiate requests
vere submitted directly to the DASC by units on HF., It is doubtful if

the attanpt would have been successful due to interference and antenna
P * limitations.

| (5) Iffectiveness:

(a) Close air support missions in support of units in contact or
destruction of targets located by units were highly effective. During
tha extraction of a Long Range Patrol in contact with a sizeable VG
force, 150 VG were killed by air, Success of the extraction is attrie
butable to the use of tactical air.

(b) Interdiction missions were attempted by tho diviaion for the
. first tine on a large scale. Some of the results were not ulwlly satis-

factory and the interdiction program was inhibited by the follouing
factors:

, , 1. Lack of experience in conducting an interdiction program ’
; at all levels.

2+ Lack of sufficient 01 aircraft. Consequently FACs wers ahle
to operate only in the vicinity of brigade i0s. Interdiction targeta
over ten miles away from the A0 ocould be hit only on a limitod basis.

3. Lack of ordnance, especially mediun and larpe general purpose
bombe. 4As a result, a small mmber of avajlable portles hit fever tar-
gots than wvas desired.

lack of definite targeting data in tho initial phoses of the
operation. lbst information was not current and its souroe could not be
evaluatad. As the operation progressed, intalligence Liproved and more
lmﬁutuatomwmmmhtwom, e
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(6) Results: A !
Buildings destroyed 73
Bunkers destroyed 33
Sompans destroyed 2
Cun emplacenent destroyed 5
Rice destroyed (tons) 100 (est)
POL druna destroyed 50 _
Bridges destroyed 3 -
Ve KB4 (BC) 9 :
YC KBA (eat) 255
. Secondary exploaion 12
v ‘4
(7) Ordnance expended: ?
: HE 333.5 Tons
Haralm 439.7 Tons
Fragnentation 34.8 Tons
CBU 203 Cannisters
P _ 16.9 Tons
Zuni Roc.kets 48

o. USAF Tactical Afirliftés-

= (1) Deployment. Initial plans called for five infantry battalions,
i . five artillery batteries, and two brigade headquarters to make e combat
'? assault 1anding at TAY RINH 3 Adrfield (4600 foot laterite strip) on
D-Dgy. To accomplish this, 13 C-130 aircraft would have to complete 75
sorties. One infantry battalion would initially secure the strip and
the remainder of the units would be landing utilizing a 10 minute inter-
val corridor operation.

During a planning conference, iiCV-J4 personnel stated that the strip
would be uncble to support 75 sorties in one day, but would probahly sup-
port a maxirum of 60. Plans were adjusted vhereby one battalion of infan
try and one artillery battery wers pre-nositioned at DAU TI.3C on D=1 by
‘ ‘ C—1~3 and a second infantry battalion vas lifted into the amall dirt

i strin at .‘}.‘OI DA on D-Day by CV-2. The remaining elements were to be

f lifted in annromately 67 sorties to TAY NINH 3. All combat elemenis
would be mwoved by 7 C-130 in 57 asorties on D-Day. The remainder weuld
be moved on D+,

On D-Day, 2d Ba, 16th Inf, landed at 0625, utilizing a fornation
assault landing, closing in 20 nminutes, During the day 2200 hassengers
and 400.5 tons of equijment wore air landed by C-130. TFifty-eight
sorties wers flowm and at no tiue was the area congested. By utilising
high denoiiy loading techmiques, the 50 corties on D-Day lifted all but
five Joads vhich vere deliversd on D+1. It uas readily apparant that
the strip could have supported more than 60 sorties on D-Day.

(2) Resupply. Initially, sll resupply vas to be by air with the
majority of Class I, III, and V carried by USAF fixed wving aireraft. It
was the roasponsibility of ist Logistical Cormand to program this resupply
to their forvard elements at TAY NNH. A total of 6,460 tons vere deliv-

: ered, primarily by C-130 airaraft, wvith & daily aversge of 306.4 tons.
| Sone resupply missions continued all night. Some difficulty was exper-
‘ ) mwwmuunmngmnmuchwntwwwmm
S dights and flare pots.
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(3) Ixtraction. The initial plan called for extraction of the
majority of the units by fixed wing aircraft from TAY NINH. Due to
the change the area of operation, many units were in close proximity

" . to their base camps at the termination. Consequently, the USAF partic-

ipation in the extraction was limited to movement of equipment and mat-
orial that could not be moved by road convoy from TAY NIVH, such as fork-
1ifts and salvage vehicles, Twenty sorties were floim to complote the
extraction phase, ’ .

A total of 716 C-130 and C-123 sorties wers flowm curing Operation .
BIRIDNGHAN, carrying 7863.6 tons. The airstrip remained in excellent
conditicn throughout the operation, requiring a miniium of maintenance
effort in spite of moderate rainfall dwring the latte, stages.

f. U.S. Army Aviation:
(1) 8ize of Force:

18t Aviation Battalion

11th Aviation Battalion
116th Aviation Conmpany (UH-1)
123th Aviation Company (UH-1)
1623 Aviation -Company (UH-1)
1734 Aviation Conmpany (UH-1)
147th Aviation Conmpany (CH-47)
173tk Aviation Company (CH-47)

125th ATC (Air Traffic Control Team)

(2) How and ¥When Zmployed:
(a) 18t Aviation Battalion. The battalion provided general

' aviation support for the 1st Infantry Division, 4n Aviation Air Traffic

Control facility was provided at TAY NINH (West) and DAU TIZNG Airfields
during the operation. The battalion moved to TAY NIMI (Vest) Airfield om
24 April and established a division base airfield operation which con-
tinued until termination of Operation BIRIINGIHAIL, The battalion provided
three Ull-1D aircraft for the Division Command Group and four Oll=13 aire
craft for the Division Tac CP,

The following was accomplished curing the peried 24 April - 16 lioy:

- CARGO PASSEG:3
HOURS FLOVN SORIILS MOV v

U1 - 1,141; OH-13 ~ 400; 4,311 7.7 Tons 4,311
0v-1 - 121 '

(b) 11th Aviation Battalion. The battalion was placed in direct
surpord of the division. Initial nplanning indicatod that support ocould
beat be rendored from a forwvard location within the area of operations.
The Headquarters Detachnent(-), two airmobile companios, and one redium
helicopter coupany(~) displaced to TAY NIMI 1 Airfield. Battalion
liaison offZcers were attached to cach of the partioipating brirados and
surnort comand., One air nmobile ooxpany was dlacsd in direct support of
each brigade for resupnly nissions and the mediun heliocopter conpany was
placed in general support for logistic resupply of the division, A1
requirenents for serial resupply of the brigsades vere chammeled through
the irigade liaison offiocwrs direct to the battalion for execution.

The battalion, with four airmobile compenies, provided 30 UH-1D's
and 12 Gi-47's to airlift clenmnts of the division from LAI IHE and the
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- gguﬁllwing uas accorplished during the course of Operation
liéth  128th 1624 1734 147¢h 1734R°  DOTAL
Sorties 5,876 227 5,147 1,141 226 2,071 14,638
Passengers 9,397 461 8,719 3,9¢7 639 6,133 29,496
Cargo (Ton)  463.1 16,1  376.4 23.9 305.1 2,795.2 3,93%.0
Hours 1,07 635.2 1,613.0 507.2 168.5  69T.2 5,343
g¢. Chemical Operations Sumuary: During Operation BIRI[INGIA, an
unprocedonted amount of riot control agent was expended for 1st Infantry

Divisicn operations. A total of ten E-153 Air Droppable CS Clustors and
tiree hundred barrals of CS-1 (24,000 1bs) were delivered fron iArmy air-

“eraf't against known and suspected VO troop concentrations. In each case,

CS use was followed up by air strikes, artillery preparations, and/or
infsntry attacks within ter minutes after completion of the drop. In all
CS attacks but {wo, targets were located so deep in the jungle that fol-
low-up by ground attack was not possible at the time. In two attacks,

vith B~158 clustors, the targets were enemy troops who were directing five
against helicopters. In both instances, the fire was suppressed after the
clusters functioned on the target. In two CS attacks followed up by.
ground forces, no VC were found in the target area. :

9. RESULTS: a. Friendly losses:

LI 56
UIA 324
JIA 1

Iquirment lost: lone
Equirtent destroyed: 1 « 0.1
2 -i=113 &rC's
1 « 5-ton truck
1 - AlI/ARC-69
1 = 1i-ton trailer
2 = 10 kv gencrators
1 - <-ton truck
fquient danaged: 15 - UH-1D'g -
6 - QiT's
7 - 1113 APC's
1 « I=40A3 tank
2 = 5-%om tridge trucks
2 - 5-ton trucks

1 - AARC-69
1 - fuel tanker
1 - front loader
1 = 2)-ton truck
b. ihoxy losses:
xnsawcum) 18
K1) (Probahle) o
vee b
vCs 162
Returnees X
Sqoipment destrayed or captured: 130 - veapons
66 ~ base ocomne
' 63 - caches

S

.
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6 - ald stations
3 = hospitals
4 = factories
6 - POL dunps
1 « Political Indoctrina-
tion Center
1 = boat repair shop
4 = niscellaneous produc-
tion facilities
2 = bicycle repair shop
106 - mines and booby traps
353 - grenades
3,839 - SA a0 ' i
2 « 250 1b bonbs
24, = noriar rounds
16 - howvitzer rounds
43 = CBU bonblets
2,103 ~ rice (tons)
323 - salt (tons)
35 - vheat (tons)
16.5-niscellaneous food-
stuffs (tons) .
1,240 = cool:ing o1l (gal)
1,332 = motor oil {(gal)
13,949 = shirts
3,603. - pmt’
175 =~ blaycles
2/, = gewing nachines
. 2,520 = Lkerosens (zal)
_ : 163 = boats and sampans
. 3 « typewritors
. 5,000 = cement (1lbs)
6 - motors
935 - sheets of tim
2 - refrigerators
1 « threshing machine
13,000 = lunmber (board feot)
1 « generator
1 = printing oress
8 - gtoves
810 - hts
1,162 ~ batteries (BA~30)
1.m -
3,000 - Fuel (gal)
16,633 - documants screencd
(pages)

-~

10. ARDUSTRATIVE LATIRJ: a. logistles:
(1) Frenaration. Preparetion for Opsration BITIIGHA! included &

detailed analysis of exrerience gained dwring pievious onerations,

Operation ABILENZ., Close goordination was effected betwveen
all elenenic of Yw 1ot Division Sompart Comand, G-4, perticiseting
3-4's, ond 1st Logistiocsl Cocrmnd. Specific aress vhich proved of most
immortance vere: :

(a) Prejositioning airareft fusls at TAY NG 1 Atrfield -wior to

(b) Zstablisiamt (Y the 1st logistioal Comsand) of a Forward
Amxmition Jopply Podat and controlling the sowvensst of all clasess of

CONRDENTIAL i

S 1




=

5. CONFDENTiAL

supply to the forward areas i‘rom BIFH HOA and TAN SON UEUT Air Bages.
In addition, 1at Logistical Comand furnished the required .ateriels

Handling Equipment (illE), and augmented the refueling equipnert of the
division. ' . .

- {c} The establishment of a central coordinating point for control
oi logistic aircraft within the Division Transportation Office.

{d) A composite maintenance facility and a composite medical

alearing station for the support of the entire force were set up at
the logistical base.

(o) Motarlistment of a scheduled rassenger and cargo f1ight daily
betwoon each hase camp and the logistical base.

Although some adjustmenta were required during the aperation, the
basic plans and preparations made prior to the operation were sound, and
resulted in tho support cormend providing outstanding logistical suppert
to all units Guring the entire operation. The extension of the tine
frona of the operation and introduction of additional forces required
tho augmcutation of cexrtain facilities. This was done quickiy and
offoctively vithout hindering the logistical support rendered.

(2) Xecutions

(a) Suprly. CONFLTIAL
1. Class I. The supply of this cormodity was accomplished with
ninimm difficu}lty. -Sufficient "i% ratlon components were furnished to
provide all. troops: w:lth at leagt one modified "A" neal daily. Oupport
troops, . and- all combat units -durdng the "rest. period", were nrovided .
podified "A" rations, three times daily. Sufficient ice was made avmla
ahle through local procurement with Imncest Funda and resupply fron

DI All base. SGundry packe were: iasued avery five daya. Volume of . ..upal
Oporationt RN bl ’ PR L ERRCEA k. -
"A"-ration. components . oovr; 107,380 rations . i
2+ "B ratlon-conponents . .ri -7 133,445 rations: :
** "C® ration. ». 12,318 rations

313,61.3 or 718.4 ahox't tona

3; ‘Olua 17 ama IV (lon ro,zdr pnrta). “Units cmiod antici-
patod (nun I1 and IV requirezents in their battalion trains. Howover,
experienoce during the operation indicated that some unita did not carry
ademate Class II and IV items -to sustain them during the oneration; ..
this wa: roticed early. in the first week vhen energency requisitions .-
were placed for basie re-supply itens uhich should have been available
in battalion trains. Dxtension of the operstion time frame increased
the mziber of denands received for Class II ond. IV itema. A1l vers
filled in a ninimm of tine,.. Typical of items requested wsre gas nacks
and coponent parts, barrier materiels, ronchos, lanterns, water osns,
nylon rope and marksr panels. Voluns of Class II end IV during the
oponuon totd.od 40 short tons.

LI

%

1 Class 111, M&mqumcmmmmruw
on speed and effiaiancy of refusling operatioms, .:Additional equipment: |

MMMwauwmw ndmm-
mmwmmmwxumuwumgm
ations: A total of 12 each 70,000 gallon collapsible.storuge tank vere
mwam mu.m.m oallon ;storegy wv.

- !‘
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POL resupply of the logistical base was accomplished almost entirely
by air, utilizing the Air Force "Flying Cow", and 500 gallon collapsible
drums. Sufficient FOL of all types was on hand during the entire opera=-
tion. Volume of operations:

MOGAS 106,720 gallons

DIZSEL ' 111,127 gallons Al
JP-4 ' 1,021,125 gallons

AVGAS 56,917 gallons

TOTAL 1,295,339 or 3,444.9 short tons

4. Class V, Personnel from the 18t logistical Command's 3d
Ordnance Battalion drew the required ammnition from the LONG BINH
Anmmnition Depot, transported it to the BIEN HOA Air Base, loaded the
items on USAF C-130 aircraft, off-loaded, and stored it at their forward
ASP at TAY NINH (Wect). They provided the persomnel and meteriel hand-
ling equipment (HE) at both aerial ports to support the operation,
ist Infantry Division wunits drew the required emrmnition from the for-
uward ASP as required. The forward ASP was automatically resupplied, based
on the daily required rate of supply established by the 1st Infantry :
Division DAO. Stocks were adjustad based on changes in the daily req\u'ed
rate of sunmy

At, tha time the daily required ‘rate of snpply for 105m and 15%am
artillery ammunition tripled, it became necessary to augment the airlift .
capebility with land ammmnition convoys. 1st log Command's goal was to o y

- ertablish o three day supply on the ground at the forward ASP by the

seventh day of the operation, Thia vas accomnlished on the sixth day.
18t Logistical Command later required the forward ASP to have three days
of supply on the ground with an additional two days on the vehicles

- generated by the second land oonvoy.

The DAO sectlion established m office at the forward ASP providing
the wnits draving ammunition with "one stop" service., Ammunition Treng-
portation Orders (DA Form 581) were vouchered, authenticated and revieved
by DAO persornel located at the ASP Oporations and Stock Control Cffice.
This alsc provided the 1st Infantry Division and support commsnd staff
with instantaneous Class V stock status information throughout the opera-
tion. Uith this information, cripical Class V items wers closely moni-
tored and adjustnents in the amounts on hand made before a shortage probe
len develuped. At no time during “the operation were wnita tactically
restricted due to lack of ammmition. .

The brigade and artillery trains, located at the Division log Base,
resupplied forwerd wnits by land, and airlift from their trains supply.
They, in turn, replénished their trains {rom the foruvard ASP, as requirasd.
By close liaison, and coordination betueen the DAO, and the bripade and
artillexy battalion S-4's, anticipated roquirements wers kuoun and provided
for in sufficient time to preclude any problem areas. The trainc wers, .~
alvays full, and the forvard upits werp alwvays supplied. The only ToSup~
ply problems, continually faced by the units, was epe of availability of
aircraft for lifting sxommition forwerd.

During the {inal phass of the operation, a large amount of ammmni-
tion was on hand at the forward ASP. m 1at Infantry Division t.ra.ins

were fi of the o
coeh of SRLLeh B Dol e i ddae #dn&lui&ou 58 Siar SpetLLLAR Wi
& us tho 2sty~n$‘muwmvmon, und m notuhq:.a:th
camansueu . m Ryac f-widhrpargregie Resds
m:hm'u bmna ,qt Prerations t:um.g:gs

short tous,
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(b) Services.

(1) Leundry. This service was provided to all units. It was
not used extensively and was ralatively slow, averaging 60 hours fron
turn-in to completion. However, it is believed that this service 1s
necessary and continued efforts will be made to improve it. Approxi-
mately 350 bundles were processed.

(2) Bath. Initially, bath service was provided by prefabricated
shover facilities. During the rest phase of the operation, the bath umit
located at DI AN Base was moved to the rest area for troop use during that
period. After the rest nphase, the wnit was moved to the logistical base,
and provided shower facilitiss for personnel at the logistical base. Water .
was furnished by a 5,000 gallon tanker, provided by the 1st logistical

(3) CGraves Registration. During the period 24 April 1966 through
15 Hay 1966, the following number of remains were processed, and evacuated
from the Forward Collection and Evacuation Section to the 1st Infantry
Division Collection Point at DI AN, Vietnam. One enemy dead was evacuated
tgéghe 5th Special Forces Detachment at TAY NINH, Vietnam, on 24 April
1966.

2, Apr 0 18t Bn, 2d Inf 22
25 Apr 11 24 Bn, 18th Inf 6
26 Apr 6 18t Bn, 8th Inf 6
28 Apr 2 . Bn, 28th Inf 5
29 Apr 13 (1 non-div) 1st Bo, 16th Inf 4

30 Apr 8 4th Cav 4
1 May 3 18t Ba, 18th Inf 3
2 May 0 24 B, 16th Inf 2
3 May 1 (non-div) 1st Ing Bn 2
4 liay 2 1st Bn, 5th Arty 1
5 Hay 2 HHC Div 1
6 May 0 8th Bn, 6th Arty 1
7 Yay 0 74th Avn 1 (non-div)
& May 3 5th Sp Force Gp 1 (non-div)
9 llay 0 Totals 64
10 liay 1

11 lay 1

12 May 7

13 Hay 0

14 lay 1 .

15 liay 1

Total: 6L

(¢) Haintesance. The maintensnce element initially took direct
exchange (DX) items, 1.e., carburetors, regulators, distribtutors, a mmall
amount of rajor assemblies (generator engines), and gaskets to suctoin a
twvo week oporation. Resupply of other supply itens was acocomnlished by

The CV-2 courier
service oould no’ be used sinos the aircraft was frequently loaded by the
time 1t reached RIEN HOA and lacked room for the loed of renair parts.

on
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{8 - Automotive
184 ~ Electronic
§ -~ Instrupent

21 - Artillery

35 - Snall Arms

30 ~ Engineer Equipment

158 -« Adrcraft and Components
484 ~ Total

Removal of unserviceable sub-assemblies (regulators, gemerators, otec),
by usirg units bindered the repair of equipment. The piece of eguirment
could not be completed until the uhit returned the items which had been
ramoved. Aireraft maintenance was accomplished on site by a contact team
vhich remained in the log base area. Minor repairs and adjustments were
made on site. lajor repairs were accomplished by the maintenance base at
PHU 10I. The organic aircraft flew a total of 38.8 hours and carried 52

zengera and 3,150 pounds of cargo.

(d) Yedical. Treatmont of casualties at field locations was
excellent. Infantry platoon aidmen displayed outstanding sbility and
ingonvity in using field expedients, Patients came to oclearing station
vith axm and leg splints made from tree limbs and ponchos. Also, litters
were improvlsed from tree limbs and ponchos. Hospitalization was fur-
nished ty 93d Evacuation Hospitel, 3d Surgical Hospital, llobile Army, and
3d Field Hospital. Two surgical teams from 3d Surgical Hospital, Mobile

" Army, consisting of six officers, and eight enlisted men, were attached

to jst Medical Battalion for Operation BIR{INGHAM, Thoy performed five
major surgical rrocedures, and assisted in medical treatment, and provided
medical guidance concerning care of numercus other patients.

Hedical equimment repair was not needed which indicates excellent first

-echolon maintenance of medicel equipment throughout the division.

DUSTOFF made epproximately 150 field pickune, evacuating 286 casuale
ties, At all times there were two standby aircraft, end thres during
the last elght days of the operation.

This division provided 4,755 pounds (200 cubic feet) of medical sup~
plies. One-hundred and thirty units of whole blocd were furnished to the
forwvard area. llathod of resupply wes exclusively by DUSTOFF, to include

thres emergsncy resupply missions and one mission flown for resupuly of

An evaluation of the medical portion of Opsration BIRCNGAAN shovs
that medical support was adequate. The following casualty figures indi-

;:to medical support furnished by forward elemants of 1at lisdioal Batta~
ons

KIA'g DOAts 54
Injured as a result of hostile action 307
Hon-battle injuriss

Dissases .

Died of wounds in clearing station
Bumber of air evacuations from forvard

area to hospitals and resr clearing
station

BLRE

(o) Transportetion. Aircraft requests for logistical resupply
vare soordinated hy the D10 throughout the oparstion, Both the D10
Yorvard and D70 Rear wers used sxtensively for this parposs. A courier

Caribou) vas mede available to all units. ERach bLase
oasp had utilisation of at least one full aircraft for a round trip to
aad from the division log base. Mis airoreft vas used extensively for
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resupply. The D70 operated an aircraft request and coordination center

for all types of aircraft. Reouirements which could not be met with aire

craft in the operational area were placed on the DTO Rear vhere addi-

tional aircraft were obtained. The courier aircraft (CV-2B) was under
the operational control of DTO Forward. The original schedule, estab-
lished prior to the operation, was found to be inadequate to the needs
of the operation, and an additional aircraft was acquired. At the sug-
gestion of AACC Rear, the schedule was completely changed, reducing the
number of aircraft to one, and eliminating the round-robin schedule in
favor of a direct round trip flight to each base camp. Uhen initiated

this new schedule vas found most satisfactory in that it provided greater

1ift capability to each base cemp while simultaneously reducing the num
ber of aircraft required. The courier flight averaged fourteen sorties
daily. Each sortie carried 5,000 pounds cargo or passenger equivalent.
The DTO supervised the operations of the Alr Tramsport Control Office
(ATCO). ATCO persomnel were provided by the 1st Aviation Battalion.

(f) Dngineer Support. One of the primary missions of the 1st
Engineer Battalion, during Operation BIRMINGHAM was to open and maintain
roads from XT 253500.%0 XT 291678 and XT 371424 to XT 483469. These roads
vere opened and passed wheel -yehicles to and from forward areas despite
adverse construction weathey, Four T-17 membranes were installed to be
W%} as hasty helicopter landing pads. Approximately 240,000 gellons
of potable water were processed. Mine clearing operations were extremely
extensive; approximately 23 minea.in various le- ations were encounterod
and either removed or deton;tod in place.

(g) Commmnioations. n:o hot line to Division Supply Torvard wes
rot installed until D42, csusing minor delaya prior to and during the
early days of the exercise. The logistics operations sre depsdent upon

. rapid, rel:lahlo corpunication with the forward arca.

" 21 Peraonnel: Strengths of engineers, artillery, and cavalry were as
ollowss

Start of Oceration ad of Overstion

18t Ingr Bn(-) 275 295
HIB Div Arty(-) 106 106
_8th Ba, 6th Arty(-) : 192 190

st Bn, 5th Ar?(-) - 489 485
2d Dn, 33d 338 336
34 Bn, 319th w(- 190 177
B Btry, 2d Bn, 13th Arty 9% "7
B Btry, 1at Bu. 7th Arty 83 68
A Btry, 6th Ba, 27k Arty 120 119
A Btry, 24 Bn, 324 Arty 102 111
C Btry, 24 B, 322 Arty 112 18
1at Sqdn, 4th Cav 68 %S

6. Aduinistrative natters for 1st, 21, and 3d DBrigades are included
ia ionexes I, J, and K.
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were agoinst suspected Viet Cong targets and one mission, after air and
artillery preparation, was followed within ten minutes by an infentry

. attack. Ground forces reported heavy residual contamination of the target’
area, vith eye h'ritation reported nine kilometers dowmdnd from the tare .
got.

by Experimentel Fuze XM595. Tests of this fuze were conducted by 8th
Bn, 6th Arty (155m) and 18t Pn, 5th Arty (105m) on 6, 9, and 10 ilay.
S:xby—seven rounds were expended. The fuze is designed to allow rounds

L to penetrate the jungle canopy, but burst prior to striking the ground.

: The rounds fitted with this fuze during the test were erratic in deton-
ating and were observed to detonate above the canopy and betwsen the can-
opy and on the ground using the same time setting after a time registra-
tion. ibost of the rounds that did not burst in the air, struck the ground
8s duds. Height of canopy was estimated to be 20 meters. Recommend addi-
tional %asts be conducted where a higher canopy exists to derive valid
conclusions as to the fuze effectiveness.

‘ ¢. Propaganda Shell. Ten rounds of 105mm shell, containing 600 leaf-
: lets each were fired over the area south of the village of 10 GO, The
b rrojectiles functioned well at all heights of burst and excellent cover-
age uas obtained within the target area. This represented the first use
. of artillery for dispensing leaflets by the division.

d. AN/IPS-25 Radar. Division Artillery utilized the Al/TPS-25 Sur-
veillance Rader in conjunciion with firing elements. The radar proved
especially effective in detecting movenent of persomnel, with at least

; 12 targets being located by radar. The equijment also provided surveile-
; lance of artillery placed on these targets.

6, T=17 Hembrares. T~17 mambranes were ussd om helipads: Thees proved '

* to be very effective for DUSIOFF pads in the medical areas and refusling
pads in the POL area.

: f. =79 Canister Round. The 1st and 234 Bns, 28th Inf tested the can~

; ister round for the 4-79 grensde launcher. The round proved marginal in
its iniflial tssts. The range is quite limited and it wes necessary to
aim extremely lov when engaging targets at a distance of 40 msters. This
round is more eXfective than the HS round in dense jungle vegetetion.

‘, 12. CORIAIIDTRS ANALYSISt Oporation BIKIIINGHAM was another highly success-

‘ - &l operation in which the division again demonstrated its ability aend
villingness to move rapidly to a distant area of operations for tbs con-
duct of exiorced jungle operations while retaining high morals and
fighting effectivenass. This operation was the first deen panstration

i ofrhrbnocai.nco*\%1andvanldhn.boandnporwdmrorwolongod

- had the ap;roaching monsoon season not intarvened.

The most aignificant aspeot of Operation BIRMINCHA! was tho large scale
destruction of vast qmnuuu of VC supplies and facilities ommerated
in paregrarh Sb. This o eration ic ceytain to have a long term adverae
muf.onvc-hmvwmm. feod and equip large mumbars of personnel
vhile Immediate results may force rostpomnmsnt or cancellation of the
predicted ¥C "ongoon Cempaign®. Notlwdthstanding, the materiel losses,
the loss of prestige and control in an area formerly oomsidered » safe

miawumtu-ammmmuvcmmnvm
unmnmmmm.

Mhly,mothrqmu on in Vietzan hao acoomplished such exten-
sive domge to YC logistics and base systema. Unquesticnably, sonme of
mmmmbmoxmmmmmwmmum
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destroyed during the three week offensive. As the operationsl ares shifted
vestward to the RACH CAI BAC River, large stores of captured material con=
firmed reports of numecous supply installations elong the CAI/SODIAN-Bore
der. The location of instellations in this area is attributed to the con-
veniont access to supply routes from CAIBODIA, the use by the VC of the
RACH CAI BAC River and its tributaries as water routes, and the fact -
that B-52 strikes have beon offset 500 -~ 1000 metars from the border to v
preclude bombs striking CANEODIAN territory. The type of VO installations
discovered revoalad that the area is used primarily for recupsration,
; . training, and as a massive supply bose. There were few food producing

1 arcas encountered, further substantiating the premise that most foodstuffs

: are transported from other locations into the area. In analyzing the _
‘ ! location of storags areas, 1t 1s now established that supplies are moved P
L rapidly, at night, from their border locations eastward int» way stations v
L , between War Zones C and D, thus effectively avoiding B-52 strike zones.

_ The operuticn did not succeed in engaging mejor VC forces although
o one battzlion of the 70th Ragiment wes severely crippled at 10 GO. The
L nvrbor of VC lxilled and captured, although not as high as some of our past
onerations, ropresents a respectable total. An encouraging feature of the
overation was the return of thirty VC to GV control, their defeotion
: credited largely to division operations in War Zone 0. The Battle of
A LO GO further proved the effectiveness of the combined arms team. Follow-
L ing heavy artillery and ai¥ preparations, two infantry battalions demon=~
strated their ability to maneuver in close terrain and successfully
. engage and destroy enemy forees. Despite this successful battle engage-
i ment, thare stlll existis a requirement for additicnel training at squed
‘ and platoon level in fire and movement, marksmenship, and quick rsaction
battle drills. To remedy this deficiency squad and platoon battle courses
have been decigned at all brigade base locations.

The division continued to improve airmodile asseult tachniques. The
problen of delivering concentrated firepowsr on LZ's uas resclved by com=-
. Dbressing the time devoied to the preparation and increasing the clese air
i "7 support sortie rate and preperatory ertillery concentrations. liore advane
' ced control measuras have becn developed to provide continuous firepower
on the poriphery of LZs subsequent to the airlanding of assault elements.

. Greator emphasis is also being placed on early liaison by susporting air-
: mobile elements down to the infantry battalion level. This latier re-
quirenent has wuaterially improved the precision of our airmobile asmaults.
During this operction a standardized system of smoke signals vas pres-

g:imm coordinated with interested agencies for use throughout
® .

In tho logistics area, the civision attemnted for the first time in
Viatnen to utilize idrect exchange of TA-50 (trorical fatigue jackets and
tronsers) clothing during a combat oneration away from base canp, Direct
sxchange of unnarked clothing rermitted mass lamndering and eliminated
the nead for individual bags, unit segregaition and controlled handling of
laundry. The direct exchange was only partially successful bocause of
linited availability of replacement clothing vkich permitted exchange of
oanly 480 setu of fatigues in sach infuntry battalion. Accordingly, a few
elonents of the infantry bettalions and all combat and combet sunnort
units did not benefit from the syaten.

13. LESSONS LEARUZD: a. Troons employed on smbush sites have a tendenay
0 fire srematurely vhen observing enamy targets. Additional indootrina-
tion is nacessary to emphasize letting the onexy move in closor with the
higher nossibility of achieving first round kills, Units must aloo cone
duot additional markzssnship treining vhile in base cazmps vith exphasis
on repid, snep fire adooting and aiming low,
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b. A guide for the lungth of time a unit should be involved on extended
search and destroy operations during the rainy season is from eight to ten,
days. Personnel cperating for longer periods in wet clothing are quits
prone to the develorment of sores, heal rashes, end respiratory ailments.
These ailments can be ninimized with emphasia on personal hygiene and
immediate treatmont, but they will not be eliminated entirely.

¢. One of the most effective methods of surrounding and sealing vil-
lages is to move elements during the hours of darkmess, comrleting the
move prior to first light, thus trapping local VC in their houmes. Varying
the times and methods of surrounding the villages enhances the chences for
success.

N\
d. Company sige units require drying boxes or rooms for radios and
optical equipment.\to vormit them to commence operations with dry radlos
and battories, thus insuring greater reliability of the equirwent.

o. There 1s a distinct need for battalion commanders to have an LOH
at their disposal. The lack of prominent terrain features coupled with
tha dense growth normally encountered in Vietnam are sufficient to dis-
orien the most exporienced land navigators. The LOH capability becomes
more impsrative during movement to contact and during pursuit to asoist

in vectoring wnits to desired intermediate objectives,

£. long range reconnalssance patrols are one of the most effective
intelligence gathering ageoncies., These patrols must be rapidly reinforced

. once engaged to further develop the situation and fix the eneny.

g. The use of T-17 membranes on heliQpads are extremely effectiva,
particulerly for DUSTOFF (helicopter medical evacuation) end refucling
pads. ilembranes can be emplaced with a minimum of time and effort.

' Sandbagging is preferable to burying the edges to permit more ranid

disrlacement to a new location.

h. DIxredient earth filled causeways and culverts are the best solution
to imrroving and upgreding roads particularly where VG have access to the
aror at right and can easily demolish bridges. Culverts, unlike bridging,
sre not retoved upon termination of operations in the area.

i. Massive CS attacks on suspected or lmown enemy locations arc feasihle
and practical. The application of CS should be approximately 30 drums
(2,400 pounds) per square kilometer of target area. This mmition is
effective for terrain contamingtion and crestes an effactive cloud that
drifts with the wind, CS strikes should be followed by air and artillery
preparation and when rossible, exploited by ground forces.

J. Troope should carry a minimum of two quarts of water on all opera-
tions and no less than oight salt tablets ;er day. With profuse sweating,
eighi trzhlets may be oconsumsd dally, each dose to be taken with wter.

k. When their unit beoomes engeged oogmanders are vory of'ten reluoctant
use all available fire support becanss of the difficulty ia identifying
ir oun fromt line positions in the jungle. Commanders muit neverthe-
continmue to osll on avallable air and artillery support to bdlock
routes of withdrawml or reinforcement and to strike probable VC
rallying or attack positions.

1. VC base campe, caches and logistical installations continue to be
discovered along roads, wvater routes and trails. Opersticas conducted

1A

in dense jungle arees lacking routes of communicction are generally
wamodusti

\, 18 . 1
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n. The direct exchaaze of ummarlied fatigue ciuthing to allow muss
laundering requires sufficient stocks of clothing to provide two sets
for all combat and combat support troops engaged in ithe operation.

_ ANNEXES:

A «= Operations Overlay _

B — Deception Plan Operations Overlay

C — PsyOps Leaflets . '
D ~ Operations Overlay Frag Order 44-66
2 ~- Operations Overlsy Frag Order 45-66
F — Cperations Overlsy Frag Order 46-66
¢ «= Opevations Overlay Frag Order 47-66
d == Recapitulation of Arty Missions Fired
1 «= Aftar Action Report <ist Bde

J == After Action Heport 24 Ble

K == After Action Report 3d Bde -
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ATTENTION VOl _
THE LONG RANGE OF OUR ARTILLERY can REACH YOU ANTWHERE, WRZTHER 1%

© ARE IN THE MOUNTAINS, THE JUNGLES OR THE PADIUES, THERE IS NO ESCAPE. ' IF YU

TRY 70 EIIE IN TMNELS- OR CAVES THEY WILL, FSCCME T0UR GRAVES WHEN WE COLLAFSE
THR¢ ON XU, IF XU MQMAIN IN THE OPEN YOU WILL EE TORN T0. PTEC3S. THERE IS
NO TEFENSE, WHY IO YOU CONTINUE 70 STRUGGUE AGAINST OUR OVERWHELNI'G TOWER?

' SAVE TOUFSELF FROM A HORRTELE TRATH; RALLY NOW 70 SUHVIVE AND SEE YOUR PAMILY
- o | 3 .
AGRIN, ‘tg
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TRINSLATION OF LELFL™T #VFO0S (also used as an ISi by the ARVY)

CADECS, SOLOIERS AND RAFTATS OF TRLINING CANTER ® B
ATTENTION FRIENIS,

TRIS IS TE VOICE OF THE ARVN AND TEE ALLIED FORCES. WS HAVE TOUR
TRLINING CENTER SURROUNDED,

WE KNOW THAT YOU WERE FORCED 70 JOIN THE BLOOD-THIRSTT VIZT-CONG XD ,_
BETRLY YOUR COUNTRY, WE SINCERELY :LL ON TOU, AT THIS OPFORTUEITY, T0 TURN
TOUR WELPONS AND SHOOT THE V.C. LEDERS IN ORDER 70 SURRENDER T0 THS OPERLTL'C

FORCES. DO NCT WAIT ANY LONGER, '

DEATH IS WAITING FOR YU SINOE THE FORCES IN OPERATION AMD GIANT .IRPL.Y™
WILL STRIKS AND DSSTROY TKIS TRAIWING CENTER, IT IS UP T0 YOU 70 CHOOST KITHT
DEATH? LIFE? IF YOU DO NOT CEOSSE NOW, YOU WILL HLVE MO SECOND CH.NGT.

LISTEN 70 OUR APPRAL T0 REIURN, YESN YOU COMR OUT, CZRRY THIS LELSLAT
LND RIFORT T0 ANY OPRRATION FORCES NEAREST 70 YOU, ¥OU WILL B8 WLRTY
WELGOMED BY ARVN AND ALLIZD PORCES :ND BE TULKWN 10 & SLF iRE. XD SZE XOUR
PAMILY AGAIN, ‘

e s i s ey TR
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(Q,V TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET VROO)

WRY DD RAVZ 10 L&AVE YOUR VILLAGES AND LIVG WITH FARDSHIPS IN LS
JUNGLES WITH NO FOOD, KO CLOTHES, NO MEDICINES WHEN YOU GET SICK? WHO EAS Dim
CEIVED, TURED YOU 10 LIVE A MISERARLE LIFE? WO NARKSS Y6U DI HOLES ON ROAIS
AND PLANT MINZS 70 KILL YOUR OWN COUTRIMEN? 5O 'OLD YOU 10 UST VIOLZNCE AND
FORCR THE PEOPLE 70 PAY TAXES? |

THEY ARR THE COMMUNIST LRADERS, UNDER THE MASK OF LIBSRATION, “HO HAVE
DECEIVED XU,

IOCK AT YOUR FORMER COMRLDES, EOW MANY OF TE®R ARE STILL WITE ICU? 'WHIRS

AR® THRY? WHAT HAPPINS T0 THEV? THEY DIED OF BOMBES AND H'LLETS, SICKNESS OR R -

TURNED T0 THE JUST CAUSE AND AR® LIVING HAPPILY WITE THRIR FAMILISS,
THE RVAP IS WILLING T0 WELCOME YOU.

ST C,.T.A. HQS.
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TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET JVFOOL

GLIRES, SOLIITHS AND MIMEWRS TH VC RINES. |
VHY LES TEF ARVN AELE 70 CONTUCT OPERLTIONS DEE? INTO YOUR EIDEOGIS? i
I5 o2 10s
 _INTORMATION PROVIDED Y OUR AGENTS PLANTED IN YOUR UNTTS.
-INFORMATION GIVEN BY THE PEOPLE TO THE GOVKRRMENT,
VE KNOW WHYEE ¥O0U. LR,
¥E XNOY WHPRE T0U WILL BE GOING,
FICING THE ATTACKS, AIR STRIKTS /ND CONSTANT ARTILLSVY FIRE GF THE ARVN
AND THE ALLIERS,WELT WILL HZPPEN 70 TOUR LIFE?
" oUINK OF YOUR QLD MOTHER, UG WIFE ND CEILDRN WEO iRE WAITING 7OR IOU
’ ST C.T.A. HGS,

58/
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X TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET #7990
; ,
3y FRONT: (Capticn) "SOMEONE IS MISSTNG AT EOME----YOUN
| BOX: (Text)
 MIMEEBS OF THE VIET CONGI
! | VETN DID WU SER TOUR FIMILY L4ST? VEY 00 TRE VC SEPTRITE YOU FROH THOSS
i TOU TOVE? 0 YOUFAVE ANY CRILIREN? IF SO, KOW CIN YOVR CYLOEN THDELY
% 1 MATURE WIYEOUT THE FATHER AND HEAD OF THE FIMILY PRESTNT? UNIER WE.T CONDITIC
)  OP POVERTY /D EUNGER IS -xm FIMILY POSSIRLY LIVING? SINOE THE vc'fmar SELX:
¥ NOTIFY TRE PAMILY OF i DELTH, DOES YOUR FMILY REAILY KNCW THAT YOU LRE LIV
 USE THE NATIONAL SAFE CONIUGT F/SS AND RULLY 0 THE JUST CWUSE. THE GVN
VILL GIVE YU A LIFE OF PLACEFUL LIVING WITH YOUR FIMILY.
|
|
| . T —
| .
- i
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TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET #/026,

——y
s e ST S RS S S

ATTNTION VO3 | o

| THE EYES OF THE 15T INEANTRY DIVISION AR mm | BMEY'RE NOT L
| DN THE VILIAGES AND JUNGLES, BUT ALSO IN THE SKY ABOVE YOU. THE RECOVSAISS G
PLANES OF THE 15T INFANTRY DIVISION CAN STRIKE STLANTLY INYTIME, INSHHERE,

ONCE THEY SPO? YOU ZZET CiMl CALL IN MASSIVE ARTILIERY POWER AND IEALLY ATRe
BTRIKES ON YOUR POSTTIONS, THEY FORCE 10U 70 LIVE LIEE ANDULS, ATHAYS HIHIIJG,
AFRAID T0 LIGHT COOKING FIRES FOR FEAR OF GIVING AWAY YOUR POSTITONS, WEY D0

YOUGONTINUESUGHAE[SERAHEHFE FOR A WRONG CAUSE? RAILYNWTO'BIEGVN
AN‘MANNI-IEOFII(NIT!ANDHMOR.
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TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET #VR007

'

FRONT: (Captign) "DO YOU WLNT TO EWLP TER VC PROLONG THE WiR I YOU™
|  merme

BiCK:  (Text)

PROPLE OF THAN DIWN, ,

THE VC HAVE DUPED THE PEOPLE 700 LONG, MAKING TE™M HJY WORTELZSS WPUHLIC .
TREASURE® COUPONS I¥ EXCHLNGE FOR "PROTECTIONM. ~PROTCTION FROM “HAT?
PROTROTION FROM 4 CHZNCE 70 EUILD 4 ETTER LIFE WHILS THE VC RXPLOIT YoU BY
TANING YOUR RICE iND ¥AKS Y00 PAY ILLOG/L TAXES? TESSE DL3S OF EXPLOLTLTION
BY THE VC LRE NUMBERED, 4RSS WEICK THE VC HAVE CONSIDERED .S ELVE'S LRE
RECEIVING UP T0 400 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY PLUS 4IR STRIKES VERT DiY. OVN
FORCES ARE NOVING FURTHER AND FURTEER INTO VG 4REAS GLVERY DiV. NQ EFFORT WILL
B%:SPARED 70 DESTROY THT VC AND THEIR KEIDING PLACES.

. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO WISH 70 HARY INNOCENT CIVILLNS, 700 OFTZN THT VO
USE THE PIOPLE AS HUMAN SRIWLIS, T0 PROTRCT YOURSELVES iND YOUR FIMILITS,
MOVE 70 A GVN CONTROLLED LREA. THE GOVERNMSNT WILL GIVE YOU L.ND AND MONTY
70 KTWLP YOU ST4RT A NEW LIFE ON PROVIIE YOU WITE KWLP UNTIL IT IS SiFZ 70 OVE
BCK 70 YOUR OW 4% | |

RELELSE 1HE YOKE OF VG OPPRESSION, COME 70 THE G VM.

!

)
{
JENS

% oONG 840 O WUOH GIUP ViET CONG KEO DAi Cudc
3 CHifiil TRANH TAN PHA QUE HUONG KHONG?
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TRANSLATION OF LEAF'LET #5027

FRONT: (GAPTION) "WHY o THE Ve HI‘VE 1‘0 ﬁEﬁO]ﬁ' 'i‘o KIINAPPING YOUTHS TO FILL
THEIR EMPTI RENKS?#

- (TEXT)

YOUR 15~ AND 16-EAR OLD SONS ARE BEING TAKE. AGAINST THETR #ill AWD USED-

AS CANNON FODDER BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GADRE. IN CAM-SON VILLAGE, HAT HAMLET

20 TOUNG YOUTHS WERE FORCED 70 LEAVE THEIR FAMILIES BECAUSE NO ONF WO BELTSTD
IN THE VC GAUSE WOULD VOLUNTEER, GOULD IT HE THT NO ONE EELTEVED? SCHE OF
THESE CAM-SON CHTLIREN TRIED 0 RETURN 70 THETR FIMILTES AND WERE SHOT TN GOLD
BLOOD BY THE VG, Hp-i"&n.nim, WHO WSS TAKEN FROM HAT HAMLET BY TSE VG, IS EC.
WELL FED, RECEIVING G0OD MEDICAL ATTANTION AND LIVING IN SAFETY WITH THE GW -
NISTRICT AUTHCRITIES IN DAU-TTENG, | |
VHY D0 YOU ALLOW YCUR SONS T0 BE TAKEN INTO SERVICE BY THE VO £S TiEY DID
IN GAM-SONZ SEND THEM T0 GVN CONTROLLYD ARGAS VHERE T GOVERMET JOES NOT
FORCE CHILIREN 70 FIGYT IN THE PLACE OF MEN, TRAIN YCUR SCHS T0 LOVE TEY PRACE
GIVEN BY THE GVN WREN ALL KIS FIGITING IS OVER, YOU HAVE SEEN THE POWER OF
BIE GVN AND ALLIED FORCES AND MUST KNOW THAT THE END FOR THE VC IS NE:R. JOIN
THE OTHER PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND [0 0T ALLOW TOUR YOUNG YOUTH TO BE TAKEN
BT THE VO, :
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TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET #mzz

TARGEY AUDIENCE: OTVILIANS

FRONT:  (ILIUSTRATION OF CHILIREN EEING HLOW UF.)
BCRs  (TEXT) . _ :

QO SUNIAY, 8 imﬁ:ssls, WO LITTIE CHILDREN WERE INJURED BY A VG MINE
NEAR AN-PHUOC-HOA VILLAGE FOUR KILGMETERS EAST OF TAY.NINH, AN APEA WHERE
CHILOREN ARE KNQW TO PLAY, THE VC MUST KNOW, AS Wi AS WE, THAT YOU CAN~
¥OT KILL DNNOCENT CHILIREN MALICTOUSLY AND HOPE TO 47N THE PEOPLE. IF THE
Y0 REALLY CARED FOR THE YEOPLE'S WELRARE, 45 TEBY S, THEY WU KOT HAVE
PLACED A MINE IN AN AREA WELIGH IS OFTEN USED BY CIVEiANS OR Th,7 WOULD

mmnonmmmmormmmnwmmrsucn;m WHAT IO
nU THINK?
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1966, SOLDIERS OF THE 33D BRIGADE, 1ST INFAJIRY DIVISICH, CAPTURED VAST RICE -

- SAFE CONDUCT PASS A:D RALLYING TO THE NEAREZST GV OFFICIAL OR T0 ANY ARVH OR

0 3 ]

TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET 4F003 - ' ' |

ATTENTION VIET CONG!
YOUR CADRE CONSTANTLY TELL YOU THAT VICTORY IS CERTALY; HOEVER, YOU
CAINOT HOPE TO CONTINUE FIGHTING IF YOU HAVE HOTHING TO EiT, O 25 APRIL

STORES NEAR PHUM BO §UONG, TAY NINH PROVINCE,  THIS POWEAFUL ALLIED FORCE VILL
COMTTHUE T0 SEARCK FOR A4HD DESTROY YOU AiD YOUR STOLEH FOOD CiCHES. YOUR . '
SLCRIFICES IN FIGHIING FOR A LOST CAUSE WILL ONLY RESULT Iil DEATH BY STARVATIO
OR, IF YOU ARE LUCKY, BY RiPID DEATH AGLLIST THE 1ST INFAHTRY DIVISIOIS | 1
MiSSIVE FIREPO4ER, WHY DIE USELESSLY? SAVE YOURSELF BY USLs THE MATIGA

ALLIED SOLDIER, THE GV GUARANTEES YOU EWMLE TREATMEHT AND COMPLETE FORCIVE-~
NESS |, ALLY dowj 0 - . )

’ A Id

CAC QUAN _NHAN HOA
*  KY DANG TIN KIEM KHO
- LUONG THUC CUA CAC
BAN. .

© CAC BAN CO_HY VONG - |
Gl, CHIEN DAU KHONG i _
CO LUONG THYC? 1
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TRANSLATION OF LEAFLET K007

FRONTs (Caption) "THE ALLIED FORCES WORK FOR THE PEOPLE'S WELFARE®

| BACK:  (Text) S
i TR 1ST INPANTRY IIVISION ASSISTS THE GVN IN MANT WAYS. IN ADDITION %
. ACTUALLY FIGITING THE VG, THE SOLUZERS OF THE 15T THPANTRY DIVISION ATD IN
| MANT GIVIC AGTION PROJECTS IN SUCH FISLIS AS SCHOOL CONSTACTION AVD MEINGKL
] HELP, ONE OF THE PROJECTS THEY ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON TN THE TAYNIVH AREA
IS FOAD DMPROVEMENT, |
BNGINKKSS OF TUE 15T INPANTRY LIVISION EAVE TMPROVED THISE ROA’S 70 BASE
TRANSPORTATION IN THE AREA AND 70 MAKE IT RASTER FOR FARMERS 10 GET THEIR
PRODICE 0 MARKET. ) RO
IN VG CONTROLLED AREAS THE POOPLE GET FAISE PRONIST AND TERROITSM WHILE
- N GN AREAS THE COVERNMANT IS CONSTANTLY HUILOING TOWARD A EETTZR LIFT FOR
. THE PROPLE, " | o
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Amnex H to Combat Operations After Action Report Operation BYRMINGHAM

E..%nﬂ 1966
25 Arril 1966
26 A~ril 1966
27 April 1966
28 April 1966
29 Aordl 1966
30 Arril 1966
1 May 1966
2 Nay 1966
3 May 1966
4 Yay 1966
5 May 1966
6 Yay 1966
7 Yay 1966

C-3..330_.23

ANPIURTTION EXPEUNDED DURTNG OPERATTON Sﬁg (c)

TOTAL TOTAL

R HeT_ A/e_ A/E__ MU _PREP OSSIOIS 1% 13%m A 75 - BEog
10 .80 A2 _ A2 1 .V 12% 50 e ITBA
0 1 3 713 2 3 k. W .m..=. 18
4.1 33 2_.13 2 A5 2316 621 - =
TS B | a6 - 383 PIL T) - S S | & -
6 a6 0 -, 3 - sks a5 5~ .= A
6 335 88 1 A - A m8s 2% = = SHO
2 258 _102 - 1 3 ) 4253 117 - - 5529
4 A% % = 2 - k@ owp M - - THE
A ks . - 2.1 521 1947 1078 = - 6
;48 - 2 = 252 212 18 = ————
R T L« 2 - U SR B 196 __1AkS 93 - - 1589
s 16 . 7.2 6 _1%) 65 _= = . MR
o029 2 = 1 m 1150360 T A6 . 363k
W e e ABA. Tk A% 320 M. X8
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8 May 1966
9 May 1966
10 May 1966
11 May 1966
12 May 1966
13 May 1966
14 May 1966
15 May 1966
16 May 1966
17 May 1966

TOTAL

liote:

/
L}

AMUNTTTON EXPRMDED DURYNG OPCRATION BYNCTOH (C)

Reg - Registratlon

Trey ~ Proparation
A/P - Anti Personnel
A/Z - Anti Zquipnent
A/I - Anti Installation

0L ~oTAL

e PRZP_ {TSSTONS 105w 156~ 94n 175 ROGMD3

19 3638 - 1 - %5 1531 420 570 - 2824
12196 49 - 1 - 3 w7162 19 12 1800
7501 2 - - - 53 VI €9 29 43 Xh2

1135 15 - 1 - 37 1066 55 403 299 1033
s 508 39 - A - 616 3232 762 516 133 4643

5 685 53 3 1 - Ul X66 1151 613 132 AMT

2 820 12 A 6 - s 361 70h 200 31 40%

s 502 22 - 1 - 6 122 733 2 103 100

- 382 6 - 1 - 39 193 603 150 - 29

=255 6 - 1 - 262 1514 - - - 1514

17 8304 9% 19 76 11 9551 51720 13725 3552 ¥/ 59997
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S " DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
’ EEADQUARTERS .
‘ 1ST BRIGALE, 1ST INFiNTRY DIVISIGH
i 7 ({' AY0 U.S, Forces 96345
AVID-SP-0 24, Yay 1966

i SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/13/32) _ : ‘

THRO: Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
4PC U,8, Forces 96345

; T0: Commander

: ‘ U.Se Military Assistance Comisand, Vietnam
; ATTN: MACV-J321

i Ar0 U.S, Forces 96345

1. In aeccordance with MACV Directive Mumber 335~8 the following report
is subnitted:

1ST_BRIGADE, 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION OPERATION
" BIRMINGIIAMY

2, During the peri~d 240700 A:ril 071413 May 1566, the 1st Brigade
conducted a search and destroy oneration with the mission of loceting and
destroying VC forces and base camps in TAY NINI Province (War Zone "C%),
WT 9775, WI 9963, XT 1364, XT 1375, XT 3055, XT 4055, XT 3046, and XT 4046
4n AO's BUICK, MERCURY and FIAT resvectively. The 1st Bde QPORD 14~66
was lasued at 220800 April 66, outlining plans for the operations.

sy

L The renorting officer is Colonel Edpar N. Glotzbach,

- b. Task Organisation and Task Force cormmanders were as follows:
1/2 Inf, Lt Col Richard L. Prillamon, Commanding
1/28 Inf, Lt Col Robert Haldane, Commanding
_ 2/16 Inf, Lt Col Richerd Hethaway, Cocmanding
? 2/18 Inf, Lt Col Herbert MoCrystal, Coumanding
2 1/5 Arty (-), Lt Col Dovid D, Rogers, Commanding
D Dattery, 2/13 Arty, Capt Dennis R, Bruslis, Comnanding
' A Troop, 1/4 Cav, Cipt Ralph Sturgls, Commmnding
1 3. INTELLIGENCE:
a. Enemy Sitmotiont Intelligence received on the area of
opsration, located cdjacent to Cambodic in War Zome “C", established it :
as a major logistical bose aren through vhich nen and moterial are in- ‘ :

fiitrated fyom Coambodin into SV, One hospital oomplex, two paodugtion
aites and mmerous supply and storage points were reported located in the
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1 q §1 st Bde area of operation, Prior to this overation the VO had unrestricted use

of the areaz, free of jintrusion by ARVN and other FWF, This provided the VC
with the idecl place for training nevly conscripted ner'sonnel, forming
new units and an op:ortunity to refit, regroup and rest his ective units.

Order of battle information received was one to three nonths
old. It indicated the G3lgRegt, K8-72 Regt, C230 Bn, C 517 Bn, one unident-
ified Regt ond severcl unidentified battalions as having been or still being
in the operational area,

Although the eneny was credited with the ability to cttack
anywhere in War Zone "C" with up to four (4) Main Force Battolions supported
by local force units and to reinforce with two (2) Main Force Regiments cnd
two (2) Main Force Battalions within three doys, it was felt that he would
only defend his major installations, resort to sabotage, harassing fires and
ambushes to inflict caswalties snd other wise avold decisive engogeuwents.

b, VC Strength, Activity and Situction Found During the operction:

(1) During the conduct of the operation it bedame evident
thet the intelligence information received cnd estimnte mede rrior to
the operation wore basically correct, Nupmnrous supply points, storage
areas, rice caches end one hospitel complex (located epproximately 7000
meters further north than previously reported by intelligence) were found
along the South Vietnamese side of the RACH CAI BAC River in arec of
Operation BUICK, Locations of installations reported and actually found
are contained in inclosures to thls report. A complete list of ecuipnent ond
matericl captured or destroyed is contalned in paragraph 8, RESULTS, VC
wniforms daptured indiccted manufacture in Red China and infiltrction packs
captured tend to corfirn infiltretion routes thrcugh War Zone "CV,

Several training camps ond creas, instructional aids and
field manuals ccptured substantinte the use of Wor Zore MGV as ¢ training
area, The absence of elaborate field fortications other then rrotection
fron air attacks, depicts the sonse of security from ground attacks enjoyed
by tho VO in this arcn, It is intoresting to note that when A 1/28 Inf
returned to o supply point on 27 April to complete destruction of mcterisl
captured tho ;revious day, A 1/28 found that the VC had booby-trapped the area
overnight, This i:mlies that weny of the aines and booby-traps encountored
by friendly forces had hastily beon placed in their poth of cdvance, under-
lining that the VC hod not onticiated cn intrusion into this sccure aroa,
Athough 2usign~tions wore tckon fron cojturcd deccunonts no positive &
identifiocations by cctunl contact were nnde,

The actions of the VC were in accord with the intelligoence
estinnte, VC continually haressed friendly units with SA fire both dey and
night, On two occasions indirect fire was roceived at night, With the exception
of light SA firc on three occcsions, heliborne assmrult landings and extractions
were uno>-osed although VC ground firec against circreft w.s quitc froquont.
Tho VC did not delfend their instnllations which were entered oither unonvjosed
or after brief engngemonts with light delaying forcas,

During the entirv ojercticn only one i jor cngogemont, the
battlo of LO GO (XT 9775) wis fought, on 30 A;r, Prior to 30 April the
1/2 Inf had received sporcdic SA fire froa the Conthodicn side of the RACH
CAI FAC River vhilo exocuting c se:rch cnd destroy rission while advancing
north along the river, During the norning hours of April 30 tho 1/2 Inf
nade 1ight contact with the VC which by noon had daveloped into & najor battle
at 10 G0 (XT 9775). Tho VC Battnlion size force w:s deployed pertially
at L0 GO facing south with the remcinder of the force deployed on the Cambodian
side of the rivor faocing east cnd nttempting to cross ovar., The valiont
effort of the 1/2 Inf and 2/16, conbined with artillery fire powor and supported
by TAC Air thwarted the crossing ctfor;t and oventunlly ccused the enexy
located east of the river to retroat into Conbodic, leaving 54 KIA (BC)
ond another 100 KIA possible on tho kattle field.
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It was surprising that a VC battclion size force having neither
o mmerically superior force, the element of surprise, fighting fronm well
fortified positions or sone other teetical advontege stood against two US
Battolions, Since the operationcl plan had not included an advance north of
L0 GO it con betonly theorized that VC losses of equipment cnd moterlal of the
previous days had made hin despercte ta the point of cttocking the US Force
in an atterpt to delay the ndvonce to grin time to evacucte material further
north and into Canbodia, A seccnd recson could have been to gain tine to
prepore these instellations for defepse to include réinfercenments,

¢, Terrain =nd Wecther: -

»

(1) During tho carly vhoases of the operation the wecther
was dry and hot, changing to cloudy skies, thunderstorns and incrocsed
hunidity towards the end. The terrain in Arco BUICK was primarily hecvy
jungle, yet with sufficient clearings to allow helicopter resupply., In
Area FIAT tho torrain was 1ostly oven with rubber. plontetions.

(2) Pield fortifications encountered consisted mostly of
trenches and AA weapons emplacenents, with cir she tors in bose camps, No
oxtensive tunncl systoms were loented., A diagron of a hospitel located at
vie WT §77736 is cttoched as inclosure 5. Dicgrams of base cars found vie
XT 006647 and vie XT 429473 are attached as inclosures 6 and 7,

4o MISSION: From 1st Infantry Division OPORD 8-66 (Operction BIRMINGHAM)
dated 19 April 1%66:

1st Brigade:
(1) Attached 2/16 Inf on aftornoon of 24 Moy 66,
(2) One airmobile comyany DS offoctive 23 Apr 66,
(3) Move by C~130 circraft to TAY NINH 3 airfield on 24 Apr 66,
(4) Conduct airmobile assawlt in AO DUICK on 24 Apr 66,
(5) Conduct search cnd destroy operctions in AO LUICK,

(6) On order, conduct search and dostroy operations in A0 NASH
end A0 DODGE,

5. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 1st Brigade ororations will be conducted
in five® (5) Phases: (Ses Oporcticns Ovorlay) (Inclosuros 1-4)

a, Manouver:

Phase I (24 April): 1st Drigedo roves by C-130 and CV-2
ciroraft fyonm PHUOC VINH to TAY NINH, and PHUOC LONG XT 331575, transloads
to holicopters, conducts airmobilo csa:ult on L2 RED, estoblishos crty base
on L2 RED, clonrs tho croc contifuous to LZ RED, preparos to conduct scaxrch
and dostyuy opsrations in zone on 25 Apr 66,

Phoso II (25 Apr - 28 Are):  1/2 Inf and 1/28 Inf conduct
seardh and destroy operntions in sono cormencing 250730 Apr 66,

Phose IIX (29 Apr = 2 May): 1st Bde condusts operations in
A0 RASH,

Phaso IV (3 Moy - 6 Moy):  1st Bde conducts operations in
AO DODGE,
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Phase V (7«8 May): 1st Dde redaploys to PHUOC VINH by cir

iff and ground convoy,

bo FireS:

. (1) Artys 1/5 Arty grovides ond coordinates arty fire
support,

(2) Alr:

{a) Preplanned requests to this Hqs by 0800 hrs the
day precoeding the strike.

(v) Imediate requests: SOP
(¢) Armed helicopters support this operations as required.
¢. 1/2 Inf: Three (3) demo tooms A 1st Engr SPT

- (1) Movo by CV-2 (Caribou) fron PEUOC VINI to PHUOG LONG
IT 331575. . ’

(2) Upon crrival at PHUOC LONG XT 331575 translocd to HUID

(3) Conduct londing on LZ RED,
(4) Secure area contigﬁoua to LZ RED out to 1000 meters.
(5) Occupy west portion of Bde perincter.

(6) Conduct socarch and destroy operations in zone comuencing
250730 Apr 66,

(7) Puruish one (1) rifle squad to Bde Hgs on 23 Apr 66 for
defense of Bde TAC CF.

d, 1/26 Inf:

(1) ©€0 1/26 Inf dosigncted PHUOC VINH Base Comp cormander
effeotive 241200 Amr 66.

(2) Purnish one (1) rifle sqund to B 1/4 Cnv during hours
of derkmess during conduct of this operction,

(3) Prepare to exocute 1st Bdo OPLAN 2-65 (STOPGAP).

(4) Wah one rifle squad to Bde Hgs on 23 Apr for dofonae
of Bde TAC CP, '

e, 1/28 Inf: Three (3) dono toons 1st Engr SPT:
(1) Muve by C=130 fron FIUCC VINH to TAY NIMH,
(2) Upon arrival TAY NINH trcnaload to HUD helicopters,
(3) Conduot cirmobile cssault on LZ RED.
(1) Seoure LZ RED and receive one (1) btry (105) 1/5 Arty.

(s) Upmc]:ociuotVzIannLZBKDmmooatig\ma
o LI RED ot to 100 metexs.

(6) Oooupy east portion of Bde perineter,
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(7) Conduct scarch and destroy operations in zone coinencing

250730 Apr 66. :

; (8) Furnish one (1) rifle squad to Bde Hgs on 23 Apr for
defonse of Bde TAC CP, ' v _

o f. 2/16 Inf: _

; (1) On order, Move e 12 RED on 25 Apr 66

(2) TUpon a&iml LZ RED secure Arty B&se. \
(3) Modntain ome (1) rifle compeny on 50 rin clert in bose avea.

(4) Conduct operations in erec adjacent to LZ RED as directed
by this Hqs.

g« 1/5 Arty (-) (DS):
(1) Move by C=~130 nircroft from PHUOC VINH to TAY NINH,
(2) Upon arrival at TAY NINH transload to CH-47 sircraft, .
(3) On order move to LZ RED,
(4) Coordinate arty fire to . insure continuous support.
‘he B 1/L Covs
(1) Troop (-} remrins under OFCON of parent battolion,
(2) B 1/4 Cov reor continue presont rission,

(3) B 1/4 Cav rear prepares to receive one (1) rifle squed
1/26 Inf during hours of darkness for defense.of troop perimeter,

i. A 1st Ener (=) (DS):
(1) Two platoons remain under UrXCOM parent battelion.

(2) Furnish three (3) Jemo te.ns ecch to 1/2 Inf cnd 1/28
Inf for this operation,

(3) Roar detochmoent coutinue present mission,
J. HHC 1st Dde:
(1) Movo 1st Bde TAC CP tc Bdo base orea on 24 Apr.
(2) Provide cnd coordinuto supyort of 1st Bde TAC CP.
k. 1/1 MP (DS)
(1) Provide two (2) squads to HHIC 1st Bde on 23 Apr 64,
(2) Platoon (-) contimue present mission,
1. Coordin:ting Instructions:

(1) Command nnd oontrol circraft HUVD/LOH/aveilable on
nission bosis, -

<

(2) Riot contral agonts authorized for use agoinst tunnul
and tunker complaxes, ;
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(3) ALl persomnol will corry protoctive mosks,
(4) Dns use close-in indirect fire around defensive perineters

» qq during the hours of darkness,

(5) Arty fires cround defensive pei‘i::atéx;s will be registered
prior to durkness.

(6) Units cerry sufficiont snoke gren~des ond merking pc',neis
to nark positions during Air/Arty strikos.

(7) Destroy VC coches in plcce only on approval of this Hgs.

(8) Units perticipating on Operstion BIRMINGHAM leave minimm
force behind to ;rovide bese car» security. -

(9) Cormenders will insure that non-coubatents ond their
property axo safo gurrdod consistent with the toctical situation,

(10) Units cerry additionsl clcymore nines consistent with load
carrying capcbiiity,

(11) Units carry sufficient concertinn to provide single bond
around defensive perineters (base arecs).

6, EXECUTION: The Bde initinted OIORD 15-66, Operction BIRMINGHAM,
on 24 Apr 66 with Bde elenents noving by C-130 and CV-2 circraft to TAY-NINH
3 Mrfield, translonding to HUID and CH-47 heliconters to 2 Bde hese orea v
located at XT 025652, The following events occured during conduct of FhaselI -
(24 Apr): At 1510 hrs, 1/2 Inf conducted ~irmobile cssault on LZ WIITE., BDn
engzged unknown nunber of VC ct 1735 hrs vic XT G064 resulting in 7 US KA and

13 US WHA. 1/28 Inf end' 2/16 Inf closed LZ RED without incident ot 1350 and
1643 hrs with negative donteet, and both units bogan scturction patrolling vie
LZ RED (XT 025652).
Operations in A0 BUICK (25 -27 Apr) were as follows: At 2510201
1/2 Inf located and destroyed ¢ VC Base Comp vie XT 004647 consisting of v o

three (3) huts, trenches, clothing, a bicycle end sone fcods D 2/16 Inf
received SA fire ond three (3) rifle grenades from vic XT 020643, ct 251105H, -
no casuzlties or dannre received. At 251315H vic XT 028650, Recon 2/16

roceived one (1) rd sniper firo cnd two (2) riflo grenndes resulting in one

(1) US KA, Armed helicopters struck the location nnd VC eveded upon pursuit,
1/28 Inf reported negrtive contect during their saturation patrolling operction,

+ At 260700H, 1/2 Inf secured L2 for its ext.=ction and introduction of 2/16

Inf, 1/2 Inf assumod nission of securing Arty bess and comploted helifift

to LZ RED ot 0845 hrs, At 261405, 2/16 Inf engipged o VC forco of undetormined
size vie XT 978660 resulting in one (1) VC KIA (Est). At 261430H 1/28 Inf,
condusting oporctions betweon WT 982655 and WT 950645 along the RACH CAX DAC
River, ccue under SA fire vic WI 990058, Durir- pursuit of VC, the Bn located
and destroyed 2 mxll besc cobps with motorial and foodstuffs, € 2/15 captured
an AK cascult rifle ond killed one VC at 261435H vie WT 979658. At 261450H,

A 2/16 receivod SA firo fron 3 VC ~cross river, unit retured firo and resulted
in 2 VC KIA (DC), At 270245H 1/2 Inf reccived 3 rds of fricndly Arty in

their brnse ccnp position susteining throe (3) WHA. L 1/28 found larre anounts
of VC supplies and a ~ico ccoha. vie VT G80552 ~t7 0840 hrs, RMco cache wms
boobty traprod and unit sustained 13 WHA, At 0950 hrs, B 1/28 loccted und
destroyed nt WI 990645, six (6) huts, nesshall and clossroan, 44 Chicon rrenndes
with wooden hondlos, 1/2 ton rice, 200 1bs grain, cno sainal pen cnd assorted
doouments, The doounents were owacuated to Bde collecting reint. At 1000 hrs
B 2/76 located cnd dostroysd 200 lbs of polishod rice, 200 1be of unpolished
rice, 50 1bs of sclt and ono hut vic WI §78664. B 1/28 located and destroyod
50 tons of rice nnd ono hut at 1015 hrs vic WT 990649, At 1030 hrs, B 1/28
located and destroyed 100 tons of rice, 25 tons of rock sclt, 500 lbs of cloth
in bolts and 5 petal anime) drawn ~rmw carts vic WT $90644S. T™wo (2) tans of
rice was dostroyed by O 2/16 at 1103 hrs vio WI 964656, At 1245 hrs B 1/28
looated the folloving itons vio WT $8964S: Ono (1) bottlo nagnosiun sulfato
arystals, ono (1) bottlo of camphor, onv (1) bottlo vitanins, poppor, ono (1)
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cannister of sanitary napkins, two (2) shirts, one (1) pair pants, nine (9)
signs, fourc(4) documents, three (3) bicycles and one (1) document with
instructions on how to make bombal A 2/16 engaged aprroximate VC squad at 1256
hrs vic WT 960668 resulting in three (3) US WiA and two (2) VC KIL (BEC) and
the capture of one (1) each US carbine and Russian Rifle. At 1310 hrs, 1/2
Inf conducted an airmobile assault on LZ BLUE, The unopposed ass-ult was
preceded by a 30 min airstrike and o 20 minute Artillery prepsration, At 1558
hrs A 2/16 located and destroyed 800 black uniforms, 63 tons of rice,
16 boats, and 6000 khald uniforms vic WT 961677. At 1645 hrs, B 1/2C located
and destroyed 5.9 tons of rice vic WT 690655, Recon 2/16 discovered o trench
system at WT 960678 at 1647 hrs and 6,5 tons of rice was located and destroyed
ot 1710 hrs vic WT G89647. At 280830H, 1/2 Inf made initial contact with the
VC when SA fire was received from across the RACI CAI BAC River vic WI $65700.
Unable to determine location of SA Fire, unit continued search and discovered
a rice cache of 32 tons which was destroyed in place vie WT $66700, at 0908 hrs.
During the destruction of ¥lce cache, unit again engoged the VC resulting in.
two (2) US WIIA and 1 VC KIA (BC). At 0955 hrs, A 1/28 located and destroyed
14 huts with black boards, training aids, furniture, 3,000 shects of paper and
onvelepes, 24 flashlicht batteries, ton (10) oil lass, two (2) (allohs of oil
40 shirts and trousers, 50 yds of roncho material, and 5. lbs of assorted food
(fish, candy end rice) vic WT 88660, At 1003 hrs the aggressive search by the
1/28 Inf ngain locgtod and destroyed valusble VC suprlies vic WT $87681 consis-
ting of three (3) shotguns, three (3) bicycles, essorted documents (which were
evacunted) training aids, signs and :osters. At 1010 hrs, A 1 /28 located at
WT G9567S and C 1/28 located at WT $84677, found and destroyed respectively:
Two (2) buildings, five (5) tons of rice, nedical supplies, and training aids;
a base camp consisting of 30 buildings, a day room, a dining hall, ping ron
table, propagenda leaflets, kitchen tables, kitchen, eight (8) stores, two %2)
wheels, a training room, black boards, posters, a four bed hospital and one (1)
ton of rice and 400 lbs of fish. At 1030 hrs, A 1/2 received 2 US WA from
a claymore mine vic WT 972704. In order to maimtain centact, B 1/2 cxocuted
a sweeping movement to the cast, regrining contuct with the VG until 1245 hrs,

Unit roceived seven (7) WHA, and one (1) KA during this action
“rom a claymore mine, a grencde and small arms fire, Artillery vnd Airstrikes
vwere used to block the encuy's escape and a forward observer directed fire

-on VG attempting to swinm the RACI CAI BAC River vic WL 966723 at 1600 hrs,

At 1030 hrs D 1/26 Inf locnted o baso cwrip vie WT $G8673 consisting
of (See rosults, poris 8).

Bacause of the agrrossive novement of the Inf DBn's, Bde TAC CP
end Arty base was relocated to :rovide close and continuous fire support to the
advancing battolions. Arty bosc wes noved to L2 wie XT 033718 terminating
operations in AQ BUICK,

During orerations in A0 NERCURY, the following events took place:
At 290827H, A 1/2E onpaged en ostinrtod 15 VC vic XT 032712 dug in well fortified
positions, Fire was oxchanged resulting in three (3) US KA, throe (3) US WHA
and three (3) VC KIA (FUSS). Moving along the ecast shore of RiCH CAI BAC River,
1/2 Inf sustained throe (3) WIA from booby trap vic WT 970720 at 1105 hrs. '
At 1116 hrs, while sccuring LZ FIEE (XT 0327105 A 1/28 loceted cnd dostroyed
one (1) claymore mino intcct with wire and battery. At 1120 hrs C 1/2 Inf
located and destroyed 22 tons of ricc vic WT $70720 and B 2/16 locctod ond
destroyod 30 tons of rico vic WT 967724 while cle~ring a tunnel notwork at 1130
hrs, At 1300 hrs, B 2/16 oxchongod SA fire with undotermined nunber of VC
vic WI $74728 resulting in 1 VC ITA (BC). At 1442 hrs B 1/28 ncde contact
with one VC, Unit pursued VC into jungle. Firo. was exchangoed end B 1/2¢
sustained ono (1) US KHA, At 1532 hrs 2/18 Inf bocano OFCON 1st Bde ond
conducted an airmobile assault on L2 ORANGE (XT 015730). An IU1D lifting clemont:
from 2/18 received SA fire from vic XT 626447 wounding ope crev man, Armod
helicopters took aren under fire.
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" 2/18 closed LZ ORANGE ct 1728 hrs., At 1735 hrs, B 1/2 Inf sustained 3 US KHA

4 US WIA from a claymore mine vic WT §70740. At 3008451, 1/2 Inf engoged a
sniper vic WI §71745 sustaining one US WIlA,unit pursued sniper but lost contact
when VC fled into the jungle, At 0915 hrs the battalion began receiving machine
gun fire from across the RACH CAT PAC River vie WT 970754. At the scme time
two (2) VC squads were sighted east of the river, The battalion used armed
holicoptery artillery and TAC Air to block the onemy and remsined in contact
until 1420 hrsi During this epcouhter, Bn sustained 6 KA and 8 WHA while
inflicting 33 KIA (BC) on the VC and 75 KIA (PUSS), 2/18 Inf located and dese
troyed a smell VG base cemp with acconodations for epnroximately two (2) VC -
companies, at 0930 hrs vic XT 013641, At 1013 hrs the 2/18 Inf nanouversd -
to block VC ongaged by 1/2 Inf ond 2/16 Inf but could not goin contact. At
0940 hrs 2/16 Inf mancuvered with 1/2 Inf on ecst side of the IV.CH CAI DACT
River inflicting 8 KIA (BC) on the VC on east side of the river and 25 KIA
(POSS) on the west dide, At 1205 hrs B 2/16 engaged 4 VC vic WT 69760

ldlled them and captured their individusl weapons., At 1210 hrs, B 1/28 Li
sighted one VC vic XT 027714 and took hinm under fire. A search of the arca
wvas made revealing a blood trail leading ifto the jungle, accounting for one
VC KIA (POSS). At 1335 hrs C 1/28 mode contact with six (6) VC vic 2T 044705
Compeny maneuvered ond cngaged with SA fire and artillery, VC rcturned fire,
fled their positions by means of trenches and disappeared in the jungle,
action resulted in one US KHA and two (2) US WHA, An air strike was celled
on VC avenues of escape, A search of the crea revealed a bese camp with
miscellaneous supplies and 20 buildings, C 1/28 Inf destroyed the buildings
and evacuated the supplies and equipment. 1/20 Inf discovered cnd destroyed
o C base eamxp vic XT 035564 at 011030H, capturing 2 VC women, and one child.
Other VC fled into jungle and was pursued by Artillery. At 1101 hrs, D

* 1/28 captured one VC armed with a Thorpson SMG vie XT 036692, A 1/28 received

one WHA fron sniper fire at 1120 hrs at XT 032713, At 1201 Lys 1/T inf ws
extractod from LZ XT 0273 and reverted to OFCON of 3rd Bde, closing AO AUSTIN
at 1242 hrs, At 1305 hré 1/28 Inf located ond destroyed & woy-station with
several fox holes at XT 010730 and an old bolt action rifle was found. At
1330 hrs a sniper fired soveral rds of SA fire into Log Base area vie XT
3248, elements returned fire resulting in one (1) VC KIA (BC) and no friendly
casualties. C 1/28 located and destroyed 51 tons of rice, and 8 huts ot

1412 hrs vic XT 036686, A1l Dde clements roported nepative contact during
the hours of dorkmess, *

On 02 May 66 operations cor:enced in AG FIAT with 1st Bde elements
noving by helilift to vic XT 3250 commicncing 0645 hrs and closing area at
1425 hrs. The remainder of the day anc 3 and 4 liay 66, were used to establish
dofensive perineters and to conduct inintenance and cere and clerning of
equipmont., rotions in AO FIAT continued with the following actions : At
041200H, A 1/4 Cov was attached to 1st Bde and asswwd the rission of securing
the Arty base vic XT 378425, At 041G230H, 2/16 Inf wes directod to conduct
a rapid overnight march to conduct early morning surmrise secl and search
ojorction on Objoctives 1 (XT 37057) cnd 2 (XT 375486). C 2/16 roached
attack position near Objective 1 at 0503001 and sealed aroc. At 0630 hrs
so~rch was conducted with District Chiof cnd revealed the cren hod been nbandoned
for some time, C 2/16 then established o blocking position North of Objective
2 to support with tho remainder of the battclion. Dn (-) conducted soarch of
Objoctive 2 following an airdroped €S attock with nogative controt but dise
covered o amall ams arxwnition cache ot IT 37547 at 1258 hras, capturing and
evncucting 60 rds 7.62m, one US Gronade, one modical bag, two 55 gal drums
of polishod rice and 10 feot of dotonation cord. (See appendix 1 to Aftor
Aotion Report concorning Air Dropred CS).
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At 1310 hrs, C 2/18 Inf engaged on unknown nuiibes of VO vic XT 420477, unit
7} pursued VC but lost contact when VC dispersed and fled into jungle. At 1317
. hrs B 2/18 located and destroyed a small base camp vic XT 429473 consisting
, of 7 huts, 2 spall trenches and bunkers, At 1330 hrs A 1/4 Cav, conducting
local security cperations apprehended two (2) VCS et XT 415443 and one (1)
VCS at XT 395433 ond evacucted then to division base. € 1/28 apprehcnded one
VCS vic XT 296459 at 1337 hrs end D 1/28 loccted and destroyed two (2) ox
carts, one bicycle, one tow chain, 450 pun)i stokes and 20 fox holes with
overhead cover vic XT 342511 at 1400 hrs. At 1530 hrs, C 2/16 Inf in pursuit
of zn unknown mmber of VC vie XT 435475, sustained 2 US KHA and 7 WHA fran
Artillery which had been crlled in to cut off VC avenues of oscope. At
1550 hrs, D 1/28 located and evacuated two mortar rounds, caliber unknown,
vic XT 336507, On 06 Moy ot 0518 hrs, A 1/26 located ond destroyed o cormuni-
cctions liaison station vic XT 338512 consisting of six (6) buildings, several
" books, cooking utensils, two (2) grenades cnd 25 lbs of rice, Scvercl Joce
wuments and the books were evacunted to division base. 2/18 Inf received
1light SA fire through out the norning tnd first contact wes established by
the Redon Plat at 1034 hrs vic XT 450468, VC fled into jungle ~nd one ws
‘ believed to bo woundede At 1054 hrs, C 1/28 located and destroyed threc (3)
foxholes with overhoad cover vic XT 350481. L 2/18 nnde rontnct with unlmown
mmber of VG at 1115 hrs vic XT 455457, resulting in one VC KIA (BC) $
¥ VG KIA (POSS) one M-1 rifle coptured, VC fled into jungle and broke contact

Y
e g '_:\:

¢ at 1230 hrs. At 1230 hrs, A 2/18 engaged and pursued 4 VC vie XT 450450 wheo
i returned fire,:.dispersed ond fled into jungle bresking contact ot 1258 hrs.

% Results were 5 US WHA and 2 VC KIA (FOSS). On 7 May ot 0730 hrs, Bde HIC

g cormenced airlift to basc camp, PHUOC VINH, utilizing 10 1ifts of C 130

£ airernft closing base comp 1430 hrs, thus temiinating Operation BIRMINGHAM.
7. Supporting Forces:

i a. 1st Bn, 5th Arty (-): (DS)

(1) This organiaction consisted of Headquorters and Sorvice
Battery and two (2).firing battories { A & B ) with B 2/13 Arty cttached
fron 24 Apr 66 thru 7 May 66,

(2) How and Whon Ewloyed:

(a) Hgs, A, ond B Btry's: Wero eirlifted into TAY NINH 3
AMrfield by C-~130 and CV-2 Aircraft., Porsonnol & equipnent wore then liftod
by Cli=47 airercft to Arty Base vic LZ RED, (XT 0246) established defensive
positions and provided fire support for area of operction,

(b) Btry D: Provided fires in support of baso camp area
vic PHUOC VINH (XT ©849).

(c) Btry D 2/13 Arty: Was Airliftod into aron of operation
bty CH-47 Adrcraft. The btry ws attached to 1/5 Arty (=) to give additional
suprort to 1st Dde nnd ocoupled firing positions vic Arty Base (XT G249)

(), Porlod ond mrbor of rs %'bytypo 24 &pr 66

thru 2 Moy 66:

105m HE N5 412 3505 12,832
105m WP ” 10 18 65
105m ILIn 17 17

TOTAL BAI MISSIONS: 1193
TOTAL PREPARATIONS: 37
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be U.S. Ar Force: In supjort of Opeit..ion CIMINGILM (24, April-6
May 66), & tot~l of vne hundred ond eight (108) strike missions wore flown -

rosulting in a total of 32/ sorties,

Fighter sorties wore as follows:

24 Apr 46 10
25 Apr 60 6
26 Anr 66 10
27 Apr 66 12
28 Apr 66 8
25 Apr 66 7
30 Apr 66 12
1 Moy 66 9
2 May 66 6
3 Moy 66 5
4 Yay 66 6
5 Moy 66 8
e b Moy 66 9
TOTAL _ 08
8. Results of Operction:
a. Equipnent Bvacuateds
QUANTITY il
48 Uniforns Dlack
48 Uniforns Khoki
( 2 Refrigorators
’ 40 Leoflets
100 boxes Docunents
50 Dooks
100 1bs Medicold Supplies
20 Suall Arms Weapons
1 Mortar Round
yi 10 Bieyclos
b, Equipment Destroyed:
QUANTITY IR
153308 Tons Rice
6.5 Tona Pish
320 1vbe Oredn
3.5 Tons Suger
344 Cans Kilx
1240 gals Cocldng 041
— 10
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' 2305 . : Uniforms, Black
5067 : Uniforns, Khoki
* 2400 Shirts, Groon
2600 . Shirts
'i 20 | . Swocters
% 90 sets . : Underwear
; 12 : Shirts, Blnck
100 meters . - Flamnal Material
500 1bs 4n bolts Dlnck Meterfal
f ' 1750 meters - Flastic Materials
0 " Racks
% . 2000 prs Scndles
% 20 Contoens, FPlastic
1 Rice Mill °
8 | Kitchon Stoves
3 Guitors, Electrie
1 Radio, Trans-8
f 1 Port:ble PA Set
10,000 boexd ft Lunber
20 1bs N2ils
20 tubes ' Printers Ink
E 1 Ping Pong Table
AD 1bs : Mari juanc
100 bngs Canent
. 100 041 Lemps
' 1000 ea Ruwvolope, Paper
36 Battery, DA-30
1500 bare Soap
10 1be Carbide
900 1be Modiosl Supnlies
100 Quining Pills
"
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= , QUANTITY I |
; ~ 1100 1bs (nm:) ,' © Mise, Modical Supplies end equipment
% g“b g . Whole Blood
: 68 _ B Huts
2 g Camps
5 ' o Héspitals (2-Dispensary and 3-idd
B Statien) T
1 | . . Cart Fe.ctox;y
15 » - Dunkers
1 . ‘frining md
720 rds o o - sA Munitions
6 s, Glayuore
126 . : T Grenndes
R ' C g . . Cross Bows
Unk Amt o ' Dlasting Cops v
2 1bs | S | . | BExplosives
- 2090 gals - ‘ : Gasoline
182 gols - . S 0il -
110 gals - . Keroseno
143 ' Doats
1 ~ Doat, 40
5 . . : Donts, Motor
33 O Carts
43 - ‘ Bicycles
5 Flows, Steal
20 Knife, Cane
2 . Sewing Machines
10 . Saws _ -
1 Puip, Water
10 . Shovals
15 1ve Ports, Dupliercting Machine
1 ~ Geetn Throshar
12 _
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250 lbs (aﬁ;zrox)
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Parts, Dott, Motor
Typowritors
Printing Pross

FRIENDLY LOSSES:

DR VEA A MEL DY
2 hpr 66 13 7 0’ 0
25 Lor 66 0 1 0 0
%ar6 0 0 0 0
27 Apr 66 19 0 0 0
Bar s 9 L o 1
29 Apr 66 10 7 1 0
Bhres M q 0 0o
1.}I.:y66 1 1 0 0
2 May 66 0 0 0 0
3 May 66 0 0 0 0
4 My 66 0 0 o o0
5 Moy 66 7 2 0 0
6 Moy 66 5 Q 0 0

d.

E I L . O T = e )

75,2911

FRUENDLY MATERIAL LOS3ES:

QUANTISY
1

1

EHR{Y LOSSES:
DAIR

2, Apr 66
25 Apr 66
26 Apr 66
27 Apr 66
28 Apr 66
29 Apr 66

LIEM
AN/,RC 65, Dostroyod
5 X0 Gonaretor, Dostroyod

DA () K2 (POSS) VGG GAPTVRED
0 0 0
0 0 (o]
3 1 0
3 1 0
1 0 0
1 3 0
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8 (CMTICENT I8~
DATE a B¢}  Ig& (poss) VCC CA  RED

30 Apr 66 .53 ' 101 0
11 Mey 66 - 4
2 Moy 66 0
© 3 Moy 66 0
4 May 66 | 0
5 Moy 66 | 4
6 Moy 66 0
TOTAL 67 17 )

9. AIMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a, Administrative mattors woro adecuste to ensure rosupply of committel.
wnits, The utilization of tho direct surport aviation company for resuprly
airereft groatly cssistcd in the rapid response to known requirenents and
changes due to the itoetical sitwetion,

(1) Suzply:

() Techniguos of supply used during the operction wore of

throe (3) tpes:

1 Six (6) oach UIND helicoptors vero used daily Yo
dolivor sumplios to,the forward beso crca and RON positions north of the
Division Logistical Dase. During the ecrly morning and loato afternoon
hours naximm offort was rlaced on the cxtraction of unnecossrry oquiioont
in RON positions, Tho remainder of the doy wns devotod to rosup lying the
forwerd base crec normally occupied by an crtillery b ttzlion, ono infeontry
tattalion and an olement of brigido ho~dguortcrs, This systen was used vhen
rosupnly coull not be offected by road convey.

Cll=474 hclicorters wero usod to deliver artillery
annunition snd whon UMD helicoptors wore not available for rosupily of units
in the forward base crec. lovevor, tic use of Cll-47A helicopters is not
foosible for delivery to ROW positions as nerrnially large L2's are not avoileblo
and locding and unloading is tine ccnsuning since supplioes pust ho non hendled.

3 Waon tho Drigede units wore located in tho rubbor
plontotion vie XT 3247, road convoys were utilizod cn a drily bosis to resupply
those excopt when battclions were conducting socrch and dostroy oporations -
awry fron this base, Usuxlly the battalion coxrried enough supplies to sustein
thenselves until thoy returned to the base erva or ninimm suppliscs wore
dolivored by UHMD holicoptors,

(v) During tho oporction, 300 tons of mcterial was delivored
bty UH1D helicoptors, An undetorminod tomnapo of artillory rmrmunition woa
dolivercd by CH-47A ciroraft as well cs resupply of units by road during the
Intter poart of the oporction.

(¢) Units ontored ihe oneration with a basic load of omme

unition, retions cnd necesscry surplios ond roplenishod cxpondituros fron tho
Divieion lLogistical Basa as required,
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(@) Wt pons 'and crramition eo .rried by mésault troops of
infantry battalions included M-16 rifles cul 60m mortors, 8t nortars o
with erow and armumition were airliftod into RCN positions ot night ond extraeted
the following norning, Thosc units who brought 107m nortors to the operational
area utilized thosc werpons in tho defonse of tho Division Logisticzl Dasa.

(2) Mointenance: No significant probloms were enc.untered by ‘
cttoched units, The utilizction of A Uivision riminton-nes centret toom cpocrs
to be more responsive to unit requirenonts as repair ports can bo obteined _

- easior ond fostor from on element of this type r.-:ther thon the shipuont of parts
fron the Brigede Honc Buse, .

(3) Treatmont of Cosuclties cnd Bvacuation and ﬂospﬁmmion
(See pera (6) bolow)

(4) Transportotion: The usc of CV-2 circraft for the delivery
of nen ond motorial from Drigade Hemo Bases was oncourcged. Houever, units
obscrved that undor the originel schedule of mmltiple stops pricr to cxrivel
ot the Division Loglsticcl Basc, tho circraft was filled before arriving ot
the Dripgode Home Base (FIUOC VIMI) ond consoouently nogligible cargo or
pessonger spoeco wos available, The chonge of the scheduwle to incorporate
z trip fron the Division Logistieal Dose to the Drigade Homo Dase and return,
insurced that cach major wnit hnd cple space for men cnd supplios.

(5) Corrmmications: No mejor cormnicotions yroblems were
experionced durinz the orerationy OComrmmications enwloyod were odoquate to
noet the requirement of the Dripgade Ccmander cnd subordincte unit commendors,
During the first phnse of thoe oyer~tinn, VIF between division ~nd brigade
wos osteblishod, howover, it is belleved that the VIIF configurcetion is too
bulky for ~imobile type operctions. The cirlift requirencnts for the VIF
facilities wos three (3) CH-47A o ods. The ronorcter troiler and ANATC-69
shelter wore both sling-loaded on ¢ Cll=47 and while lifting to o 1Z, the
sling broke resulting in coupiete loss to both itonms,

(6) Modiccl Evzlustion: Durins tho operation, o coryosito ¢learing
station wes ostoblished In the forwerd eren, This clearing stution consisted
of doctors, = dentist, cn cid nen and nediccl supplies from the Drigode ond
Bettolions sizo units involved., A murse cnesthetist and surgiccl tecn from the
Third Surgleal Hospital was clso aovailcoblo, liedienl evacuction helicopters
wore on "Stand-By" ot 21l timos.

The nedical ecverape afforded by this clonring stotion was
excollont, The presonce of thu nsdical evacustion _ixcraft ot the clecring
station markedly decreasod owcouation tinc from tho front 1ines to tho nodicel
installotion, Tho locction of tho clocring station in o feirly secure arec
with adoquate facllitics and cymloe physicians cnd medies resultod in oxocollont
ororgoncy care, On one occo.aion, tho surpical tean performed lifo-soving
surgory. Once tho pationt hed boen stoblizod ot the elearing station, ovacua-
tion furthor to tho rear wcs accenplishod with o rindmm of dengor cnd disconfort.

be Personncl Statua During Oporction DIRMINGHAM:

xgandsation Dosimstion OpnInitdoked.  Opn Terminated
HIC, 1st Dde  AUTH 122 . 122

ASSIGN 130 136

FDY 130 136

PIF % : 13

PRC 56 © 123
1/2 Int AUTH 629 €29

ASSIGN 942 931

PDY 863 826
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! Orpanization Desirmation Opn Initigted  Opn Terminsted

L 1/2 Inf FIF = 606 © 590
&Q PBC 236 236
1/28 Inf AUTH o 829 89
ASSIGN 847 845
'PDY g8 - . 783
PIF . ' 612 C 605
PEC o 176 , 178
1/5 ety  AUTH S/ 489
: ~ ASSIGN : 488 484
R . PDY 418 458 -
i PIF 318 413
A PBC _ 160 - 45
: Not on Operation DIRMINGIAM:
: ; 1/26 Inf ~ AUTH 83 ' 829
, . ASSIGH 856 850
3 3 PDY 782 776
; S : PIF 883 ™
S ’ PBO 699 653

10, SPECIAL EQUIFMENT AD TECHNIQUES:

ae. The employnont of cn increcse of nnssive artillery fires to
- soal and clecr arces for advancing ground forces conducting search ond
destroy operations, proved very effective nnd enhanced the meneuver olerents
to move uninterrupted and rapidly.

| . be The airnobile nove of tho Bde TAC CP to forword locntions by
‘ Cl-47 odrcraft wes cnother tochnique introduced cnd usod offectively.

\ . ce Specinl equipuent used (See appendix 1)

11, COMMANDERS'S ANALYSIS: TLc most significant aspoct of Oporotion
BIRMINGHAM was the destruction of wvost quantities of VO supplies and feoeilitios
clong tho RACH CAI DAC River betwoon Combodis and South Vietnom, The
inpret of this operction should have o long tern effect on VG ability to
shelter and fced larpo numboers of personnocl,

{ The bettle of 10 GO onco ognin domonstratod the offoctivencss of
‘ the conbinod cxms teor, Following a devastating artillery and air prepcration,
: two Infantry Dottalions domonstreted their ability to manouver in close
b : terrain and successfully engrgo cnd dostroy cn oneny forco, oy,
.4

Not withatanding tho matorial lossos, tho loss of prostigo and control
in an croa formelly considered a safo hovon sheuld rusult in o donorcliszing
blow to VO etcbdlity and influonce in TAY NINI Irovince., This Drigude plans
to axploit its viotories over the VC in TAY IINH Frovince through its wide~
sproad Psychological Warfare media,

Anothor aspoct of tho operction which hrs tacticel significance wes
the ability of tho Brigede Task Fores to rocot repidly to a fluid tactical
situation, Dy use of HUID and CH-47 aircraft tho Bripode wos able to novo
sviftly, orlenting itsolf on suspoct VC locctions rather than spocific goow
graphio objootivoes,

T

Operation DIRMINGHAM added cnothar first to the 1st Brigade list of ach~
ivements by having boen tho Brigado fuxthost wost into War Zone G,

’ ]
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In Gonclusion, Operation BE@KNGMM becomes another Hallmark in the
counter~insurgency effort in Vietnam, ’

| q\ D  FOR THE COMMANDER:

™ )
. ij"“’“Q @j V%J )’\
10 Incl o SAMUEL Je ,
"Op Overlay in A0 BUICK = . Major, Infantry - '
¥ A0 MERCURY) © Adjutant ‘
Op Overlay in AO FIAT :
o .Op Overley in A0 FIAT
‘ ‘Hosp Base Area
‘ T 6. Base Camp .
. 4 ' Dage Camp _
‘ i Intell Legend :
.08 After Action Report
JFSY War Op ;
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Inclosure 1 (Up Overlay in AO DUICK) to After Action Report, 1st Dde Operation .
DIRIINGHAM, dtd 24 May 66, : '
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Imlosm'e 2 (AO MERCURY) to After Action Report, 1st Bde Operation DIRMINGHAM,
dtd 24 May 66 ‘
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Incloswro 3 (Op Overlay in AC FIAT) to After Action Report, 1st ke Uperction
DIRMINGIAM, ctd 24 Moy 65.
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Inclosure 4 (Op Overlsy in 40 FIAT) ta After Action lleport, 1st Bde Overation
DLMINGILAM, atd 24 May 56
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Inclosure 7 (Base Camp) to After Action Report, 1st Dde Operstion DIRMINGRAN,
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Incloaure 8 (Intell Legend) to Aftor Action Report, 1st Dde Ooer‘.tlon

BIRMINGHAM, dtd 24 May 65,
LEGEND FOR REPORTED II\‘TEI.I..IGENCE INFQRMATION

| r‘" j REPORTED F/6 -
! DETENTION CAVP
BASE CAMP

+ ¥,

MEDICAL FACILITY

4
! [X] ~ STORAGE/SUPPLY ARCA
| i PRODUCTION AREA
: L
| (/> ADININISTRATIVE FACILITY
! J
, { -~ STRONG POTNT
£ '
E | © f  ROAD GUT

t \—/  INFILTRATION POINT
[ M
o T T
LEGEND POR ACTUAL LOCATIONS
E i
1 BASE CAMP

§ v 2 SUPFLY/STORAGE POINT
]
5 .3 RICE AND/OR SALT CACHE
! .4, FUEL DUP
I
: .5 DEFENSIVE AREA

< 6 HOSPITAL
1
j +7 QX CART FACTOXY
Sheet 1 of 2 Sheets
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i ‘ GV Crorotion CLMINGHAM, dtd 24 kay 66.

DEP/RTMENT OF THE ARMY -
HEADQUARTEHS
1ST BRIG/DE, 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
APO U.S. Forces 96345

AVID-SP-0 ' " 2L, May 1966

' SUBJECT: After Action Report, Use of CS on Objective 2, 1st Brisade
FRAG (RDER 5-66 Operation BIRMINGHAM

TO: Commanding General
tst Infantry Division
ATTN: G=3
APO U,S, Forces 96345

1, PURP(SE:

[

a, To test the effectiveness of Riot Control-ipent (RCA) CS in the
preliminary portion of the preparatory fire on a selected tarret area suspec~
ted to contain VO in permanent and/or semi permanent undersrovnd positions.

. b, To test the capabilities of masked troovs to operate in heevily
woeded areas contaminated by a-ent C3 under long periods of time,

- 2, MISSION: Support the mission of 2/16 Inf to search and clear appro- -
ximately one square kilometer of jun~le area, (center of mass XT 374478) by
use of massive concentration of RCA CS.

3. GOVERNING FiCTCRS:
a. Desirn of CS Drum Bomb:

' . (1) Each drum contained 80 pounds of apent CS in 10 each 8
pound sacks, Total weight of filled drum 168 pounds.

(2) Detonatin: charre for each drum consisted of two each M=f .
bursters, a non-electrical blasting cap, a length of time fuze cut to a spec~
ific length to obtain an optimun heisht of burst, and a M2 non-electric fuge
lighter,

b, Delivery of CS Drum Bamb:

(1) The drums were dropped mapually from CH-47 helicopters,
each fuze lighter was pulled individually to lisht the time fuze and the
drum pushed out of the helicopter,

(2) Factors that determined the HOB of each drum were:

(a) . Length of the time fuzo
(b) Altitude of the helicopter

(¢) lag time from when the lighter is activated until
the drw is dropped from the helicopter,

6. Weather Conditions:

(1) An invorsion condition existed in the target area, Wind
speed was approximstely 1 knot in a westerly direction,

CONFIDENTIAL .
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SUBJECT: After Action Report, Use of CS on Objective 2, 1st Brigade
FRAG ORDER 5-66 Operation BIRMINGHAM

(2) Wind speed and dircction was determined by colored smoke

' grenades thrown by 2/16 Inf to mark their positions as the helicopters app= .
rcached the tarret area,

4, EXBECUTION:
S a: Two passcs by three CH-47 helicopters, 30 drums pér helicopter;
were made over the target area,  The first pass began at 0800, along a line
from XT 372474 to XT 380480, The second pass was made at 08207 along a line
from XT 387483 to XT 368477.

b, Immediately after the CS drop an airstrike was made by five Air

- Force fighter bombers followed by artillery to kill enemy driven above ground

by the CS,

¢. Troops from compenics 4 & B, weé.ring msks » entered the ta .rget‘
area at approximntely 0900, Masks were kept on until 1030 when an all clear
vas gliven

(1) Troops were told to remask 5 times for periods from 5 to
15 minutes from 1030 to 1230 as contaminated areas were uncovered

(2) Troops masked initially at approximately 0820 when cs

: travelim: down wind reached their attack position,

(3) Total time troops were masked between 0820 to 1230 was ama-
roximately 3 hours.

5. Effects of CS Bambs in the Target Area:

a, Drums that detonated above ground caused a contamination radius
extending to 75 meters around the impact area.

b, Vegetation was contaminated causing'stinging to exposed skin,

¢, The impact of drums was sufficiently close together to form a
barrier thru which unprotccted personnel could not pass,

d, Premature detonation of CS drum bombs caused CS to be detected

up to an altitude of 1300 ft and 7000 meters down wind from the high air
bmto

e. The affected area retained the (S contamination longer, as wind
in dense jungle areas did not remove CS in air suspension thereby allowing
it to settle on underbrush,

6. LESSONS LEARNED:

a. A requirement for a more accurate method of detonating at desire-

ed HOB must be developed because the HOB for individual drums varied from
ground level to an altitude of 750 ft,

b. CS contamination of the target area was sufficient to cause un-
protected personnel groat discamfort and rondor tham incapable of etfectivo]y
defending positions,

¢, Thick jungle underbrush reducos the overell effective radius of
each C3 bomb, . 4

2

~CONFIDENTIAL |




: -

e v

, 1nck 9 Con't C oA AN 7L
: y SUBJECT: After Action Renort, Use of CS on Objective 2, 1st Brigade FRAG

ORDER 5-66 COpcration BIRMINGH!X

d. Masked troops con operate in CS contaminatéd areas with mini-
mum diffieulty in novement' thru the hezviest underbrush,

e, large areas can be contaminated by this type of C5 bamb form=
ing impassable areas to unprotected personncl., The expected 1ength of per—
slstence of such a barrier is approximately 30 days.

7v RECOMMENDATIONS:

a, A timing device be used to obtain low, 25-50 feet, height of

burst to reduce downwind loss of agent fram the targot area. The timing

fuze used on the E~158 CS bomblet would be sufficient for this use.

b. Future targets be selected that are known enemy strongpoints.
This Type CS bomb is an overkill for reconncissance type usdge, -

¢, Drops should not be made when troops are downwind from the
target area to reduce the time masks must be worn.

d., Troops be instructed to cover as much exposcd skin as possible. ’
prior to entering a CS comtaminated area,

e, This type (S bamb be employed to form impassable barriers for
unprotected personnel,

£, Aviation units within the operational area must be notified
vwhen CS is to be employed due to the effects caused by climatic conditiona
and the method of detonmation presently used,

FCR THE CQMMANDER:

’l\s u..«.y 4‘)—

“SAMUEL AZZARELLI
Major, Ini‘antry
Adjutant

—
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Inclooure 10 (&% v ta ) £ Sdtor ctd 1. aa;ort, 10 Sri: o,
Operation BIRINGHA:

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
. HEADQUARTERS
1ST BRIGIDE, 1ST INPANTCY DIVISION

_ APO U.S. Forces 96345
AVID-SP~0 2, May 15566
Phase I 24 April 1966 PSY WiR OPERLTIONS

' C-47 based at Bien Hoa flew coordinates WI 9967-XT 0267-WT 9964—

AT 0164 dropping 100,000 leaflets (50,000 #Sp-893, 25,000 #137, and 25,-
000 #191).
Phase II 25 April 1966

C-47 based at Bien Hoa’'flew coordinates WT 9768-WT 0068-WT- 9770~

* WT 0071 dropping 100,000 leaflcts (50,000 #Sp-893, 25,000 #188, 25,000

#191).
26 April 1966

U~10 flew coordinates WT 9767-XT O167-XT O169-WT 9669-WT 9671~
WT 9771 dropping 54,000 leaflcts (19,000 #Sp-893 #AH33000-AH52000, 25,~ -

1000 #186 and 10,000 #192).

28 April 1966

U-10 flew over coordinates XT O46L-XT 0764~XT 0672-XT 0872
playing 1% hours Chieu Hoi tape #8, XT 0072-XT 0275-WT 9695-WT 9873~
WT 9773-WT 9875 dropping 20,000 #137, XT 0373 dropping 5,000 1st Div
Good Guy Leaflets, WT 9975-WT 9977-XT 0883-XT 0881 dropping 20,000 #=
192, XT 0976-XT 0675-XT 0670-XT 0869 dropping 19,000 Sp-893 #AH98E001~
AH100000, XT 0172 Anerieans are here to defeat the VC 10,000,

29 April 1966

U-10 flew over Vicinity of Lo Go dropping 40,000 #193 and playing
3 hours of Chieu Hoi tapes #38 and #58 along Rts 13 and 22,

30 April 1966
U-~10 flew coordinates WT 9965-WT 9968-XT 0565~XT 0568 dropping -
79,000 lenflets (19,000 #Sp-893 #AR247000, 20,000 #188, 20,000 #137, 20,~
000 VC Life vs ARVN Life).
Phase III 1 May 1966

: U-10 flew coordinates WT 9675-WT 9775-WT 9676-WT 9776 dropping
25,000 #F005, .

2 May 1966

U=10 flcw coordinates XT 4943-XT 5345-XT 5634-XT 5835 dropping
50,000 leaflcts (40,000 #100 and 10,000 #969).

3 May 1966

Moved to 1st Bdo Hqs and coordinatod ':itl. 8§,

L May 1966 planned for 5 May 1966 sweep of Plantation,

U-10 flow over entire Ben Cui Plantation dropping 200,000 leaflats

(50,000 #5p-893, 50,000 #137, 60,000 003, 40,000 No Safe Haven leaflets)’
and playing Chieu Hoi taves _for 2 hours.

. CONFIDENTIAL ~<

A RO B i 5

i o AR



Y 3

C oy LEry FTAAL

Iaelssuwwee 1C Cont'd -

© UHID flew over objective #2 and dropped 10 000 CS leaflets, 10,000
#137, and 5,000 #190, .

5 May 1966 ‘
Moved out with 2/18, 2nd Bde in Ben Cui Plantation swzep, .
6 May 1966
Returned with 2/18 and 1st Bde to Tay Ninh,
_ TOTAL LEAFLETS FOR OXERATIvI AED THEIES
Fhase I 24 April - 50,000 .%p—"93 Zafe Conduct Passes
25,000 #137 Surrender Instructions
25,000 #151 Unable to Fight On Our Terms
| Phase II 25 April 50,000 #S5p-093 Safe Conduct Passes

25,000 i18¢ Get Smart
25,000 i#191 Unable to Fight On Our Terms

26 April 25,000 #185 Stop Fighting
10,000 #192 Rally
19,000 #Sp-093 S+fo Conduct Fosses

27 April 20,000 i#137 Swrrender Instructions
19,000 #Sp~893 Sofe Conduct Passes

26 April 20,000 #137 Surrender Instructions
10,000 .mericans Are Hero to Defsat the Ve
5 000 1st Div food (uy
20,000 #1952 Rally
19 000 #Sp-893 Safe Gonduct Passea

25 April 40,000 #1953 Assist tho GVII

30 Aprid 19,000 #5093 Safe Conduct Passes
20,000 #1 66 Get Jart
20 000 if137 Survender Instructions
20 000 VC. lifo Vs AWVII Life

1 May 25,000 FOO5 CHIEY HOI
2 May 40,000 #100 CIIIEU HOI
10,000 #969 Intalligunce
5 May 50,000 #Sp-893 Sofe Conduct Passes

50,000 ."137 Surrondor Instructions
60,000 #003 We Aro Everywhore
40,000 No Scfe Haven

10,00C CS

10 000 /137 Surrender Instructions
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TAPES iND THEMES

Phase II 27 April 1,5 Hrs Tape #39 Chieu Hoi
_ 28 April 1.5 Hrs Tepe #8 Chieu Hol , ; :
29 Aprdl 3.0 Hrs Tape #38 and #58 Chieu Hoi I
5 May 2,0 Hrs Tape #8 Chieu Hoi ','r
TOTAL 8.0 Hre Tape ‘
s
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: 'DEPARTMENT Cr THE ARMY

- HEADQUARTERS 2D BRIGADE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
- APO U.5. FORCES 963)5
Av-ae I | 7 June 1966
SUBJBCTs Combat After Action Ropowh {MAC /RCS/U3/32)
(Operation BIRMINGHAM)(U) ’ o

THRU'S Commanding General
) 1ot Infantry Division
© AITN: AVID-T : '
- APO U.8. Forces 963U5

¥

: ¢
US Military Assistance Command, Vietnanm
ATI: 3321 :
APO U.S. Porces 96243

1. (U) NAME AND TYPE F OPERA™(N: Operation BIRMINGHAN,
Brigade Search and Destroy Operation.

2. (U) DATES OF OPEL.TIONt OB1L30H May ~ 1SILLSH May 66 (2d
Brigade participation)e ;

3. (C) GENERAL: Operation BIRMINGHAM was initiated by Headquarw
ters; 1st Infantry Tivision OPGRD 8-66 (BIRMINGHAM) dated 191200H April
1966, The original plan for this operation envisaged the employment of
only two Brigades, the 1st and 3rd Brigades, However, on L May, the 2d
Brigade was ordered into the ogeration ar. 1 in TAY NINH Province, 31st
ARVN DTA. Entering combat on 8 May, the “rigade assumed command of
forces at BASE IV, a critical cross-road: menaced by sizable VC forces.
Once the VG threat subsided, 24 Brigade's area of operations shifted tc
BINE DUNG Province, 32d ARVN DTA. 24 Brigade OPLAN 6~66 1ssued 072300H
May, bacame OPORD 9-€5 at 0912077 May 66. Operating under this order,
2d Brigade moved to AU TIENG c: 10 May. ™e Brigade tactical plan for
this portion of the operation c:1led for = attack SE along the cast
bank of the Saigon River toward the IR(N ~IANGLE. .

_ Throughout Operation BIRMINGHAM, the 2d Brigade maintaimed -
s Repid Reaction Force that could be employed in the event an element
of the Brigade mads contact with a major VC force. )

The operation was conducted in six phasea. Ses paragraph b.
During these phases, 2d Brigade was never cut of ranges of its DS Arte
1)lary, which provided continuous support during the operations 24
Brigade participation in Operation BIRMINGRAM was conducted uider lst
Infantry Division contrel. Operations were in comjunction with 3xd Bri-
gade, 1st Infantry Diviaion, conducting similiar type operations in

the same genere]l aved.
&« Reporting Officers Cr. A.E. Milloy, Owdg
bde Task Organisetion: (Indtial)
32 Ifi Lt ColRL.Prillessn, Cadg’ ©
2/16 Inft 1t Col W8, Hethmmy, Ondg
128 Infs It Col ER.X Murten, Cmig
328 Infs It ool B, M |
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2/18-Inft 1t Col W. McCrystal, Cmdg

1/l Cav: Tt Col L. lewans, Cmdg

8/5 ketys It Col J.R. McGiffert I, Cnmdg
1/5 Arty (DS)(Reinf): Tt Col D.C. Rogers, Cmig
Brigade Troopss
HHC 2d Bde (-)
‘ 2d P1t; 1st MP Co
b () IMELLIGENGE: . .

a. Available information prior to commencement of Operation
BIRMINGHAM indicated that a VC buildup wi: in progress within Zone Ce
The 271, 272 and the 273rd VC Regiments wore reported, from various
sources, to have moved from Zone D to unkaown locations in Zone Ce
COSVIN Headquarters was also reported in the operational areas Other
information consisted primarily of reported enemy installations anmd for-
tifications. All in":1ligence 'rformatics initially came from G2, ist
Infantry Division. :

b. Enemy Si.‘buation.s No major engagements between -large VC
units occured during this operation. The VC conducted harrassing and
defursive tactics, employing mines, booby traps and sniper activity to

protcct their installations. Significant installations discovered durw: .

ing the operation included:

(1) Recon Flatoon, 1/2 Infantry at 091LLOH May, located
a base camp/commo center vic XT297697, Two rifles, a PPG 4O, LOmm roce
ket launcher and a document containing uncoded communications informae:
tion were capturede The corplex also contained a radio of unknown nom-
enclature believed to have been destroysd by SA fire. '

(2) C 2/18 Infantry lccated a VC base camp at 120900H
May vic XT550391 containing a weapont cache of 23 US Cal 445 pistols
(pistols were wrapped in water proof :.per marked "To South America'),
25 P38 pistols,IR Cal ,22:eingleshot Rusmian Rifleq, £.Cal +22magasine
loaded Csech rifles, 92 mines, grenades amd booby traps and 250 41b
blocks of TNT. 25 bicycles and 150 uniforms were also discovereds Doc-
uments in the complex indicated the ¢-mp was occupied by D963 Bn which
changed its name to Group L8 in 1965.

¢. Portificationss No significant fortifications were found.

de General: The area containe” various small supply caches,

generally located near populated areas ai well defined trails and
streams, These appoared to be defended b guerrilla or local forve units
soting as caretakers. Two villages, vic XT$30580 and XT5853L0, were be-
lileved to be undor VC control along with the plantation vic X o

(he VCC stated that tho plantati~n owmer w~s a VC who provided jobs dur=
ing the day for the . and gave .iem miss -ns at night, The majority

of ura surrounding pooulace sec.: to bo i .pathetic towards the VC.

e. Psy War/Civil Affairs: Civic action given on Operaticu
BIRYT)GHAM was primarily in the mediocal field., Six medical patrols and
e Yarge sick call were conducted for a total of 1,350 psrsams receiving
symplomatic treatment, Psyehological opsrations were conduoted during
the seisure and soarch af the village of BEN SUC (XTS8035). Airborne
loudspsaker appeals were used to move the entire population (approximately
700) out of the village, to facilitate the search. Quce assembled, the
popalacs vas treated by the medcap team and spoken to by the Vietnmmsee
Provinoe Chief, BING DUQNO Pravince. The 8-5, TRI TAM District, sssisted
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2/18 Inft it Col H. McCrystal, Cmdg

P

1/l Cav: Lt Col L. Lewans, Omlg
8/5 Artyt It Gol J.R. MeGiffert 1T, Cmdg
1/5 kety (DS)(Reinf): Tt Col D.C. Rogers, Cmdg

W

Brigade Troopst

B

HHC 2d Bds (=)
24 P1t; 1st MP Co

L ot

£

_ ke (C) INTELLIGENCE: - ‘ .

-

a. Available information prier to commencement of Operation

1 = BIRMINGHAM indicated that a VC buildup wi- in progress within Zone C.

i The 271, 272 and the 273rd VC Regiments wore reported, from various

{ sources, to have moved from Zone D to unkaown locations in Zome Cs

% i COSVIN Headquarters was also reported in the operational area. Other

§ information consisted primarily of reported enemy installations and far-
- tifications. All in :1ligence 'n fomaticr, initially came from G2, lat
= Infantry Division.

be Enemy Situation: No major engagements between -large VC
j wits occured during this operation, The VC conducted harrassing and

I defensive tactics, employing mines, booby traps and sniper activity to .
SR protcct their installations. Significant installations discovered dur- -
ing the operation included:

(1) Recon Platoon, 1/2 Infantry at 091LLOH May, located
a base camp/commo center vic XT297697. Two rifles, a PPG 4O, LOmm roc=
ket launcher and a document containing uncoded communications informae -
tion were captured. The complex also contained a radio of unknown nom=
enclature beligved to have been destroysd by SA fire.

(2) € 2/18 Infantry lccated a VC base camp at 120900K
May vie XT550391 containing & weapone cache of 23 US Cal Ji5 pistols
(pistols were wrapped in water proof :.per marked "To South America'),
25 P38 pistols,I Cal ,22:eingleshot Rusadan Riflcd, 2.Cal .22magaz1ne
loaded Csech rifles, 92 mines, gj‘&*tade‘s 2nd booby traps and 250 pel
blocks of INT., 25 bicycles and 170 miforms were also discovered, Doc-
uments in the complex indicated the ¢:wp was occupied by D963 Bn which
changed its name to Group L8 in 1965,

c. Mortifications: No significant fortifications were found.

d. Generalt The area contained various small supply caches,
generally located near populated areas a:-i well defined trails and
streame. These appeared to be defended b gusrrilla or local force units
] asting as caretakers. Two villages, vic XT530580 and XTS853L0, were be-~
1ieved to be under VC control along with the plantation vie X
(ne VCC stated that tho plantati~n owner w2s a VC who provided jobs dur
ing tho day for the . and gave .hem miss -ns at night. The majority
of ura surrounding pooulace seer: to bo :. .pathetic towards the VC.

6. Psy War/Civil Affairs: Civic sction given on Operaticu
BIRYT'GHAN was primarily in the modical field, Six medical patrols and
oane Yarge sick call were conducted for a total of 1,350 persons receiving
sywplomatic treatment. Peychological operations were conducted during
the seisure and search of the village of BEN SUC (XT$80335). Airborne
loudspeaker appeals wers used to move the entire population (appm::l-w

700) out of the village, to facilitate the search. Once assembled, the
populsce was treated by the medoap tesm and spoken to by the Vietnamsse .
Provinoce Chief, BINO DUGNG Provinos. The 8-5, TRI TAM Distriot, sssisted
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the effort. Coordination was uchieved th ough MACV Adviso:y'ream #o1

nt DAU TIENG, An extensive printed media, psychological campaign was
~"vcted in support of the Brigades action. The leaflet drops were

,con +olled and supervised by the Division @-5 and attached Psy War units.

5. (C) MISSIMNS:

-

W

a. 2d Brigade assumes command of forces at BASE IV, defends
BASE IV, prepares for operations to north (8-9 May).

be 2d Brlgade conducts cordon and search , search and destroy
operations vic BASZ II and SE to (ojective 21 (10-15 May)e

6, (C) CQNCEPT OF CPERATIONS: '

-t ae Maneuvers This operation was conducted in six phases as
“ . follows:

. . Phase Tt A verbal order issued on L F’ay, initiated this
phase of Operation BIRMINGHAM, On 5-6 May, Brigade Headquarters (~) and
. Inf moved to BASE I located at TAY NINH airfield and began planning
_for Brigade's deployment in Operation BIRMINGHAH

Phase II: A verbal order issued on 8 May, sent the 2d
Brigade into combat at BASE IV, a critical crossroads 15 miles NE of
TAY NINH. Once operational, the Brigade assumed OPCQN of four Battalions
and began patrolling extensively from this site. A co-located fifth
Battalion (ARWN) worked with the Brigade in close coordination and co-
operatione

Phase IIIs OPCRD 9-66 anc FRAG 0 1 to OP(RD 9-66 were
publiahed on 10 May g¢, Bde conducted an :dministrative airmobile move
- to DAU TIENG airfields On arrival, two Battalions moved to assembly
arezs in sones, a third Battalion remained vic of airfield as Brigade
Rapid Reaction Forcee

' Phase IV: On 11 May, two Battalions attacked SE in zone
‘to seize (bjectives ALPHA and ERAVO, destroying VC forces, facilities
and bases enroute. The third Battalion remained as the Brigade Rapid
Reaction Force.

Phase Vi FRAG 0 2 to OPCRD 9-66. On 13 May, two Battalions
_continued to attack SE to seize Objectives 21 and 21A. A third Battalion
" was employed as the Brigade Rapid Reaction Force,.

Phase VIs FRAG O 3 to OPCRD 9-66. 2d Brigade elements,
redeployed from Operational Area by cir to PHU LOI where they hou'ded
trucks for & motor march to BEARCAT base camp.

be Fire Support: Fire support vas provided by Artillery, TAC
Alr aul UTTs. These were used for on call fires, and alse to interdict
VC concentrations and routes of withdrawal. The direct support artillery
battalion was reinforced by a 155mm/8" battery during & portion of the
opsration. As often as possibls, the Brijade maintained at least one
helicopter fire team on standby «t the Brigade CP to escort resupply and
Dust &f missions, provide air cover for ~onvoy moves and conduot exper-
fmental night recon flights with the aid ol Starlight Soopu.

7. (C) EXBCUTION:
a, Chronolvy!

24 Brigade received it Division OPORD 8-66 (BIR-
MINGHAM) . 2 and 2/18 Inf, ixigade uni.s to participate, began planmning.

23¢miz/lcmtucomumsomcnug:’m .11»

Bde), 238 Inf (attached to 3rd Bde upon arrival)
(attiched to 2/18 Int) departed base casp for Operation amnws.
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b May - At OLOBISH, 2d Brigade Teceived verbal orders from -

Division to ceass opcrations an be prepar2d-to move to BIRMINGHAM AO.
At O41120H, HHC 24 Brigade and 118 Inf we e ordered to move by air to
TAY NINH WEST airfield on 5 May and 6 May rcspectively. FPlanning for
movement continued.throughout the day. - '

S May - Beginning at 050835H, HHC 24 Bde was lifted to BIR-
MINGi:M AO by C~123 aircrafte A quartering party from 1/18 Inf accom
panied this move. At 051155H, final elements closed TAY NINH WEST, HHC
24 Brigade occupied a sector of the perimeter defense around TAY NINH WEST -
airfield (Division Base)e 2d Brigade began planning for employment in
subsequent phases of Operation BIRMINGHAM.

6 May - 1/18 Inf airlifted to BIRMINGHAM A0. Upon arrival,
Battalion was relezsed to Division Control, 24 Brigade was notified that
2/16 Inf and 1/5 Arty would come under its operational control for
next phase of the operation. Planning contimied. At 061530H, Brigade
CP left TAY NINH WEST and closed to n~7 location ESE of TAY NINH WEST at
061705H. At 061700H, 2/16 Inf, 1/2 Inf and 1/5 Arty were placed under
OPCON 2d Brigade. At 061800H, Brigade received Division FRAG O L6-66
(BIRMINGHAM). At 062000H, 2d Brigade published OPLAN 5-66 (BIRMINGHAM),
a contingency plan to reinforce TF HOLLINGSW(RTH during operations near
the Cambodian Border,

7 May = At 070800H, 1/2 Inf reverted to OPCON 3rd Brigade.
Throughout the day, the Brigade continued planning for future operations,
At 072300H, 2d Brigade published OPLAN 6-65 {BIRMINGHAM), a contingency
plan for operations SE in the MICHELIN Pla-iation Area. .

. . R Y

8 May - To counter VC threat NE of TAY NINH, 24 Brigade was
ordersd to move the 2/18 and 2/16 Inf to BASE IV and assume -command of
US forces there. ,2/18 Inf began moving to BASE IV at 081230H, rlosing
there at 081400H. Upon arrival of 2d Brig is Command Croup at 081430H, "
24 Brigade assumed control of 1/2 Inf and /4 Cav located at BASE IV. -
Close coordination ard cooperaticn with th+ 7th Battaliony ARVN Airborne
Brigade, also located at BASE IV, was effected. Movement of the 2/16
Inf was delayed untdl after extractiom . of 3rd Brigade from I2 to the
north, At 081725H, 2/16 Inf (=) commenced movement by helicopter to
block:ng positions N of SOUI DA. C 2/16 moved to position vic of Bri-
gade CP to assist in the defense of the Brigade CP. Artillery support
for operations around BASE IV was provided bty 8/6 Artillery (DS)e. lo- .
catod within BASE IV, and 1/5 Artillery (DS-Reinforcing), located at
the Artillery Base., Brigade CP moved to position east of SUOI DAe At ° -
081600H, Brigade received FRAG O L7-66 (BIRMINGHAM), direoting it to
conduct search and destroy operations in the MICHELIN Plantation Areas

9 May - During the evening of 8-9 May, maneuver Battelions e

of 2d Prigade defended their sector of *he perimeter around BASE IV,
ambush’ng extensively. At first light, Battalions sent out platoon and
company sized patrols within their AO. Patrols from 2/18 Inf, 2/16 Inf,
ARW T7th Bn and 1/L Cav ranged throughout their areas without contact.
In opeiations NE, Recon 1/2 Inf located 2 small VC village and later
uade contaot with VG elsments in a jungle communications complex, Tmp
50?191 M’&aﬁro&éd; e «:i. . . Recon 1/2 Inft
suff:nd 1 KIA and™3 WIA in this actior. while killing 1 VC (BC), capture
ing 1 ~arbina, 1 recoiless rifle and 1 SMi. Pighting at times was at -

. very close range. Recon maintained contact with the VC for 80 minutes.

Moanwhile, B Inf was callsd upon t0 mareuver SW to NB and engage the
retreating VC on their flank, Before elements of 1/2 Inf could link up
contact had been broken by the VCo B and Rucon 1/2 Inf then joined to- -
¢othcr ~.d continued to patrol thoir sector throughout the night without
furt.~r contact, During the day, ths 7th (RW Bsttalion was airlifted
from BASE IV and soctors of responsibility within the perimeter were
odjusteds 8/6 Artillery, which hed baen-IS to 2d Brigade, moved during .
the day t0 the Artille:y Base and rev o a 08 misaions . 1/5 Arte
41lery remined DS from the Artillery Base. At night, Battalions estab~
Jished 11 smbush sites without contacte At J91200H, OPLAN 6-66 (BIRMING-
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HAM) becams OPCRD 9266 and FRAG O 1, reflecting attachment to 1/2 Inf :
for operations in MICHELIN Area, was J.ssued. 1

: 10 May - After ambushing exi:nsively all night without cone
tact, 2d Bde units Pdtracted~thelr  ~mbush sites at first light and be-
gan preparing for an airmobile move to DAU TIENG airfield and subsequent
offensive action to SE« Bv 100720H, Recon and B 1/2 Inf, which had cone
tinued to patrol NE during the evening without contact, had returned to
BASE IV. With 1/h Cav securing the P7, 2d Brigade units commenced move-
ment to DAU TIENG. Upon departurse of the last helicopter from BASE IV,
1/l Cav returned to Division controls Upon arrival at DAU TIENG, 1/2
Inf received a mission change and reverted to OPCON 3rd Brigadee By 10e
0938H, 2/18 Inf and 2/16 Inf had closed at DAU TIENG airfield and had
moved SE in zones, conducting detailed searches along their routes into
RON positions. At 101500H, 1/18 Inf, whi:» had been OPCON 1st Infantry
Division, reverted to 2d Brigade control and began to move to DAU TIENG
closing there at 101710H. Upon arrival, they assumed mission of Brigade
Rapid Reaction Force, vic DAU TIENG airfield. '

11 May - Commencing at 110001H, 2/16 Inf moved from RON position
and surrounded the village of EEl TRANH, .t 110615H, Battalion began
a search of the village, collecting a totsl of 59 villagers. After
screening the villagers, i of them were considered VG suspects.and gvacuated,
While searching the village ; Battalion drew several rounds of SA fire )
" from a treeline to the southe A4t 1111LO0H, 2/16 attacked SE towurds Cbj= -
ectira BRAVO, securing it at 111610H. Bsttalion established RON position
and called for resupply. During resupply, Battalion received SA4 fire
from S & SE along with approximately 12 rifle grenades sustaining 3 WIA.
Gun ships were dispatohed and mortar fires placed on the source of this
fire. .Ambushes were then sent out by all 2/16 elements. While emplacing
an ambush north of THAN AN, C 2/16 engaged an unknown number of VG,
suffering & US WIA. ‘- Enemy casualtlies were unkneims In action to the .
east of 2/16 Inf, 2/18 Inf ambushed extonsiveiy during the .aght of 10-
11 May and attacked SE at 110800H May %6, towards Objective ALPHA. Dure
ing the day they located and destroye® 4.125 tons of rice and an old
base camp, By 111510H, they had secured Objective ALPHA and commenced
active patrol activity in the vieinity. Throughout the day, 1/18 Inf re-
mained Brigade Rapid Reaction Force.

12 May - Dur‘ng the night of 11-12 May, 2d Brigade units esw
tablished 12 ambush sites., One of th.se ambushes made VC contact om two
separate occasions. Under cover of darimeas, 2/16 Inf surrounded tie
village of THANH AN, completing encirclement at 120555H. Search of the
village began at first light. At 120620H, A 2/16 received SA fire scuth
of the village, suffering 5 WIA. Fire war returned with unimown-resylts.
At 120730H; Bn received SA fire from nori: of the village, US casualtiea
from this sniping were 1 KIA and‘l WIA. “.un ships were sent out to the
area but spasmodiac sniping continued thrrughout the morning resulting in
10 additional WIA. The intensity of this fire ordinarily increased when
Mod Evac helicopters landed to axtract wounded but by 121200H, all oac~
ualties had been extracteds Wiikin the village, 2/16 Inf found a uniform
factory with 100 black uniforms ln variou. stages of assembly, 75 tons
of rice, gome tunnels and tren:ii:s, soms . "dical supplies, and many pro=-
VC signs. At 121355H, the Dis.: st Advis -, District representatives,

8 lecal Psy War Team and CA reprssentatives of G-5 departed by helicopter
from (HANH AN whare they cstablished & collection and screening station
for “illagers. After assisting in screening 200-250 villagers, 2/16
moved into a series of ambush sites around the villager of THANH AN.

During tha day, 2/18 Inf conducted saturation patrolling to the
south, eest and north in sones. By 120700H, all‘ companies had established
patrol bases from which o conduct operations for the day. Patrols re-
ported small encounters with VC during the day, killing 1 VC (BC) amd
wounding 1 {Prob). At 120900H, C 2/18 came upon a large wespon's cache
at which fuel, rica, hicyolss, medical suppliss, miscellansous documsnts
md teo sampens were 4180 located. umazh.ﬁmfpamm e by
A claymore set off in a tres. The perrol suffered 2 US WIA, a third U8
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i WIA resulted from subsequent sniper fi-ing, Throughout the day, 1/18

Inf remained at DAU TIENG as Brigade Rapid Reaction Force, on two hour
: alert for employment as Division Rapid Reaetion Force and at varicus
times on alert to assist in the evacuiiion of dowred aircraft,

13 May - During the night of 12-13 May, 2d Brigade units es=
tablished ambushes vicinity AON positions. In the morning, Brigade
" assumed OPCON of 1/28 Inf and transported them into positions vicinity
Objective BRAVO, airlifted 1/18 Inf in%o positions of 2/18 Inf, and ex~
tracted 2/18 Inf back to BEARCAT base camp. During the day, 1/5 Arty
(=) Base and Brigade CP also displaced to new. locations morth of THANH
AN, A% 131130H, 2/16 Inf which Liad secured an IZ for the arrival of 1/28
? Inf continued their attack SE in zone. At 131307H, lead elements suf-
i fered 1 WIA from a claymore and made contcud with an unknown number of
VC. At 131720H, a small arms cache was located. VC sniper activities .
\ hindered the Battalions movement throughout the day. At 131130H, 1/18
| Inf began attacking SE in zome, At 131435H, 1/18 Inf made contact with
- unknown number of VC suffering 3 WIA from claymores and sniper activity.
An Alr Force Evac helicopter was requestec but came under heavy sniper
fire as 1% hovered over the pick-up area =nd began to lowsr a hoist,
The Alr Force Evac helicopter then aborte the evacuation attempte
Wounded were then taken to a distant clearing and evacuated by team ..
leader of UTT fire team. Sniping activity directed against Battalions
j conuinied throughout the afternoon. Throughout the day, 1/28 Inf pate
: rollei extensively in THANH AN area without contact. At night, however,

their perimeter was probed by VC force of undetermined size on two sep= -
j arate occasionss Results unknown, :

1 May - Under cover of darkness, 2/16 Inf attacked SE to
surround the village of BEN SUC. While moving into position to search
the village, a man in A 2/16 Inf Commsnd Group steped on a mine, 7 WIA
rosultede By 140720H, Battalion ha! svrrounded the village, which was
y protected by an earthen berm, barbed wire and a mine field, Perlodie
. SA and grenade fire were received frorm VC within, At 140830H, a Psy
: War team arrived and began broaccastin- for the inhabitants to evacuate
the villagee The Psy War effort was svccessful and villagers evacuated
s BEN SUC as ordered. At 1h1005K, a village elder led a patrol to the
' entrance of a tunnel network, protected by a fortified bunkere, A brief
fire fight ensued in which the patrol suffered 2 US WIA. Ths tunnel
network was explored for several hours without results., At 141025H, the
swoep of the village begane No arms or supply caches wers found, but
| 29 emplaced mines were discovereds At 141500H, Battalion moved to RQN
| position. At 1L0BOOH, 1/18 Inf sttacked &2 to surround village of SUOI
F CAT. Lead elements discovered two small base camps/food caches enroute
and on one cocasion made fleeting contact v_Lh a smell VC force. By
& 141515H, encirclement of village was complite, but search revealed vil-
; lage was partly burned and sparsely inhibi-ed. No arms or supply caches
; were founde Dwring encirclement, A 1/18 killed 1 VC (Prob)e Battalion

began moving to RN positions in late afternoon, closing there before
darke FEnaroute, the Bottalion diccovered e hase oamp and made contact
with three VC, While pursuing thim, lead =~ ments were hit Yty a clay-
mores 2 US WIA resulted. At 1:1310H, 4 1 .8 engaged 2 VC, killing one
{Prob). 1/°8 Inf patrolled vigoricusly arvund (bjective BRAVO during the
day lccating three extensive tunnel networks and destraying 15 sampans
a lar- - wheat and rice caci:y and considerable kerosene, Contact with QC
thre | out the duy was fleatinge

15 May - During ths evening of 1i-15 May, 2d Brigade units
conduct~d local patrolling and established ambushes vicinity Odjectives
BRAVO ani 21, € 1/88 { patrol suffered 1 XIA from friendly artillery
during tis night. Commencing at 150800H, 1/18 and 2/16 Inf were ex-
tractnd from a PZ vie jactivs 21 and airlifted to PWJ LOI. Prom PHO
LAT they moved by motor mprch back to base crmpe. Brigade Headquarters ()
we airlifted from FZ vio (bjsctive BRAVO to PHU LOY and from there almso
moved by motor mcrch back to base cawp. 1/5 Arty (=) and 1/26 Inf,
being lat Brigade m!tlhm airlifted directly to PHUOC VINH. During

,, the day, 2/36 md 128 bad no ¥C c ~tagt, Howsver, 1/28 Inf, which
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remained on Qa;]ective BRAVO unt:Y almost 131700H, endountered VC on
three separate occasions, capturing 1 VC, cill:!.ng 1 YC (BC) and woun=
ded 1 VC (Prob). WMiscellaneous supplies ::re also discovered Ly this
Battalion during the day. At 151610H, the Battalion began airlift to
PHTOC YINH by UH-1D, CH-47 and CHe3 alrcraft. Upon arriving at PHUG}
VINE, the Battallon reverfed to OPCN 1st Brigade.

8. (©) SUPP(RTING FORCESt

a. drtillerys 1/5 Arty, which was in Direct Support of the
23 Brigade throughout this operation, operated effectively. Oa one

_occasion, this battalion was reinforced by an 8" Battery from 8/6 Arty.

b. Adr Forces TAC Air was employed on both preplanned and
immediate targets. The Brigade ALO processed all air requests for the
Brigade and encountered no problems. The effects of TAC Air atrikes
were hard to guage, however, as troops usually did not enter all the
areas struck, Air Force rescue helicopters with winches were employed
on onme occasion without success as the henoopter was hit by SA fire as

he came into pick-up a casualtys’

¢e Army Aviations On four separate occasions, Battalions
moved by means of army aviatim. Movements mads were wsll coordinated
and effactively executed.

9+ (C) RESULTS:

S

a. 'rierndly Ioucu

e s 3

. WIAt 2%
b. Enemy Lossess

.- KIas 3 (BC)

P KIA: ral (Probg .
o b (Prod) ..
VOC: 1
vCSt 16
Rallierss 1 v
Weapons: 80 '
TNT Chargest 250
Miscellanacus SA Ammo
Booby Trapst U5
Greaades: 100 '
Bicycles: 25 & parts for making 75-100 more
Base Camps: 9
Hutst 3
Tunnel Complexest I
Several Trenches, Bunkers & Foxholas
1 Commo Center w/1 radio set, 1 headeet & 18¢ vire
Ricet 155.975 Tons
Tobaccot 1.5 Tons
Salts 5% Tons
Pearnts:s 2001be
250 Uniforms (Bllck)
1 Harness
1,110 gallons Foel
Kerosenst 10 gal
10 X 1O sheets of tin

2 qts Dupligating Ink .

1 Flashlight Battertes )

cellunecus ol:.aing, mec cal nnpnu, M lad
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10. (C) ADVINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a, Persomnel: o _ )

(1) Strength 23 April 1966 to L May 1966:

: . Combat Stre hi
Units Rear Detachmentss “~lor to Afte
=t == UT-%W e
2/16 Taf 209 to 170 ‘ 31 1 809 31 1 86
2/18 Int 190 to 258 % 2 823 39 2 837
BY7aty 10%.15 L1 1 L3 K5 b3

(2) Strength 5 May 1966 to 15 May 19661

Combat Strengthl

Units Rear Detachmentss Prior to After %z
HHC 2d Bde .as,to ok 25 ‘—gﬁﬂ 28 6 13
2/16 Int 218 to 259 37 1 8n 31 1 944
V18 Inf 355 to L19 3 883 3 2 9
2/18 Inf 236 to 307 38 2 8% P 2 875
BT iy 9 to 10 6 8 'S5 L7 0 197

b. Administrative Plans: Administrative plans and procedures
continue to be adequats. )

Ce I.og:lsties: The Brigade Trains consisted of the Brigade
8=l section (-) and attached Battalion Trains.

(1) Medical: The forward clearing station was operated
by Co B, 1st Medic Battalion with attached elements of the 93d Evacua-
tion and 3rd Surgical Hospital,

(2) Maintenances Contact teams of signal, automotive,
armament and small arms, provided hy Headquartera and Co A 701st Maine
tanmce Battalion,were adequate.

- (3) Supplyt Prescribod loads carried wers considerud
adequata, '

(4) Transportations Resupply withn the Brigade was
oonducted from the Division Log Base utilizing air donvory techniques,
Items mot available from the Division Log ‘ase were delivered to the log
Base trom Rase Camp utilising CV-2 sirorafl. .

() Class IIIt A1l Class IIT reqiiremsnts were $a21£42104
on a <l hour basis by the Division S&T Battalion.

1. (C) SPECIAL PQUIPMENT AHD TECHN .UES:

as Battalie~+ “raquently uncovered siseabls caches of ricoe
and cther foodetuffi ¢~ the jungle. Because of the sise and location of
these caches, it was ofter impossible to extract them by helicopler &:d
they ..ad to be destroyed in placs. Under these conditions, adequate
destruction of rice and Yocdstuffs was usually time consvring and re-
quired excessive mmounts of conventional explosives or special equipment.
One unit of this Birgads reported that, when time is oritical, detomation
of a claywore mins buried ¢loss to the bottom of the rice fascing up,
spread the rice over a sufficiently widerwrea that 4he cache was copsidered i
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b. Evacuation of wounded rsosonnel continued to be a pro- ol
blems Cnece contact had been made with the VC and the first US casualty $
taken, the ground Commander was all too frequently faced with the . {

choice of allowin: the VO to break contact so that he could call in a

med evac helicoptor, or using litter teams to carry casualtles forward
vhile attempting to maintain contact. By insisting that litters be carried
by company medics, company commanders within this Brigade were able to
maintain contact with the VC for longer periods of time after they had
received some casualties, This did not mean that they delayed calling

a med @vac helicopter, rather it meant that they continued moving whils
walting for the helicopter to arrive in the areas-

S0y
12. (C) COMMANDERS &ADI\QE? “Qn%éﬁéw f the statistical re=
sults of 2d Brigade operations is not truly indicative of the impact of
operations in the BIRMINGHAM 40. While the amount of supplies which
wore destroyed by this Brigede is imposing, the operation was even more
successful in light of the follewingt

a. In Phase ITI, the 2d Brigado reacted quickly to a changing
situation and stopped the planned attack of three VC Regiments in aa.
area NE of TAY NINH.

be In Phases IV and V, the Brigade deployed rapidly to DAU
TIENG. From there it moved southerly into an area never before searched
by US forces. Since GVN forces had not been in this area for over a year,
24 Bde operations”along the east bank of ‘the SATGON River were able to
ro-eetabliah government ccntaot with the village of BEN SUC.

13. (C) COMCTUSIONS AND LBSSONS LEARNED:

aes Conclusions:

(1) While relatively c.ccessful, guarch and destroy op=

"grations in the BIRMINGHAM A0 would have been even more successful had

battalions been able to reixra to areas f.hey had rapidly passed through
and conduct more extensive searches,

{2) The rapid displacement of DS Artillery by helicopter
to areas inaccessable by air contributed significally to the 2d Brigade's
freedom of movemsnt.

b. lessuns Leu?pds

QWL AW TVA N AL e

(1} Green troops have a teadency to fire toc soon when
cbserving a target, They must be indocirinsted to let the anmy get in
‘close with the idea of ¢ first round kill.

(2) When a break 1s planne during an operation, blﬁtalinm
should, if feasidble, have {ts own mess ha.’s. Two per Baitalions would
suffioe.

(3) One het meal each day would have 3 tremandous imract
on t.:: morals of troops and provide & break in the steady diet of *C*
raticay,

(a) Hot meals should be planned prior to each
operation to insure poper accountability for rations drawm,

(5) A minimmm of two messes should be utilised
prepare the meal. Unii meas psrsomel thouid accompeany the msal ¢o ine
sure proper distribution. Mess person—sl remain overnigll and go cut
o the morming extrection. i .

(o) T usa of Fior plates and plastic spocns re=
mcuomummsnmnmmu Trains, Y

) lavhr Trains are. uqniud for susiained opsretions .
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in the field. Battalion S-ii's should be able to draw from S&T in the
field to replace lost and/or damaged cruipment.' One of the most diffi=
cult problems is mead of -a lauwddryfacility t0 provide a steady rotae
tion of clothes for the units in the frieldse This should be located
within the -Trains area. . -

(5) Airmobile operatioms z~s getting better and better,
howover, they still require planning and an opportunity fcr ths ground
commander to coordinate with the 1ift cormander or a responsible repre=
gentative, sufficiently in advance to permit time for adjustments to be
madee

(6) Aircraft for resupply should be, in so far as possible,
kept separate so that units can resupply at a time most compatible with
each units tactical situation, One aircraft per battalion would suficee

(7) Too mary men evacuated from the field for necessary
but rinor medical reasons were evacuated all the way to the rear.

(8) In ths interest of the unity of effort and smooth
rasponsa to order, the tactical tailoring of units based on habimal
association is extremely desirable when praucdale. S e

(9): Comprehensive load lisf.s Yor all types of aircrart
are mandatory if the battalion 1s reacted rapidly and smoothly to an
order for an airmobils operatione

F(R THE COMMANDER3
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ellAUARTERS 3D BRICADE N,

lst Infantry Division
1 Yfianc

APO IS Porces 963.5
. . , une 1966
SUIJECTs Combat Operatimr After Action Report (MiCV/RCS/J3/32)

THRU: Commanding Ceneral. . ' h
1st Infaniry Livision ‘ \
ATIN: @3 . : \
APO US Forces 96345 ‘ X

20: Commandar
© US Military assistance Commnd Vietnam .
ATTH: J321 N
AP0 US Forzes 96243 : : :

1. N.M3 AND TYPs OF OPMRATION: Operation SIRMINGHAN - Search and Destroys-
i 24 DaTES OF OPmitniICW: 240700 april to 171730 May 1966, ‘ ‘
. 3, LOCATION OF QPR.TION: TAY SD Province and WAR ZONS C,
/e COMMAD HEADGU.KTFSS: 3d Drigado, lst Infentry Divisiom,
R 5, URIT OObLailhis: '

Urig Gen Jap.-s Hollirgsw.rth, Task Fcrce Hol)ingsworth -
Colonol Wil..am D Brodbeck, CO 3d Drigade

Lt Col Kyle W Scwle, 00 2/28 Infantry

Lt Col Lee .. Henry, Jr, 00 1/16 Infantry

Lt Col Jack . coan. 00 2/2 Infontry

Lt Col Rict :rd Prillaman, 0 1/2 Infantry

Lt Col Herlor McChrystal, €O 2/18 Infantry

Lt Col Rehert Haldane, (0 1/28 Infantry

Lt Col Frosk R Timme, 00 2/33 artillery

6, TaSK ORGA TEATION:

Readquart rvn 3d 5rd gade

2/23 Infn-*

1% Iafenry

1/2 Infantry

: 2/2 Intoory . \

E 2/33 InCuttry \
: /s Intntry . A

7. 3L FOAGS:
a. </33 wiillery:
\1) Sim of Poross Four J05am howdtser batteries, ¢wo E"‘

+ hewdtser batteries and Bwdq:-rtors Battury (=) in direct support of the 3d Brile
gade Task Fu'cu. One of ‘he JUSm batteriocs was attached from the 1/7 artillery

throughou! Ll operation. adother battery was attached from the 1/5 artillery fee »
a short poriod of times, Two 155m hadtser batterics from the 8/6 irtillery were °*

also in dlruct suppert of the 3rigade Tusk Foroe for a short period
HBea suarters Dattury (=), one J0Smm hondt. > battery, 1 eight inch
tery mnd one 175%m gun battery wore 13 suppurt of the LAl KHX base

(2) How and When Brployed:

&

time,
tasr Dake
N
\

ji
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P s s
L s AVID-WB~C - - 15 June 1966 .
_ j}mmcr: Comb~t Operctions .fter sction Repor {in.CV/RCS/J3/32)
s fa) the 2/33 artillery (-} zoved bv 130 aircraft from Lil KHE
to TaY oInH 3. ‘The battalion (=) was moved “rom TaY KL:H 3 into the operationsl
area by CH47. One bettery was moved dirsctiy frem lal EHE by CHL7 aircraft inte

the operational area.

(b) imring Operation DiiiliGHAM the battalion with attached bate
teriea exponded 25,721 rounds of 105mm ara 1,298 rounds of 155ma on a tocal of
3,504 separate missians.

(3) Results of Effectiveness: Throughout operations the fires of

| the battalion were accurate and violent. .ll wissions were accomplished in a
highly professional mannar. The battalion gaired much needed experience in Ai\)\-
mobile operations by displacing over 200 miles by air. although no large Viet'
Cong forces were encountarod the battalion with avtached batterics fired over
25,000 rounds on preparation fires for landing zones, preparation fires in support
of infantry plans, and known and suspscted VC targaets,

O TR SRR S R

N
be sir Force: The air Force flew 497 close air sorties in support of \
.the 3d Brigade Task Firece during Operation JIRMLIGHAM, Tweaty sortics were flewn
to prepare landing aones, The fighter sorties were flown as listed below: A

ya 2 Apr 1966 35 sortias

25 Apr 1966 21 sorties .

. 26 Apr 1965 36 sorties t
: 27 Apr 1966 24 sorzics
i 28 nns 1944 35 sorslea
P 29 Apr 1966 31 sorties
Lo 30 apr 1966 2L sorties
1 Y¥ay 1965 40 corties
/ 2 hay 1964 26 sortics
o 3 kay 1966 11 sarties
/ 4 liay 196 ) gurtics
/ 5 May 1976 21 sartics
6 lay 1%0 9 sortics
7 May Y ob 0 sortiss
8 kay 14966 42 sortius
9 lay 1360 6 sorties
10 Koy 7966 8 sortice
1l kay 1966 21 aortdes
12 ay 1966 29 sortiw
13 ¥ar 1966 2l sorties
U llay 1960 20 sortivs
15 Moy 1966 26 soprties

There were 1§ sorties usud as dmoudiate airstrikes supprossing salper
fire, The recaimd e of the sortiss were usud to destroy base camps, supply arcag
and to search for ;ossibla VC locations and buse camp areas, Thure were ug aige
niffeant elgvtinge or findings through the air support portian of Operation
DERNLUGHAR

¢. Amy alr Support: During Operation LIKMLUGH M the 3d Brigade Avistion
Section fiow a total of 515 missions for a totol of 307 hours, The section operated
forwvard muintenan.e elements at the Drigade Ti-4rs l:cation to accomplish daily
todntenance, The Nrigude Ava See scheduled two (i3S helicopters deily in support
of thw ops:ation. On future opsrations o mintrm of onw 04-13 for cach battalien
and ons Q=13 for Drigode Headquurters will be roquired., The 3d Brigade aviatien
Ssction cannot suppor’ this requiremsnt with current resources, No signiflcant \
tional probluss wire sncountered by the d Brigade aviation Section during !
. : MUI’%ILWl‘SAmOoinIBodeDdﬂthSG':éoortiutorltoulot
. 3.3 ha- which included 9375 passengers crd 453.1 tons of cargo.
/ 8. LIIIGACT:
a., Bstimat« of VC Strength: Intelligunct received on the eperational
‘ area, WAR ZOXE C, established it 08 a major VC logistical base, training ares
mmwawvcrou-u threv ma jor ‘nfiltsation routes along the
mm«wnnmwrasmﬂumva 10 GO WI9775, and XOM GIUA WI9769,
iastimtes of VC strength were not given; however, 00 information
wwnmusmmwnmm XTh284) a» the only confirwmed
2 ,
A A ORI | 3o .. k2 ST 5 -
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R

S URHGE AY00
: SUWLUL: Combat Operaticws aftur action Report (MACV/RES,e3/32) .

units in the operational arca. Possible units were two »nidentified battalions

[ (ATR168 a1 X12208)e Aeported uaits consist.d of three unidentified regiments,

[« {"’1‘2869, AT1767 and WI9677), the 512th battalion (XT0372), the 531st Dattalion
XTOL50) and €335 Company (XT2666),

: Other units that were roported as influencing the area of operations
'. as operation BIMMIJGILdi progressed were G40 Company (XT1943), 305th Regt {XT1868)a

Q763 and Q764 Regiments (VT9659, WI9659, Wi§858 and WIG756}s 60th Repiment (XTO: ,o),

70th Regiment (exact location unknown; however; L battalion was reported to be in
ro BIMH DUONG Province snd a second battalion from AT3389 to XT75685 and a third bate
‘ talion from X13389 to XT0976), and 72 Regiient balieved to be in the MLCHELIN
RUBBISR PlaiiTall0d area,

: OB information indicated the largest concentration of VG inst alLtiorB
such as base camps, storfage aread, medicel facilitlies, and producticn areas iR

the land mass between the RaCH C-ni BaG river and the RatHl Lsd Du idver (WI9757,
X20557, WIFT73 and XT0571)s \\

be Source of Intellizence Received Prior to the Operation: Headquaﬂe

Ist Infantry Division was the nrimary source of imtelligence information prior £
and during the opuration. OB information was given in the form of overlays and
proved to be a tremendous improvement over previous practices of producing detailed
lists of OB information which required posting and evaluation at Brigade level

,  pri:r to disseminution to unitse Paoto coverage prior to D-DiY for the raid on
sV headquarters was excollent <ln quality of photos and allowed sufficient ‘t,ime
Sor units to propose sand table- anA fom tho exemtion of *he rc'i d.

, ¢, Situation an iciputed in Objectiva Area: It was generally felt thab
the same situntion would be encountered as has been experienced in previous Pivis
- gion or Brigade size operations—-that the VC would not stand and fight due $o the
8126 of the force deployed, oxcept wheu trapped or to prosect important based ¢
. 4&nstallations, It was anticipated thot whe VC would use aines, booby traps angd
¢ gnipers extensively to nar2ss and delay the advence of US troops to allow tiwme

<

i / for evacuation of important installations and to aveld heavy engagemznts,

N

/ ds Situation Encountered Durding the Cperation: There was no majéy 23

/  tact made by elements of the 3d Brigade To.sk Fcz cey however, several Instances of

. contact were made by urnits on diucovery < base carps and other installatic:s a3

7 the personnel monning these installations i‘c b peor guard and harrassing acoien™y
The most bigmlicant ex‘vaﬂemcnts were nade by “the 1710 Inlontry in a base ¢ 8,38

vie XT002574 when they enbaﬂed a V¢ forco of 18 to 24 VCi The VC in this camp
were well trained aad docivive in theiy reactiens and defended tho camp and it&
¢ontents stutbornly until driven outs 4 VG had been po.»itioned ard tlcd in tricd
gear the camp to provide security and sniper firce Ths VC were driven froum the

4 camp to provide security and enipop fire. The VG were driven from the comp with

! & VC KIA (70), 5 VO KIa (Est), 8 VO WIA (Est) and 4 US XIa and soven (S Wlas Foup

‘. 1960 model Chicom 8mm bolt action ¥ifles wers captured, a large amcunt of medical,

' 6Upplies and docuzants were discovered upos Search of tne canp, The camp tensiste
cd of a hear*ly trenched and tumelled system to include five huts, Ths ¢azp had
uoL buen adc. uateiy prepared for ground defense althoush the trenches and tunnels

; did provide excellent cover {rom either artillury or airstrikes, 1 of the VG KIA

Wa. a Wedr. wad from the unusually large amount of medicines found in the eamp 3%

& peary to (e wwen an aid station,

2/23 Infa:.try made contact with an eat.i.mnted 25 VC in a tunnel and
P LA L Uae Tube afseracon of 20 el 1905, In engaging this VO
Lhcy Giscovered an ammnition storage area, However, it was late in thq
od th st.orage complax wog not fully exploited at that time, The tollmrm
m*y in making further search of the area encountered several booby
t.hn ra not been there warlier, This action of the VS gives an indicatign)
nltzvo security enjoyed by the VC in Wud ZOHE C as in most base camp come
icovered by US troops primary fortileations were for the protection from

-_,*
RIEEY.

ggsggﬁs

%ae

were encountered than had bewed

1

I
Ez

dn the Vi X026/, there were indicaticns of & mjor VC treine

&’n’n:;rotvmununm ummm
tiom mde of pilad aody

\

and not from the advance of ground troops, Outham:huboowtnp\.
anticipated,
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: at an 1% and later at 3d Brigude CP (XT0278) an extensive bunke? ang
. Lj \rench system was fourd by 2/2 Infantry from vic ATO20731 to ATO27380 along the
v ,1 wood line, although this trench and bunker systen did not show signs of recend
use and had prouvcbly been built for resist-nce to French paradrop technigues, e
t could have been fally successful in reoisting US heliborne operations had
it been properiy manned and had the VC chosen to fight in that particulap areay

: In the populated arecs soubhecst of ToaY WLiH City local operat;.om
gave evidence of V¢ contred of the loc.l populations .
Rosters of persons inhabiting the area wure found as well as 'exteti?é
sive amounts of propoganda material. It appeared that no large VG units wers ﬁl
the area, but that village ard hamlet government® were pro~VC, \

The 0B information provided by G2 1st Infantry Divisicn proved to ol
quite reliable informations Specif:r.c locations of bese ecomps and other instale
lations were not alwoys correct, but in arcas where 03 information held numeioud
installations ‘bhls always prOVed to be true.

. ~ .
o - Termin Fectures, Obstacles and Weather: Terrain in the area was®
B £lat land with gentle slopes, with the exceptdon of WUI Ba Diil Mountain (XT20 T}y
Host elevations were less than 50 meters. io operailons were carrded on in tr\a
vicintty of NWUI Ba DEN Mountain so it was not a hincerance but rather anaid 3g:
adr ~nd land navigation as a very distinctive terrain feature,

Nense Jungld area interepersed with ries paddiss, stream areas,

anc; som jungle clsarings which provided nalicopter landing zones was the typd of
terrain sancountered in the area north of T.d NLMH Civy,

[ N
! Terrain in tic area soutiwast of Ta¥l NILH City was flat paddy area:
except for ubber plantatdon and . o «auicr .’ pascies of jurgle, \
/i Natural obstacles in the arca were the RaCH Cal BaCH and RaCH Bl m
- Rivers which were too desp in nost places to be forded., VC fisld Lorvificat?d
E / vena primarily trench:es and protective shelter {roa alrcralt raidse \

3 Weather during the early part of Operation BIRMIEGHAM w3 hot, d“}'

- 'and hurddg howsver, he monsocn rains began on about 6 Moy 1966, Weather precit™ "d
/ %he accarplishment of the raid by Task Forco Hollingsworth on the repoited dag i

2 of QUSVN Headquarters as driving rains rcsvricted the use of helicoytor..oma W\

ecpamtions, : \ \

9. MISSTUN: From lst Im‘antry Division QPORD 8-66 (Operation BIRMINCHAM)
(U)y dnted 1,200G april 19663

da% "nfentry Division incconjunstion wmith ARVN IXI Corps conducts opeite
tions deup dnto WAR Z0:E C to locate and destroy VG forces and base camps during
tie perdod 24 4pril to 7 May 1966,

de .4 uragade:
(1) attaehrds 2/12 Inf on 23 inr 66,
t4) L airncolle company IS uffestive 23 apr 66,
,  Contiucy Indtial almiohils agsault dnto A0 FORD from lul KHB

o 2y apr © Lih 1 dnfastoy bactalion and 1 artillery battery.

%) Deplay Bde (=) to TuY dlun * | M0 atrarcft on 24 Apr 663
tatralece o forzes dnto au Mo,

vt fcadiced socarch ard deutroy oparctlons in A0 FORD,

: \5) On order canduot search :ad destroy operations in A0 OLDSMOBILE
and PLOGOUTH,

@lhour s
(o) Hove 1 rifle company from battalion remaining at L.l KGE fog the

dofense of <t 10Y cq 23 apr 66, On arrival this conpany attached to Div Axty £
“. defenss otPHUIOI. d

Coordinating Instructions:
{2 Submit ‘airoraft requirements to this headquarters ASAP,

Authority groated to mmeoqnnymu-m
with existing directives, e

Be prepared to relewce ) infanl:y battalloi as Division res¢rve

A
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/ {3) Driguues responsible Sor providing artillery advisordes to
I £/ army aircraft,

(4) A quartering purty will Le wwved to Ta¥ wLiH 3 airfield on
2y april to recedve the road movement elemeats {rom base comps.

10, COCSPT OF QPouwIIOmb>: From 3d iirigads OPORD 8-66 (Operation DIHMLHGHAM)
= (U): \.

a, Concept of Op«.ratlon.. 3d rigede TF moves by grownd and air\to
40 FORD on 23 Apr 66 end 24 imr 66 to corduct S&D operations cgainst VC forces '
and installations, TF VaNGUARD prepositions at LaU TISNG on 23 april 1966 and \
is attached to 3d Brigace upon arrival, T¥ LuVIL conducts an airmobile assauly \ \
vic BaSE 1 to establish Brizade base followed by an airmobils assault by 2/18 \
to secure DaSk 3, Bde (=) moves by C130 to TaY¥ Jind 3, transloaus to UdlD and CHe\
47 helicopters for moveuwont of 1/16 Inf to B.SE 3 and 2/33 arty (~) and Bde CP to
, DiSE 1, B Btry 1/7 arty moves by CHA7 fram AU TIENG to LuSE 1. 1/16 Inf and gl N\
’ 2/18 Inf on order conduct coordinated S&D in 40 MiRCURY and LINCOLN, 2/2 Inf conm
' ducts independent company sizs operciions in 40 COMET and FALCON. adr Force only
for preparation of 1i's vic LiSE 1 and BuSE 3. Thereafter IS battalion supports
trom BaSs 1, GS from DaSL 2, CaS preplanned and on call.

, b, TF DEVIL:

. , B i T
rka e e L Sy PO R $ 3 2
"gwe‘gt;/;gwd;&é'uqr,—:ﬁ: 5:”" LSRR R

LY

, (1) dcleass B Btry 2/33 arty upon arrival of' commnd group 2/33
,‘sl‘tj" J:\k- BuSE lo

(2) .0n crdur bu prepared to revert to, Divizion Reaerve wit-b&ll

ce 1/16 Inf: S&D in 40 MERCURY on order, .
. de TF VallGUARD:

(1) Sesure BaSE 3 tfor landing of 1/16 Inf.
(2; S«D in 40 LINCULI on order.

(3) b DBtry 1/7 Arty detached upen departure from DuU TIENG,
e. 2/28 Inf:

(1) Conuuct operaticns along Hwy 13 on 23 Apr 66 for paasage of

1 ﬁoﬁr.

Brigade Tiains,
(2) Lal kHE base camp sucurity force,
f. 2/3:‘) M’ty‘: fﬁ. )
ge B Diry 1/7 arty: . N
" (1) HMove from DaU TLLC to ISE 1 by CHA7 oa 2 apr 66,
(2} Upon arrival in BASE 1 attached to 2/33 arty, '

- he DL Co st Engr Bn: Provide engineer cdemo teams to vach infantry
bat.talion loss LuJ RHE b w9 camp security force,

i. Uu-) Tmim \
(1) Move by motor march to PHU 10I on D-1 to arrive NLT 1530 hra. -
(2) attached Div Arty on arrival for motor march to 40, AN
J. Coordincting Instructions: \

(1) Tho 2/z inf amd 1/16 Inf will leave behind at Lal KHE a

wnimm 07 one 8lwm mortar and crew per company and a apnimun of two 4.2 inch
. wrture.

(2) Duparting units submit their at'\V-bahmu faxhole .tx'ength
O Diigude w3 Nodk 234200 apr 66. ‘
(3) all pursounel will carry protective mask,

:4) wacn VU contact 18 mde, all efforts will be made to fix
i ) ot Y ey foreu,

éE' D-MaY 48 2 nprdd 1944,

6) Infantry battalions when under [dvision control will sube
wit written uoily sitreps to arrive at Division NIT 2400 hours sach day.

~ (7) Rice caches will be destroyed on approval this boadquaerl.

W, o LTION:
/
h 71.. 3d DBrigade Tuk Porce initiated Opemt.ion BIBMINGHAH at 2h0700 April
r! 1966 witl the 1/16 Infantry, 2/2 Infantry, 2/18 Infantry and 2/33 Artillery. Tho\
! 3d Drigad owummudbycmmmntmmmtoasmamucn!
/ % z/mthmm&%duuasmmmMTMwbw\

- ;ouz.umlmzlzmwoomm;huw-mnmmoxzm
-§9.AK2200605 and secured that area for ik

A.;..-w— - Pyt ey
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2/'.18 intraors ewncueted a noiiberie wesiidt fnto LoV AU0 E39D shae sooures this
g s crea for the landing of the V16 Infuntyy oo the .rigoue €2, Tho 1/16 Infintry f
11’/ wevad by air into LZ vie LiC4a%98. Sue 2773 wartillery ioved ) botbtory by CHET to ‘
BuSE At 1 vie XT10060Q, 1 attached batiery froa Yas /7 ariilery moved iato
DASE AREA 3 ot XT830570, The remaining « uwente moved by C.20 ~o the DMvision log

Base vic Ti¥ SLOI 3 XT1C:10Y.

On 25 april at 08GO hys B 2/2 infantry and € 2/2 Tnfentry conducted S&D
frou their RO position to XT080585 and XT078600., a 2/2 Tnfontry, battalion CP . \
and B Battery 2/33 artillery remained vie XT1I2504, ab 251230 April 4 2/2 Infantry |
bepan moveuwent by UHID to vic Brigade CP. at 251325 & 2/2 Infantry closed vic \
Brigade CP and assumwd seeurity of the 3rigade CP. At approximately 251245 April
the 2/2 Infantry begen to &&D to tne west vie X7055595 arriving Drigade CP locae {
tion at 251545 with negative contact. The 1/16 Infantry dispatched 3 platoon si‘ze\
patruls at 250700 april to the following locations: 4 1/16 Iaf at XT020583, D
1/16 Inf at XTO42595 and € 1/16 Inf at XT028563. At 250835 ipril 4 1/16 Infantry .
patrol made contact with 2 VC viz XT050590. In the fire {ight 1 VC was WIA and
his weapon captured, it 1025 hrs D and C 1/36 Infantry began to S&D to the north
to vie XTOL2595 and then west. 4 1/16 Infantry remained in vie of HON position -
providing security for the Drigade CP. 4t 1325 hrs a 1/16 Infantry was rolieved S
of the missicn of Drigade secvrity and moved out to foliow 1/16 Infentry (-). &b ~
0900 hrs 2/18 Infantry bogan to S&D to the following locations: i 2/18 Infantry
X7777002, D 2/18 Infantry £7708618, C 2/18 Infontry XT99:912. battelion CP aoved
with . 2/14 Infantry. Thers was nagative comtact. at 1930 hrs 4 2/18 Infantry
suffeced i KIA from sniper fire vic XT002527,

On 26 april the 2/2 Infantry conmductsd local patrols vic Brigade CP.
At 261017 aprdd G 2/2 Infantry patrol found 1 ton of rice vie XTO45559 and 1/2 kon
of rice vie XTI00829, 4 2/2 Infaniirs zo*rol destroyed a tumnel vie XT043517 at
1123 hrs, a 2/2 Infantry found 2,20. ;c.nds of rice, numerous picks and some fis
vic X1043592. At 1800 hre € 2/2 Infantry Idund and evaciated 1 ton of rice vie .
, XT012572. At 1835 hrs © 2/2 Infantry linked up with 1/15 Infentry and closed into
* wvicimdity Brigade CP. .% 1955 hrs A 2/2 Infantry fired on appraximately 10 VC vie
/  XT028585 with negativ: results  The 1/i6 Infautry conducted 84D operctions to the
weat at 250940 april. & 1/ Tnfantiy found an old hase camp vic ATO0LS90, This
|  ecamp contained severzl faxhol:s, 2 huts, 150 pounds salt ard 30 pounds ric¢, . The
, galt, rice cid hubs vere destroyed., is 1/16 Infant:y continued thoir S&D cpera=
; ticns B Company fourxi a way-station vie WI988599 which could :ccomodate 100 pers-ns
and contained e kitchen, several huts and several bunkers whi.i wore destroysd.
/ Indications were that this camp had been recently used. at 1230 hrs B Compeny 1/16
Infantry found 3,000 pounds rice and 50 pounds salt vie WI981595 which was dsow
/ troyed in plice. st 1300 hrs C 1/16 Infuntry mals contact with an sstimsted é VC
vic XTC0357., and beyan to pursue, is the pursuit continued, C Company ran into a
VC base cum vic XT003574 which was defoended by an estimsted 20 VO, & violent
fire fight usvelopud and ¢ 1/16 Infantry wmaneuverod against the VG force, Realige
dn; that thev wepe ocutnumbered the VC withdrew to the southeast. artillery fire
and airstriicy wers called in behind the VO, Contact was breken et 1,30 hrs, €
SHH Imfan LIt LG T MO and 4 BLh, Thie VO suifered 5 hIa (5C), § KLi (Pe3) .
and 7 WIa (Pos). also 4 weapons wers captured, This base camp contained s trenc.
g ter 14w a3 biaaers, a blackboard, medical supplies and documents were

\

oo niny’ * Nase camp. The caup was destroyed and the supplies and dotue

LNL8 wusy o ucucted, ab 19C0O hrs 1,/]6 Infart.ry cloced into their RON positionn \
VAR v L GTE, 2 ab XTOL372 and € Lad Headquartors at XTO15575. at 260810 \
Soam e nv b wSte begen to &I to the west, At 0950 hre C 2/7¢ Infoentry \
Lovsiven B ir, from vie W19, Wra vas reinrrad with wmbinewn Clsulta, At .
1130 hrs o . . Infaatly becams engaged with en estimated 7 VG and at 1145 hrs

2/18 Infant: - was ordered to move D 2/18 Infantry closer to ¢ 2/18 Infantry. The
2/18 Infar*+y was later im.:-ucted to mow west and soarch the cast bank of the
siver the- 1y, Whils searching this area b 2/18 Infantry received SA and M79 .-
fire frov  oo3u cump vie WI995622, it 1213 hrs C Company suffered 1 WIA and

2 KXu from s fire vie WI992618. The VC that were engaged with U 2/18 Infantry
droke contact at 1307 hrs. it th's time elements of D 2/18 Infantry commenced

to search the base camp vic XT996622. The camp contained 1 bunier and 4 huts,

B 2/18 Infantry suffered 1 WiA from 479 grenade duiing the search of the camp
complex. The estimated VC forwe in the canp whea D 2/18 Infatiry arrived was 20,
This action resulted in 1 VC kX4 (BC) and an estimated 3 VC Kia and 3 VC WIA, &b
1350 hre B 2/13 Infantry found an elaborate base camp vic WI990622, This camp was
capabls of accomodsting 300 persons and eantained & bicyels repair shop, mediesl
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~that cmta..\.n..‘ untfoums, kitchens, 20 tens of mico, 25 hops, 25 chickens, 3 bicye

‘ 3 June 19¢
oA Gortiet Operativas after nctioid Jeport (MaSY/RS 43 °32) .
facilitic, F77 cage, prutical indo % diw:is foc L7y are 2 ounuize of doc.m::“s& ‘
ot 138 nra A 2/18 Infantiry destroye. 7.7 fors of rice visi ‘9c‘6” AU ST oy, &
¢ Cumpany desiroyed 25 ton3 of »hoe  on w9038, Wl M2 hrs 2/28 Irfontry made

contact with an estimteu 25 VO who were i the trees and ou uh» ground, The area

was a small tunnel systew and rice cachie vic WT93552). T‘w Ve fled to the south

and ran into D 2/18 Infantry which was diotking vi: WIQE<r,, A3 a result of this
action 4 2/18 Infantry killed 1 VC by bo.y count and sGffcied 1 hIa £0G S Wlae

Whilo in their blocking position 5 2/18 Infunt:y wicvoversd a VO amnnition ared

which contained one 250 b baub, sixtern €Cui cortar vounds and & quuntity of T
smll arms ammwition. at 1805 hrs elémerts of 2/18 Infantry were 5till in Cohe N
tact with the VC, .t 2030 hrs casual:ies of 2778 irfunt:y were evacuated and at
2100 hours all of 2/18 Infantry was in RON position with a and D ao wT98262l, C
at ‘v"‘99862.3 and headquarters at XTOH 1625, In cudltion to the ground actlf.n, “\ N
nunercus sirsirikes were callad in uwuring the cay an sxtencive use was nada Of ) . (J
artillery suppert availabls,

On 27 April at 0900 hrs the Brigade CP and 2/33 Artillery (=) began . \\ .
movenent to vie XT023645 by CH4T. 4t 1020 hrs a (47 was hit by saiper fire vi€\
XT0357 wounding ona of the pilr 8, Thu 272 Infantvy on 27708 april began to Sub

to Lhe south of their RON posi:lons <lony; the river. &% 0310 hrs B 2/2 Infants : ‘
found 1,6C0 1bs of rice vie XT )1,5565 which was evacusted, At 0918 hrs 3.2/2 Ing h
went to X10)4594 where thay found a rice cache on 26 aprd) ond discovered that the ~L
rts hnd been removed during the m.b}d,.. 0o Cy30 },.'r- H 20 atanbry received Sa T Y
Lire {0 endpers vie XTOL35:0, o 277 Irfant=y [ouk wn.l nnder fire with negae . i
tive rosudis. D Company returned to 1'u lwm :J"“ :\-\.» At 31204 hea with a0 mﬁ;her

contact, st 1600 hre 272 Trfartyy boooe ced oot by Uiy bo vk X1022843 and o

¢losey this area at 1720 hvs, Upon c.losurs 2/2 Infantry moved to their RON '

positian vie XTO35845 anu losed thai area as 1800 hra 27 april. at 0800 hrs a -
patrol from C 1/15 Infantry ford a l-ase e viz X553 vhich contained 8 b R B R
ang a trench system, 3 m2a werv geci leuv’ 15 the wowp, Th vy were taken under .
fire with negative resul's, at 1100 hic 1414 Irfenty moved by UHLU froa thedr .
FON position to vie XTOZ "545 ani cloted a* 1130 hrs, »* 13720 hes Luen from c1h5 v
Infantry w8 wounied by .ilper five vio X71C3548, 1/.6 Infantey reraired vie oI

th0 Brigade CP during t:ze alght of 27-28 april 1986. at 27C710 april 2/18. ln.;-.-:;»y
bosan to S&D. i 2/18 "li‘antwy moved to TR0 ana began ‘o Sk to the scut

alceng the river. C 2/°8 Infanbry mored Lo m" 3600 grid B to SEL rovth a;.c*:;;

tha river, U 2/12 In:iitry rotuwed to tho anneidtion e e vis JPYPI525 any S -'
troyed the ammunition which thuy had discoversd in s ru,vl()b search of that Mna.

23 0900 hrs  Lucy recenved 2 WIA from sripers while eaarching the arca. At 10T )\ .
hrs Headquarters 2/18 Infantry discevercd A hattalica sine ™ oo wu.. e WIS 1&3.,. )
M'" fAmD [alalah b AT N ..-.-...y.u»vf'-.: (-L\JU" .lb Leral i3 C\l(".h) R' liano it 4 Supplj p \40 !

eles and ona t,eadls-pewured 8cwing vachine, «ll wore destroyed excupt the unie
forms which wcre vvesuateds Documents contalning I8Y ruws indicated that tho VG
1t Company was ocsupying the carp. &slong the lergth of the river thas the 228
Jnlantry searc .t.d mmy complexes wore found, The folicwing items were frund along
tio river: 200 huta, 55 tons rice, 45 ballons of syrup, 40 pgallons of fi-hy saucedy
e 25-80 T Tie~n? -w**o d ricg husker, ) preoling gererator, a 2HP engine, 4 -
*cycles, 2 ox tarts, Vurious ?ypea of ilvostock and ataosvied tea, ecffes, sal’

cwer otapkr 3 ke, 0 e soyedls In the .m,.r.-,y Wr992587 B 228 Infartry found

ra cwmenitte . :»:frzrt‘actuv-i-.‘; complax aad I US MiAl carbine, There wore approile :
Lito.y 4w vent type: of m-'-r:.um*don in thir complac. n the vieinity of Wig5Ce :
(W70 0 v w8 [otantry found 2 blevetes, rineroun dogawnts and L tape '

M3l e 4 L7700 apeid 81l 2/ 8 "'z‘:mt:y unt iz glecsd th~i 20N positleny

R TS BN 1 aaditlon Lo growmxd acilon thie wi= Fanma ew 28 enr?feg ‘Ln clesn

“ierppord t © 3d origude 4Fe. lhey aiso destroyed a POL cump at wI9856630 and °
& $ObL and aim -dtion storage area at XT075548, T

0; ©° ~r.3 at C905 hra the 2,/2 Infaniry hegan S&D orvrations from its
RON positi. « cast t the 247H LEW DA River vic k"ﬁSOC\aS. Upor rec
the river .. .45 hrs the 7 ‘2 Infar’ ry began to S4D morth exxi couth along the
west bani bet.en the 83 ani 65 B goid Lirwa, The 2/2 Infantry had regative\ \ :
contact and &b 1515 hrs began to move to XT0;3545 where at 1837 hrs they linked ' | .
up with 1/16 Infantry, They ruained in this position fcr tie night. The 1/16
Inl?nntry ramained in reserve during the moruing cf 28 April and oezured the arbn¢
base and Drigade CP. Upon i arrivel of the 218 Infentry at 1145 hra the \
Infantry began to SkD to the "or’.hm"z‘. $n the area XT0355 with negative
ey contact. AL




raasay UPSSSWA U ASLEr action Report (MaCV/RC5/J3/32)

At 0830 hrs 2/18 Infantry be;an to S&D to thy sast from their RON position WI99i-

. 640. The 2/18 Infant?y moved on 2 axes. at J930 hrs they fournd a la-ge base ‘amp

- where, upon entering, they ob::iwved ? V3 ruriing away., Lead elements of 2/13 Infane

}-JJ try took them under fire. One VC was estimated to Le WIa anu ons shotyin was zape
tuved. The base caup contaired the following items: several Chicom claymore minesy
soveral booby trapped Chicon grenades; numercus axes, picks ard shovesl; sleeping
quarters for men and warenj an 8 bed hospital; a ping~pong tablsy several galiluns
of whiskey; cooking area for 50 perscns; & wooden gabinetj 1200 Jbs ricej eating
Utensils; 75 Da30 batteries; 10 huts and mumerous foxholes and trenches, all i%
were destroyeds The 2/18 Infantry then continded 4o S&D to the east amui closed

+ vic Bde CP at 1145 brs and became Division fapid reaction forcee

. On 29 april the DBrigade CP and the 2/33 artillery (=) began movement by :
CHA7 %o LZ CHORD vic XT0278. At 1005 hrs the Bde CP bewan operating from vic 12 o
QiOnD . at 1415 hrs the 2/33 artillery (=) closed into 14 CHORD, at 290755 april
2/2 Infantry moved fram its RON pusition to vic the Brigade CP where they were plcke
ed wp by UHID at 0933 hrs and moved to 12 CHORD where they tock over security ofithe
Artillery base and Brigade (Pe Locaticrsof the 2/2 Infantry patrols for the nigh ~.
of 29~30 April were XT032777 and XT025771s The 2/2 Infantry (~) remained in the
vic of the Drigade CPe At 29065C april the 1/16 Infantry woved fram its RON posie
ticn to vic the Drigade CP where they were lifted by Ui{lD and conducted an airmobile
assoult into LZ CHORD at 0905 hrs after an air and artillery preparation. 4t 0915
hrs the 1/16 Infantry roceived SA fire from the south end of iZ CHORD vi: X7T025785,
Fire wos returned with negat've pesults, at 1015 hrs the 1/16 Infaniry received
Sa fire from vie XT025780 resulting in 2 WIa. 4t J104 hrs the L/L0 Irfartry de-
parted IZ CHORD and bagar £: G4 1o *ha northoast wlong tho ool of 122, hre the

. 3/18 Infantry arrived at 38 RN position vio XT049793 and sent oub three patrols

to the following areass . Company patrol to XTQ40800,; B Company patrol to XT057- "
779 and C Company patrol %o XT062802, 4t 1515 hrs C 1/16 Infantry received 5 to 6 -
Si rounds and 1 rifle grenade from vic X1053796 resuliing in 1 WIA, all 1/16 Inf
patrols returned to vie of battalion CP by 1745 hrs with no further cormtast,
location of 1/16 Infantcy for the might of 29«30 aprdl v~ XTO49743. The 2/18 Ing
8ocured 14 RED for the extraction of the 13t and 3d Drigades, At 1200 hrs they ree
ceived sniper rounds vie 14 AFD pwoulting ia ) WIA who later died of wounds, The .
2/18 Infantry ruceived Sporadio snipsr fire throughou the day fram snipers around
82 RED, At 1645 hrs the 2/18 Infantry bepam movenond from 12 RED to 40 MERCURY Yy

(1D, Upon arTival dn AO MERCURY the 2/18 Iafantiry ¢ams under the operational conm
troi of the Lt Brigadc.

. On 30 April 1966 at 080§ ird ¥ Tomar? §/2 Infantty began to S&D to the
porth vie X7016810, &% 0810 hr$ B 2/2 Inl»r" > began to SkD to the northeast vie
XT031800, at 0833 hrs B 2/2 Infontry Yocei:cd SA firg whils moving out vie XT027-

, 785 Thore were negative US casualtioss 4t 0520 hre 4 2/2 Infantry cccedved ani-
, pur fire vic XT0277u9 and heavier fire was poceived fram 8 VC at 0925 hrs, & 2/2
ixy took them undep fire placed artillery and mortay fire ahead of tham
as they moved forwerd, A% 0941 'hre 3 2/2 Infantry moved into position vie XTO32-
798 in order to be abla to move to asalst A 2/2 Infantry, 4 2/2 Infantry had ene
Cuurtered a tronch and duker system running east and west vio XTOR797 which was
defended by an unknown hutber of VC, {\t.IDOO hre A 2/2 Infont ey suffered 2 K3a and
2 WIA while assaulting these bunkers, it 1104 hrs & 2/2 Infaatry & ffered 3 more
3 WIA while Sweeping thrc:h the bunker carplexy *A 2/2 Infantry ccatlued its aweep
to the norta vic XT028798. At 1500 hrs & 2/2 Infantry returned to the bunkor eome
plex and dastroyed it, it 1618 hrs B 2/2 Infantry clcsed vio Brigece CP and at 1643
Brs s 2/2 Infantry closed, The 2/2 Infantry remained vic Drigade CP fcr the night,
Liab 300715 april B 1/16-Infantry received several rounds of Sa firs vio ATOLE785
dn; in 2 WIlae 2 VG ran to the souchwest and were takne under fire wdth unknown
gosults, at 0840 hrs the 315 Infantry began to S&b wdth € 1/15 Infantry headed
£ ‘Bovard XT070792 and )/16 Iafaatry (-) heading toward XT061769. At 0950 hrs 1/16
e /Infantry was ordered to move back to its RON position vie XTOL7794. At 1030 hre -
4 /,1/16 Inthatry received Several rounds of sniper fire vie X17053796 with negative
7/ results, At 1145 Bre the 1/16 Infantry moved from its BON position to vie Drigade
* CP where 4 closed at 1300 hys an. ocupled a portion of the perimeter in conjunoe
e o~ 'tion with the 2/2 Infuntrys 4t 3400 hrs the 1/16 Infartry wos plaoed on 1 hour
2 alert a8 repid meaction forca S0 be cosxdtted to the area of the lst Mdgade if
El oseded, The battalion pemained vicinity 3d Lrigade CP for the night, 4t 1750 hre
-
i
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gesupply helicopterd feteived heavy Sa Lire e vie XT0327683, Helicopter gua
m,mmhp:mmnh wore @alled SeYeral VC were flushed into the
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SULJELT:  Cuabat Opsrawduus afber activn lepert (MaCV/RCS/I3/RR)

Infantry sent a patrul fran U Cumpony to check the arga at ¢his tiue, 3 C
&illed 2 VC in khaki uniforms and gapturcd 1 carbine xifle and ) KU, rifle,

On 1 day 1966 at 0950 hrs the 2/33 iv"illery (=) and the 3d Drigade CP
began to move by CH4T from P2 LuiSIHG vic 270778 fo aREa WILLOW SUN vie XT3147. 48
312 hrs the 3u Drigade forward CP begzan operations frem WILIOW RUNX, During the
day the 2/2 Infantry secured P2 LANSIEG fup the extrasiion of 1/14 Infantry, 2/33
Artillery (=) ami 3d Irigade CPs The 1/15 Xntantiy crcountered sceattered sniper
dire arourd the PZ thrcughoub the day, ab 1025 hra heldzoptars yoccived Si Jire
Fron vie XT050792¢ At 1350 hra the 2/2 Infaisyy reteived 3 Yo 4 rounds of Sa fiTe
Jrou vis XT022785 resulting in 1 US WJaa Fira vas $clurned with unknown resulis,
at 1522 hrs the 2/2 Infontry engaged & Zripep vie XT02:787 and killad 1 VG (BC)
any captured 1 subwuzchinegun, 4% 1500 hrs the 2/2 Infantry killod 1 zore snipe®
v:.¢ XTO187C2 and captured his weapons ab 1530 hrs the 2/2 Infeatry begzan novermend
frow PZ LaSING $o VIO RUR by UHID and o¢cunied tha western edge of the Brigade
pezimeter, At 0917 hrs the 1/16 Infantr:® began movarend by 41D from P4 LaysIig
€o WLUOW RUN, Upun reaching WILLOW RUN the 1/15 Infantry ewepb the area and pub
& campany in each battalica area arcund the perimcter, &t 1300 hrs the recun :
$oon 1/16 Infantry picked up 3 VCS via XT320450, Those suspects wers evacuated
€o Ta¥ NI, The 1/16 Infantry occupled tho southern znd southeastern portion of
¢he Drigade perimeter, The 1/16 Infantry CP was lccuted at XT3114L8, ab 1304 hrs g
the 1/2 Infantry ciosed into WILIOW RUN from 40 MURCURY and upon closing became .
attached to the 3d Brigade. The 1/2 Infautry occupiced the northern and northeasters
Portions of the Brigade periuster, Thelr battalion (P was Jotated at XT318.72

On 2 May at 0530 hrs the Rscon Platown of ths 1/2 Infantry moved to See
cure & lanuiing gone vie XI375505 for the afrival, of 18d Drigade elements, The afes
was secured by 0655 hrs, The Recon Platvon }/2 Infantry closed back into their
battalion perimeter at 0845 hrse Tie 1/2 Infantry conducted asbush patrdls during  °
the night of 2 » 3 May. The batialion CP femained in the same location, 2/2 Ing
€onuucted cars ana maintenance of personrel ard equipmendt and tonducted aibush )

trols during the night of 2 « 3 May, The 2/2 Infaniry CP femiined in the same - °
beations The 1/16 Infantry eonductod 3 ratrols curing tho day to vie XT292450,
X1308440 and XT330450, at 1350 hrs € 1/36 Infariry (=) ¢onducted care and maintoe.

giance of personnel enu equipment and c¢enducied arbush patrols during the night of
&= J May, The bat“alion (P remained 4u the eame Jocation,

On 3 Moy at 0700 bys A Troop /4 Catalry sctuted tho road from vie 3d

Pelgade CP o vie X™3357. Ab 07C0 hrs tha 1/15 Infantiy besan meverend by druek. |
fron vie their ROV pusition (XT317.62) To tho alrstrip at SUOL DA (XT3357)e &b

600 hrd the lst vlenents of 2/28 Infaniry ariived st SUIO DA by CV2 aircraft frop

AL KHE and the ). 16 Infantry departad by ‘ho same (V2 foy LAL KHE to assume the
gission of AL KHi base camp gscuritys 2/23 Infantry upon arrival moved to the
aroa of tho 3d Drigade CP by truck, The /16 Infantry Reton Platoon was moved
from Lal AIE to FHU IOL by CV2 and attached to Divisicn Artillery at 1612 hrs,
Recon Platoon 2/:48 Infuntry was moved to tho operaticmal aress The 1/16 Infantry
elosed LAl KiE at 1610 hrs, The 2/28 Infantry closecd the operatiuntl arca at
€47 hoursy The 1/2 Iafantyy conducted eore :nd mrirtenance of personnel amd
oquipnents At 2000 hrs the 1/2 Infantry zo-ad to OBJ 31 (vie XT4044)e

on & May at 0310 hra the village at OBJ 31 was eurtuwded by the 1/2 Ing
wWith a ),.. Infratry on the west, B 1/2 Infantry on the scuth and southeast and ¢
3/2 In“riry on the morth amd northeast, At 0555 hrs the 1/2 Infantry was fired
cn by 2 VC vie XT40540, Flre wos returned and 1 VG KIA (DC) was found and 2
gifles “or~ captured (later, an airborne FaC spotted 8 second VC dbudy lying meay
this arca)., At 0520 hre a }/2 Infantry engaged a murber of VG to the south of
thae vilia;e vic XT408438 ami killed 2 more VC and eaptured 2 more shoulder weapolifie
4t 0700 hrs a Psy/Ops helicopter cuntaining GVN officials to includs the district
¢hief mdo an annuuncenent which instructed the merbers of the village to assanpe
ble in the market places % 0815 hrs the GVN offfcinls, mombders or the {ivil
affairs teams, G5 rupresentatives and MeDCAP teaxs entered the village to talk
wdth the cccupants, 2 VCS were picked up ard evachated £yum the villages 4
Sctad of 71 pecpls wers found in the villages At 1020 hrs the 1/2 Infantry began
Co move datk to thedr battalion ROd position and closed that pus.ilon at 1420 hrs,
48 04,0655 May the 2/2 Infantry began to move from 4ts RON poritisa {XT3154T7) .and |
ouncdncted S&D operations to the southeast, a% 0835 rs tho:f,»? Ir.tantry wms
located 4n the vie of XTI35430, A% appruximtely 4000 hre 72 Infantyy found 4 \ |
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SULlT: Cubat Opsrandcas afler action Kepert (MaCV/RCS/V3/R)

Infantry cend a patrul fran O Cumpany to check the erga u® 1his tiwe, I Cam
killed 2 VC in khaki uniforms and eapturcd 1 cartine yifle and 1 Ml rifle,

on 1 bay 1966 at 0950 hrs tha 2/32 ar"illery («) and the 3d Drigade CP
began to move by CHLT from P2 LaiBING 1ic ZT0%738 Yo aRBa WILLOW FUN vie XT3U7. &%
412 hrs tho 34 Urigade forwaru CP bezan operations frem WILIOW RUN, During the
day the 2/2 Infantry secured P2 LabSING fup tha crtra-lion of 3,245 Infantry, 2/33
Ariillcry (~) ami 3d Irigode CPa The .'l/.u Xircatryr e countared seattered sniver
Jive arcund the PZ throushert the day, ab 1075 hirg hellcopinysg yoccived S84 Jira
$ron vic XT050792« At 1350 hra the 2/2 Infausry retcived 3 to 4 rcunds of Sa 130
Iron viz XT022765 resulting in 1 US WJas Iirs was $ilwtted with urlmaonm pesulidy
ab 1322 hrs the 2/2 Infantry engeged 2 &riper vie XT073787 and killad 1 VG (BC)
anu capturcd 1 sub-zachineyun, 4% 1500 hs the 2/2 Infantry killed 1 zore snipef®
vig XT018722 and cartured his weapons at 1520 hrs the 2/2 Infentry began novermend
from PZ LASING to VIO RUM by V1D and occupieqd tha weshern edge of the Brizade
perimeter, A% 0917 hrs the 1/16 Infantry® began movarcny by UHID from P4 Laislid
%o WLAOW RUN, Upon reaching WILLOW RUd the 1/16 Infantry ewept the area and pub
3 campany in each battalion area arvund the perimcier, At 1300 hrs the recun :
$oon 1/16 Infantry picked up 3 VCS vis XT320450, These suspects were evacuated
€o TaY NI, The 1/16 Infantry occupied tho southern cnd southeastern portion of
¢he Drigade perimeter, The 1/16 Infantry CP was lccuted at XT311L(Sy 4t 1304 hre <
the 1/2 Infantry closed dnto WILIOW RUN fron 40 MulCURY and upon ¢closing becons .
attached to the 3d Brigade. The 1/2 Infautry occupiod the northern and northeastefn °
gottions of the Drigade perbeter, Their battalion CP was Jotated at XT318:72 -

On 2 May at 0530 ars the Decon Platoon of the 1/2 Infantry moved to sew
cure a laniing zons vie XT375505 for the afrival of lsd DBrigade elements, The aped
a8 secured by 0655 hras The Recon Platvon }/2 Infantry closed back into their
Battalion perimeter at 0845 hra, The 1/2 Infantry canducted embush patruls during
the night of 2 » 3 May. The battalion P remained in the same locaticns 2/2 Inf
gonuucted cars ana maintenance of personrel ard equipment and tonducted aubush

trols during the nizht of 2 « 3 May, The 2/2 Infaniry (P femined in the sams
beation, The 1/16 Infantry eorducted 3 patrol? during the day to vie X7292450,
XT308440 and XT330450¢ ab 15350 hra € 1/16 Ynlfark+y () €oaducted care and mintee.
giance of personnel eau equipmont and condiucted arbush patrols durdng the alght o
® = 3 May, The bat*alion @ reminoed iu the €ame Jocation,

On 3 May at 0700 tus A Troopd 1/4 Cavnlry sesired tho foad from viv 3d
prigade CP to vie X™3557. At O7CO hri tha 1/15 Infantiy besan meverond by druck.
fron vie their RO pusition (XT317/.¢2) %o tho alrsirip at SLOL DA (XT3357) e ab

500 hrs the lst clenents of 2/28 Infontry arcived at SUIO Da by CV2 aircraft frop

WL XHB and the ). 16 Infantry deparied by ‘ha scme CV2 Jor LAL KME to asswm the
gdssfon of LAl KHs base camp securitys, 2/°3 Intuntry upon arrival moved to the
aroca of the 31 Drisade CP by truck, The 1/16 Infantry Roton Platoon was moved
from Lal AHB to FHU IOL by CV2 and attached to Divisich Artillery at 1612 hrs,
Rocon Platoon 2/:8 Infartry vas moved to tho operatiomal arcas The 1/16 Infantry
elosed LAl KAE at 1510 hrs, The 2/23 Infantry closcd the operationtl aroa ab
3647 hourse The 1/° Infantry conducted ¢oro and aelntunance of personuel and
equipsents Ab 2000 hrs the 1/2 Infant:y moved to OBJ 31 (vie XT40i4)e

on 4 ¥ay at 0310 hre the villags at OBJ 31 was surrwunded by the /2 Int
wWith a 1,.. Infratry on the west, B 1/2 Infantry on the scuth and southcast and G
3/2 In"ury on the porth ami northeast, At 0555 hra the 1/2 Infantry was fi
-a b, 2 VC vie XT405540, Fire wos returned and 1 VC KIA (BC) was found and 2
riflos -.or~ eaptured (later, an airborne FaC spotted a second VC budy lyiny near
this arca), At 0620 hrs a 1/2 Infontry engaged a murber of VG to the south of
tho villa;o vio XT4084,38 ami killed 2 soYe VC aml eaptured 2 more shoulder weapolle
at 0700 hrs a Psy/Ops helicopter exntaining GVN officials to include the districh
¢hinf mde an sanxanceneant which instyuctod the mecborn of the village f.o assape
bls in the market places A% 0815 hrs the GVN officizlsy members of the Civil
affairs teams, G5 rupresentatives and MiDCAP geaxs entered the village to talk
with the occupants, 2 V(S were picked up and evacuated £3um the village, 4
Sctad of F1 peopls wers found in the villages 4% 1020 hrs the /2 Iafuntry began
Co move back to their battalion ROH positicn and closed that position at 1420 hre,
4% 040655 day the 2/2 Infantry began to move mmpa(mmn)-m i
ooncucted SkD opsrations to the sautheast, 4% 083
DA d 0 ' 16 G <9 ] AD -~ : K
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wore picked up and evacuated at 1300 hrs. “he 2/2 Infantry found 3 motor bikes
P and several bicycles alcng with sowe documaits vie XT330410. 4t 1500 hrs the 2/2
r Infontry began to search a rep.rted VC secret zone vie XT345408 with negative re=
153 sults. st 1645 hrs the 2/2 Infantry found 6 tuns € fertilizer in sacks viec XT346-
I 29 408, The fertilizer was destroyed. The 2/2 Infantry closed its RON position at
1800 hra. & ani C Coupany were located at XT352402, D Company was located at
XT372396. At 040628 May 4 2/28 Infantry began moving frcm its RON position (XT320e
470) to vie XT342u46 to secure an area for B Battery 1/7 Artillery, it 0815 hrs
the area was secured and 3 pattery moved intc that location in order to support
1/2 Infantry and 2/2 Infantry. The battery was in positicn to fire at 0850 hrs,
4 2/28 Infantry and B battery 1/7 Artillery remained in this position throughout
the night to provide support to the 2/2 Infantry, The 2/28 Infantry (-) remained

" vic 3d Drigade CP as security for the Brigade CP and artillery base and as Brigade
Resexve, .

-

\

\
On 5 May at 0845 hrs the 2/33 aArtillery (=) moved from vic Brigade CP Yo
vie XT332375 over Reute 22 to ba in position to support the 2/2 Infantry and th
2/28 Infantry. A Dattery 2/33 Artillery wos released from Division ccntrol and
juined with the 2/33 artillery (~)., The 2/33 Artillery (=) closed intc viec XT332e .
_ 323 and was ready to fire at 1100 hrs. Upon closure of 2/33 Artillery (-), 3 Dtry ™\
T 1/7 artillery woved from vic XT340445 and closed vie 3d Brigade CP at 1158 hrs, N
: The 1/2 Infantry remained vic Dds CP acting as Lrigade reserve and security fores
and conducting loeal patrolling vie Drigade CPe 1 company of 1/2 Infantry was on
50 udnute alert for possible ccrmitment to assist the 2/28 Infaniry. The battalion
CP remained in the same location. The 2/2 Infantry contipued to counduct saturation
patrolling vie OBJ 2. ad) wriés ~ontimued bo SD fraw thoiz U004 pesiticns. At
0930 hrs B 2/2 Infantry destroyed 500 pounds of rice vic X1377384. At 1055 hrs
g . elements of the 2/2 Infantry received light sniper fire vic X1355382. They pursued
i with negative results, .t 1200 hrs the 2/33 aArtillery (-) received light saniper *
‘ fire vic XT332375. 1 eleuent of C 2/2 Infantry moved to that locatdon to check .°
i /it with negative contact, All elements of the 2/2 Infantry closed into RON posim ™
/' tions at 1715 with nc further contact, The location of the 2/2 Infantry for the
/S night of 5 «6 May was XT353402. 4t 1117 hrs the 2/28 Infantry began an airmobils - _
b / assault fron vic Drigado CP with B 2/28 Infantry assaulting a landing zone vie XT28Qs
|~ 300, at 1129 hrs the landing zone was assaulted with negative contact, & 2/28
<! ¢ Infantry then conducted an airmobile assault from their RON position (XT340446) .~ -
into 12 vic XT298317 at 144 brs with negative results, Upen landing, elements of
the 2/28 Infantry besan to S&D to the southeast toward & blocking position estabe.: ...
lished by »~RVN RFPF Forces vie XT293271 and XT310288, After initial landings, --.
mmercus personnel were seen moving out of the area to the south toward the ARWN
positiuns, At 1250 hours the ARVW forces picked up a VC who stated that there was
2 VC company dug in frem XT301287 to XT506292, Adr and artillery were called in
on these locations with unknown results, At 1450 hrs the 2/28 Infantry reported
geeing 50 VC in the open vie XT292292, an attenpt was made to take them under
fire, but due to a sudlen cloud burst this became impossible, ‘Air and artillery .
were called in on this location with unknown results, The 2/28 Infantry comtinued .
its search to the soutueast, at 1541 hrs A 2/28 Infantry destroyed 15 tcns of rice
vic XT305290, At 1700 hrs all elements of the 2/28 Infantry had completed their . |
wwep and at 1731 hrs begen extracting from a P2 vie XT300283. The 2/28 Infantry .
(=) moved to vie 3d Brigade (P cloeing at 1915 hrs, A 2,28 Infantry was moved to
vi~ 2/33 »tilery (=) vie XT332373. During the day 3 VCS were picked up by
Censral De Puy and General Hollingsworth,

i g R e 0
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" on 6 May the 1/2 Infantry r~avided security for the 3d Drigade CP and |
acted as Drigads reserve., The 17% Infantry condueted local patrcls vie 3d Drde
gade CP. &uvd700 hye 1/2 Infaniey came under operational control of the 2d Brie \«
gadé. At 0300 hre the 2/2 Infantry moved from vic its RON pesitdon to surround ° ™\
the village vic XT328i05, At 0615 hre tho 2/2 Infantry moved into the village
and at 0623 hrs D 2/2 Infantry spotted 12 personnel, 7 with weapcns, who upon
eiry the US troops begen to flee and were taken under fire, This ucticn resulte
s dn 1 V3 KIA (ncs , 1 wiunded VC and 1 captured VC. 4 thorough search of the
»?  village resulted in 3 more VC captured, Several documents were taken fram the VC
i and evacuated, Upon completion of the search the 2/2 Infantry conducted S&D,
cperations to the north to vic the 3d Drigade (P, At 1230 hre the 2/2 Infantry
slosed vic the Drigade (P with no further contact, The unit remained in the vis
XT312460 for the night of 6 =« 7 May 1966, A 2/28 Infantry conducted an airrobile
assoult into a landing scoe vic XT277331. (u the initial landing C 2/28 Infantry
Teceived severul small arms rounds frem north of the river vie XT265316,
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stop this movement 1 platoon of ¢ 2/28 Infan’ ry was landed vi~ XT2F7200 to estabe
lish a blocking position., Tais plntocn apniehcnded abeut 70 pericrns whe were
checked by the Brigade TPl team and turred over to ARVN. No lLnown VO were found
at this time, € 2/28 Infntzy (-) and the Rsccn Platoon ¢crducted S&D operations
2o the southwest tuward the ARVN blackin: poeition at XT265316, No ccntact was
made during this sweep, Arlter the movem.xl of C 2/28 Infan*+y was completed the
helicopters airlifted a 2/28 Infantry (-) from vis 2/33 artillery (-) anc brought

then to vie 3d irigade CP to standby as a rapld reaction forse fur C 2728 Infantry,

‘4t 1255 hrs C 2/2¢ Infantry and the Reccn Platcon 2/28 Infantry were extracted

from vie XT265320 and closed 3d Brigade CP at 1320 hrs, Upon extraction of C
2/28 Infantry the 2/33 irtillery (~) be;an movement by road from vic their RON
position (XT332373) scuth to Route 22 and then to vicinity the 3d Brigade CP, At
1400 hrs a wrecker from Headquarters Battery 2/33 artillery otruck a nine vie XT
320360 daraging the truck with no sasualties to personnel.. The 2/33 irtillery
closed vic 3d Jrigade CP late on che evening of 5 May 1955, 4% 1700 hrs the 1/28
Infartry and the 2/18 Infantry csae under the opsraticnal centrol of the 3d Drie
gade, The Brigade (P remainred {n the maue location, '

On 7 May all units of the 3d lirigade condushed care 2nd maintenance of
perscnnel and equipment and poepared for an oporatiovn t¢ destroy the COSVN Heade
quarters (Task Force HOLLINGSWORTH), 4% 0900 hvs the 2,28 Infartry made adjustw
wents in the perimeter because of the depariure of the 1/2 Infautry, The 2/2
Infantry moved to provide se =ity “ci huillcopieri parksd ou L2 ALIYSON (XT305e
460) for the night of 7 ~ & May. The 2,18 Infastey ani the 1s25 Infautry remained
in position, all units corjucted eviercive pabrolidng vie -hoag perimeters with
negative contaect, The 3 Ixdjirds ™ saoalirald In the sawe o oilag, ‘

' on 8 May at 0803 hrs the 2/2 Infantry was a'riitted from PZ ALLYSON ‘<

- {XT308460) and made an airmcbile gssanlt on LZ ST LO (XT<70970) at 087 hrs, Thég:
larde

%as negative contact cn this 1%, At 0650 hrs elemerus of the 2/33 irtillery

B Battery 1/7 artillery then began to land at ST L2, 4% 0915 hrs a patrel from

ed at ST L0, a 2/33 artillery clceed inte ST 10 at 0915 hev and begen registerhﬁ;‘g\

2/2 Infantry spotted two groups of VC vic XT2639%58, The VC were taken under fire
but fled to the west, At 1000 hrs the weather began to pet werse and cloud cover
and rain developud, At 1035 hrs Urig Gen Hollingsworth calUsed a hold to the aipe
Jift because of the weather, At this time appveximately 3/4°s of D Dattery 1/7
Artillery had been a’rlifted into LZ ST 1O, at 1140 hrs tue-weather was still bad
and the decision was made to call off the rest of the lifte and extract those
forces on 1Z ST 10 as the weather cleared, &t 1300 hrs 2 men from 2/2 Infantry
were killed from short 8lm mortar rounds fired by 2/2 Infantry around LZ ST 1O,
At 1300 hra extractlon of the 2/33 artillery (-) started, The 2/33 artillery (=)
wes returned back to the vie of the Urizade CP and clesed at 146 hrs, Upon come
pletion of the extsaction of the 2/33 irtillery (~) the 2/2 Tnfantry was eXe
tracted by UHID at 1523 hrs and closed vie PZ ALLYSON ot 1605 hre, The 2/18 Inf
was placed under the opsrational control o. Lde 2d Drigade at 1400 hrs, The.1/28°
Infantry and 2/28 Infantry were on standby to lift into LI VERDUN

until this cperation was cancelled. at this time the 1/28 Infantry was placed o
alert tc assist 2,2 Infantry if needed. The 1/28 Infantry wns taken off alert u
the extractiun of the 2/2 Infantry, The locaticn of units for 8 - 9 May remained

the same, The 3d Brigude reverted to cczunnd of Colonel Drodbeck upon the return
of the uniic to BA ALLYSON,

On 9 Moy at M40 hrs the lat aleronts of thse 2/2 Irflvy were lifted N
by VHID fircn vie their RON poeitors to OBJ 33 (vis XT3853C0). 2/2 Infantry
¢losed this positdon at 1633 hrs, Az i710 hra ihe 2/.. Infantry was placed on 1
hour alert for pucsible camtimeut vaw daSi & &L2895). Ab 2535 hr - the 2/2 Inf
was taken off this alert, The RO positions for the 2/2 Infertry for the night
of 9 = 10 May were vio XT584L99. At 0700 hrs A Troop )/l Cavalry wa: cttached
to 1/28 Infantry amu was givun the mission of eecuring an enrireer we -k party while
they repaired the road frua vis ATI7URD Lo XTLINLE0, at 1057 hro 1/. 3 Infantry
ouncucted an airmobile arsault Snto an LZ vie XT4H4L5 with pegative contact,
ann%&he 1/28 Infantry ccnducted catiraticn poloolliing 4in the DEN CUI RUBDER
PLANTA to vio OIY 71(X74545). At 1300 bre A 1/28 Infantry received sniper
fite from vic XTLh3uA9. 4t 1320 hrs 4 1/2 Infantry had 1 mon wounded fom thedr
own nortar fire, At 1323 hre A 1/20 Infontry found a trench about 75 meters long
vie XTAS6450. Artillary was called on this location with unmown results, At
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s At 1550 hrs D 1/28 Infantry destroyed a buoby trap vie XT452447 and at 1623 hrs

! _ A 1/28 Infantry received sniper fire from XT4LOLLO, Artillery fire was placed

/ 3 _S on this location with unknown results, At 1800 hrs all units of 1/28 Infantry
had closed their RO positions, Locations fur the night of 9 = 10 May were A !
1/28 Infantry XT45345h; B 1/28 Infantzy and battalicn CP XTUA3457; C 1/28 Infantry |

\ XT44T470. Troop A 1/L Cavalry RON position was XTHOO437. 4t 1145 hrs 2/28 Inf  *
conlueted an airmobile assault into OBJ 33. 2/28 Infantry closed 0BJ 33 at 123> |

hrs with negative cwntact, Upon closing the 2/28 Infantry conducted patrols aroynd

QL& 33 and at 1530 hrs elements of 2/28 Infantry captured 1 VCS vic XT592499. The

2/28 Infontry remained vie the 3d lrigzade CP for the night of 9 = 10 May ( XT585499),

hwuse at XT451452, 4 wire ran intc the hcuse but no radio equipment was found, i’

. - 3
‘ On 10 Moy at 1200 hrs 1/2 Infantry came under the operational control \
of the 3d Brigade (upon clcsure into DAU TLiNG), At 0543 hrs the 1/2 Infantry’
(+) conducted local patrolling vic their RON position and care and maintenance of
persomel and equipment, at 1215 hrs 4 1/2 Infantry received 10 rounds of SA f£3
from vie XT536478, artillery was placed on this locaticn with unknown results)
A patrol was dispatched into this area with negative contact, B 1/2 Infantyy ree
mined:vic DAU TIENG and was attached to the 151.. Cavelry (-) upon link-up. locae
t4on of 1/2 Infantry (=) for the nizht of 10 ~ "1 May was XT5284,73. 4t 0845 hra
the 2/2 Infantry moved from their RON positicn (XT565498) by fcot and set up a
bage camp vio XT580540, From this location they canducted local $&D operations,
At 1018 hrs the 2,2 Infantry destruyed 300 lbs of rice and 2 bunkers vic XT583522,
+% 1230 hrs ¢ 2/2 Infantry destrcyed & 250 1b bomb vis XT575543, The 2/2 Infantry
yemained in their base camp locntion for the nif:: of 'O - 11 May at XT580540, AS
Q305 hrs the 1/28 Infant:y muved {o rovivlaa “Le 7 'iiage ot O0J 72 (XT464450) priop
: Sb daylight. Tho result of this operation was 11 VCS and 2 single shot rifles btew
v Jng eaptured, The V(S were evacuated to DaU TIENG and “*ter it was learned that \
- 9 of them were oonfirmed VC. At 0929 hrs the 1/28 Infantry mede contact with 1
- sniper vic XT456446, artillery was called in with 1.egative results, At 1011 hrs
. the 1/28 Infantry received sniper fire from vic XT460439. A4t 1053 hrs A Troop
’ 4 Cavalry found 2 mortar rowds (105mm) buried in the road, They were blown, in
ces At 1200 hrs 4 Troop 1/4 Cavalry came under the operational control of the
t Irlantry Division. At 0540 hrs the 2/28 Infantry (~) moved tu surround the
village at OBJ 53 (XT557505 and OBJ 54 (XT568505). C 2/28 Infantry remained vie \
v X Lrigade CP to provide security for the artillery base, The 2/28 Infantry (e) \
‘ Sound 5 VG5 at OBJ 54 and discovered that the village at OBJ 53 was abandoned,
, Inddeations were that this was once a training center. The 2/28 Infantry («) i \\
/ tusfied to thelr RON position vie Brigade CP at 0815 hrs, At 1300 hre patrols hr'gt
. . dispatched by the 2/28 Infantry to search the area vic the Drigade CPe A% 1630 hyg
= ' ony-of thuse patrols found 3 tons of rioce vie XT59499. The rice was evacuated,
‘ :ﬁzs Infantry remained in the vicinity of the 3d Drigade (P for the night of N e
/3 May 1566, The 1/4 Cavalry () came under operaticnal gomtrod of the 3d Drigads
' at 1730 hrs .and wes attached to D 1/2 Infantry, 1/4 Cavalry {e) moved into & RON
positdon vie XTL97480 for the night of 10 = 11 May, B Troop 1/, Cawelry and B _
3/2 Infantry RON position for the night of 10 = 11 May was XT515485, . .

A ; ;
; . On 11 May the 1/2 Infantry surrcinded a village vic ODS 82 (XTS54L6) with' .
| A and § Companics before first lght, C Troop 1/4 Cavalry was attached and yew :
| nad in reserve vicinity XT527474. At 0637 hrs approxdimately 20 VC broke throygh
)., A }/2 o 2try oordon and flsd, .The 1/2 Infantry (-’3 conducted a thorough search
i ¢ tha vi2 ~ze with negative results, at 084 hre the 1/2 Infantry (=) moved
| Srom OBJ 62 to a blocdng position vie XTS47474 and linked up with A and € 1/2 Inf
| a% 1000 rs. The 1/2 Infantry then went intc a cefensive perimester vic XT552448,

' Thor then conducted local patrolling and prepared for the next days operations, A%
3700 hrs D 1/2 Infantry returned to 1/2 Infantry ccatrcl and B Troop 1/4 Cawalry
setumod to the 1/4 Cawalry contrcl. The 1/2 Infantry spent the night of 1l May
wiclnity XT552408, &t 0335 hre 2/2 Infantry moved fraa vic their RON position at
XT580540 - surrcund QIN 61 vic XT550540. At 0640

i
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i 2% 2/2 Infantry then returned to their HOW pusition vie XT560540 clesing this lotas
tion at 1500 hrs. The 2/28 Infantry moved from vie 34 Irigade CP at 0450 hrs o

surround 03J 52 (XT5649). 4 sccrch was maue of the village at this locationa No
VC were found. Several VC posters were foumi in the village echcol, The MEDCAP
tean was brought in to treat the villagers, The 2/28 Infantry departed OBJ 52
at 0945 hre and clcsed back in vde 3u rigade CP at 1100 hrs, The 2/28 Infantry
vemained in the same lceaticn, B Troo? 4 Cavalry and I 1/2 Infantry mcyed ad
£irst Mght to surrcws 04 42 (XT5249). 4t 0715 hrs L Troop plcked up 4 VCS in
OBJ 42, &t 0810 hrs 5 1/2 Infontry and B Troop moved $¢ surround OLd 43 (XT5151),
VC propaganda leaflots were alsu found vie OLJ 43, The svarch of OLJ 43 was ¢l
ploted at 1030 hrs, o Trocp and u 1/2 Infantry set up north of OBJ 43¢ The =
Brizade CP reucined in the saue locatden, . _

On 12 May at 1347 hrs 1/2 Infuntry ecndusted a ¢.mbab assault nte 12
DOCKETT, after an air aumu artdllery preparation the /2 Infantry closed into $he
iZ at 1405 hrs and began to S&b to the east at U435 hrs with € 1/2 Infantry o the
ncrth along the aarthern edge of the woods (XT623479) and 4 1/2 Infantry alcng ‘the
trail (XT625470) and € 1/2 Infantry dn the ¢tenter, The 1/2 Infontry continued o
8&D to the east with negative ewntact and ¢losed into a KON position vie XT62948)
at 1730 hrse The 2/2 Infantry began meving at 0755 hrs frcn their RON positicn
(XT580540) to search OBJ 63, At 0904 hrs the svarch was comploteds The 2/2 Inf
found nunercus JL stakes., Foxholes indicated recent occupancy in the vicinity
XT595537 4 2/2 Infantry starbed v S&D to the east. at the same tims € 2/2 Inf -
Pogan to S&D to the ecutheast, Headquartors and B 2/2 Infantry Yemained 536 POlle
porition®until completion of extraction of excess equipment. At 1225 hrs 2/2 Ind
o epetted 3 VC vic XT575541 and tock them wxier fire, estimating 1 VC WIAs The VG
B . $led to the west, 4t 1350 hrs extractlion of equipment was complsted and 2/2 Inf .
ki b @dcan to move to the south and east with nepgative contact. At 1650 hrs 2/2 Ing o
o closed its RON pesition vie XT628507. 4t 0700 hrs 1/28 Infantry came under the
o ¢perational, gontyol of the 3d Drigade, 4t 0758 hrs 1/28 Infontry comuucted a ¢ctw
I bat assault into L2 DUSTY (XT662503)s The 1/28 Infantry closed at 0825 hry with °
U fogotive cuntacte &b U918 hrs a patrol from B 1/28 Infantry searched to the south
b &% 1058 hrs A 1/28 Infantry reached XT644610 with negative contact and bexan Yo
o feturn to L2 DUSTY elosing ab appraximately 1230 hrs, after & 1/28 Infantry ¢158ed
% B ang C Companies began $¢ S&D tu the west, A% 1510 hrs L 1/28 Infantry found a
b base camp contiining several builldings end some clothing vie XT7619574s Upon enicie
= dng the camp B 1/2C *nfantry wounded § VG who escaped, killad 1 VC by bedy &ount eRd
eaptured L VCy D 1/28 Infantry had 1 WIa who was evacaateds 4% 1510 hrs G128
Infantry found a baze capp ccntaining 10 buildings and soveral comand Bype buwd2i%p
There was also an assortment of elothing In the camp Jocated vie XT6215934 Upog\ *
entering tie camp C 1/28 Infanbry wounded and ¢aptured ) ¥C» They also foutd 3\
gewing machine and 1 ¢ iters This base ¢amp was destroyed and the VC was oefde
cuatedy at 16530 hvs 1/28 Infantry began to mys barR to the east to their RON
position vie XT656583 and closed at 1345 hrss 4% l1ud hrs the 2/28 Infantry ¢t .
dycteu & cumbat assault Amdo M4 DSING (XT632458)s 48 2/23 Infantry was Janding ™ \
an avrial observer spotted about 30-50 VG vio XT630443a He marked the Jocaticn
of the VC with viclet sucke and the FaG began to ¢all in an afrstrike cn the
viulet smdkey at this time somscne on 14 LESIRE also threw violet smcke and &
Jighter made a CUU yun over the 12 wourding 58 men and killing 2, During the
! &vacuation of the wounued a 3d Drigade OH1Z holitopter was damaged by a UHLD:
B Povering in the vicinity, The OH13 had to be evaduated which was Gompleted ad
| JI11 hrs, 4t that time the 2/28 Infantry began to 54D east alung the valley, 4
| destryyed F21 belicopter was found vie XT629450 with £ail number 62143, The o
5 @/28 Infoniry continued to SuD Go the east with negative contacts The 2/28 Ind
B tiogod into its RON positdicn vie XT657452 at 1625 hrse At 1733 hre 2/28 Iafantyy :
#edelved SA fire from the northwest and scuth of theip RON position, 2/28 Inf % .
@ent patrols to investigate with negativs rosylfss During the day the 1/2 Infafy
€17 destrcyod 40 bage of cement vie XT6304,75» 2/2 Infantry suffered I WIA from 7
an axti~porsonne) zine vio XT620507, The Dyigade (P remsined 4n the same losatioly .
Oa 13 May at 0845 hre G 1/2 Infantry reteived smll arxs fire frum &6 VO
¥36 X7633400, The VG were taken under fire with gnimcwn results, At 0752 hre €
Infant:y enocuntered seversel vie XT650486 and suffered 4 Wiie Th

el Sl o o p—aN P iy poolhy




. . . e " amrr

" AVIDSWDAC 6o : 3 15 Juns 1966
SUECT:  Combat Operawwns after action Repcrt (MaCV/Ru3/d3/32) ,

vie XT683483. The 1/2 Infantry received sniper fire while enterins the basa .
caiip with 1 US WIa suffcred. The base camp suntained 75 grenades and mater{als & °
for making grencdes. at 1636 hrs 1/2 Infantry (=) arrived at RON pesiticn vig ™ @
XT1683485. u 1/2 Infantry closed that loeuticn at 1640 hrsy &t 130045 May tha

2/2 Infantry Lesan to S«D to the east from its RON positi~q at XT626507a 4% 0958
hrs 2/2 Infantry Bpctted 4 VG vie XT630570, The.VL £led hef.pe.thby ecild,be
taken under effective fire. At 1015 hrs is.2/2 Infantry suffered 7 WIA fron booby
trapped hanua grenades vie XTOL4496, At 1700 hrs 2/2 Infantry arrived ab RON
positicn vic XT6635C8s A patrold was sent to investijate a base camp spctted fed
- the air vie XT677515, &bt 1725 hrs this patrol peteived snlper fire from 4ig
XT677515 with negative casualties, At 0515 hrs 1/28 Infantry suffered 4 WIA 818

1 KIA £rom a short 8L mortar peund, Ab 0757 hrs the lst Lift of 1/28 Infaniry
was lifted by UHW from vig their AON position XT655C to an 12 vie XT5237a The

lsst 14ft of 1/28 Infuntry departed the P2 at €900 hrs and upon closure into 13
¢ame ‘under the operaticmal control of the 2d Brizade. The 2/28 Infantry moVed

fraa vic their RON position (XT632452) to the ncrtheast aleng the valleys AL .

0921 hrs 2/28 Infantry mads contact with an unknown nuber of VG vie XT657450 XYo@ -
£-1ting dn 1 frienuly WIA. Supporting fires were called in with unknowm Fesuizy
The '2/28 Infantry also discovered a small base camp which Quntained 3 VC. 2,38
Infantry estimohed 1 VC KIa, Affer conducting a searth of the area the 2/28 Inf
¢ontinued their S&D operation to the northeast, at 1231 hrs elements of the /28
dnfontry discovered a regimental size base camp. 4 VG were in the camp bub they
escaped, The camp ¢cnsisted of a large trench system, rumerous burkers and teg’
hutse 4t 1636 hrs 1 US soldier wes wounded as & recult of sniper fire vic XT6§0a
459¢ &rtillery fire was called in cr this pesiticn with negative confact, "locha,’
ticn of 2/28 Infartxy fov “he night ¢f i3 -3 Mag wag (T650480, The 3d Brigads \
(P remnined in the sams locaticn.. : _ o ‘

. s On 14 May at 0500 hrs B 1/16 Infantry moved from Lal KHE scrth alcng
Hclite 13 to secure an area for the Urigade CP and the 2/33 Artillery vic XT767«'"
466, At 0530 hrs B 1/is Infantry enccuntered a booby trap resulting in 2 US WIA
vie XT760420, 1 1/16 Infautry secured the artillery base area by 0030 hrs with
no further incidents, At 0955 hra the first 1ifh of 2/33 Artillery weparted fo¥

. XT787466 by CHL7e The 2/33 artillery end the Brigede CP closed into XT787466 ak
1045 hrs, The 1/2 Infantry began to S¢D ncrth and east from thei= RON pesitioy
&b 0000 hrs, at 0920 hrs they disecvered 2 very old bafe tamps vie XT6U54954
These camps showed no siyn of recent uses Tha 1/2 Infantry was held up et
porarily until the ertillery was in position to five vie XT7¢7466s They were
able o start movemunt agaln at 1200 hras No eentach was made during the day
end at 1700 hrs the 1/2 Lifantry moved dnto & RON positicn vie XT,02,98, The
2/2 Infentry began to S&D o the east in zune at 0720 hrs, 4b 0910 hrs thoy de39
$royel ¢ small bage eamp vis X7168351), 1 anti-personncl mine ¥ic XT67251L and &
smll widen bridge vie XT680512, &b 1255 hrs the 2/2 Infantry found a bace ¢amp
Y16 XT700512 which apparently was used foxt fanufactura of ammnition, The Bamp
destroyody The 2/2 Infantry cuntinued to S&D to thy east with no furthercone

et and closed dnte a RON positicn vie XT732517 at 1708 hra, 4t 0700 hrs 2/28

| checked an ared vig XT661462 whore there had beett sume VC tho night bow -
fcre and artillery had been fired, The 2/28 Infantry found scme clothing, doguw
gents and medical supplies that had been abandcned Ly the VC, Upon camplstion
of this scaich the 2/i8 Infantry S&D alcng the -%tlley, At JO17 hs they suffe:ed
3'WIA from a booby trap vie XT665465, The 2/28 Infantyy contimued to S&D east

. *h negative écatact and closed into a RON.pesition wig XT6924,70 . a% 41700 Miy
1966, The “rigade CP remnined in the same locatior, ) .

L4
’

/ On 15 May at U750 hrs the )/ Tonfart ry Liozer %o S&D sortheast fram thely

© PON posiiica (I.T7054Y3) alcng the valley, At W5 hrs a report was received fiun :

s/ &EVN that there was a V0 oompany vie XT725486, 4n airstrike was placed on %
docation anc the 1/2 Jnfantry checked the area cut »dth nogative results, 7The : %

3/2 Infantry continmed to Sk east with negative contaot and spent the adght in

& positdon vie XT754492. At U735 hrs the 2/2 Irfaitry began to SiD to the east

4o moue, At 1030 brs the recct platoon spotted 2 VC with black shirts’and o
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.~ Infantry contimnmed to sccure Irigads CP exd a:tillery bate, 4t 0800 hrs 2/28
: l}{) Infantry began to S&D euct in ecre., A% 0955 hrs 2/25 Irfantry received Sa fife
: from an estiuated VG syuad vic XT723459. .riillery fire was called on this area
with unknown results. At 1312 hrs 2/28 Infantry had 1 man WL4 from sniper firg
- —sAe XTT20470, The 2/26 Infantry contimuod to S&D to the east with no furthes

P -

* “contast and clcsed inbo a RUN position vie XTT75445 at 1730 brs. The Urigade
j&xemdned—in‘tha—samlocahion.

; -— _ . .
b-diay 1966 at 1230 hrs ths Lrigade TaG CP moved from vig Eil BalO,
T e o ¥TT0U68) to Lal LHE, The 2/33.artilery (-) camtinued tosupport the—opelxtlel -
fram vic of AU Delle whcre they remained overnighte &t 0000.hrs the 1/2 Infontry .o
o (~) moved fromt-thedr KON pusition (XT757491) to Highwoy 13 vic XT785485 where tuq@
ervived abt 07i5 hrs, a 1/2 Infantiv remained vie of RON position where at Q245 \ -
' ~ hrs a portion of thew was . picked vp by UHID and transported to the Lul IE aipy
strip to link up with adrcraft to transport them to PHOUC VINH. A% 1104 hra
1/2 Infartry (=) began movement on Highway 13 by truck to the LALSHE alrstripy |
The 1/2 Infantry gontinved moveremt throughout the day € PHOUG VLiH and wpon =
closure came under-the contrel of the 1st Dxigade, The 2/2 Infantry condneted
- " operaticns along Highwey 13 from ZaU 1OKF to XTTO5435, At 0005 hrs the 2/2 Inf
found a mine in the road vic XT767519. At 0813 hrs the 2/2 Infantry-desiroyed 2.
. bochyteapped CUU bombas vie 37784496 and 3 booby trapped M26 grenades vic XT7579
. 8§32 4t 0930 hrs a tax collecticn-paint was-Jarated vie XT792534. At 1215 hrs
the 2/2 Infantry-euffured 1 Wli from a saiper. A% 12535 hrs the recon platoon -
had reported thab 1 snipur ::med o% of a tree at XT799508. The recon platoon
pursusa and killed 2 VG by body court ard .apinred 2 veapors and at 1330 hrs § N\
2/2 Infantry killed 1 V0 220 <o wcpitiood T wogpen pwodiliy wowading another VG - .
vicinity XT769469, &t 1408 hirs recon platoon 2/é Infantry destroyed four 55 gals
ln druns of gasoline and six 5 gallon containers of oil vie XI797512, at 1516 N\
hrs ¢ 2/2 Infantry destruyed a mine vic X17:34492. It had about 10O meters of
wire leading from the mine. at 1525 h»s ¢ 2/2 Infanucy destywoyed a CBU bamb x\;g-
ged as a mine vie XT765,.C and at 15.0 hrs 2/2 Infantry received sniper fire ad.
&T790397 and placed 4o~ inch morvar fire on this arca with unknown results, - 4t =~
3615 hrs € 2/2 Infantry destroyed an 4F 2,75 inch rocket rigzed as a mine vie X{7t8e
492, 4t about 1710 hrs the ALVN convoy began passing the area secured by 2/2.
Infantry, after the canvoy cleared the area the 2/2 Infantry moved into a RON.
iticn vie XT765517 at 1945 hrs, &b 160355 hrs May € 1/16 Infantry moved Yol
KHE to surround +2 OB DOHG SO vie XT792431 in cunjunction with the 2/28
Infontry and to ceaws Hihway 13 from the nortd cheek point ab IAL KHE to XT790a
420, At 0905 hrs © /16 Infantry suffered L KIA and 3 WIA from a claymore ming
- VIo XT7:3437s it 2645 hrs B 1/16 Infantry recelved Sniper f£ire vie XT7C6L75. -\a“
) ; 3645 hre a man from 4 Company seb off a pressure mine along the Poad vie XT1793
435 destroying a 205 Jeep and resultdng 4n L KIA and 2 Wlie 4t 1837 hrs the ARVM
¢unvoy cleared the L/16 Infaniry area and at this time the 1/16 Infaniry moved 1.
into & HON position vis XT78646L, - it 1910 hra a man hit a pressure mine peculfa
ing in 1 WIs. 1/16 Infontry oloSed into their RON position et 2130 hrs, 4t 262§ -
hre 2/2¢ Infantry 1oved from its RON position (XT775445) to surround the villaye \
of AP LEN LCWG 50 in conjuncticn with C 1/16 Infantry, Thoe village was searched.
| : and a total of 75 VCS were picked up at 0320 hrs, The VC set off a command dee \
; _ tonated mine agadist the 2/28 Infantyy wdth negative vesults vio XT795438. AB
_ : 0900 hrs the 2/28 Infantry received SA ard M79 fire from vic XT794436. Mortaw
¢ fire wus piaced on this area with unkrown results, At 1130 hrs U 2/20 Infantry
Toved by tTick Lo duo YHE and at 1536 hrs the 2/28 Infantry (=) was relieved in
place by "2 1/16 Infantry and moved by 4truck to lal KHE closing at 160 hrs
and assvnirg Lase oamp security, ' .

Henem
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On 17 May 4766 whe 272 Intaatuy and the 1716 Infantry operated along
: Highway 13 from BaU LONG (XT7954) to IAX KHE fcr passage of aa aRVN convoy to
the south, The A% lery (=) condinued %o support the opuration from vio
? XT707466. :ho Infsutxy enowntered rumorcus booly treps and was harrassed
P ty smll sruups of VO thruughout the dey with neyative oarualties, The ARVN Gone
ﬁ clearcd the 3d Uricade TA0R ot 1500 hrs and all uniis began to return to
Jal KHE by vehiole, AL} uuits.alosed lato Ial KHE at 171730 May 1966 termimting
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SUWECT: Cumbat OpWkons After acticn Report (MACV/RUS/J3/32) .
gtunnage of 3.5 tons per dsy, The artillery btattalicn averaged 10 gsortlics pep
day with tctal tonnage of 36 tuns by CH47, Medical evacuatlon and support wis

* ptovided by Division elements, laundry wac returned to lal KHY as required fop
washing by 624th QM, The. hattallon lots of exchange clothing provided by tha \

Class I section of 1st S&T Pattalion did not work cut as well as planned, Tie

" were no% enowh uniforma for a change for every man and most of the wniforinz
extra large in size, During the period 1 » 16 May 1966 it becamg feccssdry
displace elemonts of the Drizade Trains to the base gamp dn order %o provide
quate logdstical supports The time and distance and alreraft availability !
pored this requiremsnt, The move was conducted with awailable URID holicop!
tod &t 48 recomended that In fulure operatlons trarspord fixed wing aiyeral
Gssd Lo thls type of movement, ‘

o mmspoen wosnrs CONFIDENTIAL

24 The 2/20 Infantry experimented with the new camnister round fo@ |
€he M79 grenade launcher, This pround proves mrginal in its initial tests, Tﬁ'\ !
. yange 18 quite limited and 4t is necsasary to alnm extremsly low when engagimg . \
frats at a distance of 40 meters, In owder *o train personnsl in the emplofe
"/ pen% of this ammmnition and cevelop confidence it is recomended that eufficleils
- &y darge numbers of this amnnition be issued to train all personnel,

be Chaln saws were utildged for cleaiing heliccpter landing pads 39 Q
| dense Jungles Lo
/ ’ ' .

f 15, comanmErs avvere: o
7 / Sume Jessons lsarned during Operation UTRMINGHAM weyes | .

: 8 Surrounding objectives prior to first Zight Ly moving elements dtﬁing ‘
/ g; %b::’ﬂ of darimess proved ¢o be very cffective and will be used Ixip often &n .
; ture, |

- : \ |
be 1= a definite need oy and X3y '
o mg:g:. a te £ mrksmanship and capdd S FRining \

In seny cases during Operation DIIMINGHAM the YC ﬁera able To e3eape
befause of the inatdlity to k111 gapidly on the pard of our soldicrsy

! ©s  Not encugh LOH!S are Avalladles Each mintenance §T0 fogdy
! @X01usLve Use of an LOH Lo two o thres hourd per day when moving <y ¢he Juticley

" © de The leng®h of 54D operationd quring the ralny season ghould be
Jinited €0 8 @ 20 days fcp health toascns, Many of frigads perscnnsl developed
ﬁa&s@m and espirotory 8ilmontd estor abaub 8 days dis to web.¢lothing

. U ‘ » *

|

!

. e There i3 & definite Mwed for treining of Lm mortar crewd to 61linds
@0 accldents, S e

L €» Pothfinders eupporting the 3d Drigade must know the exach plémp

' £78 and sunbor of alicraft available prior to the condnot of an opsration, 7he

ﬁt:%mtb-nm ckup site no later thon ane hour prior to arrival
ua‘b‘ ) ..

. .. & Buch cumpany sised unit needs & drying bax of Foom for redics aad
ofind e :imont, Sone radice went o the field in

:
é
£
;




