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SUBJECT:    Combat After Action Report -| Lessons Learned,  Headquarters,/ 
( Operation Atlanta, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment fifi-/T) 

TO: SEE nqimpypmi     .  

(i) C ovn ia T   aJrhssL   ^c//j>i A^ATJ 
1. Forwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report, Head- 

quarters, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Operation Atlanta (20 Octobtr 
1966 - 8 December 1966). Information contained in this report should 
be reviewed and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of 
AR 1-19 and by CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-1.9. 
Evaluations and corrective actions should be reported to ACSF0R 0T 
within 90 days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Com- 
mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the 
future" from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted 
for Ttee in developing training material. 
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'3 HEAD^LV.trsiS 
11TM ATOTRÜD CAVALRY »"Gil" 

APO San Francisco 96257 
ffl 

COMB/T OPERATIONS APTE5 tCTf*! IIPC^T 
OPERATION ATLANTA 

1. (II)    H2FJR1NCES: 

a. LOI 6-66, Headquarters, II F Force V, ?1 September 1966. 

b. OPGRD 09-66 (Operation ATLANTA), Headquarters, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, 6 September 1966. 

c. Map Series RVN, 1:50,000-631*31, 61A3I, 6«li3IV, 6Wi3H, 6!i!i3HI, 
6IMH, 651*3111, 65Ü3IV, 6Ui2I, 6Ut2II, 61iU2III, 61di2iv, 65UUIII, 65!wltf. 

2. (U)    hVlia-rftD TYPE OF OP-mTION»    11th Armored Cavalry Operation ATLANTA 
Search and Clear, Base Camp Security, and ROADRUNTSR. 

3. (U)   SATES OF OPSRMIQN»    200230H October - O82UCOH December 1966. 

it.    (C)   GENERAL»    On 27 September 1966, II Field Force Vietnam directed thr 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment to secure a base camp area in the vicinity of YS 1-.296 
to clear and secure highways snd lines of communications in portions of P?on Hoa, 

Long Khanh and Phouc Tuy Provinces.    Execution of tha mission TCS ir.itictcd under 
the code name Operation ATLANTA.    The operation conimancjd on 20 October IS'66.. 
Initially the operation was confined to the securing of National Hiphray 1 from 
BISN T'QA to XUA'r' LOC and a portion of Internrovincial Route ? to the eiea of the 
new base camp.   Concurrently, security would be provided for the engimtr work 
parties involved in the clearing and preparation of the area for oetupadcy by 
the Regiment in the latter part of November.    A few days affc*r the operation 
started the 1st -Squadron and engineer unlüt> «wo .j*in«d by the 2nd Squaircn which 
organised and operated out of a combat base in the Ong Qae rub'xzr plantation 
(YS #99) for almost a month.    The Regiment's general area of operation is ii*p4ctftf 
in Annex E.    Initially this area of operation was divided into 3 areas as shown 
o!i the Inclosed map.    ?***•" t.h« general area was expanded ** include 5 areas» 

While the 1st and 2nd Squadrons ware operating out of t'-ieir combat bases 
in the MAN LOC area, the 3rd Squadron was securing the Regimental Staging Area 
in LOJB BDJH and providing security for the BIEH HOA - LONG BINH area (Operations 
DiriONTOUN and MARSHALLTOWO.    In addition to providing security, the 3rd Sf ladron 
conducted aggressive patrolling activities and provided artillery fire support 
for the DONO HAI sensitive area.   By the end of the first week in Novenbcr the 
command elements of the Regiment were operating out of the base camp area to be 
followed in the next h weeks by the remaining headquarters elements and the 3rd 
Squadron. 

The Regiment continually demonstrated its versatility and maneuverability 
throughout the operation.    It was not uncommon to find the squadrons eperettog on 
three independent missions covering terrain from UJ KRE (Operation ATTLEBORC) to 
the northern most limits of the 1st Australian Task Force TACR as shown in Annex K. 
The Blackhorse Regiment ramnined constantly on the a'art ready to exploit its 
tremendous firepower and inherent crosscountry mobil-.ty. 

a. The reporting officer of this report is Colonel William V. Cobb, 
CoRnandlng Offioer, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

b. Task Organisation.   Control of tha operation was exercised by Head- 
quarters, Uth Amor jd Cavalry Regiment, operating initially out of a tactical 
command /lost at LOJK) BINH which later moved to the base camp area.    The initial 
task organisation is indicated below.    Due to the duration of the operation and the 
additional requirements placed on the Regiment, frequent ehangee in task organ- 
isation mare necessary and are show as the occurred in paragraph 6. Execution. 
Commanders are show in Annex D. 

D0WRAD5D AT 3 TSJl prriRV.LS 
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1st Squadron 

2nd Squadron 

3rd Squadron 

RcgL^orj'wal Control 

915th "Jn&ineer Company 

37th Medical Company 
55l«t Light Kaintenanca Company (DS) 
U09th Radio Research Detachment 
5hlat  lilitary Intelligence Detachment 
33rd CORC Detachment 
17th Public Information Detachment 
28th Military History Detachment 

5.    (C)    IfflBLLKHNCSi 

a.    Prior to Operation1 

(1)   VC Main Force: 

UNIT 

5th DlT HQ 
27Uth Regt 
8C0 Bn 27Uth 
308 Bn 27hth 
265 Bn 27Uth 
275th Regt 
239 Arty 3n 
250 NVA Regt 

UNIT 

STRSHOTH 

100 
1850 

U50 
Ü50 
600 

1600 
500 

1000 

(2)   VC Local Faroe1 

500 DOHJ »AI Bn 
860 Bn 
C106 Co (unconfirmed) 
R.1 Plat 
H.2 Plat 
H.3 Plat 
n.h Plat 
C33 THI XA Plat 
C270 VINH COU Plat 
CKAU THANH Plat 
026 C'IAÜ TILJ'H Plat 
Cl 7 CAH SO PUt 

STR3NBTH 

U5o 
300 
ijtak 

50 
20 
50 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

CURT3CT it 
PROBABLE LCC TION 

YS 6058 
K 5585 
re 553^ 
IS 5363 
re 5585 
is 5770 
IS 6781 
Southern War 2one 

CURRENT ft 
PROB'iBÜS LOCATIO?' 

IT 0352177 
IS 5875 
LOW KHMH Province 
TT 6006 
IT 650250 
IS 8lO9h0 
re 1596 
IT lflJÜiO 
IT 220170 
TT 070160 
IT 350730 
T£ 5257353 

DATE 

EVALUATION 

8/2 
B/2 

P/2 

a/2 

KTALCATKM 

C/3 
C/3 
C/3 
C/3 

Operation«) 
Operations) 
B/2 

Operationa) 
Operations) 
Operationa) 
Operationa) 
Operation*' 

(3)   Incidents:   VC activities along National Hijhxray 1 from BRK 
HOA to IU.'JJ LOG, south along National Highway 1 and Interprc/vincial Rout« 2 to 
BA RIA ranged from aibushea of OVi and ARVN forces to roadblocks and tax collection 
point«.    The nature of the iacidenta indicated an attempt by the fore«« operating 
along the«« Una« of commnication to restrict the movemaot of civilian traffic 
while denying their us« by friendly forces„    A complete list of incidents is 
outlined in Anna* F to thia report. 

(k)    RepOT-ted movements: 

(a) An ARVN agent reported that a VC Battalion loccted vicinity 
IS 2>% on It October moved to the *0N TR1CH Area vicinity IS 11081*5.    05 
•valuation F/l» (Comment!    No main force battaliona are held to be operation in thia 
area at this time). 

(b) A ISS agent reported a VC Batt lion vicinity TT y>V U 
TT 3501 to IT 3200 on 29 September 1966.    ARVN «valuation D/3, US evaluation 7/ Z-. 
(Comment:   Reliable agent report ha« unit vicinity TT 3301 on 3 October.    ?->. sibly 
company «IM eleeent of the 5th 7C Olviaion or the unconfirmed LOH) KBANH Pro- 
vincial Ccapany, C106). 

(0) An ARVN «gent reported the W 8 V8 Artillery Battalion 
was being transpoited from TT MOJ on 1 October to C*M HOOfC (location unknown) 
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on 5 October by local laborera:    AEV5T evaluation C/3,    (Connent«   ;,'o unit la 
Hated under that numbers however, element? of the 64a Artillery Regiment are know 
to be infiltr»ting South Vietnam and reportedly headed fcr III CTZ.    Leading ele- 
ments could hare reached XIÄ» LOC area by this ti-ne.    The rogiment was reportedly 
equipped with the Ü/1 66mm rocket firing treason.   Characteristics:   Maximum 
range 10km, effective range $00m, kill radius 2?0m.    US evaluation F/6. 

(5)   Snemy situation.   The VC can be expected to harass: convoys with 
«dries,   sniping, ninor attacks of up to platoon sise anyiAere along routes in the 
Regimental sector.   Mortpr and minor harassing attacks could also be expected on 
bass camps and combat bass areas.   Although not presently indicated, the VC does 
possess the capability of mounting a regimental site ambush on convoys Mid attacks 
on the Uth Armored Cavalry Base Camp. 

(6)   Intelligence sources} 
plan the operation> 

The following sources were utilised to 

(a) II P Force 7 Intelligence Report. 

(b) jigent reports. 

1 18th Division (ART»), (Formerly 10th Division). 
? Central Intelligence Operations. 
2 National Police. 

(c) Intelligence Fvtimate - III Corps Tactical Zone (III CTZ). 

(d) MACV monthly order of battle updated. 

(e) II P Force V Intelligence Imagery. 

(f) Pietcgraph maps. 

(g) Visual reconnaissance. 

(7)   The Intelligence information compiled for Operation ATLANTA 
varied in currency from four days in the case of order of battle (OB) reports to a 
little over a week for the incident reports.   The information incorporated in 
tho initial operation order was only two to four days old« 

b. During the month of November the VC continued to harrass the 11th 
Ar.jored Cavalry with units up to platoon sise.   Kie actions «ere characterised by 
mining incidents along the Saigon - Xuan Loc railroad, sabotag« and har«ca»ient of 
AlP's, P0T. dumps, bridges, and acts of terrorise on the local populace.    KLs af*i- 
vitiee usre restricted primarily to the Long dlnh - Bien Hoe area.   Information 
(agent reports) received on 13 November noted the presence of VC platoons and 
companies operating in Are« of Operations 3 0*03) thus giving him the capability 
of massing main force unite in A03 for a direct attack on the base camp.    However, 
available infoxuation indicated no such threat  >a.a imminent.   Agent reports further 

disclosed the presence of the 27Uth VC Regt along National Highway 1 between North 
South grid L'nes 50 and 60.    Other reports disclosed the construction of aiiburt. 
positions on the north and south of Highway 1 vicinity IT 6206.    Documents dis- 
covered in the vicinity of Hill 30* (IT udOO) indicated the presence of the Mtb 
Rear Service Unit which normally operates in PIJ0UC TUT Province.    Visual we«» 
iesxnoe flights by Poniard Air Controllers (PAC) revealed the possible evacuation 
by women And children from villages northeast of the baas camp.    No appreciable 
auo-rnt of information of immediate combat vain« was gleaned fro» the RSD HA» and 
SLAR Mis alone flown in smpsort of Operation ATLANTA. 

c. Terrain i*s a consideration, but not a limiting factor on Operrtioa 
ATLANTA.   The priitary are« of operation was oonflned to LON0 KHANB Province.    The 
central portion of LOW» KHANH Province generally has rolling terrain oovared with 
plsntationa and cultivated fields.   North of XUAJf LOC the area breaks ln--o a 
series of long ridges radiating from Kill 196 (TT 3912).   Vegetation in this area 
consists mainly of plantations along Rout«   20 and to the east of "ill 396.    Ihe 
area is interspersed with cultivated fields and hamlets.    To the esst of XUAN LOC 
the terrain is dominated by CHUA CHAM (YT 6010) and is covered with dense forest. 
On the south« high ground folloi« generally along Interprovinelal Route 2 with long 
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ridges extending east and west.  To the east of Inderprovincial Route 2, the 
terrain is broken by hills as is the area southwest of Xuan Loc. Vegetation 
in this area consists of isolated rubber plantations interspersed with culti- 
vated fields, but the majority of the vegetation i3 dense first growth, with 
some secondary growth.  Streams traverse the area draining generally to the 
east and west of Xuan Loc.  The majority of these streams are non-potable. 

d. CyPSYOT': 

(1)   Pr.ychological Operations: 

U)    Psychological operation during ATLVNTA began initially  by 
using a "Good Guy'' leaflet drop and utilizing lcidapeaker transmissions to announc« 
tha 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment's arrival in the XUAN LOG area.    Heports later 
received indict, ted this method wi3 appreciated by the people of the District of 
Xuan Loc thus developing an imnediate rapoort with tha local populace.    Leaflet 
drops «fere also made on suspected and known 7iet Cong positions and on Viet Cong 
controlled hamlets«    In conjunction with the drops and during tactical operctions 
loudspeaker transmissions both live and taped were directed at the Viet Cong from 
overhead.    Infonu-1 >.on received frcn ralliers and prisoners indicated that the loud- 
speakers vjere heard and that the leaflets were being read. 

(b)   j.ctivities. 
missions were conducted: 

During Operation ATLANTA the following support 

drop mijsions. 

loudspeaker hours. 

1 1,979,500 leaflets ware dropped during l6 leaflet 

2 9 loudspeaker iiisrions were flown for a total of 13.0 

3 5 "so Dose" missions "ere flown totaling 10.6 hours, 
u   5,000 curfew posters were distributed. 
2   39,1*00 news letters -»re distributed. 
6   200, 1967 Vietnamese calendars uere distributed. 

(2)    Civic Action:    On $ December (in conjunction with a cordon end 
search operation conducted by the 3rd Squadron of the villages of GVii <3J and 
BZNH DAI) a MEDCAP plan was initiated.    In addition .to nvsdical aasista ice basic 
foodstuffs (powered milk, bulgar wheat, rice, and cooking oil) were distributed 
to \hm villagers. 

Once the villages had been cordoned off tha paople were airlifted to district 
headquarter« at DUC THANH for acriening and issuing of identification cards. Over 
300 persons were trai snorted in tha operation. However, only 20 of then permitted 
the MEDCAP team to administer any medical aid. It was quite apparent from the out- 
set that tha people had been well indoctrinated by tha Viet Cong on tha dire 
consequences and offacts if any of then should accept medical lialp from OS troops. 
Tha food was received in much the same manner. 

This was the first time tha Dlackhorse Regiment has encountered a locale 
•-ihere sa many of the people «era pro-Viet Cong.    In order to counteract this 
situation an extensive psychological program has been initiated in this area stress- 
ins the importance of tha paople rallying to the cause of the Oovernrent of Vietnam. 

6«    (C)   KIS JIONI   The Uth Armored Cavalry Regiment secures a base cor-, 
vicinity IS l(29oj clears and secures National Highway 1 ajid Interorwinclal 
Route 333 from B1KN H0A (TT 0012) to OIA RAI (IT 6312)}  Interprcvincial Route 
2 from XUAN LOC to tha boundary of tha 1st Australian Task Farce (1st ATT) 
flrOR 8t TS 1*697; ilational Highway 20 from junction of National Highway 1 
(IT 3UIO) to aj vie TT 36IÄJ Interprovincial Route 333 from 0L\ R I (IT 6312) 
to VO DAT (IT 7332; opens and clears a route from vicinity TT W>1 to L0:O TR.13I 
(TS 1392). 

7.    (C)   CONCEPT or OPERATION!   The overall Odftoept of tha operation was 
developed with the idea of SnevHJBg the plan in four phases. 

a«    Phase I would involve a clear and secure operation along National 
Highway 1 from BJEN Han (TT 0012) to XUAN LOC (TT U$08) by the 1st Squadron 
with tha 919th Zngineer Company preparing to sraist in base camp develop- out.    Tha 
2nd and 3rd Squcdrcne would continue to provide security for tha staging area with 
tha 2nd Squadro.i ready to assume the mission of the 1st Squadron and provide a 
troop sis« reaction force. 
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b. Phase  II would commence with  the 2nd Squadron assuming  the mission 
of  the  1st Squadron and occupying  a combat base vicinity of the road  junction of 
National  Highways  1  and 20 while  the  1st Squadron would move  to occupy a combat 
base vicinity YT 4301 and secure  the Regimental  Base Camp site  (YS  4396).     In 
addition the  1st Squadron would be prepared on order,   to clear and  secure national 
Highway  1  and  Interprovincial Route 333  south and east  from XUAN LOC   (YT 4508) 
to GIA RAY (YT 6312).     3?d Squadron to continue securing  the  staging area and be 
prepared on order  to establish a combat base vicinity YS  3995  and  secure and clear 
Interprovincial Route 2  from XUAN LOC  (YT 4508)  to  the boundary of  1st ATF TAOR 
(YS 4679).    The 919th Engineer Company (Armored) would be prepared on order to 
move  to  the base camp and assist  in its development. 

c. In Phase III the 1st Squadron would continue to secure the base camp 
and conduot route security on National Highway 1 from XUAN LOG (YT 4?08) to GIA RAY 
(YT 6312) while being prepared to conduct a route security mission oa Interprovinc- 
ial Route 333 from OIA R..Y (YT 63I2) to 70 DAT (YT 7332).    2nd Siuadron would con- 
tinue its route security mission on National Highway 1 while conducting search and 
clear operations south of the road Junction of Routes 1 and 20 at the same time 
oiöwing routes to 0N0 *UB rubber plantation vicinity YS 3998j on order relieve 1st 
Squadrou of base camp security mission.   The 3rd Squadron would on order secure a 
combat base vicinity YS 3995l on order dear and secure Interprovincial Route 2 
from XUAN LOC to the boundary of the 1st ATF TAOtj and be prepared to open and clear 
JJ^iÜST ^«fü!^**1 ^^ Camp to L0«G THANH (YS 1392) and provide baue 
£5 £^tJ\ **? 3nglna6r Camaar "O"" «wW*" to provide «SstanoTfor oase camp development and combat engineer support for the^quadrons. 

d. During the final phase, Phase 17, the 1st Squadron would on relief 
of base camp security by the 2nd Squadron continue its route security mission on 
National Highway 1 from XUAH LUC to OIA RAY end initiate similar operations on 
Interprovincial Route 333 to V0 DAT.    2nd and 3rd Squadrons and 919th Engineer 
Company wc>uld continue with their assigned missions stated in Phase 111. 

8.    (C)   fflBCOTIONi    20 October,- Changes in Task Organisation 

1st Squadron 

Troop lt 3rd Squadron 

1st Squadron initiated Operation ATLANTA at 0230H moving out on National 
Highway 1 from the Regimental Staging Afcea in LOK0 BINH (YT 0612) organising a 
Q'aftat base vicinity YT li301.    During the move small arms fire was received by 
Company D and Hod tear Battery.   2nd Squadron remained in the staging area preparing 
for movement on 23 October while th« j*rd Squadron provided »»oorto tot 2nd Bat- 
talion, lyv Artillery Co XUAN LOG* 

21 October 

Troop B and Company D conducted search and clear operations vicinity 
YS UU96 with only light contact« Numerous tunnels *mr* unwworad ad destroyed. 
Troop L conducted operations to the east, burning 30 hut« J»! destroying 10 
tunnels at YS 35U927. At 211*0 hours Troop B received a burnt of automatic weapons 
fire wounding one man, and observed 13 VC probing perimeter positions vicinity YS 
U1O982. Fire was returned with unknown results. 

22 October 

Operation ATLANTA continued with only minor incidents during the day. 
One MU3 (AC.'.V) from Trooo B was danageo by a pressure mine at YS 155875 with no 
casualties.   Four Viet Cong Suspects (VCS)   were detained by Troop B vicinity YS 
u7ii8£7 and evacuated for interrogation. 

23 October - Changes in Task Organisation 

1st Squadron 

Troop L reverted to 3/11 effective 1500 hours. 

Operation   TL'.NTY. continued with negative contact.   A tank from the 
yixtti Src*>iteer Company ties damaged by a mine at YS Ui9983 resulting in one OS 
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VIA. 2nd Squadron moved from the staging at 0G5Ö with Troop Q and advance party 
•t.lements to organize a combat base at OiX} QUE vicinity YS 3999. 

2k October 

Operation TZANTA continued with the let Squadron conducting search 
and clear operations vicinity YS lh97 resulting in negative contaci. A h ton 
trvt•..-< with three passengers from the U09th Radio Research Detachment received one 
command detonated claymore mine and 3 rounds of small arms fire vicinitv YS 
Uj89?5f resulting in one OS KIA, one US WIA, and one \ ton truck imaged. The 
main body of the 2nd Squadroi departed the staging area 0738 hours, closing in 
its combat base at 0900 hours without contact. 

25 October 

Operation ATLANTA continued with search and destroy operas on 7 vicinity 
of the Regimental Base Camp and the 2nd Squadron's combat base rosulvuig in 
negative contact.    3rd Squadron provided security for the STARCOM siia (YS 030115) 
as part of UMONIOWN (continuous operation - security for 3ISN HOA araa), 

26 October - Operation ATLANTA continued with negative contact-,    l«jt Squadron 
conducted patrols vicinity of the Regimental Base Cairo and ROADRUNHER operations 
along Interprovincial Route 333 from IUAN LOC (YT UU0050) to Gil RAY (YT 630120). 
Day and night patrols were conducted by the 3rd Squadron from the staging area. 

27 October - Operation ATLANTA continued with the 1st Squadron making a zone 
reconnaissance south of the Regimental Base Camp.   During the reconnaissance at 
least 10 tunnels containing clothing, rice, hand grem-das, cooking unennils and 
documents were located and destroyed.    Thrse AC/MT'6 1"jVm T.-oop A ft*re damaged 
by pressure tyoe mines resulting in one US VIA.    Fegotjv« conta-rt was irads by the 
2nd and 3rd Squadrons. 

28 October - Operation ATLANTA continued with search end destroy operations 
vicinity Regimental Base Camps and BUDOf operations with a local Popular Force (PF) 
platoon achieving negative res'dts.    Trooo K orovided a convoy escort for 188th 
Maintenance Battalion from LONG 3INH YT 060120 to Blackhorse Base Camp without in- 
cident.    In conjunction with the 1st Squadron's activities along Int^rpxwincini 
Route 2, 165,000 leaflets were dropped from YS Ij690 to YS h683. 

29 October - Operation ATLANTA continued without contact.    Search and clear 
operations by Trooo A disclosed a hut containing 12 expended 57BM RR rounds, a 
hone made battery, and antl American propaganda, at YS k'65'858.   Troop F •continued 
BUD.or opor^Lw with a local PF platoon vicinity YT M»i0l5. 

30 October - Operation /TL'ITA continued kith local security operations around 
Blackhorse Base Camp.    Contact was made with k-6 VC by an an bush patrol from . 
Howltier Battery, 1st Squadron vicinity YS U56980 engaging the VC with small arms 
and hand grenades.    The enemy returned fire with 7-10 rounds of small arms and then 
broke contact.    VC casualties unknown; no US rawalties.    Troop L continued to 
provide security for the LONG BP?! ASP. 

31 October - Ooeration ATLANTA continued '.rith the advance elements of the 
Regimental Command Group closing In the base camp at 0900 hours.    Search and 
destroy operations continued in the vicinity of the base camp while Troop C 
provided eecurity for a bridge classification team from Company C, 27th Engineer 
Battalion (C) from XUAV LOC along National Highway 1 and Interprovinaial Route 
333 to C l GW HUT (IT 678198).    Trocp C received 10-15 rounds automatic weaoons 
fire vicinity YT h6U05) with negative results.    Search and clear operatiors by 
Trooo A located a hut (YS 353928) containing 250 Doonds of rice.    Progress continued 
on the dtveloDme.it of the base eeap by 27th Engineer Bittaliai.    Troop 5 uncovered 
200 pounds of rioe, IOC BA-30 batteries aad medical  supplies vicinity YT  3u305l. 
Trooo L continued to provide security for the r<0W> BIH! fS? wivh no contact. 

1 November - Troops A And B conducted a dismounted night march at 0230 hours 
encircling villages at YS l?09l0 and YS i|63996 with no contact.    The 27th Engineer 
Battalion continued to develop the bava etap. 
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2 November - Changes in Task Organization 

1st Squadron 

Troop P (OPCON 1/11 for base camp security) 

Preparatioi. for the displaoement of the Regimental Headquarters elements 
continued while Troop C road marched to OIA RAY (YT 621110) along National High- 
way 1 and Interprovincial Route 333 without contact.    Security measures were 
initiated by the 1st Squrfron to assist Company C, 27th Engineer Battalion in 
securing the OIA RAY rock quarry.   Security ooerations by the 3rd Squadron continued 
in the LO'K) BUM - 3I5N HOA area. 

3 November - Chaigss in Task Organisation 

Troop I OPCOH 2/11 for base camp security 

The Regimental Command Croup closed in to the base camp area (IS I14I965O 
at 0920 hours.    Troop A with support from Howitier Battery continued to opercta 
along Interorovincial Route 333*    Troops.' B and 0 received automatic weapons and 
•mall arms fire with Troop 0 observing at least six persons vicinity YS Wi962. 
Troop F engaged two Viet Cong vicinity YS 1*25975 firing 3 rounds M79 cannister with 
unknown results. 

u November 

1st Squadron 

Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery attached to 1st Squadron. 

Operation ATLANTA continued with the 1st Squadron pushing northward in 
conjunction with BUDDY cordon and search operations in the SUOI CAT area.    Sporadic 
mining and small ans incidents were encountered with no OS casualties.   Battery 'C, 
2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery provided fire suooort for the operation fron GLA RAY. 
Base crmp security continued to be maintained by the 2nd Squadron while the 3rd 
Squadron secured the staging area. 

5 November - Troop A provided security for engineer work parties constructing 
culverts in the vicinity CAV GIA HUYNH (YT 677198).    Route clearing operations 
proceeded nvtauard along Intwpx^ineial Route 333.    Company B, 27th Engineer 
Battalion comaeneed «ork *•>   < rock quarry ait« off N»tiT«»l Highway 1.    In evpcort 
of the Regiment's activities loudspeaker ooerations were conducted at VO DAT from 
YT 861*2 to YT 891*5*    Base c«no and staging area security continued to be maintained 
by the 2nd and 3rd Squadrons with no significant contact. 

6 November - Security and route clearing operations continued along Interpro- 
vincial Rou\* 333 with the 1st Squadron making a ehow of force at VO DAT,    600 
pounds of wheat were located (YT 61*7078) and evacuated fey Troop C.    Sniper fire 
vicinity oi YT 651*071 was received by Trooo C resulting in one US VIA.   Troop 2 
and 2nd Squadron trains closed in the Regimental Ease Csrnn from their combc.t base 
camp at 0N0 OUS.    Units of the 3rd Squadron continued to conduct security operations 
with elements of the 3rd Brigade Itth Infantry Division; no significant contact made. 

7 November 

Troop's A and B conducted diamounted patrols in ACfc while Troop C conducted 
a route redonnaiaaanoe on Highway 1*    In conjunction with the patrols, CUDDY 
operations were run with element« of the 52nd Ranger Battalion vicinity YT 61|0205 
east to YT 691*205 and YT.772280.   Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery 
displaced **> YT 690218 to provide support east of VO DAT (YT 7332).   Construction 
fit a eulvert bypass (YT 678198) wad completed by Company C, 27th Engineer Battalion 
and ooened f<n* traffic.    Security of the base CITO continued to be provided by the 
2nd Squadron} eta ing area sacuri <y was provided by element« of the 3rd Squadron 
with Troop L and one platoon of tanks from Company N working with elements of the 
>-i Brigade, Itth Infantry Division providing a screen of the LONO BINH ASP, with 
uo significant contact. 

8 Movember - Changes in Task Organliatlon. 

1st Squadron OPCOM to 1st Infantry Division effective JiOO bourn. 
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Troop I released to 3rd Squadron for Operations UNIONTOWN and MARSHALLTOWN 

lj;t Squadron terminated its operations in the GIA RAY - VO DAT area at 
1000 hours. Squadron elements cleared GIA RAY (YT 6311) at 1300 hours on their 
way to LAI KHE (XT 7738) stopping for - Class I and III resupply at the LONG BINH 
staging area« The first elements of the squadron arrived, 200km's later, in LAI 
KHE at 1630 hours, and by 1930 the entire squadron had closed.  The move involved 
approximately 200 vehicles and 1G00 men completely combat ready. Elements of 
Troop G relieved the 1st Squadron contingent of security operations around the rock 

quarry at GIA RAY while Troop E ran search and clear operations from the Blackhorse 
Base Camp vicinity of YS 4590. Occasional small arms fire was received by Troops 
F and I with negative results. However, Troop E had an ACAV detonate a pressure 
type mine (YS 457900) resulting in one US WIA and damage to the ACAV. The 
remaining Regimental units conducted security operations in the staging area and 
LONG BICH - BIEN H0A area. 

/P 

9 November 

1st Squadron continued under the OPCON of the 1st Infantry Division as 
part of Operation ATTLEB0R0.  2nd Squadron continued to protect the base camp 
and dispatch patrols outside the perimeter with no contact.  No significant 
activities occurred in the staging area. 3rd Squadron continued Operation UNIONTOWN. 

10 November 

Local patrols and security of the base camp area continued to be main- 
tained by the 2nd Squadron while the 3rd Squadron secured the staging area and oper- 
ated in the 173rd Airborne Brigade's TA0R as part of Operation UNIONTOWN.  1st 
Squadron remained OPCON 1st Infantry Division. No significant results were 
achieved. 

11 November 

1st Squadron continued under the OPCON to the 1st Infantry Division. 

2nd Squadron continued patrolling and securing the Regimental Base Camp 
with one platoon from Troop G providing security for the GIA RAY rock quarry in 
the vicinity of YT 6311. Troop G had an ACAV hit by a claymore mine (YT 627071) 
resulting in one US v'TA and negative damage to the track. 

3rd Squadron continued Operation UNI0I1T0WN and provided security for 
the staging area. An M Company M48A3 Tank attached to Troop K detonated a pressure 
type mine vicinity of YT 058149 slightly damaging the vehicle. On National Highway 
1 a 3/4 ton truck from Troop K traveling in convoy was hit by a claymore mine 
resulting in no US casualties and only minor damage to the vehicle. 

12 November 

1st Squadron remained under the QPCGH of the l3t Infantry rAvJ.tdon- 

Securlty of tlie base camp and the rock quarry cmfcLrasd to be mcfnteuKsd 
by the 2nd Squr ron. 

3rd Squadron continued providing support for Operation UKIOITCHII and 
security for the staging area with no significant action. 

13 November 

1st Squadron continue tc provide armor support for Operation AKT.7.ECR0 
under the operational control of the 3at Infantry Division. 

2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to maintain security of the bruo carp and 
staging rrea respectively. 

Hi November 

Activities remained the same with the maneuver elements continuing with 
their missions.    Company H eo »ducted search and destroy operations vicinity of 
IUAK LOG (YT 3810) with negative results. 
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15 November 

1st Squatiron continued to furnish support lor Operation ATTL330R0 in the 
LAI KHE area. 

Operation ATLANTA coitinued \iith the 2nd Squadron conducting local"*piitr61s iii 
conjunction with the security of the base camp. Convoys continued to arrive and 
depart from the base camp daily, traveling National Highway 1 from LCKG 3E'H to 
the Regimental Base Camp without incident. 3rd Squadron provided convoy escorts 
in addition to securing the staging area perimeter and oroviding one Troop fc? 
Operation UPIOWNWN. 

16 November 

At 2025 hours the Regimental Base Camp received an ostimated 30 rounds 
of 82mm mortar fire and 75mm recoiless rifle fire vicinity of YS 1*28981, YS 

1*62972 and YS 1*55975. Fire was immediately returned with io5 mm howitzers, 1*.2" 
mortars, and 90mra tank fire which quickly and effectively silenced the VC guns. 
Results of the attack here 8 OS WIA ard minor equipment damages. A later check 
of the VC gun positions indicated the enemy had departed in a hurry leaving 
unexpended 82mm mortar and 75""» Recoillsas Rifle rounds. 

1st Squadron remained OPCON to the 1st Infentry Division on Operation 
ATTLBBORO. 

2nd Squadron continued Operation ATLANTA conducting local patrols from 
the br-.se camp and securing the QIA RAY rock quarry all with negative results, 

3rd Squadron continued providing support for Operation UNIONTOWN end 
the security of the staging area. Troop L received 25 rounds of automatic vsapons 
fir« vicinity of YT 080085, fire returned with negative result*. Troop I observed 
and challenged 2 civilians in black pajamas breaking a trail through the jungle 
(YT 05711*1*). upon being challenged they broke and ran at which time the troop 
fired 20 rounds of small arms, possibly wounding one of them. 

17 November 

Patrols from tue 2nd Squadron searched the area around the base camp to 
locate the positions used by the VC to shell the camp the previous night. At 1135 
hours Troop 0 found 32 expended 75nm Recoillcae nifle rounds and one live 7&mn 
recoilless rifle misfire at YS 1*55979. A further search of the area found three 
mortar positions (YS 1*58971*) with six 82mm rounds, assorted mortar fuzes and night 
firing equipment. 

1st Squadron continued Operation ATLANTA under the opera4lonal control of 
the 1st Infentry Division at LAI KHE. 

3rd Squadron coi tinued to support Operation ÜNI0NT0WN and provide security 
for the Regimental Staging Area. At 2115 hours an ambush patrol from Troop I 
heard noises at YT 080118 engaging the suspected area with one round of M79 
canniater; two h • d grenadea were received on position. 8-10 rounds of M-16 were 
also fired in the direction of the noises along with »ij: rounds of 1*.2 inch HE 
causing a secondary explosion after the patrol withdrew. No OS casualties, VC 
casualties unknown. 

18 November 

1st Squadron continued Operation ATTLSBORO under the operational control 
of the 1st Infantry Division. 

2nd Squadron continued to conduct patrols and securs the base camp peri- 
meter and the rock quarry.    Probing actions were nadr  along the perimeter in Troop 
B's sector at 0155 hours <nd 2325 hours.    Suspected locations were engaged with H79 
rounds, results unknown 

3rd Squadron continued to provide security for the staging area and support 
for Operation UNICNTOW.   The 2nd Platoon of Troop L at 1825 hours received 30 
rounds of small arma fire vicinity YT 075066.    Fire was returned with H-79 and small 
arms fire, results unknown.    Contact was broken at 181*5 hours. 
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19 November 

1st Squadron continued to participate In Operation ATTI2B0R0 now under 
the operational control of the 173d Airborne Brigade effective 0700 hours. 

2nd Squadron conducted patrols In the vicinity of the base camp (TS hh97) 
and provided security for the rock quarry. At OOUS hours a patrol from Troop F 
received 5-7 60mm mortar rounds from IS U30951 resulting in no OS casualties. 
Artillery fire was returred with unknown results. 

3rd Squadron continued UNIONTOWN operations and security of the staging 
area. The area of operation remained quiet with only occasional small arts fl« 
ing. A squad size base camp was located (IT 095086) consisting of a 20 meier long 
trench, 5 foxholes, and cooking utensils. 

20 November 

1st Squadron was released from operational control of 173d Airborne 
Brigade and closed on the staging area at 2035 hours. 

2nd Squadron continued to conduct patrols and provide security for the 
base camp. 

3rd Squadron continued to support operation UNIONTOWN and security of 
the staging area as well as the L0N0 iEW ASP. 

21 November - Changes to Task Organisation, 

Troop K and L OPCON 173d Airborne Brigade in support of UNIOOTCHN. 

The Regiment continued Operation ATLANTA and was relieved of tho UNION- 
TOVN mission by the 173d Airborne Brigedo.    At 1025 hours a rmcimental convoy 
traveling on National Highway 1 towards XUAN LCI was ambv'hed vicinity IT Z/'JIQO 
to TT 290099.   Fire was immediately returned by th« escort platoon from Troop C 
along with air strikes by hclioopbe.'o and fi «liter ?ircr«Lft in addition to artil» 
lery being fired in support of the oeleagumred ccmroy.    The Xnt Squadron moved 
!#o MM aÜNBÜ alte as a reaction fjro* from the L0(<0 BINH staging una.    Major 
contact an broken at 1137 hours except for sporadic contact during thi remain- 
der of the day.    US casualties ware 7 KIA (5 from 11th Aaaorsd Ca?aW). 8 WT.A 
(7 from the 11th Ar=crsd C-valryh VC loeeee lnelirted a final total of y) XIA (BC) 
1 VCS.    '-eajons captured listed In Annex A.    US eru<?»*nt loss«« included a 
1013 destroyed, 1" M113 damaged, 4 2fc ton trucks destroyed, 1 UH1B damaged; VC 
losses included 1 57mm RR, 1 AH7 rifle, 2 RFQ rounds and miar3i±aneov.a documents. 

1st Squadron remained in the area of the ambush to conduct a sweep the 
following day. 

2nd Squadron remi1ne< at the base earn» oondnotiag security patrol» around 
the perimeter. 

3rd Squadron was revised from Operation UNIONTOWN at ltOO hours by the 
173d Airborne Brigade.   ContJauM to provide security for the staging area. 

22 November 

1st Squadron condajted search and destroy operations south of the ambush 
ei^e. Four more "C bodiea «are found with another 75-100 VC KIA (Possible. 
Bight 57mm RR rounds, a trf«pod VT&S mechanism for either a racollless rifle or 
heavy machine gun mas alas located. 

The 2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to provide base camp and staging area 
security respectively. 

23 November 

1st Squadron performed base camp security for a portion of the perixeter 
with no significant «vests. Patrols from Troop C found a grave (IT 27Ü072) con- 
taining a body with a pistol belt and one US grenade. 
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2nd Squadron conducted search aid destroy operations in the vicinity of 
IT 1*003 and provided security for a portion of the GI\ R I rock quarry. At llld* 

A3    hours Troop F heard 8-10 rounds of amall arms fire vicinity YT lt?5COl5; a Ruoep 
of the area was made with negative results. A platoon from Troop G received an 
unknown number of rounds of automatic weapons fire and hoard or.* largo explosion 
believed to be a claymore vicinity YT 570063. Fir« was returned with automotive 
weapons with negative results. A possible tax collection ooint was reported by the 
Air Observer at YT 575605. 

3rd Squadron continued to secure the staging area and supported Operation 
mrarow. 

2\x November 

Operation ATLANTA continued with the 1st Squadron performing convoy encort 
missions from L0N0 BINH to the Regimental Ba3e Camp; conducted search and destroy 
operations in the vicinity of their assigned sector of the base CJITO perimeter. 
Troop C reported locating a fortification complex consisting of 60 bunkers and 
trenches forming a "T" from YT 278057 to YT 2,5075, and from YT 276060 east to 
YT 281079. 

2nd Squadron conducted search and destroy operations (YS 3W5) with Troop 
F and provided security for the OTA R'T rock quarry.    On two different or.-a.:ions 
persons were detected along the perimeter maimed by Troop E.    » trip f?.äi*e was 
Ignited at 0315 hours revealing two persons.    Fire was received at thir tine 
resulting in one US '->IA.    Two rounds of iro>*+ar fire were received at 1Ü20 hours in 
the 2nd Squadron area.    Light fire teams wore scrambled and the howitasr batteries 
from the 1st and 2nd Squadrons were used to engage the suspected mortar position. 
.Reinforcing fires were al3o requested and provided by the 5uth Artillery Oroup in 
SUANLOC. 

3rd Squadron remained in the staging area providing security and support 
for Operation UNIOMTOWN. 

25 November 

1st Squadron conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of YT 495012. 
35 VCS were apprehended in a hamlet containing VC propagonda material and empty 
60mm mortar containers; seven were detained for further questioning.  Troop B also 
conducted ROADRUNNER operations from YS 4497 to YT 2810 without incident. 

2nd Squadron utilising Trcop F' opened Route 320 for tracked vehicles, 
from the base camp (YS 439956) west to National Highway 15 at LONG THANH (YS 140920). 
The bridge located at YS 205935 was determined passable only for wheeled vehicles 
with a bypass available for tracked vehicles. ROADRUNNER and security operations 
were performed by Troops E and G. 

3rd Squadron continued to provide security for the staging area and support 
for Operation UNIONTOWN with Troops I and L under the operational control of the 
173d Airborne Brigade. Troop K conducted ROADRUNNER operations and convoy escort 
from LONG BINH to XUAN LOG without incident. 

26 f'ovember 

Operations remained quiet with the squadrons providing convoy escorts, 
limited search and clerr operations and base can security. Suoport for U.TO-TOMi 
activities continued to be provided hy the 3rd Squadron. 

27 November 

Search and destroy operations by the 1st Squadron east of fcha perimeter 
uncovered 90 Uh volt batteries ot local manufacture in a tree wrcp?** in plastic« 
Troop A also found 9 VC packs with personal equipment and ;«w black nylon tajamta. 

The 2nd Squadron conducted search and destroy operation« northwest of the 
baa« camp and continued to maintain acnurlty of the OIA RAT rock qnarry site. 

Security «f the stating area, an»* continued support of UNIONTOWN operations 
were provided by the 3rd Squadron. Convey escorts were also provided for regimental 
vehicles moving to and from the base oanp. 
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28 November - Changes in Task Organization 

Troop E relieved Troop L of its U110MTOWN mission effective 1200 hours. 

1st Squadron continuad Operation ATLANTA with search and destroy opera- 
tions (YT U90Ö) northeast of the base camp with light contact, BSLDRIRINSR and 
convoy escort operation» vwre run between Blackhorse Base Camp and LOtD BINH. 

2nd Squadron operated north of the base cemp on March and destroy oper- 
ations and continued to maintain security for the rock quarry« 

3rd Squadron continued to participate in Ul.'ICtff OWN ilth Troops I and L 
under the operational control of the 173d Airborne Brigade. 

29 November 

Operation ATIANTA continued with the 1st Squadron,making a reconnaissance 
in force along National Highway 1 and Interprovinciäl iloute 333 from Xlüü LOC to 
GT.A R .Y. 

2nd Squadron assumed a portion of the UNIONTQWN mission under the oper- 
ational control of the 173d Airborne Brigade. Troop P provided escort for Itegi«» 
mental convoys and conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of YT 1(302. 

3rd Squadron continued on Operation ATLABIA ilth one Troop still par- 
ticipating in Operation ffittOtfrowN. 

30 November 

1st Squadron's reconnaissance ii force operation continued with no contact. 
A report from a 10th ARVN Division F..C indicated approximately 300 VC -.aere observed 
at YS U*85,    2nd Squadron units were dispatched to conduct a search and destroy 
operation which resulted in only minor contact. 

3rd Squadron ;<ieanwhile maintained security of the atr.ging area and 

continued to move its equipment and supplies to the br.se curnp.    Troop L completed 
its move to the base camp at 1315 hours. 

1 L^cember - Changes to Task Organisation. 

Troc: G relieved Troop I of OPCCN mission to 173d Airborne Brigade. 

Troop I reverted to 3rd Squadron control. 

1st Squadron secured the rock quarry and conducted HÖMJRUNNER 
ojiert-tiona between OIA MY and the base camp. 

2nd Squadron Operation JftTIAini '.4th negative contact and participated 
in Operation WUXBOM with Troops E and G. 

The 3rd Squadron (-) closed in the br.se camp at 11*00 hours, with the 
rf lining elements fran the Provisional Squadron. 

2 Dscem'oer 

leu Squadron conducted an area reconnaissance (YS U997) and a BOADRUillSR 
operatic i to GIA RAY at the sans time providing security for tlie QIA RAY rock 
quarry.    AT l(Afi hours a r.i supply convoy consisting of 2 HUBA3 Tanks and 3 ACAV's 
(from CasDsny D and Troop b) and 2 2^g ton trucks (one from the 27th Engineer 
Battalion) was ai.ibushed by an estimated VC Mein Force Battalion (Reinforced) at .TT 
627071 iMle returning fr>*i GIA RA.Y.   A reaction farea of the 1st Squadron (-) 

moved to the site shortly after coctact van mac'«,    .leinforcing fire cos received 
from 7 air strikes and artillery fire from the ftth Artillery Group at XUAr J/JC. 
The main ambush force was positioned southuest of National Highway 1 with elements 
of the squadron positioned on the west, north and east sides of VC Positions.   TAG 
air and artillery were utilised to seal off the escape routes to the south. 
Contact was broken at 1750 hours, with oolj sporadic firing continuing until 1950 
hours. 

W 
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Illumination ovor the sealed area and surpressing fires i«re provided by an ACltf 
"Spool" ship after ni^itfell.    As of 21*00 ho'-jrs US casualties mvo 13 MIA, 1 ACAV 
destroyed, and 1 MU8A3 tanlc damaged.    VC losses included 38 KIA  (vC), 3 wc-ohineguns 

^ (2 with bipod«) and 1 AKU7 assault rifle,    The attackers rore li^ht blvc u'dforms 
with pistol belts and bandoleerr of anbiuni'üion drapod ov*r tho.tr shoulders.    One 
noticeable item of clothing lacking wcs that most of them tiers not nasrifig shoes* 
upended rounds of 5'7mm and 7$•m recoilless rifle« Tier« found near the ambush aite. 

IBIT.0HrCF.ffl. 
2nd Squadron continued to secure the br«e cemp and support Operation 

3rd Squadron secured the base oamp and conducted area reconnaissance 
in the vicinity of coordinates IS Ul89. 

3 Dscember 

At 0700 hour« the Regimental O-amnandGroup moved to the site of the 
ambush while the 1st Squadron continued search and destroy operations south and 
nest of the ambush «it«. At 0720 hour« Troop A uncovered an errtensive tunnel 
system (IT 597063) and shortly thereafter captured 3 VC, 2 of whom were wounded. 
One of the VC stated that he was a member of the 1st Company, 1st Bat tali, on, 27J>th 
Regiment, 5th VC Division. At liiOS hour« Troop C ccpturod another wounded VC and 
evacuated him for medical treatment. Prior to daylight the VC'« routes of wtth- 
drawl had been sealed by artillery from 2/3$th Artillery and an Air Force AC-U7 
orbiting overhead. 

The 2nd Squadron remained at the base ca.ip and conducted R0'J)RlÄTi!2R 
opovaticnH bet pJri tho hasö oanp and LOfG 3IEH. 

The 3rd Squadron moved from the base camp to establish blocking positions 
along National Highway 1 from YT 580065 to YT 630087 in support of 1st Squadron's 
search and destroy operations at the ambush site.  Negative contact was made and 
the squadron closed in the base camp at 1815 hours. 

4 December 

1st Squad'-on continued to search the 2 December ambush site. At 1025 
hours Troop C captured a 75mm recoiless rifle with T&E mechanism and tripod at YT 
629073. Later on Troop C round 1 75mm recoilless round, 3 grenades, 8 entrenching 
tools, 25 foxholes and 1 VC KIA (BC) vicinity YT 634078.  Total losses from the 
ambush were I US KIA (from 27th Engineer Battalion), 22 US WIA and 99 VC KIA (BC), 
3 VCC (WIA). See Annex B for breakdown of weapons captured. 

2nd Squadron continued to conduct ROADRUtf 73R operation« between the' 
Regimental Base Camp, and L0?D BUB and provide support for Operation UliIOi'TOlJN. 

3rd Squadron continued to improve it« perimeter defenses while providing 
base o««p security. 

$ December 

ROADRUHIER operations ?ar« conducted betueen QIA RAI and LONG BET! with 
necativ« contact by the 1st and 2ai Squadron«. 

3rd Squadron nounted a BUDDY ««arch and destroy operation with the 1st 
Battalion U3rd Infantry Regiment (ARVN) in the vicinity of IS 1A5&50.    The ARVN 
troops made a.i airmobile assault after the 3rd Squadron had cordoned off tho area. 
Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 35th \rtillery was attached for the opeaatlon and organised 
a fire support V.se at IS I4J496.   A. detailed analysis a»d report of the operation 
la outlined in Annex C to this report. 

6 December 

1st Squadron continued Operation   TL J.TA with nTDRUNira operation« to 
QIA RAT and LCitt 3ini.    Troop B continued to provide security for the QIA R I rock 
quarry. 

The 2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to ««cur« the br«e camp and conduct 
BOADROfOCR operations to and from LOiD BX.1t. 
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7 December 

The disposition of the Regunent remained the same except for the 2nd 
Squadron. With the 1st Squadron securing the rock quarr} and the 3rd Squadron 
providing base camp security the 2nd Squadron terminated Operation ATLANTA and at 
1800 hours and came under the operational control of the 173d Airborne Brigade for 
Operation CAttkRf/DUCK. 

8 December 

The Regiment terminated Operation ATLANTA at 2lt00 hours. 

9. (U) SUPPORTING FORCESt 

a. Artillery» 

(1) Sise of Force t 

Howitzer Battery, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Howltser Eattery, 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
5Uth Artillery Group 

(2) How and '/hen Employed* 

(a) Battery B, 2d Bn, 35th Artillery (155mm SP) - 2 - It 
DBcerober - supxirted. 

1st Squadron on QIA RAT ambush (2 Dec). 

h-$ December - supported 3rd Squadron on Operation ALEX.'.•'DillA 
along Interpvovincial Route 2. 

(3) Concept of Operation! The howitser batteries organic to the 
Regiment were used in direct supoort of their parent squadrons vlch the additional 
miasion of providing general support for t!ie entire Regiment. General support 
reinforcing fires and harrassing and interdiction (B&I) fires were provided by the 
5l*th. Artillery Group. 

(b) Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 32nd /rtillery (OPCON to 5fcth 
Artillery Group leas command from 23rd Artillery Group) (8"/175mm SP) - 21 November 
and 2 December provided general supoort reinforcing and I&I fires. 

(c) Battery C, 7th 3attalion, 79th Artillery (105mm towed) - 
20 October - 8 December provided supplementary H&I fires. 

b. Signalt 

(1) IhtUi Bsployed:    A detachment from Company B, 53rd Signal 
Battalion consisting o± a radio relay terminal (Af'/HRC - 17), and HP radio van 
(AN/QRC-26D), a communication« center (A^MCC - 17) and 10 signal personnel under 
the command of Lieutenant Ing. 

(2) Method of Bmployaerti   T» uataehment was utilised to terminate 
ccmuand and central telephone circuite t   IiF Force 7, provide access to the 
Army Area Cottminioations system, and to orovids a consiunications center for the 
11th Armored Cavalry. 

(3) Execution:    The .Tegijcental Signal Officer determined what circuits 
were needed for the operation and • >rvarded Ms requirements to the II F Force V 
Signal Officer.    II F Force V then submitted uork requssts for the installation 
of Vie nsoessary terminals which were established by the 53rd Signal Detachment, 
lines from the terminals were extended by personnel   from the Regimental Communl- 
oations Platoon.    Initially, circuits were established to the LONG BINH staging area* 
However, as the Regiment cleared the area these circuits were dropped and others 
sstablinhed in the base eamp orea.   The first circuits in the bass camp were 
operational by 31 October 1966. 

(It)   Concept of Operations 1   The 53rd Signal Dstaehmtnt deployed with 
the forward oomMand cost elements off the Regiment <at 31 October and remained st 
the base oamp pi 111 imeffipn—1intcations bet-.ven the Slaekhorse   CP and higher head- 
quarters. 
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(5)    Resultat   The detachment provided continuous communications 
with hißh quality circuits throughout the opsratioo.   The operation of the Black- 
horse switchboard and installation of wire to all organic and supporting units in 

Cf the tKse cmp was accomplished by the Regimental Communic'itions fiatoon thus 
providing all units access to the army area communications system. 

c.    Army Aviation: 

(1) Un.'is Employed: 

(a) Aviation Platoon, HHT, 11th Armored Cavalry 
(b) Aviation Section, ITT, Vllth Armored Cavalry 
(c) Aviation Section, HHT, 2/Uth Armored Cavalry 
(d) Aviation Section, HHT, 3/llth Armored Cavalry 

(2) Method of Employment: 

w (b) 
Aviation Sections « General support of the Regimentc 

. .    Aviation Sections - Direct suoport of their respective 
squadrons; cross-attached between squadrons as situations«r^qülrdd. 

(3)   Concept of Operations: 

(a) The Regimental Aviation pi-it con provides a United lift 
capability within the transport section utilising six UH-lD's, and c.-Yisiund and 
control support utilizing the two CH-23G's in the comma id and control section. 

(b) The UH-ID's provided aviation support in a variety of ways 
such as command and control, logistical trooo and cargo lifts, combat trooo and 
cargo lifts, medical evacuation, reconnaissance, training, aircraft maintenance, 
administration, mail deliver,', FC, psychological warfare, and hauling of perishable 
rations« 

(c) The OH-23G»s \w0 used primarily for command and control 
and administrative missions.   They were also used quite extensively for convoy 
escort, artillery adjustment and reconnaissance operations. 

(d) The UH-lC's were effectively used in such roles as ambush 
suppression, escort of airmobile operations, truck co. voy escort, daily perimeter 
reconnaissance of the brse camp, and as a standby immediate reaction security force. 

(It)    Significant engagements during which Army Aviation played 
a major role: 

(a) Ambush suppression and search a»/ destroy operations, 
vicinity coordinates YT 2810, 21-23 November 1966. 

(b) Ambush suppression and search and destroy operations, 
vicinity coordinates YT 6307, 2-ti December 1966. 

(6)    Operation Alexandria in support of 3/11, search and destroy 
operations vicinity of coordinates TS lh&h. 

($)   Statistical data on \rry Aviation support operations. 

(a) Hours flown: 

1   GB43IK- 697 hour«. 
?   UH-1D & AH-1C - 1367 hours. 

(b) Sorties flown: 

1   Command and control - Ö9S Sorties. 
?   Combat Support - 3207 Sorties. 
J   Combat Assault - 337 Sorties. 

(e) Cargo tra. sported •» 62.$ Vr*. 

•*'                             (d)    Passengers transported - ii,357. 
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a        (6) Elements supporting organic aviation units: 

(a) 68th Assault Helicopter Company (airlifted 1/1*3 ARVN Regt 
on Operation Alexandria 5 Doc). 

(b) 506th ?M Co provided FOL support at the Regimental Base Camp. 

d. U.S. Air Force: 

(1) Employment: 

U.S. lactic«! air elamrnta were employed in support of the 11th 
Armerad Cavalry throughout Operation  ATIANT4. 0-1 Aircraft of the 1*CP, 11th Armor- 
ed Cavalry were flown daily in the support of operations.    Missions flown consisted 
of VR, from which valuable intelligence data was collected and submitted; FAC, in 
which tactical fighter end bomber aircraft ware employed against both preplanned 
and immediate targets selected and requested jy the Regimental S-2 and S-3 
sections; convoy escorts during which both 0-1, and when required, fighter aircraft 
escorted 11th Armored Cavalry convoys; and Artillery Adjustment, in which the 
FAC's in the 0-1 aircraft adjusted both Regimental and other support   artillery 
against targets within the area of operations.    Administrative fiigHs were 
flown by the 0-1 aircraft but these were mainly in support of TACP requirements, 

(2) Control« 

All Air Force elements utilised during the operation were 
under the command and control of the 7th U.S. Air Force (PACAF). 

(3) Effectiveness« 

The majority of the tactical fighter and bomber strikes were, 
as determined by subsequent agents reports, considered very effective. These 
agents reports must be relied uoon because ground follow un action was generally 
impossible due to the terrain and/or other tactical considerations. On two 
occasions when the Regiment had convoys ambushed by sizable Viet Cong forces 
tactical airpover was instrumental in keeping friendly losses to a minimu* and 
was of great aid in dispatching the enemy force, billed by air body count in 
these encounters was low due to the Viet Conj» iacbic of rapidly evacuating thair 
killed and wounded. Again, subsequent agent reports supoort^d the fact that 
the tactical air forces amoloyed were very rffectiv* and the actual body count x 
told only a small portion of the story, 

Oi) Statistical Data on Air Force Suonort Operational 

(a) Sorties Flown» 

VR . 132 

FAC - 39 

Escort - 13 

Artillery Adjustment - 10 

Administrative - 

Combat Strike - 1%' 

(b) Type aircraft flown »dth breakdown of number of sorties 

4 

per type: 

F-100 - 89 

F-5 - 29 

B-57 - 12 

A-l - h 

ACli7- 1 

C-l - 203 
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(c)   A total of 190 tons of ordnance was expended with the 
following breakdown by typet 

tf MK-56 X000# Bomb U3 
M-U7 750# QP Bomb 1A 
HK-82 $00# Bomb 172 
MR-61 250? Bomb 28 

260# Frag Bomb 21» 
BLU-1B/27B 7$0# Nspalm 228 
Cannisters of CBU (All Types) 30 
2.75mra FFAR 3U 
D.!unj nation Flares 19     # 
.30 Cal Anno  (Rounds) 15,000 'A/ ••• 
.20mm HEI  (Rounds) 9»6007(C#)O 

e.    Engineer: 

(1) Units: 

919th Lngineer Company (Armored) 

(2) Method of Bm>loymont: 

During the operation engineer elements were attached to the 
squadron« based on their assigned missions. Attachments in some cases were made 
down to troop and company level with an engineer squad providing the supoort. 
Task« assigned the 919th Engineer Company (Armored) ranged from base camp develop- 
ment and security to combat engineer support (clearing mines, destruction of fort- 
ifications and construction of temporary bridging). 

(3) Execution: 

On 20 October the 1st Platoon attached to the 1st Squadron 
moved to the «re« of the to&# c«pp rud >>agfln clearing fields of fire, utilising 
three tank dosers and one full tracked bulldozer.   tip lie the fields of fire were 
being cleared end the base oawp perimeter secured each of the three platoons 
were providing combat engineer support to tie various Awored Cavalry Troops 
täten an independent mission was required-    Specifically, a squad from the 1st 
Platoon supported Trooo A by probing *»id clearing irines in suspeciei «reas and 
destroying bunkers tunnels and bcoby trans.    One of the other squad* from the 
1st Platoov; while supporting Troop B on a reconnaissance mission encountered 
an ingeniously emplaod mine complex aesi*n-d to disable an armored vehicle and 
once stopped, destroy it with a cherg» that was pieced at a higher elevation than 
the first.    They also destroyed eneiiy buskers and trnntls m tiey were located, 
while the 3rd Squad      of the let Platoon supported Troop L on a search and destroy 
operation   it constructed a hasty bridge siossine in order for the troop to 
continue i4Lth its mission. 

On 26 October the 1st Platoon moved back to the staging area to assist the 
Company Headquarters in their move to the base camp.    The following day the 
2nd PI'toon completed its move to the base camp. 

By 31 October the entire ctmpany had disolaced to the base camp area end was 
busily engaged in constructing defensive positions and •andbegging living areas. 
Building materials were obtained and precut for use in construct!;« of permanent 
bunkers for the base carp.   In conjunction with the installation of the perimeter 
defenses technical assistance wits provided to the various troop units occupying the 
camp. 

(I*)    Results: 

By 8 December the perimeter wire and bunker systat was 60$ 
completed in the base camp area and «rk on the base camp roads and drainage 
ditches were $0% completed. Vertical construction was in its initial stages with 
priority of effort going to latrines, showers and messhalla. All base camp 
development projects were accomplished in conjunction with the 27th Engineer 
Battalion (C). 
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.{aeon iünrj ce activities were cor fined mainly to hasty bridge and reute 
surveyn. This was caused primarily because of the nature of the duties pl.^oed 
upon the engineer platoons by the units to which they were attached. These 
missions included tunnel and fortification destruction and minor road and bridge 
repairs. 

10. (C) RESULTS: 

a* Friendly Losses: 

m - 8 
UXA - 1*9 

Equipment lost or destroyed: 

ACAV - 3 

''Hqviipnant damaged > 

AC;,V - 9 
Tank ;'Ji8A3 - 3 
ÜH1B - 3 
WELD - 1 
OH23Q - 1 

»0 

b.   Enemy Losses: 

(1) Personnel: 

KIA (DC) - 136 
I;:CA (Pose) - 101* 
VCC -& 
TCS-276 

(2) ea oaj and arauinition: 

'.ecoillesa Ittfle: 
Ißmx insurant - 1 
>'7mm u/>*;unt - 1 

IlarV.re gun - 5 
Submachine Ron - 6 
.lockst 1-auncher * 1 
IJartar (60am) - 1 
Small  Anas - 8 
Artillery Hounds - 2 
uortar Iicunds - 25 
•lecoilless Rounds - 11 
Rockets - 2 
Mines . 28 
Orenades - 28 
Snail Arms AaMunition - 2570 

(3) Installations: 

Base cams - 8 
Fortifications 

Tunnels - 61 
Trenches - $9 

Tuanel/Bunker Complex - 3 
Foxnoles - 28U 

(U)    Foodstuffs? 

Rice - life tons 
Peanuts - 1 ton 
Sol.t - 1 ton 
'. IsccUaneous - 1100 lbs 
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(5) Supplies: 

^1 Uniforms - 77 sets 
Bicycles - 6 
Cooking Utensils - 52 
Batteries - 168 
Packs and individual web gear - b8 sets 

(6) Miscellaneous: 

Documents - Ul lbs 
Medical Supplies - 5U lbs (•) 
Flag - 1 (metal) 
Oil - 120 gallons 
Money - 53,000 $VN 
Slec-rical  Fire - 2200 meters 

u.   (u)   AH;T;.ISTR .Tiys M TT^RS: 

a.    Logistics: 

Hesupply: 

(1) Methods.   1st Logistical Command on request of the Regiment 
established a forward supply point (FSP> in the Regimental Base Camp area.    During 
Operation ATLANTA, resupply of Claan I, in and THA was handled by supply point 
distribution from the F3P.    Class V resupply was and still is being accomplished 
by sup fly point distribution from the 3rd Ordnance Armnunition Supply Point (ASP) 
at LOID BDIR.    Clans TI and IV supply (except PEL repair parts) were received 
through the 266th Quartemaster Supply and Service Battalion at LCNQ 3IMH. 

(2) Techniques, Logistical eonvoys were used to provide the 
primary mode of resupply for the units of the Regiment and the FSP, Aerial 
resupply was employed only on an emergency basis. 

(3) Basic Loads: 

(a) Class I.   Each unit of the Regi »nt ear.lv i a 3 day 
supoly of MCI*s on their vohioles with a 2 day supply in their unit trains. 

(b) Clr.ss III.    Dach Squadron Supxsrt Platoon is authorised 
sev&n 1200 gallons tank and puajp units by TOtl.    Additionally, ep.ch squadron has 
been authorized two 5*030 i a Lion tankers l.lth tractor by VflTOE (Ü3.-RV Form U7). 
Experience during the opuration has eho-.n that the Regbrant used an average of 
67.113 gallons of Class TCI and ILIA per week broken i^otm as follows:    JP-li, 8, 
90U gallons» A7GAS, 1,506 Gallons; KOGAS, 35,«87 gallons; JI6SEL, 21,216 gallons. 

(c) Class V - Below is listed a consolidated list of the 
tegi cental basis load: 

DODAC g sTJEICLVTgG 

1305-AOll Ctc, 12 Ga. Shotgun 
I305-AO66 Ctg, 5.56mm, Ball 
1305.^.3 Ctg, 5.56mm, Tracer 
1305-A12li Ctg, 7.62m, Tracer, Carton 
1305-A130 Ctg, 7.62W-.,   3all, 5 rd Clip 
I305.AI3I Ctg, 7.62mm, Linked, Ball aid Tracer 
1305-A127 Ctg, 7.62mm,   •Anked 
1305-ld? Ctg, Cal .30 Carbine, Ball, lOrd Clip 
1305-Al»75 Ctg, Cal .15 Bsll 
13CfJ.A557 Ctg, Cal .50 Ball and Tracer, linked 
131>-B568 Ctg, iiCmu, liü6 
I3IO-B57I4 Ctg, liOmm, Fixed HS, r.386 
13H5-C258 Ctg, 90mo, Safe, './? 
1315-C262 Ctg, 90mm, Caiinister 
1315-C266 Ctg, 90mm, IB 
1S5-C280 Ct2, 9CM.I,  IE-T 

BASIC LCD 

U0,000 
1,739,880 

579,960 
100,000 
651,1*80 
6l2,lh0 

2,265,560 
1,000 

27,855 
1,207,500 

6,08h 
U.056 

288 
2,306 

768 
l,Ui2 
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DCOAC # 

1315-CU5 Ctg, 10$mm, v/o Tuz-i 
1315-CUU9 Ctg, 105mm, Ilium, w/fuze MYSQ 
1315-CU51 Ctg, 105mm, Smk, 3 .«ecu, w/fai« MTSQ 
15L5-CU52 Ctg, 105mm,  Stalk, TC    w/fuze ITTSQ 
1315-CU53 Ctg, lOSbr.1, Smk, iTed, w/fuse KTSQ 
1315-CU5U Ctg, 105mr.f Smk, V?t w/fuse PD 
XJL5-CU55 Ctg, lCSiran,  ad;, TV.lov, w/fuse MTSQ 
1315-C70U Ctg, U.2« Horten B, »/Itas PD 
1515-C705 Ctg, U.2» Hart*.. % w/o AIM 
1315-C706 Ctg, b.2" Mretts, Man 
1315-C708 Ctg, U.2» Mortal-, Smk, rff 
1330-0889 Own, Hand, Frag 
1330-Q9CO Oren, Hand, Incend 
1330-0910 Open, Htid, Offensive 
1330-0930 Oren, Hand, Snk, Wiite, HC 
I33O-O9UO Qran,  Hand, Smk, Green 
I33O-0950 Qran, Hand, Smk, Red 
1330-0955 Qran, Hand, Smk, Violet 
I33O-H6OO Rkt, HE,  3.5" 
13U5-K1U3 Mine, AP, M181A, Non-bounding, Non-metallic 
13U5-K93* Thiokner, Incend OH, MU, 100 lb drum 
I370-I23I Sig, Mum Acft, Red 
I37O-I232 Sig, Mum Acft, Tellow 
1370-1233 Sig, Mum Acft, Qreen 
137O-L307 Sig, Mum Ond, Miite Star Cluater 
1370-L311 Sig, Mum Qnd, White Star, Para 
I370-L3IU Sig, Ilium Qnd, Qreen Star, Cluster 
I370-L315 Sig, Mum Qnd, Red Star, Cluater 
137O-L320 Sig, Smk, Qnd, Red 
J-370-L322 Sig, Sink, Qnd, Yellow 
1370-L323 Sig, Smk, Gnd, Red, Para 
I37O-L32U Sig, Smk, Qnd, Qreen, Para 
I37O-LUO7 Plare, Acft, para 
1370-ÜI95 Plare, Surface, Trip, MU9 
I370-L62I Starter, Fire 
1375-M023 Chg, Demo, Block, Camp, CU 
I375-MO3O Chg, Demo, Elock, TNT, \\ lb 
1375-M031 Chg, Demo, Block, TNT, fe lb 
I375-MO32 Chg,  Demo, Block, TNT, 1 lb 
137£*M130 Cap, Blasting, Spec-Elec, J2 
13?i>-M131 Cap, Blasting, Spec-noa-Elec 
1375-M2U1 Dast, Ex?lc3i7e, MIO 
1375-MU56 Cord, Dato, Reinforced 
1375-M670 Fuse, Blasting, T^jne, Explosive loaded 
1375-M766 Ignita, Wtoe Blasting Fuse, Pull Wire Type 
13UO-HU96 Rkt, 2.75», "/motor 
13UO-H555 Rkt, 66mra, Heet, M72 
139O-N2O0 Fuse, Point Dato, M78, CP 
I39O.N319 Fuse, Point Dato, M51A seriaa 
1390-N335 Fuze, Point Deto, M557 w/booater M12$A1 
1390-10:12 Fuse, Proximity, MS13 aeries 

BASIC LOAD 

3,600 
255 
15 

% 
270 

15 
2,592 
1,037 

259 
U32 

8.U32 
5.9U1 
1,000 

960 
399 
399 
399 
108 
792 

Jz- 

6U 
6U 

500 
1,000 

500 
500 
200 
200 
200 
200 
250 

5,676 
225 

1,U80 
300 
200 

1,850 
1,850 
1,850 

180 
9,000 
6,000 
1,850 

350 
Uoo 

39 
1,998 

261 
2,U03 

indicated belowt 

KOMSNCLATDRE 

(d)   Weapons densities (Regiment and attached units) 

am O/H 

Rifle, Mill U75 88U 
Rifle, H16 2,623 2,23U 
MQ, 7.62m, M60 8U7 8U7 
MQ, 7.62s«, M6CC ua U8 
HO,  7.62mm, M73 63 63 
Carbine, Ml 18 18 
Pistol, H19UA1 1,007 \.006 
Subnachinegun, M3A1 1U5 tf 
iC, Cal .50, M2 583 T. 
Grenade Launcher, 1179 3U7 'Jfy 
ffl.59 (1U tabes each) 12 i? 
Rocket Launcher. 3.5" 
M5 (uCasi aarial) 

18 18 
U U 
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i?aci!CL\Tias AUTH O/H 

H6 7 7 

H23 6 6 
M29 11 0 

b.    Transportation.    The Regiment relied principally on organic transpor- 
tation supoort located in the support platoons of the squadrons for its combat 
service support.    Token supjort was provided by the Saigon Area Transportation 
Officer to move 2,500 short tons of WABTCC, COHNEX containers and tenta;;e from the 
staging area to tha base camp area.    The Regiment was required to pickup Class II 
and IV supplies (less repair parts) and Class V from supply points in the LCl'Q 3INH 
area (an approximate 110km turn around).   The same combat service sipport vehicles 
were also used to deliver from the base camp supply points to the squadrons which 
in some cases involved another 110km turn around.    The use of tactical support 
vehicles to return to rear area supply points as well as deliver from forward 
supply points to the units of the Regiment has resulted in the accumulation of 
exceaai/e mileage on the tactical supoort vehicles of the Regiment.    This situation 
will be alleviated somewhat when a planned foruard supply point for Class V is 
established in the base camp.    However, the problem of Class II and IV will 
continue until such ti -e as a FSP is established for these supplies. 

O«   itedical Valuation and Fospitalization. 

(1) Concent:    The squadron medical pi,toons would provide immediate 
treatment and prepare casualties for evacuation to the 37th Medieal Company 
and/or request "Dust Off" support.   Aero medical suoport 'ould be provided by either 
the Regimental Aviation Platoon or Aeromedical units located at Lrm 3INH depending 
on the availability of aircraft. 

(2) Execution:    "ach armored cavalry troop normally h?d medical 
personnel a,>c! evacuation vehicles attached to than from the souadron headquarters 
troop.    Initial medical aid was provided by these aidmen while awaiting 
aeroevacuation.   '.Jhemver a landing zone could not be secured or the terrain was 
such that the helicopters could not land, th*j attached evacuation vehicles were 
utilized to move the casualties to the squadron aid station end subsequently to 
the 93rd Evacuation Hospital in LGNQ DIM! or the 3rd Field Hospital in SAIGON. 
Ovrsr 90$ of the Regiment's casualties were evacuated by air.    Response to "Oust 
Off* request» was immediate and highly effective.    On several occasions the "Dust 
Off" pilots exposed themselves and their aircraft to heavy enemy fire as well as 
friendly artillery fire in order to avacuate a critically wounded trooper« 

12. (U)   SPECIAL EQUIPMENT   iP T3CIT-T-KBS»    Ho special techniques or 
equipment were employed or developed during Operation ATLANTA. 

13. (U)   Car. ITO.Jj AIT LYSI3;    Operation JUKI proved to be a most aucceeo- 
ful operation not only from the standpoint of casualties inflicted on the Viet 
Cong but the number of lines of communication that have bean opened to friendly 
traffic.    Ho longer can the Viet Cong frealy utilise then for movement of their 
forces and supplies nor set up tar: collection points to harass and extort money 
from the loc.-l populace.    'The persist mt, aggressive and far reaching actions of 
the Regiment have continually !:ept h m off balance thus preventing t "Y massing 
of forces for any sizable atback.    The two instances (ambushes) then ne was 
able to mount an offensive action resulted in complete routs.    Geographical 
locations heretofore considered privileged Viet Cong sanctuaries were breached 
by the amored columns of the Dlackhorse Regiment destroying base camps, 
fortifications, and capturing precious stores of food.    The operation only 
further demonstrated the flexibility, effectiveness, end prowess of an Armored 
Cavalry Regiment in an insurgency environment.   The situations encountered by 
the 31cckhorse ran the gamut from RO. DRUiTCR and convoy escort missions to 
cordon ~nd search ooeratioi s whereby the squae'ro a had to seal of •' and then movu 
in and physically root the Viet Cong Forces.    On each occasion the enemy wes 
decisively engaged and felt the full oombat ootar of the Regiment with telling 
results.    Throughout the operation the Regiment has baen able to move at will 
in LCi'Q HI1IH and 31 w; TUX Provinces and the northern mrst portion of Fix: TUT 
Province both on and off the liighuaya experiencing lit lie difficulty with 
terrain or googrrphieal obstacles. 
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(deration ATLiT- was the Regiment's initial operation in the XD&1! LOC - 
VO DAT areas and initial effort« vere being expended securing and organizing the 
bafle camp, ho..aver, on at least t'.ro occasions AKVN and Popular Force units 
participated in search and clear/destroy operations in the Blackhorse TACR. 
Much of the He glint's preliminary efforts -.•ere devoted toward establishing lineo 
of communication idth tl:e 18th ARVN Division, District and Province officials 
end the National Polios*   Currently the Regiment has exchanged liaison officers 
with the 18th Division and turn   established 2U hour contact with the local 
Vietnamese officials.    Additionally, a Halted program has been instituted thereby 
the Hatioial Police accompany the squadrons on their operations which so far 
have proved noct bensflcial to all concerned.   Future plans call for an expansion 
of this progran idth the ultiaate goal of speeding up the paeifioation effort in 
LO» KHAJB and Blffl TOT Provinces. 

Ill*    (0)    I3S.xaB m-JUEDi 

a.   Operations« 

(1)    Item:    Obtaining olearance to engage saapans. 

Discus aioni   'hen there is a possibility of helicopter fire 
teams enoountering saapans, Target clearances and identification problems may 
arise since olearance oust be obtained frou District.   This requirement causes 
undue delay and often results in the target escaping, the area before clearance 
can be obtained. 

W 

Observation! The problem can be greatly simplified and 
facilitated by oerrying a Vietnamese Official on board one of the ships \to is 
authorised to give permission to fire once the target has been identified« 

(2) Item» Employment of oombot engineer platoons. 

Discussion; During operations adequate and efficient 
engineer support is not always provided because the platoons are often fragmented 
even though operational requirements end missions sometimes do not warrant the 
employment of an entire platoon. 

Observation» Commanders should evaluate their engineer 
aupoort available and in consonance idth the mission at hand assign tasks to 
the engineer «omnander at the same time liiaintaining support flexV-xHity« 

(3) Item» Control of mir spar« «••r the battlo area. 

Discussion! During an ambush there were four observation 
aircraft, four UI3JJ gunshlps, a medical evrcuation helicopter, aad one command 
helicopter all over the ambuuh 3ite at cne tine or the other.  ith the possible 
exception two of the four observation aircraft vere there by necessity. 
In addition high Performance aitcrr.ft uere making striken on each side of the 
road which resulted in a f:w «ear misses. 

Observation; Che airborne element should coordinate the 
airspace above the battle arsa trf-en more than one type of aircraft is operating in 
the area. The old rule of th.mb that the slower aircraft should temporarily 
leave the urea until the faster ships have delivered their jardnance -»ul# be 
very appropriate in this ease. 

(U) Itemt Convoy reaction force. 

Discussion! The ambushes of 21 Hovembor and 2 December clearly 
Indicated the n -ed end the value of a highly mobile, and self sustaining force 
wit', the capability of rapidly closing with the enemy. 

Observation! Convoy reaction forces should be eonposed of 
armor elements, if possible, supplemented with rrmed helicopters (AH-1C). 

(5) Itemi Reaction of oonvoy escorts in an a« bush. 

Discusslont ascent experiences have shown that the first 
minutes cf contact and reaoCon thereafter by the escort are most critical« 
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Without exception If the escort had not, once clear of the killing tone, returned 
to the ambush site firing every we'an on available the conveys vould have bean 
overrun by the VC. 

Observation»   Maximum firepower and bold Sxecution of 
counterambush techniques will effectively neutralise the ambushing forces 

(6) Item:   Locution of Viet Cong ambush forces. 

IH«.r;asion:    During the 21 November 1966 ambush the Viet 
Cong positioned '.h«c5r"'Jvcö"ii:~ths grass and undergrowth flanking (2 to 3 meters) 
the road with thn ar>oar-.n:; idea that the gunners field of observation wuld be 
masked by their own vehicle (ACAV). 

Observation;   ACAV gunners should be trained to fire ahead, 
to the rear, and down =->s the vehicle passes through a killing a one. 

(7) Item»   Employment of hand grenades in an ambush. 

Discussion;    Experience has shown that the Viet Cong 
position their closest forces just off the road sometimes in the drainage ditches, 
llachineguns located on the ACAV'a experienced difficulty in effectively covering 
the close-in, immediate area on either side of the vehicle. 

Observation;   The band Grenada is an excellent close in 
counterambush weapon. 

(8) Item;    Employment of snipers as part of the ambush force. 

Discussiont   The employment of Suipers particularly in 
ambush sites having rubber or similar height trees can inflict heavy casualties 
on the ambushed clement.    Snipers are very effective became the ambushed force 
normally is concentrating its attention on the forces on the ground. 

Obaervaf-oni    ?lans for fire distribution should included 
the engagement of possible srdjH»>"locations once contact has been mt.de. 

(9) Item»    Utilisation and employment of armed helicopters. 

Discussion»   The armed helicopters (AH-1C) organic to the 
Armored Cavalry Regiment can hosT be utilised and erolcyed when ca.n<;lidatod at 
Regimental level (air c?velry trow).    This allows greater flexibility and 
oon-Mnuov* support for coranitted mcimwr (squadron») £o***a. 

Observation;   Armed he\t<"K»t«rii con«o'Kc,fted for combat and 
combat support missions" will allow continuous and greater asrial sunport for the 
armored cavalry squadrons 

(10) Item;    Liaison requirements« 

Discussion»    During CporaMon ATLANTA a liaison officer was 
assigned to the 10th aJtfflTUvISIcn in lCUI LCC and the 10th ATtVN in turn assigned 
an ARVH officer to &!, 11th A.<md Cav Re*t.    IT is nadt rapid coordination possible 
and has proven invaluable. 

Observation»    Timely lieison with other units in an area of 
operation* is of great iiirpcrtance7 *"* can p. «ovide information that would be 
otherwise unattainable. 

(11) Item»   Control of oo-ivoys. 

Discussion»    During Operation ATLANTA numerous convoys 
moved to and from the RsglmentajTBase Camp.   Control of these convoys during 
movement and limiting their eise became a problem.   During movement there is the 
ever present thaeat of ambush, especially against such lucrative targets as resupply 
convoys, and control becomes even more difficult and important. 

Observation»   Convoys must be effectively controlled sad 
their eise limited to reduce the possibility of VC exploitation of >»ak points. 
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(12) Itemi    Signal support. 

Discussion:   When a regimental forward or tactical command 
port is employed, a multi-channel radio link is necessary to extend necessary 
command and control circuits.   This aupoort must be requested from a higher head- 
quarters.   If there is sufficient tin» for planning, support can be programmed 
and obtained.   However, if a situation develops rapidly, this support may not 
be available to deploy with the tactical CP. 

Observation«    A need exists for a permanently assigned multi- 
channel radio link within an armored cavalry regiment.   Equipment has been re- 
quested expected in-country in July. 

(13) Item»    Command Post Vehicle M-577A1. 

Discussion:    When the command post vehicle M-577A1 is used 
as a "fixed station•» CP, the heat build-up inside the vehicle causes deterioration 
of parts in the communication equipment.   There are measures that can be taken 
to alleviate the heat buildup. 

1. Insure adequate ventilation. 
?   Utilize a fan to cool equipment. 
3   Keep radio transmissions to a minimum. 
U   Provide overhead shelter for the M-577A1. 
J  When not transmitting, place the T-195 in the standby 

position« 

Observationi   Radio operators and supervisors should be made 
aware of the measures to be taken to prevent damage to ceramicationa equipment in 
the H-577A1 when operating in a static position. 

(Hi)    Item:   Frequencies. 

Discussion!   The frequency spectrum has proven to be extremely 
crowded in ITI CTZ.   Constant command emphasis and supervision is needed to mini- 
mise interference and expedite traffic passage. 

Observationt   Frequency interference exists, but units can 
coramunioatav aod mak* 3H58ÖRF5 use of a*Hizned freau«nrt*«>a by obaerving »—wet 
procedures* 

b. Training. 

Itemi    Rules of engagement training. 

Discussion!    Rules of engagement as imposed in parts of 
Vietnam require the individual soldier to initiate combat under varying conditions 
and with a variety of canons.   Without specific training oriented towards this 
type of engagement the rs-nuta could be detrimental to our efforts in Vietnam. 

Observation;    COWS training for Vietnam bound troops should 
include acme of the general rulea of engagement i.e. action ageinat snipers in 
towns, progression of weapons to be used and destruction of homes and huta and why 
these rules are necessary.    Onee assigned to a unit in-country the individual 
should receive further instruction on any rulea common only to that unit. 

c. Intelligence. 

Item! Patrols. 

Discussion! Daylight recon patrols and night ambuah patrols in the 
vicinity of both the staging free and base cam have been found to be extremely 
effective in deterring VC attacks on these areas. 

Observations An aggressive plan for nstrolling the areas around 
base camps will deny the VC opportunities to plan, practice and execute attacks. 

>k 
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d.   CA/PSYOPS. 

*-7 (1)   Item    Loudspeaker operations. 

Discusslont    Information received fron Viet Cong prisoners and 
ralliera lidica-1« that loudspeaker mission« are not effective whan flown above, 
2,000 feet or on windy days. 

r>?er/atlom    The altitude and wind activities will have a 
direct effect on tho'oVerÖJT recults of loudspeaker missions. 

(2)   Tw*t   CM» Hoi Pvovrm. 

pjgctgsloa»    Reports continue to cone in fron the field stating 
that the Viet Cons dö not iVtTjt ti>e allied fore«! in particular the Americana. 
It is quite apparent thslfc Viet Cons propaganda is still fable to influence their 
thourjhta.    All the miller? in UM\ KH'KH Rswvinoa during Operation ATLANTA turned 
themselves in to GVW *.°id AF.VN fci»i». 

Observation:    I/»-jAn/ra at »J.1 echelons of command must be aware 
of and stress the Importance cf tha Chieu Hoi Program and especially ho* to identify 
and handle a ralliar. 

•   Additional lesson* lir**d in Annex C Operation Alexandria 
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ikPRATIVE OF THE AMBUSH OF ' 
21 NOVEMBER 1966 

INTRODUCTION (C) 

On 21 November 1966 a large convoy escorted by nine Armored Cavalry Assault 
Vehicles (ACAV's - Modified Mil3 Armored Personnel Carriers mounting a 50 caliber 
machine gun with hatch armor and two side mounted MöO machineguns, each witl* an 
armored gun shield) vas ambushed on National Highway One between 3IEN HOA and 
XUAN LOG (YT 27509930 YT 299097) by elements of two battalions of the Vlut Cong 
27(|th Regiment.   The escort successfully defended the convoy despite the fact 
that the VC were well entrenched and emoloyed 57 and 7&m recoilleos rifles, 
mortars,  automatic waanoua,  and anall erms and grenades. 

BACKGROUND (C) 

Operation ATLANTA, whi«*.h be;»an or, 20 October 1966, was the operation In 
which the 11th Annored Cavalry ß»*r.inent cleared, secured, and occupied a base camp 
in the vicinity of LONG GIAP, YT fcfcJfS, 12km south of XUAN IOC, RVN.   The oonvoy 
of 21 November was one of many conveys moving supplies, equipment and men from 
the staging area to tho base camo CJ Operation ATLANTA progressed. 

Units represented in the vonvoy included Headquarters and Headquarters Troop 
11th Armored Cavalry, "oth Military History Detachment, 33rd Chemical Detachment, 
11th Armored Cavalry Tactical Air Control Party, 5Ulst Military Intelligence 
Detachment, «8th Transportation Group, as   Jell as elements of the SI, S2, S3, 
and Sit staff sections of Headquarters, 11th Armored Cavalry. 

The terrain and vegetation in the area provided good fields of fire and con- 
cealment for the ambush force.    On the south side of Highway One, where the 
heaviest concentration of enemy troops was located, the brush, jungle and secondary 
growth begins at YT 275099 and continues to YT 282100, Where an area of grass and 
banana trees begins (see sketch map).   This area continues to YT 292098 where brush 
and high grass dominate the area,    'ihe north side of the road is generally level or 
with only gentl* slopes and consists of high grass vegetation interspersed with 
low scrub brush, throughout the ambush area. 

Less than ten minutes prior to the ambush, an intelligence report was 
received by Sir, 11th Armored Cavalry, indicating that VC forces were in position 
at rfiat soon proved to be the ambush site.    This Information w p****d i«a*dla£»]jr 
to the 1st Squadron, parent unit of the eonnyr escort platoon, 

THE AMBUSH Of 21 NOVEMBER 1966 (C) 

The escort commander received warning of the impending ambush when his own 
vehicle was less then 1,000 yards from the ambush site.    All vehicles except the 
lead ACV were notified of the impending ambush before the VC cosnenced firing. 
As the convoy and escorts passed by the ambush site they employed reconnaissance 
by fire which was returned by a he-vy volume of small arms, automatic weapons, 
mortar, recoilless rifle, and hand grenade fire. 

Approximately one-half of the convoy passed through the killing zone safely 
before a truck was hit by recoilless rifle fire which stooped and burned in such 
a oosition that no other vehicles could pass.   Within two minutes the three trucks 
behind the first one to be hit were destroyed on the road.    The two ACAV's closest 
to the firing moved immediately to protect the trucks under fire engaging the 
enemy with all their available weapons.    This action, combined with the small arms 
fire returned by the Dsrsonnel who had dismounted from the trucks when the rear 
portion of the convoy was forced to halt, kept the enemy element«: from overrunning 
the convoy.    After a brief but furious euahange of fire, both of the ACAV's that 
had come up tj protect the trucks took disabling recoilless rifle rounds, and had 
to be evacuated by their crews, most of whom had become casualties. 

As the fire fight was raging in the killing »one, the escort olatoon leader 
organised a hasty escort from three ACAV's in the lead and raved that section of 
the convoy on towards XUAN LOG. Ha then immediately turned around, and t/ith one 
other ACV, moved at ten speed back toward the sound of the guns« Halfway to 
the burning trucks, the platoon leader was forced to leave the aCAV accompanying 
hie vehicle to act as security for the DUST-CFF helicopter coming in to evacuate 
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wounded.    As tie continued »leas hjj vehicle was struck by a recollless rifle round 
which disabled only the radio/ pa the vehicle, but wounded two crewmen.    Before 
reaching the scene of the action the platoon leader's vehicle engaged the ambush 
force on both sides of the road until the enemy fire stopped«    During this tine 
hi adjusted the ordnance delivered by an air-atrike, and supervised the evacuation 
of wounded by DUST-OFF. 

Ria SUPF0RT (U) 

There was no artillery fire iff support of the ambush fight, however, later In 
the day artillery was «placed to aupport search ar>d clear operations in the area. 
There »»as a total of four firing suns made by aimed hoiicnpi^in end tw R?.r"trik»f 
flown in support cf the eanvoy»    JVater i« t"h» rl^y an additional fir stril'O was 
flown la support of search and cltdr rw.jvtj.onfl« 

The Light Fire Team from the Aviation Platoon, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
placed the following ammunition, on the ambushi 

3> 

1st Firing Run 
2 UH1B 

2nd Firing Run 
3 UH1.B 

3rd Firing Run 
3 UH1B 

lith Firing Run 
3 WOB 

12 Rockets (2.75 FFAR) 
12,$00 rounds 7.62 H3 (•) 

18 Rockets 
12,500 rounds 7.62 MO 

10 Rockets 
12,500 rounds 7.62 hTJ 

2 Rockets 
12, r:o rounds 7.62 » 
oT"äö?l«t3 
50,000 rounds 7.62 (•) TOTAL 

The Air Force delivered the following ordnance on the sit« of the ambush: 

1st Air Strike 
Flight of 3 FlOO's 

2nd Air Strike 
Flight of 2 F*»s 

(0)   Enemy losses included« 

PersonnelJ 

KIA (BC) 
KIA (POSS) 

Equipmenti 

57mn Recollless Rifle 

AJCA u? Assault Rifle 
and Tripod 

RPQ-2 AT Rookets 

RKO AT hand grenade 

Stick grenades 

Tail fin assemblies 
fro» expended RPG-3 

AT rockets 

lfm HS Casings 

6-500 pound bombs 
6-750 pound napalm bombs 
7200 rounds 20mm 

2.500 pound bombs 
2-750 pound bombs 
2-Type 2A CBU clusters 

RSS'JLTS 

30 
75-100 

l 

1 

1 

1 

35 

2 

3 

3 
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UnflMd ftm RR HEAT        I 
Rounds 

Expended 5thm RR easing«     6 

Expanded booster charg«      2 
basings for RPd 

Sets of web equipment and    lO 
c?wmfla{ja 

Aidman'3 ir.edical kit wihh      I 
splints 

Documents identifying 13t Bn, 27A, «ad 2nd Bn, 
?lhth VC Reginont were tak?3 iron oodles. 

(c) Friendly losses Included: 

Personnel: 

m 7 

VIA 8 

Equipmentt 

ACAV's destroyed 2 

2^a ton trucks destroyed h 

CONCLUSIONS (C) 

Information obtained from documents found on the VC bodies indicated elements 
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 27lith VC Regiment comprised tke ambush force. 

Though the VC destroyed ?. combat and k adminiotrmtive vehicle« the convoy vas 
not overrun, despite the fact that the major portion of the enemy force only had 
to contend with the small arme of the escorted personnel and two ACAV's. This was? 
determined by three fasterss 

First was the counter fire from the ambushed column, which began as soon ss 
the trucks stepped. 

Second was the fact that the escort unit was warned of the ambush and 
entered the killing sons firing their automatic weapons. This undoubtedly 
inflicted casualties on the enemy end msy «ell here caused the VC to initiate 
the ambush prematurely. 

Third it must be accepted that the tremendous volume of fire out out by the 
ACAV'e wee instrumental in causing the VC to break contact and flee. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE AMBUSH OF 2 DECEMBER 1966 

3<j INTRODUCTION (C) 

On 2 December 1966 element» (resupply convoy) of the 1st Squadron were 
ambushed by the 275th Viet Cong Main Force Regiment On National Highway 1 northeast 
of StfOl CAT. The ensuing action dramatically displayed the epitome of proper 
counterembush techniques and actionl. So violent was the execution of the counter- 
ambush that within 70 minutes the Squadron had rendered the 275th VC Regiment 
ineffective as a fighting force without the loes of a single trooper* This one 
action assisted immeasurably in paving the way for more extensive operations by 
the BlaCkhorse Regiment to the north and east of VO DAT, 

BACKGROUND (0) 

Operation ATLANTA began on 20 Ontcber I9S6 with the 1st Squadron conducting, 
a clear and secure operation along Nationel Highway l from BIEN HCA to XUAN LOC 
and securing the site of the Regiment's permanent base camp south of XUAN LOC. 
Operation ATLANTA was not only conceived on the idea cf carving out e piece of 
real estate art building a base camp, but in opening up and securing roads and 
permitting the flow of civilian commerce throughout the provinces around XUAN LOC. 
Once the base camp area had been secured, search and destroy and ROADRUNNER opera- 
tions were conducted toward VO DAT along National Highway 1, and InterprovindLal 
333* and south fron the base camp on Interorovlncial Route 2 to the 1st ATP TAOR« 

Convoys with supplies, equipment and troops continued to arrive from the LONO 
BINH staging area in ever increasing amounts throughout the remainder of October 
and the entire month of November. On 2 November the Regiment began providing 
security for * company from the 27th Engineer Battalion (C) in the vicinity of 
OIA RAT adjacent to National Highway 1 at the base of CHUA CHAN Mountain. 

Viet Cong activities in the 11th Ar.iored Cavalry's area of operation were 
relatively lalnor in nature during the month of November except for the ambush 
of 21 November. On 27 and 28 November the Regiment received RED HAZE reports of 
approximately 80 emissions south of National Highway 1 (vie YT 2010 - 2U10 - 21*07 - 
2007) and agent reports of movements north and south of National Highway 1 in the 
vicinity of SOW OAT and CHUA CHAN Mountain. On the 29th the 1st Squadron moved 
into the area of the reported activity and conducted a zone reconnaissance .north 
and south of Highway 1 as far as GIA RAT remaining overnight, returning the next 
day without contact. On the same day the 1st Squadron returned to the base camp, 
a PAC fr-» the 18th ARVN Division (Formerly the 10th Division) reported receiving 
automatic «capons fire and observed an estimated Viet Cong battalion off Interprov- 
irwial Route 2 vicinity of XA BAND (IS 2*265). Shortly thereafter a second report 
was received, this one from XUAN LOC subsector indicating another Viet Cong bat- 
talion was located.(IT 3b05 to TT 3Ü98) west of XUAN LOC approximately 8 kilometers. 
The 2nd Squadron was Immediately dispatched to check the reported activity to the 
south on Interprovinclal Route 2 while the 1st Squadron moved to the west on 
Highway 1 to search the other suspected area. Both operations produced negative 
contact. 

The 1st and 2nd Squadrons returned to the base camp resuming their mission of 
base camp security. The next day Troop B relieved elements of the 2nd Squadron 
providing security for the OIA RAT rock quarry. Agent reports still Indicated 
enemy activity around OIA RAT. Consequently, reaction force« were continually on 
the alert and each convoys movement was closely scrutinised» 

The terrain in the area of the ambush is gentle, sloping to the southeast from 
the coa»anrtlng terrain in the area, Chua Chan Mountain (elevation 837»)* Drainage 
flovs from the mountain to the northeast to the southeast. The highway is flanked 
by elephant grass on both sides turning into heavy secondary growth approximately 
60 meters off the road. The initial area of contact was flanked to the west by a 
portion of a rubber plantation. Traffieability was limited once the vehicle« enter- 
ed the undergrowth. However, it did not 1 pede the advance of the Blaekhoroe Tro- 
opers. The weather wis hot and clear continuing throughout the nfght and the next 
d«y. 
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IHS AMBUSH OF 2 DECEMBER 1966 (C) 

On the second of December Troop B plus a platoon of tanks fron Company D were 
securing the site of the rock quarry while Troop A manned the squadron's sector 
of the base camp perimeter. A resupply convoy had arrived earlier in the day at 
the base camp and was on its way back to the rock quarry when it was ambushed 
at I6I4C hours by an estimated 2 battalion Viet Cong force« The area selected by 
the enemy for the ambush is located on a stretch of Highway 1 that has come to be 
known as "Ambush Alley" (tt 602O6fc to ft 6290814 along Highway 1) (see sketch 1). 
The convoy, consisting of 2 tanks, 3 ACAV's .-nd 2 ">\ ton trucks, reacted violently 
to the attack with the armored vehicles escorting the two trucks out of killing 
«one then returning Immediately to rake the entire killing none with 9Qmo cannistsr, 
50 Cal and 7*62 machinegun fire, grenades and M-1© fire (see sketch 2). 

Word of th? ambush wa3 received by the 1st Squadron units in the base camp 
and Troop B located 5 kilometers north of the ambush at the rock quarry. Within 
seven minutes after the squadron received the in^ormction, Company D (-) was on 
the move towards the ambush to be followed 10 minutes Inter by Troop C. Meanwhile 
Troop B had arrived at the ambush site, moving right irto the killing aone smother- 
ing the Viet Cong positions, many of which were only off the shoulder of road, with 
withering fire. A Viet Cone recoiJleas rifle round hit one of the tanks knocking 
off the commander's cupola, but it da/2 not deter the crew as they continued to 
fight and in the ensuing battle firci every round of 90mm on the tank. 

By this time the tanks of Compnnv D tegan to arrive on scene having traveled 
22 kilometers in 25 minutes, commenced moving through the ambush zone raking one 
side of the highway while Troop B workn-l war the other side. Howitser Battery 
which followed Troop C and was in turn roll a wed by Troop A hS minutes later, moved 
into a fire support position neex SCUT CAT« Once Troop C reached the ambush alt« 
it moved through the killing '/.aie firing everything it had, and taking up positions 
on Highway 1 beyond the RJ of 333 end 1 in an effort to seal off the Viet Cong's 
routes of adthdrajwl. 

The Viet Cong apparently thinking that Troop C was the last of the reinforce- 
ments begrui to fire again on the road only to be caught in a crossfire between the 
on-charging Troop A end the tanks of Co-many D. This fire fight lasted about ten 
minutes then Charlie began to lono his taste for combat with the Troopers of the 
Blackhorse. Troop A moved into positions astride Highway 1 vest of Troop B while 
Troop C shifted forth r south in an attempt to block the Viet Cong's escape routes 
(see sketch 3). 

Reinforcing fire was provided both from the ground by the 52»th Artillery 
Group and fighter aircraft based a*, SIEH HOA directed by the Regi lent'a FAC 
personnel observing the ambunh site from overhead. Further support was provided by 
the Squadron's light fire team end aircraft from the Regimental Aviation Platoon. 

The Viet Cong had dug-in and covered positions on both sides of the road (see 
sketch 2) covering the killing zone with heavy and light machineguns, 60mm mortar«, 
at least one ?5*>m recoilless rifle and small arms. Viet Cong forces uere also 
positioned close to the shoulder of the road uith grenades, with the apparent hope 
of damaging the suspension systems of the ACAV's and tanks which proved to be 
fruitless. They did howevery provide lucrative targets for the grenadiers on the 
pausing ACAV's as they dropped their hand grenades and fired their M79 launchers 
with deadly accuracy. 

At 1750 hours contact was broken by the Viet Cong with only sporadic firing 
continuing until 1950 hours. In order to seel off the escape routes to the south 
(see sketch 3) * combination of artillery and air support was utilised to fire 
throughout the night on suspected avenues of withdrawal (trails, stream beds, ridge 
lines). Illumination and surpressing fires were delivered by rotating ACl.7 "Spook" 
ships over the area until morning light. An initial eheck of the area indicated 
the VC had 88 DA (BC) in the 70 minute encounter dth the "First of the BlackhorsoJ 

After regaining in position all night along the road the 1st Squadron strrted 
to clear the acibush alte, sealing dismounted patrols approximately 200 meters off 
the road. Mounted patrols conducted search aid clear operations on the trails 
traveling 10 kilometers into the jungle. To further tighten the knot around the 
axe« the 3rd Squadron moved from the base eaap assuming the 1st Squadron's 
•Locking positions ?Mle the 1st made a av»ep> «rf the area. A forward CP from the 

«o 
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Regiment was also moved into the area to facilitate eommaid and control of the 
operations. As the clearing operation progressed the Viet Üong body count climbed, 
reaching 99 with at least another 100 KIA (POSS). At approximately 1630 hours the 
3rd Squadron and Regimental CP novel back to the base oamp leaving the 1st Squadron 
to continue their clearing of the area. 

PEC JÜTPORT (U) 

At the time of the ambush there were no preplanned fires or air strikes» 
however, within ten minutes after the ambush started, supporting fires fran fighter 
aircraft and the 5Uth Artillery Group were on the way.    Thus providing Howitzer 
Battery, 1st Squadron enough time to position itself at SOUI CAT where it >«s 
able to provide direct support for the entire ambush area.    Prior to darkness 
a Battery from the 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery was dispatched from ZUAN LOC 
to provide further support.    Highway 1 was established as the fire coordination 
line (see sketch h) with thb air strikes directed to the east and south of the 
highway and the artillery to the west and north.    F.VC personnel from the Regiment 
directed, in coordination with the ground common ier, seven air strikte from 
their light observation aircraft obsezving the ambueh sit«,    CBUh?, 2J>0 pound 
bombs, napalm and 20mm cannons were directed 1» to the' arsa uprooting trees an I 
cutting huge gouges out of the jungle below.    Daring the hours of darkness a 
ACU7 "Spook" ship was continually overhead providing illumination and supressing 
fires on request and as targets of opportunity appeared.    Sup !>leoenting the above 
mentioned fire sup >ort were light fire taum** fr>an the 1st Squadron and Regiment. 
The light fire team from the 1st Squadron persouaXiy bagged at least $ Viet Cong 
when it caught & group of them In the open. 

A total of 22 sorties wn flown as follows: 

A01 -   3 
F5-    5 
F100 - 10 
ACU7 - U 

Ordnance expended inelvrtaft: 

CBU 3 oennisttirs 
Bomb, £00 lbs 16 
Bomb, 7!>0 lbs 6 
Napalm, 750 Ibu 22 
FFAR, 2.75" 76 
20mm (BEI) 10,000 rds 
30 Geliber 1^,000 rds 

There was a mi ninum of cno PAC '-•verhead at all times and «t" some times as many 
as 3 in the sir at once. Continv.:u? cwnunic ationa were maintained with the ground 
eo-.üaandar for the duration ef the arbu.sh. 

Artillery direct support wi-s provided by Howltzar 2at1*ry 1st Squadron. 
Reinforcing fires were provided by Battery B (1558P)» 2nd Dattalion, 35th Artillery. 
A to.-l of I7OO rounds were fired in support of the operation. 

RÜ3JLTf> 

(U)   Enemy losses included: 

Personnel: 

HA (BO) 99 

HA (POSS) 100-150 

VCC 3 

Equipments 

75«w RR 1 

7.62 Bvy 10 1 

7.62 Lt :D (Type 58)     1 
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7.62 Lt ID (Type 56) 2. 

AZ ltf Assault Rifle 3 

Chioon C&rbine v/Bayonet      1 

BliO 11X2 Rocket Launcher      1 

6Cmra llartar 1 

t&t -iub ID 1 

Carbine 12 (US) 1 

3uall /ana Ammunition       1500 rounds 

Grenade (Fragmentation L Concussion)       1*5 

RKG AT grenade 2 

Mortar Ammunition (6dm)     15 

(C)   Friendly losses included: 

Personnels 

m. - 1 (27th Engr Bn) 

US. - 22 

Equipment: 

ACAV (destroyed) - 1 

Tand IHJAR.3 (damaged) - 1 

COLLUSIONS (C) 

A search of the ambush area and infornation obtained from captured documents 
and prisoners indicated that the 275th VC Bsjgt (IIain Force) reinforced m\th heavy 
weapons sprung the ambush tddeh 70 minutes later turned into a diaasterous defeat« 
The decisive defeat of the Viet Cong can be attributed to several things: 

First and foremost is that at no tiiüe in the ambush was the Viet Cong able to 
gain control of the situation even though he had the advantages of surprise and 
fortified positions.   The violent reaction by the escort foroe completely stripped 
him ef any advantages he might have had«    Once out of the killing zone the escort 
force minus the trucks charged head long down the road belching fire on bcth-sides 
of the road.   This spontaneous action held at bay the attacking force until the 
reaction forces arrived« 

Secondly, the rapid reaction of the remainder of the squadron in reaching the 
ambush site '.dthin 2$ idnutos after traveling a <Ü.etp*»e» af approximately 22 km. 

Third, the immediate establishment of a fire coordination line (Highway 1) 
thus permitting maximum utilization of both air and ground supporting fires« 

Fourth, the ability of the convoy to withstand the initial shock and then be 
able to retaliate so effectively. 

The final results night have been even better if it hnd stayoe light another 
two hours.   Kouever, weather conditions did not limit the ability of control 
personnel to pl«oe effective fire on the enemy positions« 

Incloeureet 

Sketch map 1. Sketch map 2, Sketch mao 3, Sketch map U, and Topographic 
Hap. 
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COMBAT OPERATIONS AFT~R ACTION R3"P0RT 
OPERATION ALEXANDRIA 

References! 
OPORD 09-66 (OPERATION ALEXANDRIA), Headquarters, Uth Armored Cavalry 

Regiment, 2 Dec 66. 

1. NAMES OR IDENTITY AIT)/CR TYPE OF OPERATION. 

a. OPERA?I0N ALEXANDRIA 

b. Search and Destroy: 

2. DATO OF OgmmXL   0al030 * 0$1957 Dec 66. 

3. LOCATION.    DOC THANH and XOAN LOC PROVINCES. 

It. CONTROL HEADQUARTERS.    11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

5. R3P0RTITO OFFICER.    LTC Palmer A. Peterson. 

6. TASK CRO/iSZATION.    See Annex A. 

7. SPP°ORTINQ FORCES. 

a. Air Support 

(1) Preplanned air strikest There were two preplanned air strikes 
at 050700 LV»c on suspected VC routes of withdrawal. Its effectiveness could not 
be judgbd because of the dense vegetation in the strike area« 

(2) Immediate air strikest    There was one immediate ?lr strike at 
051100 Dee called in by Tm I to reduce enemy machine gun and small arms fire.    Fhe 
strike which followed artillery and an assault by two light fire teams reduced tlie 
volume tf fire to the extent where ground element* could effeot a ••arch. 

b. Squadron and Regimental Aviation. 

(1) A total of 25 hours and hO minutes of air time was recorded by 
helicopter pilots flying in support of the ground action*    13 hours 50 minutes were 
recorded in UH-1B aircraft and 11 hours 50 minutes were recorded in OH-230 
aircraft that flew F0?s aM other observers« 

(2) A total of four (itrikes were recorded.    Three by the Third 
Squadron light fire team and c.\c by the Second Squadron light fire team.    Targets 
were enemy routes of withdrawal froa the.vfcjecti^ awa,.tui»ne.l8*j«ld.bunkers.    The 
assaults wer» observed to be most effective in lurpresslng enemy fires from those 
nosilions. 

(3) The following Ordnance was evpendedt 

(a) 2.75" aii   'o ground rockets - 37 

(b) 7.62s» linked - 6,000 rounds 

c. Other Aviation. 

(1) Two Dust Offs were completed for this operation. 

(2) 66 hours were flown by IC 0H-1B aircraft of the 68th Aviation 
Support Comoany.   'Fhe company aijvlifted the l*3rd Infantry into objective Alpha 
and out at the end of the day.   Also, these elements were used to evacuate 600 
VCS to an interrogation point six kilometers from objective A« 

I 
*mtmtmmu: 
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SÜBJECTi Combat Operations After Aotion Report (RVCi nACV J3-32(Cont) 

d.    Artillery 
(l)   Generali   Artillery'support for the operation-'-was 

supplied cy three sources. 
(a)   Howitzer Battery 3d Squadron fired the following 

missionsi 
Jj.   050200 to 050300 Lee.    Hü was fired in 

various areas.    40 rds HE were fired.    It was unobserved, effectiveness 
unknown« 

g±   050515 to 050715«    297 rds HE and 42 re* WP 
were fired for preparatory fires and to seal off the objective-   areas*    It 
was unobserved and results unknown) however, based on the number of VCS de- 
tained it can be assumed that it was effective in helping to establish the 
••alt. 

3«    050600 Dec.    2 rds of WP were fired as a 
navagational aid to Tm I« 

4j.   050900 Dec.    366 rds HE and 48 rds WP were 
fired for a blocking bajjrage which was requested by S-3.    An FO observed 
and reported the fire effectively blocked avenueb of escape« 

It   051045 to 05140O.    395 rds of HE and 32 rds » 
were fired for combined assualt on line by Tm I, Tm K and Tm L.    At one point 

on this mission a dead space was encountered in a deep draw«   Th& assualt 
elements could net effectively clear the area without halting the assualt« 
Howitzer Batte<y effectively cloned their sheaf and was able to completely 
fill the draw with fire and redure enemy harraasmenV from that position« 

64.   051630 to 05.1645 Dec.    137 rds HE and 13 rds 
WP were fired by the 105 Battery and 155 Battery mastied as a final pro- 
tective fire for Tm I and' Tm L as they withdrew from the area.   This was 
a TOT missicn«    Artillery batteries are not usually located together in 
Vietnam to allow them to mass their forces in this way.    However, the 
mission was effectively accomplished. 

b. B Battery 2/35 Artillery 155MM SP fired 454 rds HE and 10 rds 
WP in missions ranging from H&I to a TOT.    Aa that battery has a range of 
3 to 4 miles and its effect on a target is thrtt. times  that of a 10?,  the 
battery provided a valuable asset to the operation« 

c. Provisional Mortar Battery, composed of the mortars in the 
Armored CELV1F.IV Troop massed in one battery, fired four EÜ missions in 
the vicinity of objective Alpha.    As a supplement to our Eowitzer Battery 
and a second source of indirect fire the Provisional Hnrtar Battery is very 
Valuable« 

8.    INTELUSENCE 
*•   Prior to Operations    Numerous sources, 1st Australian Task 

Force, Phouc Tuy Province and Sector Headquarters, Due Thanh Advisor and 
aerial observation all indicated that an unknown loc&l force* was operating 
in the area«    Countless incidents of sniper fire, nines, road cut« and tax 
collection points had been reported by these sources«    It was suspected that 
the local force units provided cuts t   allow the 274 and 275 vc Regiments 
to crota Interprovincial Highway #2.    They also served as guides to the 
Regiments when in the area« 

The S-2 American advisor in Phuoc Tuy Province further indicated that 
the area could harbor a transient VC Base Camp aa there were tunnels and 
trenches sighted on several occasions, and the fortiilcaticaa were on a 
VC east-west route of movement» 

b.   Value of prior intelligenoei    Prior intelllgneoe was a valuable 
indication of what night be expected in the area.    Expected terrain limitations 
cane aa no surprise and full advantage waa taken of thoeo areas where we 
knew armored vehicles oould operate beat.    The 43 ARVN Inf Bn was roquested 
to ocpe with oxpeoted unfavorable terrain where it existed and to provide 
a search element for widely dispersed and Isolated huts in  objective A. 
Prior intelligence free aerial obaervation allowed for preplanned artillery 
to be placed on expected routes of enemy withdrawal.    Aetusal enemy resistance 
did exoeed that which was expeoted and planned for« 

o«    Tnt411ig«nce during the operation!    Intelligence gained from 
OPERATION ALEXANDRIA definetly identified the local force to be local force 
Conpany C-20.    Of the 42 confirmed VC captured-  interrogators found one who 
waa a »saber of the 274th VC Regiment«   Docuar.ets collected hire not bean 
fully evaluated but one revealed the location of a VC mine field« 

Tunnels end bunkers indicated a defensive position and v. rifled suspicions 
that the axva was utilised as a transient Base Camp« 
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SOBJWrt   Combat Operate .isAXter Action Report (RVCt    MA J3-32(Cont) 

9. MISSION.    To conduot searoh and de-»-; • •••/ operation 050609 December 
1966, vie YS445852, Can My 2 («465858), Ap Heir. (YS462825) to seise VC 

63 and VCÖ in area. 

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION. 
a. Manuevert    To conduct opn in 3 phases! 

(1) Phase It   Atk on 2 directions of atks to seal obj's 
A and B.    Secure landing «ones for 43 Inf (ARVN) (-). 

(2) Phase III   Cont to seal objU A and E.    43 Iff (ARVN) 
clears obj's A and B.   VC and VCS airlifted to sector interrogation center 
vie YS464782. 

(3) Phase III 1    On order, Tm M cont atk to search obj C| 
Tm L cont atk to search cbj D. 

b. Pires« 
(1) Artyi   Pri of fire Tm I init|    Tm K on order.    Prep 

H-30 to H-hour to seal obj A and B. 
(2) TAG Air»    On call. 

11. EXECUTION 
General!    Headquarters 3d Sqdn 11th Armored Cavalry Hegiment issued 

0P0RD 09-66 (OPERATION ALEXANDRIA) on 2 Sec 1966 assigning the mission aa 
stated in paragraph 9 above.    On 211800 Dec all unit commanders were briefed 
on the mission.    At 021500 Doc coordination was made with the participating 
ARVN unit.    The Squadron Commander, S-3, a liaison officer and the Regimental 
2 traveled to Ba ria on ? Deo to effeot coordination with Phouo Tuy officials 
and American Adviecrc,   the Battalion Commander of the 43 ABVN Infantry, 
and Liaison officer of the 68th Airmobile Company.   On 4 Dec liaison was 
made with B 2/35 Arty. 

4 December 1966 
At O414OO Dec, How Battery displaced to the Couteney Rubber Plantation 

at YS458920 in preparation to fire H&I fires and direct support missions on 5 
Dec 66. 

Tm L oounted, moved south on route Black at O41745 Dec and from YS438956 
to YS443915 the team dismounted and took position on either side of Route 2 to 
aeoure that portion of the route for the road march on 5 Dec. Tm L occupied 
these positions by O4I846 Dec. The Tm L vehicles returned to Base Camp» after 
the dismounted personnel bock position. 

5 December 1966 
Phase I of the operation commenced at 0515 hrs with Hcwitzcr Battery 

and B Battery 2/35 Artillery conducting prepartoty fires in objectives A 
& B to seal the area until the teams could take position» 

At O515 Tm K crossed SP end proceeded south on route BLACK travelling 
south to effect a seal on objective Alpha. Tm L brought its vehicles to 
the petitions it occupied on route BLACK. The team mounted and proceeded 
south to complete the seal on objective Alpha. Tm L brought its vehicles 
to the positions it occupied on route BLACK. The team mounted and proooedert 
south to complete the seal on objeotive Alpha. 

Provisional Mortar Battery followed in march order and displaced to 
the south on route BLACK to YS45784O where the Battery was laid. 

3/919 Engineers was last in march order, and took up position with 
Provisional Mortar Battery. 

At 0545 How Battery stopped preparatory fires and started interdiction 
fires on suspected route of withdrawal from objectives A 4 B. 

At GK30 Tm K had completed -he seal on objective Bravo. Txvl reported 
Ke portion of the seal for objective xlpha was complete at 06*47« At 0656 
the first lift, one company of the 43rd Infantry (ARVH) was on the landing 
tone. At 0709 Tm M reported they were in position and vore sealing their 
position and completed the sal at 0735» 

Phase II. ~t O64O Tm K commended e. search of area Bravo. The search 
in objective Bravo reveled several posters and leoflete which were anti- 
American. At coordinates YS465850 in the vicinity of a concrete plantation 
house Ik K found a 30 meter long tunnel. By 0729 Tm K had taken about 150 VCS 
and requested air evacuation for the suspects so that they could b« taken 
to the interrogation point at Binh Oia. At 0745 Tm K reported having located 
2000 pounds of peanuts which they destroyed. 

The third .ift of th* 4? Infantry was completed at 0800. At this time 
the ARVN Force moved east from the landing sons at Y8417862 and moved into 
objective Alpha to initiate a sosrch of the area. 

I 
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followed by Tra I, Tm L and Tm K.    By^W*^ «.^s^fc'siAlBlosed or* B*»o 
Camp* 

12«    Resultat 
a»    Friendly 

(1) Personnel 
US - 2 KIA, 10 WIA. 

(2) Equipment (Daaaced ar lost) 
2 tanks suffered track and suspension damage. 
1 M-79 ioet. 

5^ 

b. Enemy 
(1) 

(BC) 
(C 

Personnel 
4 VC KIA       . 
2 VC WIA (Confirmed) 
0 VC KBA 
600 VCS captured. 

,.,„    42 VCC dotained. 
(2)   Tunnels and Fortifications 

24 majjor tunnels voro found* 
2 fortified positions were explored«   Punjii 

stakes, booby traps 1 spider holes and anti-aircraft wcra among the defenses 
employed« 

(o) None of the tunnel? or fortifications could be 
completely destroyed as it would have required major engineer effort 
equipment and time not available to the Squadron« 

(d)    Captured and/or destroyed« 
4100 lbs of peanuts destroyed« 
13fc tons of rice destroyed« 
2j- tons of rice evacuated« 
70 Chicom stick grenades destroyed* 
2 claymorea destroyed. 
2 Pressure type anti-tank nines captured« 

13«    ABMINItTRATIVE MATTERS. As OPERATION ALEXANBRIA involved only ft 
single day, problems in adiainistrf.tive procedures were at a minima« 
Some of the following aroaa ore worthy of conment« 

a«    Treatment of Casualties t   Tm I suffered a KIA early in the 
action}    However1 evacuation could not be effected for several hairs« 
Dustoff would not evacuate a KIA even though the body could easily 
have boon placed en a dustoff ship when it was in the area to «vacuatc 
a wounded soldier«    The UH-IB'e organic to the Squadron could not evacute 
the tody due to the extmane weight of the Ordance carried'by the aircraft« 

A swifter method will hove to be devised for KIA evacuation.    Not 
obly is «he presence of a dead comrade a definite morale factor, but the 
br^ oreates a handcap when the unit must move rapidly and frequently. 
Uh-ts crust be ready to evacuate casualties or KIA by armored ambulance 
to a safe landing zone for pick-up« 

b«    Communicationst    In future operations the Squadron would like 
to switch all airmobile communications to the adnin/log net as traffic 
becomes extreme on the coen&iiu net.    At one time a request for dustoff 
and a request fcr a fire mission were in competition with each other« 
indicating   a need for established priorities on radio traffic. 

14.    g: ECIAL EttUIPMEBT ATO TECHNlaUBg. 
The only item of equipment that met full oonbat utilisation for 

the first tin» was the M132 Flame Thrower.    The ability of this weapon 
to bun thick brush and route a hidden enemy la unequaled.    It is such 
a valuable weapon when readily available to the troop that it is felt that 
two M132'B should be organic to ceoh troop« 

15«    COlfttJPER ANALYSIS 1    OPERATION ALEXANDRIA was most successful 
in terms of physical damage inflistsd . upon the oneay, numbers of con- 
firmed VC captured, end the psychological advantage gained by easily 
entering an enemy stronghold and establishing ouT control in the area* 
further, indsepensible Intelligence was gslnod about activities and 
operations in the    oglmonts TAOR.    The stores and fortifications found 
definitely established the area u a staging area used by the 5th VC 
Division for nast-vsst movement«    The slnglo most Important success was 
the capture of Important local VC leaders who gp.ve valuable Information 
on terrorist rings and Inferoeturcture of the area.    The operation also 
provided the opportunity to assualt «trenched positions, utilise the 
Squadron's tunnel rats, and ueftoise the processing and evacuation 
of prisoners and aocumsntf«   BJS troops, also encountered punjii stakes 
sad othor booby tmps«   V-V»*« *. '.:^ci\ Ji.lL 
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To I and Tm M started seerchlngln iß WMäty'cT\heiz blocking 
positions and at 0820 To I discovered a large number of inter-oonneotlng 
tunnels    running under houses«    Smoke was placed in the tunnels and "tunnel 

M rats", recently trained in the Squadro» entered the tunnels for a detailed 
search* 

At 082$ sniper fire wounded a tank commander and loader in the head 
at occrdinates TS438848.    Dustoff was called for at that location by Tm I. 

Tm I called in a light fire team to make a run   on the location that 
the sniper fire cane from.    The air observer and S3 callad in artillery to 
fire a bldcfcing b.-rroge to seal the area while Tm I searched the position. 

' At O905 Tm I made further contact with heavy volumes of machine gun and 
small arms fire at YS438848.    The light fire team made an assualt on the 
position but artillery was not used due to aircraft in the area. 

High performance aircraft was also kept on etnnd-by pending the com- 
pletion of Dustoff.    One attempt at Dustoff failed at O904 when the aircraft 
suffered tall damage from hostile fire and was forces to land at Base Camp. 
At 0920 the wounded tank conaander died, and Tm I requested the body be ' 
evacuated. 

To the south of objective Alpha where Tm M was in blacking position. 
A limited search was conducted.    By O958 Tm M had discovered 5000 lbs of rlc* 
and had 35 VCS to be evacuated. 

Dustoff was not accomplished for To I until 1022 almost two hours 
after it had been requested.    Upon coc^letion of Dustoff Tn I called in 
artillery as small arms and automatic weapons persisted.    The artillery 
was lifted at 1058, and the light fire team followed by TAG air assualtsd 
the area. 

At 1102 Tm I requested a second dustoff.    The second dustoff was 
completed at 1140.    Tm I still had a HA at lto location as neither dustoff 
nor our light fire team could pick up the body.    One of the aircraft froo 
the 66th Airmobile support company finally evacuated the body.   Tm M 
»carohinc ih the vicinity of its blocking position had uncovered a total 
of 9000 lbs of rice which was destroyed and 45 VCS.   By 1147 To L had 
50 VCS in. the vicinity of Its blocking position. 

43 Infmtry had completed a rather haphazard search of objective Alpha 
by 1020 hours.    The Battalion Commander set his ooqpanies in position 
along Highway 2 and remained there for the rest of ths operation.    The 
search performed by the ARVN force resulted In several burned huts.    Nine 
VCS» some handgrenados af various manufacture, one anti-tank mine, and 
several pigs, chickens, bicycles and one sewing machine wore taken by 
the 43 Infantry. 

Feeling a more detailed search of objective Alpha was necessary at 
1200 hours Tm I, Tm K and Tm Lswiftly formed on lino to the north of the 
objective and performed a mounted sweep of the area with one company of 
the 43 Infantry searching behind the vehicles.    Artillery was employed 
during this search to fire into draws and thick jungle ahead of the 
search elements to drive out anybody hidden in such places. 

This search revealed numerous tunnels, bunkers, bcoby tmps, punjii 
pits a»id firing positions.    Pour VC KIA wore discovered and 14O r.ore VCS were 
found.    In addition rice, handgrenades and many uniforms wero taken.    The 
positions where KIA wore found were entrenched and the enemy was killed at 
ol'-se   range.    There was one instance of an enemy assualting two AC/V's 
with a handgrenade at 15 meters. 

At 1342 Tm K moved to objective Charlie and conducted a soarch tU|t 
yielded 43 VCS. 

A MEDCAP operation was conducted at the interrogation point.    The 
operason mot with only limited success as the people who had been c/acuated 
to tho interrogation point all demonstrated a reluctance to participate 
V'-cy.sc of VC propagnada    that discredited MEDCAP as dangerous end brutal. 
Attempts by 8-5 to give away various foodstuffs was also only partly 
successful because the VC propaganda labeled the food as poisian. 

Because of approaching   darknoas and the t.'jn» required to airlift 
ths 43 Infantry to Ba Ria, Phase XXX, the search of objective Delta was 
never accomplished. 

At 1612 hours To X returnod 1-43 Infantry to the parent unit and 
moved north to secure route BLACK from the SP to the KP.    Tm L moved north 
next on route BLACK and s ecured from tho RP tc Y8458901.    At 1658 hours two 
tanks of Ta L ran over pressure detcnatod mines at YS456844.    lo injuries 
were lnfliolod. 

Ta I secured route BLACK x'roa the southern sector of To L to the landing 
sons at YS456841.   Us M secured the landing sons until the 43 Infantry (ARVK; 
had been eonpletely alrllftod out of objective Alpha.   At 154c Bovitssr 
Battery moved nort»-   snd^toodjtp tte baseacas|> at 1837.   The 43 Infantry 
(ARVN; was dear of thc(tXaJt ifyb.   Tf M| Jj^moved north on routo BLACK 

t£e». 
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One disappointment in tho ^pb«airbh 'was -^itH 'traJiicrfcrnanco of the 
43 Infantry UflVN)«   It was hoped that they would provide the task force 
with a capable means- of conducting a dotailed ground search of tho $£ 

objective areas.   Howjveri tho AHVH Tnfnatrv treppe lacked disciplined 
leadership and the oonduct of the search was rapid and »loppy.   Those 
areas that were searched wero burned after the troops confiscated all 
pigs| chickens, bicycles, and other assorted itens of valuo to them. 

It ie hoped that another mission id.ll be undertaken with tho 43 Infmtry 
and that through a more definitive command relationship more skillful 
teamwork cm be formed. 

16.    RECOMmpATIONS. See Annex B. 
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ANNEX A to Combet Ope—vtions A/ter Action Report to 01 • .'J23XAHERIA. 

TASK OBGAMIZäTIOR (initially). *"" 

Tn I Tn K 

1/3-11 Amd Cav (-1 plat) 
1/M/3-11 /amd Oar 
I/FO/HOW/3-11 Amd Car 
1-M132 

V3-11 Amd Cav 
Lt Sec 3/11/3-11 Armd Cav 
1 PO/Hov/3-11 Armd Cav 
1 - M132 

K/3-11 tea? C«r. 
WT Sec 3/^5-11 Armd Car 
1 Co/1-43 Inf(ARVN)(OPCCl!r) 
1 FO/How/3-11 Armd Cav 
2 GVN National Police(OPCON) 

TKM 

M/3-11 Armd Cav (-2 plat) 
2/I/3-II Armd Cav 
1 FC/How/3-11 Armd Car 

TF CON 

How Btry 
Prov Mort Btry 
3/919 Engr 
1 Bigr Reeon Tm/27 Engr 
Lt fire Sa/2-11 Armd Cav(OPCON) 
NX Tm/l1 Armd Cav 
2 PC/How/3-11 Amd ~t» 
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ANNEX B to Combat Ope" tlens After Action Report to 0? *LEXANDRIA 

LESSONS liMRlIED OFERATION ALEXANDRIA 

1. ITEMl RBCON BY FIRE 
a* Discussion: Rather than randem reconnaiseance into heavily 

vegitated areas such as woodlines,  jungles or banana groves reconnaissance 
by fire should start short of the suspected area and be walked into the 
target« 

b. Observation! Fire discipline and coordination exhibited by the 
enemy indicated that wall conducted reconnaissance by fire can cause an 

enemy unit to reveal itself by return fire, or it will supress his fire. 

2. ITEMt FIRE DISCIPLINE 
a* Discussion: When a team or a vehicle crew has more than one 

automatic weapon they should closely control their fire during enemy 
contact so that the:« is always at least one automatic weapon firing 
whilu the others reload« 

b« Observation! Wounaed personnel in OPERATION ALEXANDRIA indicated 
they were wounded because all automatic weapons ran out of ammo at the 
same time and the crew had no suppresive fire while they reloaded. This 
clearly dictates the need for control on firing automatic weapons. 

3. ITEMt LAND NAVIGATION AT NIGHT 
a.    Discussion!    Night movement under black out conditions c,\n either 

achieve great surprise and success of> creatf chaos.    Surprise and success 
will be achieved if the following procedures are adopted. 

(1) Knew the distance between SP and objective and have the 
lead clement measure the distance en his odometer to insure that the 
objective cr turn off to the objective is found. 

(2) Linsatic compasses are valuable es PJI added reference for 
movement and tc quickly determine general direction. 

(3) Preplanned artillery concentrations utilizing WP are an 
important aid to determining exact location arid achieving nroper position- 
iigon the objective area« 

b«    Observation«    On OPERATION ALEXANDRIA the Third . Squadron enjoyed 
a successful night CMvenent by employing tte procedures listed«      It is 
recommended the3e ccrsidorationa be SQP for mosemont during hours of 
darkness. 

4«    ITEM»    CLOSING ON A KNOW OR SUSPECTED ENEMY POSITION. 
a«    Discussion:    When moving agaiiist a known or suspected enemy 

position ^rmorod vehicles should lead the dismounted elements so that 
any anti-personnel mines, booby traps or automatic weapon* fire will 
be absorbed by the armor«    Dismounted personnel can be utilized best 
by following behind to conduct a detailed pearch of the area,  utilizing 
the protection of the armor and automatic weapons« 

b«    Observation!   Tho combination of a msunted-dismcuntcd. team 
advancing on an enemy position proved effective in OilSRATION AlLEXA?!DRIA 
however greater speed and skill could be achieved if training -were 
eonductcd in this procedure by ARVK units« 

ITEM:    DETECTING UNDERGROUND BUNKERS AND FIRING POSITIONS. 
a«    Discussion:    On OPERATION ALEXANDRIA some underground 

5. 
bunkers 

end firing positions were detected by long mounds of oarth.    Thlis was 
prevalent in banana grooves, and in must cases trenches, bunker» end 
firing porltions were found under the mounds. 

b«   Observation:    Search elements should be instructed concerning 
noundf and what they could indlcato« 

6,    ITEM:    ENEMY EMTLCYIIIET 0? PUNJII STICKS. 
a. Discussion: lunjii stakes weerc found around an enemy defensive 

position« They were easily recognizable in the grass and the points were 
aiming away iron the position« 

b«    Observation:    Troops should be trained to look for punjli sticks 
Mid read into them what their omploynent could mean i.e. the direction 
they are pointing is expected route of friendly force advance«    The 
opposite direction night hide an enemy position« 

7«    ITEM!    EMPLOYMENT OF H-1J2 
a«    Discussion:    For next mum utilization of the M-132 the following 

techniques wi-rc found to bo most effective« 
(1) Fire oirturo short of target and allow the flame to roll 

into objective. CC * '"*' 1' iv      "*1 
(2) Fire lowv^l^'pos8'flJiV,as,<hi'*Sa.xture will disipato if fired 

hightr than necessary* 
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L.    Observation:    Crcw3 on K-132 should be trained in the techniques 
menticned. 

8. ITEM?    AbSUi.LT ON LINE 
a. Discussion:    At one point Tn I, Tm K and Tn L cane on line to 

assualt a wido area thai contained enemy positions.    Withtba help of rai 
aerial observer 79 armored vehicles easily formed on line and advanced, 
all woapon3 trained on the enemy positions» 

b. Observationi    Armor can be erployed sucessfully in mass formations 
in csrtain areas cf Vietnam« 

9. ITEH:     CONTROL OP COMMAND NET. 
a« Discussion» During the operation there reix tines when valuable 

transmissions had tc compete for the opportunity to use the command net. 
Request for dustoff were being cut out by spot reports which competed 
with commanders controlling air strikes. It was resolved tc shift all air- 
mobile transmission to the admin/log net, 

b. Observation: Airmobile communications .nay remain on the admin/ 
leg net to lessen transmissions on command not. Other suggestions *nclude 
training i^ocple to listen before transmitting and fairly establishing their 
own pricrties should important traffic be on the net. 
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ANNEX D - Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation ATLANTA, Roster of Cndrs. 

11th Armored Cavalry Regiment - COL Wlllian W. Cobb 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, Uth Armored Cavalry Regt - ZYl Marven L, Doerr 

1st Squadron, 11ih Armored Cavalry Regiment - LTC Martin D. HoweU 

Headquarters and Hsadquarters Troop, 1st Squadron . CPT Riehard H. Fanning (20 Oct- 
23 Nov) 1LT Franklin F. Wing (2li Nov - 8 Deo) 

Troop A, 1st Squadron - CPT John E. Bailey 
Troop B, 1st Squadron - CPT Jolin L. Landry 
Troop C, 1st Squadron - CPT Robert W. Qarrett Jr. 
Company 0, 1st Squadron - CPT Bill Peasloy 
Kowitier Battery, 1st Squadron - CPT Willisn K. FraAse 

2nd Squadron, Uth Armored Cavalry Regiment - LTC Kibbey N. Körne 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2nd Squadron - CPT Bob E. Shemberger 
Troop S, 2nd Squadron - CPT Richard M. Miller 
Troop F, 2nd Squadron - CPT Howard C. Batt 
Troop 0, 2nd Squadron - CPT Olan J. Thorson 
Company H, 2nd Squadron « CPT Jean 0. Ru*eeU 
Hovitser Battery, 2nd Squadron - CPT tf&Uiam R. Perry 

3rd Squadron, Uth Armored Cavalry Regiment - LTC Palmer A. Petereon 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Squadron • CPT Calvin J. Reeee (200ct-6Lec) 
CPT Tedd A. '<elsh (60eo-80»c) 

' rooj» I, 3rd Squadron - CPT Peter P. Horoechak (20 Oct - 9 Nor) 
CPT Joel R. Parker (10 Nov . 6 Dae) 

Troop K, 3rd Squadron - CPT Wayne P. Halstead 
Troop L, 3rd Squadron - CPT Larry L. Mangel 
Company M, 3rd Squadron - CPT Herbert C. Hartel Jr. 
Homitser Battery, 3rd Squadron - CPT Leonard Daege 

37th Medical Company - CPT Dannie J« Blais 

919th Engineer Company (Armored) - CPT Donald J. Crocker 

U09th Radio Research Detachment - CPT Lee Gentry 

Sblmt JfUUvy int*Ui#v-** fl»u.WA . CPT Alfred J. Dlreka, (20 Oct - 18 Nov) 
MAJ CemeUuS I» Orey (19 Nov Ö 8 DM) 

33rd Chemical Dataehment - 1LT Ja**<i T. Prloe 

17th Public Information Detachment . MAJ Paul BlackweU (20 Oct - 7 Dae) 
CPT Owen DLtchfield (8 Dae) 

28th MUitary History Dataehment - MAJ Bruce R. Nilason 
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Asnex P to Conbst Cper&tiOüa AiW Action Report to Operation ATLANTA 

1.    (C) IHCTDSHTS:    BEN HOA to XUAN LOC on/near National Highway One. 

DATE 

26 May 6I4 
6 Jul 61* 

30 Kar 66 
2 Jun 66 

13 Jun 66 
3 Jul 66 
7 Jul 66 

Jul 66 
12 Aug 66 
1U Aug 66 
1? Aug 66 
6 s«p 66 
6 Sep 66 

13 Se? 66 

COORDINATES 

TT 177126 
TT 1*61*112 
TT 1*52128 
rr 210108 

rr 295058 
n 3310 
TT 389IOI 
rr 1*50101 
TT 3U3101 
n 1*95056 
TT 31*3102 
TT 270100 
TT 3JJ1TV» 
TT 272U92 

INCIDENT 

Ambush of RVNAP personnel. 
Arabush of Civil Officials. 
Ambush of RF personnel; 
Roadblock and mines» small 
arms. 
Mine. 
Roadblock. 
Snail arms. 
Small arms. 
Small anas. 
Roadblock, Small arms. 
Small arms. 
Possible) extortion point. 
Booby-trapped roadblock. 
Train mined. 

2.    (C) INCIDENTS:    ZOAN LOC to PHUOC LE (BARIA) on Routes 1 and 2. 

9 Jun 6ii TS 1*07638 

9 Jun 6U TS 1*2761*1* 
Bo «bushes 9 Jun 61* thru April 66 
No Info April 66 thru 3 June 66 

It Jun 66 rs 1*60830 
1* «far 66 TS 1*62517 

U Jun 66 
30 Jun 66 
1 Jul 66 
5 Jul 66 

10 Aug 66 

13 Aug 66 
13 Aug 66 
13 Aug 66 
13 Aug 66 
13 lug 66 
13 Aug 66 
20 Aug 66 

20 Aig 66 
20 Aig 66 
20 Aug 66 
20 Aug 66 
23 Aug 66 
23 Aug 66 
23 Aug 66 

23 Auf 66 
26 Aug 66 
26 ing 66 
26 Aug 66 
26 Aug 66 
27 Aug 66 

28 Aug 66 
28 Aug 66 
29 Aug 66 
2 Sep 66 
2 Sep 66 
0 Sep 66 
5 Sep 66 
3 Oet 66 

TS li63820 
TS U389Ü! 
TS li60839 
TS U5U853 
TS 1*5881*0 
TS 1*51*863 
TS 1*58889 
TS 1*61*795 
TS 1*61*796 
TS 1*1*5970 
TS 1*39911* 
TS 1*1*8978 
TS 1*3191*0 

TS 1*30937 
IS 1*35916 
TS 1*30939 
TS l*lt5?% 
S3 1*1*3911» 
TS 1*55850 
TS 1*5581,0 

TS 1*5781*1* 
TS 1*58833 
TS 1*51*851* 
TS 1*51.851* 
TS 1*65876 
TS 1*53862 
TSU55871 
IS U55907 
TS 158898 
TS 1*59900 
TS l*li8978 
TS 1*2561*7 
TS 1*3*91*0 
IS 1*37919 
IS 1*51(865 

PF Mil pers ambush - 6 KIA, 5 
WIA. 
RF Mil purs ambush -  3 KIA 

Small arms. 
AT mine found - destroyed in 
place over %ni long - not clear. 
Roadblock, dirt mounds, cuts. 
Ro»/1 cut - passable. 
Small arms. 
3 mines-l APC-1 '-«ton damaged. 
Road reported mined. 

Road cut. 
Road cut. 
Roadblock with poss «DM pit. 
Road cut. 
Road cut. 
Tree over road-held up traffic. 
Dirt mound ecroM road, and 
just off road. 
One dirt mound each side. 
Crater in road. 
Dirt road block. 
Deep trench across road. 
Two tree» ..sroas read. 
Crater in roao. 
2 bruahftwood roadbloeks-lDOa 
apart. 
Barbed wire barrier. 
Mine, hit by truck. 
Mine, hit by truck. 
APC,   hits mine. 
Jeep, hits mine. 
Nn—rons but passable cuts. 

APC destroyed by mine. 
Truck hit mine. 
AR7N APC damaged by mine. 
Command oat<mted mine. 
U/I explosion, snail 
Mine. 
Small anas. 
Two road cute. 
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