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1. Forwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report, Head-
quarters, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment, Operation Atlanta (20 October
m 1966 - 8 December 1966). Information contained in this report should
n be reviewed and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of
AR 1-19 and by CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19.
Evaluations and corrective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT
within 90 days of reccipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Com-
mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQULRTSRS
1ITH ARWRTD CAVALARY XTGINEIT
APC San Francisco 96257

COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTTOU RE2CIT
OPSRATION ATLAITA

1. () REFIRSHCES:
8. LOI 6-65, Heedquartere, IT F Force ¥V, 27 Saptembor iP66.

b, OPORD 09-66 {Cperation ATIANTA), Keadquartere, 1lth Armored Cavalry
Regiment, 6 September 1965,

c. Map Series RVN, 1:50,000-6343, 6L431, 6LL3TV, 6LL3ITI, 6LLITII,
SWLLYT, 65L3TTI, 65L3IV, 6Lh2I, 6LL21I, 6LL2TIT, 6Lh2IV, 6SLLITI, &SLLIV,

2. (U) M5 MD TYPE OF 0f=R'TION: 1lth Armored Cevelry Cperation ATIANTA
Search and Clear, Dage Camp Security, and ROADRUMNIR,

3. (U) DITES CF OPSR:PION: 200230H October - 082400 December 1966,

b, (€) CEHERAL: On 27 September 1966, II Fleld Force Victnam diracted thr
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment to secure a bass camp area in the vicinity of S 12$6
to clear and eecure highways and linee of communicatiens in povtione of Piem Hoa,

Long Khanh and ®hout¢ Tuy Provinces, Zxecuticn of thu misszion wes initlsted under
the cods name Oparation ATLANTA. The omeration conmencad om 20 Getzber 1984,
Initially the operaticm wee confined to the sacurirg of Mationsl Highiay 1 from
BIEN TCA to XUAY LOC and a portion of Intervrowvincial Routa 2 to the rrea of the
nev basa oamp, Concurrently, security would bs provided for the engin:er work
partiss invoived in the clesring and preparation of the aree for occunaacy by
the Regimeat in the latter part of Nuvember. A few days afber the cperution
started the lst-Gquadron and engineer uniie were jeinsd by the 2nd Sgunivsn which
organired and operated out of a combat base in the Ong Que rub'r plantaiicn
(YS %99) for clmoet a month, The Regiment's gensral srea of opcration is depicted
in innex E, Initially thie area of operation was divided into 3 areag as shown
on the incloaed map. Uatar the general area wms expanded 0 fnclude 2 2Y838.

ilhila the let and 2nd Squadrons were operating out of their combat basee
in the IUAN IOC area, the 3rd Squadron was securing tha Regimenin) Staging Area
ip LOWE BINH and providing escurity for the BIEM HOA - LONG BINH srea (Uparatioms
UTONTOMY and MARSHALLTOWN). In addition to providing security, the 3rd Seuadron
condocted agyreesiva patrolling activitiee and provided artillery fire rupoorvt
for the DONG FAI sensitiva ares. By the end of the firat wwek in Novenbe: Hha
command elamente of the Regiment were oparating out of the base corm ares o D2
ggnll.;md in the next l weeke by the remaining hoadquartere elaments and the I

I'efs

The Regimsnt eontimally demonstrated its versatility and maneuverzbility
throughout the opersticn. It was not unoommon to find the equedrons rpovotiny on
three independent miselons covering terrain from 14l XHE (Operation ATTLEBORC) to
the northern most limite uf the lst Australian Task Force TAOR aa ehown ln Aunex E.
The Blackhorss Regiment remsined constantly on the alert ready to sxploit ite
tremendous firspowor arnd inherent crosacountry mobil.ty.

&. The reporting officer of this report ia Colcnal “illiam ¥, Cobb,
Commeanding Cffioer, 11th Armored Cevalry Regiment.

b. Task Orgardaation. Comtrol of the operstion wae wxercised by Heads
quarters, llth Arworad Cavalry Regiment, operating initially out of a tactical
ocommand gost ot LOMD BIMH which later moved to the base camp area. The indtial
task organisation is indicated below. Due to tha durstion of the on2ration and the
additicoal requirements nlaced on the Regiment, Ireque:t changes in task organ-
izstion were necessary and are shown aa the ocourred in paragraph 8, Exdtution,
Commardare are shown in Annex D,

DOVORADED AT ) TS .R INTIRV.LS
DECLASSIATID AFTER LR YRARS
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let Squadron R.gimenual Control
2nd Squadron 9%sta Tngineer Company
3rd Sqi.adron 37th !fedical Company

551st Light Maintenancs Compeny (DS)

Lo9th Radio Research Detachment

Shlst :#litary Intelligence Detachment
. 33rd CDRC Detachment

17th Publio Information Detachment

28th Military Hietory Detachment

5. (C) IMTELLIGINGE:
8, Prior to Operation:

(1} VC Mein Force:

CURTINT &

UNIT STREMOTH PROBAZLE LOC TION DATE ETALUATION
Sth Div HQ 100 YS 6058 10ct B/2

27Lith Regt 1850 1S 5585 10ct B/

800 Bn 27hth 450 YS 5587 28Sep B/2

308 Bn 27hth 450 ¥S 5353 28Can Tra

265 Bn 27hth 600 TS 5585 pulg A Ai2

275th Regt 1600 15 5770 1net a2

239 Arty On 500 YS 6781 10ce €/

250 NVA Regt 1000 Southern War 2one D 10ct ¥

(2) VC Local Porowt
CURRZIT &

UNIT STRIHOTH PROBIALE LOCATION DATE EVALEATION
500 DOMNI MAT Bn L50 IT 0352177 10et ¢/3

B&0 Bn 300 TS 5875 10et c/3

C106 Co (unconfirmed) Thak LOMG KH'JH Provinoe 10t c/3

R.l Plat s T 5006 Siug ¢/3

He2 Plet 50 YT 650250 Eh af Cperations)
H.3 Plat 20 YS Bl09h0 Base of Operations)
H.h Plat 50 T3 4596 2ihug B/2

C33 THI 1A Plat 0 YT 15010 (Base of Operations)
C270 VI!H COU Plat ko] IT 120170 Base of Operations)
CHAU THAMI Plat 0 T D760 Bass of Operations)
£26 CMAU TILIH Plat 0 T 35070 Base of Operations)
CL.7 CAH SU Plat ] YS 5267353 Bass of Oparations”

(3) Incidents: VC activities slong National Righuay 1 from BI™M
Gk to XULN LOC, south along Mational Highway 1 and Irterprovineial Houte 2 io
RI: ranged from abushes of OV and ARVN forces to roadblocks and tax collsctfion
+» The nature of the incidents indicated en attempt by the forces operatidg
these linea of commnioation to restrict the movemsnt of civilian traffic
o denylng thair use by Iriendly forces. A4 complate liat of incidants is
itlined in Annex F to this report,

{4) Reported movements:

(s} An ARVN agent reported that a VC Battalion locrted wicinity
YS 2392 on L October movad to the WHOW TRACH ‘res vicimdty YS M10845, 8
aviluation P/ {Comeent: No main foroe baitsilona are hald to be oseration in thia
area at thia time),

9é§%g=

{b) A 1SS agent reported a VC Batt:lion vicindty YT X7 ¢
TZ 3501 to YT 3200 on 29 September 1966. ARVN svaluation I/3, US evalmaiioa 7/3.
(Commant: Relishle agent repart has unit vicinity YT 3301 on ] October. 23:sibly
oampaty aine elarent of the Sth VC Division or the unconfirmed LOMD KHANM Pro.
vineisl Campasy, C106}.

(o) An ARVN agent reported the W 8 ¥/8 Artillery Battalion
wvas Seing transported fram TT 4703 on 1 October to CAM NMUOMG (location wnknown)

Page @ of 26 Pages
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on 5 October by locel laborers: AR'N eveluatlon C/3, {Comment: iio unib it
Hosted under that number; howevsr, elemants of tha B&A Artillery Regirent. are known
to ba infiltrating South fistnam and reportedly heidsd fer XTI CTZ, Leading sle-
wmante could havs reached XUAN LOC area by this time. Tha roglment wne reportedly
squipped with ths U/1 S&em roeket firing weazon, Cheracteristics: Maximm

range 10im, sffactivs range 500m, kill radius 25Gm, US svaluation F/6,

(5) ZEnemy situation. The VC can be sipestsd to herass: convoys with
ribes, sniping, ninor attacks of up to platoon size anyihers along routes in tha
Regimantal sactor, Mortar and minor haraseing stiacke could also be expscted va
base camps and coubat base areas, Although not presently indicated, the VC does

possess the capability of mounting a regimental siss ssbush on convoys and attacks
on the 11th Armored Cavalry Base Camp,

(6) Intelligence sourcea: The following sources were utilised to
plan the cperation:

(a) II P Porce V Intelligence Report.
(b) Agent reporte,

1 18th Divisicn (ARVN), (Formerly 10th Division).
2 Centrsl Intelligsnce Operationa,
J ¥ationel Police,

{¢) Intelligence Tstimats - III Corps Toctical Zona (ITT CTZ).
{2) MACY monthly order of battle updated.

(s) II F Porce V Intelligence Imcgery.

(£) Plétograph mapa,

(s} Visual reconnaissance.

(7) The intedligence ioformation cawiled for Operation ATLAMTA
variad in currency from four days in the case of ordar of battls (0B) reports to a
little over a week for tha incident reperts. The information incorporated in
the initial oparation order wus anly two to four days ol(.

b. During the month of Hovember ths VC continued to harrsse the 1lth
Ar.ored Cavalry with unite up to plrtoon sise. Iis actions were characterized by
mning incidents along the Salgwn - Yusn Loc railroad, sabotage and haresament ~f
A3P's, PO dumps, bridges, and acts of terrorism on the lomal populrcs, FKis aghi-

vitiss vare restricted primarily to the Loug Binh - Blen Hoa area., Informeticn
(agent reporta) received on 13 Fovember noted tha presence of VC platoons and
companise opercting in Area of Operations 3 (A03) thus giving him the capadility
of masaing main foros units in A03 for a direct attack on the base camp. However,
availaule inforwation indiceted no such threat -ms imminent. Agent reports furtber
disclosed the presance of the 27hth VC Regt along National lighway 1 between North
South grid 1’nes 50 and 60, Otlher resorts dieclosed tha construction of aimrl.
positions on the north and south of Iighway 1 vicinity IT 6205, Documents dis-
coversd in tha vicindty of IK11 309 (YT LOOO) indicated the presence of the Bith
Rear Sarvica Unit which normally operates in PHOUC IUY Provinece. Visual rzlcmiiue
issance flights by Forimrd Alr Controllers (FAC) revealad the poealbla avacuation
by women and childrsn fram villages nartheast of ths base camp, No aporeciable
swoant of informction of immedists cowbat valus was gleaned fron the KD HUZ and
SLER missions flown in sup >t of Operation ATLAINTA.

0., Terrain s a considaration, but not o liriting factor on Operction
ATLANTA. The primary area of eperation was confined to LONG XHANE Provinca. The
osntral portion of LOND YHANH Provinoe geawrully bas relling terrain oovared with
plantations end cultivited fialds. North of XIUAN LOC the ares brsaks in"c a
series of long ridges radiating from Fiil 396 (YT 3912). Vagetation in thie area
consists meinly of plentations slong Route 20 a~d to the sast of i1l 396, Ihe
area is intorespersed with cultiveted fields and hamlsts, To the sast of XUiH LIC
the tarrein is dominuted by CHUA CHAN (Y7 6010) and 1s covered with dense forest,
On the wouth, high grourd follmm generslly along Interprovincisl Route 2 with long
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ridges extending east and west. To the east of Inderprovincial Route 2, the

terrain is broken by hills as is the area southwest of Xuan Loc. Vegetation

in this area consists of isolated rubber plantations Interspersed with culti-

vated fields, but the majority of the vegetation is dense first growth, with '
some secondary growth, Streams traverse the area draining generally to the

east and west of Xuan Loc. The majority of these streams are non-potable.

d. CA/PSYON:
(1) Prychological Operations:

{a) Paychologlcal operationt during ATIANTA began inltislly py
using & "Good Guy' lsaflst drop and dtilizing lcdepssksr transmissions to announca
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment's arrival in ths XUAN LOC ersa. ileporta later
receivad indicetad this mathod wiz apareciated by the people of the District of
Xuen Loc thus daveloping an irmediate raprort with the local popul aca, Leaflst
drons wers 3lso made on suspected and lnown Tist Cong positions and on Vist Cong
oontrolled hamlsts. In conjunction with the drops and during tacticel operctions
loudsperksr transmissions both live and taped were dirscted &t the Viet Cong from
overhsad. Informetion recelvad from ralliers and priscnsre indlocted that ths louvd-
speaksrs swrs hsard and that the ls:flsts wvers being read.

(b) ietivitise. Dwring Overation ATLANTA the following support
miasions were conductoed:

1 1,979,500 leaflets wers dropped during 16 leaflst
drop miuaslors,

ir

9 loudapasker iscions were floun for a total of 13.0
loudspasker "ours.

5 "lo Dose” mizsions vmre flown totaling 10,8 hours.
5,000 carfew posters tere distributsd.

39,400 nows lstters imre distributed.

200, 1967 Vistnamess calendars were distributed.

1ot

{2) Civio pction: On 5 Decembor (in conjunction with e cordon mnd
serrch operation conducted by the 3rd Squadron of ths villogea of CJil Y and
DAI) » MEICAP plan was initisted. In addition.to medical sssistace basic
foodstuffe (powered milk, bulgar wheat, rice, and oooking cil) wers distributed
to the villagers.

Onca the villagsa had besn cordoned off the noople wars airlifted to district
haadquart s at DUC THANH for scroening and iscuing of identification cards. Over
300 persuns wers traisjortad in the operation. Nowever, only 20 of them pormitted
the MEDCAP team to adninister any medical aid. It was quite spporent from tha out-
set that the peopls had besn well indootrinated by the Viet Cong on the dire
conssquences and sfiscta if any of then should accept wedical lie)p from US troops.
The food was received in much ths same wanner.

This waz the first time the Dlackhorss Regiment has encountered s locrle
vhare aa many of tha peopls were pro-V:at Cong. In order to ocunteract thie
situation an extensive paychologicsl program has hesn initiatsd in this ares stress-
ing the importance of the people rallying to the cause of the fbvarmwent of Vistnom.

6, {C) KIS3ION: The 1lth Armored Cavalry Negiment secures a basa cemp
vicinity 15 425%; olsars and sacurve iationsl Highway 1 and Internruvincisl
Route 33) fraa BIEN HOA (YT 0012) to GYA RAY (YT 6312); Interprsvincisl Route
2 fram XUAN LOC to the boundrry of the lst Australian Task Ferce (lst TF)

at Y3 L597; lational Righwey 20 from junction of Mational Fighuay 1

YT 3U10) to AJ vic YT 3615; Interprovircial Route 333 from OIA R Y (YT 6112}
%omvg;g {iT 7332; opens and clsars a route from vicinity YT LLO1 to LoD TH.TI

7. (C) Qﬁ?,ﬁ or QR ! The overall cancey’ of the oparation was
daveloped uith a MU the pian in four phessa.

a. Fhase I would involve a clesr and secure operation elong Mational
Bighvay 1 frow BIEN hes (YT 0012) to XUAN LOC (YT 4509) by ths lst Squadren
with the 917th Ingineer Company preparing to azsist in base camp devalop.ant. Ihe
2nd and 3rd Squedrons would contimue to Srovids security for the staging area with
the 2nd Squadro. resdy to assumse the sdasion of the lst Squadron and provide a
trooy aise recotion force.
Frge | of 86 Pages
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b. Phase II would comrence with the 2nd Squadron assuming the missfon
of the lst Squadron and occupying & combat base vicinicy of the road junction of
National Highways L and 20 while the lst Squadron would move to occupy a combat
base vicinity YT 4301 and secure the Regimental Base Camp site (YS 439%6). In
addition the lst Squadron would be prepared sm order, to clear and secure national
Highway 1 and Interprovincial Route 333 south and east from XUAN LOC (YT 4508)
to GlA RAY (YT 6312). 3.d Squadron to continue securing the staging area and be
prepared on order to establish a combat base vicinity Y5 3995 and secure and clear
Interprovincial Route 2 from XUAN LOC (YT 4508) to the boundary of Llst ATF TAOR
(YS 4679), The 919th Engineer Company (Armored) would be prepared on order to
move to the base camp and assist in {ts development.

¢. In Phase III the lat Syuadron would oontinue to sscurs ths basc camp
and gonduot route sscurity on National Highvay 1 from XUAN LOC (YT 4308) to CIA RAY
(YT £312) whils being prepared to conduct a roate security mission on Interprovinme-
ial Route 333 from OI4 R.Y (YT £312) to VO DAT (YT 7332). 2nd Squndron would cone
tinue its route securily miasicn om Naticnal Highway 1 whils conducting ssarch and
c_lsarl oper.tions south of ths road junction of Routes 1 and 20 at the same time
Siearing routes to ONO LUE rubber plantation vielnity YS 3998) on order relieve lst
Squadron of base vemp security mission, The 3rd Squadror would on order secure &
rc;«:at. basa vicinity YS 39955 on ordsr clsar and sscure Interprovineial Route 2
" mmtf;ﬂg to the bouadary of the 1st ATF TAMR; and be praparsd to open and clsar
A 2 the Regliental Bese Camp to LONC THANH (YS 1392) md provide baas
i security. 919th Englaser Camany would continus to provide assistance for
camp development and combat suginear eupport for ths sjuadrons,

d. Ivring tha fingl phase, Phase IV, the lat Squadron would on relief
of base camp racurity by tha 2nd Squadron continua its route security mission nn
Kational Highway 1 from XUAM LOC to OIA RiY end initiate similar operations on
Interprovineial Route 333 to VO DAT. 7nd and 3Ird Squacdrons and 519th Englneer
Compatyy woald contims wvith their assigned missicns stated in Phase I@.

B. (C) ZXECUTION: 20 Octobar - Changes in Task Orgsnisatiocn
1lat Squadron

Troop L, 3rd Squadron

1st Squadron initiated Operation ATLANTA at 0230€ mowing out on National
Bighway ) from tha Reglment:sl Staging Atea {n L0hO BINH (YT 0812} crganiaing a
tombat base viedmity YT 4301. During the move small arms fire was recelved by
Company D and Howltser Battery. 2nd Squadron remained in the staging area nreparing
far movemant on 23 October whiils the cd Squadresm prcvided secorte for 2nd Bate
talion, 1% Artillery to XUAN LOCe

21 October
Troop B and Company 0 eonducted search and clear operations vicinity
15 L4196 with only light contact, Mmercus tunnels wers uneavorad ad desirayed.
Troop L conducted operations to the sast, burning 30 hita and Castreying 10
turmels at YS 354927. At 2140 hours Troop B recaived a burst of sutomatic weapons
fire wounding ons man, and observed 13 VC probing perimeter nositions vieinity T3
440982, Fire was returned with unimown results.
22 Octobar
Operziion ATLLNTA contimusd with only miner incidents tha day.
Ons K113 (ACIV) fru‘rro@Bmd-TdWaprumdm at Y3 US5875 wtth mo

casualties, Four Vist Cong Suspects (¥C3) were detained by Troep B vicinity Y5
L7L857 and evocuated for interrogation.

23 October - Changes in Task Organdsaticn
)at Squadron
Troop L reverted te Y11 affactive 1500 hours.

. Operation . TL'KT. contimued with negitive contant. A tank from the
¥iFis Pazineer Camdany vas damaged by a mine at Y3 4119983 resulting in one TS

Fage 5 of ¢ Mages
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¥WIA, 2nd Sguadron movad from the staging at 0850 with Troop O and advance party
vlemente to orpanize & combat base at 0% QUE vicinity ¥YS 3999.

2l; October

Operation 'TIANTA continued with ths let Squadren conducting saarch
and clsar operations vielnity YS LL97 resulting in negative contac:. A % ton
trved with three passsngesa from ths L0Fth Radio Rsssarch Detachment received ons
command detonated claymore mine and 3 rounds of small arme firs vicinitv Y5
Lh8975, resulting in one US XIA, one US WIA, and one & ton truck 4maged, Ths
main body of the 2nd Squadro: departed ths staging area 0738 hours, closing in
ite combat base at 0900 hours without contact.

25 October

Operation ATLANTA oduntimued with esarch and destroy operaiions vicinity
of ths Rsgimental Baes Camp and ths 2rd Squadron's combat bese reruluing la
negativs contact., 3Ird Syuadron provided eecurity for the STARCGM sii2 (YS 030115)
as part of RIONTOWN {contimuous operstion - ascurity for HIEN HOA araa),

26 October - Operation ATLANTA continued with negative contact, 1st Squadron
conducted patrels vieinity of the Regimental Bass Camp and ROADRUMMER cocrations
along Interprovincial Route 333 from XUAN LOC (YT 4,L0050) to OIA RAY (YT 630120).
Day and night patrols were conducted by ths Ird Squadron from ths staging area.

27 October - Operation ATLANTA eontinued with ths let Squadron making a sons
reconnaissance south of the Regimental Base Camv. During the reconnaiasarcs at
laast 10 tun:sle co-tainlng clothing, rice, hand gransdss, cooking unensils and
documsnte were locatsd and destroyed. Thras ACAV's [rum Toeap A nere dsmaged
by pressure tyce minss resulting in »ne US WIA, Fepo'ive contas: was rads by tha
2nd and Ird Squadrons,

28 October - Opemation ATLANTA continusd with ssarch and destroy cosrations
vicinity Regimentsl Base Camps and BUDDY operstions with a local Popular Force (PF)
platoon achieving negativs reelte., Trooo K orovided a convoy escort for 188th
Maintanancs Battalion from LONG BIMH YT 050120 to Blackhorse Base Camp without in-
cident. 1In conjunction with ths 13t Squadron's activitiss along Interprovincial
Route 2, 165,000 1ssflsts were dropped from YS WS90 to YS L683.

29 October - Operation ATLANTA contimued without contact, Search and clear
operztions by Trooo A disclosed a hut conteining 12 sxpended 57me RR rounds, a
hane made battery, snd anti-imeritan proepeganda, st Y5 [j65858. Troop F rontinued
BUDNY cperstione with a local PF platocn vicinity YT Lj1h015.

X October - Operstion ATLAITA continued sith local sacurity operations around
Blackhores Bass Camp, Contact was made with =8 VO by an ambush patral from .
Howitser Battery, lst Squadron vicinity YS L56960 engaging ths VC with small arms
and hand grensdes. The snemy returned fire with 7.10 rounds of small arme and then
broka contact., VC casualtiss unknown; no US ramaltiss, Troop L continued to
provida escurity for ths LOMG BIMH ASP.

31 October = Operation ATLANTA continued :lth tha advance elemcnte of ths
Regimental Command Group closing in tha base camp at 0900 hours. Search and
destroy oper:tions contimad ir the wicinity of tra hase camp whila Treop C
provided sacurity for a bridge classification team from Company C, 2Tth Enginesr
Battalion (C) from XUAN LOC &ong National Highway 1 and Interprovimnaial Route
333 to €. U GIA WUT (YT 678198). Troen C received 10~15 rounds automatic weacons
fire vicinity YT LALOS) with mgltin results. Sesrth and cla:ic operatiora by
Troon A located a hut (YS 353928) containing 250 poands of rice. Progress continued
on the developmsnt of the base camp by 27th Englnear Battalios. Troon ¥ undovered
200 pounds aof rice, 10G BA-30 batterise amd medical supoliaa wicimity YT 33051,
Troon L continued to nrovide security for tha .20 BIMI /SP with no contact.

1 November - Troops » and B conducted a dismountsed night ma-ch at 0230 houre
encireling villagea at YS L20910 and Y3 L53995 with no contset, The 27th Sngineer
Battalion contimied to devalop the baue cemp.
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2 November - Changee in Taek (rpmiszetion
lst Squadren
Troop P (OPCON 1/11 for baee camp sacurity)

Preparatio.. for the displacemsnt of the Regimental Readquartere elemsnts
continued while Troop C road marched to QIA RAY (YT 62111G) along National Highe
way 1 and Interprovincial Ruute 333 without contact, Security measuree wers
initiated by the 1lst Squrdron to assist Company C, 27th Engineer Battallon in
securing the QLA RAY rock quarry. Securdty overations by the 3d Squadron continued
in the LOMO BINH -~ 3IEN HOA ares,

3 Kovember - Chaigze in Taek Orpanizetion
Troop I CPCON 2/11 for bese camp sscurity

The Regimental Command Oroup closed in to the base osmp area (YS LYA95E)
at 0920 houra. Troop A with eupport from Howiteer Battery continuod to opercta
along Interorovincial Route 333, Troopa’E and O received mutomstic weapons and
mmill arme fire with Troop O observing st least six parecns vicinity YS LhL962.
Troop F engaged two Viet Corg vicinity YS 25975 firing 3 rounds M79 cannjster with
unimown resulte,

L November
1st Squadron
Battery C, 2nd Battalion, ISth Artiilery sttached to 1st Squadron.

Operation /TLANT® continued with the lat Squadron pushing northward in
conjunevios with BUDDY cordon and esarch operatione in the SUQI fAT area. Sporadio
mining and small ayms incidente wers sncountered with no US casualties, Battery C,
2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery providad fire supnort for the operation from GIA RAY.
Bass c¢omp sscurity continuad to be maintained by the 2nd Squadron while the vd
Sjuadrom sscured tha otaging area,

% November - Troop A provided sscurity for enginesr work partise consiructling
oulverts in the vicinity CAV QIA HUYNH (YT 677198). Routa clearing operations
Procesded nv-tavard along Interprovincia) Route 333. Company B, 27th Pnginsar
Battalion commenead work ~n o T0Ck qQuarry aite off FNetierpsl Highwey 1.  1n awpcort
of the Regiment's activities '.udwmsaker everationa were conducted at VO DAT fiom
IT 8642 to YT BOLS. Bass ceam and staging ares escurity contiimed to be malutained
by the 2nd and v Squadrons with no eignificant coatact.

6 November - Security and route clearing operations contimued along Interoro-
vinelal Rouse 333 with the lst Squadron makdng a show of fores et VO DT, 600
pounds of wheat were located (YT &,7078) and evacuated by Troop C. Snirer fire
vicinity oi YT ASLOTL was received by Troeo C resulting in ons US WIA, Troep I
and 2nd Squadron trains closed in the Regimental Dass Cemmy fram their combct baes
canmp at O8O0 QUE, Umite of the 3rd Squadron contimied to conduct eecurity operatioms
with elemente of the 3Ird Brigade Lth Infaptry Divielon; no significant eontact mada,

7 Hovember

Toocp's A and B conducted dimsounted patrole in AQL while Troop C conducted
a routs redonnsiseancs on Highway 1. In conjunction with the patrols, EUDDY
operations were run with elemente of the 52nd Ranger B.ttalion vicinity YT 640205
asst to YT 694205 and YT 772200, Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 3Sth Artillary
dleplaced to YT 690218 to provide support sast of VO DAT (YT 73R). Coanstruction
pf a oulvert bypase (YT §78198) was completed by Coroany €, 27th Enginesr Battalion
and omened for traffio, Security of the base cwm contimed to bte provided by the
2nd Squadron; ata-ing area escurily was provided by elements of the 3rd
with Troop L and ona pletoon of tanke from Comany M working with elemants of the
334 Brigade, Lth Infantry Divieion providing e ecreen of the LONJ BINH /SP, ¥{th
io significant oontast,

8 Movember - Changes in Task Orgamiestion,
1st Squadron OPCON to lat Infantry Divieion effactive 1L00 hours,

Poge .T of 24 Pages
CONFIDENTIAL




. o e

CONFIDENTIAL

Troop 1 released to 3rd Squadron for Operations UNIONTOWN and MARSHALLTOWN

lst Squadreon terminated its operations in the GIA RAY - VO QAT area at 14
1000 hours. Squadron clements cleared GIA RAY (YT 6311} at 1300 hours on their
way to LAI KHE (XT 7738) stopping for - Glass I and III resupply at the LONG BINH
staging area. The first elements of the squadron arrived, 200km'a later, in LAl
KHE at 1630 hours, and by 1230 the entire squadron had closed. The move involved
approximately 200 vehicles and 1000 men completely combat ready. Elements of
Troop G relieved the lst Squadron contingent of security operations around the rock
quarry at GIA RAY while Troop E ran search and clear operations from the Blackhorse
Base Camp vicinity of Y5 4590, Occasional small arms fire was received by Troops
F and I with negative results. However, Troop E had an AGAV detonate a pressure
type mine (YS 457900} resulting in one US WIA and damage to the AGAV, The
remaining Regimental units conducted aecurity operations in tne staging area and
LONG BINH - BIEN HOA area.

9 November

1st Squadron continued under the OPCON of the lst Infantry Division as
part of Operation ATTLEBORO. 2nd Squadron continrued to protect the base camp
and dispatch pstrols ocutside the perimeter with no contact. No aignificant
activities occurred in the staging area. 3rd Squadron continued Operation UNIONTOWN.

10 November

Local patrels and security of the base camp area continued to be main-
tained by the 2nd Squadron while the 3rd Squadron secured the staging area and oper-
ated {n the 173rd Afrborne Brigade's TAOR as part of Operation UNIONTOWN. lst
Squadron remained OPCON lst Infantry Division. No significant results were
achieved,

11 November
lst Squadron continued uader the OPCON to the lst Infantry Division.
2nd Squsdron continued patrolling and aecuring the Regimental Base Camp
with one platoon from Troop G providing security for the GIA RAY rock quarry in
tha vieinity of YT 6311. Troop G hsd am AGAV hit by a claymore mine (YT 627071)
resulting in one US VYA and negative damage to the track.
3rd Squsdron continued Operation UNIO:TTOWN and provided aecurity for
the staging area. An M Gompany M48A3 Tank attached to Troop K detonated a pressure
type mine vicinity of YT 058149 s:lightly damaging the vehicle. On National Highway
1 a 374 ton truck from Troop K traveling in convoy was hit by a claymore mine
resulting in no US casualties and only minor damage to the vehicle.
12 Yoverber
lat Squadron remsined under the OPCON of the 1lat Infantry Divieion.

Security of tlie base cemp and the roci quarry esntlnuad te ba medrvennst
by the 2nd Squs “ron.

3rd Snusdron continued providing support for Operstion UNIONTOWIl and
sscurity for the stsging area with no significant action,

13 November

1lst Squadron contimued t5 orovide armer support for Operation ATILIRORO
under the onerationsl control ef the st Infantry Idviaion,

2nd and 3rd Squadroaz continued to maintain security of ths brue carp and
staging srea respectively.

1y November
Activitias renained the same with the maneuver slemsnts continmuing with
their missdons. Comjany H conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of
TUAN LOC (YT 3810) with negative results,
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15 November

lst Squadron continuad to fwrmish surport for Operation ATTLTZICRO in the
LAI KHE sréa.

Operation /TLAITA gortinued :rith the 2nd Squedren comducting local phtrols in
conjunction with the secwrity of tis bass cemm. Convoye contimusd to arrive and
depart from ths buse camp daily, traveling Nationhal Mighwey 1 from LCYG BINH to
the Nagimental Bass Camp without incident. 3rd Scuadron provided convoy escorts
in addition to securing the staging ersa perimetsr and sroviding one Troop fow
Cperation UI'IONTQUN.

156 November

At 2025 hours ths Ragimental Base Camp receivad an cstimated 30 rounds
of 82mm mortar fire and 75mm recoileee rifls fire vicinity of Y5 L28961, ¥S
1|.62972 and Y5 h55975- Fire was m::ediatoly returnsd with mn hO'ad.tZBl‘G, h.2"
mortars, and %0mm tank fire which quickly and effsctivaly silanced the VC guns,
Rasults of the attack were 8 US WIA ard minor sguipmsnt damages, A latsr chack
of ths ¥C gun positicns indicated ths snemy had daparted in & hurry lsaving
unaxpended 02mm wortar and 75mm Recolllsss Rifls rounds,

1=t Squadron remained OPCON to tha 15t Infemiry Division on Operation
ATTLEBORO.

2nd Squadron contimed Operation ATLANTA cornducting lncal patrola fram
the b-ss camp and securing tha OTA RAY pock quarry all with nsgativa results.

3rd Squadron eontinued providing support for Operation UNICHTOWN znd
the sscurity of the staging area. Troop L received 25 rounds of eutomatic weapons
fire vicinity of YT 080085, fire returned with negativa results. Troop I ob.arved
and challenged 2 civilians in black pajamas brealing e trail through tha jungle
(YT 05714)). Upon being challenged thsy broks and ran at which time tha troop
fired 20 rounds of small ayms, possibly wounding ons of them,

17 November

Patrols from the 2nd Squadron ssarchsd tha area around the base camp to
locate the positions used by ths VC to shell tha camp the provious night. At 1135
hours Troop G found 32 axpended 75Smi Recodllese Rifle rounds and omw live 7Sen
recoilless rifls misfire at YS L5S5979. A furthsr eearch of tha area found three
mortar positions (¥S L5397h) with six 82mm rounds, assorted mortar fusas and night

firing aquipment.

1st Squadron ccntimed Operaticn ATLANTA under the cpera’ lonal control of
tha lst Infecntry Division at LAL XHE.

ard Squadron coitimued to mupport Operation UNIONTOWN and provide security
for the Regimental BAtaging drea. At 2115 hours an arbush patrol from Troop I
heard nolses at YT 080118 sngaging the suspected area with one round of MT9
canndster; two bl grenades were rece’.ved on nosiiion, 8 = 10 rounda of M-16 were
also. firud in the direction of the noisss along with sl rounds of L2 inch HE
causing a sscondnry sxplosion after ths patrol withdrew. No US casualtisa, VC
casucivias unknown,

18 November

1st Squadron contimumed Operztion ATTLIBORC under the operstional control
of tha 1lst Infantry Diviaion,

2nd Squadron continued to conduct patrols and securs the bose camp peri-
meter and tha rock quarry. Problng actions were nad~r ilong the parimeter in Troop
E'a mector at 0155 hours ¢nd 2325 hours. Suspactsd locaticha were angaged with M79
rounds, resu.ts unknown

3rd Squadron continued to provide sscurity for the stuging area and supnort
for Operatiom UNICHTONN. The 2m! Platoon of Troop L at 1825 how's received X0

rounds of small eyms fire wicinity YT 075056, Flire was returned with M-79 and =mall
arms fire, remilis unknown. Contact was broken at 1845 hours.
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19 Kevember

7
1st Squadron contirued to prticipate in Operatics ATTLEBMRO now under >
the operational oontrol of tha 173d Airborns Brigads affective 0700 hours.

2nd Squadron conducted patrole in the vicinity of the base camp (Y5 ULST)
and provided security for ths rock « At 0045 hours a patrol fram Trocp F
received 5-7 60ms mortar rounds fras Y8 430951 resulting in no TS casualitios,
Artillery fire was returred with unknown results,

3rd Squadrun continusd DNIONTOWN operations and escurity of the staging
area, The area of operation remained quiet with only occasional emall arms fl+
ing. A squad siss base oamy was located (YT 095086) consisting of a 20 mever long
trench, 5 foxholes, and oooking utensila,

20 November

1st Squadron was relessed fram overational comtrol of 173d Adirborne
Brigade and closed on the etaging ares at 2035 houre.

2nd Squadron continued to conduct pstrols and provide ascurity for the
bass oamp.

3rd Squadron oontinued to support oparation UNIONTOWN and security of
the staging area as well as ths LONG IIVH ASP,

21 Hovember - Changss to Teek (Organtastion,
Troop K and I, 0°CON 173 Afrborne Brigads in support of UNIONTCHN.

The Reglment continued Cpeystion ATLANTA and was relisved of tho UNION-
TO'N mission by the 173 Airhorns Brigede. At 1025 hours a ferimental convoy
travaling oo National Highway 1 towards IUAN LC? was ambrehed vicinity YT 215100
to IT 290099, PFire was immeciatsly returmed by tla scacrt platoca irom Troop C
along with adr strikse by hellcoptess and ficitay sirers®t in 22°Miion to ertils
dery being fired in mupport of the oelesagumred ccuvay, The Iat Sgusdron moved
W ine emiush site as a reaction f.row from the LONO BINH etaging suva, Mnjor
oontact way broken at 1137 hours emcept for sporsdlc contsct during tha remaine
der of the day. 15 cssualtiee ware 7 KIA {5 from 11th Armovad Csvalvv). B WTA
(7 from the 11th Axmored Cawalry)y VC losses incluted s final total or 0 XIA (BC)
1 VCS, ‘“majons csptured listed in Ammex A. US sCu'pment losses included a
M113) destroyed, 1' ML1) damaged, & 2% ton trucke destroyed, 1 UHIB demrged; VC
loasea included 1 57mm RR, 1 AX[7 rifls, 2 RFG rounds and miecallansous documenta.

ist Squadron remained in the area of tha embuah to conduct & sweep the
following day.

2nd Squadron remained at the bese camp canducting ssourity patrols around
the perimster.

Ird Squadron was relr.sed from Opsraticn UNIONTGWM at 1LCO hours by the
17X Airborne Brigade. Contfmu? to provida security for the etaring avva.

22 November
lat Squadron condyfted search and deetroy opersticas scuth of the ambush
si%e. Four mors "C bodiss were found with another 75=100 V€ KIA (Poesible,
Elght STwa RR rounds, a tréipod WAL mechenism fer either a recoillsss rifls or
heavy maching gunwas alse Jocated.

The 2n0d and Ird $quadrons contimued to provide bass camp and ataging area
sesourity respectively.

23 November
1st Squadron pagformed base camp security for a portion of tha perinster
with no significant avests. Patrols from Troop C found a grave (YT 274072) con-
taining a body with a pistol belt and one US grenade.
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2nd Squadron conducted search and destroy operations in the vicinity of
TT 4003 and provided eecurlty for a portion of ths GI' R'Y rock quarry. At 11lL
hours Troop F heard 8-10 rownds of amall erme fire vicinity YT L250015; a sumep
sf the arsa was made with ncgative result=. A platcon fram Troop G recel.od an
unknosm number of rournda of rutimatic weapons firo and hesrd orna largo explésgion
belisved to be a slaymere vicinily YT 570063, TFirm was ravarved with eutomotive
weapons With negative re-ults, A poesicle tax collection point was reperbuc by ths
Ay Cbservsr at YT 575525,

3rd Squadron continued to escure the etaging arsa and supported Operation
USTONTOMM,

2ly November

Operation 'TLANTA sontinusd with the 1st Squsdron performing comvoy encoit
miesione from LONO BINH to the Regimental Paas Camp; conducted search and cesiroy
opera.ions in ths vicinity of thoir assignsd sechor of the base ¢7rm perimeter,
Troop C reported locating a fortification camplex consisting of §0 tunkers and
mnﬁaa forming & "T" from YT 278037 to Y 25275, and frem YT 27£000 east to
IT 201079.

2nd Squadron conducted search and deetr =y operaiione (¥S 3.95) with Troop
P and provided sa2curity for the OTA R'Y rock cuarry, ™ two di-feroni oenaclona
parsons wera detected along ths perimster mamned by Troop E. . trip Mare was
fgnited at 0315 houre revealing two persons, Firs waa recelved at this time
resulting in one US 'TA, Two rounds of mortar fire were received at 1820 hovrs in
tha 2nd Squadron area. Light fire teams werve scranmbled and the howitzar battrries
from the 1st and 2nd Squairons wers used to engage the euepected mortax pozitlon.
Reinforcing firee were alao requesicd and provided by ths S4th Artillary Oroup in
JUAN 10C.

3rd Squadron remsined in ths staging aree providing security and support
for Opersticn UNIOMTOWN,

25 November

lst Squadron conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of YT 495012,
35 VCS were apprehended in a hamlet containing VC propagonda material end empty
60mm mortar containers; seven were detained for further questioning. Troop B also
conducted ROADRUNNER operations from Y5 4497 to YT 2810 without incident.

2nd Sqwadron utiliting Trecop ¥ opened Route 320 for tracked vehicles,
from the base camp (Y5 439956) west to Nationa) Highway 15 at LOKG THANH (¥YS 140920),
The bridge located at YS 205935 was determined passable only for wheeled vehicles
with a bypass available for tracked vehicles, ROADRUNNER and security operations
were performed by Troops E and G,

3rd Squadron continued to provide security for the staging are=a and support
for Operation UNIONTOWN with Troops I and L under the operational controi of the
173d Airborne Brigade, Troop K conducted ROADRUNNER operations and convoy escort
from LONG BINH to XUAN LOC without incident.

26 Yovember

Operations remained quiet with the squadrons providing convoy eecorte,
lirited ssarch and clecr operstions and base cam security. Sunport for U.I0:TON
actlvitiss continued to be provided hy the 3rd Squadron,

27 November

Search and deetroy operatius by the let Squadron sdst of tha perimcter
uncovered 90 Uk volt tatteriss of local mamflacture in a tree wrencad An plastie,
Troop A alss found 9 VG packs with perscoal squipment and .ew black nylen rajancs.

The 2nd Squadron conducted search and deetroy operations porthwest of tha
base smp and continued to maintain scruity of the GIA RAY rock quarry sits.

Security o the staging arsa sn‘ continued supmort of UNTONTOWN ti
were provided by the 3rd Squadron, Conv:y escorts were alss provided :or°3:3..§i‘h
vehicles moving to and from the base samp.
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28 November - Changes in Teek Orgendzation
Troop E relieved Troop L of ita UITTONTOWH mission effective 1200 hours. 14

1st Squadron continuad Operetion ATLANTA with search and deatroy opera-
tione (YT 4900} northeast of the base camp with light contact. RMADRUNNEIR and
convoy escort operations iere run between Bluckhorse Base Camp end LONG BINH.

2nd Squedron opereted north of the base cemp un mearch and deatroy oper-
etions and contined to maintain security for the rock guarry.

3rd Squadron continued to nartiwipate in WICKTRRT 1dth Troopa I and L
under the operatienal control of the 1734 Airborne Brigede.

2% ilovamber

Oper:tion ATIANTA continusd with ths lst Souadron making e reconnaissancs
in force along Mational Highway 1 and Interprovincial Youte 333 fram IULT 1LOC to
(11 SR A

2nd Squadron assumed a portion of the UNIONTOWN mission under ths oper-
etional control of the 173d Adrborne Hripade., Troop T provided escort for Heglie
mental convoys and conducted search and deetroy oseretions vieinity of YT 4302.

3rd Squadron contimied an Operation ATLANTA 1d1th one Troop etill par-
ticipating in Oneration UNIONTOMN,

30 MNovember

1st Squadron's reconneissance ih force operetion contimied with no contact.
A report fram a 10th ARVN Divieion TG indiceted eprroximately 300 VC iere observed
at Y5 485, 2nd Squadron wts were dispatched to conduct a search and destroy
operation widch resulted in only mimor contact.,

3rd Squadron meanvhile maintaired eecurity of the eteging area ond

contimed to move ite equimment and supnliea to tha bree cwmp. [roop L capleted
its nove to the base oamp et 1315 hours,

1 Lecembar - Changss to Tesk Organisetion.
Troo: O relisved Troop I of OPCCN mission to 173d ‘irborne Brigeds.
Traop I reverted to 3rd Squadron control.

Ist Squadro secured the ruck quarry and eonducted ROADRUNKER
operstiona batwesn Q14 BiY nnd ths base camp.

2nd Squadron Operetion AYLANTA :ith nezative contact and participated
in Operation WIOITC'E wIth Trvops E ard G,

The Irc Squadron {=) closed in the beose camp at 1,00 hcurs, with the
remaining alements Irom the Provisional Squadron.

2 Decomiver

lei Squadron conducted an ares recomaissance (YS L4997) and a RO.DRUIMIR
operatio. to I RAT at the eams time providing security for the 0L\ RAY rock
quarry., AT 1540 hours a risupply convoy consisting of 2 )8A3 Tanks and 3 ACAV's
{fron any D and Troop b) and 2 2% ton trucks {ons from the 27th Znginaer
Battalion) was mdushed hy an sstimzted VG Mgin Feroce Battzlion (Reinforced) st YT
62707t hile returning from GIA RAY, A resction force of the lst Squadron ()
moved to the site shortly afler contact vas wmads, feinforcing fire vas received
frem 7 air strikss and artillery fire from the Sith Artillery Group at XUA LOC,
The main ambush foree was positionad southmsi of Metional Highwtay 1 1ilth slemonhe
of the aquadron positicned on the west, north and esst sides of VC lositions. TAC
or and srtillery were utilised to se2l off the sacape routys to the south.
Contact was broken at 1750 heurs, wdth enly sporadic firing eontamming umtil 1950
hours,
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Nluwnination over tha sealad area and surpressing fires iere provided by an AChT
nSpookt ahip after nishtfell, JAa of 2400 horrs US casualtisa umre 13 UIR, 1 2CAV
destroyed, and 1 14843 tank damaged, VC lossas inclucad 08 ZIM (), 3 wichineguns
(2 with bipods) and 1 AKL7 aesanlt rifle. ihs ettasksrs wore light blre uniforma
with pistol belta and boandeleemr of ammuniiion draned over thoir shoulders, ne
roticaabls ttem of clothine lacking wwe tlist moet of them wers not wenring shoess
fxpended rounds of 5Tmm and 75mm recolillass rifles were found near tha ambush aite.

nd Squadron continued to sscure the brse ¢zmp and support Opsretion
UITLONTO .

Ird Squadron sscured ths basa camp and conducted aree recoinalesance
in the vieinity of coordinstes Y3 4189,

3 Decomber

At 0700 hours the Hegimantal Comnand 3xoup moved to the site of the
zrbush whilo the lst Squadron contimued ssarch and destroy operatione south and
west of the adwsh site, At 0720 hours Troop A uncovered an artensive tunnel
system (YT £97063) and shortly thereafter capturad 3 VG, 2 of whom were wounded.
One of the VC stated thal he was a member of the lat Carpany, let Battalion, 275th
Regiment, Sth VC Division. At 4GS hours Troop € eipturad ancther *rounded VG and
evacyetoed him for medical treatmant. Prior to deylight the VC'a rautoe of 'Athe
drawl had besn ss:sled by artillery from 2/35th Artillary and an Alr Force #C-47
orbiting everhead,

Ths 2nd Squadron remained at the bess camp and conducted RO'DRUNIZIR
opesationd bet: odn tho hass cap and LOMG BITH.

The Jrd Squadron moved from the base camp to establish blocking positions
along Natlonal Highway 1 from YT 580065 to YT 630087 in support of lst Squadron's
search and destroy operations at the ambush site. Negetive ccntact was made and
the squadron closed in the base camp at 1815 hours.

4 December

lst Squadron cont{nued to search the 2 December ambush site. At 1023
hours Troop C captured a 75mm recoiless rifla with T&E mechanism and tripod at YT
629073, Later on Troop C round 1 75mm recoilless vouund, 3 grenades, 8 entrenching
tools, 25 foxholes and 1 VC KIA (BC) vicinity YT 634078. Total losses from the
ambush were 1 US KIA (from 27th Engineer Battalion}, 22 US WIA and 99 VC KIA (BC),
3 vec (WIA). See Annex B for breskdown of weapons captuced.

2nd Squadron centinued to conduet RQWDRUIITNR operations between the
Regimental Base Camp, end LONG BIMH und provide suprort for Onaraticn UNICHTGUN.

Ird Squadron contimied to improve ite perimeter dafsnssa vhile providing
bass casp security.

S December

ROURUMIZR operationa tmre conducted between OIL RAY and LONG BI'T with
negative contact by the lat and 2ni Squadrons,

Ird Squadron mounted a BUDDY search and dsatroy operation A th tha lat
Rattalicn hrd Infantry Ragiment (ARVN) in the wicinity of 1S LLSE50. Tha ARVH
made a.: aiymobils assault after the Ird Squadron had cordoned off the area.
Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 3I5th 'rtillary vas atteched for ths opemstion and organised
a fire support b:se at Y3 LL96, X detailed analysis and rejort of the onsration
is cutlinad in Anex C to this report.

6 December
. 1st Squadron conti:ued Operation ‘TL'ITA with NO'IRUM'R tperstions to
GIX RAY and ICiG DXMH. Troop B oconiinued to provide security for the OL. R'Y rock
quarTy.

The 2nd aid 3rd Squadrons oo.rtinued tc securs the brse camp and conduct
ROADRUAMICR operctions to and fraw LOIG 3Y 7.
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7 Decamber
The dispooition of the Rsgiment remainad the eame sxcept for the 2nd /6
Squadran, With tha let Squadron sscuring the rock quarry eand the 3rd Squadron
providing base camp eecurity tha 2nd Squadron termineted Operation ATTLANTA and at
1800 houre and came under the operationsl cantrol of the 173d Adrborne Brigade for
Oneration CANARY/DUCK.
8 Dacember
The Regiment tsrminated Operation ATLANTA st 2400 hours.

9. (U) SUPPORIING FORCES:

a. Artillery:
(1) Sise of Force:

Howitzer Battery, let Squadron, 1lth Armored Cavalry
Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadren, llth Armored Cevalry
Howitsar Eattery, Ird Squadron, 1lth Armored Cavalry
Shth Artlllsry Group

(2) How and Yhern Emplo-red:

(a) Battery B, 2d Bn, 35th Artillery (1S5mm SP) = 2 = L
Daceamber = supsorted,
1at Squadron on OI4 RAY ambush (2 Dac).

-5 December - supported 3rd Squadron on Operation ALEY-'DNIA
along Interprovincial Routs 2.

(3) Concept of Cperetion: The howitzar batterise organic to the
Regimant ware ussd in direct supoort of their parent squadrons wich the additional
miesion of providing genaral euprort for the sntire Re nt. Oeneral support
reinforeing fires and harrassing and interdiction (H&I) firee were provided by ths
Shtk Artillery Group.

(b) Battery A, 2nd De‘talion, 32nd ‘»tillary (OPCOHN to Shith
irtillery Group less command from 23rd Artillsry Group) (87/175mm SP) = 21 Movember
and 2 Dscember provided general supsort reinforeing and IRI fires.

(o) Battery C, 7th 3attalion, 75th Artillery (105%m towed) -
20 October = § Decamber p‘rwidod eupolementary Hil fires,

b. Signals

(1) Umiv Baplayed: A detechment from Company B, 53rd Signal
Battulion conalsting o ¢ radic relay terrdnal (AN/MRC = 17), and HF radlo van
(AN/QRC=26D), u communiocations cemter (A/MGC -~ 17) and 10 vignal pereonnel under
the command of Lisutanant Ing.

(2) Method of Bmploymart: T2 wetachmant was utilised to tarminate
comaard and certral telephone circuita t Ii F Force ¥, provida accase to the
Army Ares Coyvmunications lystam, ord to srovide & coxwunicetions centsr far the
11th Armored Cavalry.

{3} Sxscution: The Regixental Signel (fficer dotarmined what circuite
were nesdad for the oceratioo and . rwardad his requiremente to the II F Force V
Signal Officer. II F Force V then sutmittsd work reqizets for the installation
of the neceessry terminale which wers setablished by the Sird Signal Detachment,
Iimee from the terminales ware extonded by persomel from the Regimant-l Cowmumi-
cations Platoon. Inditially, circulta wers established to the LONG BIMH staging area.
However, as the Regiment cleared the aree thess oircuits wero dropped and others
establirhed in the base cwwp dves, The first airenits in the bese camp were
oparational by 31 Ootober 1966,

(L) Conoept of Oparetions: The 5ird Signal Detashment daployed with
the forvard command oos: elements of the Reglment af 11 October und remained et
the base camp providingoomwnications bet:wan the Dlatkhorse CP and higher head-
Quarters,
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{5) Results: The datzclment vrovided continuous commnications
with high quality olrculte throughout tha opsration, The operation of ths Black-
hores awitchboard and installetion of vwive to all orgenic and supporting unite in
tha bras comp vas accomplished by the Regimental Commurdontions ¥latoon thus
providing all units accaee to ths army area commnications system.

<. Army Aviation:
(1) Un.%s Tmployed:

(a) Aviation Platoon, HFT, 1lth Armored Cavalry

(b} Aviation Sectien, H'T, 1/11th Armored Cavelry
(c) Avietion Section, HNT, 2/11th Armored Cavalry
(d) Aviatien Section, FHT, 3/11th Armored Cavalry

{2) Method of EBmployment:

(a) Aviation Sactions « General supmort of the Regiment.
(b) Aviation Sectione = Dirsct sunport of their raspactive
equadrons; croes-attached betwean squadrons se situationdvreqilrdd,

{3) Concept of Operations:

{a) The Regimental Aviation plstoon pirovides a limited 1ift
croability within tha transmort eaction utilising eix UH-1D's, and cymiund and
control suprort utilizing the two CH-23G's in the cormaid and control eection.

{b) The UH-ID'a provided eviation support in & varisty of ways
such as command and eontrol, logietical trooov and cergo lifts, combat troom and
carge lifts medical avecuation, reconnaissance, training, aircraft maintenance,
agrdnistration, mail dslivery, F°C, pavchologlcal warfars, and hauling of perishable
ratione.

{c} The (H=23G's were used primarily for command and control
and administrativa missions, They were alsc used quite extensively for convoy
ascort, artillery adjustment and recon.-alssance coerations.

{d) The UH.1C's wara afiactively umed in such rolss as ambush
mporession, secort of airmobile operaticns, truck co.voy escort, daily perimster
reconnaiseance of the bose camp, and as a etandby immediate resstion sscurity force.

(L) Significant angagemente during which Ammy Avietion played
a major rola:

(s) Ambush suporeesion and search amni dastroy operations,
vioinity coordinatea YT 2810, 21-23 November 1965,

(b) Arbush sudpressior. and search and destroy operstions,
vicinity courdinates YT 6307, 2=l December 1965,

(¢) Operation Alexandris in supsort of 3/11, ssarch and dastroy
operations vicinity of soordinates Y5 Lh8L.

(5) Stetietical datz on ‘ruy Avistion muprort operations,
{a) Houre flown:

1 (823 627 hows,
¥ UE-1D & ARIC - 1387 hours.

(b) Sortiass flowm:
1 Command and control - B9 Sortiss.
Z Combat Suprert - 207 Sorties.
J Combat Assault - 337 Sortise,

(s) Cargo trasported - 62.5 t-rs.

£ (d) Passangers trangported - I, 3t7.
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a (6) Elemente supiorting organic aviation unite:

(a) 68th Aseeult Helicopter Company (s-rlifted 1/hL3 ARVN Regt 8
on Operation Alexandria 5 Dec),

(b} S05th M Co provided POL suprort at the Regimentsl Base Camp,
de U.5. Alir Force:
{1) Zmployment:
U.5. Lactical air sloments were amployed in auport of ths 11lth
Armorod Cavelry thrmghrut Operetion ATLANTA. Oal Adrcrift of tha TACP, Ilth Armore
od Cavalry wure flown dadly in tha sujport of operations, Mieeions flown consieted
of VR, from which valuable intalligence dzte wee collected and subnitted; FAC, in
vhich tactical fighter ond bomber aircraft ware employed againzt both praplanned
and immediete targets selected and requeeted oy the Regimental 5-2 and 5«3
esctiona; convoy sacoerts during which both 0-1, and whan raquired, fighter aircraft
escorted 11th Armored Cevalry convoys; and Artillary Adjuetmant, in which the
FAC's in the O-1 alrcraft adjusted both Regimental and othar support artillery
against targets within the area of opsrations, Adminiatrative flig-ts were
flown by the O-1 aircraft but thess were .ainly in eupport of TiCP requirementse,
{2} Cont.ol:

All Air Force elements utilizsd during the ration were
under the command and control of the Tth U,S. Alr Farce (PACAF).

{3) Effsctivensea:

The majority of the tectical fighter and bomber etrikaa werw,
as datermined by subesequent agents reporte, considared very effective. Thaee
agents reports mzet be relied uson beceusa ground follow up action was generally
impoesible dus to tha ter-ain and/or other taetical coneiderctions. On two
occasions when the Regiment hed convoys amhushed by eizable Viet Cong forces
tactical alrpover wae instrurantal in keesing friendly lossee to e minimumt and
was of preat aid in dispatching the enemy fuorca. iilled by air boedy count in
these encountars was low dus to tha Viat Cons caciie of rapidly evacuating their
kitlled and wunded, Again, subsequent agant reporis supnorted the faczt that
the tactical air forcse amnloyed wero very +ffective and the actusl hody count .
told only e small porticn of tha story.

(4} Statietical Data on Alr Force Suonort Opercti.onst

(a) Scrtiss Flown:

VR - 132

FAC - 39

Zgeort - 13

Artillery Adjustment - 10
Mminietrative -

Combat Striks - 135

{b} Tibe aircraft flown with breakd:wn of mmber of sortiws
per types

F-100 - B9
F5 - 29
B-57 = 12
A=l = L
ACLT - 1
C-1 = 203
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(e} A total of 190 tons of ordnance wan expended with the
following breakdown by typet

ME=55 10004 Bomb L2
M.117 750# GP Bomb L
Hi~82 500# Bomb 172
ME-81 250¢ Bomb 28

250§ Frag Bomb 24
BL-1B/27B 750¢ Nepalm 228
Cannistere of CBU (ALl Types) 20
2.75mm FFAR an
IDlwidnation Flares 19 .
.30 Cal Ammo (Rounds) 15,000 # 3 w40
.20mm HEI (Rounds) 9,600 ,‘ 0

s, Engineer:
{1) Unita:

919th Enginerer Company {Armored)
{2) Mathod of Emsloymant:

Daring the opuration enginesr elements were attsched to the
squadrons based on their arsighad miesiona. Attechments in some casee were made
down to troop and oomiany level with an anflnoer squad providing the aup-ort.
Taska assigned the 9.9th Engiroer Company (Armored) ranged from base camp develop-
ment and eacurity to combat sngineer support (clearing mines, deetruction of forte
ifjoations and construction of temporary bridging).

{3) Execution:

On 20 October the 1sv Platoon attached to tha lst Squadren
moved to the apes of the boss camp rnd Megen clsgring fialda of fire, utilising
threa tank dosers and one full traciei bulldozer. While the fielda of fire were
being eleared snd the basa nawp perimeter eecured aach of ihe thres platoons
were providing combat snglinser suppoact to the various Awrared CGevalry Troops
vhen an independent mission was required. Spacifically, a cquad from the 1lst
Flatoon supported Troon A by probing snd cisaring winse in eugpecled =areas end
doatroying bunkers tunnele and beoby trane. Ona of the other squids from the
ist Pletooc while supporting Troip B on 2 reconnaissance miscion ecountered
&n ingeniously emplac»d mine com>lax desigrié to disable an smored vehicle and
onoe stopped, destroy it with a chorgs thet was placed rt a highar elavation than
tha first. They aleo desiroyed enemy benkers and Lwricis ui Liey were located.
Whila the 3rd Squad  of the last Platoon srprorted Troop L on a esarch and destroy
operetion it oonstructed a hasty bridpr crossing in order for the troop to
contimie with ite miesion,

On 26 October the lst Platoon moved back to the staging srea to aasist the
Compeny Headquarters in their move to tha base camp, The following day the
2rd Plrtoon completed ite move t.o the bace camp.

By 11 October the entire company had dieplaced to the base easp area and was
btusily engaged in constructing defensive nositions and sandbegging living areas.
Puilding materiale were obtaine:l and precut for use in constructicn of permanent
bunkers for the basa camp. In conjunctien with the installatioca of the perimeter
Cefenses tychnica) asasistance wis provided to the various troop umits occupring the
owyp,

(L) Resulta:

By 8 December tha perimetar wire and bunker syatar was 60%
complated in the base cemp area and aork on the base camp roada and dralnage
ditehes were SOK camleted, Vertical construction was in ite initial stages with
priority of affort going to latr-inee, showers and meeshalla. Al base camp

development jects were accomplished in conjunction with the 27th r
Battalion (cgfo Foeings
n
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Jdnenn vduno ce metivitiloe ware corfined nainly to hasty bridge and route
surveys, This was caused primarily because of the naturs of tha dutise pisied
upon the engineer platoons by the unite to which they were attached. Thees
mlesions included turmel and fortification deetruction and minor road and bridge 20
repairs. )

10. (C) R3ISULTS:
a, Frisndly Lossse:

XA - 8
WIA = L9

Zquipment loat or dustroyeds
ACAY = ]
Tquipment damaged:
AV - 9

Tank ;4843 - 3
UHIB = ]

D - 1

oH2X - 1

b. Znemy Lossee:

U (1) Parsonnels:

KIA g,):) 1%
KIA (Poss) - 104
VOO -51
WS « 276

(2) ‘ea ous and emimition:

sooillass Difle:
7581 1/mount - 1
STom wWikant - 1
ischragun - 5
Subuachine g - 6
Jdockat Tauncher - 1
Small Arus = 8
Artlicry lounds - 2
Lortar icmnds = 25
Necoilless founds - 11
Roclkets = 2
Mines - 28
Grenades - 28
Small Arms Asamition - 2570

(3) Installstione:

Base camys = B
Fortificationa
Tuanels = 61
Trenches = 59
Twmel/Bunksr Complex - 3
Faxnoles - 264

(L) Foodstuffe:
Uce - 1s tona
Peanute - 1 ton
Salt - 1 ton
idzzcllaneous - 1100 lba

Page 18 of 26 Pagee

HTIAL

-4
-
=4
[ b ]

[ -]
=}




CONFIDENTIA!
{5) Suppliea:
al Uniforme - 77 sets
Bicycles = &

Cooking Tteneila - 52
Batteries - 168
Packs and individual web pear - L8 sets

(6) Miecellmneous:

Documents =l 1ba

Medinol Supplies - Sh 1ba {+)
Filag - 1 (matal)

011 - 120 gallons

Money - 53,000 VN
Tlec.rical Mre - 2200 meters

1. (Y AINTCISTR.TIVE M- TTIRS:

s, Logistics.
Reasupply:

(1) HMethods. 1st Logisiical Command on regusat of ths Resgiment
established o forward supply point (FSP) in ths Resgimental Dase Camp ares, Iuring
Operation ATLANTA, resupply of Glasa I, III and IITA was handled by sup)ly point
distribution from the P3P. Class V resupnly was and still 1z being accomplished
by sup ly poimt distribution from the Ird COrdnence Amwunition Sunply Polmt (ASP)
at LOID BINH, Clase T and IV supoly (except PLL repair parts) were received
through the 264th Quartermaster Supily and Servica Battalion at LCNG BIMH.

(2) Techniques, Logiaticsl convoys ware used to provide the
primary mods of resupily for the units of ths Regiment and the FSP, Aerial
resupply was employed only on an emargency basis,

(3! Basic Loads:

(a) Class I. Zach unit of ths Regi-ent carif.d a 3 day
supoly of MCI's gn their vahioles with a 2 day supnly in their unit treins,

' (v) Clrss TIII, %ach Squadron Supdert Plstoon is suthorized
‘] seven 1200 gallons tank ane pump unlte bty w03, Additionally, sach scuadron ham
£ baein suthorized twe 5,000 pallon tankere 1ith tractor by MIOCE (U8 RV Form L7).

Experience during ths opuration has shoun that the lsgiront used an average of
67,113 gallons of Class J(I and JIKk par week broksn Cown as follows: JP-l, B,
90l, gallonss AV0AS, 1,506 allone; NOGAS, 35,487 pallonas DIESSL, 21,215 gellons,

A

{c) Class V - Delov is listed a ccnsolidated 1ist of ths
degientsl basie load:

DAL 2 NGEICL.TUS SIC 18D
1305-4 Ctp, 12 Ga. “hotgun 10,000
1205-2066 Ctg, 5.56mm, Dall 1,739,060
1305-A043 Cig, 5,%em, Traocer 579,960
1305-412% Ctg, T.62m, Tracor, Carton 200,000
1305=-A1% Ctg, 7.6, 3all, 5 rd Clip 651,480
1305-331  Ctg, 7.62e, linked, Ball asd Tracer 612,140
1X05-A127  Cig, 7.62m, iinked 2,265,560
1305-1d2  Ctg, Cal .30 Cerbine, Ball, 10rd Clip 1,000
1305.A475  Ctg, Cal .45 Ball 27,055
{ 1305-A557 Ctg, Cal .50 Pall aid Trecer, Tdnked 1,207,500
1318550 Ctg, homu, 13006 6,
1710-BS7h  Gtg, 4Omm, Fixed BE, 1385 b,056
f 1N5.C258 Ctg, 90m, Smk, P 208
. 1315-C262  Ctg, 90w, Carnister 2,306
105-C066 Ctg, 90m, IE 768
1315.C280 Ctp, 90mi, HET 1,442
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DODAC # NOMENCLATURE BASIC LOAD
1315-CLIS Ctg, 105mm, w/o Puz, 3,600
1315-CLl9 Ctg, 105mm, Ttlun, w/fuze MISQ 255
1315-Ch51 Ctg, 105m, Smk, Q:ecu, w/Tuse MTSC 15
1315-Ch52 Ctg, 105m, Smk, FC. w/fure MTSQ 360
1315-CL53 Ctg, 105mi, Smk, ~ed, w/fuze MISO 15
150454 Ctg, 105mi, Smk, 1'P, w/fuze PD 270
1715-CL55 Ctg, 105m, Snk, 137lov, w/fuze MTSQ 15
1315-C704 ctg, b.2" Nert:» iy affute PD 2,592
1315-c705 cig, h.2" Horta. "5, w/o fuss 1,077
1115-0706 Ctg, be2" Mrote:, Yilum 259
1115708 cig, h.2" Mortay, Smk, P h32
13130-0889 Oren, Hand, Freg 8,L32
1330-0900 Gren, Hand, Incend 5,9
1330-0910 Qren, Ha.d, Offensive 1,000
1330-0930 Gren, Hond, Snk, Walte, HC 960
13300940 Oren, Hand, Smk, Gisen 99
1330-0950 Gren, Hand, Smk, Red 9
1330-0955 Gren, Hand, Smk, Violet 399
1330-H500 Rkt, HE, 3.5" 108
1345-K143 Mine, AP, M1B1A, lNon.bounding, Non-metallio 792
13)5-X93¢ Thickner, Inoend ou. M, 100 1b drum s
1370-1231 Sig, Nlum Acft, Re 6L
1370-1232 stg, Illum Acft, !sl‘l.ow 6y
1370-1233 Sig, Tlum Acft, Orean 6h
1370-1L307 Sig, Tllum Gnd, “hite Star Cluster 500
1370-111 Sig, Illum Ond, White Star, Pars 1,000
1370-L31, Sig, Ilium Gnd, Oreen Star, Cluster 500
1370-L315 Sig, DNllum Gnd, Red Star, Cluster 500
1370-1320 8ig, Smk, Ond, Red 200
1370-1322 Sig, S, Ond, Yellow 200
1370-L323 5ig, 9mk, Ond, Red, Pars 200
1370-1L32), Sig, Smk, Ond, Oreen, Pars 200
1370-L407 Flare, Acft, para 250
1370-1495 Flare, Surfacs, Trip, M9 5,676
1370-1621 Starter, Fire 225
1375-M023 Chg, Dsmo, Block, Camp, ch 1,480
1375-M030 Chg, Demo, Elock, TNT, % 1b 00
1375-M031 Chg, Demo, BLocc, THT, % 1b 200
1375-MO32 Chg, Dero, Biock, TNT, 1 1b 1,850
1375=1130 Cap, Blasting, Spec-Eles, J2 1,850
1sr5=-1131 Cap, Blasiing, Spec-nem-Elec 1,850
1375-M21 Dest, Ex:lcyive, 00 180
1375-M56 Cord, Detc, Ratnfurced 9,000
1375-M670 Fuse, Blastinug, M™me, Explosive loadad 6,000
1375-M766 Ignite, Tire Blemting Fuze, Pull Vire Type 1,850
13Lo-HL96 Rkt, 2.75", v/moter 350
130-H555 Rkt, f6mm, Hast, M72 Loo
1390-1200 Fuse, Point Deto, M78, CP »
1390-¥319 Fuze, Polnt Deto, MSlA eeriae 1,998
1IPONI3S Fuge, Polnt Deto, M557 w/bovater ML25A1 261
1390-%12 Fuse, Proximdty, M513 seriss 2,L03

(d) Weapons densities (Regimant and attached uvnits) are

indicated balow:

NCMENCLATURE LUTH
Rifle, MIh L75
Rifle, M5 2,623
H}, 7.6&, lﬁO u-l?

s Tob2mm, MS0C Lu3
10, 7.62m, M73 83
Carbine, M1 18
Fistol, M1911A1 1,007
Sutnnchimgm, jisTh1 145
M, Cal .50, M2 583
Grenade Launcher, !179 k-
M159 (1} tubes each) 12
Rockat launcher, 3.5" 18
M5 (LOwm cerial L
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HACICLATURE AUTH o/t
16 7 T
X2 9 9
H23 6 6
w29 u 0

b. Treneportstion, Ths Negiment relied principally on organic transpor-
tation suprort located in the eupport platoons of the equodrous for its cambat
servics support., ‘Token euport was provided by the Saigon Area Transportation
Officer to move 2,500 short tons of WABT(C, CONNEX containsre and tenta;e fram the
ataging area to ths base camp area, The Regiment was required to pickup Clase II
end IV supnlies (less renair parts) und Cless V from eupnly points in the ICI'G BIVH
area {an appragimate 110km turn around). The eama combat service ewpport vehialee
were aleo used to deliver from the base cemp esupnly pointe to the squadrone which
in soms casee involved another 110km turn around. The ues of tactical support
vehiclee to return to rear area sunply points as tell as deliver fram forwvard
suoply peints to tha unite of the Regimant hes reeulted in ths accumulation of
excasalve miloage on the tactical suprort vehiclee of the Regiment, ‘'This eituation
wil) be alisviated aomsvhat when a planned forvard supply point for Clase V ie
selabliehad in the base camp. However, the problem of Clase TI and IV will
continue until m:ch ti-e am a FSP is eata“lished for theeo suoplies.

0, ifedical Tvaluztion and Foepitelization.

{1) Conceant: The equadron medical nletoons would provide immediste
trestment and presare casualtise for svacuation to the 37th Medieal Company
and/or request "Dust COff" suppert. .MAeroedical sudmort ‘vuld ba provided by elthar
tha Regimentrl .wintion Platocn or ‘eramsdical urite located at 101G 3INH depending
on the evailebitlity of aircraft.

{2) Execution: Tach rrmored cavalry troop normally hod medical
nereomnal and evacustion vshiclee attached to ther from the ecusdron hesadquartere
troon, Initial medicel aid wae provided by thase aidmen while awaiting
ssrosvecustion, ‘/henzver a landing zone could not be escured or the terrain was
such that the helicopters could not land, the atliached evacuation vehiclee mre
utilized to move the casuwalties to the squadron aid etation znd subsequently to
the 93rd Evacustion Hospital in LOMO DIMH or the Jrd Fleld Hospital in SATGON,
Ovar 90% of the Nagiment's casualtiee were svacusted by air, Raeponse tc "Dust
Off* requoste was Immadiate and highly effsctive., On several occasions the "Duat
Gff" pllots exposed themsalves and thair aircraft to hesvy enemy fire as well as
I'riendly artillery fire in ordsr to svacuate a critically wounded trooper.

12, {0) SPRCr.L EQUTPMENT D TICHTAUES: Mo special techniques or
equipment were amnloyed or developed duriig (peretion ATLANTA.

13, {U) Crl.Fo.R A LYSIS; Cperation .IL:ITh proved to be e most suocesse
Tul operation not only Iram the standpoint of oesualties inflicted on the Viet
Cong but the mmber of lines of commnication that have besn opened to friendly
traffio. lo longer can the Viet Cong fre:ly utilize them for movement ¢f their
forcee amd supplies nor set up ta: collection pointe to harase and extort money
Irom the loerl pooulrce, The pereiet:nt, agirsasive and far rorcliing actions of
the Deglment have contirually hept h'm off balance thue prewenting ¢ v mussing
of forces for cny sizsble atiaok, The tuo instencee {mibushes) shen ns vas
able to mount an of fensive action resulted in camleste route. Geographical
locctions heretofere coireidersd privileszed Viet Cong samrctuarise were breached
by the arnored columms of the Dlackhorse Regiment dastroying base oamsa,
fortitiostions, and oanturing precious etores of food, ''he operation only
further demonstrated the flexibility, effsctivenses, and provees of an .rwmared
Cavalry Regluent in an insurgency envirommnt, The eituations encuuntered by
the Glaockhorse ron the gmmt frow RO DAUITEGR end convoy escort rde:zions to
cordon ~nd search oneratioie vhereby ths equadro e had to seal of ' and then move
in and physloally root the Vist Cong Forces. 0(n sach occasion the enemy wrs
sl sively engaged and felt the full oanbat norar of the Regiment with telling
results. ‘Throughout the opersetion the Ragiment hLas bzen able 40 move ot will
in 140 TU'NH and BIME TUY Provinces and ths norihern mcet portion of MTUC TOUY
Province both on and off the ldphuays experiencing litlis dif ‘iculty with
tarroin or geomrenhioal obstaclas,
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Operstion iTL IT.. was the Negimentle initial opersticn in the XUAMN IOC -
VO DAT aréas and initial efforta vere being expended securing and orgunizing the
base camp, ho.aver, on at least tuo cucasions ARVN and Popular Force units
participated in ssarch and clsar/destroy oper:ticns in tha Blackherse TAR.
Huch of the Neglwntls sreliminary efforts :rere devoted touard sstablishing linec
of commudsction with ths 18th ARVN Divieion, Distrist and Provines officials
end the Netional Polioe, Currently the Regiment has exchangsd liaiscn officers
with the 16th Diviston and nas estsblished 2} hour cantasct with the local
Vietammene officiale, Additicnilly, e limited program has been instituted ihereby
the Hatioial Polics accompamy ths squadrons cn their overesticns vhich so far
havs proved moct benaficial to &11 concerned, Future plans call for an expansion
of this program with the ultimste goal of speeding up the pacification effort in
LOS) KHAMH and BIHH TUY Provinoes,

U, (0} LiS.:.0M5 I RIED:
4, Operstions,
(1) Item: Obtaining clearance to engage sampans.

DNMacussion: 'hen there is a possihility of heliconter Iire
tams encountering sampans, target clsarances and identificetion problems may
arise since olearance must be obtained frou District. This requiremsat causes
undue dalay and often results in ts target escaping the area befors clearance
can be obtained,

Observstion: The greblem can be greatly simplifisd and
facilitated by cerrying o Vietnawsse Officisl on board one of the ships shc is
muthorised to give pervdssion to fire once the target has been idantifled,

(2) Item: Trployment of combot englneer plstoons.

Discussion: During operaticns adequate and efficiant
ar support is not alwuye provided beeauss the pletcona are often fragamnted
though operational requirements z.d missions acmetimes do not warrant tha
employment of an antire platoon,

(hservation: Commanders should evaluata their enginser
supnort avallabls and in conscuance with the mlesion st hand ascign tasks to
the snginser camwandar st the same time naintaining support fle:ZLility.

b

3
g

{3) Item: Contrel of aly spare over the battls area,

Meacussion: During #n ambush there were four cbaervaticn
eiroraft, four UKL ganships, a medical evcocuation holicopter, aud one commamd
helicoptar o1l over the mmbach oite at coe Lime ov ths othor. “/Ath the pousible
sxcaption two of the four cbservation circraft wero thsro by nsceasity,

In addition Mgh nerformancy alicrsft vere maldng strikcs on sach sids of the
road which remilted in s fuu wcer ilsaes,

(bservation: One airborne slament should coordinate the
alrepace above the Battla araa vien more than one type of aircraft is onercting in
the area, Ths old rule of thmb that the slower aircraft should temporarily
lsave the srex until the fester shipe have delivared their crdnares -iould be
very approjwiste in this case.

{h) Titem: Convoy reactiom force.
Discussion: The ambushes of 21 NHovembor and 2 Jecember clessrly
indiczted the n~ed ?nd the value of e highly mobile, and self sustaining foree
witl tha oqpabdlity of repddiy closing vith ths snemy.

(bservation: Couvoy resction forces should be camposad of
aruor elemants, if Jossdbls, supplemanted with rrmed helicorters (AH-1C),

(5) Item: Decction of convay sscorts in an mbush,

Discussion: GHeceot exparisnces have shown that the firet
mimtes ¢f contact s Teaction thereafter by tha sacort ere most critical.
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Without sx¢aption if the éscort hed not, once clsar of the killing sona, retzrned
to ths ambush site firing every wapon svailable the convoys would have besn
ovsrrun by the VC.

(Obasrvation: Maximum firepower and bold éxscution of
counteramtmeh techriquss will ellectively neutralise the ambushing forocey

{6) Item: Locstlon of Viet Cong ambush forcse.

Meciasion: Purdng the 21 November 1966 ambush ths Vist
Cong posiltloned {hu:ne:veu'ir ihs grasa and undsrgrowth flanking {2 to 3 maters)
the road with tha apcarsnt idea that the gunners fisld of obssrvation would be
masked by their own venicie {ACAV),

Ohservahion: ACAV gunnera should be trained to fire shesd,
to ths rear, and down a8 the vehicls passes through a kdilling sone,

{7) Item: Bmplowmsnt of hand grenadse in an ambush.

Discussion: Experisnce has ehowm that the Viat Cong
position their closest Torces just off the road sometimee in the drainage ditches.
Machineguns located on ths ACAV'e siperisnced difficulty in effactivaly covering
the close-in, immediste arsa on eithar side of the wehiols,

Observation: The hand grensds is an excsllent closs in
ocountersmbush weapen.

{8) Item: BEmploymsnt of eninera as mmrt of ths ambush force.

Discussiont The smpioyment of eilpera particularly in
anbush sites having rubber ar similar height trese can inflict heavy casualti-~s
on the ambushed element. Snipers are very effactive becaule ths ambushed force
normally is concentroting ite attantion on ths forces on the ground,

Coservation: “lans for fire dietribution should includad
the engagement of nossible ardpur locatlone onca contact has been meds.

(9) TItem: Utilization and employment of armed hslicoptera.

Diecusrion: The armed helicoptera {AK. 1C) orgenic to the
Arwored Cavalry Regiment ©an ozl be utilized and emmloyed when cr.pnlidaiod at
Regimental levsl (air covalry irosn), This allows greater flextbility and
oontiraows support for committed menever (squadron) forces.

Ohasyvation: Armed helicnntos consalideted for cambst and
conbat support missions will gliow =m.iimious and greatss asciwl sudnort for the
armored cavalry squadicons.

(20) Ttem: Lialson requivaments,

Discugsion: During Cperatdion ATLANTA a llaieon officer was
aasigned to the 10th ARVIT Liviaion in XG4T LCC ard the 10%h AAVN in turn assigned
an ARVHN officer to HJ, 1llth Axnd Cav Reet. Tiis made rapid coordinstion poasible
and has proven imvaluabls.

Cbservation: Timely lieison wlth other units in an area of
oparations is of great Importance, and can provide information that would be
otherviss unattainabls,

{11) Ttem: Control of coavoys.
Discussion: During Operztion ATLANTA mumercus comvoys
moved to and from the Reglnertal Bass Camp. Control of thsse convoye during
novement and limiting their sise became a problem, During movement thsre is the
over present thaeat of ambush, aspeclally agsinst suoh lucrative targets as resupply
oconvars, and ccntrol becomes even more difficult and iwpartant.

(haervation: Comvoys must be sffectively cantrolled and
their sise limited to reduce the Dossibility ef VC sxmlodtation of iwak points.
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{12) Item: Signal support.

Discuseion: When & regimental forward or tactical command
post ie amployed, ¢ multi-charnel radic link is naceseary to axtend necassary
comand and control circuita. Thie supoort must Le requested from s higher head-
quarters. If there is sufficient time for planning, suprort can be programmed
and obtajined, Howevar, if a situation davelope rapidly, this support may not
be availabls to deploy with the tactical CP.

Obsarvationt A need axiete for e permanently assigned multi-
ohannel radio link within en armored cevalry regiment. Equipment has been res
quasted axpected in-country in July.

{(13) Itém: Coamand Poat Vehicle M-5T7Al.

Diacussion: ‘hen the camand post vehicle M-577AL is used
as a "fixad stetion® CF, Lhe heat build.up inside the valicle sapae dsterieratiom
of parts in the commnicaticn equipment. There ars measures that can be taken
to allaviete the heet tmild-mp.

1. Insure adsquata wvehtilation,
7 Utilize e fan to cool equipmart.
Keop radio tranamiesions to a minmimum,
Provide ¢verhead shelter for the M.577Al.
When not transmitting, pleca tha T195 in the standby
poxition,

Cbservetion: Radio opesrators and supervisors should be made
eware of the measures to De taken to prevent dmmage to c¢.waunicetions equipment in
the M-577A1 when operating in a statio positiom,

(1L) Item: Frequsncies.

Dacuseion: The frequency spectrum has proven to be sxtremely
crowdad in ITI CT2. Constant command emphasie and eupervision ie needsd %o minla
mise interference and expedite traffioc paseags.

Cbsarvetion: Frequeancy interference sxiate, but umits oan
communioats and make oFZeCUive use of neriznad franuanciea hy ocbsarving oeswect
pronsdures,

be. Training,
Item: Rulee of engagement training,
Diecussion: Rulee of engagement as imposed in parts of
Vietnan require the Inividual soldier to initiate combat undsr varying conditions
and with e verlety of i1vanone. Without specific tralning oriented towards thie
type of engagement the »3uite could be detrimental to our efforta in Vietnme.
Cbgervation: COMUS training for Vietnam bound troops should
include eams of the general rules of angagement i.s. action ageinst snipers in
towns, progrersion of wespons to be used and destruction of homes end huts and why
these rulee are necessary. Onee wasigned to e unit in-country ths individual
ehould receive further instruction on any rulee cammcm only to thet unit.
. Intelligence.
Item: Patrole,
Dlecuseion: Deylight recon patrols and night smbush patrole in the
vicinity of both the staging sree end base cam have been found to be extremely
effective {n deterring VC ettacke on theee areas.

(bsurvetion: An aggresszive olan for wetrolling the areas around
base camps will deny the VG cpportunities to plan, practice and smcuts ettacke.
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d. CA/PSIOPS.
{1} Item: Loudspeaker operations,
Mecuaaion: Information received from Viet Cong prieoners and
ralliers idica*e that Ioudspaaker mlesions are nct effective whan flown sbove,
2,000 fest or on windy days,

Tomersationt The altitude and wind activitiee will havs a
direct effect on tho overafl recults of loudspesker miesicns,

{2} Tome: Chisu Hoi Progvem.

Idecvusiep:  lHeports continue to came in from the fisld eteting
that the Viet Congz do =% 1iust the allled forces in narticular the Americans,
It i# quite epparent thzt Viel Cong »ropasonda is atill sble to influence thelr
thougnts, All the raliierz in LOMY KF‘BH Province durdng Operetion ATLANTA turned
themsclvee in to GVMN 2ad AFYN fcrzur.

Chasrvation: Isudern 2% ell echelons of command must be aware
of and strese the importanca cf tha Chieu Hol Preogram and especlally hos to identifly
ard handle a rallier.

# Additional la*sons lir*ed in Annex C Operation Alexandria
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(ARRATIVE OF THE AMPUSH OF °
21 NOVEMBER 1966

INTRODUCTION (C)

0 21 Nevember 19656 # large convoy escorted by nine Armored Cevalry Aeeeult
Vehioles (ACAV'e - Modified M113 Armored Personnal Carriers mounting a 50 caliber
machina gun with hatch armor and two alde mounted MS0 machineguns, sach witl: sn
armored gun shield) was emtmehed on National Highway One batween BIEN HMA amd
XUAN LOC (YT 27509930 YT 295097) by elsments of two battalions of the Vist Cong
274th Regiment. The eacort muccessfully defended the convoy deepite the fact
that the Vo wers well eni:anchad and amnloved 57 and 75am reccilless riflee,
mortars, automatio weanone, and amall erms and granadse,

BACKGROUND {C)

Operstion ATLANTA, which beien on 20 October 1966, was the operation in
which the 1lth Arnorad avalry Reri aant clnared, oecu.red and occupled a base camp
in the vicinity o LONG G7AD, YT lu,”' 12k soutk of IUAN LoC, RVN. The gonvoy
of 21 Hovember was one ol‘ nmmr convevs moving sunplies, equipment znd men from
the ateging area to tho hnse camn 1 Oneration ATLANTA progreesed.

Unkte representel in “ha voivoy included Headquarters ad Headquartere Troop
11th Aymored Cavalry, “Gth Military Mistory Detachment, 33rd Chemical Detechment,
11th Armored Cavalry Tactical Air Control Party, Shlat Military Intelligence
Detachment, L8th Transpociation Croup, as “well as elemente of the S1, 52, S3,
and 3} etaff eections of Headquartsrs, llth Armorsd Cavalry,

The terrain and vagetation in the aree provided good fields of fire and cone
cealment for the ambush force. On the south eide of Higbway Dne, where the
hsavieet concentration of anemy troocps was located, the brueh, jungle and secondary
growth begins at YT 275099 and couiiruce to IT 282100, where an ares of grase and
banana treee begine (eee ekstcn map), Thie area cmtimca to IT 292098 where brush
and high grase dominate the ar-a. lhe north elde of the road is gensrally lewvel or
with only gentls elopee and consists of high grass vegatetion intarapsrsed with
low scrub trueh, throughout tha ambush srea.

Leas than ten minutes prior to the ambueh, an intelligence report was
received by Sz, Llth Armored Czvalry, indicating thet ¥C forcee wers in position
at shat eoon proved to ba the ambueh eite. This informetion was passed immedisisly
to the lat Squadran, parect unit of the comwcy ssoart platoon.

THE AMBUSH OF 21 NOVEMBER 1965 (C)

The escort camander received warning of the impending ambush when his own
wvehicle was 1ses than 1,000 yards fram the ambueh eite. All wvehiolee except the
lead AC'V were notified of the impending ambueh bafors the VC commsnced firing.
As the convoy and escorta passed by the ambueh site they employed reconnciseance
hy fire which wae returned by a hervy volume of small arms, automatic weapons,
mortar, reccllless rifle, and hand grenads fire.

Approximately one-half of the comvoy passed through the killing aocne eafely
bafore a truck was hit by recoillees rifle fire vhich stopped and burned in euch
a vositlon thot no other vehiclse could pase, iiithin two minutee the three truelks
bshind the firet one to be hit were dastroyed om the road. Tha two ACAV'a closest
to the firing moved immediztely to protoct the trucks under fire engaging the
snemy with all thelr availabla weapons. This action, combined with the small arms
[ire returned by the pereonnel who had dismounted from the trucka when the rear
partion of the convoy was forced to halt, kept the enemy slementr from overrvnning
tbe convoy. After a brief but furiops esahange of fire, both of the ACAV's that
had zoms up t» orotect the trucks took disabling reccillees rifle rounds, and had
to be evacuated by thelr crews, most of whom had become casualtiss.

As the fire fight vas raging in the Idlling sona, ths escort slatoon laader
crganised a hesty sscort from thres ACAV'a in tha laad and noved thet aeatiom of
the convoy on towards YUAN LOC. He then immedistely turned around, and with one
other AC/V, moved at ton spesd back toward the mound of the guns, Halfway to
the burning trucks, the platoon laader was foroed te laava the &CAV sccompanying
his wehlcla to sct am security for ths DUST.(FF helicoptar coming in to evacusts
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wourded, As he cortinued alops his vehicle was etruck by e recoillees ¥ifls round
vhich dieabied only the rsdio, pn the vehicle, but wounded two crewmen., Before
reaching the ecens of the sction the platoon leader's vehicle engaged the embush
force on both sidee of the road until the enemy fire etooped, During thie time

he adjueted the ordnence delivered by an air-etrike, and supsrviesd the evacuation
of wounded by DUST-CFF,

FI:s SUPEMRT (U)

Thers wae no a~tillery [ire it suppert of tho ambueh fight, however, later in
the day artillc:v wse explaced to 3upport search and clear cperatione in the ares.
Thers vas a tctal of four firivg runs made by a:wed hoiicopieln erd twn eiriirikes
flown in emspork cf the carvoy. Jater ds The dqy an additicnal elr strilo waa
flown 4i support of eearch and clear cperebious,

The Light Fire Team from the Aviei)on Platoon, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
placed the following amminition on the smbush:

1st Firing Run 12 Rockets (2.75 FFAR)
2 Q1B 12,500 rounde 7,562 M3 (+)
2nd Firing Run 18 Rockete
3 UH1B 12,500 rounds 7.62 M)
3rd Firing fun 10 Reckete
3 UH1B 12,500 rounds 7,62 M)
jth Firing Run 2 Reckate
3 ugp 12,320 rounds 7.62 M3
Ao~kats
TOTAL 50,000 rounds 7,62 (+)

The Air Foroe delivared the following ordnance on the site of the ambush:

1lst Adr Strike
Flight of 3 F100's

2nd Adr Strike
Might of 2 P51y

(U) Enemy losses included:
Parsormali

K14 {BC)
KIs (PCsS)

Equipment s
STam Hacoilless Rifle

AKA L7 Assmult Rifle
and Tripod

RM}=2 AT Rockets
REQ AT hand grenade
Stick grenades

Tail £in sssemblies
from sxpended RPG-2

AT rockets
T%m RR Casings

6-500 pound bomba
6~750 pourd napalm bombe
7200 rounds 20mm

2.500 pound bombe
2750 pound bombe
2-Type 2A CBU clusters

RESULTS

[v]

~N uH"

v -
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a Unfired 57sm RR HEAT §
Royindé
Expetdsd 5fmm RR casings 6
Expended boodter charge 2
pasings for
Sate of wed equipment and 1o
comrflaga
Aldman's nedicel kit with 1
splinta

Locumente identifying lst 8n, 27%, ol Znd Bn,
214th VC Reginont were tak:: iron nodies.

(C) Friendly lossee included:

Persconel:
KA 7
Wi 8
Equipment:
ACAV!g destroyed 2
2l ton trucks destroyed k

COMCLUSIONS (C)

Information obtained from documente found on the VC bodies indicated slements
of the lst and 2nd Batta)ions of the 2Thth VC Pr2iment compriesd tle ambush force,

Though the VG destroyed 2 combat and L administrative vehicles the Sonvoy was
not overrun, despite the fact that tha major portion of the ememy force only had
to contand with tho small arma of the escorted personnsl end two ACAV!s, Thia waw
daternined by three factors:

First vas the counter fire from tha ambushed column, vhich began as soon as
the trucks stopped,

Second was the fact that the secort unit was wvarned of the ambush and
entered the killing zsons firing their sutomstic weepons. This undoubtedly
inflieted casualtiss on the snemy &nd may wall have caused the VG to initiste
the ambush prematurely,

Third it wust be accepted that the tremendous volume of fire wut cut by the
ACAV's was instrumental in causing the VC to bresk contact and fles.

Page ) of 3 Pages
CONFIDENTIAL




ket
ch
Ta;
T




= g

-t




37

ANNEX B
2 DECEMEER AMBUSH NARRATIVE




1

.
—

o Py AT 8

-ﬁﬁ- TR . - 3 s . 7":: i 1
¢ £ e ——— !
PRSI0 PAOE -BLANK .~ 30T FIDED

- y

-

CONFIDENTIAL

MARRATIVE (F THE AMBUSH OF 2 DECEMPER 1966
INTRODUCTION (C)

On 2 December 1966 elements {resupply convoy) of the lst Squadran were
ambushed by the 275th Viet Cong Main Forcs Regiment of Netional Highway 1 northeast
of SUOL CAT. The ensuing sotion dramaticidlly displayed the spitame of proper
counterambtush tschniques ahd astiotihv 50 vioclent was the amscution of the counter-
embush that within 70 minutea the Squadron had rendered the 275th VG Regiment
ineffeative as a fighting forte without tha loee of a singla trooper. This one
action assisted immaasurably in paving the wsy for more extensivs cpsvationa by
ths Blackhorsa Regiment to the north and saet of YO DAT,

BACKGROUYD {17}

Operation ATLANTA began on 20 Osteber 1025 with the st Squadron conducting,
8 clsar and eecure operation slong Netionel Highway 1 from BIEN HOA to XUAN LOC
and securing the eite of the Regiment'!s promanzot base cemp eouth of XUAN LOC,
Operation ATLANTA was not only cosceived on the idea ¢f carving out a piece of
real estete and building e base cemp, bi:t in ovening un end securing roads and
permitting ths flow of civilian ¢ormerce throughout the provinces around XUAN LOC.
Odce the base camp aree had bean eecursd, search and destroy and ROADRUNMNER opers-
tions were conducted toward VO DAT slong National Highway 1, and Interprovincial
333, and south from the bass camp on Interprovincial Route 2 to the lst ATF TAOR.

Coavoys with supplisa, equivmment and troope contiiued to arrive from the LONG
BINH etaging area in sver increasing amounts throughout the remainder of October
and the antirs month of November. On 2 November the Regiment began providing
sscurity for » comoany from the 27th Engineer Battalion (C) in the vicinity of
GIA RAY adjecent to National Highwey 1 at the base of CHUA CHAN Mountain.

Viet Cong aotivities in the 1lth Ariored Cavelry's area of operacion were
relatively winor in nature during ths month of lNovember sxcapt for the ambush
of 21 November. Oa 27 and 28 Novemb:r the Regiment received RED HAZE reparts of
approximately 80 exissiins south of Nationsl Higmvay 1 (vie YT 2010 - 2410 = 2407 -
2007) and agent reports of movements north and south of National Highway 1 in the
vieinty of SOUI AT and CHUA CHAN Mountain, Cn the 29th the 1at Squadron moved
into the aree of the renorted activity and comlucted a scne reconnalssance narth
and south of Righway 1 as far as GIA RAY remaining overmight, returming the next
day without contact. On the same day the lst Squadron returned to the base camp,
a FAC fr~ the 18th ARVN Division (Formerly the 10th Divieion) reported receiving
autcratic weapons fire end observed an sstimated Viet Cong battalion off Intarprov-
insial Route 2 vicinity of XA BANG (Y5 4285). Shortly thereafter » second report
was rooeived, this ons from XUAN LOC subsector indirating anothsr Vist Cong bat-
talion was located. (YT 3405 to YT 3498) west of XUAN LOC approximately § kilometers.
The 2nd Squadron was immedietely diepatched to check the reported activity to the
ecuth on Interprovincial Route 2 whils the lat Scusdron moved to the west on
Hghvay 1 to search the othar suspacted aree. Both operetions produced negative
conteact.,

Tha 1at and 2nd Scuadrons returned to the beasa camp reswuming their mission of
base camp security. The next day Troop B relieved elsmsnts of the 2nd Squadren
providing security for the GIA RAY rock quarry. Agent renorts still indicated
snamy activity around GIA RAY. Consequantly, reaction forces wers contimaelly on
the alert and each comay'l movemant Jas closely scrutinised.

The terrsin in ths area of the ammbush i3 gentle, sloping t¢ ths southasast from
the commanding terrain in the area, Clma Chan Mountain {slevation 83Mm). Drainage
flovm f{rom the mountain to the northeast to the scuthsast. The highway is flanked
by elephant grass on both sides turning into hesvy setondary growth approximately
60 matere off the road, The initial area of centact was [lanked to the west by »
portien of a rubber nlantation, Trafficability was lim{ited onca the vahiolsa anter-
od the undergrowth, However, it did not i peds tha sivance of the Blackhorss Tro-
zrl. The weather wis hot and clear continuing throughout the night and the next
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THE AMBUSH OF 2 DECEMBER 1966 (C)

On the eecond of December Troop E plus 8 platoon of tanks frem Comany D wers o
socuring the site of the rock quarry while Troop A mannsd the squadron'e seotor
of the base carp perimeter. A resupply cawvoy had arrived sarlisr in the day st
the base camp and was on ite vay back to tha rock quarry vhen it was ambushed
at 164C hours by en cetimated 2 battolicn Vist Cong foroe. The area selected by
the snemy for the ambush 3s located on a stretch of Highway 1 that hee oome to be
known as "Ambush Alleyi' (YT 60208k to YT 6208l along Highway 1) (see sketch 1).
The convoy, consiating of 2 tanka, 3 ACAV'a ond 2 2% ton trucks, reected viclently
to the ettack with the sirmored vehicles escorting tiue two trucke out of killing
sone then returning immedietely vo rake the entire killing rore with 90mm cannister,
50 Cal and 7.62 machinegun fire, gransdes end M=16 fire {ece eketch 2),

Wurd of the smbush wez received hy the lst Squadron units in the base camp
and Troop B located 5 kilomstera north of the ambush ot ihe rock quarry, Within
saven minutes sfter the squadron received the informetion, Coany D (=) was on
the move towards the smbush to be followed 10 minutes later by Troop C. Meanwhils
Troop B had arrvived at the ambueh eite, moving right irto the killing tone smother-
ing the Viet Ceng positions, many of which were only off the ehouldsr of road, with
withering fire. A Viet Cong recoilless riflo round hit one of the tanke knocking
off the oammandarle cupcla, bt it did not detar the crew as they contimued to
fight and in the ensuing battlo fircl every rcund of 90em on the tank,

By thle time the tanke of Compnav D began to arrive on scens having travelad
22 Kilometere in 25 minutes, commenced woving through the ambueh sone raking ane
side of the highwey while Troop B work:l rvar the other sids., Howltsar Battery
wdeh followed Troop C and vas in tura Joiioved by Troop A U5 minutes leter, movsd
into a firs support position mesr SCUT CAT, Once Troop C reeched the ambush site
it movad through the Idlling uzue firing averything it had, and teing up poesitiona
on Bighway 1 beyond the RJ of 333 and 1 in sn effort to eeal off the Viet Cong's
routee of withdregl,

The Vist Cong mnarently thinking that Troop C was the last of the reinforce=-
mants begra to fire agnin on the road only to be caught in 8 erosafire betwesen the
oo~charglag Troop A #nd the tanko < Comany D, This fire fight lasted about ten
mimtes then Charlie began to lono nla teste for combet with the Troopers of the
Blaskhorse. Troop . moved inbto nocivions estride Mighwey 1 wet of Troop P vhils
Troon G shifted furth r eouth in an attempt to hlock the Viet Cong's eecape routes
(eee sketch 3).

Reinforeing fire wes providod both from the ground by the Shth Artillery
Oroup and fighter zircreft besed a% SIEK HOA directed by the Regl wntis FAC
pereonnsl observing the ambunh. eite from overhead. FPurther supjort was provided by
ths Squadronte light fire team and eircraft from the Regimental Aviation Platoon.

The Viet Cong had dug-in ard covered poeitions on both sidee of the road (ses
si:etch 2) oovering the killing zcne with heavy and light machineguns, 60mm morters,
at least ons 7Smm recoilless rifle end smull amms, Viet Cong forces were slso
positioned ¢loss to the shoulder of the road with grenades, with the apparent hope
of demaging tha suspension systems of the ACAV's and tanks which proved to be
fruitless, Thay did howaver} provide lucrative targete for the grenadiere on the
passing ACAV's as they drooped their hand grenadss and fired their M7 lsunchers
with deadly accuracy.

At 1750 houre contact waa broken by the Viat Cong with only sparadic firing
oontimiing until 1950 hours. In ordar to secl off the esoape routes to the south
{see aketch 3) a oombination of ertillary and air support vas utilised to fire

t the nmight on suspectad avermes of vithdrawal (trails, stresm beds, ridge
lines). Dlumination and surpressing firas wers delivered by roteting ACL? *Spook®
ships over the area until morming light. An initial oheck of the area indioated
the 7C had 88 XI* (5C) in the 70 mimte encourter :Ath the "First of the Blackhorsa!

After rencining in 3osition all mighi along the road the let Squadron sterted
to clear the anbush site, sexiing dimmounted patrols sporoxim tely 200 meterw off
the road, Houanted patrols condicted ssarch aw clear operztions on the traile
traveling 10 kdlamaters into the jungls. To further tighten ths knot around the
azss the 3d Squadron moved from the base casp asmming the lst Squadron's
Wockdrg positions hils the lst made # sumep <0 the area. A foriard CP from the

Page 2 of L Pages

CONFIDENTIAL




-

CONFIDENTIAL

Regiment was cleo moved into the area to fecilitats ocommaid and eontrol of the
operetions. 4e ths clearing operation progressed tha Viet Cong body comt elimbed,
reaching 99 with et least anotler 100 KIA (P0SS), At spproximately 1630 hours the
3rd Squadron and Regimental CP movel back to the bese o lsaving the 1st Squadron
to continus their cloaring of the arss.

FINC LUPPCRT (U)

At the time of the ambush tliere were no preplamned fires or air strikes,
howewer, within ten mimites afier the ambush started, supporting fires froaa fighter
aircraft and the Shth Artillery Group were on the way., Thus providing lowdtser
Battery, lat Squadron ancugh time to poeltion iteslf st SOUL CAT vhers it ves
eble to provide direot eunport for the entire ambush area, Priar to derknese
u Batiery from the 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillory was dispatched fyom XUAN I/C
to provide further supnort, Highvay 1 waa eeteblieched ea tha fire coordinaiion
1ina (sea sketch L) with the air strikee directed to the scet and aouth of the
highwey and the artillery to ths weet and north, #.C pereonnsl from tha Regluent
drected, in coordination ith the grourd cemender, geven oir strik:e fram
their light obe:rvation alrcyaft observing the avbuch site, CBU'3, 250 pound
bombe, napalm and 20rm ¢:nnone 1mre directed ity the arsa uprovting treee anl
cutting huge gougee out of tha jungls belww, Diring the hours of darkneee a
ACKT "Spook® ohip vme continaally ¢verlend previding 1ilumination and supressing
fires on request and as targets of omporturity appesred. Supslemsniing the sbove
mentionad fire sup.ort were light fire taumy frm the lst Squadron and Regiment,
Tha light fire team from ths lst Squedron perscualiy bagged at leeet 5 Viet Cong
whan it caught & groun of them in the aoen,

A total of 22 sorties vern lovn ag fullove:
Al - 3
FS~ §
F100 - 12
ACh? - &

Grdnance sxpended inclvdadi:

CBU 3 senniaters
Bomb, 500 1L 1%

Pomb, 750 lbe 6

Mapalm, 750 ibu 2

FFAR, 2,75" 7%

20mm (7CI) 10,020 rds

30 Celiver 15,000 rds

There wes & mirdrium of cnd FAC rverhoad et all times and &b aams timee as many
as 3 in the alr at onca. Contim:ne coprmunications were maintained with the ground
so.zmander for the durction of the arbush,

Artillery divect suppmt wes provided b Bowltasr Zatfesy let Squadren,
Reinforcing fires wers providsd by Batvery B (L3:30), 2nd Seftalion, 35th Artillery,
A to..1 of 1700 rounds vere fired in eymort of tha opsretion,

RESLTE

{U) Enemy losses included:

Personnel:
I (pe) 99
EIA (Poss) 100-150
Ve 3
Bouipnent
T4mm RR 1
7.62 Hvy 1D 1

7.62 Lt I8 (Type 58) 1
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7462 Lt 1D (Type 56) L
AT 4T Asemult Rifle 3
Chioom Cexbine w/Bayonet 1

B0 G2 locket Launcher 1
60mm Hortar 1
5% b ID 1
Carbine 12 (US) 1

Swall ‘rms Amsmrdtion 1500 rounds
Grenade (Fragmentation & Concuesion) LS
NKQ AT grenads 2
Horter Ammnition (6Qm) 15
(C) Iriendly losses included:
Persoinsl:
KIA = 1 (27th Bngr Bn)
UIA = 22
Squipment:
£CAY (dﬂﬂtﬂ.‘w‘d) -l
Tand 10,843 (damaged) = 1
CORILUSYONS (C)

A ssarch of the embush aree and information obtained fram caytured documents
and prisoners indicated tliat the 275th VC Ragt (llain Force) reinforced with heavy
weapons sprung the suiush wiich 70 mimites later turned into a disasteroua defeat.
The dacisive dafeat of the Viet Cong can be atiributad to several things:

First and foremost is that &t no ticze i{n the simsh vas the Viet Cong able te
gadn contyel of the situation even though he had the advantopes of surpries and
fortifisd positions, The vialent resction Ly the eecart force oarplately stripped
hin of sry advantoges he might have had, Once out of the killing zons the sscart
force wimis the trucks charged hasd long dovm the road belohing fire on brth-sides
of the road, This snontansous action %212 at bay the attacking forcs until the
reaction forcee arrived,

Secondly, the repid reaction of the remainder of the squadron in reaching the
ambush aite within 25 uimutea after traveling s distanes ol spproximately 22 lm.

Third, the lmsediate establisiment of a fire coordination line (Highwey 1)
thue permitting maximm utilization of both alr and ground supporting firea.

Pourth, the ability of the convoy te withstand the initial shock and then le
abls to retsliste so effectively.

The final results idght hove been even better if it hnd stayoc light ancther
two hours. Fowmver, veather conditiona did mt limt ths shility of control
Persormwl, U plroe affective fire on the enay nositions.

Inclosures:

ep Sketch map 1, Sketch map 2, Skatch man 3, Sketch map L, and Topographic
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CONFIDENTIAL
COMBAT OPFRATIONS AFTTR ACTION REPORT
OPERATION ALEXANDRIA
Refsrencss:
OPRD 09-66 (OPERATIQN ALEXANDRIA), Headguarters, llth Armored Cavalry
Regiment, 2 Deo 66,

1. MAMES OR IDENTITY AND/CR TYPS OF OPERATION.

a. OPERATTON ALCXANDRIA
b. Search and Destroy.
2. DATES (F OPIR'TIQN. Q41030 « 051957 Dec 66,

3. LOCATION, DUC THANH and XUAN LOC PROVINGIS.
b, CONTROL EZANQUARTERS. 11lth Armored Cavalry Reglment.

S. RIPORTIID OFFICER, LTC Palmer A. Petarson,

6. TASK OROINTZATION, OSee Amnex A,

7. SOPPORTING FORCRES,

&, Alr Support

(1) Preplanned air strikes: Thers wers two preplanned air strikes
at 05070 Dao on suspected VC routes of withdrawal. Its affsctiveness oould not
bs judgud becauss of the danss vegetation in the strike area.

(2) Immediate air strikes: There wis one immediate air striks at
051100 Dec called in by Tm I to reduce enemy machine gun and small arms fire. The
strika shich followed artillsry snd an assault by two light fire teams reduced the
volume ¢f fire o the extent where ground slomenta conld affant & search.

bs Squadron and Regimental Aviation,

(1) A total of 25 hours and 4O mimites of air time was vecorded Ly
halicopter pilots flying in support of the ground action, 13 hours SO mimutes were
recordsd in UH-1B aiicraft and 11 houra 50 minutes were recorded in OH-230
ajreraft that flew FO's ard sthar obsorvers.

{2) A totsl of four #trikes were recordsd. Thres by tha Third
Squadron light fire team arl cro by the Second Squadron light fire team. Targete
were shemy routes of dthdrawml fron the. vbjsctiva areg, . tunnals-andi wnkers., The
assanlts were obsayved to ba moat effective in 1urpressing enamy fires from those
nositiona,
{3} The foilowing Ordnance was e.panded:
{a) 2.75% ala ‘o ground rockasta -
(b} T.52mc linked - 6,000 rounds
¢, Other Aviation,
{1} Two Dust Offs were omspleted for this operation.
{2) 58 houra were flown by 1C THe1B aircraft of the 68th Aviation
Support Camany. The company afr-lifted the Lrd Infurtry into objective Alpha

and out st the end of the dxy, Almo, these slaments were used to svacuate 600
VCS to an interrogation podnmt aix kilometeara from objective A,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operatisns After siction Lepart {RVCi naCV J3-32{Cont)
d. Artillery
{1) Generaly Artillery bupport for the operation was $2

eupplied ty three eources.
(a) Howltzer Battery 3d Squadron fired ths following
missionss

1. 050200 to 050300 Dec., HAI was fired in
varicus aress, 40 rds HE were fired, It was unobeerved, effectiveness
unknown,

2. 050515 to 050715, 297 rds HE and 42 rds WP
were fired for preparatory fires and to eeal off the objectiver areas. It
was unobeerved and reculte unkmowni however, based on the number of V(5 de-
teined 1t can be assumed thet it was effective in helping to cetablish the
ssal,

3, 050600 Dece 2 rds of WP ware fired as a
navegational eld to Tm I,

4s 050900 Decs 366 rds HE und 48 rds WP were
fired for a blocking bafruge which was requested ty S=3. an FO obe@rved
and reported the firo offestivoly blocked avenues of eecape,

Bs 051045 to 051400. 395 rds of HE and 32 rds W

were fired for combined assualt on line by Tm I, “m K and Tm L. At one point
on this mieeion a dead epate was encowttered in a deep draws The rasualt
elemente could nct effeotively clear the ares without halting the aseualt.
Howitzer Battedy effeotively oloned their sheaf and was able to completely
i1l the draw with fire and redure enemy harrassmeni: from that position.

bs 051630 to 051645 Dees 137 rde HE and 13 rds
WP were fired by the 105 Battory and 155 Battery masned as a figal pro-
tective fire for Tn I and Tm L as thoy withdrsw from the areas Thie vas
a TO" migeicon. Artillery batterice are not usually located together in
Vietnam to allew them to mass their forcea in thie way. Howvever, the
mjesion was effcotively acoompliehed.

b. B Battery 2/35 Artillery 155MM SP fired 454 rds KE and 10 xde
WP in miseions ranging frcm BAT to a TOT. 4s thls baticry hes a renge of
3 4¢ 4 niles and ite effect on a terget 16 thrue times “hat ef & 105 t'he
battery provided a valuable aseet to the operation,

ce Provieional Mortar Battery, composed of vhe mortars in the
Armored Cevleyy Troop massed in one battery, fired four HEI miesions in
tha visinity cf objective Alpha, A» a eupplement to tur Howltzer Battery
and a eecond scurce of indirect fire the Provisionsl Mortar Battery is very
valuable.

8, INTELLIGENCE

ée Prier to Operation: MNumerous scurces, 1et Auetrailian Task
Force, Phouo Tuy Province and Seotex Hoadquartere, Duc Thanh Advigor and
aerial obssrvation all indicated that an unknown locel forco was operating
in the area. Countless incidente of eniper fire, minoce, roud cutw and tax
collection points had been reported by theee esocurcees It wam suspscted that
the local force unite provided cuts 1 allow the 274 and 275 VC Heglments
to crove Interprovincial Highway #2. They aleo served as guides to the
Regimente when in the arca.

The S=2 /merican advieor in Fhuoc Tuy Province furthey indigated that
the ares oould harbor a trameient VC Base Camp as there were tunnsls and
trenches sighted on eoveral occasiona, and the fortillcaticns were on a
VC east~weet reute of movement,

be Value of prier intelligenest Prior intellignese wes a valuable
indicatien of what might be expected in the arca. BExpectod torrain limitetioms
cene as ne surpriee and full advantage was taken of thoss arcas where wve
know armored vehicles could opermte best. Thes £3 ARVK Inf Bn was roquested
te ccps with axpected unfavorable terrain whers 11 existed and to provide
¢ search element for widely dispereed and isclated huts in objoctive L.

Pricr intelligence from asrial ebeervation allowed for preplanned artillery
to be placed on expected routes of eneny withdrawal, iotuml cnemy rosistance
4id exceod that vhich wes expeoted wnd planmd fer,

0. Tni4lligence during the opsration: Intslligence gained from
OPERLTION ALEXLNIRIL definetly idontified the local forcs to be lecal foxce
Conmpany C=20, Of the 42 ocnfirmed VC eaptured. interrogators found ens who
was a neaber of the 274th VC Regiment. Loounrete collected have not beesn
fully ovaluatod tut one revealod th: loceticn of a VO mine fisld.

Tunnels end bunkere indicated a defensive position and v rified suspicicns
that the ama was utilised es ¢ transient Base Caryp.
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SUBJECY: Combat Operst.. .mAfter Action Roport (RVCt MA  J3+32(Cont)

9. MISSION. To conduct ssarch and dee’-..r operation 050609 December
1966, vio YS445852, Can My 2 (YS465858), Ap Hair. (¥3462025) to seize VC
and VC3 in arse.

10, CONCEPT OF CPERATIONt
a» Mamueverst To conduct opn in 3 phassst
{1) Phese I1 Atk on 2 directions of atks to ssal cbj's
A and B, Securs landing zonea for 43 Inf (ARVN) (=)
(2) Prase IT1 Cont to seal obj's 4 and B. 43 Inf (ARVN)
clears obj'e 4 and B. VC and VCS airlifted to sactor intexrogation gentsr

vic YS464782.
(3) rhass ITI: On order, Tm M cont atk to scarch obj C;
Te L cont atk to ecarch obj Ds
b. Firee:
(1) Artyr Pri of fire Tm I infit; Tm K on order. Prep
H=30 to R~hour to seal obj A and B.
(2) TAC AMrt On calls

11, 108

General:t Bsadquartsrs 3(1 Sqdn 14th irmored Cavalry Regiment iesued
OPORD 09-66 (OPERATION ALEXANDRIA) on 2 Dec 1966 assigning the mission as
gtated in paragraph 9 sbove. On 211800 Dec all unit commandsre were briefed
on ths mission. At 021500 Doc ocordination was made with tha participating
LRVN unit, The Squadron Commgnder, 8=3, a lialeon offiser and the Rsgimental
2 travelod to Be rla on ? Des to affsct coordination with Phouo Tuy officiale
and imerican idvisore, %he Battelion Commandsr of the 43 ARVN Infantry,
and Iiaison officer of ths 68th Alrmobils Company. On 4 Dec liaison was
made with B 2/35 irty.

ember 1966

At 041400 Dec, Bow Battcry displaced to the Coutaney Rubber Plankstiom
ot YS5458920 in preparation to fire H&I fires and direct support missions vm §
Dac 66

Tm I counted, moved south on routs Black at 041745 Dec and from YS438956
to Y5443915 ths tcem disoounted and took position on wither side of Route 2 to
escure that portion of ths route for the road march on 5 Deca Tn L occupled
thess positions by 041846 Dec. The Tm L vehicles returned to Basa Camp, after
the diemountad personnel book position.

ber 1966

Phass I of the tperntion commenced at 0515 hrs with Bowltzcr Battexry
and B Battcery 2/35 irtillery conducting prepartory firea in objcotives A
& B to esal ths area until the teams could taks peeltion.

At 0515 Tm K crosssd 8P and proosedsd eouth on route BLACK travslling
eouth to effect a ecal on cbjsctive Alphas Tm L brought ite-vehiclea to
the pcoitions it occupled on routs BLACKE., The tean mounted and proceeded
south to complats the seal on objsctive Alphas Tm L brought ite vehiclea
to the positioms it occupiad on routs BLACK. Ths team mcuntad and prooceded
south to camplato the ssal on objsctive Alpha.

Provisional Morter Battary followed in march order and displaced to
ths eouth on route BLACK to YS5457840 whare the Battery was laid.

3/919 Engineers wns last in march order, and toock up posmition with
Provialonal Mortar Dattery.

At 0545 How Battery atopped preparatory fires and etertec! interdictiom
fires on suepccted route of Wi thdrawal from cbjectives 4 & B.

At G(30 Tm X hed comploted chs eeal on objective Dravo. Torl reported
ive portion of tha aseal for objective Alpha was complets at 0647. 4t 0656
the firet 1ift, one company of the 43rd Infantry (ARVE) wne on the landing
zone. At 0709 Tm M ruported they were in position and voce esaling their
peeition and complsted the mal at 0735.

Phase II. it 0640 Tm K conmended s eearch of area Bravo. The eearch
in objective Bravc rcvelad eevcral posters and lamflats whish were anti-
American. 4t coordinetos YB8465850 in the vkeinity of a conorets plontation
house M X found a 30 meter long turmel. By 0729 Tm K had taken about 150 V(S
and Tequasted alr evacuation for the euspects sc that thay ooculd be taken
to the intsrrogation point at Binh Gla. At 0745 Tm X rported having located
2000 pounds of pesxuts whish they destroysd.

The third '1ft of the 4% Infentry was coxpletad et 0600. At this time
the LHFN Torce noved east from the landing eone at YS417862 and noved into
cbjective ilpha to initizte a search of the area.
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SUBJECTs Combat Opor~tions ifter iction Report (RVC: MACV J3-32(Cent)

A N
followed by Tm I, To L and To K. By%m llmltlllALluaed on Baso
Cmp.
S4.
12+ Resultes
ae Friendly
{1) Persornel
U3 - 2 KIA, 10 WIA.
(2} Equipment (Damnged or lost)
2 tanks suffered track and suspension damago.

1 M=79 Loet.
b Enenw
(1) Poraonnel
4 ¥C KIa {BC)
b) 2 VC WIA (Confirmed}
c) 0 VC EKBA

d) 600 VCS captured.

e) 42 VCC dotained.

{2) Tunnels and Fortifications

s) 24 sagor tunnele woro found.

h} 2 fortifiod peeitions were explored, Punjil
ntakea, booby trmpe, epider holee and enti-alrcraft woro among tho defensece
employeds

(o) Nene of the tunned or fortifications cculd be
complately deetroyed as it would have required najor engineer effort
equipnmt and time not svallable to the 8quadxom,

{d) Coptured and/or deetroyed.

4100 1ba of peanute deetroyed.

134 tons of rice deetroyoed.

2% tona of rice evacuatods

70 Chicom atick gransdee deetroyed.

2 olaymoree ddstroyed.

2 Pressure type anti-tank minee captured.

13, ADMINT:TRLTIVE MATTERS: fa OPERATION ALEXANDRIA involved only a
aingle day, problens in adiministretive proneeduree were at a minimm,
Some of the fcllowing arcas are worthy of conment,

as Troatment of Casualtiece: Tm I suffered a KIA early in tha
action; However, evecuation oould not ve effected for severnl hcurs,
Dustoff would not oveouate a KIA even though tho body oould easily
Have boon placed cn a dnstoff ship when it was in the area to avacuato
a wounded eoldiars The UH-1B'e orgamndo to the Squadrcm could not evacute
the Tody due to the extweme weighto?'the Ordance carrieirby the aircraft.

4 ewifter methed will have to be devised for KIA evasuatiom. Kot
ouly is the preeence of a dead comrade a definite morale factor, but the
briy oreates a bandcap when the unit must move repidly and frequently.
Un.te must be ready to evacuate casualties or KIL by armored ambulancs
to a eafe landing zone for plck-up.

b Commnications: In future cpefmtiofh the Squafven would like
to ewitch all airmobile communications to the adnmin/log net as traffic
tocomes extreme on the comuud net. it one time a request for dusioff
and a requeet for a fire mission were in oompetition with each other;
indfcating = need for cetablished prioritiss on redio tmffic.

14, 8 ECIAL EQUIPMENT g
The only item of squipmont that met full oonbat utilizstion for
the firet time ves the M132 Flane Throwers The ability of this weapon
to bum thick brush and route a hidden enemy ie uncqualeds It is such
s valuable weapon when readily evallabls to the troop that it ie felt that
twvo M132'a ahculd be organio to esoh troop.

15. ©&0 Y8181 OPER.TTON ALFXAEDRIA was nost sucocsaful
in terms of physical damnage inflisted . upon tho enexy, rurbexs of con-
firmed VC saptured, and the psychoiogioal advantege gnined by ensily
sutering an enemy stronghold end sstadlishing ouF control in the area.
Further, indsspensibdle intelligence was gained ebout activitioe and
operatiorz in the “ogimants TLOR. Tho stores and fortificationa found
definitely ceteblishod the arca as & steging area used by tho Sth VC
Divieion for nnst~west movenent. The singlo most iumportant succoss was
<he oapture of important local VC luaderw who grve valuabls infomation
on terrorist rings and inferceturciure of the areas Ths oparmtion also
provided the opportunity to assualt entrenched positims, utilieo the
Squadron’s turnel rats, ad rxefolse the proceesing mad evacuation
of priecncre end 6OGIQ.I€ " ‘The troops, alao ountored punjit atokes
and othor bocky trnpas A\ Wy . s-_.n.ll\.ii..ff
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SUBJECT: Combet Ope: Lons After iotion Repert (RVC: “uCV J3=32(Cont)

Tm I and Tm M eturted eemguq‘i;é%glﬁ!j'ythoh blecking

positicne and at 0820 Tm I discovered a large mumber of inter~-ponnecting
tunnels muning under houses. Bmoke was placed in the tunnels and "tumasl
rats", recently trained in the Squadrom entered the tunnels for a dedailed
esarch.

At 0825 sniper fire wounded e tank commander and loader in the head
at occrdinates T5438848. Dustoff was called for at that location by Tm I.

Tm I oslled in a light firs team to make e run on the loocation that
the eniper fire came froms The alr cbeerver apd 83 callad in artillery to
fire a blécking brorrrge to seal the area while Tm I eserched the position.
At 0205 Tm I made further contact with heavy volumee of machine gun and
emall ams fire at ¥YS438848, Tho light fire team pade an assualt on the
position but artillery was not used due to sircraft in the area,

High performance aircraft was aleoc kept on etend-by pending the oom~
pletion of Duetoff. One attempt at Dustoff failed ot 0904 when the airoratt
suffered tall damage fron hostile fire and was forcee to land at Bass Camp.
At 0920 the wounded tank commander dled, and Tm I requeeted the body be -
gvacuated.

To tho ecuth of objootive Alpha whero Tm ¥ wns in blboking positiom.

4 limited ecarch wes conducteds By 0958 Tm M hed diecovered 5000 lbe of rice
and had 35 VC8 to be evacuated.

Iustoff wes not mccompliehed for Tm I until 1022 almcet two hours
after it hal boan rcqueeteds Upon completion of Dustoff Tn I celled in
artillery os enall ams and automatic weapons pereleteds The artillery
was lifted ot 1058, and the light fire tecam followed by TAC nir aseusbted
the area.

4t 1102 Tm I requeeted a escond duateff, The eecond dustoff was
completed at 1140, Tn I etill hed a KIA at its location as neither dustoff
nor our light fire team could pick up the body. One of the aircraft from
the 68th Aimobilo eupport company finally evacustod the bedy. Tm M
tooarching .in the vicinity of ite blocking position had uncovered a total
ef 8000 1be of rioce which was destroyed and 45 VC3. By 1147 Tm L had
50 VG5 in the vieinity of ite blocking poeitiom.

43 Infmtry had completed a raother haphazard eearch of objectivo Alpha
bty 1020 hours. Tho Battalion Commander set his ocoopaniee in position
along Highwgy 2 and remained there for the reet of the operation. The
search performed by the LRVN Yorce resulted in egveral bturnod hute. Nine
VC3, eome handgrenadcs af various manufecturs, one snti-tank mine, and
eovernl pige, chickens, bicyclee and tne eewing machine wore taken by
the 43 Infantry.

Feeling a moro detailed eerrch of objoctivo Alpha was necessary at
1200 hours Tm I, Tm K and Tm L swiftly formed ¢n lino to the north of the
objective and performed a mounted sweep of the arcea with ¢ns company of
the 43 Infantry cearching behind tho vehicles: Artillary was employed
during thie eearch te fire intc drews and thick jungle ahead of the
search elemente to drive out anybody hidden in such placos.

Tis acarch revoaled mumercus tunnele, bunkere, booky trape, punjii
pits and firing positions. Four YC KIA wore discovered and 140 core VC3 were
founds Ir zddition rice, handgrenadee and many uniferms wero teken, The
positiocne where KIA worc found were entrenched and the enemy was Xlled et
clrse range. There was ono instance of an onemy sssualting two AGIV'e
with & handgrernde at 15 metars,.

At 1342 To K moved to objeotive Charlie and conducted a scarch tiat
yisldsd 43 VCS,

A MEDCAP cperation was conducted at the intsrrogaticn point. The
operation met with cnly limited sucocess as the people whe had baen evncuated
to tho intorrogation peint all demonstrated a reluctance to participate
beearse of VO propagnads that disorodited MEDCLP as cangercus end brutals
Ltteopte by B-5 to give away various foodstuffs was slec only partly
succcseful bocause the ¥ propaganda lebeled the food as poision.

Bocause of approaching darimoee and the t'ms riquired to airlift
the 43 Infantry to Ba Ria, Phass IIT, the search of cbjootive Delis was
naver acoomplished.

Lt 1612 hours To K returnod 1-43 Infantry to the paront unit and
moved north to eecure route BLACK from the SP to the RP« Tm L moved north
next on route BLLCK and secured frvm the FP to YB458901, 4t 1658 hours two
tanks of Tn L ran over prossure detcnatod mines at YS456844, MNo {njuties
were Inflickoed.

T T secursd roite BLACK [rm the scuthorn ecotor of Tm L to the landir
300 at YS456841. Tr M secured the landing eono until the 43 Infentry (va;g
bad been corplately eirliftod out of chbjoctive Alpha. At 154. Fowitzer
Battery moved nortt ko ¢ cap at 1837. The 43 Infantry
(£RVH) ves olear of the ' "§ moved north on route BLACY
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SUBJECTt Combet Oper-tions 4After .ction Report (RVCt MACY J3-32)(Cont)
oo W
One disnppointnent in the m&ﬁlﬁia bien WK im\l-pcrfcm.nmo of the
43 Infentry (4HVN)}. It wes hoped that they would provide the trsk force
with e capable mcare of conducting a dotailod ground ecarch of tho A
objective arerss Howiver, tho ARVE Tnfaoatrv trcrpe locked dieciplined
lcadership and the oonduct of the eearch was rapid end sloppy. Those
aress that werc eoarched werc burned after tho trocpe confiscated all
plgs, chickens, bicyclee, and other rseoted 1tons of valuo to tham.
It ie hupod thet anothor miesion will be undertaken with tho 43 Infatry
and that through s mere definitive command relstionship more skillful

teamwork ca be formed.

16, RECOMENDLTIONS. See Annex B.

CONFIDENTIAY
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INNEX L to Combet Ope-~tions Aftcr hction Report to OF LLTXWTDRI4.

TASK ORGANTZATION (Tndtially).

Inl
£7
I/3-11 tmd Cav (=1 plat)
1/M/3-11 4rmd Cnv
1/70/Hou/3-11 Lrmd Cav
1-M132
b} N T k
E L/3-11 Armd Cev
: Lt See 3/1/3-11 Armd Cav
: 1 ¥o/How/3-11 irmd Cav
% 1 - M132

CONFIDENTIAL
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X/3-41 Ay} Cav.

EY Scc 3/M/3=11 Armd Cav

1 Cof1-43 Inf(AHVE)(OPCON)

1 FO/Bow/3-11 Armd Cav

2 GVN Hatlonel Police (OPCON)

M

M/3-11 Amd Cev (-2 plat)
2/1/3~11 Atmd Cav
1 FO/How/3-11 Armd Cav

TF CON

How btry

Prov

Mort Biry

3/919 Bngr
1 Engr Recon Tu/27 Engr
Lt fire Tm/2=11 Armd Cav(CPCON)

M
2 K

11 Armd Car
/3-11 Lrmd “we
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ANNEX B to Combat Ops~ %ioms After Action Report to OP ALEXANDRIA
LESSORS JTEARNED OPERATION ALEXANDRIA

1. ITEM: RECON BY FIRE

a. Discussiont HRather than randem recornaieeance into heavily
vegitated aress euch as woodlinee, junglee or banana grovae reconnslesance
by fire ehould etart short of the suspected ares sand be walked into the
target,

b, Obscrvationt Fire discipline and coordination exhibited by the

enemy indicatod that wall conducted reoonnaiesance by fire can cause an

enemy unit t¢ reveal itself by raturn fire, or it will suprsse hie fire.

2, ITEM: FIRE DISCIPLINE

8. Discueeion: When a team or a vehiole crew has more thon one
autometic weapon they ehould closely control their fire duting enemy
contact so that the'e is elways at least one automatic weapon firing
while the others zeload.

bs Obesrvation: Woumped perscnnel in OPERATION ALEXARDRIA indicated
they were wounded because ell autonatic weapons ran out of ammo oi the
sane tine and the crew hat no euppreeive fire while they reloaded. This
clearly dictates the need for control on firing automatic weapons.

3. ITEMr LAFD NAVIGLTION 4T NIGHT

e Dietmssion: Night movement under black out ¢onditions oon either
achieve great eurpriee and eucceeeof- creat¢ chace. Surpriee and success
will be mchilcved if the following proceduree are slopted,

(1} ¥ucw the distance botween SP and objeotive and have the
lcad element messur= the dieiance cn his cdometer %o insure that the
objective cr turn off to the objective ie foumd,

(2) rLinsatic compassce are veal uable 25 en added reference far
movoment and tc quickly dotermine generpl direction,

(3) Preplamned artillery concentrations utilizing WP are an
important aid to dctermining exact location and achieving nroper position=-
irgon the objectivec aren.

be Observaticn® On OPERATION ALEXANDRTA tho Third . Squadron enjoyed
e succensful nicht rivement by employing e procedures lieted, It ie
recommended these ccoraidorations be SOP for mowemont during hours of
darimaese.

4. ITEM: CLOCING ON A INOWN COR SUSPECTED ENEMY POSITICN.

as Dlecussion: When moving agalist a known or suspected anemy
position =rmorod vchicles should lead the dismounted elements eo that
any anti-personnel minee, booby traps or automatic weapone fiye will
be abecrbod by the artwor. Dismcunted persornel can be utilizod beet
by following behind to conduct a detailed meaxch of the ares, utilizing
the protection of the armor and eutometio weapona.

be Observation: Tho combination of a mrunted-diemcunted, tesm
advancing on an cnemy position proved effeotive in OVERATION ALEX/TDRIA
howevor greater epeed and ekill could be achieved if training -were
contucted in this proccdure by ARVE unite.

S« ITEM: DETECTING UNDERGROUNT BUNKERS /ND FIRING POSITIONS.

ae Diecussiont On OPFERATION JLEXANDRIA eote undorground bunkers
end firing positions were dotected by long mounds of carth, Thils was
pravalont in banana groovee, and in nust casee trenchas, bunkers® end
firing poritions were found under the mounds,

bs Obscrvetion: Search olements should be ivetructed concerning
ooundr and what they could indiecato.

6. ITEM: ENEMY EMPICYMYET OF PUNJIT STICKS.

a: Discuselon: luniii stakee wcerc found around an ensmy defensive
poeitions They werc easily recognizeble in the grase and the poirts were
aining away frcn the poeiticon.

be Obeervetion: Trocpe enculd be trained to look for punjii sticks
ant read into them what thoir omplcyment cculd mean i.e. the direction
they are pointing ie oxpocted route of friendly force mdvance. The
oppcaite directicn night hico an enemy positiom.

7. ITRi+ EWLOYMENT OF M-132
a+ Discuseion: For oaximum utilization of the M=132 the following
techniques wure found to be most effective.
(1) Fire nir;_uxx short of target end allcw the flame to roll
into objeclive. (L S e A I
(2) Mre lw\ﬁx\&h'poidf!ﬁ.'l"ﬂ ‘et re will ddsipate if fired

higher than nescssary;
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ANNEX B te Combat Operstions ifter Action Report to OF ALEX2T2I4 f(Cent)

Ve Observatien: Crecws on 31=132 shouléd be treined in the tcenrigues
menticned.

8, ITEM: ASSULNT OH LINE

as Discussions 4t one point Im I, Tm K and Tm L came on ldno to
nssuelt a wido area thai contained eneny positions. With ts help of an
serlial cbserver 79 armored vehicles easily formed on line and alvanced,
all weapon3 trained on the enemy positions.

bs Observaticn: firmor can be erployed sucessfully in mass formations
in cartaln areas ¢f Vietnam.

9. ITH: CONTROL OF COIELXD NET.

as Discussiont During the ¢perntion there vert %tinmes when wvaluablc
transmissioms had to compete for the opportunity to use the comzand net.
Request for dustoff were being cut out Ly spot reports which corpeted
with commandcrs contreolling air strikes., It was resolved tc shift all air-
mbbile transmission to the admin/log nat.

b Observations Airmobile communtcations .may rcoain on the admin/
Lo, net to lessen transmigsions on commend net. Otner suggeaticns $nclude
troining recple vo listen before transmitting and f-irly establisting their
own pritrtiss should important traffic be on the net.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ANNEX € (Entrenchments Encountersd cnh CPERATTON LIEX.IDRIA) to¢ Combat
Operations After ictl: Report to UPERLTION ALEXANDRIA
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ANNEX ¢ (Entrenchments Encountered om OPERATION. ALEXANDRIA) to Dombat
Operations After iotic Report +o OPERATION ALEXANDRTA
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ANNEX D

ROSTER OF COMMANDERS
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

ANNEX D = Combat Opsrations After Action Report, Overation ATLANTA, Rester of Gmdrs.
11th irmored Cavalry Regiment - COL William W, Cobb

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 1lth Armored Cavalry Regt - CIT Marvan L. Doerr
1st Squadron, 11ih Armoved Cavalry Regiment - ITC Martin D. Howell

Beadquarters and Haadquarters Troop, lat Squadron - CPT Richard H. Famning (20 Oct-
23 Wov) 1iT Franklin F, Wing {24 Nov - 8 Dec)

Troop A, lat Squadron - CPT John E, Bailey

Troop B, 1lst Squadron - CPT John L. Landry

Troop C, let Squadron - CPT Robert W. Garreit Jr.

Campanry D, lst Squadron = CPT Bill Peasley

Howitzer Battery, lst Squadron - CPT Willimm K. Fraass

2nd Squadron, llth Armored Cavalry Reglment - LIC Kibbey M, Forne

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2nd Squadron - CPT Bob B, Shamberger
Troop E, 2nd Squadron - CPT Richard M. Miller

Troop F, 2nd Squadrun - CPT Howard C, Batt

Troop G, 2nd Squadron = CPT Olen J. Thorason

Company H, 2nd Squadron - CPT Jehn 0., Rusmell

Howitser Battery, 2nd Squadron = CPT Williwm R. Perry

Jrd Squadroen, 1ith Amored Cavalry Reglment - LIC Falmer A, Petaraom
Hoadquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Squadron = CPT Calvin J, Rease (200ct-SDec)
CPT Twdd A, 'elsh (6Dwo-ODec)
*roop I, 3d Squadron = CPT Peter P, Roroschek (20 Oot - 9 Nov)
CPT Josl R. Parker (10 Nov - 8 IDec)
Troop X, Ird Squadron = GPY Wayne P. Halstead
Troop L, 3 Squadron - CPT Larry L. Hengel
Company M, Ird Squadren - CPT Herbert C, Fertel Jr.
Howitser Battery, Ird Squadron = CPT Isonard Deege
Jtth Medical Company = CPT Dennis J, Blais
919th Enginear Company (Armored) = CPT Donald J. Crooker
LO9th Radio Ressarch Detachment - CPT Lee Oentry

GLlst Military Intelligsmss Detashment o CPT Alfred J. Direka (20 Oct = 18 Nov)
MAJ Corneliug L, Orey (19 Now & B Dec)

3)kd Chamicel Detaclment = 1LT Jamau T. Price

17th Publie Information Detachment = MAJ Pmul Blaciomll (20 Oct - 7 Iec)
CPT Owen Ditchfiald (B Des)

20th Wlitayy Mistory Detaciment - NAJ Bruce B, Nilsaon
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ANNEX F

VIET CONG INCIDENT REPCRTS
26 MAY 1964 - 3 OCTOFER 1966
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1. (C) INCIDEMTS:
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« (C) INCIDENTS:

S

Eﬁ

BIEN FQA to YUAN IOC on/near Netiomal Righway One.

COCRDINATES

YT 177126
YT L&z
YT 452128
YT 241108

™ 295058
I o330

IT 389101
YT 450101
T 3301
T h95056
1T HN0o2
IT 270100
T b1
YT 72092

INCIDENT

Arkoash of RYNAF personnel.
Ambush of Civil Officials.
Ambush of RF personnel.
Roadblocks and mines, Small
arms,

Mine,

Readblocx,

Small arms,

Spall arms.

Small amme.

Roadblock, Small arma,
Small arms,

Poasible sxtortion point.
Booay.trapped roadblock.
Train mined.

IUAN LOC to PHUCC LE {BARIA)} on Routes 1 amd 2.

Y5 1407638

1S L2764)
April 66
&4
¥5 450820

TS 462817

YS 153820
TS 438914
S h60839
IS 4sk8sa
YS L58840

TS L0937
S L5916
YS L3939
YS L5790
3 hkyvih
Y8 hss850
T8 Lss840

1S LST8LL
15 158833
T3 L5485,
15 LSLASY
13 L6586
T8 L5382
T3 LS5871
I3 455907
T3 158898
T8 L5990
Y5 LL89T8
Y8 L258LT
YS L3xoho
18 L3T9ls
15 LShacs

CONFIDENTIAL

FF Mil pere anbush - & KIA, §
WIA.
RF Mil purs ambush - 3 KIA

Smell arms,

AT mine fourd - destroyed in
plaes over 'mi long - not elsar.
Roadbleck, dirt mounds, cuts.
Foad cut - pasaabla.

Sull ams,

1 mings-1 APC-1 jton dmmaged.
Road reported mined.

Road eut.

Road cut,

Road:lock with poss wons plt.
Road cut.

Road cut.

Tres over rosd-held up traffic.
Dirt mound across road, and
Just off road.

One dirt mound asch ride.
Cratsr in road,

trt road hlock,.

Desp trench acrosa road.

Two trees .:crosa road.
Crater in roaa,

2 btrushiwood roadblocke-1D0n

apart.

Barbed wire barrier.
Mine, hit by truek,
Mine, hit by truck.
ARC, hits mine.
Jaep, hits mime.

Naerous but passabls cuts.

AFC destroyed by mine.
Truck hit mine,

ARVN APC demaged by wine,
Comand cetimated mine.
/1 expiosion, small arms.
Mins,

Small amms.

Two yoad cute.




