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HEA DQUARTERS

j CONFFESETTAL

S. FORCES 96225
TLIBA.T 20 July 1966
SUBJECT: Combet Operstions After Actioh Repdrt. (RCS: ‘MiCY J3=32)

THRU ¢ Commanding Officer
2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisien
ATIN: LBDB-T
APO US FORCES 96225

Cemmanding General
' 25th Infantry Divisien
| - ATIN: AVTLGA-MH
- APO US PORCES 96225

U.S. Militery Assistance Command, Vietnem
ATTN: J343
4PO US FORCES 96243
1. Operétion: Sante ‘Fe
2, Dates of Oper:tions 13 June ~ 4 July 1966,
3. Locatioen: Reu Nghis Province, Duc Hos Districs,
L, Control Headquariergz 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
5. Reporting Offiser: "Lt Col Alvin L, OtNeal,
| 6. Task Organization: |
¥ K/ Ipr (Capt Mayone)
.‘B1/27 Inf (Capt Garrett)
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rOMPDENTIAL.

" Bn Control:

Recon Plet
AT Plat
Hv Mort Plat
Plat, Co B 1/65 Eng .
3d Spt Plat, 16th RRU
Elem, 25th KID '
Elem, 125th Sig
CT
National Police

- Juterpretics
381,/5 Mech Plnb
1A3/l, Cav Plat

7. Supporting Forces:

e. Artillery Support: Btry A, lst En, 8th Arty, DS to

lst Bn, 27th Inf,

b. How and when Artillery employsd: 1/8 Arty on 13 June
estsblished fire support base vic Beo Trai (NT527045). On 28 June,
Btry A, lst Bn, 8th Arty wes atteched end established 2 fire support
bese within the perimeter (XT570044). On 2 July, Btry 4, 1lst Bn, 13th
Arty established fire support bese vie Dus Lap (XT5530535. Throughout
the operation, 1/8 Arty supportad with pre-planned end on-call fires,

6, Results of Artillery: Ariillery support during the
operation wes greetly restricted duec to close proximity of friendly
end #21lied units end the meny houses scettcred througheut the /0.

d, Army Aviation:

(1) How end when sviation wes used:

(a.; Commend and control eireraft for ground opns.
(b) Airlift of troops and equipment within the A0,
(¢) Resupply of rstions, water, and equipm.nt,
(d) Evecuation of s5:rious casuelties,

(2) Results of Army Avirtion: Army eir support was a
decisive fector in the accomplishrent of mission in the £0. The heli-
copter support provided TF1/27 Inf with e high degree of flexibility
end mohility which could not be achievad by other mesns due to the
restrictive effects of the weather, 1/27 Inf utilized orgenic per-
sonnel throughout the operation to set up end coentrol helicopter
landing zones, This method proved extremely effective and 1/27 Inf
wes able to develope end esteblish a workable airmobile SOP.
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8, Intellidchoe?d @ W MNPt Paa 7y &0 -
a, Inesy situation prior to operation: Operaticnal area
has been the scens of nuniecrous VC in.tiated incid.nts, and has long
been regardcc. as a VC safe area whure the VC could scek refuge, 3 VC
platoons were estdmated to be operating out of sp Heu Hoa (‘:-S (X157~
9035), Giong Lon (41615018}, and Nhanh Hoa (.T575019)., The VC force
which: attacked C1/27 Inf ambush vic XU564046 on 3 May 19661 was
cempostd of local guerrilles and in.intelligence platocn frou:-the 506th
Local Force Bn, The C2 Co (Duc Hoa Co), siscenzth 80, was norually _
located within the operational arca. Co siz.d forces of the 506th ¢
Bn were also known to have operated in the southurn portion of the '
AO. Recont VC activity include: ¢
(1) 26 Iv)xa.y - 2 VC campanics reportec at X5500952 (Eval g
. F"'3 . ‘
(2) 27 May = Unk number of VC directed harrissingifire. ) t
on nRVR 3/50 at Duc Hoa. X
(3) 29 May -~ 5 roacblocks discovered at XT563063. :
"(4) 1 Jun - 300 VC and 30 laborers at 1620063 (Eval

F=4 ). |
(5) 1 Jun - 3/4 ton truck hit mine vic AT545049. :
(6) 2+ Jun - 3 dirt mounds ciscovercd at XT628003. e :
(7) 2 Jun - 200 VC rptd AS525965 (Eval F-3).
(8) 5 Jun - 80 VC rptd vic XT531059 (Eval F-3). :

b. Enemy situation during the operztion: Throughout the
operaticn, the VC employed nuncrous gremce booby traps and mincs, ]
They also utilized snipers to harass and confuse US Forces. & major i
contact was nade on 282300 June by airbush Purpls (Co «, 1/27 Inf) ;-
at £T551034. 1In this engegcrent, s recon eluucht of C3 Com any, |
506th Local Force Bn with a nine (9) man rdlitia scd attrched, attacked
‘the ambush patrol, The entire VC force consisted of 40-50 wen,
Iientification of wnit involved and wnib strength was obtained frum
& VC WIA ceptured on 29 June 1946, cocuicnts captured from VC RI.

on 3 July 1966, and National Police anc’ Sector agent reports, In a .
heliborne operation in Bao Canh Na, the VC eviduntly had prior kiow= 1
ledge of our intention' to operate in the crca. The VC ecviseu the {

villagers via their Psywar loudspeaker:? system to remain in their
houses as they intend.d to booby trap the area. a nuuber of villagers,
VCC, VCS, and d.tainees, gave information that the VC used the foll-
owing route to transport food., wecapons, ammio, and VC «L.s Giong Loc
(XT584015), to Bao Canh Na (4T562011), to ~p Thoi Moi (2) (4T544017),

‘ to Ap Bao Cua (4T5201), to6 canals vic 25100 wherc sampans were
waiting, The most active areas appearcc to be: (1) up Giong Lon
(£26101), (2) Zom Giong Sen (XT5802), (3) Giong Loc (XT5801), and
(4). Zom Giong Sen (AT5903). : '

Sl

6+ Terrain and Weather: The torrain was flat with rice
fields., The houses anc haplets wore situated on high ground where
cense vegotation was provalent, The wosther Curing the first 3 wecks
mace the terrain ideal for APC and Infantry cperaticns, However,
after this initial poriod, the terrain was rendered untrafficable
and APC's oxpediernced cifficulty in supporting infantry elaumcnts,
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aggressive and intensive Medcap II progzram utilizing the 1/27 Inf

Bn Surg and the 2 mcdics of the ARVN "Go Team", was conducted
throughout the operational area., This program pmid great dividends
in the followinf ways:

‘ (1) The villagers were treated for their illnesses and
diseases,

(2) The attitwle of the people chsnged from that of
passiveness which was almost hostile, to that of fricndlinsss, This
friendliness increased in cach sucessive visit by the Bn Surgeon
Villagers in the area where Medcap II was conductcd, willingly began
giving information pertaining to the VC. In ip Hau Hoa (3) (4T5703),
long a VC sanctuary, the villagers indicated booby trapped area,
pointed out the house of the VC chizf, and volunteercd information
.on VC movement through the hamlet, In Duc Lap (XT5505), and ip
Charh (XT560050), the children pointed out booby traps, 60mm
rourds, and gremade duds to the 1/27 Inf Recon Plat.

. ' (3) Distribution of “Helping Hand" clothing, soap,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, USAID clothing, candy, ice, burgum, tablets,
pencils, and handbags, greatly aided in ehangeingt-the -sttitude of the
villagers throughout the AO.

9. Mission: 1/27 (=) conducts tactical motor march to 40
130900 June 1966; conducts S&D opns, combat patrols, and ambushes
in 4o to locate and destroy VC forces and suvplies; conducts combined
opns with local ARVBforcéss:. . .establish liaisor. with Hau Nghia
idvisory Team (XT5204); provide wire, pickets, and technical advice
on-installations to RF amd PF units in 40; conducts rond improvement
.operations in A0 from XT585088 to XT526043 and from XT526043 to
XT525048; and conducts Road Runner opns in AQ.

10. Concept of Operations

a. 1/27 Inf (=) (Wolfhounds) conducts S&D operations vic

Ap Hau Hoa (XT575703 ) for approximately three (3) weeks beginning
130900 June 1966, Operations will be conducted in four (4) phases:

(1) Phase I: 1/27 Inf (-) (Wolfhounds) security
plus quartering party escortod by.1/5 Mech elcment. conducts motor march
from base camp to fwd def base, (XT570044), Elsment. wizl. s
sweep bn base site and secure for arrival of main body,

(2) Phase II: 1/27 Inf (-) (Wolfhounds) main body plus
attachments conducts motor march from base camp to ip Hao Hoa (3).
Co A will occupy southern half of the base dufcnse perimeter., Co C
will occupy northern half, Bn truckmaster will muster empty trucks
for return to Cu Chi. AT plat will begin security checks of civilians
residing west of purimetar, . '
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(3) Phase III: 1/27 Inf concucts-S&D operations -
in 40 to incluce day and night patwls, aubushes, viilage searches,
destruction of VC forces anc supplies, anc a vigorous C. program,
(4) Phase IV: 1/27 Inf yeturhs to Cu Chi, *

RN LT Y
| /: T‘[’.

11, Execution: The 1st Bn 27th Inf (iolfhowrs) was tz sked
by CO, 2d Brigace, 25th Inf Div, to concduct secarch and destray
operations in Duc Hoa District, Hau Nghia Province, for approx-
imately three (3) weeks conmencing 13 June 1966, (2d Brigade
OPORD 27-66 pctd 10 June 1966), CO, 1st on, 27th Inf planed a
concept of operation and issued Bn OPORD 6-(6 (Operation Sante

- .Fe) at 120730 June 1966, The plen envisioned 3n TF (2 Compenies

plus attachments) moving by motor convoy to establish a fwd base
North of ip Hau Hoa (3) (XT57004L). Upon establishment of bn
base, TF1/27 Inf was to conduct search end destroy opns throughout
#0 Sante Fe for a period of approximately three weeks, Vhere
practical, conbined opns with iRVN forces would be conducted.
Road Runner, Ci, road,and installation construction projects
would be incorporated into the general plan,

a. 1st Bn 27th Inf(lWolfhounds)conducted motor rarch

to vic fp Hau Hoa beginning 130808 hrs to initiate its participatiion
in operation Sante Fe, The security elericnts and quartering party
departed base comp (Cu Chi) at 130808 hrs and’ arrived at bn fwd
defense base.at 130935 hrs, st 08,7 hrs, the main body crossed

the SP and at: 1050 hrs the battalion task force closed battalion
operational area., Bn CP was established at XT570044. B1/27 Inf
remeined in base camp Cu Chi ard assumcd responsibility for = -
dofense of 1/27 Inf base camp perimeters .,

b, 131800 - 141800 June 1966: 1/27 Inf established
eight (8) night ambushes in 40 Sante Fe, .t 132235 hrs,
smbush Sardine (AT560042), received ineffective fire from-an
automatic weapon and carbine, The firinzspeared to origihate
from vic XT559047. The ambush did not ruturn fire, but 6 rounds
of 8lmm mortar fire were called in with wndetermined results.
inbws h Sardine moved approximately 50 neters and no further con-
tect was macde during the night. All other aubushes hrd negative
contact., At 140630 hrs, the Recon plot with attached ingineer
mine detector team, moved out to secure Route Blue fram base camp
Yo road intersection at XT555053 = clearing the area SUC meters on
either sice of the road. The unit returned to bn fwd ucfense
base at 141135 hrs. Negative contact was made and no tunnels or VC
supplies were found, st 141415 hrs, attached RRU unit reported homing

-in on a suspected VC transmitter located at X1567039. 3a1/27 Inf
' Was dispatched to the suspected site. .fter a thorough scerch,- the

eleuent reported that it was unable to locate the trensmitter and
returned at 141545 hrs. :
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0031548007 dtn 06 s /27 int el olisced 5 sdont
exbusaes ia AL veate Fe, .11 a:dmusaes re.uatied negat.ve cout.ct,

4 142155 ars bn #£.u deiense b.se rucaived small arms fire (carbine),
automatic weapons fire, rifle g.encdes, and 6Qum mortar fire frem

vic 7568040, 1/27 Inf forces replied with small arms, and 40 ras
fran 81mm mortar platoon, HResults we.e unitnown, <There wei'e no
friencly casualties, At 150700, the uecon rlet with attached mine
detector team, moved out to secure .toute Slue from Bn fwd base camp

to road intersection at XI555053. The road was secured by 150830,

and the attached engineer alement moved out to help coastruct the

adVN outpost at Duc lap eirstrip: «t 150701, one AnviN hiech Co, the -
1/10 , and a rifle coupany from the ARVN 4/49 Bn moved out of Ap bBao
Trai to a blocking »sn S of Hau Hoa (3), (A1575030). At 150900, ©TF
1/27 Inf comaenced sweep south tow:rds the objective eree (Ap tau Hoa),
Numerous mines and booby traps were discovered and destroyed, but

no contact was mede with VG elements., 4 thorough search of tne area
and an extensive interrogation nf the population by the ARVN "Go Team"
yielded negative results, The anVit blocking force to the south
effectively seszlec off the are., and no one wes allowed to pass
through the force without projer credentiuls., TF1/27 Inf returned

to Bn fwd defense base st 151440, and the AiVN blocking force was
released for their return toBao Tral at 151445, the engineer element
completed the earth work portion of tieir construction project atv .
Duc Lap airstrip, JT543049, and returned to the Bn fwa base camp at
151515, 1/27 Inf eleuents continued to sezrch for a vC transmitter
rejorted earlier to be in close proximity to base camp, The trans-
mitter was not located, '

CONEIDENTIAL

d, 151800 - 161800 Jun 66: Tf1/27 Inf establisiiea six night
anbushes in A0 Sante Fe, 4All awbushes reported negative contect except
Ambush fHavk (£1541033). At 152155, .mbusa iawk saw 5-6 VG wmoving
in line formation froa Sw to ambush site. lortar-cuncentrations were
fireu; HResults unknown, At 160300, ~mbush dawk receiveu small
arms fire, autamstic wespons fire, possible 4G fire and 5-7 rifler
grenades from the South, Southwest, and vouthezst, uortarscwere.. - .
fired with undeterminec results, There were no friendly casualties,

At 160700, the necon rl:t moved out to securs ..oute slue frum base

camp to road intersection st L1555053., The road w.s securcu &t

160800 and the attached enginecr eleuwient moved out’'to assist in the
construction of the AdVi outpost at Duc lap airstrip, At 160830, °
TF1/27 Inf began a sweep south towsrds sp Hau Hoa XI579035,the Bn

(bJ for the dey., WNumerous grendde booby traps and Al mines were
discoverec and destroyed, emi approximstely 60 “LM shaped trenches

were filled, At 161024, 1/27 Inf receive. small cius fire fram an
estimatea 2 VO fram Loc XT583027. at 161037, Co A received adaitional
carbine fire frum estimzted L snipers at location vic XT579026, and
0574036, A1/27 Inf maneuvered eleuents, but snipers could not be !
located, Intelligence information from villagers indicatea that e
apyraximstely 5 VO armed with rifles and pistols belts with aumo - 3
had been in the ares, but had not fireu and woved southwerd when US

forces aparoached, _ , ,
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aftor securing ..p Hou Hoa, estensive Lodcap enu Holping Had
activities w.re concucted nne smallpox innoculaticns were rdamine:
istured to inui cnous peusonnel carouiicut t o arca., L platoon
supportued bv Notional Police continuci to ..creen ard. chuck all
cavilicn pursornmel passing 1/27 Inf chuckpoint at A155704:,

« Totnl of 60 Victnimese civilion s were ‘checked, 1l hion proper
iu .ntificetion curcs, .

8. 101800 - 171800 Jwis it 4F1/27 inf esceblished
s8ix ni:ht szbush.s in U rante Fo, a1l zobushes rermorted neg tive
contact, &t 182158 hrs, IF1/<7 Inf eleicnts on bn fwd d.funse
base porductor noted 1 VC in vic {1572040. fTrree =79 rouncs
w.re fircd, & thorou h scarch of thu ~re- at 170700 fail.d to
reveel ey sime of VO, 4t 170700 hre, the scecen plot nioved cut
to cecure Hovtc Blus frow base coup to rond interscetion at Jli55=-
5053, ihs rosd was sceurod at 17u80 hrs, cnd the att chet onis
incer platoon nioved out to assist in ths conuiruction of the (uiVN
outpost at the Luc Lop edrstrip and ve continuc ro-c iuprovouent

‘cperations botween Luc Lap woa the bn fwd cufcnsc brss, In vie

bue lap intersection (ii55505: ), the ¢uzincer plsteon destroyed
3 greances and 1 AT winu, The grens es wnd Lo o1 wi-e appearced

- to have been lmic the ni ht bofors, (1 intorest, is cthe fict

that t.:.e wocation of the ;r.naces -na tines wers peintea out to
the U. forces by chilcren who were pliyin, in tac erec, It
appeara thet tho intencive socesp ~ctavitics wiiach hrd beun
concuctuee uhrouzhout av Suits Fe by 1/27 inf forees hoa twce. 2
L.rkeu impression on the indi jenous popu.:tion, ciic hid served
to screngthon W ana Vi Influcncs ihroushout the ares. it
170830 hours, Co & 21 Cc C woved out on & swoup te the =i and oW
respectivily. uiirous booby traps nd rifl: giontaes woere loce
ated ana dostroyud by both companiis, ot 171114 nrs, (1/27 Inf
encownterod sniper fire from two snip.rs vic fI581(zz, C1/z7 Inf
roturncd with sell orus ene ortillery, C1/:7 Lof roported find-
ing frcsh blood on the tr:dl at WT581020, ircdicotin, ot lucst 1
Ve KI. (poss). o further contect was pupertud by cither coul any
enc both univs closed bn fwd Gufense onse oy 1445 hrs, actuleive
locenp activitics wore conduct« in aAp flew Hoa.” .. totrd of

112 personnol were trosted, all zppears. to be cpprecistive ond .
extrensly hoppr to sue tho bn surzeon, She mutuzl trust which
has c.veloped botweun U forees, aiV. elencnts, and the indig-
u.ous population wse rercdily spp.rint, The vi lazers opunly
offured inforrcticn to U forces on VC uovements ord activivi:cs,
at 17133v hrs, & Vietnsn.ee Intelli un ¢ Agent cccoup-iving

the Medeap Toam, rouperted th:t o cdwelling in ap iHeu For at {157-
7034, belonied to & VO hemdst Chicf, anc hed been visited by
both the humlet Chief end the vills e Chicf dotwe.n 162400 and
170015 hrs, A zbush was .8t: blishec nesr the site thrt ni:ht
in enticipetiong of a return visit, out the VO £:11:d to return,
the Recon platcon concucted do aruucr opns b. truwr Luc Lop and
buc Hanh B, Lr575075. 4T pl..toon support.é by iet'l ioluics '
continuec to scroun anc check #1l civili n pursonncl piesing
1/27 Int chockpoint at (T567044. & totel of 106 Vicin Licse

civilicns were chuckeu, «ll had propur dcertificotion carcs.
T CONFIDENTIAL
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- civilian re.ction a.peared to be one of surprise, However, upon

- checkud out scticfectorily,

™ ¥ &%
{E"ﬁé’&dm{‘a&;}@ﬁ'[@ 4;.:;3 iInf cstblished
tive {5) bdghtasrbushds Anfut Smrtd Fo R it4£00L5%rs, a:bush
sustin (LT557054 ), reptried that it ‘had been-hit by sutomatic
cerbine fire and that there'was 1 US WIng TwosaiPCls from attached
5th Mech platoop were caspatchec to evacusts potrol, The wounced
inc‘-.ividucf cied erroutc to bn fwd cefunse trse, 4t 180715 hre,
ftocon plat moved out to svewrs doute Bluc £ am bn fra¢ defunsc
base to road interscction vic iT555053, Tiw roed was sscurod 2t
180606 hrs, 4t 180800 hrs, corprides o cne C were cdrliftec fren
duiense base to Bao Cinh ke loc vic A15 1007, sirlift consisted
of thirty-three Ud-IL lifts, cnd wae conductcd in ¢ highly orderlvy
end expeditious fzshion. at Li Red, «cuth of 330 Cauh ha, TF1/27 .
Inf (=) exited tiw choppers znd quicklv ceploye into the woocline
on the soutiern cGje of the objective., ot 1806<0 h s, if1/27 Inf
(=) conmicnced its sweep froz § to I with ettachud 1/5 iech plat
positionec lorth of the hailet as a blockin, force., ‘the initicl

L T N T
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qucstioning ths villagers, it was loarnce. that the VC with louc-
spuakurs had boen t.uroush the obj 2rea on the ni ht of 17 Junas,
aic had  warned the villa.ers that US troops would be entcring
ths rea on 18 June, Villrgurs viure also infornué that thuy were
to ruuain incoors-becauss thoe crex woula be booby trappscs Infor- i
uation receivad also reported thers were 20-50 VC in Bao Canh !
he on 16 Juns 1966, Only ons beoby trap wes founé in Bac Canh ia .
It was, destroyed in place., . Fow VC werc capturcc vie .JI556015

anc a total of 8 VIS were detained, v 121149 hrs, a4 /<t Inf
encowntorcd eutomstic snipur fire frou an cctimetod 3 VC -0 LS
7018, &1/27 I:i :ngaged tho snipors ond nowe & thoroush s.arch -
of th. sroa, but was not oble to locnate “C. 4t i 5L .., 1 &FC
from ,5th kach plet hit an A1 ndne at AT5620 2, Lo camege wes done
to vehicla or persomncl., C1/27 Inf anc 41/77 Inf closed bn fwd

dof bese at 161426 hrs and 181350 hrs raspectively. Ro cruncr
opngé wurc conxiuctol between bise cocrip anc Duct Hdnh Blby the Recon.
Plat, 4t plet support.od by Mtional Folics continucd to screcn

end. check 211 civili:n personnel pausin; 1/«7 Inf chockpo.nt ab
T56.0bhs i total of 80 pursorncl were ch cked., all personncl

e

g¢ 161800 = 191800 Juns 1956: TF1/:7 Inf cstedblished 4

L. ght anbushes in 40 Sente Fe. 1l arbushos roported neg tiv.
contret, 4t 190715 hrs, Recon Plnt movt cut to caocure Route Blue
fror b fwd d.f bass to rozd inturssction: at [1555053. The rood

was securcd at 19(L00 hrs, =nd the H=dcep elumont s.cuc ¢ by st
plat, A1/27 Inf, procdeedéd t< buc Hagh A and B to ¢arry out Medeap
acvivitivs, u totel of 176 putients wire trostec: Elawrt returned
to fwd b.s: camp at 191200 hre, 4t 19000 hrs, €1/27 Inf woved

fron fwd bizsu cewp to ObJ Kitty, vie L16030:5 to cciguct vub oper=
ations sgainst & euspuctid VO forec, st 190850 hrs, C1/<7 Inf

stctod that villagers reported 4 VO runnin: across ficla vic XT59-
7036, Hulicoptur reeen failud to loeatc VC. it 190948 hr., C1/27
Int r.ceiveu sniper fire frou vic 604030, .rty firc wue ploced

on suspucted VC locstions, Rosults undetoridn.d, rrom 191002 Lrs
to 191030 hrs sripor firs Was.regeivod fror Obj Kitty, » thorough
suarch of tho ares, howover, procuccd i.:gative rosults, u1/27 Inf
" dic locate o buildin: complex on ObJ Kitty which zi-ht have at onc
tiue houscid a VC hospital with ¢ 3u=40 paticnt cepzeity, Incic.timus
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C1/27 Inf returned to Bn fwd cafense base at 1615, B1/27 Inf conducted
sweep between Duc Hanh A and Bn fwd defensc basec comaencing 191134,
No VC contact was made, but 5§ VCS were detsinea vie XT530058. B1/27 Inf
found approximetely 20 bamboo st:kes witin attached prop:sgenda lsaflets
alonz the road vic XI'578049. The ‘stakes -appe:rec .fréshly plarted,
AT platoon supported by Nat'l sfolice coatimuecd to screcn sud caeck
all civilian personsel passing 1/27 Iaf chneckpoint at AT567O0L4.
A total of 110 personnel were checkcd, 4ali persoanel checkea out
" satisfactorily. load runner operctions were conductea between
base and Duc Hanh B by itecon rl-toon,

h, 191600 = 201800 Jun 66: TF1/27 Inf establisaed 7 night
ambushes in AU Sante Fe. A4ll ambusines repoited negative contact,
At 200430, If1/27 Inf (-) moved out on S& mission to (bj Cet vic
- XP609001, At 200600 attacheu Mech plet deprrtec Sn fwa dcfense
- base to act a. a blocking forcs ui of (bj Cet. st 0655 BL/R7 Inf
received snipe? firs fram 47603022, Friendly casualties: 1 nla,

iy il =

1 %IA, TF1/27 Inf roturned firo-with unknown’results, rt 200715, :
the decision was mads to expand the sn obj to incluue the hamlet

camplex to the SE of (bj Cat, at 200755 sesveral booby trap signs

and & VG trench network were uncovercu vic X1699022. at 0802 hrs,

8 VCS were detcinsd -t AT609022 - two of which later proveu to be
VCC, One VCC ststed that he had hidden a wezpon under his bed, A
thorough search of his aut roaucea nsg:tive results. at

100930, Tf1/27 Inf wheelow north and suspt tihe operationmal area ' ﬂ
again, Successive sweeps N to S and E to w produced nez-tive re- ;
sults, At 200945, TF1/27 Inf encountercu aaaitional Vv trenc.aes i
and booby trap-signs, At 1115, atfter tie objsctive had been
tharoughly searcned, TF1/27 Inf with att:ched mech Fl:t movea oW
to WbJ Cat, where B1/27 Inf suifered 1 sligntly Wli by a booby
trap., TF1/27 coamnenced return march to Bn fwd defenss buse ot
1315, LEnroute to base camp, B1/27 Inf located a fully eimed
CAICM claymare, It was set up ond rezdy to fire. '[as cliywore |
vas brought bacic to Bn fwd defense bese, Tf1/27 Inf clossd av |
1520, it 200810 hours viec AT570045, a CalCUs cleyiore wes

found and dotonated approx 50 weters in front of the perimester, .

slig.ting wounding 1 US soldier, A thorough searcia of the :rea

was conducted anw a CiHlCu. battery ana 300 meters fo detonating

wire were found. Meduap was conductea 2t Ap Chenh (3) vie 41559048, !
. Approximately 79 petientswere trostcd, a1 plet suppoiteu by dat'l }
Police continueu to check all ecivilian personnel passing 1/27 Inf

checkpoint st 4T56704L. '

i 8 s e et SO

a9k

i, 207800 - 211800 Jun 66: TF1/27 Inf establisned 4 ..ight
ambushes in AU oante fe. A4ll avbushes reported nsgetive contect,
At 210715, accon £l t moved out to secure scute Blue fram base camp
to road intersuction at AT555053, ..0ad was sscured at 210745,

At 210815, 38n itecon Plat reporteu thet simali caildren &t Duc lap
versection were reporting the location of cla Uo hand grenades
and 60ma mortar auds, '

P e
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Between the hours of 1815 and 0950, ‘total of 22 hand grenaces,

one grenade booby trap, 16 60mm duds, and two 155mm cuds were found
°n¢ destroyec, &t 210800 hrs, B1/27 Inf moved by motor convoy to
detruck point locoted XT526@42. Upon reaching destination, B1/27
Inf cismounted anc began a two prongcd swecp East utilizing one plat
to the North anc one plat to the South, ut 210937 hrs, viec XI551=-
030, B1/27 Inf encountered booby trappec signs. One boobv trap
was destroyed., 1Two US WIA occurrcd as a result of tripping grenace
booby traps. Two VCS wers detcined apd brough back to base, One
proved to be VCC, anu when questioned gave much intelligence inforwm
mation to MID, This information included namss, orgns, anc opns ¢
of VC in area. Attached Medcap Team treated 6 villagers enrouve to
base camp. The people encountered curing the swecp appcared very
friendly to US pe:sonnel, B1/27 Inf closec base camp at 211745 hrs,
At 210945 hrs, 16 RRU reported picking up pignsis from a VC trans-
mitter at AT557080, 3B1/5 Mech was Cispatched to investigate but
was unable to locate the transmitter. Recon plat concucteu ajr.
Roadrunner opn from Duc Hanh B to base camp. AL plat supported by
National Police continued to screen anc check all civilian personnel
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at XT5670L4. 4 total of 50 persons
checked out satisfactorily. '

J. 211800 - 221800 Junc 1966: TF1/27 Inf established
4 night ambushes in A0 Sante Fe., At 212010 hrs, Ambush Tiger, XT589-
043, noted 7 VC walldng along the trail towards their arbush site,
When the VC were approx 30 meters from the ambush site, US Forces
openeu up with M-16 and hand grennces, reculting in 2 VC dead (poss).
The VC cic not return the fire although the embush patrel cicd receive
fire from huts located vie XT588UL2 andg XT595038., The VC ran towards
the East and the US patrol called in 8im: mortar fire., The ambush
patrol relocate. to XT589044. i thorough search conduct:c in the
aree curing the morning produced negative results, it «12013 hrs,
- kmbush Sheep vic XT559051, received a short burst from an autometic
weapon vic XT560053., Fire was not retwnzd, at 212023 hrs, the
ARVN outpost at. XT577074, received Si fire North of oitpost. at
211943 hrs, the hn perimeter received 4 incordng rds from vic XT57-
20,0, Fire was roturned with M-79. Rssults unknown. At 220845 hrs, }
3B1/5 Mech plat ceparted base c¢'mp tc set up blocking psns SE of Ap
Tram loc vic XT636044., At 220905 hrs, a two (2) comprry airlift |
comnenced, and by 220945 all elements hal arrived at Lz, Movement
thru the obj was slow, and the entire c-ca was thoroughly searchec, q
At approx 221030 hrs sniper fire was recvived vic X1622033., Fire ‘
was returnec, Results unknown, at 221450 hrs, C1/<7 Inf touchec ]
off..two booby traps (X162<033) anc. sustrinecd one Vili. Dustoff evacuated l
WRl.ok 1520 htes = At XT602033, <21410 hrs, C1/27 Inf again received
Sa fire., 3B1/25 mech weployed but cculu not locate VG, & total of
two VC5 were picked up in the 40. TF1/27 Inf was extractec at 221530
hrs, vic XT619033. 3B1/5.Mech, which was buing used a3 a blocking force, ‘a
located a cache of approx 1500 lbs of rice, vic XT622033. The rice !
was brought back to base. Al plat supportec by Mational Police cone \
tinu:d to screcn anc check all personnel passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint ‘-
* at XI5670L44. A total of 50 pe:.sons wire chucked, All checked out |
. satisfactorily, ]
2 | | |
]
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k. 221800 0 231800 Jun 1966: TP1/27 Inf established 5 nigh
ambushes in AO Sante Fe, Al). ambushes reported ncgative contact
except Ambush Yankee, At 230730 hrs, .mbush Yankee (Recon platoon), |
reported seeing 30 civilians gathering «t XT609031. 4s the Recon
plat maneuvercd towards vic XT609031, in order to better observe
what was taking place, it received 4 rds of sniper fire from vic
XT609032, A4dditional fire was received from XT618020, resulting
in one US WIA. Bh CO ofdered Sth™Mech.platpon to'proceed.to Recon
location to aid engaged element., 5th Mech and Recon platoon cleared
area frcm where sniper fire originated with the help of two gun-
ghips which arrived at 230943. A thorough scarch of the area was
made with negative results., However, 2 VC women were detained and
return.d to base camp for interrogation, Mech and Recon platoons
reached base capp at 231148, At 230536, B1/27 Inf moved to village
viec XT554033, The village was sealed off, and a thorough search
of the-area was conducted, The entire opn was so well executed that
the villagers were caught tompletely by surprises :ZNot a single
villager managed to escape the cardon which was placed around the
village, The search netted a total of 10 VCS detainees and 5 VCS.
VCS and VCC detainees were transported to base camp fwd for inter-

rogation, B1/27 Inf returned to base camp at 231045 hrs. C1/27 Inf

vas airlifted to Bao Canh Na, XT562008 at 230822 hrs, No VC contact
vas made, and the company proceeded with its orcification and Med=

cap opns, 4 total of 47 patients were treat:d, 2 VC were detained
at 27562017 and XI562010, C1/27 Inf returned to tasc cemp at 1500 hrs,
AT platoon supportcd by Nat 'l Police continucc to check and screen
all civiliens passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at ..2567044., 4 total of

60 personnel checked out satisfactorily.

1. 231800 = 241800 June 1966: TF1/27 Inf established 4
night ambushes in K0 Sante Fe, All ambushes reported negative
contact, At 231950 hrs, fwd defense base rcccived 6 probing rounds from
BAR and rifle grenadeg from vic XT574043. Fire was returned with
M~79 and 8imm mortars. Results unknown., ... 240540 hrs ambush Eagle,
(Co B - XI'558017) reported that it had 1 WI. “rom a booby trap
which it had encountered on return to fwd defense base, WIA
was evacuated to Cu Chi, At 240800, B1/27 Inf was airlifted from
base camp fwd to LZ Bravo, XP612034., The entire air movement was
well coordinated ard executed, No VC contact was made during B1/27
Inf opn, Very few indigenous people werc¢ seen during the sweep,
B1/27 Inf returred to fwd defense base at 1410 hrs, C1/27 Inf com-
rmenced move south to Obj X, XT581024, at 0830 and reached the ObJ
area at 0915, Several freshly planted grem de booby trars were
encountered at XT580025. Two US WIi by booby traps werc reported at
24,1015, WIA's were evacuated to Cu Chi., A total of 5 booby traps

- were destroyud within Obj X, and two VCS were detainees were taken from

AT581024 at 241030, C1/27 Inf returned to base camp at 241515 hrs,
The -attached 5th Mech platoon was relecased from TF1/27 Inf comtrol
effective 24,1200 hrs, 1A3/4 Cav platoon replaced the 5ta Mech platoon,
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At 24,9820 hrs, Recon Plat reported that children in the vic of AT§55-
6053 were again pointing out hend grenaues and mortar duds, The
children pointed eut a total of 1 CBU -umb, 7 hund grenades, and 2

60mm duds, All were destroyed in place, Medcap Team was dispatched

to Ap Chanh (3) vic ATSH0047 at 240900 hrs, to treat the indizenous per-
sonnel, A total of 1.8 patients were treabed. All appeared extremely
appreciative of the help rendered them by the US personnel, AT platoon
supported by Nat !l Police, continued to screen and check all civilians:
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at XT56704. A total of 55 personnel
check:d out satisfactorily,

m, 241800 ~ 251800 June 1966: TF1/27 Inf established i
4 night ambushes in 40 Sante Fe. All ambushes reported negative ’
contact, At 241942 hours, B1/27 Inf received 3 probing B:R rds from
viec XT573042, B1/27 Inf returned with M-79, SA, and 8lmm mortars,
Results unknown, At 0853 hours, the Medcap Tm commenccd opns at
CbJ B, Xom My Tau, £T568059, after it had been securcd by B1/27 Inf,
A total of 58 patients were treated, When ledcap had becn completed,
B1/27 Inf continued with its sweep to the NE thru Aom Iuc Vien (2),
vic XT580063, and returned to bn forward defense base. Ho VC con-
tact was made nor were any tuines or booby traps encountered., The
people appeared friendly throughout the sweep, C1/27 Inf commenced
pacification of Ap Hau Hoa (3) &t 250815 hrs. The people in ths
villige stated that at 241930 hrs, a platoon of VC had entered the
village to check on the pcssibility of constr-icting a roadblock
on the main road, and that 3 VC decided to fir= 3 rowds at the
1/27 Inf perimeter, When 1 {27 Inf returned fire, the VC changed
the plans and moved out of the village, This would coincide with
the firing which 1/27 Inf experienced at 241942 hrs, While paci-
fication operations were being conducted, a number of iRVN and US
advisory personnel visited Ap Hau Hoa, and cbserved the Medcap™Im
edminister aid to some of the 144 patients trcated in the hamlet
that day, 4t 2511100 hrs, 1 APC from 1A3/L Cuv, which had been given
the mission of screening the road from bn forward defense base, .
south to £T580022, fell inte a tank trap vic AT5720,0, Dimensions : "j‘-%
were 16! X 14! X 6!, The vehicle was pulled out of the trap undam-
aged, 1 WIA resulted (broken jaw and ribs), and was evacuated to
Cu Chi, 3 boeby traps were foud at XT578035 at 1425 hrs, resulting
in 1 IS WIA, 8 "L" shaped trenches were also destroy.d at same,
location. At 1330 hrs, vie XI578035, C1/27 Inf destroyed 2 small
bunkers and 1 VC house, By 1520 hrs, C1/27 Inf had completed the
pacification of 4p Hau Hoa and returned to base camp. ThLroughout
the opn, Recon plateon continusd to secwe the road from case
camp to Duc Lap. At 1030 hrs, Recon platoon fourd a sm:il child on
the roed apprex 200 meters north of the perimeter, vic A7557048, The
child was dead and was turned over to his perents vwhe evacusted him
to Bao Trai. : '
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L night a.bushes in i0 Sante Fe, ..t 251814 hrs, one of the 4PC's
that was carrying smbush Wolf to its arbush site hit on .T ninc,

vic XI553038. .FC was bocly dauaged and 8 Wliwepe sustained. A VIR
was called in to help extract thu dx.cged iPC, .. cvecw tion chopper

" was also enlled in to remove the wourded. “the APC could not be €x=

" tracted, Onc reinforccd rifle squad from Bl/27 Inf ~-was dispatched
at 3950 hrs to help provide sccurity for the 3/4 Cav plat, Vehicle
was extracted the next morning and the scewrity oleuient returned to
Bl/27 Inf, At 260530 hrs, B1/27 Inf noved out’to secure the village
of up Bao Sen (2) vic AT556025, B1/27 Inf rade a thorough search
of the area anc cetained a total of 25 VCS for qusstionirg (17 cetainess,
8 VCS). Oncc secured, pecification and kedeap opns were unicrteken
by the (RVI- "Go Team" and US mecical pers. The people were Lost
responsive to the pacification opns anc welecomcd the kedeap perse a
total of 94 potients were treated. At 260520 hrgBl/27 Inf moved

N to ip Bao Sen (1) vic XT554032. Pacification opnsvwere again
concucted with tho sams gumerel response, 4 total of 1l personnel
were treated by Medeep pers, Co sustained one #IA (slightly)

from booby trap viec XT557036, Bl/27 Inf closed base camp:'at 261300
hrs. 4t 260700- hrs, C1/27 Inf was airlifted to LZ at XT626055,
Adreraft reported automatic wpns fire from vie LZ. However, C1/27
Inf reportec negetive contact upon landing, Num.rous sampens , Sh
amrsunition and mines were cestroyaed in Cl/27 Inf sweep to the Ni.

3 grenade booby traps were destroyed. Kotcr convoy-departed base
carp at 1500 hra and picked up C1/27 Inf at the cntri.cking aree,
XT576077. (C1/27 Inf closed base camp =t 261555 hrs. Eug plat
continued with rocd improvenment' cpus from bn fwd def base to Duc
Lap commencing 261300 hrs. T plet supported by Naticrel Police
continuwd to check and screen all civilians passing 1/27 Inf
checkpoint at XI567044. & total of 37 personnel were checked, ill
checked out satisfactorily.

0. 261600 - 271800 June 1966: TF1/27 Inf estaoblished 4

- night ambushes in 40 Sante Fe. 4t 270700 hrs, 1 plat of C1/27 Inf
ncved to Xom My Tau, vic AT568049, and Go Cao, vic XT543042, with
the mission of searching the area, Plat at My Tau reported negative
contactand returned to base cap at 0940 hrs. Tho platoon searching
Go Caa detedned 1 VCS vic XT544041, Jnother VLS was detained at
KT5L4046, 1o VC contect was made and the element returned to baze
canp at 270230 hrs, st 270630 hrs, B1/27 Inf moved with the /RVk
"Go Team" to scarch snd securc the village of Giongloe vic XT583015,
it 0910 hrs, while enroute to obj eros, Bl/27 Inf rcccived sniper
fire vic XT5750.8 fron an estinated 3-5 VC, VC werec engaged but
-results unknown, At 1210 hrs, Bl/27 Inf apprehendecd 4 VCS at
£T570020and at 1030 an acditional 6 VCS plus thc wife apd 3. 3
children of a confirmed VC were apprehended, At 1100 hrs, blood

and expended carbine rownds were found vic AT570020, Villagers
stated that 2 VC had been seen dragging avay & badly wounded comrade-
(1 VC KIi, poss). Si fire was aghin received at 1105 hrs from

vic XT575002, B1/27 Inf «ngaged and pursucd: snipers bt were unable
to track down VC, When Bl/27 Inf finally arrived at Giong Loc, it
nade ‘a therough search of the area with negrtive results,
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p. 281800 = 291800 Juno 196&. NP1 /27 It 2 sttolished

5 ni;ht aubushes in A0 wantc Fe. «t 282510, .ubush Purple loceted
ot {T551034, . .de contact with a lar;e V€ forec cstimsated to hove
consistcd of seventy (70) VO, When the on g Lent begen, firing
could be heerd at the bottelici dufense brsc, Radio contact was
lost betwe.n patrol ai.¢ parcent compnny ini.cietely. 41/27 Inf
fircd &lmn portars around ambush locctions with unknown results,
T 282315 hrs, the battalion r ac.ion force, 1.1/27 Inf was
ordered to go ard assist tue pvatrol. 141/27 Inf depart.d wire
at bettalion dufcnse bagse ot 282345 hrs, and rcach.d the arbush
location at 290113 hrs, 1a1/27 Inf mace nezatsve contrnct with
both VC clelent anc tho US arbush, 141/27 Inf ¢-ntinucd to
scarch for the crbush until 290345 hours, at vhich time it
returncc to the battolion difense base dus to intense darkrncss,
a41/27 Inf deported the battalion defonsc base at first light
to continue the scarch for aubush Purple. st 29C705 hrs, a1/27
Inf eoncountered o soldier who claimed to be a survivior of the
arbush group beinz sou ht, but couvld not provide @iy inforuw tion
as to what happcned, it 290822 hours, the Bn S5=3 sizhtud the
lost arbush from the air vic 7551034, He notificc €O .1/27 Inf,
who was on the ground approxiuctlely 2.0 neturs away. &1l 12 patrol
Lelbers wére.decad, Thoy haa m:ce contuct with 2 suporior sized
VC forco” and hed boun overwholiiud in position. .1/27 Inf cullea
for Lustoff to rcuovo the dcad, a1/27 Inf carmerced a scirch of
2ll houscs and growth in the area fer si:ns of VC. kuch blood
wes founu in the vic of thc srbush site indice eting that U troops
killud wany V6. 41/<7 Inf continucd to scuarch cros within 1500

ncters of the anbush site, spprchenuing three VCS &t 291015 hrs
vic AT542026, i1/27 Inf returncd to bn fud cefonsc br-e at
291115 hrs, .t 000 hrs, B1/27 Inf rcecivew tuc mission of
assisting in s.a ch of YC who hcd hit .rbush Purple, B1/27 Inf
mov d to vic AT564009, Bao Cenh Na, concucted & scarch of the
villagers, swept E to vic 7583015, and headed N to basc caup. At
291050 hrs, B1/<7 Inf apprchencod 3 VC. vic XT561045 at 1245 hrs,
end cormenced e scarch 1000 mcters cithor sice of Route 9 up to
Boo Trai (XT526044). C1/27 Inf opprehended 8 VG at 1410 hrs and .
closcd Bn forward doforsc bese at! 59 hrs, 4/49 (RVN swept
erca Y of 40 Santo Fe, 34th RVi. Ra.zer swept . of »0 Santi Fe
boundet. by. coord 5500, 5597, 5897, 58(1. Nmoe of thc units part-
icipating in the scarch for the VC who attack:d /iibush Purple wore
able to locate anything of significant value,

Q. 291800 301000 Junc 1966: TF1/27 "Inf estsblished 4 night
arbushis in 40 Sante Fe. at 300340 hrs, ..bush Tiger (AT55804,0)
spctt.d 15<30 gpprexivintely 500 neters M of crbush sitc,
4T 0430 hrs, thu seme subush not.d what they beldéved to be & squad
sized unit moving toward a.pearby woodline.. .81mm moftar fire-was.dallsd
in, and the arca was kept umursurvoill..ncu. '
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4T 0615 hrs, anbush Tiger founc 1 VG KLi (BC), 1 VC wL., anc 2 VCS
woren, Blood was foun in the inmicciate vicinity of the sitc indi-
cating that more VC were KL.., arbush Tiger returnce to @ se canp at
080v hrs, smbush Tiger results: 8 VC Ki. (poss), 1 VC KI. (BC),

anc. 3 VC: apprchencec (1 VCC and 2 VCu).  u1/27 Inf ceparted base
peritoter at 0730 hrs for S& opns in Bao Canh iia (4T562009)., at
0745 hrs, 11/27 Inf cestroye¢ 1 freshly plantcd beoby trapped
grencce vic AT569035. »1/27 Inf reported that women state. that VC
in area had warno. pocple to stay out of rice prauics because they
were nined and booby trappiC., & thorough scarch of Bao Canh Na
prodwed negative rusults. B1/27 Inf coparted fwe ¢.f base at
0752 hrs by motor convoy to psn Yankce (XT5759079),; enC ccrrenced %
'S¢D opns in NE sector of i0s B1/27 Inf apprehenced a total of 10
VCS Juring the opn. B1/27 Inf closcc bn fwi ¢ f base at 1410 hrs,
C1/27 Inf cepartud bese camp at 0€15 hrs and swept along gric line
OL to ccord 5404, it grid line 5404, the company turned N anc swept
to road. where they were picked up by riotor convoy cmi return.d to

bn fwd cef base at 1155 hrs. .lonz assigned route, C1/27 Inf ceste.
royoc. 1 booby trapped hand grennce vic XT558042. i thorough search
of assigne’ sector produced negative results, C1/27 Inf cCoparted
bn fw cof base at 1530 hrs for base camp Cu Chi, and closed base cemp
Cu Chi at 1630 hrs. 1.3/4 Cav, with attachec nine sweiper tecam from.
Eng wnit, clecarcc road betweun base comp and rice mill vic XT582023,
143/4 Cav proviced flank security for return swecp of &1/27 Inf,
Eng plat concucted road improveniont operations from base perimcter
(XT570044 ) to Duc Lap (XT555053). 47 plat supportcd by Naticnal
Police continued to ch.ck anc. screen all civilians passing 1/27 Inf
checkpoint at XT567044, i total of 30 personnel were checked, “llv
checkec out satisfactorily, st 0930 hrs the kelcep T escorted by ™
Recon plat roved to Duc Hanh i to concduct Medcep cperctions. &
total of 90 patients wure treatac. The lidcap tecam closed the bn
fwc cef base at 1250 hrs., it 1435 hrs, Rccon reported thet it hac
cestroyed 1 60m.: cw. eanc 3 hond gronades at AT556052. Children in
area had again pointcd out the duis and grensces to the Recon Plat,

r. 301800 Jun = 011800 Jul 1966: TF1/27 Inf e¢stablishcc
4 night avbushces in 40 Sante Fe, at 010035 hrs, :rbush kerceces,
XT563053, observid 4 VC by starlight setting up a mortar 600 meters
away vic 47569050, Incirect fire was callcd and the VC cispersed,
Results unknown. ot 010112 hrs, /mbush liercedes cbserved 12-20 VC
vic XT569050, 4.2 mortar fire was callec., 4t 010225, .ubush liercedes
again observed, through the starlight, 7«9 VC crawling in a rice pudcy
approxinately 500 meters Bast of their location, sartillery firce was
callcd anc the VC ran toward a nearby treeline, . «t 010300 hrs, imbush
Mercodes saw 6-8 VC in the woocline vic XT569058, &iri. mortar fire
was callec, VC Cispersec, results unknown, &t 010458 hrs, 1 plat,
3/L Cav an¢ 41/27 Inf doparted for arbush Mercedcs lochtion tc nieke a
thorough check of the area,

e

e 15
- CONFIDENTIAL

i I R i bt on. N ot el



CONFIDENTIAL

" A total of 14 VCS were found in vic XT562030, The VCS were returned

to base camp. 4t 010856 hrs, 1a3/L4 Cav and A1/27 Inf reported that
they could find nething further and reiurned to base camps Recon plat
secured Route Blue and found one hand grenade vic AT556053, at 1130 hrs,
Two 6Qmn duds and one hand grenade were found at £I555053 at 1430 hrs,
All were destroyed in place. . At 1140 hrs, a small boy was breusht to
Bn Aid Station for treatment of a badly infected hand s+ A small boy
who was found in the vicinity of AT564045, reported to the Recon Plat
that a VC was in a house located at XI559047. A thorou h search of
the hut resulted in one VCS, AT plat continwed to check Vietnamese
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint. 4 total of 50 personnel were chetketle
All cherked out satisfactorily,

s. 011800 - (21800 July 1966: TF1/27 Inf established 2 night -~ ..

ambushes in AO Sante Fe, 4ll ambushes reported regstive contact, On.
2 July 66, the Bn TF effort was devoted entirely to the conduct of

a County Fair in iAp Hau Hoa, vic XT576036, &t 0526 hrs, Co A moved
out, and sealed off the southern boundary of the villege to inswre that
no one escaped, while 143/4 Cav secured the route from bn fwd def base
to the southern edge of Ap Hau Hoa, At U645 hrs, Co B swept through
the village, policed up the inhapitants, and moved them to & central-
ized screening area, GVN National Police, with the assistance of the AT
plat, screened the civilians to determine their true status, amd a
complete census of the population was conducted. 4After Ap Hau Hoa
had been secured, and the screening process begun, the County Feair
activities commenced, TF1/27 Inf scheduled iedcap smd Helping Hand,
movies, volleyball games, Vietnames and imerican entertainment, and

- visits by ARVN and GVN of ficials, The County Fair activities were

well received by the village inhabitants, although they seemec to be
rather bewildered at the vast array of entertaimment., At 1415 hrs,

the County Fair was completed, and TF1/27 Inf closed bn fwd def base
at 1605 hrs. 1A3/4 Cav plat was released from TF1/27 Inf control at

1515 hrs and returned to Cu Chi, 3B1/5 Mech was attached to TF1/27 Inf
effective 1515 hrs,

t. 021800 - 031800 July 1966: TF1/27 Inf established 3 night
ambushes in A0 Sante Fe, All ambushes had negative contact. The :
Operation for 3 July 66, envisioned a sweep by B1/27 Inf from NE
portion of AO to bn fwd def base, A41/27 Inf was to be utilized as a
blocking force a few hundred meters NE of bn fwd def base, while
3B1/5 Mech would be tied in on the left flank of A1/27 Inf and would

e nbilized to block traffic moving west of Route Blue, 4/49 ARVN

from Bao Trai, established an additional blocking psn along the Duc
Lap - Cu Chi highway. By 0835 hrs, A1/27 Inf, 3B1/5 Mech, and L/L9
ARVN elements were in their assigned blocking positions, and B1/27 Inf
was ready to commence its sweep from psn Yankee (XT585087) to bn fwd
def base. B1/27 Inf had negative contact throught’:‘ut the sweep,
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A1/27 Inf, howeveb,epotted ‘two (2) men running approxim“tdly 300
meters from its blocking position., 41/27 Inf chnllenged the individuals
with voice comronds and warning shots, but personnel centinued to run
and were subsequently cut down by US Si fire, Only 1 body could be
found, but it conteined documents which indiceted thst individuels
wes VC. A seerch of the immediatc ‘vieinity produccd blood eround erees
where the other VC had beun observid, A thorough search was undertaken
but the other VC could not be locatecd, £11 elements closed bn fwd
defensc base by 1405 hrs, 4T plet essistcd by Nationel Police
continued to check Vietnamese pessing 1/27 Inf checkpoint. 4 totel
of 35 personnel were checkad. All personncl checked out satisfsctorily,
At 1445 hrs, e suspected enemy trensmitter wes traced to vie XT569045.
A thorough search of the arce was mede with ncgative results,

u, 031800-04180n July 1966: TF1/27 Inf established 2 night
embushes in 40 Sente Fe, At 032245 hrs, Ambush Red, XT557047, reported
observing 10 VC vic XT559038, Ambush Red engeged VC with 8lmm iforter
fire and estimated thet three VC were KIA (poss). VC dispersed in a
NE direction., A thorough sesrch of tho arce was mede by Ambush Red,
the following morning, producing nzgetive results, A "Lighting Bug"
mission wes flown over TF1/27 Inf AO during the night. 2"/ fire was
received from vic XT614015 2nd S4 fire wes recasived from vic
XT7611015. The "Lighting Bug" retelisted with suppressive fircs,

" results unknown. Addition~l fire wes reccived from vic XT559012,
TF1/27 Inf departed fwd def base by motor convoy to basec crup
Cu Chi in two merch seriels, Seriel #1 departed fwd base ot OSLL hrs
and closed Cu Chi at 1025 hrs, The second seri~l deperted et 1247 hrs
end closed bese camp at 1340 hrs. No enemy activity was encountered
by either serial along the return route to Cu Chi. The entire opera-
tion wes conducted in an orderly frshion. A4 CXC UH-ID controlled the
movement end ¢ UH-ID fibe tsem was on immediste stend-by elert. The
closing at base cemp Cu Chi merked the tormination of Opn Sent= Fe,
12, Results:
: .. &, VO losses: LVC XIA (BC), 16 VC IZ (poss), 21 VCC,
65 VCS, 82 VCS detainces,
.~ be Ceptured and destroyed encmy equipment end meteriel:
(1) ‘®wo (2) Chicom cleymores,
(2) Thirty-six (36) booby treps.
(3) Sixty-three (63) hend grenades.
(4) Three (3) AP mines
(5) Fleven.(1l). AT mines., {
(6; T™wo (2) 7.62 Chicom .carbines.,
One (1) VC tunnel,
(8) Forty (40) 60mm ducs,
(9)  Ten (10) 105mm cuds,
(10) Two (2) 155mm duds,
(11) Sixty-eight (68) "L" shaped trenchcs,
(13) One (1) CBU bomb.
(14) Four (4) VC huts.
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(15) Twenty-five (25 sampans.

(16) 4assotrted medical sumplies,

?7 One hundred sixty (160) rds of cal 30 ammo.
18

Two (2) pistol ‘belts
Ce Friendly losses: 14 KIi, 30 WIA,
d. Friendly equipment destroyed or damaged: .
1) Five ?5 ) M-16 rifles
2) Three (3) Cal 45 pistols
(3) One (1) M~14 rifle
gl.. T™wo (2) M-~1LER rifles

5) Two (2) M-79 grenade launchers,
26 One (1) M-60 machine gun

7 g One (1) starlight scope

(8) Two (2) PFC 25 redio sets.

i3« Administrative matters:
a, Supply: Resupply was accomplished by motor convoy.
A scheduled convoy was dispatched from Cu Chi once each aay and
adequately met the requirements of TF1/27 Inf, Supplies required
on an emergency basis were flown in by Relicopter,

b, Maintenance: Normal maintenance of weapons and
equimment was perform d prior to, during, and after the operation.

ce Treatment of casualties and ev:c.:tion: The Bn

‘Aid Station accompanied the Bn CP group, Cacialties were trezted

by the aidmen attachid to the rifle companies, then moved to the
ald station by litter or helicopter for further treatment, C4C and
resupply helicopters were utilized to transport wounded requiring
evacuation. Npawgenoy cqgee Were evacuated utilizing both Dusteff
aircraft and agsigned 'iti-IDs.

d. Communications: TF1/27 Inf utilized numerous

., means of communications during Opn Sante Fe, FM and AM~RIT/CW/Voice

wire éstablished by 1/27 Inf comuunications platoon, Elem 125th
signal provided TF1/27 Inf with VHF Sole User, Commson User, and Land
Line teletype capability., o communicst ions difficulties were .

encountered durirg the operation, ‘

14. Commanders /nalysis:

a¢ TF1/27 Inf accomplished its mission, 1F¥1/2” Inf
entered a lon; established VC stronghold, :nd throush a % .lanced
combination of tactical opns and civic acticn progroms, =8 able to
domirate the terrain and population, The «.fects of TF1/27 Inf
extensive Medcap and civic action program will most likely make
a more lasting impression upon the indigenous population than the

. d:i.ap]:ay of B tactical power,

18
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. The use of the ARVN "Go Team" materially aided 1/27 Inf

in accomplishing its mission. Members of thc team were familiar with
the customs and many knew the local village inhabitants. They were thus
better qualified to determine which segnent of the local populace was
sympathetic to the Viet Cong. This assistance helped unit commanders
to apprehend many VCS who later proved to be VCC,

¢. Airmobile operations grecatly erhanced the combat
capabilitity of TF1/27 Inf. As the operation progressed, it became 1
increasingly epparent that the risinz water level was causing personnel
to experience fatigue, APC's also became increasingly d»pendent upon
the road, and their cross-—country mobility was cut to a minimum,
The use of the helicopters onabled TF1/27 Inf to operate unfatigued in
"a designated operational aresy and eliminated the necd for extensive
" APC support during movements to and from bn fwd dcfense base, ,
~ Greater results could be attained if a DJ airmobile Co were aveilable ‘ y
to. the battalion commander:

1 5. Recommendations

a. GVN ard ARVN personnel be irmediately prepared to
actively assume responsibilities for are:s cleared by U8 Korces, Ailthough
TF1/27 Inf controlled AO Sante Fe from 13 June to 4 July‘66, future
CYN influence will be minimal if appropriate measures are not taken
to actively continue the pacification effort, :

T T

b, That every effort be made to provide TF1/27 Inf with
the same aviation company throughout the duritdon of -anyropetdtion.

' ¢. That a helicopter fire team be on standby status to
insure a quick reaction ' capability., Use of the fire team is
invaluable in sealing off an objective, and preventing the escape of VC.

L S ol

d. That a C& helicopter be assigned to 1/27 Inf for the
entire day., On numerous occasions it became neccssary to release :
the helicopters due to higher priodrity .cormittments, This ofhen :
occurred during the critical stage in the operation, and resulted
in the ground elements being left without essential air surveillance
and protection,

;;..4/ .,«,',/1//
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TLIBA-T (20 July 66) tst Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (Opn SANTE FE) (U)

HEADQUARTIRS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 96225 3 hugust 1966

THRU: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: ACofS G3 (D&T)
APO 96227

TO: Commander, U,S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, ATTN: J343
_APO 96213

1, Operation SANIE FE is orie of four operations conducted to date with
primary emphasis on pacification, This operation successfully extended GVN
and US influence throughout the assigned area of operations,

2, Operations 6f this type should be followed closely by a determincd
effort by ARVN and Province forees to keep the arsa pacified, Without such
effort, the advantages obtained are quickly dissipated and the initiative
again given to the VC,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

@MJ ~

DISTRIBUTION: + BONDI
ACofS for Force Dev, DA CPZ, AGC
0G, USARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-MH &Ad jutant General

MACV, ATTN: J343 (thru IIFFORCEV)
MACV, ATTN: J2 (thru IIFFORCEV)
MACV, ATTN: MACT (thru IIFFORCEV)
MACV, ATTN: Chief, USAF Advisory Group (thru IIFFORCEV)
CG, USARV, ATTN: Ave (D & H)
CG, IIFFORCEV, ATTN: 4CofSG3 (D& T)
0G, USA Infantry School, Ft Benning, Ga,
0G, USL Aymor School, Ft Knox, &v.
USACDC Ln Off APO 96558
- USA Inf H Res Unit, Ft Benning, Ga,
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