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TUBA-T 
20 July 1966 

SUBJECT:    Co^t Operation, After Actto* fieß6rt.(R0S: MiCV J3-32} 

ft 

THRU: Commanding Officer 
2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 

■     ' ATTN:    LBD3-T 
APO US FORCES 96225 

Commanding General 
25th Infantry Division 
ATTN:    AVTLGA-HH 
APO US FORCES 96225 

TO:     Commander 
U.S. Military Assistance Commend, Vietnam 
ATTN:    J343 
APO US FORCES 96243 

1«   Operation:   Santo Fe 

2,   Dates of Operation:    13 June • 4 July 1966, 

3«   Location:   Rau Nghia Province, Due Hoa District« 

4*   Control Headquarters:    2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, 

5.    Reporting Offissr«    'LtCol Aivin L, O'Neal. . 

6»   Task Organization: 

A1/27 Inf (Capt Mayone) 

B1/27 Inf (Capt Garrett) 

DOWNGH/.DSD AT 3 YEAR INTFRVAIS 
iJOECL^SSIFIPll AFTER 12 YEARS 

^0% i  Hie   ,        1    • D0D DIR 5200.10 

1 i i^%fi„ 
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ciA 
En Control: 

Recon Plet 
AT Plat 
Hv Mort Plat 
Plat, Co B 1/65 Eng 
3d Spt Plat, 16th RRU 
Elem, 25th IvID 
Elem, 125th Sig 
CT 
National Police 
.lutorpr'tcrs 
3B1/5 Kech MfA 
1A3A Cav Plat 

7.   Supporting Forces: 
e.   Artillery Support:    Btry A, 1st Bn, Sth Arty, DS to 

Ist Bn, 27th Inf. 
b. Kow and when Artillery employed:    1/8 Arty on 13 Juno 

established fire support b*se vie Bao TrPi (XT527045).    On 28 June, 
Btry A, 1st Bn, 8th Arty wes attached pnd established ? fire support 
base within the perimeter (XT570044).   On 2 July, Btry A. 1st Bn, 13th 
Arty established fire support br.se vie Das Lap (XT553053).   Throughout 
the operation, 1/8 Arty support 3d with pre-planned rnd on-call fires. 

c. Results of Artillery:   Artillery support during the 
operation was greatly restricted due to close proximity of friendly 
and allied units and the many houses scattered throughout the ;0. 

d. Army Aviation: 
(1) How and when aviation was used: 

(a) Command and control aircraft for ground opns. 
(b) Airlift of troops and equipment within the AO, 
(c) Resupply of ratijns, water, and equipm'.nt. 
(d) Evacuation of 0 rious casualties, 

(2) Results of Army Avirtion:    Army air support was a 
decisive factor in the accomplisforent of mission in the AO.    The heli- 
copter support provided TPl/27 Inf with a high degree of flexibility 
and mobility which could not be achieved by other means duo to the 
restrictive effects of the weather.   1/27 Inf utilized organic per- 
sonnel throughout the operation to set up and control helicopter 
landing zones.    This method proved extremely effective and 1/27 Inf 
was able to develops and establish a workable airmobile SOP. 

1 
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a. iunoniy sitxiation prior to oporation:    Operational area 
has been the scene of numerous VC initiated incidents, and has long 
been regardoc as a VC safe area whore the VC could seek refuge,  3 VC 
platoons were estdmated to be operating out of ^p Hau Hoa (3; (#157- 
9035), Giong Lon ÜT615U18), and Mianh Hoa (^575019).    The VC force 
which:: attacked C1/27 Inf cuibush   vie XS&bOtA on 3 May 1966^ was 
conpoaeü of local guerrillas and an.intelligence platoon frofc.the 506th 
Local Force Bn,    The C2 Co (Luc Hoa Co), su-cn^th 80, was norually 
located within the operational area,    Co siz.d forces of the 506th 
Bn were also known to have operated in the southern portion of the 
iiO.   Recont VC activity include: 

(1) 26 hay - 2 VC canpanies reported at XS5Ü0952 (Eval 
F-3). 

(2) 2? May - link number of VC directed harr^ssing.rfIre, 
on nRVK 3/50 at Due Hoa, 

(3) 29 May - 5 roadblocks discovered at ;^563063. 
(4) 1    Jun - 300 VC and 30 laborers at XT620063 (Eval 

F-4). 
(5) 1    Jun - 3/4 ton truck hit zaine vie XT545049. 
(6) 2-.r Jun - 3 dirt nounds discovered at XT62SÜ03. 
(7) 2   Jun - 200 VC rptd XS525965 (Eval F-3). 
(6)   5   Jun - 80 VC rptd vie XT531059 (Eval F-3). 

b. Enemy situation during tho operation:   Throughout the 
operation, the VC employed numerous grcna-ie booby traps and nines. 
They also utilized snipers to harass and confuse üb Forces.    A najor 
contact was made on 282300 June by ai-ibush Purple (Co A« 1/2? Inf) 
at JCT551034.    In this engagement, a recon element of C3 Com any, 
506th Local Force Bn with a nine (9) isan ndlitia sr.d attrched, attacked 
the anibush patrol. The entire VC force consisted of 40-50 men. 
Identification   of unit involved and unit, strength was obtained from 
a VC V.IA captured on   29 June 1966, docuunts captured freu VC xvL. 
on 3 July 1966, and   National Police anc' Sector agent reports.    In a 
heliborne operation in Bao Canh Ka, the VC evidjnLly had prior know- 
ledge of our intention-, to operate in the area.    The VC ac'viseu the 
villagers via their Psywar loudspeaker;? system to remain in their 
houses as they intended to booby trap the area.    />, number of villagers, 
VCC, VCS, and d-taineos, gave information that tho VC used the foll- 
owing route to transport food.., weapons, ammo, and VC r.Iiii'  Giong Loc 
(JCr584015), to Bao Canh Ka (^562011), to ^p Thoi Moi (2)(XT544017), 
to Ap Bao Cua (XT5201 ),    to canals vie ^5100 where sampans were 
waiting.    The nost active areas appeared to be:    (1)   «f Giong Lon 
Ur6l01),  (2) Äom Giong Sen (XT5802),  (3) Giong Loc (XT5801), and 
(4)   Aom Giong Sen (^5903), 

c. Terrain arid Weather:   The terrain was flat with rice 
fields.    The houses and haqilets wore situated on high: ground where 
dense vegetation was prevalent.    The weather during the first 3 weeks 
made the terrain ideal for ÄPC end Infantry operations.    However, 
after this initial period, the terrain was rendered untrafficable 
and i»PC»8 oxpeeienced difficulty in supporting infantry elements. 
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tfie Pöpiolation:   An 
aggressive and intensive Medcap II program utilizing the 1/27 Inf 
ßn Surg and the 2 mwdics of the ARVN "Go Team", was conducted 
tlirouihoub the operational area.   This program paid great dividends 
in the followinf ways : 

(1 )   The villagers were treated for their illnesses and 
diseases. 

(2)   The attituie of the people changed from that of 
passiveness which was almost hostile, to that of friendliness. This 
friendliness increased in each sucessive    visit by the Bn Surgeon 
Villagers in the area where Medcap II was conducted, willingly beg-in 
giving infomation pertaining to the VC*    in hp Hau Hoa (3) i'/I5703), 
long a VC sanctuary, the villagers indicated booby trapped area, 
pointed out   the house of the VC chiof, and volunteered information 
on VC movement through the hamlet.     In Due Lap (Xr5505), and Ap 
Chanh (XX56OO5O), the children pointed out booby traps, 6Cfeim 
rounds, and grenade duds to the 1/2? Inf Recon Plat. 

(3)   Distribution of "Helping Hand" clothing, soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, USAID clothing, candy, ice, burgum, tablets, 
pencils, and handbags, greatly aided   in-changedgT-the-tttitüdd of the 
villagers throughout the AO, 

9.   Mission:   1/2? (-) conducts tactical motor march to AO 
I3O9OO June 1966; conducts S&D opns, combat patrols, and ambushes 
in Ao to locate and destroy VC forces and suor>lies; conducts combinsd 
opns with local ARVBforcös:... establish liaison with Hau Nghia 
Advisory Team (JCT5204); provide wire, pickets, and technical advice 
on installations to RF ard PF units in AO; conducts road improvement 
operations in AO from ja,585088 to JCr526043 and from xr526CI43 to 
XT525O4Ö; and conducts Road Runner opns in AO. 

10.   Concept of Operations 

a. 1/27 Inf (-) (Wolfhounds) conducts S&D operations vie 
Ap Hau Hoa (XT575703 ) for approximately three (3) weeks beginning 
130900 June 1966,    Operations will be conducted in four    (4) phases: 

(1) Phase I:   1/27 Inf (-) (Wolfhounds) security 
plus quartering party escorted by 1/5 Mech elcnent. conducts motor march 
from base camp to fwd dof base,  (JCP570044)»   lit—nt■ ^i|3»\; 
sweep bn base site and secure for arrival of main body, 

(2) Phase II:   1/2? Inf (•) (Wolfhounds) main body plus 
attachments conducts motor march from base camp to Ap Hao Hoa (3). 
Co A will occupy southern half of the base defense perimeter.   Co C 
will occupy northern half,    Bn truckmaster will muster empty trucks 
for return to Cu Chi.    AT plat will begin security checks of civilians 
residing   west of perimeter, ■ 

CONFIDENTIAL ,'.•'•   1 

!>4| 
'   "••■■■.     .'7i   *' 

1      I 

i 

11 
■ 

■7 

»• I 



« 

(3) Phase III:    1/2? Inf conducts-S&D operAtions '^    . 
in AO to incluae day and night patrols, aubushes, village searches, 
destruction of VC forces and supplies, and a vigorous CA program, 

(4) Phase IV;    1/2? Inf returns to Cu Chi, "' 

11,    Execution:   The 1st Bn 27th Inf (Wolfhounds) was tasked 
by CO, 2d Brigade, 25th Inf Div, to conduct search and destroy 
operations in Due Hoa District, Hau Nghia Province, for approx- 
imately three (3) weeks conmencing 13 Juno 1966,    (2d Brigade 
OPORD 27-66 yvdtd 10 June 1966),    CO, 1st M, 27th Inf planred a 
concept of operation and issued Bn OPORD 6-66 (Operation Santa 

•   Fe) at 120730 June 1966.    The plan envisioned 3n TF (2 Companies 
plus attachments) moving by motor convoy to establish a fwd base 
North of up Hau Hoa (3) (jCr5700A4).    Upon establishment of bn 
base, TF1/27 Inf was to conduct search and destroy opns throughout 
A0 Sante Fe for a period of approximately three weeks.    Where 
practical, combined opns with ^JIVK forces would be conducted. 
Road Runner, Ca, road,and installation construction projects 
would be incorporated into the general plan. 

a,    1st Bn 27th Inf( Wolf hounds) conducted motor march 
to vie Ap Hau Koa beginning 130808 hrs to initiate its participatiion 

in operation Sante Fe,    The security elements and quartering party 
departed base cemp (Cu Chi) at 130808 hrs and"   arrived at bn fwd 
defense basest 130935 hrs.    At 08A7 hrs, the main body crossed 
the SP and at- 1050 hrs the battalion task force closed battalion 
operational area.   Bn CP was established at AT570O44.    Bl/27 Inf 
remained in base camp Cu Chi and assumed responsibility for 
defense of 1/27 Inf base camp perimeter1, •, 

b.    131800 - 1418ÖÜ June 1966:    1/27 Inf established 
eight (8)   night ambushes in «0 Sante Fe.    ut 132235 hrs, 
^jabush Sardine (XT56OO42), received ineffective fire froir.-an 
automatic   weapon and carbine.    The firing eppeared to originate 
from vie Xr5 59047.    The ambush   did not rot urn fire, but 6 rourüs 
of 81mm mortar fire wer« called in with undetermined results, 
ioabish Sardine moved approximately 50 ueters and no further con- 
tact was made during the night,    nil othor ambushes h*d negative 
contact,    ht 140630 hrs, the Re con plat with attached iinginoer 
mine detector   team, moved out to secure Route Blue fron base camp 
to road intersection at 21555053 - clearing the area 500 meters on 
either side of the road.    The unit returned to bn fvd uefense 
base at 141135 hrs.    Negative contact was made and no tunnels or VC 
supplies were found,    ht 141415 hrs, attached RRU unit reported homing 
in on a   suspected VC transmitter located at ^567039.    3^1/27 Inf. 
was dispatched to the suspected site.    ..fter a thorough search,- the 
element reported that it was unable to locate the transmitter and 
returned at 141545 hrs. 
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£4nbu«»iea in ;ko ;x»nte Fe,   -.11 u-ibusaes re..-ut(sa nfi&ätÄvo coac.. et, 
•t 142155 i^s bn-fvu defense base xt;C3i.veu small arms fire (carbine), 
automatic weapons fire, rifle g. en- des, ana 6Ctan mortar fire frcm 
vie jCr568040,    1/27 Inf forces replied with small arms, and 40 ras 
from 81mm mortar platoon,   Results wexe unknown.   There wei-e no 
frienaly casualties.   At 150700, the ^econ rldt with attached mine 
detector team, moved out to secure r^oute xJlue from Bn fwa base camp 
to road intersection at Xr555053,   The road was securea by 150830, 
and the attached engineer clement moved out to help construct the 
AAVN outpost at Due lap airstrip*    ^t 150701, one AäM i-iech Co, the • 
1/10 , and a rifle comparer frcm the ÄhVtf 4/49 Bn moved out of Ap Bao 
Trai to a blocking psn S of hau Hoa (3;, (AT575Q30;.   At 150900, T? 
1/27 Inf corauienced sweep south towrrcts the objective ere« (Ap riau Hoa), 
Numerous mines and booby traps were discovered ana destroyed, but 
no contact was made with VG elements.   A thorough search of tne area 
and an extensive interrogation wf the population by the AftVN "Go Team" 
yielded negative results.   The ää^ blocking force to the south 
effectively se^lea off the areü, and no on© we.s allowed to pass 
through the force without proper credentials,    TFl/27 inf returned 
to Bn fwd defense base at 151440, and the AttVä blocking force was 
released for their return toBao Trai at 151445,    ihe engineer element 
completed the earth work portion of their construction project at 
Due Lap airstrip,   AT543049, and returned to the Bn fwa base camp at 
151515»    1/27 Inf elements eontinueü to secrch for a VC transmitter 
reported earlier to be in close proximity to base camp.   The trans- 
mitter was not locdtea» 

d,    151300 - 161800 Jun 66:    1^1/27 Inf establisnea six night 
ambushes in AO bante ?e.   All ambushes reported negative context except 
Ambush Hawk Cft'S^lQJß)*   At 152155, Ambusn aawk saw 5-6 TO moving 
in line formation from 3»» to ambush site,   kortar-concentrations w^re 
fireci    Results unknown.   At 160300, ^rab^sh nawk receiveu small 
arms fire, antcnatic weapons file, possible üO fire   and 5-7 rifle' 
grenades fraa the South, Southwest, e^na oouthecst,   aortarscwere-..-   • . 
fired with undetermined results.   There were no friendly casualties. 
At 160700, the hecon -flrt moved out to secure ^toute Jlue from base 
camp to road intersection at ^555053,    The road w^s securea at 
160800 and the attached engineer element moved out'to assist in. the 
construction of the AA/W outpost at Due lap airstrip.   At 160^30, ' 
TFl/27 Inf began a sv/eep south towards ^p riau Hoa Xr579035/thQ Bn 
Obj for the day,    Numerous gren&ae booby traps and AT mines were 
discovered ana destroyed, cna approximately 60 •'L« Sihapea trenches 
were filled.   At 161024, 1/27 Inf receiveu small cims fire fraa an 
estimatea 2 vC from Loc JCr5Q30^7,   At 161Q37, 0o A received adaitional 
carbine fire frexn estimated 4 snipers at location vie JCr579026, and 
Xr574036t   A1/27 Inf maneuvered elements, but snipers could not be 
located.    Intelligence information from villagers indicatea that 
apprcodii^tely 5 VU aimed with rifles and pistols belts with aaimo 
had been in the area, but had not fireu and moved southward when US 
forces approached. 
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iJ'tor securing ..p Hr.u Ko^, e-ctbiiSivu Kodcr.p c-nu Holplng hi.d 
activities w TO concuctoci ^.nc1 sr^llpox innoculaticns w^rö rcaalxta»! 
ist..;rcd to incd >nous pcvsonndl cnroujicut t <. aror.    u£ plr.toon 
supportjd b-r Kr.tional Police continued to ..cro^n am ch^ck all 
civilirji punorinol passing 1/2? Inf checkpoint at Äl,5i.704'r. 
tt, tot.il of SO ViütncxiöSü civilirns were'checked, «H hw* proper 
it ntificrtion carc^e, 

e.    101600 - 171800 Juno 66:   ^'l/*? iwf es^rblishod 
six ni;ht rjnbu'jh.-s in ^.0 -rintü Fö,   All -?rbuih^s reported n-g'tiva 
contact,   ^t 16^156 hrs, 'I/l/k? Infeloiaenti on bn 2vrddv.ranse 
base p.;riiiiGtor notod 1 VC in vie .a,5?2QifÜ.    Thro« h-79 rounds 
v/wrc fircc,    A thorou h Sw.'.rch of t\]n "r^- at 170700 /r.ild to 
wvi-cl twf si^ic of VC.    ut 170700 hrs, the *iecen plrt uov^d cut 
to cocure rtovtc Bluo from hesa c^iap to rord intvsrsection rt -L1'55

ä 

5053.   'i'hü rood V;AS accuroa at 17^800 hrc, and the *vtt chid cn.t 
incor platoon !uovv.d out to assist 5JI thö ccn-'cruction of th« uiW 
outpost r.t thb Luc Lfp airstrip and u. continue ro.-.d ii:;provt2L;ünt 
cp^rrtions botween j>uc Lap fcW* the bn fwd djfunt>c b:?ö.    In vie 
i;uc Lap intorsection (^5^505* )# tho Wiglnwdr pi:tcon destroyed 
3 grai tfc>s and 1 /*T uinu,   Tho jjrdn.v es wc tne «1' iid. e appeared 
to have been laid the nijht before,    Oi interest, is ohe f.ct 
thc".t t.:© -ocation of the :;r^naces inu lir^-a were pcint^a out to 
tho Ü.' forces by chilc.rcn who were pL-yin^ in tn^ irec.    It 
app^ara   chat the intensive x.eccap   ctivities vaueh h d been 
cone.uctec uhrott^hout «c oeuutä fo by 1/27 xnf forces h.e iic.ee. a 
u; rkeu mpression on Lhe indiienous popu.-i.tion, emu h.d served 
to Suren^then Ih sna «jiVi  influence ehrou.hout the area,    :X 
170630 hours, (Jo A vnci Cc  0 iwOVcd out on £ s^eep to the aji aüd iW 
i'üspoctivcly,    1 iLivi-ous booby tr.:,ps   -nci rifle gren'des \-i..ro loc- 
ated ana destroj^L-d by both OOCkpAnivB,    *.t 171114 nrs, 01/27 Inf 
encountered sniper fire frora two snipers vie ^'581022,    01/27 Inf 
return.4 with SLir.ll ^ms sSL ■ rtiller?^.    01/^7 L'.f r^orted find- 
ing fresh blood on the trril at AS^ICCO« indie'tin^ p.t least 1 
VG K'L. (poss),    io further cont'.et vas report.x: by either cou iuagr 
fno both unix-s closed bn fwd defense, base by 1445 hr».    ä.Ctüii&i¥to 
i.ec.cap activities were conduct.id in Ap iLu ho.%'    .. total of 
112 personi':el wore treated,    All appeare.  to b« /ppr^ci-tivo ^r.d « 
extreru;.lv   happr to &oe the bn surgeon,    ihc BUtttsl trust which 
has enveloped between U   forces, AliT,  eler^ents, and the indig- 
euous population was re--dily app.. r-nt.    The vi la.jvrs openly 
offv^red inforrirticn to U-  forces on VC uoxen.ents ard activi-cicS, 
kt 17133^ hrs, « Viotn.-'n;jso Intelli.on e Agent accoi/p'nyinj; 
the hedeap 'feaiu, voported th. t a dwelling in ^p iiau hoe. at .wT57- 
7034, belonged to a VÜ hmlst Ciiiof, &ac h-.d beon visited by 
both the h'jnlet Chief and the \illf. ;e C'ai^f b..twe. n I624OO ^jid 
170J15 hrs,    AS ixibush Woi    st: blishoc ner.r the site th"t nii.ht 
in anticipations of a return visit, out the VG f aUd to return, 
'x'he Eoeon platoon conducted xto eru ner opns b tv.eer. i;uc U&p vtä 
ünc Hanh ö, ^'575075•    tit pi..toon supportvd by i.at «1 i

,olxco 
continuec to screen :xd check «-H civili.-n personnel p-osing 
1/27 Inf checkpoint at ,iI567Q44.   A total of 106 Viewi. nose 
civilians wore ch' ckee,    .dl hejü BrocK;r.idör^ification cpjroe. 



Bhf ;st."blishc;d 
fivy (5 ji^h'w-nWahos i^^ßwAÄ #3,& i*4eüQif?

-tfhrs, .^bush 
i.ustin (J2rS57054)/ reptrted "that it ^had been hit by automatic 
ccrbinü fire and that there"was I'US Wi^   TV/O^APC^ fran; attached 
5th libch platQOR wcrfi ciöpatchöc to ov.icuctw p.-.trol,   'rho wounc^d 
individur.i clad cnrouto to bn fwd c.efür.SG tesö,    ^t 160715 hr?, 
Äocon plat uiovcd out to s«curü Houtd Bluu f cm bn   f.rc defonso 
base to roid intersüCtion vie AT555053.    The road v;-s s^curod at 
160&4 hrs,    At IßOSOO hrs, co^priJ.c)S u cjiC C wert, idrliftca freu, 
dc.'^nsa baso to B?.o CnhKa loc vie *T5< lOO?,»    /airlift consisted 
of thirty-throe LiH-Ii/ lifts, r-nd was conducted in v highly ordurlv 
and expocitious fashion.    At Li Rod, »cuth of J3;?.O Caiih he, TFl/i? • 
Inf (-) exited th«i choppiirs ^na quicklv düploy^   into the wooc.linö 
on thy souiiacrn od^ö of the objective.    j»t 180&;0 h s, 1/1/27 Inf 

(-) COTCionccd its sw^cp fron* S to I* with ettoohod 1/5 iiöch plat 
positiontiu Ivorth of the hraolot as a blocking forco.   The initial 
civili.'ui rö'Xtion a.-poarcd to be one; of surprise,    Hovicv^r, upon 
qu-stionin,'j; the villagers, it was loanwt. th^t the VC with loud- 
spoakers had   been t xou-ih the obj area on the ni ht of 17 Juno, 
aid had   uamed the villagers that US troops wculc be ontoring 
the   rea on 18 June.    Villagers v; jre also inforr.kod that thuy were 
to rauain incoors-because the area would be booby trappec,    Infor- 
iiation received also report^d there wore 2C-30 VC in Bao Gar*h 
Iva on 16 June 1966,    Only one booby trap was found   in itao Cnnh Iva 
It was. desttpyed in plSi.ce«v   Four VC were captured vie /J556015. 
ant a total of 8 VCS wore detained.    MV U'n49 hrs, ä /iV Inf 
encountered automatic sniper fire frou an ecti&etod 3 VC   .•    ffiV« 
7018,    Al/27 If«/ vn^aged the snipers and h&c.« a thorou;h s.arch 
of zh. area, but was not able to locate ' C.    ut *• .3^ ■■?■■» '' «JPC 
froci ..Sth huch plat hit an iX Ldno at jCr5620 2,    he dfloefo was done 
to vehicle or personnel.    Cl/27 Inf ane ä1/P7 Inf closed bn fWd 
def bfsc at 161226 hrs and 1C1350 hrs respectively,    ßo c.runner 
opne were contiuctOi. between br.se cri;p anc Duc^Hdnh B^by, the Recoa» 
Plat,    At plat supportod by ktlORQl Folien continued to .screen 
cm. check all civilian personnel paveini; l/i? Inf checkpo nt  at 
^T56 0/+4;    A total of 80 personnel were eh eked.    iJ.1 personnel 
chtckod out saticfactorilv, 

g.    1618Ü0 - 191600 June 1966:   TFI/l? Inf «itibllehod A 
n. ght f.L;bu;hes ii;. ;.0 uant« Fc.    .Xl ax-bu^hes r.^pcrt^d ne*? tiv.. 
contact.    Üb 190715 hrs, Recon Pl't uovoc. cut to secure Houtu Blue 
fror, bn fwd o.f base to ro.';d intersection:   at /:r555053»    The rorx; 
was secured at 19^00 hrs, -'.nc. ehe l-.Vj<,cap eXueumt s cui- d   by 1st 
plat, äI/27 Inf,-. proteedöd to" hnc. Haioh A- and B to carrjrout Medcap 
activities,      * totrl of 176 patients w.-rc tr^rtec*    Elwuer.t rwturnod 
to fwd b se caiap at 191200 hrs.    At 190i:00 hrs, C1/27 Inf Bk0V«id 
froa fwd base Cc^p to Obj Kitty, vie AT6Ü3O25 to cc..cuet oui^ oper- 
ations .^sainot a Fuspeetui VU force,    ^.t 190650 hrs, Cl/27 Inf 
stated th^t villagers ropoioted 4 VC runnina across fiole vie XT59- 
7036.    HulicopW recon failed to loerte VC.    A 190948 hr-, 01/27 
Inf r-.coiveu sniper fire frou vie Xi'604030,    .j-ty lire wes placed 
on suspvcted VC locations,   Results undotoruin-. d,    /ron 191002 ers 
to 191U30 hrs sniper fire tfas.refleived fron.   Obj Kitty,   A thorough 
search of the area, however, produced i. .gatiVw results,    el/27 Inf 
die: locate a biiildin^ complex on Obj Kitty which r^i ^ht hMe at one 
tiue housesd a VC hospita.1 vith a 3J-40 patient capacity,    iricie.t: ;ns 
w-^ra thi»t it hpd rojjJII^B u^cirf^^wnilOT^Tr   Ä  W 
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Cl/27 Inf returned to Bn fwd defense base at 1615.    B1/27 Inf conducted 
sweep between Due Hanh A and fln fwd defense base ccuMencins 191134. 
Wo VG contact was made, but 5 \fcS were detsinea vie Xr53005S. Bl/27 inf 
found approxmkvtely 20 bamboo st; kes witn attached ;jropc: gönda leaflets 
along the road vie Xr578049.   The stykes :Appe:ored .freshly"plaiited, 
AT platoon supported by Hat1! j.-'olice continuea to screen aua cueck 
all civilian personnel passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at ^567044. 
A total of 110 personnel were checked,    AIJ. perso-inel checked out 
satisfactorily,   hoad runner oper^tjions ware conauctea between 
base and Due Hanh B by üecon i^l-toon. 

h.    191800 - 201800 Jun 66:    T/l/27 Inf estAblisaea 7 night 
ambushes in Au oanto Fe.    All ambusxies repoitod negative contact. 
At 200430, rFl/27 Inf (-) moved out on S&D mission to Ubj Get vie 
jCr609001,    At 200600 attachou hech plat deprrt*a Jn fwa acfense 
base to act a. a blocking force da of UbJ C*t.    At 0655* Bl/27 lüf 
received sniper fire from AT603022,    Friendly casualties:  1 uiA, 
1 \ilk%   TPl/27 Inf returned fircwith unknows'Yesuits,   i.t 200715, 
the decision was made to expand the ün obj to incluae the hamlet 
ccmplex to the S5 df ObJ Oat,    At 200755 several booby trap signs 
and a VC trench network were uncoverea vie XT699022.    At 0802  hrs, 
8 7CS were detained   t ii.T609022 - two of which l^ter proveu to be 
VGC«    One VCG stated that he had hidden a weapon under his bed. A 
thorough search of his nut procmcea negrtive results.    At 
100930, TFl/27 Inf wheelou north and sv.ept tne operational area 
again.    Successive sweeps N to S and E to « produced neg- tive re- 
sults.    At 200945, TFl/27 Inf encountereu aaaitional /w trencaes 
and booby trap-.sign8,    At 1115, after the objective had bean 
thoroughly searched, TFl/27 Inf with attached wech Pl=t movea m 
to Obj Cat, where 31/27 Inf suffered 1 siigntly MA by a booby 
trap,    TFl/27 commenced return m=.rch to Bn fwd defense b.se at 
1315.    Lnroute to base camp, Bl/27 Inf located a fully darned 
CHICOi claymore.    It was set up and rec?dy to fire.    'I'n^ cL'.ymore 
vras brought back to Bn fwd defense base.    TFl/27 Inf closed at 
1520,    At 200810 hours vie AT570045, a GrilOUa claymore wc:s 
found and dotoneted approx 50 meters in front of the perimeter, 
sligiting wounding 1 US soldier.    A thorough search of the .-.rea 
was conaucttid anv. a CHlCu. battery ana 300 meters fo detonating 
wire were found.   Kedoap wis conauctea i?-t Ap Chc'nh (3) vie äT5590^3, 
Approximately 79 patientswere troatod, ' JtX piUt suppoxtea b/ wat'l 
Police contlnuuu to check all civilian personnel passing 1/27 Inf 
checkpoint at AT567044. 

i,    20',000 - 211800 Jun 66: TFl/27 Inf established 4 ^ight 
ambushes in AO osnte Fe.   All issbushtt reportea no^tivc; contact. 
At 210715, iiecon ^1 t moved out to secure itoute Blue from base camp 
to road intersoction at -ftT555053,    *toad was secured at 210745. 
At 210815, Bn itecon Plat rcportcu t.V.t small cnildrcn at Due lap 
intersection were reporting the location of ola to haad grenades 
and 6Ctam mortar duds. 
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Between the hours of 1815 and 0950,a total of 22 hand grenaces, 
one grenade booby trap, 16 6CfcKi duds, and two 155inr.i cuds wore found 
rnd destroyoc".,    h% 210Ö00 hrs, B1/27 Inf niovcd by motor convoy to 
detruck point locotec XT526e42.    Upon reaching destination, B1/27 
Ihf discounted and began a two pronged sweep East utilizing one plat 
to the North and one plat to the South,    nt 210937 hrs, vie jQ",551- 
030, BI/27 Inf encountered   booby trapptx  signs.    One   boobv trap 
was destroyed.    Two US VilA occurrod as n result of tripping grenace 

booby traps.        Two VCS wore detc.incsd and brough back to base.    One 
proved to be VCC, anu when questioned gave much intelligence infor» 
mat ion   to MID,    This information included names,   orgns, anc opns f 
of VC in area.    Attached Medcap Team treated 6 villagers enrouwe to 
base camp.    The people   encountered during the sweep appeared very 
friendly to US poi sonnel,   Bl/27 Inf closed base camp at 211 "145 hrs. 
At   210945 hrs, 16 RRU reported picking t>p jignsis from a VC trans- 
mitter at AT557080.    3B1/5 heoh was   dispatched to investigate but 
was unable to locate the   transmitter.   Recon   plat conductt.c a];:. 
Rcadrunner opn from Due Hanh B to base camp.    AT plat supported by 
kitional Polico continued to screen and chock   all civilian personnel, 
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at .XT567044.    A   total of 50 persons 
checked out satisfactorily. 

j,    211800 - 221800 Juno 1966:    TF1/27 Ihf established 
;       4 night ambushes in hO Sante Fe.    At 212010 hrs. Ambush   Tiger, XT589- 

043, noted 7 VC walking alon^ the trail towards their   ambush site. 
When the VC were approx 30 meters from the ambush site,    US forces 
opened up with M-16 and hand grenrdes, resulting in 2 VC   dead (poss). 
The VC did not return the fire although the ambush   patrol did rucoivc 
fire   from huts located vie XT588042 and XT595038.    The VC ran towards 
the East anc! the US patrol called in 81 mm mortar fire.    The ambush 
pntrol relocatec to XT589044,    A thorough search conducted in the 
area during the morning produced negative results.    At k 12013 hrs. 
Ambush Sheep vie XT559051, received a short burst from an automatic 
Weapon vie XT560053.    Fire was not returned.    At 212023 hrs, the 
ARVft outpost at XT577074, received SA fire North of oitpott«    At 
211943 hrs, the hn perimeter received 4 incoming rds from vie XT57- 
2040,   Fire was returned with K-79.   Results unknown.   At 220845 hrs, 
3B1/5 Mech plat departed base emp to set up blocking psns SE of Ap 
Tram Loc vie Xr636044.   At 220905 hrs, a two (2) company airlift 
commenced, and by 220945 all elements h-id arrived at LZ»   Movement 
thru the obj was slow, and the entire t--ea was thoroughly searchüd. 
At approx 221030 hrs sniper fire was received vie JCr622033.    Fire 
was   returned.    Results unknown,    nt 221450 hrs, 01/27 Ihf touched 
off.two booby traps (XT622033) and sustained one WlA.    Dustoff evacuated 
WXiLat 1520; jjfcsu.- .^,    At XT602033, ^21410 hrs, 01/2? Inf again received 
SH fire,    3Ö1/25 hech t.eployed but could not locate VC.    * total of 
two VCS were picked up in the A0.    TF1/27 Inf was extracted at 221530 
hrs, vie JCr6l9033. 351/5-Mech", which was being used'as a blocking fprce, 
located a cache of approx 1500 lbs of rice, vie XT622033.    The rice 
was brought   back to base,   AT plat supported by National Police con- 
tinu.d to screen and check all personnel passing 1/2? Inf checkpoint 
at XT567044.    A total of 50 pe.sons were chucked.    All checked out 
satisfactorily. 
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k.   221800 0 231800 Jun 1966:   TFl/27 Inf established 5 night 
ambushes in A0 Sante Fe.    AID. ambushes reported negative contact 
e:ncept Ambush Yankee.    At 230730 hrS| i-mbush Yankee (Recon platoon), . 
reported seeing 30 civilians gathering at Xr609031.    As the Recon 
plat maneuvered towards vie Xr609031, in order to better observe 
what was taking place, it received 4 rds of sniper fire from vie 
JCr609032.    Additional fire was received from ^'618020, resulting 
in one US WIA.     Bh CO ordered ütjf Mech-iplrtpon to *proceed~±o Eecon 
location to aid engaged element,    5th Mech and Recon platoon cleared 
area from where sniper fire originated with the help of two gun- 
ships vvhich arrived at 230943,    A thorough search of the area was 
made with regativs results.    However, 2 VC women were detained   and 
returnvd to base comp for interrogation,   Mech and Recon platoons 
reached base caijp at 231148.    At 230536, Bl/27 Inf moved to village 
vie Xr554033.   The village was sealed off, and a thorough search 
of the?.area was conducted.   The entire opn was so well executed that 
the villagers were caught bpmpletely by surprise* ;lNot a single 
villager managed to escape the cardon which was placed around the 
village.    The search netted a total of 10 VCS   detainees and 5 VCS, 
VCS and VCC detainees were transported to base camp fwd for inter- 
rogation.    Bl/27 Inf returned to base camp at 231045 hrs.    Cl/27 Inf 
was airlifted to Bao Canh Na, 'XT562008 at 230822 hrs.    No VC contact 
was made, and tho company proceeded with its p-'cification and Med- 
cap opns.    A total of   47 patients were treat-jd.    2 VC were detained 
at ^62017 and 0562010,    01/27 Inf returnea to base camp at 1500 hrs, 
AT   platoon supported by Nat '1 Police continutc to check and screen 
all civilians passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at .U5670A4.   A total   of 
60 personnel checked out satisfactorily. 

!•   231800 - 241800 June 1966:   TFl/27 Inf established 4 
night ambushes in A0 Sante Fe,    All ambushes reported negative 
contact.    At 231950 hrs, fwd defense base received 6 probing rounds from 
BAR and rifle grenadeß from vie XT574043.    Fire was returned with 
M-79 and 81 mm mortars.    Results unknown,   ;.t 240540 hrs ambush Eagle, 
(Co B - Xr5580l7) reported that it had 1 WL, from a booby trap 
which it had encountered on return to fwd defense base.   WIA 
was evacuated to Cu Chi.      At 24O8OO, Bl/27 Inf was airlifted from 
base camp fwd to LZ Bravo, XT612034,   The entire air movement was 
well coordinated aid executed»   No VC contact was made during Bl/27 
Inf opn.    Very few indigenous people were seen during the sweep. 
Bl/27 Inf returned to fwd defense base at 1410 hrs,    Cl/27 Inf com- 
naaenced move south to ObJ X, XT581024, at 0830 and reached the ObJ 
area at 0915.    Several freshly planted grurade booby traps were 
encountered   at XT580025,    Two US WL» by booby traps were reported at 
241015,   WIA's were evacuated to Cu Chi.   A total of 5 bpoby Jtraps 
were destroyed within Obj X, and two VCS were detainees were taken from 
XT581024 at 241030,    Cl/27 Inf returned to base camp at 241515 hrs. 
The-attached 5th Mech platoon was released from TFl/27 Inf control 
effective 241200 hrs,    1A3/4 Cav platoon replaced tho 5th Mech platoon., 
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At 240820 hrs, Recon Plat reported that children in the vie of XT55- 
6053 were again pointing out hand grenaues and mortar duds.    The 
children pointed out a total of 1  CBU bomb, 7 hand grenades> and 2 
6Cbim duds.    All were destroyed in placü,    Medcap Team was dispatched 
to Ap Chanh (3) vie AT^üQ47 at 240900 hrs, to treat the indigenous per- 
sonnel,    A total ©f "K'ö patients were treated.    All appeared extremely 
appreciative of the help rendered them by the US personnel, AT platoon 
supported   by Nat'1 Police,   continued to screen and check all civilians 
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint at X£5670lfy,    A total of $5 personnel 
checked out satisfactorily, • 

m,    241800 - 251800 June 1966:   TFl/27 Inf established 
4 night ambushes in AO Sante Fe.    All ambushes reported negative 
contact.    At 241942 hours, Bl/27 Inf received 3 probing BJt rds from 
vie XT573042.    Bl/27 Inf returned with M-79, SA, ani Slum mortars. 
Results unknown.    At 0853 hours, the Medcap Tm comnencod opns at 
Obj B, Xom My Tau, ^568059* after it had been secured by Bl/27 Inf, 
A total of 58 patients were treated.    When Medcap had been completed, 
Bl/27 Inf continued with its sweep to the KE thru Xom Ljic Vien (2), 
vie XT580063, and returned to bn forward defense base.    No VC con- 
tact was made nor were any fidn^s or booby traps encountered.    The 
people appeared friendly throughout the sweep,    Cl/27 Inf commenced 
pacification of Ap Hau Hoa (3) at 250815 hrs.    The people in the 
village stated that at 241930 hrs, a platoon of VC had altered the 
village to check on the possibility of constr-icting a roadblock 
on the main road, and that 3 VC decided to fire 3 rounds at the 
1/27 Inf perimeter.    When 1/27 Inf returned fire, the VC changed 
the plans and moved out of the village.    This would coincide with 
the firing which 1/27 Inf experienced at 241942 hrs.   While paci- 
fication operations were being conducted, a number of ARVN and US 
advisory personnel visited Ap Hau Hoa, and observed the MedcaJTTa 
administer aid to some of the 144 patients treated in the hamlet 
that day.    At 2511100 hrs, 1 APC from 1A3/4 2:LV, which had been given 
the mission of screening the road from bn forward defense base, 
south to ^(1580022, fell into a tank trap vie ja^72040.   Dimensions \   -* 
were 16' X 14' X 6'.    The vehicle   was pulled out of the trap undam- 
aged,    1 V/IA resulted (broken jaw and ribs), and was evacuated to 
Cu Chi,   3 booby traps were found at JCr578035 at 1425 hrs, resulting 
in 1 US ^IA,    8 "L" shaped trenches were also destroyed at samie , 
location.    At 1330 hrs, vie Xr578035> Cl/27 Inf destroyed 2 small 
bunkers and 1 VC house.    Bjy 1520 hrs, Cl/27 Inf had completed the 
pacification of Ap Hau Hoa and returned to base canp.   Throughout 
the opn, Recon platoon continued to secure the road from case 
camp to Due Lap.    At IO3O hrs, Recon platoon found a sm/.Il child on 
the road approx 200 meters north of the perimeter, vie XT55704Ö,    The 
child was dead and was turned over to his parents who evacuated him 
to Bao Trai. 
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A. night a.bushes in ;.0 Sonte Fc.   -.t 2i>1814 hrs, one of tho .iPC's 
tho.t was carrying «abush VJolf to its or^bush site hit an JT nine, 
vie JCIS53038.    ..FC was badly douaged and 8 IjUwcye sustained.   A VTR 
WSM called in to help extract thu douagad iPC.    .ii ovacittion chopper 
was also called in to remove the wounded.    The .hPC could not be ex- 
tracted.    One reinforced rifle squad fron ßl/27 Inf "was ciispatched 
at i9$0 hrs to help provide security for the 3/4 Cav plat.    Vehicle 
v/as extracted tho next morning and the security eleuent returned to 
Bl/27 Inf,    At 260530 hrs, Bl/27 Inf moved out"to secure the village 
of hip Bao Sen (2; vie .£1556025,   Bl/27 Inf cad« a thorough search 
of the area and detained a total of 25 VCS for quastionir-g (17 detainees, 
8 VCS).   Once secured, pacification and kedcap opns were undortaKen 
by the iJlVi. "Gro Tesja" and Ub medical pers.    The people were most 
responsive to the pacification opns and welcomed the i-Iedcap pers, A 
total of 94 patients were treated.    At 260920 hr^Bl/27 Inf moved 
N to Ap Bao Sen (l) vie XT554032.   Pacification opnsvwere again 
conducted with tho same general response,    A total of 1!1A personnel 
were treated by Medcap pers,    Co sustained one .■•IA (slightly) 
from booby trap vie Xr557036.    Bl/27 Inf closed base camp-' at 261300 
hrs.    At 260700- hrs, Cl/27 Inf was airlifted to LZ at iCr626055. 
Aircraft reported automatic wpns fire from vie LZ.    However, Cl/27 
Inf reported negative contact upon landing,    Kum-.rous sampans , SA 
ammunition and mines were destroyed in Cl/27 Inf sweep to the \$i, 
3 grenade booby traps were destroyed.    Kotor convoydeparted base 
carp at 1500 hrJ and picked up Cl/27 Inf at the en tricking area, 
XT576077.    Cl/27 Inf closed base camp at 261555 hrs,   fog plat 
continued with road improvement' cp;s from bn fwd def base to   Due 
Lap commencing 261300 hrs.    i-.T plat supported by Katie ml Police 
continued to check and screen all civilians passing 1/27 Inf 
checkpoint at Xr567044.    A total of 37 personnel were checked.    All 
chocked out satisfactorily. 

0,    26lb00 - 271800 June 1966:   TF1/27 Inf estabUshed 4 
night ambushes in uO Sante Fe,    At 270700 hrs, 1 plat of Cl/27 Inf 
moved to XCQ Uf Tau, v.c xr568Q49» and Go Cao, vie XT543042, with 
the mission of searching the area.    Plat at Mjy Tau   reported negative 
contactand returned to base camp at 0940 hrs*. The platoon searching 
Go Cao detained 1 VCS vie Xr5440WL.    Another VCS was detained at 
JCr544046,    iio VC contact was made and the element returned to base 
camp at 27L230 hrs,    iX 270630 hrs, Bl/27 Inf moved with the OMk 
"Go Toan" to search end secure tho village of Giongioc väc XT583015» 
ikt 0910 hrs, while enroute to obj area, Bl/27 Inf received sniper 
fire vie Xr5750t- 0 from an estimated 3-5 VC,    VC wore engaged but 
results unknown.    At 121Ü hrs, Bl/27 Inf appretended 4 VCS at 
XI57O020and at 1030   an additional 6 VCS plus the wife &pd 3- 3 
children of a confirmed VC were apprehended.    At 1100 Iprs, blood 
and expended carbine rounds were found vie JCr57öL20,    Villagers 
stated that 2 VC had been seen dragging '•"ÖT a badly wounded comrade^ 
(1 VC KIA, poss).    SA fire was agiin received at 1105 hrs from 
vie Xr575Q12.    Bl/27 Inf t-ngaged and pursued, snipers bit were unable 
to track down VC,   When Bl/27 Inf finally arrived at Giong Loc, it 
made a thorough search of the area with negative results. 

/3 

CONFIDENTIAL 



stVolishcd 
5 nij,ht riAbushv-s in ^0 ^antc Fo.    i.t 282^,10, ^jubush Purple located 
at -Cr551034> Ja:-dci contact with a Ir.rjO VC iorco uatlnatou to havo 
consisted of seventy (70) VC.    When the an ^ Jiont h^n, firing 
could be heard at the bi.;ttall.:x ctofenso b'cc.    Radio contact was 
lost bctwe n patrol cit.d parent company Ixu-ciately,    Al/27 Inf 
fired filac uortars t?.round anbush locrtions xdth unknown results, 
*vT 282315 hri, the battalion r scion force, nj/27 Inf v/as 
ordered to go aid assist tue patrol«    Mil/27 Inf departed v/ire 
at battalia   defense base at 282345 hrs, and reached the at:bush 
location at 290113 hrs,    1^1/27 Inf mctfo no^ativo contact with 
both VC element and the I/o nr.;bush,    1^1/27 Inf cntinued to 
search for the n^bush until 290345 hours, at vhich tinw it 
returned to thu battalion d^fense base due to intense darkness, 
;J/27 Inf deprrtcd the battalion defense base at first light 
to continue the search for ambush Purple,    ht 290705 hrs, AI/27 
Inf    encountered a soldier who claimed to be a survivior of the 
atibush group bein^ sou ht, but could not provide ai.y inforti tion 
as to what happened.    At 290822 hours, the Bn S-3 sighted the 
lost anbush from the air vie -»1551034.    Ke notified CO .il/27 Inf, 
who was on the ground approximatlely 2^0 netcs av/ay.    i-J.1 12 patrol 
r.ieubers were'.dead.    They haa L;:Ce contict with a superior sized 
VC force'and had been ovorwhwlui^d An position.    -.1/27 inf e&llwd 
for Lustoff to remove the dead,    ij/27 Inf coixienced a search of 
all houses and growth in the area fcr si^ns of VC.    huch blood 
was founa in the vie of the anbush site indicating that Uo troops 
killed uany VC,    Al/k? Inf continued to search area within 1500 
noters of the cuubush site, apprehenaing three VC3 at 291015 hrs 
vie .;T542026,    Al/27 Inf   returned to bn fwd defense bf.-e at 
291115 hrs,    uX 0LOO hrs, B1/27 Inf reeeivea tue nd^sion of 
assisting in Swa ch of VC who had hit .xibush Purple.    Bl/27 Inf 
nov d to vie AT564009, Bao Canh ^a, coneucted a search of the 
villagers, swept I to vie   .T583Ü15, and headed W to base caup, At 
291050 hrs,    Bl/27 Inf apprehended 3 VC. vie Xr56l045 at 1245 hrs, 
and counencwd a search 1000 inters either side of Route 9 up to 
Bao Trai (jCr526044).    Cl/27 Inf apprehended 8 V0J at 1410 hrs and 
closed Bn forward defense   base atl  5^ hrs.    4/49 iüVi^j swept 
area W of A0 Sante Fo,    34th   KVh Ra-.^er swept . of ^0 Sante Fc 
bounded by coord 5500, 5597, 5ß97, SM,   Ncno of the units part- 
icipating in the search for the VC who ftttaeked ;.i.bush Purple v;ero 
able to locate anything of significant value, 

q.    291800 - 301 OCX) June 1966: TFt/27 Thf established 4 night 
anbush^s in AC fcante Fe,    i.t 300340 hrs, .-.üaush Tig^r UT558O4O; 
spctt..d    15-30 apprexii'-'tely 500 r..oters KN of nibush site* 
AT 0430 hrs, the sarac rxJbush not..4 what they believed to be a squad 
sized unit   moving toward a^pearby!woodline*.-. .8Jmm mortar fire'-was called 
in, ajid the area was kept unccrsurveillance. 
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AT&lShrs^/xibush Tigur found 1  VC  ,KLt {BÖ), 1  VC ..L., an-:. 2 VCS 
Vür.4en,    Blood was found in the iLoiicciate vicinity of the site indi- 
cating that more VC were KIu«    «iribush Tiger returnee, to case casip at 
080o hrs,    i«nbxash Tiger results:    8 VC Itu (poss), 1  VC KL* (BC), 
anc. 3 VCw apprehended 0 VCC and 2 VCo)«    J/27 Inf departed base 
perimeter at 0730 hrs for S&D opns in Bao Canh ha (XT562C09).    «t 
0745 hrs, i»l/27 Inf   destroyed    1  freshly   planted bcoby trapped 
grenrde vie ^569035.    Al/27 Inf reported that woman stateu that VC 
in area had wameu people to    stay out of rice p c.eios because they 
were mintd and booby trapped,    A thorough search of Bao Canh Ka 
produced negative results,    Bl/27 Inf   (-^parted fwd d..f base at 
0752 hrs by motor convoy to psn Yankee (Xr5759079)> and ccnx.encod %' 
S&D   opns in KE -sector of ^0*    31/27 Inf apprehended a total of 10 
VCS during the opn.    Bl/27 Inf closed bn fwd d f base at 1410 hrs. 
C1/27 Inf departed base camp at 0615 hrs and   swept along grid line 
04 to coord 5404.    iit grid line 5404> the company   turned N and swept 
to road where they were picked up by motor convoy end returned to 
bn fwd def base at 1155 hrs.    .dong assignee, route, Cl/27 Inf    dest-. 
royed 1 booby trapped hand grenr.de vie XT55#?42.    " thorough    search 
of assignee* sector produced negative results,    Cl/27 Inf   departed 
bn fwd def base at 1530 hrs for base camp Cu Chi, rnd closed base camp 
Cu Chi at I63O hrs,    1i»3A cav, with' attaches. i.ine sweeper team from:-. 
Eng unit, cleared road between base csmp and rice mill vie Xr582023. 
1*3/4 Cav provided   flank security for return sweep of   nl/27 Inf, 
Eng plat conducted road improvement operations from base perimeter 
(XT570044) to Due Lap (Xr555053).    AT plat supported by   National 
Police continued to ch.ck ant. screen all civilians passing l/SJ Inf 
checkpoint at XT567044.    Ä total of 30 personnel were checked,    "I^JN. 
checked out satisfactorily,    /.t 0930 hrs the Mddoep Tm escorted by 
Recon plat moved to Due Hanh k to conduct hedcap operations.    A 
total of 90 patients were treated.    The hedcap team closed the bn 
fwd def base at 1250 hrs.    At 1435 hrs, Recon reported thc.t it had 
destroyed 1 6Cbm du;, and 3 hand grenades at .^556052,    Children in 
area had again pointed out the duds and grena-.es to the Recon Plat, 

r.    301800 Jun - 011800 Jul 1966:    TFl/27 Inf established 
4 night ambushes in A0 Santo Fe,    dt 010035 hrs, ambush hercec.es, 
XT563053, observed 4 VC by starlight setting up a mortar 600 meters 
away vie AT56905O,    Indirect fire was called and the VC dispersed. 
Results unknown.    At 010112 hrs, ijabush Kercedes observed 12-20 VC 
vie JCr569050,    4,2 mortar fire was called,    iA 010225, iiibush i-iercedes 
again observed, through the starlight, 7*^9 VC crawling in a rice p^ddy 
approximately 500 meters East of their location,    ijrtillery fire was 
called c,nd the VC ran toward a nearby troelino,    i-.t 010300 hrs, ixibush 
Mercedes saw 6-8 VC in the woodlino vie XI569O58.    61c&i mortar fire 
was called, VC dispersed, results unknown.    iX 010458 hrs, 1 plat, 
3/4 Cav and K1/27 Inf departed for ambush Mercedes location to make a 
thorough check of the area. 
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A total of 14 VCS were found in vie XT562030,    The VCS were returned 
to base camp.    At OIO856 hrs, 1^3/4 Cav and A1/27 Inf reported that 
they could find nothing further and returned to base camp*    Recon plat 
secured Route Blue and found one hand grenade vie XT556053# at 1130 hrs. 
Two 6Chini duds and one hand grenade were found at .XJL555053 at 1430 hrs« 
All were destroyed in place, , At 1140 hrs> a small boy was brcu^ht to 
Bn Aid Station for treatment of a badly infected hand.*   A  small boy 
who was found in the vicinity of XT564045, reported to the Recon Plat 
that a VC was in a house located at ^1559047.    A thorough search of 
the hut resulted in one VCS,    AT plat continusd to check Vietnamese 
passing 1/27 Inf checkpoint,   A total of $0 personnel were cheirkeak 
All checked out satisfactorily, 

s,    011800 - 021800 July 1966:   Tfl/27 Inf established 2 night * 
ambushes in A0 Sante Fe,    All ambushes reported negative contact. On* 
2 July 66, the Bn TF effort was devoted entirely to the conduct of 
a County Fair in Ap Hau Hoa, vie XT576O36.    At 0^26 hrs, Co A moved 
out and sealed off the southern boundary of the village to insure that 
no one escaped, while 1A3/4 Cav secured the route from bn fwd def base 
to the southern edge of Ap Hau Hoa,    At ü645 hrs, Co B swept through 
the village, policed up the inhalapitants, and moved them to a central- 
ized screening area,   GVW National Police, with the assistance of the AT 
plat, screenea the civilians to determine their true status, am a 
complete census of the population was conducted.    After Ap Hau Hoa 
had been secured, and the screening process begun, the County Fair 
activities commenced,    TF1/27 Inf scheduled hedcap rmd Helping Hand, 
movies, volleyball games, Vietnames and .American entertainment, and 
visits by ArtVW and GVN «f ficials.   The County Fair activities were 
well received by the village inhabitants, although they seemed to be 
rather bewildered at the vast array of entertainnsnt.    At 1415 hrs, 
the County Fair was completed, and TFl/27 Inf closed bn fwd def base 
at 1605 hrs,    1A3/4 Cav plat was released from TFl/27 Inf control at 
1515 hrs and returned to Cu Chi,   3B1/5 Mech was attached to TFl/27 Inf 
effective 1515 hrs, 

t,    021800 - 031800 July 1966:   TFl/27 Inf established 3 night 
ambushes in A0 Sante Fe,    All ambushes had negative contact.   The 
Operation for 3 July 66, envisioned a sweep by Bl/27 Inf from WE 
portion of A0 to bn fwd def base,    A1/27 Inf was to be utilized as a 
blocking   force a few hundred meters NE of bn fwd def base, while 
JB1/5 Mech would be tied in on the left flank of A1/27 Inf and would 
be utilized to block traffic moving west of Route Biue,    4/49 ARVM 
from Bao Trai, established an additional blocking psn along the Due 
Lap - Cu Chi highway.    By 0835 hrs, Al/27 Inf, 3B1/5 tiech, and 4/49 
ARVK elements were in their assigned blocking positions, and Bl/27 Inf 
was ready to commence its sweep from psn Yankee (xr585087) to bn fwd 
def base.   Bl/27 Inf had negative contact throughout the sweep« 
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Al/27 Inf, howevetv^afted 'two (i?) men runninp approximately 300 
meters from its blocking position,    Al/27 Inf ch^ileng^d the individuals 
with voice commrnds and warning shots, but personnel ccntinued to run 
and ware subsequently cut down by US SA fire.    Only 1 body could be 
found, but it contained documents which indicated th."t individuals 
wes VC.   A se?rch of the immediate 'vicinity produced blood ?round area 
where the other VC tod beon observed,   A thorough search was undertaken 
but the other VC could not be located.   All elements closed bn fwd 
defense base by 11+05 hrs,   /.T plat assisted by National Police 
continued to check Vietnameso passing 1/2? Inf checkpoint.   A totel 
of 35 personnel were checked.   All personnel chocked out satisfactorily. 
At 14A5 hrs, a suspected enemy transmitter w?s traced to vie XT569045. 
A thorough search of the area was nKde with negative results, 

u.   031800-041800 July 1966:    TFl/27 Inf established 2 night 
embushes In A0 Ssnto Fe.    At 032245 hrs. Ambush Red, XT55i'047, reported 
observing 10 VC vie XT559038,   Ambush Red engaged VC with 81mm ifortar 
fire and estimated thrt three VC were KIA (poss),    VC dispersed in a 
KE direction,   A thorough search of the area was mede by Ambush Red, 
the following morning, producing negative results,   A "Lighting Bug" 
mission was flown over TFl/27 Inf A0 during the night,   ;.T-J fire was 
received from vie XT614015 and SA fire was received from vie 
XT611015,    The "Lighting Bug» retaliated with suppressive fires, 
results unknown.   Additional fire was received from vie XT559012, 
TFl/27 Inf departed fwd def base by motor convoy to base camp 
Cu Chi in two march serials.   Serial #1 departed fwd base at 0944 hrs 
and, closed Cu Chi at 1025 hrs.    The second serial departed at 1247 hrs 
and closed base camp at 1340 hrs.   No enemjr activity was encountered 
by either serial along the return route to Cu Chi.    The entire opera- 
tion was conducted in an orderly fashion.   A CiC UH-ID controlled the 
movement and a UK-ID fite team was on immediate stand-by alert.   The 
closing at base camp Cu Chi marked the terminition of Opn Sante Pe. 

12,   Results; 
A. VC losses:    4VC ICIA (BC), 16 VC T.IÄ (poss), 21 VCC, 

65 VCS, 82 VCS detainees. 
b. Captured and destroyed, enemy equipment and materials 

(1) Two (2) Chicöm claymores. 
(2) Thirty-six (36) booby traps, 
(3) Sixty-three (63) hand grenades. 
(4) Three (3) AP mines 
(5) Bleven (U) AT mines. 
(6) Two (2) 7,62 Chicom.carbines, 
(7) One (1) VC tunnel, 
(8) Forty (40) 60mm duds. 
(9) Ten (10) 105mm duds, 

(10) Two (2) 155inra duds, 
(11) Sixty-eight (68) "L" shaoed trenches, 
03)    One (1) CBU boisb, 
(14)   Pour (4) VC huts. 
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(15) Twenty-five (25 sampans. 
(16) Asso4?ted medical supplies, 
I?) One hundred sixty (160) rds of cal 30 ammo« 
ia) Two (2 ) pistol-belts i 

c. Friendly losses:   14 KIA, 30 WIA. 
d. Friendly equipment destroyed or damaged: 

(1)   Five (5)   M-16 rifles 
Thre e (3)   Cal 45 pistols 
One (1) M-14 rifle 
Two (2) M-14£2 rifles 
Two (2) M-79 grenade launchers. 
One M ) M~60 machine gun 
One (l) starlight scope 
Two (2) PFC 25 radio sets. 

13.    Administrative matters; 
a»    Supply:   Resupply was accomplished by motor convoy, 

A scheduled convoy was dispatched from Cu Chi once each aay and 
adequately met the requirements of TFl/27 Inf.    Supplies required 
on an emergency basis were flown in by helicopter, 

b. Maintenance:    Kormal maintenance of weapons and 
i equipment was perform d prior to, during, and after the operation, 

c. Treatment of casualties and ev-cv tion:   The Bn 
Aid Station accompanied the Bn CP group,    Cf.tialties were treated 
by the aidmen attached to the rifle companies, then moved to the 
aid station by litter or helicopter for further treatment,    C&C and 
resupply helicopters wore utilized to transport wounded requiring 
evacuation,   Jfoergoncy 0^90«   were evacuated utilizing both Dustoff 
aircraft and assigned 'W-lDs. 

I- d.    Communications:   TFt/27 Inf utilized numerous 
means of communications during Opn Snnte Fe.    IX and ;J«HRTT/CW/Voice 
v^ro established by 1/27 Ihf comDunications platoon.    Elem 125th 

0 signal provided TP1/27 Inf with VHP Sole User, Common User, and Land 
Line teletype capability,    Ivo communications difficulties were , 
encountered during the operation« 

14.    Commanders Analysis: 

a.   TF1/27 Inf accomplished its mission.    1^1/2" Inf 
entered a lonj established VC stronghold^ :nd through a I -lanced 
combination of tactical opns and civic action programs, .■■-.a able to 
dominate the terrain and population.   The tJfects of TFI/27 Inf 
extensive Medcap and civic action program will most likely make 
a more lasting ispression upon the indigenous population than the 
display of US tactical power. 
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The vise of the üRVN "Go Team" materially aided 1/2? Inf 
in accomplishing its mission.   Members of thu team were familiar with 
the customs and many knew the local village inhabitants.    They were   thus 
better qualified to determine which segment of the local populace was 
sympathetic to the Viet Cong,    This assistance helped "unit commanders 
to apprehend many VCS who later proved to be VCC. 

c,    Ainnobile operations greatly enhanced the combat 
capabilitity of TF1/27 Inf.    As the operation progressed, it became 
increasingly apparent that the rising water   level was causing personnel 
to experience fatigue,    APC's also became increasingly dependent upon 
the road, and their cross-country mobility was cut to a minimum. 
The use of the helicopters enabled TF1/27 Inf to operate unfatigued in 
a designated operational aresy and eliminated the need for extensive 
APC support during movements to and from bn fwd defense base. 
Greater results could be attained if a DJ airmobile Co were available 
to the battalion commanders 

15*   Recommendations: 

a. GVN ard ARVN personnel be immediately prepared to 
actively assume responsibilities for are s cleared by US Korces,    Although 
TF1/27 Inf controlled AO Sante Fe from 13 June to 4 July'66, future 
GVN influence will be minimal if appropriate measures are not taken 
to actively continue the pacification effort, 

b. That every effort be made to provide TF1/27 Inf with 
the same aviation company throughout the duration'of-any:^opetä.tion. 

c. That a helicopter fire team   be on standby status   to 
insure a quick reaction    capability.    Use of the fire team is 
invaluable in sealing off an objective, and   preventing the escape of VC. 

d. That a C&C helicopter bo assigned to 1/27 Inf for the 
entire day.    On nmerous occasions it become necessary to release 
the helicopters due to higher'ptio&ty.cpämittmentä«   This often 
occurred during the critical stage in the operation, and resulted 
in the ground elements being left without essential air surveillance 
and protection. 
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THBA-T (20 July 66) tat Ind (C) 
SUBJECT:    Combat Operations After Action Report (Opn SAMTE FE) (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 96225    3 August 1966 

THRU:    Commanding General, II Pleld Force Vietnam, ATTN:   ACofS G3 (D&T) 
APO 96227 

TO:       Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, ATTN:    J343 
APO 96243 

$«    Operation S&MHE FE is oAe of four operations conducted to date with 
primary emphasia on pacification.   This, operation successfully extended GVN 
and US influence throughout the assigned area of operations. 

2«    Operations of this type should be followed closely by a determined 
effort by ARVN and Province forces to keep the arsa pacified.   Without such 
effort, the advantaged obtained are quickly dissipated and the initiative 
again given to the VC# 

PCR THE COMMANDER: 

QkÜßd 
PHIll/ü. BONDI PI 
cpai, AGC 
Adjutant General 
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ACofS for Force Dev, DA 
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