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IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (19 Feb 68) FOR OT RD-674158 23 February 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst
Battalion, 27th Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1967(U)

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation by

USACDC in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in
accordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1~-19, Evaluations and cor-

rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-
ceipt of covering letter.
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2, Information contained in this report is provided to insure

appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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 CONFIDENTIAL
SEQTION I :
SIGNIFICANT HEADQULRTERS GR NIT ACTIVITIES

1¢ (C) Aduinistraiion and Personnel

ai The 1st Battalion, 27th Artiliery, remains assigned to the
23d Lrtillery Group,

be Normel 51 aotivities have been conducted during the period
1 dugust 1967 through 31 Ootober 1967.

ce Tho asoignod persomnel strength exceeded the authorized
strength by a total of o officer and itwo enlisted men, There wer¢:
no significant overages and shorteges during this reparting period.

de Thore ware no oritical persormel shortages during this
raparting period.

e. There were a total of thirteen casuzltios dwuring this rerorting
period.

f, Thore were a total of thirteon Purple Hoarts and two Ly
Oommendation Medals awarded during this reporting period.

8¢ & total of one-mundred end fifty-five personnel went on out-
of=country R&ie -

he There were no significant morale, disciplinery, or judicial
aotivities during this reporting veriod.

i, There wvere no vehioular or aircraft accidents during this
reporting voriod that significently affected the operations of this
batialion,

je Thore wore no significant changes in educational opportunities
during; this reporting period,

k. Roliglous services, both Protestant and Catholic, are held on
a rezular weekly basis, '

2. {(C) Intolligence

The batitalion!s visual reconnaisance aree wes expended from 3200
square kilometers to about 4000 square kilometers. Sightings have increased
in tho VR area, This inorouse in significant sightings is due to increased
VC aotivity und the increased oxperionco of the air obsorvers.

3 (c) Proining

& The following poriods of mendatory twraining for porsonnel wore
oonducted during tho reporting poriod.

2
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(1) CIR Rofroshers 2 hrs
(2) Code of Conduots 1 Ir
(3) Safoguarding Dofense Informetions 1 hr
(4) Map Read:pmz 1 hr
(5) Suwrvival, Bvasion and Bsoape: 1 e
(6) Civil Affairs: 1 Ir
(7) Clandostine Swveillance and Listening Dovicos: 1 hv
(8) Conmond Infarmation: 13 hrs
(9) Drivors Training: 3 hrs
(10) Voapons Safety: 1 hr

;

be Individnal replecemont training was accomplished by orientetion
et the 90th Roplaocemont Battalion and a one week course at Phu loi ar Dan
Tiarg Roplacemont Training Caupanys

4o (C) Operations

&s The battalion contirued normal cperations oonsistant with
assizned missions during the reporting period. .

i
be The 18t Battalion, 27th Artillery participated i;& the following
overations during the reportins period. '

(1) Operation VILDZEA, conductod by the 25th Infantry Division,
wag supported by Battery 4 end elements of Headgquarters end Heedquariers
Tottery. The Headqumrters element was moved to Phu Lol and assigned re-
s.creibilitics of coordimnting fires of A Battery, 1st Battalion, 27th
irtillery; D Babtery, 8th Pattalion, 6th irtillery and C Battery, 8th
Iattelion, 6th Artillery., IDlements of the battalion were involved in
Wililti on 22 and 23 August.

(2) Operation WITCH HUNT, conducted by the U.S. Special
Farces Detatclment, B3-32, was supported by Hoandquarters and B Battery
from 16 Lugust to 19 iwgust. Battery B displaced from Tay Ninh and moved
to Irai 2, Two proparations were fired on falsc 1Z as mrt of a decopiion
plen ead thon the real 12 for the operation. The battery fired on selected
targets dwring the reusinder of the operaiion.

(3) Overation SIDEWINDER, conducted by the 5th Special Forces
Grouyy Detatclment B=32, was supporied by B Batiery on 24 Lugusts The
oporation was designed to destroy a training base end to conduct search
and destroy oporations from the Cgmbodian border to Bon Soi. IBettexy
fired a preparation on objective on (XT 971526) and contimued firing on
seloctod tergots for the remainder of the oporation.

B T ——
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- (4) Operation CORONADO V, conduoted by the 9th Infentry
 Division, wos supported by Dottory 4 frou 11 Soptomber to 16 Septamber, \¢
During this poriod Bottery 4 wus reloased fran its mission of GSR, -

18t Diverty end moved to Dong Teme It was givon the mission of GSR, Sth

diverty under tho oporational control of the 3rd Batialion, 34th Lrtillexry,

On 15 Septombor tho bettory fired 1799 rounds in support of the Riverine

Forco whioch had been amlushed, Upon rolease from the 9th Division, the

battery wvas sont to Dau Tieng,

(5) Oparation XKUUTL.L, coniucted by the 25th Infantry Division
vas supportod by Hpodquartors, 4, B, und C Batterios, The operation was
ainod at establishing sccurity in the Ho Bo Voods so thet a tean of thirty
Rame Plows could lovol o large portion of the woods, On 15 September
Hoadquarters, B, and C Betterios proceeded to Cu Chi. Thoese elements wore
agsigned tho mission of reinforoing the 6th Mttalion, 77th Lrtillery and
proocecoded to FSB Pamola, locatod on the western edge of the Ho Bo Woods.
Dus to tho poor tra.fﬁoaailit:y of the roed, Heudquartws, B and C wore
foroed to estavlish a FSB throe thousand meters south of FSB Pamelas
From that position, tho three elements supported the operation until 27
Boptonber, & Battory was utilized from FSP Go Dau Ha, whore it had pro-
oeodad aftar loaving Oporaticn CORONLDO V in the Deltae

(6) Oporation DIAMONDHELL contimed throughout the ontire
2eporting poriod, and wes supported by Hosdquexters, Sexrvico, B and C
ttories for most of that periods 4 Bzttory supported the operation from
22 Septombar %o 31 Cctobor, DLIMONDHEAD is mrimarily o series of search
and dastroy oporntions donducted iy the 3d Bde, 25th Imfentry Division
. within its TAOR.

(7) Oporation ECLIPSE, oonducted by the 5th Specicl Paroos
Growy, Dotatohont B-32, was suprorted by Headquarters Battory Personnel
fror: 29 lugust thru 1 Septombors 4 Farword Obsorver wess provided to
acconvany he SF/CIDG norsonnel on & heliborne assawlt ot LZ MARS and a
matrol from thet yosition (XT' 253705) to Trai Bi.

(8) Tho 1st Ba.ttalion, 27%h Lrtillery comducted the following
one-deyr artillery assawlts:

(2) On 16 August 1967, Battery B, 4 st Battelion, 27th
wrtillery, departed Toy Nirh base camp on an artillergy asseult at Trai Bi.
Heudquarters Battory rmeovided o forwrad observer partzy, an air cbservor,
and a suwrvey exrty, ’.l.’he batiery fired two proparatiomns during the oreration
end providod additional fires throughout the oporatiom on proselocted
texgets. 4 tolal of 174 rounds woro fired throughout the operation.

(b) On 18 August 1967, Battexy B, 1st Battalion, 27th
artillory, conduoted an artillery assault et Ben Koo ( AT23144330)s The
battery fired 183 rounds at mreplanned targets and 99 ,rounds at targots
locatod by "pooplo enifiorts Hsedquarters Battery ;n:?vided. an air cbserver
and. curvoy oontrol date far firing positions,

: (o) On 24 sugust 1967, Battoxry .3, 1at Battalion, 27th
artillery oonduoted o ome day artillery assault vio (;moqsu). Tho battery

"C'GNFIFE“NTTA["
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firod 291 HE ond 3 WP rounds during tho operation, This was broken down

a8 Gwo unoboorved ond soven ohserved missions., Four of these missions were
in support of "Sidowindor", o Spocial Forces oneration conducted to destroy
& basio training omp belioved to be in tho vie of Wi 971526, .n estimated .
200 wooruits were buliovod to be in tho enrly phasus of basio training at
this O&LiDe N .
(4) On 7 Suptombor 1967, Battory G, 1st Battalion, 27th
i.rtillm'y oonductod o onc day artillury assawlt vic (XT 495504). A total
of 8 migcions woro fired and functionsl firing of all mechine guns, grenado
leunchors and individual weapons wes conducteds Rounds oxpondod weres 28
rounds on rogistroidons,; 3 rounds on o dostruction mission and 276 rownds
on other missions. Hocdquarters Battery provided an idr Obsorver for the
oporation, :

Aptillory oconducted a ono dny artillery assault vic (XT 113497) in support
of B-32 Spoocial Farcase 4 total of 197 rounds were fired on prosolocted
targets during tho oporation. :

(o) On 12 October 1967, Battery Bz 18t Battalion, 27th I

(9) The following rumbor of missions woro fired with total

amounts of emmnition listed bolows
2110 EXFINDED I
UNIT NO. OF MISSIONS FIRED 1550
Battery A 2995 20526 r
Battary 3 2645 22913
Batiary C 5326 21366
TOTLL 10966 64805

5¢ (C) Logistics
&e Supply in goneral contimies to iumrove,

(1) Cless I ms stabilizod with 21l Latteries drawing sufficient
"L" rations, though tho solection of condiments at Dau Ticnz is limitod,

(2) No problums have Lacn oncountored in Class III.
(3) Xo significent probloms in Class Ve

be During this period the overall maintenance support for the .
battalion has improveds Reopair parts supply is improvirg and the battelicn
hes gono from o 30% zoro balence in its prescribed load list to 28% zero
balance to date,

6. (U) During thoe post ouarter, four si@ﬂi‘:.ca.nt civil action projects
werg either indtiated or comploted.

2e Twonty-five scholarships to the high school in Dau Tieng
were provided to worthy students from monoy contributed by personnel in
Badquarters Battory end Battery C, 5

" CONFIDENTIAL
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3 e ‘I'ho soooer f£ic0ld in Dou Tiong was rofurniatwd to include the -
Plonting of gross, putting in new gool supports, nnd enclosing the field
with a now fonco, This was & joint projoot in which the local Vietnamese
provided the labor vhile this bettalion provided tochniocsl assistance and
matoriols,

o¢ Wark wos begun on & now Dou Tiong Community Centor by hauling
: _Ifuill dirt to raiso the Jovel of ¢ vu.omxt lot whoro tho contar is to be
ut. -

d Bpttory 4 hes arganizod & Boy Spout Troop in Pl Lode 'mo
battory had uniforns mado for ell the memberse 4n officer end an enlisted
nan holp conduot troop meotinga on a woekly basis when tho bo.ttery is in
base oonp.

-

SECTION II
PART I, OBSERVATIONS
1o (U) Personnel and Administration
None
2, (0) Intell:l.éenoe
a, ITEMs Starlight Scope Use

(1) DISCUSSIONs lExperience has shown that starlight scopes
.are quite useful in backing up perimeter defense in Fire Support Patrol
Boses. These items enable outposts to bettier examine suspect areas at
nighte They enhance the capability of discovering infiltrators.

(2) OBSERVATION: The addition of starlight scopes to & 155
battory TOE would significantly improve ¢nh the battery's night defensive
posture,

be ITEM: Hand-Held Caneras fa Visual Reconnaisance

(1) DISCUSSION: Ococassionally, observations from VR aircraft
exre diffioult to desorive, At tinmes things which are not rocognizable to
tho observer, might be recognizable to someone else, In these cases, photo-

graphs might esolve the mroblem, 4Aerial photographs from reconnaissance
airoraft would help, but often take too long to acquire without a‘nua:l.ng
the priority system,

(2) OBSERVATION: This mroblem could be alloviated by author-
izing 35mn cameas with telephoto lenses (appro:d.mately 200mn) for use by °
- agrial observorse Dusis of issus would be one per VR aircraft assigned
or allocateds Duo to separation of units from their higher heasdquarters,
oameras, with developing faoilities and supplies, should be located at the
units providing the observers. When not being used on VR flights, theee
ORINAT'HS - oould. also Yo used to onhmoo PIO oa.pabilitioa. Lk
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(U) Tradning and Organization
Fone : o

4o ’(.U) Oporations
8¢ ITEM: Cloarance of Fires

(1) DISCUSSIONs During tho Qquartor there were two instances
vhare air obeervors spotted armed forces moving through a specified strike
gono, In both cascs olearance to firc vas recsived. Both sightings turned
ot to be BF/PF patrols and a tragedy was jrevented at the last mimate by
those patrols identifying themselves. Ona patrol actually took cover when
the alroraft madc & low lovel pess, naking thom even mors suspiciouse

(2) OBSERVATIONs ARVN must report tho movement of their unite
within thoso spooified strike zones. 4lso, these units myst teke immodiate
aotion to identifly ‘themeslves as Iriendly vhen an siroraft ciralas thoms

be ITEMs Base Camp Dofense Couni tnont !

(1) DISCUSSION: As o tenant unit at Dem Tieng, the Mttalion
has boen required to furnish fourteen enlisted men and one officer to support
the base camp defense mrogram. Ths personnel assigmed to this progrenm romein
behind whon tho batialion moves out on another nission. This causes the
shifting of additional duties on the persomnel going with the battalion.

{2) OHSERVASI0N: Tho wnit that has the mission of base oemp
defonse should be given & TD augmentation in ordsr to provide the necessary
personnel,.

5¢ (U) Logistios
' as IT@s Infuseos with Incomplote”LA50-901 Iquimmont

(1) DISCUSSION: At tho present time this unit is undergoing
e lerge infusion mrogran and meny of the replacements are arriving without
helmots, helnot lirsrs, end body axmor.

(2) OBSERVATION:s Since these items of equi;nent are oxtromoly
diffioult to obtain through supply chamnels, the infusees should btring these
itoms with thum from their provious station.

by ITH{s Shortage of Airlift Equipment

(1) DISCUSSION: During & rocent operation in which elements
of this batialion partiocipated, it was necessary to resupply strictly by
air, Duo to a serious shortage of airliff oquiment, tho aarial resupply
ves slow axd diffioult,

(2) OBSERVATION:s It appears that derial rosupply of this
unit will ocour froquently in the future and it is imperative that suffioiont
airlift equipnent bo readily available, Of the one hundred A=22 bags ve-
quostod firon tho 567th (Grdnance in Tay Kirh on 7181, only nine have been issuod,

i




oo ITBIi Firo Oontrol Repadr Copability p °

(1) DISCUSSION: lMnintenance support received from th: battalion's ;
direot support unit was found to be laoking in fire control repeir capability,
therefore, all fire ocmtwrol is evacuated to a dopot reprir unit, This tokes
an averege of tvo weeks due to tronsportotion jroblems and & backlog of jobs
at tho depot repair unitse

(2) OBSERVATION: A4fter discussing tho pwoblen with personnel
of tho direot support unit, it wes learned that adequate personnel and tools
ere aveilable to repeir firo control equipnent tut no repair parts exo on
hand,

SECTION II
PLART II, RECOMMENDATIONS
1¢ (U) Administration and Porsomnel
Nono

2, (U) Intolligonce

That oll batiarics of & 155 battalion be authorized 2 starlight
soopos oach to ofioctively increaso night security.

3¢ (U) Training
Nona

4. (U) Oporetions
None

5¢ (U) Llogistics

That ropair perts for support of fire-control equipment be roleased
%0 tho diroot support units that have tlo capability and personnel to perfarm
the mocessary mnaintonances

HICHOLLS R. NAVE, JR.
re Artillery
Cormanding
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AVGE-C (4 Nov 67) lst Ind.
SUBJICT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned (RCS-CSFOR-65) UIC: WD3EAA

Headquarters, 23d Artillery Group, AFC 96289, 25 November 1967

T0: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam: Artillery, ATTN: AVFB-FAC,
AP 96266

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Cperational Report for the
period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, lst Battalion, 27th Artil-
lery.

2. The following comments are made:

a. Section II, Part I, paragraph 2a. Concur. This headquarters
feels that each battalion headquarters battery and firing battery should
have at least one short-range starlight scope for field use.

b. Section II, Part I, paragraph 2b. Concur. 23d Artillery
Group currently has one (1) hand held camera on hand, Four (4) additional
cameras are being requested (one per battalion end one for Group
Headquarters). A greater density of issue would have to be studied in
detail and justified to higher headquarters. Logistic support in terms of
supply and processing capabilities would have to be assured.

c. Section II, Part I, paragrarh 4a. Concur. Closer coordination

must be established between the RF/FF units and the AKVN clearing agencies.
Battalions of the 23d Artillery Group have established personal liaison
with KFAY units in their areas and this should aid in eliminating
gituations of this nature,

d. Section II, Fart I, paragraph 4b. Concur. Units required
to provide personnel to base camp defense programs should be relieved,
to the maximum extent possible, from this committment when operations
require displacement from the base camp.

e. Section 1l, Part I, paragraph 5a. Concur. FParagrarh 9b,
USARV Regulation 735-35 and paragraph 5-3, AR 735-35 direct that these
items accompany the individual when transferring in-country.

f. Section II, Part I, raragraph 5b. Valid requisitions have
been submitted. Items are not in RVN. No further action can be taken.

g. Section 1I, Part I, paragraph Sc. IIFFV Artillery directed
that all float sights on hand be turmed in to support maintenance to
alleviate this problem. This action was completed by 23d Artillery
Group units on 24 October 1967.

h. Section 11, Part II, Paragraph 2. See paragraph 2a above.
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AVG:=C (4 Nov 67) 1st Ind 25 November 1967
SUBJiCT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned (RCS-CSFOR-65) UIC: WD3iAA (U)

i. Section II, Part 1I, paragraph 5. Concur. In addition,

recommend that Forward Support Companies be given the personnel and repair
parts to perform necessary repairs. :

% @l
RGELRT ‘J. KGCH

Colonel s Artillery
Commanding

/0
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|
\b AVFB-FAC (4 Wov 67) 2nd Ind ' ’
SUBJTICT s - Opera,tional Reports - uassons Lea,med (R(.b-(.bbbR-%) UIC: WD3BAA

DAy M4y II FHCRCS z\rty, APu 96266 110Ec 1967

TiRUs Commnanding 'General, II Field Force Vietnum, APQ 96260
- Commanding General, United States irmy Vietnam, Ai'lis AVAWC-DSY,

APO 96375
Commanding -General, United States Army Pacific, AMui: GPOP-OR,
AP0 96558

e T0O: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departuent of the
Army, Vlashington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly report of the 1st Battalion, 27tn Artillexy
adequately reflects the operations and lessons learned du.ring the reported
period. :

2. (C) The following comments pertain to the attached Operational
Report - lessons learned:

a. Section II, Part I, Observations:

(1) Paragraph 2a. Concur. Under the provisions of UsSakV
unclessified message, aViGC-Ur 19073, dated 25 liarch 1967 and ULARV message
4VHGP-HD 65839 dated 6 October 1967, subject, Tewporary Loan rFrocedures,
units may reguest issue of needed equipment. As Starlight Scopes are in
short supply in RVN, requests for temporary loan are evaluated on an in=-
dividual basis. The 23d Group has been notified of this procedure.

(2) Paragraph 2b. Concur as wodified by paragraph 2b, of
18t Indorseuent.

(3) Paragraph 4a. Concur. Cnly wmil.clearance is required
to fire into a dpecii'ied Strike Zone. To preclude accidents or incidents
thorough Us/.AVii coordination is a continuing and vital reyuirement.

(4) Paragraph S¢. Recomend direct support maintenance
units continue to evaluate repair parts stockage requirements o ensure
! prompt and adequate support.

b, Section II, Part II, Recoumendationss
(1) Paragraph 2. Concur. See paragraph 2a(1) avove.

; (2) Paragraph 5. Concur. See paragraph 2a(4) avove.
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AVFBC=-RE-H (4 Nov 67) 3d Ind - ‘
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessona lLearmed for Quarterly Period Ending
. 31 October 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (UIC-WDFU T0) (IS
DA HQ II FFORCEV, ARO San Francisco 96266 2 1 DEC 1967
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH, AFO 96375

Commandsr-In-Chief, US Army Pacifio, ATIN: GPOP-OT, APO 96558

T0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develomment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. ©Subject report is rorwa.rded.'

2. This comnand has reviewed the attached report and conours with
the comments and recommendations as modified by the 1st and 2nd Indorse-

nents. ' i
FOR THE COMMANDERs |
‘ s
1 Incl R. E. Wi

as . CPT, AOC
. Aset AG
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AVHGC=DST (4 Nov 67) Lth Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned (RCS~CSFOR-65)(U)

63

HEADQUARTERS, UNLTED STATES ARMY VILTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 25 JAN 1968

TO: Conmander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 1st Battal=-
ion, 27th Artillery(D3EA) as indorsed.

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning base camp defense, page 7, paragraph
4b; and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2d. Personnel augmentation for base camp
support is not available, USARV message AVHGC-FD 92479 DIG 1715202 Dec 67
informed all commands.,

b. Reference item concerning fire-control capability, page 8, para=
graph 5; 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2i; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2a(l):
Nonconcur. Centralized control is not placed on issue of fire control repair
parts to direct support (DS) units. Vhen requisitions are submitted by the
DS units they are filled from available assets., If this is not possible,
requisitions are filled as parts are received in-country.

3, (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting

unit through channels,
g5
\
A O . T

D. E. TUMAN
Major, AGC
Asst Adjutant General

FOR TH: COMMANDER:

¢y furn:
HQ, 1st Bn, 27th Arty
HJ, 1I FFORCEV

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years
DOD DIR 5200.10
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GPOP-DT(4 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 October

1967 from HQ, 1lst Bn, 27th Arty (UIC: WD3EAA) (RCS CSFOR-65) .

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 6 FEB 1968

In: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

_-Q/ CPT, AGC

Asst AG
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Sccurity Classification .
3 S DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R&D

(Securlly clasallication of title, body of abstract and indoxing annotation must be enteend when the ovorull repart in ¢lnssified)
1. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comporels author) 20, HEPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 Confidential

1b. GROUP

A

3. REPORYT TITLE

Operational Report =~ Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Battalion, 27th Artillery

4. OESCRIPTIVE NOTKS (Type of report and inclusive dates)

1 Aug - 31 Oct 1967

’

CO, '1st Battalion, 27th Artillery . '
¢. REPORT DAYE . 7a, TOTAL NO. OF PAGES 7b, NO. OF REFS
4 November 1967 . 15
[ 2. CONTRACY OR GRANT NO. . %a. ORIGINATOR'S REPORT NUMBER(S)
I 5 PROJECT NO. g ' ' 674158
N/A ' -
L 9. OTHER REPORY NO(S) (Any other numbers that may be assigned |
thie report)
d "
10. DISTRAIBUTION STATEMENT o
11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY
N/A - ' ' OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 -

(13, ABOTRAGT
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