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HEADCUARTAS 1ST BATTALION AOTH ARTILIERY
APO 96269

AVEA-RT-L/0 | 9 November 1967

SUBJECT: Operation Heport for (uarterly Period knding 31 October 1967,
(#CS €S FOR - 65)(U)

TO: See Distribution

i, (C) General

a. The battalion remains under the operational control (OPCON)

{ : of the 12th Marine negiment of the 3d Marine Division, III Marine /imphibious

f Force. Only one of the firing batteries is normally in the battalion base
camp in the DONG Hi CUMBLT -BASE (YD 236599). All batteries have displaced
from base camp at various times for direct support or reinforcing missions.
One firing battery is habitually at the KOCK PILE (XD 982542) with tde mission
of direct support of the infantry battalion with which it is colocated,

One battery is habitually at the GIO LINH outpost (YD 214734) with the mission
of direct support of the Provisional Artillery Battalion (consisting of the
USA battery, two USMC 155mm (SP) weapons, one USMC 8-inch howitzer (SP), one
USMC tank platoon, one USMC rifle company, and a combined USMC/USAhead-
cuarters and tactical FDC), at that location. The battery located at the

1 base cemp has the mission of general support of the 3d Mrrine Division and
direct support of small unit operations near the base camp for short periods,. .
The battalion has supported the 1lst, 3d, 9th, and 26th Marine Hegiments, and
the 3d Force iteconnaissance of the 3d Marine Division, the lst Marine ez~
iment of the lst Marine Division, the 1lst and 2d /..VN Hegiments of the lst
AtVN Division, 1lst, éth, and 8th AuVN Battalions (Airborne), USMC Combined
Action Companies, and many resupply convoys.

b. Large numbers of North Vietnamese Army (regular) troops are
being located in QUANG TRI PROVINC: and the Demilitarized Zone., Viet Cong
activities have also continued., The Marines and AnVN continue to mount
oper~tions of up to multi-battalion size, Forward observers from the bat-
talion have accompanied infantry units during the conduct of many of these
operations, and are curraently operating with three LiVN Airborne Battalions
in QU.NG Tul PrnOVINCE. The battalion air observers have obtained little
flight time in the past quarter,

¢, During the last three months the DONG H/. COMBAT BLSE has re-
/" celved enemy rocket, artillery, and mortar firc on numerous occosions,

(1) On 28 august the base received 25 to 30 incoming rockets,
caliber 122mm and 140mm. Battery C fired counter rocket fires, Later in
! the day, /M .JC's found 50 unfired rockets near the grid of the suspected
| rocket locations at which Battery C had fired. Still later in the day the
base received approximately 100 rds of 100mm to 152mm artillcry firc. Bat-
tery C again fired at suspucted artillery locations, but with no surveill-
ence, In the evening, about 17 more rounds were received and Battery C again
delivered counter fire on th. suspectud location. Throughout the day the
battalion s.ffered no casunlties, but had one vehiclc and treiler slightly

damnged, ‘
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALY
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(2) ouring the morning of 3 September the basc camp
received 20 rounds of hostile artillery, estimated to be 152mm, which
destroyed the USMC ..SP, 2 POL dumps,axd several airc:aft., This battalion N

suffered no casualtics, but two of its one-quarter ton trucks and one
three-quarter ton truck received light damege,

(3) Three 152mm rounds fell in the bsse about noon on
12 September without causing damage or casualties to the battalion. On
13 September the battalion suffered one slight casualty and damage to
one bunker when twslve rounds of unknown caliber fell in the base camp,

(4) On 21 September the base received & rounds of unknown
caliber, which did no dam~ge and caused no casualties in the battalion.

(5) The base received incoming artillery fire on five
different occasions on 22 October resulting in no casualties or damage
to the battalion, and on six occasions 29-30 October with no casualtics
or damage to the battalion,

d. On1l5 October, the recently arrived cormconder of the Y08th FAG
fired a round from the Base Piece of Battery B loceted at the .OCK PILt.
This wes a ceremony to commemerate the firing of the 250,000th round
by the bettalion since its arrival in 4VN on 26 October 1966. By 31
October the battalion had fired 285,375 rounds in the Hepublic of Viet
Nam,

e, Heavy emphasis has been placed on construction of forti-
fications for troops and ammunition, office arcas, and billets which will
withstand the coming monsoon seeson. Building materials wcre received
in October which allowed construction of tin roofs for necarly zll offices,
messes and supply rooms.

f. Staff visits to all batteries and frequent command inspec-
tions and visits by the Battalion Commender continue to insure a high
state of unit readiness and adherence to overall doctrinal guidence pro-
vided by Di Fleld and Technical Manuals, with particular emphasis op Jhe
gunnery techniques outlined in FM 6-40.

8. The battalion continues to utilize the high burst method
of registrestion for all of its registretions. In those areas where
observation post and target arca survey are not availablce the high burst
technique has been used in conjunction with the /N/MPQ-4J. Counter Mortar
fndar. Hegistrations arc conducted to the north and south when clecrance
to fire can be obtained. Wind cards are used to compute GFT settings
in other directions. udegistrations ars conducted concurrently with
metrologicel soundings, and subsequent metro messages, received three
times deily, are used for computing up-to-date met plus VE, GFT settings.

h. The battalion will become a part of 108th Field Axtillery
Group on 1 November 1967.

2. (U) Intelligence.

a. Due to the large turnover of pcersonnel in September and
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October, many clearances and clearance validations were required. The
following was accomplished:

Secret Crypto authorized == §
-Secret Clearances granted -~ 10
8ecret Cleerances validated -- 36
Confidential Clearances granted - 3

b. A recent change in USARV regulations allows the Battalion
Commander to grant Secret security clearances. Individuals with a fav-
oreble local file check and whose records contain evidence of a favor-
ably completed National /\gency Check (NAC) or Entrence National Agency
Check (ENTNAC) are eligible for receipt of this clearnnce. However,
personnel continue to arrive at the battalion without the Number 1 copy
of DA Form 3027 or DD Form 1584 authenticated by DODNACC. This lack
of document.ation causus an unnecessary delay in granting a clearance and
additional administretion to locate the proper documents,

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities
a. Plans. Current plans for the battalion are:

(1) To provide artillery support in defense of the DONG
HA COMBLT BASE,

(2) To be prepared to move firing batteries to any loca-
tion in QUANG TaI P.OVINCE, to provide artillery fire support.

(3) To provide one firing battery in direct support of
the Provisional Artillery Battalion located at GIO LINH for an indefinite
period.

. (4) To provide one firing battery in direct support of
the infantry battalion locsted at the AOCK PILnw.

(5) To conduct training as outlined by USL.V training
directives, and conduct sufficient section training to insure that all
units and individuals arc capable of performing their missions.

(6) To continue camp construction with heavy emphasis
on porasonnel shelters, ‘

(7) To meintain administrative control of 235th and 238th
Counter Mortar sadar Detachments which provide counter mortar surveillance
for the Provisional Artillory Battalion at GIO LINH and the 2nd Battalion,
12th Marines at X. TOT BONG (YD 134646).

b, Operations.

(1) The battalion has continued to provide direct, rein-
forcing, and general artillery support. It haes participated in opera-
tions KINGFISHoa, HIGH 4ISL, SuMN.TOR, and MEDINA,

(2) Battalion Headquarters, Headruarters Battery and
Service Battery have remained in the battalion ba3s camp at the DCNG Hi
COMB.T BLSE. The firing batteries have continued to rotate between
positions in the base camp, the OCK PILL, and GIO LINH, Thus, any one
battery is not required to remain at GIO LINH, in an environament where
maintenance of ecuipment is oxtremely difficult and incoming hostile
"artillery occurs on a deily basis, fo.r a period {ongir than one month.
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(3) Battery /. began the reporting period in the base cemp
in the DONG HA COMBAT B..S., with the mission of General Support of 3d Marine
Division under the OPCON of 1lst Battalion, 4Oth /rtillery. It displaced
to thu ROCK FILE on 5 iugust, assuming the mission of Direct Support of
the 3d Battalion, 3d Marinc iegiment, 3d Marin: Division, The bettery 3
returned to DONG H. on 6 Szptumber, preparatory to displacement to GIO
LINH on 8 Septemb.r. At GIO LINH the mission was Direct Support of the
Provisional irtillery Battzlion, 12th Marine regiment, 3d Marine Division
under OPCON of thst headcuairters. On 1 October the battery returned to
DONG H.. with a mission of Guneral Support of the 3d Merine Division and
under the OPCON of lst Battalion, 4Oth Artillery. On 7 October Battery
L (=) displaced to a position near (UiNG TiI (YD 318544) to reinforce
the fires of lst Battalion, 1lth Marine negiment, lst Marine Division
under the OPCON of that battalion. The battsry minus provided fire
support for units engagud in opcration MuUIN. until sufficient artillery
of the 11th Marines displaced from Di. NANG to support the operation, On
11 October thu battery minus moved to a new osition near QUiING Tl
(YD 312551), retaining th. mission and control relationships. The bat-
tery minus returmed to DONG H/. on 19 October where thoy remained until
the end of the reporting period.,
(4) Battery B began the reporting period at the 40X
PILk firing position with the mission of Direct Support of 3d Battalion,
3d Marine iegiment, 3d Marine Division under the OPCON of the lst Bat- -
telion, 12th Marine Regiment, 3d Marine Division. The battery displaced
to DONG Hi on 5 luzust preparatory to occupation of GIO LINH. Occu-
pation of GIO LINH was accomplished on 7 August and the battery cssumed
the mission of Direct Support of the Provisional Artillery Battalion
under .OFCON ‘of .the Rwetlobanal Arty Battalion, On 8 September the bat-
tery returned to DONG HA and assumed the mission of General Support of
the 34 Marine Division under the OPCON of the 1lst Battalion, 4Oth
hrtillery. On 29 September the battery returned to the A0CK PILE to
resume the mission and control relationships described above., During
this period the infantry battalion was changed and the battery supported
the 3d Battalion, 9th Marine ilegiment, 3d Marine Division, with OPCON un-
changed, until the end of the reporting pericd.
(5) Battery C began the reporting period at GIO LINH in
Direct Support, and under the OPCON, of the Provisional /irtillery Battalion.
The battery returned to IONG Hi on 7 August and assumed the normal mission
for the base camp firing battery: General Support of 3d Marine Division
with OPCON exercised by lst Battalion, LOth Lrtillery. From 25 to 28
Lugust, Battery C sent one platoon to the «0CK PILE to reinforce the firus
of Battery ~, with the OPCON of the platoon being excrcised by Battery |
L. On 6 September the battery displaced to the .OCK PILi, in Dircct 5
Support of 3d Battalion, 3d Marine .iegiment, 3d Marinc Division under the 3
OPCON of 1st Battalion, 12th Marine gegiment, 3d Marine Division. The i
Battery remained at the itOCK PILu until 1 October whon it displaced to
GIO LINH to be the Direct Support battalion for, and under tho OPCON of,
the Provisional Artillery Battalion, The battory remained at the GIO LINH
outpost until the end of the roporting period.
(6) The general scheme of operations for the battalion
and types of missions fired have remained the same as previously reported.
The battery at GIO LINH continues to get the most ‘act n, and the most
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surveillance and damage on targets. It shoots at a large variety of
targets which include NVA and VC in the open, camps, fortified villages,
suspected enemy locations, active artillery, rocket, mortar, and anti-
aircraft gun positions, bunkers, and boats being used for resupply.

(7) The firing batteries at the 4OCK FIL: and DONG HA
have had lucrative targets on certain occasions, Battery A, then at
the «0CK PILE, was credited with 26 confirmed and 30 probable enery KIA
in one mission which they fired on 23 August, Battery A and onc¢ howite
zer from Battery B, firing from DONG HA, received full credit from a
reconnal sasme patrol for saving their lives on 22-23 October., This mis=-
sion, which began at 1905 in the evening and continued until 0210 tho
next morning, involved the expenditure of 400 rounds against an esti-
mated 2 companies of NVA/VC enemy. After the initidl adjustrments (approx-
imately 30-minutes) all the rounds were fired within 50 meters of the
trapped patrol. During the extraction of the patrol by hslicopter the
artillery fires were coordinated by radio with Fi airstrikes, helicopter
gun ships, and flare ships., This mission resulted in the successful ex-
traction of the patrol with only one minor casualty.

(8) To insure close suprort for reconnaissance patrols,
one of the battalion fir¢ direction eofficers conducted informal classes
for 34 Force neconnaissance at the DONG HA base camp of that organization.
He explained range dispersion, terminal effects of various fuze-projectile
combinations, methods of adjusting fires in special situations (with em-
phasis on the necessity to announce ".iNGErn CLOS:") and the various tech-
niques used by the artilleryman to provide close and continuous fire
support .

(9) The mothod of enployment of the coumtermortar radar
detachments, which arc attachcd to the battalion, changed from that prev-
iously reported. The 235th CMR Detachment remained at GIO LINH and was
employed under the OPCON of the Provisional Artillery Battalion located
there. The 238th CMR Detachment was displaced to X, TOT.BONG on 22 Sep-
tember to provide coveragc of the CON THIEN outpost (YD 117698) under the
OFCON of 1st Battalion, 12th Marine fiegiment, 3d Marine Division. The
first afternoon that the radar was absent from the IONG Hi COMBLT B.LSE
the enemy fired mortars at the dock area, something which he had not done
since the countermortar radar had been placed at the base camp. Later
the AnVN compound at DONG Hi and the hamlet of CAM 1O (YD 128595), 9
kilometers west of IONG HAi, were attacked by mortars, The Commander of
the 12th Marine BRopgiment, 3d Merine Division directed that the maintenance
float rader, which had no generator or operators, be emplaced for tactical
deception purposes and that the antenna be moved by hand occasionally,
Mortar attacks in the area have stopped since this radar was emplaced.

(10) The bettalion survey section has rechecked survey
control at the #OCK PILE, provided control for this battalion's partici-
pation in operation MmDIN., and has established declination stations in
each firing battery position.

(11) As of 31 October 1967 the battalion was credited with

552 confirmed and 703 probable enemy KIA since beginning operctions in XN,

c. Training

(1) Training is conducted on a daily basis, and on the job
training is being conducted by all sections. Four soldic¢rs from tho bat-

talion survey section are in theghDCqas chaf*o 'e.tora, two per
‘Confidetitia
' 5




e i, e e i@AfideNIAL ..

besis and provides personnel backup in the wvent casualties erc incurred.
The men are roteted back to the survey section every 30 days to infwe -
they maintain proficiency in their primary MOSC.

(2) Pamiliarization firing of all types of small arms t.akoa
plece on a monthly basis, insuring thoat incoming personncl are familiar -
with their individuel weapons.

(3) Incoming personnel receive a spacial trrining period
which familiarizes thum with the history of the unit, operational aspects
of the battalion mission, tho battalion S0P, regulations pertinent te
their living in VN, and a general orientation to their now onvironmunt
with emphasis on the enemy tactics and heelth hazards,

(4) A1l personnel receive periodic refreshor training on
perimeter defense procedures and the emplacument of Claymore mines, trip
flares, barbed wire, tanglefoot, and the location of the protective
minefields,

. de Chemical. The battalion chcmical noncommissioned officer
inspects CBn protective equipment and tcaches classes concerning opera-
tions in e CBit environment eventhough: the battalion has not yst en-
counterad or employed chemical weapons., The presence of CS dispensers
and canisters on the firing positions and the high probability of re-
ceiving incoming artillery require the constont presence of operational
protectivu masks,

6. Orgenization., In addition to the three orzanic fidng
batteries, headquarters battery, and service battery, the battalion has
attached to it, for administrative and logisticnl control, the 235th
and 238th countermortar radar detachments. No additional units were
assignud to or under the OPCON of the battalion during this quarter,

L. (C) Logistics

a. lLogistical support of the battalion has continued to im-
prove throughout the quarter.

b. The delay in the esteblishment of a direct exchange facil-
ity for repair parts at T.SK FOuCu DONG HA (a forward element of the lst
Logistical Commcrd) hes impaired the meintenance program and requires the
recuisition of parts which could be more efficiently exchanged locally
by the artillery wnits scrviced by the Task Force.

¢. "4 general shortoze of repair parts has nlso impaired the
maintenance program. Zcro balance of tank-automotive PLL has fluctuated
between 24 end 32 per cent during the past querter, Hed Ball Express
recuisitions, designed to remwve ecuipment from deadline for leck of parts,
take 30-90 days between submission of requisition and reccipt of parts.

d. During the last rter, 6 vehicles have been combet losses.
One 5-ton truck (M5.42), one Zioton truck (M3542) end one Command Post
Carrier (M57ZA1) have bsen destroyed by lendmincs. One threesguerter ton

" truck (M37Bl) wos destrcyed by hostile irty fire. Two howitzers (MiO8) were
destroyed by enemy artillery fire,

5. (U). Civil Affairs. Tho battalion has continued its civil affairs
program at DONG HA HAMLET (YD 223610). The Battalion surgeon visits
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the ham’et once each week with a medicel team end an interpreter.
Treatment has improved in offectivoness as the Vietnamese people gain

more confidence in the doctor, drugs, and instructions given to them,

Also encoureging is the return of pvople on a regular basis so e’fective
followup treatment can be given. An immunization program is buing plan-
ned and a native resident of the hamlet who has received basic medical
training is very active in aiding the battalionsurgeon during the visits,
A very simple building has boun constructed to serve as o hamlet dispensory.
On each of the visits approximatcly 100 psople are treated by the surgeons
Food and clothing, obtzined by donations from the Unitod States, are pere
iodically distributed in the hamlet., Crre is taken to give the goods to
the hamlet chief and to lct him make propsr disposition of all gifts,

6. (C) Personnel

a. The bettelion suffered 31 casurlties during this rcporting
period, All casualties ware a direct result of hostile enemy action.
They a.e catagorized as: None KIA; 7 WI. seriously enough to require
hospitalization; and 24 WIAL, but treeted locelly and returned to duty.

b, The battalion is having diffieulty obtaining Turret Artill-
ery Mechanics, MOSC 45G20, Of the six authorized the battalion, only two
are present. This problem hcs been presented to 108th F\A Group, which
has had the requirements transmitted by courier to Headquarters USAdV
and this problem is expected to be solved in thc near future.

¢c. an enlisted infusion program, to limit individual rotations
to the CONUS to less than 25 pur cent in any one month, pioved very
successful. However, no officer infusion program was approved and the
officer turnover during the first two months of this quartcr was 62 per
cent, with 43 per cent of the authorized officer strength rotating during
the month of September. The voluntary extensions of their tours by 5
key officers was the saving factor which prevented the loss of 28 of-
ficers within a 57 day period.

7. (U) Airtillery. The bettalion is equipped with the M108 Self-
Propellud 105mm howitzer., The M57741 Command Post vehicle is available
for the FDC of each firing battery and two are available for the Operations/
FDC/Intelligence comnlex at battalion headquerters. The absence of
hydraulic malfunctions, repid 6400 mil treverse capability, crew protce-
tion, fine mobility, and rapid fire capability of the M08 make it
ideal for operations in the DMZ where combat is characterized by battles
of short durstion with regquiremcnts for immediate and intensc volumes of
firepower. The armor protection afforded by both the M1O8 and the M577A1
is of great velue in the DMZ where the frequency of incoming artillery is
high. Counterfirs can be delivered immdiately with minimal danger to
gun and FDC crews,

8. (U) Other. During the reporting period (92 days), the battalion

trained on 92 days, displaced on 13 days, and performed tactical combat
operations on 92 days,

~ Confidential
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Section 2 (U) Cormander's Observetions and recommcndations

Part I Observations (Lessons Learned)
1. (U) Porsonnel; None
2, (U) Operetions:

a. Jtem: Computing Deflection Correction as sum of drift and

cursor correction,
on: When deflection corrections are written in

the blocks of the drift scale on the GFT, repoated erasure from frequent
updating of the GFT setting soon wears off the paper and the scele be-
comcs unrcadable. The solution used by this battalion is to compute
deflcction corrections for low angle in exactly the same way as for high
angle fire, axcupt the deflection correction is computcd for the initial
round only and thercafter is car.ied as a constant through the nission,
as ususl in low angle firc,

Example: The deflcction correction obtainud from a registration
is LoFP (+) 13. The drift corresponding to the adjusted clovation of
the registration is found to be IWFT (+) 6. The diffcrence, LEFT (+) 7,
is written on the cursor cnd the usual GFT sctting gagelines drewn, To
compute drta for the initial round of a subsequent mission, the manu-
facturer's hairline is set to chart range, ths elevation read from the
clevation grgeline, end the drift is read, also from the .levation
gegoline, (for this example LuFT (+) 8). The deflection corrsction is
the sum of this drift snd the cursor correction: IBFT (+) 8 PLUS LEFT
(+) 7= LAFT (+) 15, The deflsction correction is LnFT (+) 15.

i. subsequent metro yields a deflection correction of wIGHT(=)

3, with an elevation having a drift of LuFT (+) 5. The cursor cor-
rection is deflection correction minus drift: AIGHT(-) 3 MINUS LeFT

(+) 5 = .IGHT (~) 8. The updated GFT sotting is drown and -8 is written
on the cursor, The seme subsequent nission would have a deflection cor-
rection of L&FT (+) 8 PLUS HIGHT (-~) 8 = O,

This method is fundamentall)y the sams as thet described by paragraph
335, C2, FM 6-L0 for construction of the¢ Jefleetion corresction scale and
gives identical results.

Observation: By writing on and erasing from the cursor instead
of the paper scecles the life of the GFT is greatly extcnded, /[s many as
four GFT settings (for diffsrent directions) have been carricd satisface
torily on one charge., For multiple sottings both gagelines end cor-
rections are labcled. /lso, the computer has but one place to look
for firing data--the GFT.

b, Item: sapid wear of brsech and firing mechanism parts.

/ Discussion: Due to large amounts of firing being done near
the DMZ, many parts are wearing rapidly, disclusing wealmessss in matericl

and design. All the following improvements have been recently submitted
es kIr's,
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' (1) Several parts of the breech operating handle assembly
require improvement. The handle itself bends easily, causing excessive
wear on other components and eventual failure of the assembly. A harder,
mere dureble handle is recommended, Latch pins arc also too weak, and re-
ouire replacement at a rat. of about five pur wéck at the present time,
The operating handle plunger has been bending at the latch pin end, causing
the plunger to bind inside the operating handle. Again, harder components’
seem called for. -
' (2) Difficulty has been experienced with the firing mecha-
nism failing to cock when the breech opens., This is causecd by wear to the
tip of the cocking lever, where it ridevs against the breech ring. /i
hardened tip, or harder metal for the entire lever, is recormended,

(3) Breschblock closing springs frequently break during
heavy firing, although breechblocks are kept closed wheneve. possible to
take the strain off the springs. sedesign of the springs is recommended,

(4) The inner and outer retainer and spring recuire com-
plete redesign, The spring between the inner and outer retainers, being
flexible, permits the two to move on scparate axas, causing them to bind,
This frequently results in the tube failing to return to battery b.cause of
faulty operating cam performance., /4 scaled down version of the M=109
system, whidh has a bolt inside of a spring to provide a fix.d axis
of movement, is recommended,

(5) The firing pin on the firing mechanism wcars rapidly,
causing frecuent pauses for adjustment. [/ harder pin is recommended,

(6) The four boltsthat fit into the breech beneath the
breechring work loose ecsily and r.quire onstant tightening, which re-
quir.s partial disassembly of the breech. /4 soft lock washer of some type
is rcvcommoended. 8

(7) The threads tapped into the hole for the closing spring i
ad justor detent are easily stripped, especially since the detent must be i
kept tight for proper operaticn of the breech. The tip of the detent also
: wears quickly, lessening the cffectiveness of the detent and czusing the i

detent to require even more¢ tightening. Harder metal for the detent and i

larger threads are recommended, §
Obsermvation: Many of the parts of the bresch assumbly and firing

mechanism do not appear to be designed and manufactured in a manner which i

allows susteined firing of large amounts of ammmnition, A

i
3
¢

ce Jtem: Leaking around commnander's cupola and ceb top uscape
; /' hatch of M108 Howitzer, 4
, Discussion: The foam rubber-type cupola scels around the

‘ ’ conmander's cupola and cch top escape hatch become psrmancntly compressed i
g after the hatches are kept closed for any length of tiie, resulting in ;
3 leaks, .

! Observaticn: The foam rubber scals around the ccmmender's ;

s cupola and cab top escape hateh of the ML08 Howitzer should be replaced
with hard rubber seals, /n £IR has been submitted on this item,

E_ o 3, (U) Training and Organization: None
i . Lo (U) 1Intelligence: None
5¢ (U) Logistics: None




Part II Hecormendations

1. (U) Personnel: That complete infusion programs be mandatory for
urits arriving in Vietnam,

2. (U) Operstions:

. @e That the deflection correctiom fastor be carried on the cursor
of the GFT, instead of carrying the deflection on the paper face of the GFT,

b, That serious consideretion be given the redesign of many
perts of the breech assembly and firing mechanism of the MLO8 howitzer
as enumerated in Item b. of Observations.

c. Thet the foam rubber type seals around the commander's
cupola and cab top escape hatch of the MIU8 howitgzer be replaced with
hard rubber seals,

3. (U) Treining end Organization: Nome

Le (U) Intelligence: That CONUS Commanders insure the number 1
copy of 3027 or DD Form 1584 is present in the personnel records of
soldiers for whom a favorable NAC or ENTNAC hes been completed.

5, (U) Logistics:

a2, That repair parts resupply receive continued review and
supervision by personnel of the highest cuality,

b. That a diroct exchangs facility be established by TASK FORCK
DONG HA at the DONG Hi COMB.T B.SE. -

DISTARIBUTION:
11-108 FA Group, APO 96267
l-ea Btry, this Battalion
5-83, this Battalion
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AVGL=CO (9 November 1967) et Ind 13 November 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period tnding 31 October 1967 (U)

TOs Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

! 1, Forwarded herewith is the Uperational heport of the 1st Battalion
(10%mm) (SP), 40th Artillery for the quarterly period ending 31 Uctober 1967,
This report is being forwarded to your headquarters since the battalion
was %ﬂmd to I Field Force Vietnam throughout the reporting period.

I. oncur in the recommendations made in Fart II of Section II of
...subject to the following comments:

i g

&

a, Paragraph 1 (infusion program). A comprehensive infusion

program which includes this battalion is currently underway.

b, Paragraph 5b (DX facility at Dong Ha). A proposal that a
direct exchange-. Kility be established at the Dong Ha Combat Base has
been made to the f4sk force which suprlies logistic support for irmy units
in the Dong Ha area, but no such facility has yet been estaLlished.

Gty S

DAVID L O}
Colonel, Arty
Commanding

/
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ATPAMR-D (9 Yov 67) 28 Ind _
5UBJEIMs Operationsl Repert for-Quarterly Perdod Bnding 31 Octod@r 1967 !

(RO3 CSIR-6;) (ist Bn, AOth Arty) (V)
Nesdquarters, I Pield Force Vietn=s Aridllery, AP0 96350, 28 November 1967

201 %nm General, I Pield Force Vistomm, ATDNs AVFA-GO-OT, APO
3 . .

- 1s Oommour in observations and yecommendations centained in basio
eomxurdeaticn and previous indorsement,

2, Roforence: Soction 2, Part II, paragraph 2a, page 10, This
information will be dissaninated in a future 1 FFORCEV Arty Newsletter,

Mol

MAJ, Ariyns: =,
Adjutant

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

/4
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AVPA-GC-OT (9 Nov 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period En
31 October 1967 RCS CSPOR-65 UIC WDFSA 1st Bn, 4Oth Arty (U

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 8 DEC 1967

T0: c_l.ngi.ng General, United States Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

This headquarters has reviewed the lst Battalion, 4Oth Artillery
Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Quarterly Period Ending 31
October 1967 and concurs with the observations and recommendations of

the basic document and previous indorsements. '
FOR THE COMMANDER: i Z /
. L. CHENAULY

2L, AGC
Asst Adjutant Generel




Declassified after 12 years
DOD DIR 6200.10

ST | CONFIDENTIAL "
AVHGC-DST (9 Nov 67) Ath Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operation Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967,
(RCS €S POR - 65)(U) ‘ (

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 18 JAN 1368

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Awmy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report~Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 1st Battalion,
4Oth Artillery (DFSA) as indorsed.

2, (C) Pertinent comment follows: Reference item concerning direct
exchange facility, page 6, paragraph 4b; page 10, paragraph 5b; and 1st Indorse-
ment, paragraph 2b: Nonconcur with the recammendation on page 10, paragraph
5b, The detachment of the 85th Light Maintesnance Company is too small to pro-
vide DX support, An attempt is now being made to assemble an ASL for support
of the units in the Dong Ha area and be operated as a small technical supply
facility, This action should improve the support required in the area to a
satisfactory degree,

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting

unit through channels,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

D. E. TUMAN
Major, AGC
Asst Adjutant General
cy furn:
HQ, 1st Bn, LOth Arty
HQ, 1 FFORCEV

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
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Soocegrmerm

GPOP-DT(9 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1967 from HQ, lst Bn, 40th Arty (UIC: WDFSAA) (RC8 CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Prancisco 96558 3 0 JAN 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

15
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