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2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure
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. CONFIDENTIAL
T OEBATMAET OF THY /RMY
READQUARTERS, 11TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO 96289
WEXELPLa PROONERE
LVAC-AC 1 November 1967
SUBJiCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (ORLL)(RCS-

CSFOR-67) For Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1967 (UIC WFiaXax)

TO: SCE DISTRIBUTION

SACTION 1

SIGNIFIC.IT EVELTS

A COUELID,

1. (U) General. The 11th Combat aviation Bottalion
rmade substantial gains in all areas of performance during this
reporting pericd. 89 percent of the battalion effort during
this period was in support of U.S. Forces. The majority of
army .viation support provided was oriented toward the 1st In-
fantry Division on Operations Portland, Bluefield 11, Shennan-
doah II, and Lam Son 67. UH=1's of the 11th Combat ..viation
Battalion averaged 151 nercent of the programied flyincg hours
for the quarter., Ci-47's of the two assined .ssault Sup-ort
nelicopter Comnanies averajsed 150 oercent of the oro-rarmied
flyaing hours for the quarter. The 0-1's in the Teconnaissance
Jdirnlane Company averaged 176 nercent of the prosramaed flying
hours for the cuarter,

2. (U) iission., The Mission of the 11th Combat
iviation Battalion is to provide:

a2, Tzectical army aviation support as directed by
the i2th Jonbat aviation Group, to elements of U.S., 48VN and
Frce Lorld Military assistance Forces within the II1 Corns
actical Zone,

b, Coam:iand, control, administration and communi-
cations to units assigned to the 11th Combat .viation Battalion,

3. (C) Organization.

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years

FoR oT RD DOD DIR 5200.10
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a., Current orranization of the 11th Combat
aviztion Satiobior 15 0s shicvn in ATIICX ..

Ue oo cnzetaon of the 11th Combat ..viation
Battalion durin. s reportins period is shown below?

. Las e Det, 11th Combat aviation Jattulion - Fhu L2
1.23th nssault Helacopter Couwnany - Phu Loi
16214 .s5uult Helicooter Company - Phuoe Vinh
173rd .s' .ult Helicopter Commany -~ ial Khe
184th teconnaissance .drplane Company = Phu Lol
205th .esoult Supoport Helicouter Company - Fhu Loi
213th /ssault Support Helicopter Caapany - Phu Loi
ito (C) Cormand and Staff Structure,

a. Current command and staff structure is shown
in .miex 3.

b, S5i-nifi~:nt chanzes in the 11th Coibat avia-
tion Tattalion conrend and stoff structure durin. this rooort-
ing peri & arc sl belows

(1Y On 2 .upust 1967, LIC Neal C. Petree, Jr.
replacod James L, oootrer on s the Botlo 1101 53,

setrec, Jr. oas the Comndin- OfFfi r of
sireopboey Soumany,

l"f.'.ﬂ.'*_t‘,t !“‘ ’JTL; N\. a.].

(2) Oa 2 rarust 1967, jud Stokle, .00 i
N
the Héind . vwle ¢

(%) On 2 west ‘967, wud Pobert (o Stofrord
ronlaced 506 Jepiywedn L, Colline es the Camnending urticer of
to 134th connnissonce sarplane Campany.

) On by osasust 1967, LIU Richara 3, fceha.fer
replicod 0 wane sl be Krd she ws the Bantalion wcen v ltic .

) M b oeucust 1967, oo fugbare T, Tink
«epre sl LG Richard B, Schecfer as the Compianaing Officer of
the 173rd Lssault helicoater Ccupany.

(/) On 10 .urust 907, icd Lonnic T. icward

renlaced Lo Denicl b, Lenz as the Comaaniing Orficer ol the
205Lh .s.-ult Sun ot Helizopter Ceapany.

2
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{7) On 15 august 1967, .IC Robert ... Duvall
replaced iinJ lalcolm D. Rixon as the Battalion S-4.

(8) On 28 .ugust 1967, CPT Ronald 4. Brooks
replaced CPT Jackie D. Catt as the Commanding Officer of
HHD, 11th Combat ..viation Battalion,

(9) On 10 September 1967, MiJ Richard ..
Liliy replaced !«J Larry G. Miller as the Commanding Officer
of the 128th .ssault Helicovter Company.

(10) On 21 September 1967, huJ william H,
Smart replaced MaJ John J. Keefer as the 3attalion 5-2,

(11) On 1 October 1967, LTC illiam ... Hobbs
replaced LIC Rachard B. Schaefer as the Battulion Executive
Officero

(12) On 1 October 1967, riid Ralph E. Neumann
replaced hnd Clyde F, Klick as the Bzttelion S-1.

(13) On 1 October 1967, CPT Donald 4. Williamson
replaced LTC Robert .. Duvall as the Battalion S-i.

(14) On 20 October 1967, i.J Harold J. Hill
replaced C.°T Isaszc H. lietzlcr as the Battulion S-5.

B. PLaSowi EL, i0¥uE, DiSCilPudbu, INFORAULTICH .J.D CIVIC
soTiVl .

1. (U) Pcrsonnel.

a. The personnel scction maintained support of
approximately 1800 records during this renorting period.

b, Plamned infusion of all CH-47 and Uh-! units
was initiated durin,; this period, '

c. ~rersonrel section processed 73 requests for
foreign service tour extensions during tids period and of this
fipgure, 51 were for the full six month period.,

d. assigned sains during this reporting period
were 300,

e. Losses during this reporting period were 330,

CONFIDENTIAL
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2, (U) bhorele.

a. The followingz awards and decorations werc re-
co.mended and approved during this reporting period:

(1) Recormended

DSC SS 1O DFC SM BS BS"W" 4Cl .CH"V" . .u"V" PH COa
0
2

AUG 0 0 W 0 2 12 29 33 1612 14 26 9
SEP 0 O 13 0 15 L 38 15 56, 22 4 13
€T 0 ©

1 11 0 16 3 2, 23 226 17 cn
(2) spproved
DSC SS Lo DFC Sk BS BS"W" LM ACHMV" nb V" PH COa

UG O 0 2 28 0 39 0 67 10 451 16 27 37
s.r 0 0 O 8 0 6 0 9 L 1590 9 19 8
oCcT O o 1 15 0 13 34 76 60 305 49 5 7

b, Special Services

Three USO shows were snonsored by the battalion
and improvements on the swimaing pool is a continucus process,
The emphasis that is placed on securing, distributing and main-
taininz special service equiment is instrwaental in keendng
morale at a high level within the 11th Cambat .viation Battelion.

3, (U) Discipline.

Sumary Court  Special Court ‘ General Court Art 32 Inv

AUG 0 1 0 0
SEP 0 1 0 0
ocT 1 2 0 0

L. (U) Infornation.

Inforniation nersonnel have been working on an
avereze of 18 hours daily to provide proper coverare for all
noteworthy cvents occurring within the 11th Combat ..viation
Battalion., 101 daily sumnaries, 56 houe town news releases,
erd nine {cature stories were submitted during the renorting

2

period. Cortinucd liaison with outside news riedia has given
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the 11th Joabat aviciion Battalion gre.tev vecognition in radio,
televasion, and news saper eavere ~c,

5. (U Livic action

- The 11th Combat aviavion 3attolron cavie action
rro raa hes prosressed well, considering the accclerated military
orerations . availlabiiity of manpower and materials. ot the
present Line caohasis 18 being placed on Christmes holiday acti-
vitics. Participation by all units is encourazud., The mission
is tc¢ include as nany local nationel children of all ages, in
es meny activities as possible, and proawote the true spirit of
Christmas.,

b, The school at Lai Khe continucs to increasc
their enrollment to the present 110 students, Supplies arc dise
tributed on a continuing basis, Space available is the only
lLiitinz factor in the growth of this projecct.

¢, Direct medical assistanco continues to be ren-
drred by 3attrnlion medical ncrsoniel.

(1) Phu Loi 80 patients
(2; Lai Khe 60 patients
(3) Phuoc Vinh 80 watients

d¢. The 128th nelt Hel Co cortinues the sponsor-
ship of the Victnamese orphan student in Phu Cuong,

e. Supdlivs, clotmng, and corinmodities continue
to be distributed as they bucamce aveilable.

Co Il T IGU Uu.
t. (U) Simificant .ctivities.
a. On 27 rug 67, S-2 recceived Crlud 2-67 frou HC,
Davision .rtillery, 1st Infantry Division. The plan outlines
the defense for the Phu Loi complex against mortar and rocket

attacks.

b. /i suruiary of norial S-2 actions for the past
three ronths 1s as follows:

(1) duber of clearances validated 20

(2) Luambor of reguests fer NC &

>
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(17 Buolwr of Cliararses ruancl 19

{4) +umir of 1'ulf,;u-.-si,9 for record checks 19
(8) Lumbes of individuatr deoricfines 10

() Deily 1. TSUNS written .20

(7) weckly INTSURS weitten 10

(8) Hit remoris rece~did and forwsrdec to 7th

Air Torce 60
(9) PRIINIIEPS written 10
(10) Ordor of Battlu map Vi datinis 12
(11) Yumber of Secret docuaunts received &
(12) Lumber of Sceret docuwints processcd for
Acstruction .
(13) Lumber of Confidcntial documents
handled 200
(14) Number of nersonncl finzer printid 30

2. (U) Cscape and Lvasion (8&E),

Durinz this noried four ofric.rs attended the iavy
Jungle Survival School (Cubi -oint, Resublic of the Phillivines).
The allocations for Z&E school were allocat.d as follows:

Cffic.rs Unit
1 Hq & Hq Det
1 128th AHC
2 184th AHAC

At prescnt there are 11 E«E qualified officers in the 2:lLi-lior.
(C)

a. Work continued on the 11th C.3 scctor of the
fhu Loi periieter defense with 12 new bunkers being connlit.od,
lierk is continuin: un Fougasse and Husch Flarcs.

3,

Sceuvity,

b. The 3ettalion exmerienccd no sceurity violations
duran~ the weriod requiring investiration under the nrovasions
of mari T2, .7 387 6. lis afimnistratave violations were roccive d

0
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Lo {0) htel.lusmce' and Comter Intelligence Revorts.
The Haily and weekly intelligence, summaries and bi-woukly
PERIWIREP were continued throughout this period.

D. Pa:d, vt nTiUNS & D TRalld. G.

1. (2) Plans.

a. During thas reportinz neriod the concept of
planiinge airmebilie operetions continued to be centralized nlan-
ning and decentralized execution.,

b. Zlanninz of airuwobile cambat assaults, ex-
tractions and major resupnly effort was conducted wathin the
11th Sombat aviation Battalion Operztions Center, Zxecution
of airmobi.e combat assaults involvir; 20 UH-1's or less were
decentralized to coudany level by desa.mnatinc one couwpary com-
mander as air mission commsnder for the operation. Execution
of airmobile coibat assaults, extraction and/or mejor resupoly
efforts involving wore than 20 UH-1's and CE-47's were controlled
by the 11th Combat nviation Battualion Commander from his airborne
Command Post ,

¢. Coordination of aviation sunvort was effected
by the 11tn Jombat .viztion Bottalion Operations Center (BOC),
5.3 tection,

d. Liaison requirements were ascertzined by the
11th Conbat aviation 3attalion and lxaison with the sun orted
unit was conducted by the designated alr mission com:ander,

¢, During this reporting period, the methods
used for planning, coordinating and iia.sorin: aviation supsort
proved very effective. By continuouvs slanrang, coordinatins
end lisisonirz, standard orocedures with sunsorted units have
evoived, and comnord reletionshins wath supororted units were
farnly ceiented.

2, (C} Oxreticns.

a. uperetaor. Portland 12 August - 21 August 1967.

The Dloh Combgt. Aviation Battalion (CaB) conducted two conbat
assaults cn 12 August in support of the 1st Infautmy Jivision.
Uit-1D aircraft from the '62nd Asssult Belicopter Joridzny (.HC),
the '173d -AHC, :the213th Assault Support Helicopter Company
(iSIiC) and onc keavy fire team (HFTngugl.xentcd by thc 188th +HC,
257th CAB fmserted the 1/2nd Infantry from Tong Le Thom to
XNY2763. Arxtillery fire and Tac Alr Strikes were nlaced i tiu
LZ prior to the fnsertion. The l11th -CABs 'smoke ship" was
wnedto scween; tthe soutthh east edge of the LZ during inscrtion.

7
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*iis sauv task or,zriuciion ther inscrted the 1/16th Inf from
Lai Lhe to «T712763. On 14 iugust; Uii=1D aircr:ft of the 128th
end 173rd :ais's, aurnented by an «d0 from the 209th 2.3, conducted
an ad-dristrative move of the 1/18th Inf frou Lai Khe to Chon
Thanh., wLcter thls swse task organization extracted the 1/18%h
Iaf fro.»:1anh Thanh to La1 Khe. On 18 .ugust, the 11th CaB,
under the control of Red Dog 6, airlifted thres Infantry Betta~
lions end two ~rtillery Batturies in sunport of the i1st Infantry
Division. The puroose of this insertion was to sccure the LZ
80 that two batteries of artilicry could be airliftec from Lai
Lhe to cstablish Firc Support Base "Douzhboy". On 21 nucust,
the 11th CaB lifted the 1/16th Inf from Lai Khe to Bau Bany;

the 1/26th Inf from XT673399 to Phuoc Vinh; the 2/18th Inf from
Phuoc Vinh to Bau Bang and the 1/18th Inf from XT662413 to Phuoc
Vinh, The Task organization received lirht to moder:te enemy
serniautauatic and automatic weajon fire et all PZ's but no hits
were sustainud. Gunships engagued the area from whach the fire
cee with urknown results. The 1/16th Inf closed Bau Bang at
0728H in 45 UH-1D sortacs. The 1/26th Inf closed Phuoc Vinh at
11154 in 50 UH-1D sorties, The 2/18th Inf closed Bau Bang at
10554 ir 45 Ud-1D sorties and the 1/18th Inf closed Phuoc Vinh
at 140U2n in 75 UH-1D sorties,

Opcrction 2ortlaid stetastical suuery:

Total sortivs - 37941

T-ztel passcnwers transsorted - 9185
Totzi rarzn transorted - 16598 tons
Tctal hours flown - 1003

b. Oocration Shelby 17 .urust - 24 august 1967.
Un 17 ..gust, the 11th C..B, auga:nted by two wils's fran the
2'4th C.B, conducted o 1ift of two inf Bns in support of thc
195¢h Light Infantry 3rigade to befin Operaticrn Shelby, The
task or-anization for the lafts were 10 Ul=1D's and one HFT
from eac'i of the foilowing commanies: 128th, 1nd, 173rd,
and the 161st and 240th of the 214th C.ud, lorkang fru. four
Pu's, this task organization inserted the 3/7th Inf, 199th
3, erd the 33rd Victnamess Ranger Battelion into five Li's.
artilloery ard fac aar strikes woere used on the «Z vrior to
the inserticn. Gunsh.>ds suppressed tie L2 as the 1ift ships
touched down., The lifts began at 1015H and were campleted at
1100H, Black Jack 6 was thc air .ission Commander for these
lifts which were conducted without incadent. The total statistics
for this Lift, not including sundort frow the 214*h CiB, are as
follows:

Tot>1 sortivs - 327

CONFIDENTIAL
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T tall peacensers transnorted - 768
Totas cor bra. ot - 7o tons

Yotal b ues "Lowi, - ProlT

) \\ c. O, tion Gaieficid 1I 23 Gentedber - 28
Sootenber 1667, Tao lith -9 sade one combat assault for the
1st anfaniry vavisz noon 23 Seotcober 19€7, Uid=10 aircraft
froa tre 140nd and 17304 whe's 1afte? the 1/26th Inf from
(T767.95 Lo AT353427. On 24 Septuber, 10 Li=1D a. i 2 U-1C
~arercft oo, Lhe 162nd LGC flovy one cow bat assault tascicr an
canpe b of the st Inf Dav when they 1iCtud the 2/23th Inf ~ron
P, XT9212, to e 1a1 Kheo On 25 Scpteisber, the 162nd ..i0 acain
flevr 11 sunoort of the 1st inf Div wath e tasic orranizoticn of
10 Vultures, 10 .whin Hoods and 2 wght Fire Teans (FT) vith
vulturce 6 as .ar vassion vomandcr. They flow one cobat assault
vy move the 1/23th Anf fron 72 XT837376 to Lo rawoe Virh, On
26 Septenber, Lhe 128ba LG, cuguented by the 173rd .. Lirthed
the 1/?nd Int Iro. Jo Jmoe Vinhh to L& XT924,3, The 123Uk ..00C
muctented by the 162nd .23 Lafted the 1/26ih onf on 2¢ Suoteiber
reaa D4 STR52500 to W Shee Vanh. turntive cney conbact was

roeoortod e Ulse averction,

Ooerslion Bluefield 1T statistical suvnry:

et sorta s = G6)

Pot oL oo ene Lvg e, corted = 2368
i TYetrl caro iransa rtod - 82 tons
Tetol hours {Lown = 17

. Oper t..n Shmeondooh LI 2% Sectembier - 38

Tre 11 Cumbar L vaiatae trdion's supsort of
vocratien Shenandonl UL was pravoariy for the 1st and 3nd
drigaden, Ist 4 fouuiy Yavasion ardt is sda criode! bhedow:

d
Uctober 1 967 0

1 On 6f. the *23Hh and "7T3rd Jhd's [lew 1n sunport o f the
3rd 3de, 1L anf v by movains the 1/14th Inf froi Lei Khe to
ATH9SNWL 5. The s vms premared by artiliery, Tac uir and sun-
ships. Tuc ~u.shine and slicks had full suppression going into
the w2, Thies sa: aay, the 17302 W0 flew eazle flachts for the
2/16eh Inf, 1sh 550 fro Chioz Vionh te XTS2343,

2 Ocu 7, Lhe +2%h aLivie 173rd WHC's moved the o/ 200
Inf, 3ed Hle 1ro. Loi b e 4 £90LL S,

§ Oct 67. the 173a & moved the 270 [ar, Jrd 3dc rran
La) Khe - ;‘:'7:1:‘551 .

B8 VoL &Y, the (Yere LU vas st o0 3 Lase wroviazilicn of
10 Robinhouds, Tive Bulldogs, ') o b ido =, L Crosshow
MFT's and one Spider HFT iyt Lcrvic can asooin ¢ oant o1l oo
tractien for bavtal. 1 <icc wnts o Lh ot I Div, Th
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insertion for the 2/23th Inf, which was oredarud with arty, tac
air and zunshios, wes from Chon Thanh to XT658559. The 1/2nd
Inf was extracted froun £1725538 to Chon Thanh where they were
later nicked un and moved by Cd-47's to Phuoc Vinh.

17 Oct 67, "." Coupany and "D" Coipany of the 2/28th Inf
were being overrun by an unknovwn end.y force at XTé6835384. The
162nd ..tC, auzacnted by five Bulldogs and two IFT's inserted
"C" Coupary of 2/28th Inf and a iccon plutoun, and later extracted
nuacrous hed Evacs. There were e total of 106 VC Kla (BC), 58
US KI. and 61 Wln,

18 Oct 67, the 11th C.3 aucmented by units of the 269th
C.B inserted 1/16th Inf and 1/2nd inf into the LZ occupied by
thc 2/28th Inf. This saue task orjanization cxtracted the re-
uainder of the 2/28th Inf and later the 1/16th Inf to Phuoc Vinh,

21 Oct 67, the 173rd £HC fluww in sud ort of the 1st and 3rd
Bdes, 1st 4nf Div by rovan: the 1/2nd Inf, 1st 3de froa Chon Thanh
to XT6953. The 1lift startud at 1405H and was conipleted at 144,0H.
The 1/16th Inf, 3rd 3dc wes .oved from XT683599 to XT692547
This Lift stirtcd at 15241 ard was comdleted at 1O4TH,

23 Oct 67, the 173rd «HJ nade ore conbat assault, moving
the 1/26th Inf, Ist i{nf Bdc froi Chonh Tnanh to XT651460.

2, Oct 67, five UH-1D's and onc LIl fron the 162nd (iC
flew eagle flizhts for the 2/18th, 3rd Gde. The bettalicn was
noved from AT823335 to X{309302 ard later extrazcted back to
XT823335. The 173rd .JiC noved the 2/39th Inf, 1st Bde frou
g8inh Chanh to YT293073.

27 Oct 67, the 173rd .io flew casle flishts for the 2/16th
Inf, 3rd Bde from aT8732 to XI867215,

28 Oct 67, the 173rd 4idl, aujwrted by 10 ULi-1D's fron the
269th Ca3 extrect.d th. 1/2nd Inf, 1st 3de fron ZT635513 to
Chon Thanh. This sc.c task . rzarizotion noved the 1/26th Inf,
18t 3dv fron XT6524,60 tc Lai Ihe and the 2/16th Inf, 2nd 3de fronm
XT908320 to Mormuendy 11.

29 Oct 67, all conmperics of the 11th C.8 suported the 1st
Inf Uiv with 3 battclion size lifts, The first 1aft wes for the
1/18th Inf, 1st Bde, which was wuoved from Lai Khe to Chor Thanh
by UH-1D, froi Chon Thanh to Quan Loi by CH-47 and from Cuan Loi
to AT699105 by UH-1D. The second lift was for the 1/23th lrf,
2nd 3de. They were ioved from XT659529 to Chon Thanh by Uil-1D
and frou Chon Thanh to Quan Loi by Cri-47. The tlhard Wit wes
for clements of the 1/26th Inf, 2nd 3dc which were moved froo
Lai Khe to Guan Loi by Cu-47.

10
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30 Oct 67, the 173rd AHC fluw three: cabat assaults and
one adndristrative move for the 1st Inf Div., The first lift
was for tho 2/16th Inf, 2nd Bd¢ from lai Khe to Normandy III,
The sccond lift was for 2/18th Inf, 2nd Bde from l.ormandy
III to Lai Khe. The admin move was for the 2/28th Inf from
Loc Ninh to an woc.

31 Oct 67, the 173rd aHC, augmented by 10 Black Hawks,
flew five coubet assaults in support of the 1st 4inf Div, The
first 1Lift wes for the 1/28th Inf, 1st Bde from Quan lLoi to
XU770080. The sccond lift was for the 2/28th Inf, 3rd Bde
fron An Loc to Loc lMinh., The third 1ift wes for the 1/26th 4inf,
18t Bde fraa XT774816 to an woc. The 4th Lift wss for the
1/2nd Inf, 1st 3de frow Chon Thanh to XT765726. The fifth lift
was for the 1/16th Inf, 3rd Bde from Lai Khe to XI786455, and
from Caisson V to Lai khe.

Operation Shennandoah Il statistical sumary
through this renortings period:

Total sorties - 3197

Total passensers transported = 8455
Total cargo transnorted - 795.4 tons
Total hours flown - 968.,5

e, Opcrstion Lam Son 67 1 August - 31 October
1967. & continuous opcration conducted by the 1st Infantry
Division and the 5th &Vl Division; supnorted by UH-1, CH-47
and O-1 aircraft from the 11th Ca3 as follows:

L Sep 67, the 11th CaB, augiented by three asszult helicop-
ter companics from the 269th CAB conducted a 1lift of 2 Infantry
Battalions whose rnission was to scarch and seal the village of
Chanh Luu, Ten UH=1D's and ¢ ¢ IFT from cach of the following
companies, 128th 162nd and 17 .rd AHC's and 10 UH-1D's each from
the 116th, 187th and 188th #HC's (269th CaB) inserted the 2/18
th Inf into an LZ at coordinates XT829303 and the 1/16th Inf
into 2 LZ at coordinate XT820308, Bacausc the mission of the
operation was to search and scal a villaze, no arty, air or
gunship preparation wos mede, However, artiliery blockingz
fires to the lorth were used. The lifts begzan at 0605H and were
completed at O80CH,

13 Sep 67, the 128th, 162nd and 173rd »HC's of the 11th
CaB, augncented by the 187th and 188th AHC!'S of the 269th Cu3
flew in support of the 1st Inf Div whese overall mission wes
to seal 3 villares: Chanh Luu, located at XT8232, Bo La,
located at XT8232 and a smaller village locatcd apvroxinatel.
500 meters South of Bo La, The first assault wes for the 1/2nd
Inf, 1st Bde into six LZ's in the vicinity of coordimate
XT706428. The second lift was for the 1/28th Inf, 1st Inf Bde

11

CONFIDENTIAL




.I_mm_—. : T N A N I Y S SO,

CONFIDENTIAL

into two LZ's vicinity of coordinate AT848362. The third assault
was in support of the 2/18 Inf, 2nd Inf 8dc into seven LZ's in {
thu vicinity of coordinate XT826305.

The 11th CuB support.d the 18t Inf Div in nunerous village
scal, scarch and dustroy operations throuszhout the Lam Son 67
arca of omeration. Oncretion pam Son 67 continucs at thec cnd
of this reportin- » riod.

Opceration Lan Son 67 statistical suamary through
this reporting period:

Total sorties - 5918

T tal masscrnigers transported - 15876
Total cargo transvorted - 1440.3 tons
Total hours flown - 1747.5

f. 5th ~RVii Yivisicn Dircet Supnort 29 Septumber -
31 October 1967. The 128th «HC, 11th CaB has flown daily in di-
rect support of 5th ~RVL Division as swmiarized below:

: 30 Scp 67, the 128th ~HC flew onc cambat assault in supyort

! of the 5th .V Viv with Tonchawk 6 as «+MC, The Tonahawks

.' lifted one battalion from XT796206 to 1LZ's at XT717246 and XT732.3%.
Task organization was 10 U4-1D's, two LFT's arcd a CéC ship,

Sunslin:er (gun platoon) reportud two VC KB3.. (estimated) by 4Ow:

: and one bunker destroycd at XT675255 by 2.5 rockets, Five
nVN were Med Evac by the slicks from XT722239 and 8 iIWVI Med
| Evac from 477323 to Laii Son,

2 Oct 67, a task or-anization of 10 UH-1Ds, one C&C shap
! and two LFT's were comuitted to move elcients of the 5th Vil
{ Div frum Chion Thanh to XT861591 at 0925H and wcre placced on
leady eacticn Force status (RUF) at Phu Loi at 1015H. &t
14008 the element inscrted nade heavy contuct with a force of
unknown sige. The Tomahawks were scrambled to Ben Cat to pick-
up rinforcements to be inscrted into the saie IZ, Two Tomahawks
werc sent directly to the Lo to make Med Evacs. it this ting,
the WC requested essistance from the Vultures (162nd «Ho),
LThe Vultures swnt two UH=1D's to auzacnt the Touahawks on the
insertion. The Towaheawks continuced to shuttle troops froa Ch on
Thanh to the id and coinpleted the move at 1910H, Two Uh=1D's
lied Evaced seven walkine wounded .1V from XT8661 to Chon Thanh
and three walkin: wounded »VN from Chon Thanh to the 93rd lvac.
They also red Evaced éne US walking weunded fron Chon Thanb to
93rd Evac. Casualties for .."VN unit wcre six KIa, 32 wl. ant
69 hl., Therc were two US Klx advisors and one Vi,

10 Oct 67, whilc liftinz a platoon of the 5th teccnuio Lo
from lam Son to XT737315, onc UH=1D reccived light scoll arus
fire sustainang one hit in thce chin bubble. The aircraft con-
tinued to fly and ass~ulted the target with unkmown results,

12

CONFIDENTIAL

S s e e




e T T o gy T ARG X D

CONFIDENTIAL

12 Oct 67, the 128th AHC supported the 5th ARVW Div with

11 UH-1D's, one C&C ship and three gunships with Tomahawk 6
as AMC, The mission was to move the 4/8th Infantry Reziment

/ from XT760307 to XT823237. At 0655H, six members of the f1th

\? CAB Pathfinders made a combat parachute jump on to the LZ,

Their missiocn was to provide landing information, a mark for
the touchdown point and a small security force. At O700H, the
first flicht of troop carriers f.ouched down in the LZ, 433
troops were landed in 134 sorties flown, The second mission
was for the 5th Recondo Company with 10 UH-1D's, one C& ship
and a HFT, The Tomahavks moved the 5th Rlecondo Company from
Lai. So.. to LZ's XT877136 and XT879132.

16 Oct 67, the 128th ANC supported the 5th AVI Livision
with 11 UH=-1D's and one HFT, The Tomahawks flew one combat
assault starting at 1000H and completed at 1210H moving a
CIDG element of the 4/8 Inf Regt from YTO79755 to XT937821,
One UH-1B while attacking the target at XT860002 received
automatic weapons fire but took no hits. The source of fire
was assault ed and the Uunslingers estimated three VC KB4,

! 29 Oct 67, the Tamahawks moved the 5th Recondo Company,

| with 10 slicks, one C&C ship and one FFT from PZ's Lam Son

! and Hon Dong to Loc Ninh. One Uh-1B received intense small

' arms fire from AU735080 and took two hits. The aircraft was

at 300 feet on a close air supvort mission and continued to

fly. During this oneration, the Tomahawks inoved 29 stretcher

i cases from Loc i'inh to iHon Quan, 18 walking wounded from
AU731085 to Hon Guan and nine walking wounded from Loc Ninh
to Bien Hoa.

The 128th 4HC supported the 5th ~RVN Vivision daily
from 29 Sentember 1967 thru the end of this reporting period.,
The foliowing is a statistical summary of the Tomahawls suport:

¢ Total Sorties - 3863
! Total passengers transported - 8848
k Total cargo transported - 17.6 tons

FEDEVAC of WI4 & Kia = 147
VC KBi (128th AHC) - 31

8. Other continuous operaticns supvorted by this
battalion during the reporting period 1 August - 31 October
1967 are as follows:

Qperation Unit_Supoorted

Barking Sands 1st Bde, 25th Inf Div

Kolekole 2nd Bde, 25th Inf Div

Diamond Head 3rd Bde, 25th Inf Div
13
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Riley
Union Town
Enterprise
Fairfax

h., Other Significant Activities 1 auz 67 - 31 Oct 67.

1st Bde, 9th Inf Div
1st Bde, 9th Inf Div
3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div
199th LI3, 9th Inf Div

3 nug 67 - A gunship in a 162nd AHC LFT
supvorting the IlI Corps Tactical Zone was forced to land ut
XT325095 when onc of the rocket pods exploded. Two of the
crewmen were injured and were evacuated to Chu Chi, The air-

craft was evacuated by a CH-47.

L, Aug 67 - Eight enemy mortar rounds landed
within a 10 minute period in the 173rd AHC base caap at Lai Khe,

resulting in one Wlh, one K4 and five aircraft slightly damaged.

14 Aug 67 - Eleven UH-1D's and a HFT fran the
162nd «HC were used to sonduct a combat assault in supoort of

the 3/39th Inf, 3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div.

Arty and gunships were

used on the 1LZ, however the Vultures received intense auto wpns
and small arms fire durin- the initial landing at XST7T14L€97. 4
total of four UL-1D's and two UH-1C's were hit. One Ud-1D wcs
forced to land with excessive damage to the transmission and
tail boom. ~ Uli-1C was also forcud to land due to puncturcd
fuel cells, Both of these aircraft werc recovcred by a CH-47,
The remainder of the aircraft continued the mission. Therc
were no injuries. The source of fire was silenced by slick

doorgunners, and zunsiups.

14 Auz 67 - One 173rd AHC UH-1D reccived

moderate cnemy auto wpns and Sa fire from £I821314 whilc eunroute

at 100! altitude. Low ceiling required thet the aircraft
proceed low level. The aircreft sustained 4 hits but continucd
to fly. The aircraft cominandcr and zun.-cr were wounded and
cvacuzted to the $3rd Evac Hosp. The source of firc was not

assaulted.

19 hug 67 - » 128th akC IFT augmentin - 11
UH-1D's supporting the 1II Corps Tactical “one cngaped
several enemy targets. They were credited with two VC KBa
(Confirmed) and threce VC hB. (Estimated) at XT3150.3. ut
XT310u, the Gunslingers destroyed nine structures and damaged
12, These targcts were engared with 2.75 rockets and 40 mm.

20 nug 67 - One 205th aSHC Ch~47 reccived
intense automatic weepons fire from XT612434 while landin-
during a resupoly mission. The aircralt sustaining 10 hits
continued to fly. The gunncr was slichtly wounded. The

source of fire was not assaulted,
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23 ~ug 67 - Luring a troop extraction, one
205th #SHC Cit=47 received intense 30 cal auto wpns fire while
at approximetely 1000! altitude. The CH-47 continued to fly,
however the pilot received a minor leg wound and was evacuated
to Dau Tieng.

2, nug 67 - The 173rd 4HC suprorted the III
Corps Tactical Zone with 11 UH-1D's and a IFT, One VC estimated
killed and one structurc damaged at coord X53501 by gunship
with 7.62 and rockets. Onc sampan destroyecd at x54981.

28 nug 67 - While supporting the 2/28th Inf,
a 128th +HC LFT cstimated killing five VC at XT846280 with
rockets and doorguns,

29 iug 67 - One 205th ..SHC CH=47 while
sup-orting the 25th Inf Div received light enemy Sn fire from
XTO65L. The acft sustained two hits and continued to fly. The

gunner was slightly wounded. The source of fire wus not assaulted.

2 Sep 67 = &4 128th AHC LFT scrembled in spt
of 1st Inf Div to coord XT877132, killcd an estimated 25 VC with
rock:ts, miniguns and grenade launchers.

2 Sep 67 - The 162nd .EC gunships encountcred
heavy auto wons fire while marking the IZ for a 1/2nd Inf lift.
Both gunships reccived strike damage and were forced to land
at Phuoc Vinh. The aircraft comander (~C) and doorgunncr of
the lead acft were wounded and evacuated to Phuoc Vinh for
nedical attention,

12 Sep 67 - The 173rd .HC, Crossbows (gun-
platoon), had five VC KB.. (Confirmed), one VC KB.. (Estimated)
and one VC iB.. at coord XT3715, all by 2.75 or 7.62 weapons.

13 Sep 67 - The 11th CiB augmented by the
269th CuB made 3 Ci's in spt of the 1st Inf Div to seal 3
villages in wicinities of coord XT706428, AT84,8362 and XT826305.

17 Sep 67 - One 205th SHC CH-47 flew one
sortie for the 1st Div, Chemicel carrying .5 tons of cargo in
.3 hrs, This was an experiment in defoliation.

26 Sep 67 - Two 128th .HC Un-1B's while fly-~
ing 18 sorties in 14.0 hrs for the 5th Special Forces confirmed
2 VC KBi., estimated two VC KBi, destroycd three structures, one
sampan and one bunker in vicinity of XT335030.

30 Sep 67 = The 128th 4HC flew ore Ci. in spt
of thc 5th .AVic Uiv with 11th C.B Pathfinders to organize the

PZ. The lift sterted at 0755H and completed at 09251 with full
suppression on both IZ's. There were 136 sorties and 454 pax
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in 35.4 hours. The Qunslingers reportcd two VC KB. (Bstimated)
at XT675255 by 40 rm and one.bunker destroyed at the seme loca-
tion by 2.5 rockets., Five .RVN were hed Evaced by the slicks

from XT722239 and eight .RVN Med Evaced from XT7323 to Lam Son.

3 Oct 67 - The 128th sHC Tomahawks flew re-

supoly and medevacs for the 2/8th Inf idegt and 4/9th Inf Regt.
They moved a total of 6 ARVN WIa, 45 .RVL KI. ond threc US Ki..

3 Oct 67 - in 184th Reconnaissance airplane
Company (X.C) 0-1G while cnroute received unknown typc of fire

from XT667414, The round made a 3" by 2" hole in the windshield,

The aircraft was at an altitude of 1100' and continued to fly.
The source wes not assaulted,

L Oct 67 - Two 184th RiC O-1G's reportcd re-
ceiving fire. One received small armms, automatic tracer fire
from YT085370, He reccived no hits, He called in irty and
accounted for three VC hl.. (Confirmed). The other 0-1G re-
ceived light estimated 50 cal fire from XT683420 while flying
at 140u'. The sourcc of fire was not assaulted.

7 Oct 67 = While landing in a field resupnly
area, & 205th .SHC CH-47 was hit by a claymore imune. The minc
was located in a trece, The siap took numerous hits wounding
the zunner slightly. The aircraft proc.eded to Lai Khe with
the injured man.

11 Oct 67 - The 128th ..HC Gunslincers were
credited with six VC K3n (Confimacd) at XT761185, . suspected
VC Basc Camp wus reoorted at XT075202, Four hootches were
reported at tiias samc location.

i, QUadTitlY ST.TISTiCai SUMruRY .UG, SEP ..U OCT

(1) Hours flown UH-1 = 2,272
CH-47 - 7,474
0-1 - _8,569
Total 40,315

(2) Sortics flown UH-1 - 72,999
CH-47 - 25,821
o-1 - 608
Total 105,228

(3) Passengers transported UH-1 - 45,903

CHe4? - 38,981
Total 84,85
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(4) Cargo transvorted UH-1 = 2,454
CY-47 -
Total 46,786

(5) Mcdacal Evecuation = 356
(6) .arcraft Recovered - 32
(7) .nunition expendcds

7.62 .m - 2,018,431
2,75 nm - 10,122
4O rm - 36,920

(8) Eneuy lossus: VC Kia (BC) 28
VC hi. (EST) 50
Structures destroyed 63
Sampans sunk 31

(9) Fricendly Surmary: US bWl. 11
US iian O
sdrcraft hit &0
~arcraft destroycd O

3. (3) Training.

a, rathfipnder Trziping. One pathfinder training
course wss conuaucted duriny the reportin< pericd. The course
was conducted 21 - 31 .upust 1967. Iine »nathfinders from the
Bettelion attended the course whicn nresented the basic require-
nents as steted an US.2V messare oVHAV 26232, This training was
desined to qualify the students sufficiently te aosply for
permianent designaticn as sathfinders uren cowrletion of & six
month on the job trairinz or 25 corbot massions of a s»ecific
nature,

b. AMMTAP Jourses. 28 students from the 11th C.B

attendsd classes at Vung Tau ..F conducted by the 765th Trans-
portation Jetachment. ..ttendance fisurcs are shown below:

Sourse Student Input
UH. . .irreroae 9
Uil 4 T33 Cnzine 2

4

T TO%LL 13 Spgane
Ll sarfraie

o~

Cii=l7 T55 Lo ine 2}

Sup 1 Sourse (.vionuics

Tech Supply) 2
17
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c. ViF .victor Traininz., The 11th CaB had three
Vi.F aviators attachcd for transition and tactical training in
the UH-1 on 21 suzust 1967. The three VE.F aviators were
attached to the 173rd LHC at iai Khe., Training of the VH.F
aviators has progrussed smootiily and as of the end of this re-
porting period ell three VLWF avistors are proficient in all
maneuvers in the UH-1D and w.re bcing utilized daily as
operational pilots on 2ll types of missions,

d. In-Country Flight Crew Training and sviator

ion. During this reporting period, pilots and air crews
from the 135th assesult Helicopter Compeny and three iustralian
Navy Pilots assigned to the 222nd Comkat Aviation Battalion re-
ceived flight crew training and in-country orientation with the
f1th C.B, This training was conductcd without incident in a
highly setisfactory manner,

E. LOGLSTICS.

1. (U) Significant activitics. The major logistic
effcrt during this period have becn directed toward:

a. Improvins adunistrotive supoly proccdurcs,

b, .ssisting units in the ficlds of supply, 4
logistics and related activitics.

c. Construction of thc Cznonment nrea. i
d. ©Construction of .ircr=ft lcvetments, 1
2. (U) supply. !
s ..Ssistance visits for the purposce of deternininz
unit's status, 1dentifyins wozknesses and assisting in detedil to
correct deficicneies, with cimphasis on mat.rial reediness, f

3. (U) Construction,

a. Operctional administrative, mess and billct }
facility construction has continucd under the self help prosran, |

b. The 34th Enginecr Battolion (Construction)
has tzken over the construction of the threc meantinance hangers
startud by the 554th Engincers,

c¢. Personncl bunkers have been constructed in all
bilict arezs.

18

CONFIDENTIAL




SRR T~ PP T R i i Ay - s

e

- - CONFIDENTIAL

F. S1G.L.

1. (U) lork on the extensior of thc Com:unications
Center has been finished, .11 Signal Operations are in a new
building constructed by the Comsuunicetions Section. This has
enebled the Camino Scction to release two Shos Vans for use
within this deedquarters.

2, (C) & Crypto Room has becn set up and is complctely
operational, In addition to the "Land Line"/VHF teletype circuit,
the 11th CaB has instalicd a redio telctyme (RIY) system as an
alternate means of passing traffic when the VHF circuit is out.

3. (U) The nav 2epair Shop is capable of giving 2nd
and limitcd 3rd echelon maintenance supnort for ell ground
communication equipment for all subordinatc units of the
Bettalion,

L. (C) The Comao Section has becn cble to adapt
Security Gear (Ki'=7) to the .11/VSC-2 Radio Teletypc configuration,
This hes zaven the Battzlion the sccure RTT capebility installed
in our Crynto Facility.

5. (C) The 11th C.B has reccived anothcr radio tele-
type configuration called the wii/iC-19, The configurcation is
mounted in & jecp with a trailcer which carrics additionzl radios.

a. Fully hoeded, the configuration cerries the
followinaz:

(1) HF RIT system .Jif12C-95
(2) 1 FM i NRC-46
(3) 4 FM .N/PiC-25
(4) 2 HF W/PRC-i7
(5) 1 UHF .J:/PRC-41

(6) Necessary storape area for all battcries
for PC-25, 41 and 47.

b. Threc MiC-119's have been reccived. Two
have been distributed to outlying companies (162nd and 173rd).
The third willi be distributed to the 128th,

6. (C) The 11th CaB has reccived the «i¥/il-10 and
N /.5C=11 Comiumications Consoles. Thesc scts will be installed

in the Comuand and Control ~ircraft. Thesc consoles wall have
a sceure voice capability utilizing the ncw K¥-28,

19
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

Ge 1 JINTENITL.

1. (U) The completion of one meintcnance hanger hes
enhanccd working conditaons greatly during the daylight hours,
but the lack of lighting fecilities in the structurc has ham-
pered night maintenance operations, .. sccond maintenance
hanrer is nearing comsletion end will provide the same facilitics
with lighting lidtataons.

2. (C) Thc Battzlion has received seven UH-1D and onc
UH-1C aircraft to replacc losses. .t the end of the period the
units are short thrcc UH-1D and onc O-1G aircreft, using the
criteria of 21 UH=1D's per essault helicopter compeny. a
shortage of UH=-1D float stock in thc supgorting aircreft
meintenance company cxists, and replecements for aireraft down
for extensive maintenance zre not available in adequate quentities.

3. (C) Lateral search throughout thc Battalion has
proven extre.ely successful in filling EDP requisitions. Sup)ly
support in most cases has shown  uaprovement and with the intro-
duction of the NCB 500 computer system in the suprorting DSU,
further inprovenient is anticipated.

4. (U) Revetments for protuction ageinst rortar
and rocket attacks hove beon cowplcted for oll aircreft in the
Battalion.

5, (C) Dlue to on increass in the nuwadber of aarcraft
being supported by our sup.orting rizintenance corpany, the
Battzlion is expericnece a slower turn around tinme on :ircraft
work ordcred to the DS hzirtenance Lomnany.

6. (C) FOD continucs to be the greatest cause of
preLature enjyine fuilure. FODU accountcd for 4O of the engines
requiring chanze, while bearing failure and high EGT cledied
another 23%. I‘he renainins 37% wes attributcd to miscellancous
failures., The average time for early engine change was 425 hours,
far below the prograuiaed 1200 hours, :

H . l\vll\ Tloh SAFETY .

1. (U) There has beun a gredual incrcasc in the
accident rate during the pcst ninety days though the overall
accident reate has bcen low, Over half the accidunts during
this period were caused by pilot error while the remaindcer
were caused by material failure,

2. (U) There have been eight major aceidents, onc
minor accident, twelve incidents, ten precautionary landins,
eight forced landings, and threc¢ combat damages reported

20

CONFIDENTIAL

|
%



during this period., Six of the major accidents and the
minor accident were in UH-1 aircraft, the other two major
accidents were O-1G aircraft.

3. (U) The following is a sumuary of the accidents
and incidents reported during this periods

ACCADENTS _INCIDENTS |

Engine failure 3 Mushed through on landing 1
Tail rotor strike 2 Jeep antenna hit blade 1
Downwind takeors 1 Ground guide error 1
Dovnwird landing 1 #ireraft hit tree 1
Landed leng during Rockst explodod leaving aircraft 1
rainstcrm 1 Gunnor walked into tail rotor 1-
Fuel starvation 1 Tail rotor failure 2
Over gross for Lost RXM 1
conditions 1 Engine failure 1

Landed short, hit ditch 1

Flap failure 1

4. (U) The principal cause factor that required
forced or precautionary lendings to be made are:

FORCED L,JING PREC. . UTIONARY LuNDINGS

Short shaft failure
Fuel starvation
Hydraulic feilure
Enginc failure
Powur loss

Tail rotor failure

Engine oil seal failed

Fuel leak

Lost transmission oil pressure
Cyclic servo mount broken
Hydraulic failure

Power loss

Fuel linc quick disconnect failed 1
Stud bolts on oil filter camc off 1

——a ) = p) —-
- A —a ot Ny -

5. (U) & noteworthy cause of accidents end incidents
is downwind takeoffs and landings. Continued emphasis must be
placed on avoidance of this type of procedure unless it is abe
solutely required by tacticcl neccessitys

I. SURGEON.

(U) The medical resources of the 11th CAB remains re-
latively unchanged, however the megnitude of support offered by
thenn has zreatly increased, The 1ith C..B hedical Detachment has
the resoonsibility for providing medical supjort for two non 1ith
CiB units which bring the total for the bettalion dispensary to
suport to over 2,500 personnel, This increased requirement is
a darect consequence of thc reduction of fixed post medical fa-
cilities by the L4Lth hedical Brigade, The battalion dispensary
now provides 2 hour emergency nediccl officer covcrage and basic
nedical laboratory support for the entire nost.
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LESS01S Lk.RI.ED
a. (U) PRiSON EL.
Item. Personnel Infusion Program.

Discyssion. Duringz the month of Octcber 1967,
command emphasis was placed on the infusion program. A survey
of suprosedly infused units assigned was concucted and it was
determined that none of the units were properly infuscd., sn
imiediate program was undertaken to infuse all units within
the battzlaon. This "crash" program neccssitated the transfer
of approximately 100 personnel, withan the battalion, result-
ing in & reduction of combat effectiveness of all the units for
a period of avproxamatcly two wecks. » much longer period of
ineffectiveness would have resultcd if the units had been re-
quired to infuse on this scale with units outside the battalion,
especlally if person el were infused frou units cquipped with
the UH-1H, Both pilots and maintenancc person el trained on the
UH-1l{ requare aditional training before they are mission ready
to fly and maantain the UH-1D hclacopters. During the month
of October, twelve aviators from o unit equipped wath UH-1H

.aircraft were in fact infused froa the 188th «HC, 269th C..3

into the threc asscult helacopter companics assigned to the
11th C.B. the infusion was accamplished on two separatc dates,
23 and 30 October. On cach of thesc datecs two aviators from the
188th whC werc infuscd into cach assigned assault helicopter
conpany and were réplaced by two other avistors from the re-
ceivini unit. The pursoniel infused from thc 269th CaB had been
flying the UH-1H helicoupter and the unit into which they

were infused were equinped with the UH-1D, This necessitated
the stesering of the infusion to preclude any reduction an the
degree of coubet effectiveness of the companices involved,

QObservation. Cantanders are reluctant to have
their units partacanate in the infusion »regram becausc it
requires the giving up of aviators and enlistcd personnel
with known qualities and abilities for other aviators and
enlisted personrel with unknown qualatius and cbilities.
odditionelly, the replacement aviators and enlisted personnel
right require additional training in the particular type equip-
ment assigned to the unit, prior to becoming operetionally
proficient. This additional training, when required to be
given to a relatively large number of nersonnel and the resulting
loss of operational quality, reduces the combat effectiveness
of the unit, The need for infusing e unit is evident. How-
ever the plan by which a unit 1s infused nust be well thought
out to mininize tl.z loss of combat effectiveness cnd preclude
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and preclude unneccss.ry mersonnel inconvenience, Once the
plan is implemented, it must be forcefully exscuted, and the
required infusion goals attained within the prescribed time

4 limit, Faeilure to sccomplish the infusion goals will result

Y iR the unit being unable to accouplish 1te wWission when the
perponderance of its assigned personnel rotate as a group,
leaving a void of trained personnel which are difficult to re-
place and only perpetuates the DEROS hump into yet anothcr ycar.

B. (C) 02uu./liuis.
item. Defoliation Operations by CH-47,

Discussicn. Testain,; the Cu=47 as a defoliation de-
livcsy aircraft wos anitagsted on 11 Seotaaber 1967. TFour
test flichts were conducted and testanz was conpleted on 18
Suotenber 1967. On this date, the cheiucal scetion, 1st In-
fantry Divasion dewied both equipment and Cil=47 delivery 100%
cffective., lornal orccecdure for conductin~ a defoliaticn missicn
is as follows, The Ciie47 furnished by 11th C.B reonrts to H&,
ist Inf Div for bricfin; and loadinz, The Ci=A7 crew reccive
a briefin- on terget arca and are ziven maps by 2 rcprcsentative
of the cherucel scction while Hersonnel from the sectinn lead
the daswnsing: anparatus on the CH-47. The defoliation apparatus
includes a 500 gallon fuel pod, a gas powered motor, fuel hosing,
and s spray boom. The aircraft ramp is lowered and the spray
boom extends seven feet aft of the ramp section. After apparatus
is installed, the fusl pod is filled with 500 gallons of defoliant.
fate of dispensing has been computed at 50 gallons per minutc,
for a total of 10 minutes of continuous spraying. A total of
209 acres can be covered with 500 gallons. The spray boom al-
lows for a 100 foot wide strip to be defoliated. The most e¢ffcc-
tive speed while spraying is 0 knots. The desired altitude is
betieen 25 and 50 feet absoluge altitude. Twenty seconds be-
fore the deféliant s released, the CH-47 aircraft commander
notifies the chemical personnel enboard by turning on the red
$roop warning light. Two aeaconds prior to reaching tarct arce,
the aircraft commander turns on the green light and activates
the troop alarm bell. At this time, personnel from the chonrical
section activats the dispensing apparatus. Dispensing adparatus
is deactivated when red troop light is turned on by aircraft
commander. Due to vulnerability to enemy fire while operating
at lower altitude, defoliation missions have been rcstricted
to perimetera of base camps and areas that have previously
been cleared by rome plow. When security is in question, =
light fire team will escort the Cii~47. Defolisut has recently
been obtained thru supply channels and actual amissions will
be conducted in the near future.
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Obscrvetion. «dvanteses of the heliconter over fixed
wing deldver is the abality t. become discruct with target arcas.
Fixed win: aircraft often had overlap affecting fricndly crops,
This application of imegination in avietion hes ziven the Coimand-
ing General, 1st infantry Division the ability to deny cover
and concealnicnt to the cneiy aloag heavily traveled roads end
around base caiuns.

C. TReINLHG W ORGNIZ,TION, LUMNE

D. IMTEL.1ENCE., NONE

E. LOGISTISS . D M. ANTEL.NCE.
1. (U) Itoi. Thirty.GPH Kenco Pump.

Discussicn. =«l1l units were surveyed to determine
the suitabilaty of 30 GPu Kenco Punps for mini-port opcreations,

Observation. The 30 GPiv pumn was founa to be un-
satisfactory and a recon. cndation was made to delete this iten
froa the TOE and replece them with 350 GPti pumps.

2. (U} Itea. Foreim matter in oircraft fuel tanks.

Uiscussion. Alth.ugh P0L »urps anc M4SC tank
trucks heve filter scparctors, foreign particles mey be purmped
irto aircroft or vehicles fuel tanks becausc both the filter
elauent and the dispensing hoses are subject to deteriorztion.

Observiation, This nroblem can be eorrccted by
inscrting nozzle straincrs in the dispensinz nozzle and checking
theu daily.

3. (U) Iteu. Lack of adequate lighting facilitics
to perform night nmaintcnancc.

Discussion. To support the flying hour program it
is necessary to establish a2 24 hour a day naintenance oneretion,
The lightinz scts provided by the unit TOR is inadequate in type
anC number to supvort such an operation, So long as this con-
dition of poor lizhting exists, the efficiency of nizht main-
tonance onvrations will be below ner and potential safety
hazards will continue to be an ever prescnt problen.

Observation. Plans to construct sadequate lighting
in newly constructed niaintenance hanrers will solve this
problem for units occupying such facilities. Hangers of this

2
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nature are not fcasible for field sites. and still a requirement
for 24 hour ovcration exists, therefor TO&E cquipment should be
changed as follows:
CbtSot& Maint
RiC  Chtaglt Dot

Floodlight Set, Portable,
hodel NF-2 FSI. 6230-752-2082 1 3 2

Floodlight Set, FSK 6230-299-
5642 2 Baxes per Set 2 2 2

Floodlight Set Elect, Portable

Tripod lount, 4 Flood lights,

120V (Xinas Tree) Fobv 6230-29G- :

5879 6 2 2

Lizht Sct, General Illumination
25 Outlet FSi. 6230-295-7077 1 2 2

Light Set, 100 ".att Lamp V//25
Foot Long Cable Foir 6230-239-
3518 L 3 3

Light, Extension, 100 V.att Laap
W/100 Foot Ceble FSN 6230-268-
9246 3 3

It is fclt that the lighting scts listed above will best
meet the nceds of units operating in the field.

L. (U) g Shortage of qualified eirfranc re-
pairmen (10S 68G20) and non availability of replaccment aircraft
for those mucting criteria for the aircraft Depot Exchange
Program (2200 hours).

Discuyssion. &t the present time the Battalion is
experiencing a critical short:ge of airfreme repairmen (MOS
68G20). It appears that no relief for this shortage is in
sight. This situaticn when ccmbined with the fact that high
tine old eircraft require cxtcnsive sheet metal repair,
present a critical problen.

Qbservaticn. It has been requested that civilian
airframe repairmen be nrovided at unit level to off-set this
critical personncl shertagc. .8 of thig date information is
not available on the status of this request. It appears that
the .ircraft Depot Exchange Prosjram is felling behind schedule
and as a result units will continue to fly high time aircraft
until such time as replacements are nade available,
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5. (U) Item. Shortage of maintenance float aircraft.

Discussion. Adrcraft estimated g be down for
extensive maintenance at the Direct Support Company should be
réplaced with maintenance floats. Dur to a lack of available
maintenance floats, the operational units are cxoerienciny an
excessive amount of aircraft down time., :n incrcasc in the
tom aromnd time for aircraft in the supporting inaintenance
company is attributed to a substantial incrcase in the nunber
66 sircraft they are required to support and a shortage of

personnel.

Observetion. When maintenance floats ere evailable
for isswe, aperational commitments can be met and additional
time is available to the maintenance campany to correct mainte-
nance deficiencies which might otherwise be overlooked. If in
fact, supporting units are required to accept additional work
loads beyond their capability, all supported units suffer.

A definite need for additional maintenance support cxists.

F. SURBEON. NONE

SECTION II, PART II

RECOMMENDATIONS
ROME., c
. R / \.‘/‘
v 3 . /" ) ‘
/ / . o 4 oo '{'
K
LEO re SUUCLR
LIC, Ch
Commanding
ANEXS

# = Jurrent, Urgacization

s Al o
T i i ' i Withdrawn, Hqs, DA
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AVGC-SC (1 Nov 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (ORIL) for Feriod Ending
31 October 1967 (RCS CSFOR-55) (U)

hEADJUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUF, AFC 96266 18 Noverber 1967
TI'RU: Comranding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APO 95266

TC: Assistant Chief of Staff Force Develovment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) One covy of the 11th Combat Aviation "attalion's Opera-
tional Revort - Lessons Learned (ORIL) (2CS CSFOR-65) for the period
ending 31 October 1967, is forwarded in compliance with USARYV Remula-
tion 1-19, doted 3 l'ovember 1967.

2. (U) This headquarters irs reviewed subject rerort and the
fol' owing corments are made:

a. Reference: Section I, mara-raph G. L., rage 20. ionthly
revetrent report indicates that six (5) oircraft revetments were still
‘mcomnlete.

b. Reference: Section II, Part I, paracraph L. 3., nare Zi.
Recommendztions were solicited from all battalions as to the type of
lichting set desired. The most popular set desired was the Iloodlicht
Set, Portable, lodel "F-2, Action has been initiated by this headcuarters
to rrocure 156 sets through the J'SUKZ program.

¢. Reference: Section II, Fart I, paracraph 3. 4., paze 25,
Liiring of civilians has been initiated oy 34th Aircraft iaintenence
and Supply Group. Iilowever, the assisgnment of civilians to combat units
is £till a matter of ciscussion at 34th Group and USaRV.

FCR TH& CCOITAND.JR:

10,0
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AVFBC-RE-H (1 Nov 67) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operutional Report-Lessons Learned for Qun.rterli Period iInding
31 October 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (UIC-WIFU 70) (U
DA HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 7 DEC 1967
THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTI: AVBA-C, AFU 96307
Commanding General, USARV, ATiNs: AVHGC-DH, APO 96375
Cormander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-CT, APO 906558

™0 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Am, u“hing‘ton, DoCo 20310 ‘ :

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This cormand has reviewed the attached report and concurs with
the couments and recommendations with the following comment:

p(25), para(4), shortage of airfraue repairmen, (1S 68G20).
DS 68G20 is an Arrmy wide shortage. This shortage in Vietnar. is USARV
wide and relief does not appear to be in sight.

FOR THE COMILANLZR:

K’S_C '
h. E. W 33

CPT, AGC =

Asst AC 7
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AVBA-C (1 Nov 67) 3rd Ind
SUBJLCT: Operational leport - Lessons Learned ((.1L)(kCS-CSF(k-67) For
Quarterly Feriod snding 31 October 1967 (UIC WFAXAA) (U)
)eC 1 61967
HEAD.UA:.TERS, 1ST AVIATION BHIGADE, ATIN: AVBA-C, Al O 96384 DEO

THLU: Comnanding General, U.S5., Army Vietnam, ATTN: aViiGC=-DST, 10 6375
Commander in Chief, U.S. Army racific, ATTH: GircP-0OT, AIO 96558

T0: assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developient, Department of the
army (ACSWOi. DA), '.ashington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headcuarters has rcviewed subject repart of the 11th Com-
brt aviation Baltalion, cmsiders it to be adequate and concurs with tte
contents as indorsed,

2. (U) The following additional comrents are considered rertinent:

a. 1eference Zection II, tart I, ~aragraph .1, rage 24: u&aV
unclassified nessage AVEGD=3L 63350, DiG 230733% Sep 67, subject: lLuap,
f Fuel Dispensing, 30/40 Gl I Kenco,changed the authorization to 100 G!l. pumps.

b. reference Section II, lart 1, paragraph 12, page 24: JSibV
unclassified message aVIGD-SI 17817, DTG 2111064 iar 67, gave instructions
tor construction of field expedient strainers. USA.V unclassified umessage
AVI'"D-SD 64413, DIG 2902467 Sep 67 listed FSN of correct strainers and out-
lired appropriate requisitioning instruactions.

FCo 'IHis COMMAND:aR:

e
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AVHGC=DST (1 Nov 67) 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (ORLL)(RCS-CSFOR-65) For Quarterly
Period Ending 31 October 1967 (UIC WFAXAA)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VILTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 17 JAN1Y.S

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters,
11th Combat Aviation Battalion (FAKA) as indorsed.

2, (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a, Reference item concerning lack of adequate lighting to perform
night maintenance, page 24, paragraph 3; and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 1b:
Nonconcur with 1st lndorsement, paragraph 1b, Requests for additional light-
ing sets should be submitted as MTOE action by the 1ith Combat Aviation Battal-
ion,

b. Reference item concerning shortage of qualified airframe repair-
men (MOS 68G20), page 25, paragraph 4; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2, Based
on projection of input through 30 April 1968, it is anticipated that the 12th
Aviation Group will be at strength, Requisition shortfall in MOS 68G20 has
contributed to the USARV shortage in this MOS.

¢, Reference item concerning shortage of maintenance float aircraft,
page 26, paragraph 5, During the period, USARV averaged 80 UH-1 type heli-
copters short of authorizations which significantly reduced the number of
float aircraft available to operational units, Programmed input of UH-1D/H
aircraft should eliminate shortages by May 1968, UH-1B/C and AH-1G input should
eliminate gunship shortages by February 1968, Programmed deployments of addi-
tional aircraft maintenance companies will also alleviate some of the present
shortages,

3. (U) Correct UIC Number «FAKAAA.

L4, (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting
unit through channels,

FOR THk COMMANDoR:

J?&(}P/a-zaztd

C. S. NAKASUKASA

Captain. Af.(;

Assistunt Metjniant General

cy furn: Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
H¢y, 11th Cbt Avn 3n Declassifisd after 12 years
He, 1st Avn Bde DOD DIR 5200.10
30
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GPOP-DT(1 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1967 from HQ, 1lth Combat Avn Bn (UIC: WFAKAA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 $9 JAN 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

POR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

/4’ .
c L7L’4/~4L*

HEAVRIN SNYDER
CPI, AGC
Asst 4G
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