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t DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OTTKX or THE ADJUTANT OENCRAL 

WAEHINOTON, 0.0. «MIO 

k 

in nmy mrtm n 

AGAM-P (M) (20 Feb 68) FOR OT RD-67X180 23 February 1968 

SUBJECT! Combat After Action Report - Operation HONG KIL DONG, 10th 
Aviation Battalion, Period 9 July - 31 August 1967 (u) 

TO! SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Forwarded as inclosure la a report, subject as above. 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure 
appropriate benefits In the future from Lessons Learned during current 
operations, and may be adapted for use In developing training material. 
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US Army Civil Affairs School 
US Army Engineer School 
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US Army Infantry School 
US Army Intelligence School 
US Army Adjutant General School 
US Army Missile and Munitions School 
US Army Southeastern Signal School 
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US Army Military Police School 
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Commanding Generals 

US Army Weapons Command 

US Army Flight Training Canter 

Commanding Officers 

US Army Aviation Test Activity 

10th Combat Aviation Battalion 

2 



Inc" 1 
AVG.'-AE 

IEP ARTMENT OF THE ARMÏ 
HEADQUARTERS, 10TH CCKBAT AVIATION BATTALION 

ÍPO 96377 

Con-f i den 

- p 

32 Septei*er 1967 

SOBJSCTs After Action Report - Operation HONG KIL DONG (U) 

THRU: Commanding Officer 
17th Combat Aviation Group 
APO US Forcee 96240 , 

TO« Commanding General 
let Aviation Brigade 
APO US Forcee 96384 

1, (U) ïÿpe operations : Search and Destroy (Hong(Kil Dong). 

2. (C) Date of operations : 090700 July - 312400 August 1967. . 

3. (C) Locations: CQ 245375. 

4. (U) Reporting unit: 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, 

5. (C) Units supported: RCKFV 9th Republic of Korea Infantry 
Division and Capitol Republic of Korea Infantry División. 

6. (C) Intelligence: At the outset, the latest intelligence 
estimate reported that approximately 1,800 VC including elements of 
5th NV/, Division and 95th NVA Regiment, were located to the west of 
Tuy Hoa in the mountainous areas. 

7. (C) Mission: The mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Bat¬ 
talion (Reinforced) was to: 

a. Provide direct support to the Capitol, Republic of Ko¬ 
rea, Infantry Division (GRID), 

b. Provide direct support to the 9th, Republic of. Korea, 
Infantry Division (WKRID), 

c. Provide general support for RQKFV, 

Fo(*c<rep 
1 
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d. Be prepared to masa aviation aupport as directed ty CO, 
10th Combat Aviation Battalion to aupport the ground commander» 

8. (C) Concept of Operation. 

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion using throe assault heli- 
oontor companies, the 48th, 129th and 188th and two assault support 
helicopter companies, tho 180th and 196th supported Republic of Korea, 
Forces Vietnam elements (CRIB and UHRID) in the conduct of extensive 
search and destroy operations. 

9. (C) Execution, The operation began on the morning of 9 
July with a multi Regimental assault into the mountains in the vici¬ 
nity of the Tc* Hoa - Dong Tre - Oung Son triangle. Subsequent as¬ 
saults (Company, Battalion and Regimental) wore conducted throughout 
the period to the southeast and northwest of this area until the 10th 
Cceibat Aviation terminated support of tho operation on 31 August 1967 
due to a mission change from 17th Combat Aviation Group. 

UNIT 

48th ARC 
188th ARC 
129th ARC 
155th ARC 
180th ASHC 
196th ASHC 
281st ARC 
117th ARC 

Totals 

b. 

o. 

d. 

Operational statistics by companies. 

Ifigopsfalftefl) cargo (Lift od-Tons') Sorties hours (flown) 

13,020 1,052.5 
26,446 2,670.3 
32,033 2,448.7 
2,237 • 81.6 

11,139 6,702.8 
9,314 3,543.4 
1,169 36.5 
_till ¿8.8 

12,091 ..3,457,6 
12,857 3,549.0 
14,150 . 4,327,3 
1,216 442.4 
6,625 . .1,449.2 
4,618 914.9 

930 180.6 
603 . 12 A. 3 

96,031 16,584.6 53,090 14,445.3 

Hodical evacuations 100 

Ccnbat assaults 

(1 ) Company size 

(2) Battalion sizo 

(3) Regimental size 

Extractions 

(1) Company siso 

(2) Battalion also . 

(3) Regimental aiztf 

Q C to-f i c N -/ < 
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Ammunition expended 

,080,650 

f. Right time 

(1) 129th AHC 

(2) 4Sth AKC 

(3) 180th .^HC 

(4) 281st AHC 

(5) 188th AHC 

(6) 155th AHC 

(7) 117th AuHC 

(8) 196th AHC 

10, (C) Results of Operation, 

a. Enemy losses 

(1) Enemy KIA 637 

(2) VC captured 88 

(3) VC detained 34 

(4) .'mall arms captured 359 

(5) Orew served weapons captured 94 

(6) Telephones captured 15 

(7) Switchboards captured 3 

(8) Radios capturod 36 

b. Friendly losses 

(1) KIA 27 

(2) WIA 

3 

Con /¡Jcñ 

2.75" 
3,339 

/.Oirm iÇSs 

195.5 

82.5 

61.0 

0 

36.2 

- 6.8 

0 

0 



(3) WIA u 

■ (i») m 0 

(S) MIA 0 

11. (0) Administrative matters are included in the discussions 
listed in paragraph 13. 

12. (C) Special equipment and techniques. 

• a. Whenever the tactical situation permitted, Chinooks, with 
their greater troop carrying capacity, were effectively used to move 
large numbers of troops into the operational area in minimum time. 
This was accomplished by the formation of tactical air columns compris¬ 
ed of DH-lD's, CH-l»7's, and armed helicopters for escort. An adequate 
number of OH-lD's woro provided to conduct the initial assault into 
the insecure landing zone. After these troops had secured the land¬ 
ing zone, (minimum of five minutes) CH-ltf's wore used to bring in tho 
bulk of tho combat troops. If this was to be a final extraction from 
the pick-up zone, tho last troops out and tho pathfinders would bo ex¬ 
tracted by OH-lD's. Tho armed helicopters provided armed escort at 
tho landing zono after first firing preparation fires $ minutos before 
tho initial assault. A second gun team was required to provide covor 
for tho final extractions at tho pick-up zono. This technique requir¬ 
ed positive control by the mission commander, ho wo vor, it proved very 
effective throughout this oporation, 

b. On ono combat assault, conducted on 16 August 196?,1 !»6 
Engineer troops woro initially rappelled into a proposod L2 and thr¬ 
ough tho uso of explosives and chain saws, cleared an area in which 
approximately h50 combat troops were inserted. Although this process 
took a considerable amount of time, first in rappelling tho Enginoors 
shd then in tho clearing of a suitable landing area, this procedure * 
proved micccssful. With improved methods, training, and oquipment, 
a more rapid LZ preparation may be realized. 

o. Tho 10th Battalion Coranand and Control element displac¬ 
ed from Dong Ba Thin to Fhu Hiop a few days prior to tho start of the 
oporation. From this location tho TOC was botter able to react to 
•3? situation as well ss to control and coordinate tho efforts of tho 
subordinato units. 

1. Operations Order 32-6? Attached as inoloauro 1 to inclosure 1 ■VvH 

V. 
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d. A particular characteristic common to dll 62 of the con- 
bat assaults conducted during the operation.was the frequent use of 
several pick-up sones with simultaneous assaults Into several landing 
sones. The complexity of the assaults was further complicated by tine 
requirements Imposed by the ground commanders for assaulting each of 
the LZ's. The number of pick-up zones for these assaults ranged from 
a minimum of one to a maximum of seven while the number of LZ's for 
one combat assault was as high as 15. 

13. (C) Commnndor's Analysis. 

a. Armed helicopter sappert. 

(1) Comment: Armed helicopter support for this opera¬ 
tion was vary effective. 

(2) Discussion: 

.a The effectiveness ef the gunshlps was a direct 
result of an adequate number of aircraft being made available to ac¬ 
complish the assigned mission. Provisions were made In the planning 
phase to limit the number of simultaneous assaults on insecure land¬ 
ing sones to only that number which could be effectively propped by 
the available gunshlps. A functional fire plan was provided which was 
flexible enough to cover all unforeseen changes. 

b Reinforcing the gunshlps organic to the support¬ 
ing units was a continuing problem. On several occasions, the sup¬ 
ported unit commander requested as many as AO UH-lD's and 15 CH-A7 ' s 
to assault as many as 17 LZ's, yet did not request the additional gun¬ 
shlps necessary to support the supported unit's tactical plan. 

b. The supporting unit must be Informed. 

(1) Comment: During the planning stage of this opera¬ 
tion, several problems were encountered in obtaining accurate, time-, 
ly and complete Information required to complete the operational plan. 

(2) Discussion: 

a Information required, pertaining to location of 
landing zones to be used, was not made available to this unit in suf¬ 
ficient time to allow for proper planning. Landing zones were fre¬ 
quently changed. In spite of this unit's recommendations against se¬ 
veral proposed LZ's, the ground units continued with their planning 
based on the assumption that Air Force bombing Would provide usable 
landing zones where none were available. It was pointed out that in 
recent attempts made by the 9th ROK Division this method proved Inef¬ 
fective and that they should not plan to usa these areas. 

2. Operations Order 31-6? Attached aa inclosure 2 to inclosure 1 

Qe/ur>Al 

S' 
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It On several occasions this headquarters was not 
provided the information required to preparo no vouent tables until 
loss than 36 hours prior to proposed assault tine. This does not 
loud itself to the proper preparation and dissemination of pi»«« in 
sufficient tine to allow participating subordinate units adequate 
planning time to conduct an operation this extensive and complex. 
When this information was received, it was incompleto and failed to 
include all the troop olanonta and cargo to bo moved. On one occa» 
sion there had boon no provisions mode to movo two 4.2 mortar pla¬ 
toons (3 CH-47 sorties for each of the rogimonts). Another time 
there wore no provisions made to provido a security force to secure 
the area whore the CH.47's wore to land with the artillery. 

0. Communications, 

(1) Comment: During the planning and execution of those 
operations there were several exemples of communications failure bo- 
twoen the supported unit and this headquarters. 

(2) Discussion: 

Û Our roquiromonts for space and support in tho 
form of engineers and soeurity for tho refueling and rearming aroa 
were relayed through tho liaison officer several days prior to tho 
timo actually required. At this time, it was indicated to this head¬ 
quarters that everything would bo provided, however, when wo request¬ 
ed this support, it was apparent that tho responsible parsons had not 
boon modo aware of our roquiromonts. 

i It was repeatedly requested that the supported 
unit limit tho number of pick-up aonos in order that this headquar¬ 
ters could provide pathfinders at each location and that English- 
speaking officers bo provided in all PZ's to insure proper loading 
and provido assistance to tho pathfinders. Despite tho assurancos 
that our requirements would bo mot tho numbers of pick-up zones did 
not do croase and intorprotors wore not provided. This was a recur¬ 
ring experience throughout tho oporation. 

d. Aircraft utilization. 

» (l) Comments: There ore several ways that utilization 
of tho CH.47's could bo improved with resultant more efficient oper¬ 
ations. 

(2) Discussion: 

A 3ho 7AC CP's wore requested to use slings to 
carry os auch of their bulk equipment as possible to eliminate the 

C¿>/v 
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tiEf required for loading and unloading, i.o,, tontngo, conoortina 
wire, oto. Although sling equipment was available the supported 
units persisted in moving those loads internally, causing a consi*, 
dor able amount of .vastod timo idilio aircraft sat on the ground await¬ 
ing to bo loaded and unloaded. This practico resulted in ext ended 
exposure of the aircraft to on any fire os well as the waste of valu¬ 
able r.iroraft time, 

b It is recognized .that some internal loads crp 
necessary for tho conduct of operations, Adequate personnel must : 
bo provided for loading and off-loading of all internal loads, Ch 
several occasions, only two or three men worked loading end unload-.: 
ing CH-47 internal loads idilio additional troops obsorvod from 20 
to 30 motors away. 

£ Excessive loading time means not only that tho 
aircraft con carry loss in a given time but also that it becomes 
moro difficult to schedule refueling. Loss aórtica con be program¬ 
med botwoon each refueling and TAC CP's are out of ocomunioations 
with their subordinate units for longer periods of time. Often 
in singlo ship landing zones, other aircraft must orbit and waste 
valuable flying time while waiting for tho Chinooks to bo loaded. 

d Loads for CH-47's must receive the careful 
attention of tho person responsible for thoir preparation. Samo 
ships wore not fully loaded idilio many of the artillery loads ex- 1 
coodod tho 7000 pound maximum for the CH-47 (mountainous regions, 
1000 foot or more above sea level). For example, during ono day's 
operation, on 12 August 1967, two aircraft woro used to displace 
TAC CP's and flow a combined total of twenty hours and fifty-five 
minutes yot carried only 25.5 tons of cargo, which is for bolow 
tho load capability. When conparod with one other aircraft which, 
eq on artillery displacement, flew ni no hours and forty minutes, 
hauling 58,S tons of corgo; it is readily apparent that tho two 
aircraft moving the TAC CP's woro not being properly employod. The . 
loads, as prepared, vaied from a minimum of approximately lOOO lbs 1 
to a maximum of 9500 lbs. This caused much wasted aircraft time 
while these loads ware rearranged, 

0,, Forward support areas. 

(l) Comments Forward support areas wore established 
for this operation to facilitate expeditious refueling and rearm¬ 
ing. This resulted in a greatly reduced turn-around timo from LZ 
to support area to PZ which incroas od aircraft availability and 
also produced a proportionate decrease in tho number of hours flown 
in support of tho operation. In daily operations an average of 
3I8 hours and 1,217 sorties woro flown. 

QoÑ’f'd tfj-t iceL 
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(2) Discussion: 

ü The- support croa must bo largo enough to ncooiio- 
oato a rearming croa soporcto from the refueling croa, /aso, parking 
space for standby aircraft to alleviate traffic congestion and im¬ 
prove the safety of operations, separat: rofuoling areas by aircraft 
typ0» i«o., Liftships, Gunships and Chinooks aro advisable, /roas 
approximately 800 motors by 400 netors wore doomed adequate for this 
operation. Hiring tho latter stage of the operation, a 16 point re¬ 
fueling area was established which proved highly satisfactory, expe¬ 
diting roôioling oven at peak activity periods. Through tho use of 
additional oquipnont, not TOE to this battalion but on loan from 1st 
Log Command, a rapid refueling capability was achieved. This was 
highlighted in tho last major 04 conducted on 20 August 1967 when 50 
helicopters landed, rofuolod and took off in 28 minutes. 

fc RCK Engineer support was initially inadequate, 
resulting in lato stockages and slow resupply of the facilities. Con¬ 
struction and improvement of tho poor road network in the area of op¬ 
erations was a primary consideration for which engineer support was 
mandatory. 

£ Local security of tho refueling areas was in¬ 
adequate at tines. Hi one occasion, a squad of nine men was given 
tho task of securing an eighteen hundred motor porinoter, Of ne¬ 
cessity, tho forward support area must bo operational prior to tho 
coBnonocnont of oporcUons and tho sûpportod unit must provide se¬ 
curity for this vulnerable activity, 

f. Tho liaison officer's role as a responsive link between 
ground force and nission connandor. 

(l) Oomont: Tho liaison officer provided a direct 
responsive link between tho Division Command Group and tho Mission 
Commander throughout tho operation. 

-- (2) Li, cuss ion: This direct link between tho liaison 
îu irL',?^l0?rt0d ^ tho ^vision G-3, .Mr Liaison Officer and 
the Artillery Unison Officer provided on immediate and flexible 
channel through which the operation was effectively monitored. All 
changes wotfo efficiently coordinated at tho correct level of command 
and pertinent information was relayed as required. 

g. Reinforcement of aviation support. 

Ö-) Ccmnont: Throughout tho operation, problems ex¬ 
isted between this headquarters and higher headquarters as to whe¬ 
ther sufficient reinforcing aircraft would be provided to support 
the planned combat assault as requested by the ground conaandor, 

C tfs f / d-r tv d > fl I 
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, Wscuosion: Qi several occasions doubt existed up 
«Li* Y,ya t° a oonbQt Msault as to exactly how neny aircraft 
would bo available for the operation. Despite frequent calls to high- 
tv! or-dquurtors and liaison visits it was not always possible to fix 
the number of aircraft which would bo, available. Movement tables, 
lire support plans and operations orders would have to bo altered at 

ouoRtürtV11??*0 t0nQdd 0r doloto roi^orcing aircraft which wore re¬ 
quested earlier, Äio to tho distances involved between tho reinforc- 

^ f02 of operations, it was impossible to deters 
mino until tho last minuto if tho support wouT.d bo provided. 

+v ,. . p* . l23B0ns loarnod are enumerated in detail in 
T ? 1?^,Cqtïnt Avlation Battalion ORLL for tho pori.'d ending 31 
July 1967. Fe» or »» tT eol -TAG ITR 8 

14« (C) Roconnendations. 

turn nm-Q+t bcliooPtor support! It is rocomondod for all fu- 
turo operations that any request for addition^ lift aircraft also 
52,7® ® i?}'10ît for 2 owresponding number of armed helicopters. 
Tr.í® Particularly important where numerous LZ's must be assaulted 
simultaneously to support the ground cconander's plan. 

of tM. tb* S"?P°r^ng unit nust ^ informed! Since tho success 
of this typo operation hinges largely upon tho aviation'unit, it is 

nv'^tfi7 r°?"Cd that ^ 3UPPorted unit provide the'supporting 
80o-t^^iMWÍth 11116 Jni,ornation Pertaining to tho operation^ 
!?? 66 ?°faibl° ^ 311 ^ case» th0 aviation element must receive 
ol! complete and accurate information required to complete tho movo- 

Mní Îm1ûS n°î latcr than 43 hours prlo:r t0 tho start a« opera- 
ao?plox*, '‘Viation unit roconnendations on LZ selections, 

T^St. d alrCr"ft roquirod b3 considered by tho suppwt- 

-,, , c> . Uoimunientionsi It is roconicndcd that a mininun of one 
English-speaking officer bo available at each pick-up zono wtenovor 

noa"EnS*i=h spenking troops. It is further rooannond- 
nli^î th J1115^^6? °f this communication problem bo atrossedtö '' 
^nP+h^ -a1lnV°iV^ ^ j0int “P®'21110118 with moro inportanco placed 
upon tho relay of tincly, complote, and accurate information. 

m râ*/,AiL°rft^tilí'‘ation (CH-47)! Tn order to obtain the 
Mxinun CH-47 utilization during tho hours flown, cargo nets should 

S 0arg° as P0S8ibl°* Where it is not possible 
to carry „ling loads, tnc supported unit should take necessary action 
!°^^!!^that nunbor °f oro available for fading 
Md unloading, ÜMs roâuoing ground time to a minimum. Chinook usage 

sä îÆ1' ^ *o’• p~- 
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e. Forward support areas < 

(1) Tho basic stockage levels and resupply ratos of POL 
and oDEiunltion Bust bo osccrtainod early in tho initial planning et ego. 
Initial stockage nay bo conputod considering tho ooncopt of operation, 
nunber of LZ's, oatina tad flying tine b; typo aircraft and the avail» 
able supply routes. 

(2) Definite requirements for enginoor support (im¬ 
provement of tho support area and road network build up) must bo 
placed on tho supported unit during tho initial planning phase. This 
requirement should stipulate the specific ation required with conple- 
tion datos end must bo closely nonitorod to insure conplianco, 

(3) Security roquirenonts should bo definite to 
roconnendod force sizo, reporting place and tine, 

U) Convoy control noasuros aro mandatory to insure ex¬ 
peditious flow of the supply train. The supported unit must stipulate 
definite measures to preclude unnocossary delay of tho resupply vehi¬ 
cles. 

f. Tho liaison officer oust be co-located with the supported 
unit's command element throughout tho operation to insure smooth coho- 
sive operations. 

g. Reccnnond, that in futuro operations’, tho aircraft com- 
mittod for any phaso be determined in sufficient tine to prepare the 
operation orders, novenent tables and fire support plans. 

FCR THE CCMKi'iNEER: 

2 Inolosares 
1 OPOHD 32-67 
2 QPORD 3I-67 

/ JACK W. SERIG '/ 
Major, Infantry 

v Adjutant 

O/'J 
-f , d é 0 “f / O-L 
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lutn uoDiDst Aviation Battalion 
Phu Hiep RVS (CQ 2lt38) 
1U1200 August 1967 

Incl 1 to Incl 1 
OPORD 32-67 

Referencoi Maps, Vietnam 1:50,000, Series L7011:, Map Numbers 67¾ II, 
6733 I, 6733 II, 6831: III, 6833 IV, 6833 III. 

Task Organization 

1:8th AHC 117th AHC 188th AHC 
2 LFT 1 LFT 2 LFT 
1: UH-1D 13 UH-1D 
2 UK-1D CtC 

1. Situation. 

a. îiiemy - Current I 'TSOíl. 
b. Friendly Forces - Current 3ITRÎP. 
c. Attachments - Task Organization. 

2. Mission - The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion helilifts 13 companies 
of the 29th Regiment and 30th Regiment of the 9th ROK Infantry division 
into 7 landing zones south of Ninh Hoa HVN commencing 1006.30 /agust 1967. 

3. Execution. 

a. Concept of Operation. 

(1) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion utilizing 25 UH-IO and 
5 CH-1:7 aircraft, will holilift 13 companies of the WtRin into 7 LZ's 
as shown in Annex A (Air tovemont and Loading Tables). 

(2) Fires. 

(a) Artillery preparation: LZ preparations ending 0625. 
(b) Tactical air support: LZ preparations ending O6OO. 
(c) SAC air support: ARC Lite O50O. 
(d) Gunship preparations Annex 3, r'iro Support Plan. 

b. Tasks. 

(1) li8th AHC. 

(a) Provide 2 LFT (Joker 1 end Joker 2). 
(b) Provide li UH-lD's lift ships (Blue Star). 
(c) r>rovido 1 UH-19 C&C for command group. 
(d) Provide 1 UH-1D CVC for Commanding General VHRID. 

(2) 117th AHC. 

Provido 1 LFT (Sidewinder). 

155th AHC l80th AS3C 

6 UH-lG 5 CH-1:7 



(3) 188th AHC. 

(e) Rrvldo 2 LFT (Spidor 1 and Spider 2). 
(b) Provide 13 UH-1D lift ships (31rck Widow Slue and 

Sleek Widow Rod) 

(h) 155th AHC - Provide 6 UH-1D lift ships (Slue Star Plight) 

(5) 180th ASHC - Provide 5 CH-lf lift ships (Difî '’.Jindy) 

e. Coordinating instructions. 

(1) Tine Table - Annex A (Air urvemont and loading table), 

(2) 1 PZs 

(a) PZ 1. First lift, the Slucstars will land in trail on 
north sido of tho PZ on the white lights. The Slackwidow Red flight will 
land in trail on the south side of tho PZ an the Am >cr lights, loth fli¬ 
ghts will land at 2i*0 degrees or as directed by PZ control. Subsequent 
lifts will land as directed by PZ control. 

(b) PZ 2. First lift, the Blackwidow iluo flight will land 
in trail on the north side of the PZ on tho green lights. Tho Big Windy 
flight of 5 aircraft will land in trail on the south side of the PZ on tho 
white lights. Both flights will land at 21*0 decrees as directed by PZ 
control. Subsequent lifts will land as directed by PZ control. 

(c) PZ 3. Blackwidow flight of 7 aircraft will land in 
trail on tho orange panels at 21*0 or as directed by PZ control. 

(3) Aircraft loading - Annex A. 

(U) Flight routes, RPS and orbit points - Annex C - »lap Overlay 

(5) Enr^utc Altitude - Annex C - Map Overlay 

(6) Fr-rmatirns 

(a) LZs 1,8 - onroutc fornati-n single trail - 30 second 
separation botwoen aircraft. 

(b) LZs 2,9,10,12 - enrouto formation 2 ship, echelon right 
30 second separation between flights "f 2. 

(c) LZ 3 - enrouto formation single ship in trail - 5 
minute separation between aircraft rapellings 2nd phase single ship trail. 

(d) CH-1*7 aircraft will maintain 60 second separation 
between flights. 

(7) IZs (Location - Annex A). 

(a) LZ #1 - 1 ship LZ cut out of north side of rock pinnacle. 
Land to the south with a right turn-out on take off. 

/2 



(b) LZ #2 - 2 ship LZ land to southwest, prepared helipads 
fron previous operations. Take off to Southwest with a right turn out. 

(c) LZ #3 - Bombed out area on saddle. Engineer team will 
:.’n.pr>r^ into and prepare a 1 ship LZ with a take off and departure lane item 
j,v: west. C and C aircraft will advise on landing and take off. 

(d) LZ //8 - 1 ship LZ on saddle surrounded by 25 foot trees 
on all sides. Touch down area appears to have scattered bushes. Land to 
west, take off west with right turn out. 

(o) LZ #9 - 2 ship LZ on ridge. Covered with scattered trees 
and rocks. 

(f) LZ #10 - 2 ship IZ on sloping ridge with 2 level areas. 
Scattered trees and rocks. 

(g) LZ #12 - 2 ship LZ, flat bare field surrounded by 25 foot 
trees. 

(8) Downed aircraft procedures - SOP 

(9) Reporting points - off PZs and off LZs. 

(10) Weather decision - 0600 hours by LTC Crooks (weather delays 
in one hour increments). 

(11) Rules of engagement - is per LOI, 10th CAB 

(12) Pathfinder organisation of PZs as briefed. 

4. Administration and Logistics 

a. Refueling - Aircraft will refuel Blue Star refueling point at 
Ninh Hoa. CH-47's will refuel at temporary miniport north of heliport. 

b. Fuel loads UH-1D aircraft will arrive at PZ with 1000 lbs of fuel 
unless otherwise briefed. CH-47 aircraft will refuel as par company SOP. 

c. Dust off - Dust off will orbit east of operational area viciaity 
BP 9976 at 4000 feet. 

d. Medical evacuation 

(1) Evacuate RCK wounded to 102nd Medical Evacuation Hospital at 
100th RCK Logistical Command, BP 0260. 

(2) Evacuate Us wounded to Nha Trang, 8th Field Hospital. 



o, Roarnirtg - Gunchips viU rocín c.t Bluo Stcr roar mi ng points 
at Sinh Hoa. 

5. Ca'srjru’. mC. Signcl, 

a. Signal 

(1) Ccnncui. Fruquonoios - FM 45.3* UHF 237.7, VïIF 122.7 

(2) ~ltornr.co Conrrá.' ïrcqucncios - Rî 44.3, UHF 236.7, 
UHF 122.5 

i . , 
(3) Gunshipc - FM 45.3, UHF assignee', unit frequencies for sir 

to air UHF 122.7 

(4) Dust off - IK 47.9, UVF 237.7 

(5) FiX - Fi.' 32.4, UHF 301.5, foggoc1. Sco'por 85. 

(6) Pathfinders - ffi 47.8 

(a) PZ 1 - .'Iphr Control 

(b) PZ 2 - Bravo Control 

(0) PZ 3 - Charlio control 

(7) Refueling - Blue Star Control IM 34.95 

(8) Sr'.oko 

(.-) PZ - PZ 1 green, PZ 2 violet, PZ 3 green 

(b) LZ - yellow 

(c) one’.iy fire - red 

(cl) Friendly distress - greon and yellow 

(e) liodioal evacuation - violet and green 

■ (f) Friendly - greon 

b. Coiauand 

(1) illTF Ccnuandor - iiaj Baile 

(2) Mission Conaandor - LTC Crooks 



(3) Alterna to Mission, Conoander - LTC Sauls 

(4) Second Alternate Mission Commander - MoJ Ellis 

CHOCKS 
LTC 

ANMEaES 
4 - Air Movomont and Loading Table 

B. Guns hip Support Plan 
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10th Combat Aviation Battalion 
Phu Hiep RVN (CQ 2^8) 
IO23OO August 1967 

Ind 2 to Incl 1 
OPORt) 31-67 

Referenoai Maps. Vietnam 1:50,000, Series L7011*. ¡lap lumbers 6735 I. 
6736 IT, 6835 IV, 6836 III. 

Task Organization 

l<8th AHC 

2 LFT 
5 UH-1D 

180th A3KC 

7 CH-1:7 

117th AHC 

2 LFT 

196th ASHC 

5 CH-1*7 

129th AHC 188th AHC 

1 LFT 1 LFT 
1 HFT 13 UH-1D 
12 UH-1D 
1 UH-1D Vß (CQ) 

10th CAB 

1 UH-1D (cm:) 
1 Du3toff 

1. Situation. 

a. Tneïïy forces - Current I\TS:'M. 
b. Friendly forces - Current SITRFP. 
c. Attachments - Task organization. 

2. fission - The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion helilifts lii co-nmics 
of the Cavalry Regiment and 26th Regiment of the Capitol ROK Infantry 
Division and U Artillery Batteries into 15 landing zones west of Van Canh 
RVN conmonoinp 120730 August 1967. 

3. Execution. 

a. Concept of operation. 

(1) Manuovor - The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, utilizing 31 
UH-lD's and 12 CH-li7's will holilift 1L companies of tb CRIB into 15 LZ's 
os shown in Annex A (Air Movement and Loading Table). The first phase 
will consist; of 3 flights holilifting the Cavalry Regiment and 26th 
Regiment in a vortical envelopment combat assault into multiple LZ's. 
Phase two will bo the holilifting of'the bettolion ond Regimental 
Tactical Headquarters and four batteries of artillery into multiple LZ's. 

(2) Fires. 

(a) Artillery preparation: On call. 
/ (b) Tactical air support: LZ prep terminated NLT 0730 

(c) Ounship preparation: Annex C, vire Support Plan. 

b. Tasks 
« 

(1) 1:8th AHC. ' 

‘ ¿id -• 



(a) Provido 2 UT's (Joker 1 and Jrkor 2). 
(bj Provido 5 lift ships (Blue Star Plight). 

(2) 117th m¡. 

(-.) Provide 2 LPT (Sidovindcr 1 and Sidewinder 2). 

(3) 129th ¿liC. 

(a) Provido 1 LPT and 1 HPT (Cobra 1 and Cobra 2). 
(b) Provido 12 UK-1D lift ships (Bulldog Rod and Bulldog Mu 
(c) Provido 1 UH-lû .C&C for GRID CO. B 

(4) 183th ¿1ÍC, 

(a) Provide 1 LPT (Spidor l). 
(b) Provido 13 ÜK-1D lift ships (Black Widow Rod and Blad: 

widow Bluo). 

(5) 180th ¿SÍ.C. 

Provido 7 C/ï-47's as lift ships (Big Windy), 

(6). 196th ¿SKC. 

Provido 5 OH-47's as lift ships (Pllppcr). 

c. Coordinating instructions. 

(1) Tirio table - inn ex (¿ir Kovesaont and Loading Table), 

(2) PZ's. 

two flights in tr- il^n"t ^ PZ v,i11 bC; organized to lend two liignts m tie.tl in two oolur.ms fron north to south. Land t • tlir 
northwest or os directed by TZ control. 

four < + 265897) - The PZ will bo organised to land 
in lu four Cfiur»s iron north to snath? Land to the 

northwest or os diroctcd by .-Z control. 

- „ , W pz ”2" (BQ 925775) - Lend four flights in trail in 

*PZ àSi?™ ,10rtl1 t0 S5Uth* ,L'-ld to thc ^thwst or as SoSod 

northwest in Jäl.PZ' ^ ^ ^9°35 “ No Pathfinders. Land to the 

north to ^ 823856) r Lend two aircraft in trail fron 
nortL to south. Lane, to the n rthwost > as dirootod by PZ e ntrai. 

•' <« - »» 1,44,0 ih 

(3) /dreraft loopings ¿nne» ¿. 

(4) Plight routas, HP's pad orbit points: ¿nne* C, Php Overlay 

(5) Enrouto olUtudo« ¿nnax C, Map Ovorl-y 

2 



(6) Formations - A 30 second separation will be maintained between 
UH-1 flights and 60 second separation between CH-47 flights. 

(a) LZ's 1, 2, 6, 7 - Formation onroute V of 3’s - lending 
single ship. 

(b) LZ's 3» A» 5 - Formation enroute TAC heavy left - landing 
four ships abreast. 

(c) LZ's 6, 9, 11, 12 - Forme'.ion enroute TAC heavy left - 
landing 2 ships abreast. 

(d) Li's 10, 13 - Formation enroute V of 3's - Landing V of 3'e 
(e) LZ 14 - Formation enroute TAC ioavy loft - Landing 5 ships 

abreast. 

(7) Location of IAS's - Annex A, 

<0) Downed aircraft procoduros - SOP 

(9) Reporting points Off PZ's, RP's, and Off LZ's. 

(10) tieothor decision - 0700 by LTC Sawls (Weather delays in one hour 
iner.iem <), 

(11) Rules of Engagement - SOP. 

(12) Pathfinder organization of FZ 's as briefed. 

4. Administration raid Logistios. 

a. Refueling - .,droraft will bo refueled at ESSO (CQ 070739) and TEXACO 
(BR 84OO55) as proscribid in Annex A. 

b. Fuel loads - Aircraft departing Phu Hop v/ill top off at ESSO enroute 
to PZ and aircraft departing Lane Heliport will top off at Lane Heliport prior 
to leaving for the first . Z. The CH-47 will refuel per company SOP. .J.1 sub¬ 
sequent refueling aircraft will top off. 

0. Dust Off - Dust off aircraft will orbit over VIC 3Q 7999 rt 4OOO' 
and monitor FK 46.9 and UHF 237.7. 

d. Medical evacuation. 

(1) Evacuate US wounded to Quin ïihon Evacuation Hospital, 

(2) Evuouato P.CK wounded to 6th RCK MASH (BR 9/0228) 

0. Rearming - Gunships will roam at TEXACO (BR 34OO55). 

5. Command and Signal 

a. Signal. 

(1) Command Froquonoies - ÏM 45.3, UHF 237.7, VHF 122.7. 
(2) Altor neto ooirmand froquoncios - ÏM 44.3, UHF 236.7, VHF 122.5. 
(3) Gunships - Hi (assigned unit firoq) UHF 237.7, VHF 122.7. 
(4) Dust Off - R. V7 -.7. : 
(5) FAC - Fil 32.4, UHF 301.TUM_. 

^ ¿i?" 



(6) Î flthfinders 'V 47.3 

\ 

i 

(a) ï 2 A - Mphn Control. 
(b) rZ B - Bravo Control. 
(c) TZ C - Charlie Control. 
(d) rz H - Hotel Control. 
(e) TEXACO Control - TEXj'.CO refueling point. 
(f) ESSC Control - ESSO refueling point. 
(g) Artillery Control - (’’Z "E"). 

(7) Smoke. 

(a) "Z "A" - Green; TZ "B" - Yellow; ÎZ "C" - Yellow 
I Z "G" - Yellow. 

(b) LZ - Violet. 
(c) Enemy fire - Ced. 
(d) Friendly distress - Green and Yellow, 
(e) Friendly - Yellow 

b. Command. 

(1) AMTF Commander - Maj Gen Low. 

(2) Mission Commander - LTC Sawls. 

(3) Alternate Mission Commander - Maj Ferran^er. 

(4) 2nd Alternate Mission Commander - Maj Kc"horter. 

CUOOKS 
.LTC 

MWXES 
A - 'ir Môvmont and Loading Tab’’ -!. 
B - Gtmship Support rlnn 
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