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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HBiDQPARTBRS, 1st BATTALION (AW)   (SP)   44TH ARTILLERY 

t\PO SUV FRANCISCO 96269 

AV?A-ä!W/44-0 1 Sovemter 1967 

SDBJBCTi   Qperatiaaal Report-LesscnB Learned (SGS C3POH-65) for 
Querterly Period Biding 51 October 1967 

TOi See Dtetributlon 

SBCTICir I (U) SIGSIPICÜNT QRGj^IZATION OR UNIT üCSITlTlEa 

.%*    (c) General 

a*    The organiaatim structure of this battalion is as followei 

EQ & HQ Battery» Ist Battalim (^W) (SP) 44th Artillery 
Battery A» Ist BattaLL« (AW) (&) 44th Artillery 
Battery B» let Battalion (AV) (SP) 44th Artillery 
Battery C, let Battalion Uv) ISP) 44th Artillery 
Battery D, let Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery 

ATTACHEID 

Battery 6 (Hachinegun Caliber «50)? 63th iartillery 
Battery 6 (Searohli^it), 29th artillery (Administration and 
Courts-Martial Jurisdicticn) 

b«   übe battalion remained under the operational control of the 
3d Marine Hvleicn daring the reporting period and the positioning of units 
ee reported in previous QttLL remains unchanged.   Battery 6» 29th Artillery 
remaine in support of uaiC end U.S. Amy units in tne I Corps faotical Zone 
from Ba Itag south» 

o«   Die primary mission of the battalion continues to be that of 
direct ground support of 3d Marine Division elements as announced in the 
last OBLIt*   The battalion maintains its capability to perform its sir defense 
mission aa a secondary role. 

Downgraded at 8 year Intervnk 
Dcelauified after It jean 
DOD DIR 5200,10 
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AVPA^AT-l/44-0 
SDBJECTt   Operational Rep 

Qpartorly Period' 

2«    (C)    Intelligence! 

The Battalion S2 continued to attend dally intelllgenoe briefinga 
oondooted by the Jd MiRSI7 (r.JD) located at Dong Ha«   Additional IntelllgeaDe 
vaa obtained from battalion unite in the field and fron situation reports 
fron Marine units operating In this tactical area«   Other intalllgenoe 
was obtained fron petrols operating in Seotor II of the Bong Ha Combat Base. 
The sector is the responsibility of the battalion, and is a part of the 
overall defense for the Bong Ha Combat Base«   One third of the patrols 
«ere provided by batteries of the battalion«   Bailyi an Intelligence briefing 
was conducted by the Battalion 82 for the battalion staff and batteries 
located at the Bong Ha Combat Base,    Battery C, located at Camp J*J* Carroll, 
received their intelligence from the 3d Marine Regiment.   Battery B, based 
at Fhu Bait obtained their Intelligence from the 4th Marine Regiment. 
ill intelllgenoe gathered by battalion members is forwarded througi the 
Battalion 82 to the 3d MARBTV (FViB) 82 for farther evaluation«    During 
Jpgust and September, the enemy Increased his artillery, rocket, and mortar 
attacks against ITS bases in this area«    Bong Ha and Camp J.J« Carroll came 
under heavy prtlllexy/rccket attacks both day and night«   On 3 September, 
fhe Vietnamese Presidential Election Day, NVA artillery successfully hit 
the Bong Ha ammunition supply point and completely destroyed it along with 
a large store of Claas in supplies«    The Provisional Artillery Battalion 
at Gio Linh also saw an increase in artillery and recollless rifle rounds« 
However, Con Thien was the focal point of the enemy artillery effort as 
throughout August and September the rounds received there increased 
multifold.    Baring the latter part of September for a two week period, the 
outpost received as hl^i as 800 to 1000 rounds a day«    The enemy employed 
tine and dSQ.ay fuses in addition to the normal Impact type«   Propaganda 
leaflets were delivered by the enemy at Con Thien using artillery rounde« 
This material was well prepared and compared favorably with any US 
propaganda of a similar nature«   For the first two months of the reporting 
period, there were significant sittings of the enemy around the Con Ihlen 
area.   The enemy attempted several probes on the perimeter, but no major 
attacks were launched«   However, several large scale engagements «ere 
fou^it in the vicinity of Con Biien,    Significant about these contacts 
was    that the enemy used forward observers to call in accurate rocket, 
artillery, and mortars on friendly forces«    Intelllgenoe indicated that 
most artillery pieces firing on US forces were located north of the Ben 
Hal river«    Eneny attempts to Interdict roads in the area with mines 
continued«    Standard Soviet and Chioom products were used slang with 
artillery shells and undetonated airorsft bombs.   The greatest increase 
in this type activity occurred along the main supply routes connecting 
Bong Ha to Gio Linh, and Cam Lo to Con Thien.   Enemy ambushes of road 
nets increased and caused several caoualties within the battalion«    Baring 
September an enemy reinforced squad-sized force ambushed an engineer sweep 
team, that was escorted by one M-55 from this unit, within 800 meters of 
the Gio Linh outpost.    Within fifteen seconds the enemy force killed or 
wunded every man In the force. 

GORFiMPTiai 
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Qwarteily Foziod aiding 31 Ootobsr 1961 

Three; «neny cobuahee en Route 9 between the Rookpile and Ca Lu reoulted 
in heavy oaeuaXitiee for both aides*   The eneoy threat coupled %dth bad 
road ccDditians oaueed by early oonaoon rains hoe Tirtually oloaed Route 
9 between Ca La end Ehe Sanh which is entirely resupplied by air at the 
present tine.    Since the advent of the nensoaa reins» road oonditiona have de- 
gsnerated« Shginoer efforts to build an all weather road to resupply 
Con Thlen oontinuee idien weather peznitst    Since the rain has started t 
there has been signifioeot decreasesin eneoy aotivityi sittings» end 
artilleiy attacks» 

3«    (C)   Operations end Trninlng Aotivitiesi 

a*   Flensi 

Continue direct support of ü9fG combat forces in the 3d Marine 
Division tactical area of responsibility. 

b.    Qperationst 

(1) Toe battalion and elenents of Battery Gf 63th iirtillory 
have partioipated in the following operations during the reporting periods 

Kingfieher - 1 Jkugust 67 to present (Batteries At B, 0 end 0/65) 
Ärdmore - 1 jiugust 67 to present (Batteries A and 0/65) 
Hlghriee - 1 August 67 to present (Battery A) 
CODberland - 1 August to 15 Septmber 67  (Batteries B aid O/65) 
Treacnt - 1 August 67 to present (Batteries B and G/65) 

(2) During the reporting period» perimeter defense of 
Dong Ha Combat Base was provided by M42 weapons of batteries A and Bj 
perimeter defense of Camp J* J* Carroll was provided by Battery C; and 
Battery D provided perimeter defense of Fhu Bai»   M55 weapons of Battery 
Gr 65th Artillery woxu utilized daily primarily for convey security 
esoortn tbrvughout the I Corps Tactical Zone in support of USMC operations» 

(3) The battalion end attached unite were engaged in tactical 
operations daily throughout the reporting period (92 days)»   Inclosure 
1 lists significant misaions performed by the battalion and Battery G» 
63th Artillery»    At tne end of the quarterly period 31 October 1967» the 
battalion was tactically deployed in direct  support as followsi 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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HMElllEIIIUU 
Quarterly Period Ekidlng 51 October 1967 

.*7PiwaJ-l/44-0 
aOBJECTt    Qperationel 

1 November 196? 
OR-65) for 

WIT 

ms/i/u 

A (-)/l/44 

B (-)/l/44 

0 (-)/l/44 

D (-)/l/44 

0 (-)/65 
&#?::^B  ^ 

■ 

Vl/44 
2 Seot 

A/1/44 
1 Sect 

1/1/4A 
1 Squac 

V/l/H 
2 Seot 

B/l/44 
1 Seot 

C/1/44 
1 Squad 

C/1/44 
1 Seot 

C/1/44 
2 Seot 

C/1/44 
1 Seot 

D/l/44 
2 Seot 

1/1/44 
1 Seot 

5/1/44 
1 Squad 

Locancw 

SOD« Ha 

Dong Ha 

Dong Ha 

J.J« Carroll 

Ftiu Bal 

Dong Ha 

Olo Linh 

Yhe Sanh 

Q^ang Trl 

Can Lo 

Con 2hlen 

Khe Gio Bridge 

Ca Lu 

RockpLle 

Mti Dao 

CaDp Evana 

Nea Hoa 

HHIT SPPPORIBD 

1st Battalion» 44th Artillery 

9th Marine Heginent 

9th Marine Heginent 

3d Marine Regioent 

4th Marine Regioent 

9th Marine Beginent 

Provision«! Jkrtillery 
Battalion 

Senior Officer Present 
3d Marine Division 

USA Advisory Group 

3d Battalion» 4th Marines 

3d Battalion, 9th Marines 

3d Marine Regtnent 

3d Battalion» 3d Marinas 

3d Battalion» 3d Marines 

3d Marine Regioent 

4th Marine Reginent 

4th Marine Regiment 

ci»mr Regiment 

\f 

,«*> t 
1 

■..   .    . ,    8.1 
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SUBJECT:    G|p«ratlc^B.A^ 

Quarterll PH( 

TOIT LQCdTICE 

S^5   . 2 squada 
Kha Senh 

G/65 
9 Sqands 

Con Thien 

0/65 
3 Squads 

J» J* Carroll 

0/65 
4 Squads 

fhu Bai 

0/65 
3 Squads 

CaDp Evans 

0/65 
4 Squads 

Gbu Lai 

C. Training) 

111        1 November 1967 
(tc«;*QR-65) for 

Sanior Officer Present 
3d Marine Uvisicn 

3d Battalion» 9th Marines 

Battery C» let Battalion 
44tb Irtlllery 

Battery D, Ist Battalion 
44th Artillery 

4th Marine Beglment 

jtoerloal Mvlsion 

(1) The Battalion established a separate 5 day faailiar- 
ization training program for replacement personnel on the M-42 and M-55 
autonatio weeq)Ons systems«   Persoonel assigned to the battalion with 
experience on the autaaatio weapons system receive acne day orientation 
prcgren.    Battery Ccnoanders continue an intensified training program 
for these personnel until they are sufficiently trained to perform in 
tactical operations* 

(2) The majority of the daily training program (92 days) 
was concentrated en OJT at the section aid squad level due to the influx 
of new personnel.    This influx was caused by rotation of a large percentage 
of the battalion personnel to CCKTJS. 

(3) The requirement for squaid and section level training 
was also necessary due to the wide dispersi on of battery elements through- 
out the ICTZ.    There has been no time when  an entire battery has been 
together to allow for battery siae classes* 

d«    Chemicalt 

Boring the month of October» «eneny forces used onoke and 
riot control agents during an attack on a n.arine infantry position south 
of Con ühien.   Use of these agents aided th.e enemy during his attack, and 
substantiated the previous reports of possi-ble enemy use of oheoical agents 
in this tactical a±ea*   The 3d MäRDIV had ailready directed that all personnel 
deployed to field locations have protective   masks in their possession. 

ülFlDfKIi* jfc'V»*«     rnurinciiTm CONFIDENTIAL 
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AinPA-AT-1/44-0       Ä Ä •• -i ■» -u VI A.A. J Hovember 1967 
SDBJBCTi    Operatioll AtfTOfR IITel ff# C3POH-65) for 

«»^^flWwC llrr At 
0t   PSYWiRi 

During -the reporting periodi no payments were nade fron the 
VNI5000 Piasters Iteward Prograo.   This program is established IAV 3d Ki&DJJ 
Qrder7250.1, dated 6 February 1967* 

4*   (C)   Logistiost 

Logistios seaport by the supporting task foroe organizations have 
shorn a gradual Improvement <?nä should show further improvement with 
the establishoent of a OX facility at the supporting task force level, 
«t the present time LX parts are tagged «id turned in and the part is 
then requisitioned thru nomal supply channels rather than receiving a 
BX part across the counter as the unserviceable part is turned in.   This 
method results in uxmeoessaiy delays in returning a major end item to an 
operational status»    Sftgnal equipment that cannot be repaired within a 
thirty-day time frame must be turned in to the task force maintenance 
aotivitir» dropped froo the property book and tiien the new major item or 
ooopenent must-be requisitioned. 

5»   (U)   Civil Affairs! 

a«   Del ün Haalet (YD 270590 )i    Übe eight pigs given to Dai -in 
during the last quarter have been well cared for by the flaolet end have 
gained from forty pounds to approximately 125 pounds each,   übe battalion 
at Song Ba continued to supply waste daily from the mess halls to feed the 
pigs«   Die original shelter thp.t was started to house the pigs was abandoned 
because the building was built forward of village living quarters« which 
was contrary to some local religious customs,    it present» a new shelter 
is almost complete. 

b»   During the quarterly reporting period i the battalion employed 
local nationals from the Cam Lo (YD 115578; Refugee Hamlet for the purpose 
of filling sandbags for bunkers end gun positions*   In October the battalion 
beg« using persons from the village of Dai Xi for the seme purpose. 
Hheee persons were paid with UauID ooamodities under the supervision of 
the Battalion Executive Officer*    Scrap lumber from packing orates was 
also donated to the Oio lAr^ Sector Coomander for the purpose of building 
desks in a Vietnaaese school at Ha Ounh (YD 223696}* 

c*   Battery B distributed 1500 combs and 1500 sets of barrettes 
donated by citizens in the Oil ted States to the Dong Ha Catholic Orphanage. 
The battery has also provided transportation for the movonent of excess 
B-rationa to the Orphanage   mess. 

t 
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I     CONFIDENTIAL      t 
AVFA-iT-X/44-C M , A I09**** w 
SDBJBCTi   Opertional Report-IieBBona Learned (RCS CSPOR-65; for 

Qxartexly Period Ending 5L Ootober 1967 

dt   Battery D presante a monthly oontribution to the Tien Dao-iah 
Orphanage Home In Hie*   Thia hooe oonfcalna over 500 neodful children. 
In addition, all aorep lumbor lAdoh oan he obtained la utilised to help 
reconatruot the dwellings of the civilian help employed in the battexy 
niese hall» 

e,   MBECiPt 

(1) Ihe Battalion Surgeon and the Medical Section treated 
approximately 2,000 patients in connoction with MBDCiP during the reporting 
period«   The patients were visited and treated at the following looaticnai 
Dai An (TB 259598)i and Bong Ha (YD 236606). 

(2) Vben any serious pathology was discovered during the 
Battalion MEDCAP Program, the Vietnamese national was transported by the 
Battalion Medical Section to tho civilian hospital  at Qiang Tri for , 
further evaluation end troatmont, 

6»  (c)   Personnelt 
'' '/ 

a»    Awards and Decorations 1    During the period 1 August 196? to 
31 Ootober 19671 the battalion and attached units sustained sixty batfele 
casuaLtles of which six were killod in action«   133 awards were presented 
durlag the reporting porlodt 

(1) Silver Star 

(2) Bronze Star w/nV" device 

(3) Bronze Star 

(4) Amy Commendation v/"?1* device 

(3) Army Commendation Medal 

(6) Purple Heart 

b.    Religious Activitiosi 

Sunday services havo boon held at the Battalion Chopel providing 
services for Headquarters, A, and B Batteries 1/44, and G/65«    Aftorxwon 
services for C Battery are held in the mess hall at Caap J«J. Caxpoll,   It 
is not possible to conduct group services at most of tho locations due 
to both tho nature of the work, and the fact that these are small units 
dispersed over, largo geogrephlcrl eroas aßtiog in a support role,   since 
joining this unit, on 17 October 1967, the Battalion Choplain has visited 
the following locationsi    Glo Linh, Qiang Tri, Dla An Village, Cam Lo, 
Da Nang, Kho Sanh, Ca Lu, Phu Boi, D-5f Rookpile, and olenonts with the 
Amerioal Division south of Da Nang, 

- X 

-16 (4 Posthumously) 

-12 
11 

- 8 

- 38 

-60 (6 Posthumously) 

* CONFIDENTIAL 
  



mm :;wmittmiu>im«m i      11      'n ■     

Tteae visits |ive the nan an opportunity to discuss their vork as 
wall as personal matten with the Battalion Chaplain,   An important part 
of these oontaots is the literature and good reading material that is 
left to be read following the personal visit.   Attempts vdll he made to 
visit all units a minimum of onoe each monthly Fublio services axe held 
by Chaplains serving with the Maxines in outlying locations not easily 
accessible by the Battalion Ohoplain, and in most instanoes, our men oan 
attend these services. 

o*   BAicatiom 

Slnoe 1 iugust 19671 ten individuals have taken the High 
Sohool GBD test and ten individuals have taten the College General 
Examinaticne.   RLve persons enrolled in ooxrsspondenoe courses offexred 
through USiTI.   Also, two took end of oourss examinations. 

7. (C) Artillery 

a. inmunition expended 1 August 196? - 51 October I967i 

■4CMM -   60,542 
Caliber .50 - I95f510 

b. imaunition expended to datet 

40MM -     385,109 
Caliber .50 - 1,123,825 

6.   (C) Other« 

Bils battalion was unable to commit an average of five M-^'s 
and sixM-55,s during the period of 14 September 1967 - 31 October 1967, 
because of a personnel shortage« 

SECTION n (C) COMUmEB'S OBSERVATIONS AND RBCOMMENDATIONS 

Part I, Observations  (Lessons Learned) 

1.  (C) Personnel 

a.    Itemt   Infusion Program. 

Disoussiont   An infusion program was started to equalize the 
number of personnel returning to the CCRÜS in any one month.    This program 
was only marginally suoessful because 1    (l) Most of the personnel infused 
In this battalion have a IBR03 of Pebruaiy, and (2) only one other similar 
battalion was involved. 

■ 

Observatiom    In order to be successful, infusion programs must 
be eoi^letely staffsd at all levels.    In addition, wherever possible as many 
elnilar type battalions as feasible should be included in any infusion 
program to peaanil infusion of personnel with rotation dates that fall 
throughout the year. 

a 

rnypinriiTui 
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\\ AVI'A-AT-X/44-C 1 Hovember 196? 
\ 3ÜBJECTI    Operatl« RftporfcI^|ina,T||W|iA (|C| C3PQR *65) for 

IltottaalCPi    RepXaooodnts «re arriving free two to six weeks 
after the personnel they are to replace.   As a result, this battalion was 
short m overage of five ocoplote M-42 orews end six ocoplete M-55 crews 
during the period 14 Septeober - 51 Ootober 1967. 

Obseivationi Tioely arrival of replooements is essential so 
that 10096 effeotivenass of oooaitted battalions is naintained« 

2.    (c) Qperaticnsi 

a.    Item   4Qao round xiooehets. 

PisoueBiflPi    Oa two oocasiens» 4Cfcm rounds iapaeted and 
failed to explode.   Instead» the rounds rioooheted and traveled In ezoess 
of 1500 oeters» exploding in friendly villages« 

Obseryaticni Extreno oare nust be utilized when firing 4Ckaa 
guns into sxees «hexe riooobets could ooour «id could carry into friendly 
areas. 

b«    Iteat   M42 local seourlty. 

Pisoussioni   In several instances» enemy ambushes have baen -v 
initiated frcn positions between five and twenty neters from the road»   The 
nain enaeDant of the M42 is incapable of effective engagement at enemy forces * 
at such short renges. 

Observaticoi    M-42 orews nust bo prepared to defend there weopon 
with aDali azns» grenades end any other neens during epbusbes as the nain 
axnecent may be ineffective due to close proxinity of enemy elements. 

c. Item   Ebergenoy M-42 orews* 

üsousBicpt   When heavily engaged» seme members of M-42 
crews have beccne casualties, reducing the efficiency of the M-42. 

Observatiopi   Where possible, troops from supporting units 
should be trained to take over for crew members of the M-42 «ho become 
casualties. 

d. Item 1   M-42 in ground support operations. 

Discussioni   Vietnamese farriers use barbed wire to inclose 
thair fields.    Cross country operation of the M-42 in suoh areas often 
results in barbed wire becoming entangled in tracks and drive -fprockets. 
Several people and Qaoh/salne#leiftj^bM ftfeWLJBA it> untangle the wire* 

1 
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ATP-HUJ-l/AA-C    ft A ti r IJft r IITI 1 L \ Nwenber 1967 (^ 
soBjsTFt ^rat^flitv4y|vU444Ecs c^®"65)for 

Obeeivatlopi   Bttthar a nenbor of the euppcarted unit or a 
nenbor of the M-42 should pxvoode the vehlol© to wain the driver of 
hidden Hire obstaolee» 

e*   Iteai   H-42 operations In rice paddies» 

Disoussicpt    Operatione In rioe paddies during the ncneocn 
season are hasaxdous for a fully tracked vehicle»   The top twelve inches 
of soil are fina» hut under the layer no solid soil layer is found»   Any 
turning of the H-42 results in the vehicle booocdng hopelessly oired» 
Treeing the vehicle requires ouch tine end effort» 

Observation i   M-42's should stay out of rioe paddies during 
the mcnsooa season»   If en M-42 oust proceed Into a paddy to aooooplish 
its nisslcn» it should proceed In a straight line» 

f •    Item   M-42 spare parts carried on extended operatione» 

■Mecussioni    Cn extended operations» the following parts 
experience nose than nonaal «eari    Breeohblocka» extractors» firing pins« 
recoil cylinders and inner crenke»   Sue to the distance froo battery end 
battalion support and the lack of aerial resupply support, replaceoent 
of these parts froa battexy or battalion supply is difficult» 

Obssryationt at least two spare breeohblocke» extractors» 
recoil cylinders» four firing pins» end one pair of inner cranks should 
be carried with each two M-42,s caanitted on extended operations« 

g»    Itaot   M-42 field expedient repairs* 

Itsoussiopi The following parts often break during operaticne 
where repair is inperativet   feed pawl pins «xd aainuth traversing universal 
joint pins»   These parts are not always available due to supply channel 
deleys» 

Observntiont   Feed pawl pins end aziouth universsl joint pins 
nay   be replaced by quarter in» bolts until spare parts axe received» 

h»   I tent   M-55 security cn eearoh and destroy aissions* 

Dlscussicm   Two M-55's providing security for a ground 
search end destroy mission were required to enter a village»    One M-55 
remained outside the village end the other entered» facing forward. 
About half way through the village» the M-55 in the village was fired 
on frco the front»   The out cut switches prevented the M-55 froa returning 
the fire»   The truck wc^faraed ^p.hftpiupttlL jBL Jhe village under fire» ranpmf 

m   ■—  
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oxned (RCS CSPOR-63) for nu SUBJECT i    C^ttratl(ncA|: 

Obaer?atlcnt ~ VS^f^Ä^äl % (Helft into Tillages on 
search and destroy missions to f aoilitate «ithdrawal if neesssary.   Che 
of the M-SS's should be plaoed in a flanking position to cover the searching 
vehicle.   Ground forces should provide additional flank and point security 
for M-SS's entering villages and other built-up areas* 

3«    (C) Training and Qrganiaationi 

Item   Training of M-42 crew replacements* 

Piacussioni   Much of the fixing dene lay M-42,s is done 
while moving*   A great deal of skill «ad teamwork is required by the 
azimuth and elevation trnoksrs on the M-42 to suooessfülly bring ocntinuous 
fixe onto a target while they axe moving* 

Cfeservationt   M-42 oxev replacements need more training 
during AIT on engaging targets while they are in motion. 

4*    (U) Intelligence!   NCKE 

5* (C) Logistiosi 

a* Item   Bunker Material* 

Discussion!    Bsauixed bunker material has not been received 
in any appreciable quantity*   That which has been* xecelved has not bean 
pxetxeated with oxeosote to prevent rotting*   Texy little chlorodrtne 
is available to treat soil around bunkexs to prevent teznites from 
destroying wooden walls* 

Obaervation!    Bapty 40mm «anuniticn cans md 175DD powder 
oannistersf filled with dirt or sand» make excellent side wells end 
overhead siqtport for bunkers*   Tar paper placed on the outside of wooden 
walls helps in prevention of rotting mi. waterproofing* 

b.   Item   Direct Exchange Facility* 

M-scussicni   Many items aufamitted to higher echelons for 
repair cannot be repaired and returned to the using unit in 30 days* 
This is particularly true of signal items auch as the RT-342ts for the 
AN/üRO-12* 

Observation!    Establistanent of a direct exchange facility 
would allow rapid exchange of deadlined items for operntional items* 

CGHROEHTiAL 
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AVFA-iC -I/44-C I November 196? 

■; 

6. (C) Others 1 
■ 

a*   Coonunloatlons* 

Item»    Creunans Helmet9 T-56-6 

HaottSBlorn   übe Crewnans Helmet, T-56-6 le the only type 
of miorophone/headset system In use for both IK radio (7EC-1 > series), 
and Intercommunication set oomaunloatlone in the M-42.    Burlflg periods of 
excessive or extremely hard rains the microphone elements and cable 
connections to the receiver/transmitter become vet, oaasing either a 
condition of continuous transmitter keying or a signal feedback which 
produces a loud squealing sound at receiving stations* 

Obseryationi   Contimous keying of the transmitter by any 
single M-42 caused by wet crovanans helmet seriously affects the ability 
of the unit to maintan adequate tactical conununlcations with outlying, 
and mobile elements«    ilthough not too serious, the signal feedback pro- 
ducing squeal does not allow adequate radio communicatione with the 
faulty station«   Maximum effort must be made to prevent helmets from 
unnsoessary exposure to wet weather«    Additional precautions should be 
taken by taping all cable connections« 

b«   Maintenance« 

Itemt    Rtels 

DLsoussion»    Water collects in fuel containers due to the 
hlgb humidity and cooling during the hours of darkness«    Dirt end rust 
ate also more prevalent due to local conditions»   Ttieao result in clogged 
fuel pumps, injectors and filters« 

Observationst   Water should be drained from fuel containers 
and fuel filters should be cleaned daily.    If fuel injector pump failures 
result from rust and dirt, olcctiioal control and spring loaded control 
parts can be cleaned without complete disassembly of the pump« 

Part II, BecGounendationsf 

1«    (ü)   Personneli   Recomioend that replacements be pregramed to 
arrive two weeks before 1BR03 of person to be roplacad« 

2«    (C)   Operations t 

a«    Hecommend M-42 crew replaoements be trained to fire while 
they are maneuvering« 

defend their vehlSMÄtJMWII^^ 
weapons« 
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AVPA-ÜP-1/44-C _    ^ 1 November 196? 
SUBJECTt    Operaticnal Beport-LesBODs Learned  (RC3 CSPaR-65).;for 

Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 196? 

3*    (U)   Training and Organization!    NONE 

4*    (U)    Intelligence 1    NGNE 

5»   (U)   Logistiost    Reoanmend establishment of a Direct Exchange 
Facility at Deng Ha Combat Base. 

IHsBimTojrfBiaoA   J     dn?Wn' Hqs,  DA 

DISTPJBÜTIOKl 
2-CINCÜSABPAC 
3-OG, USAHIT 
6-CO, 108th Arty Gp 
Info Copy 
1-CG, USAADS 
2-C/s Dept, USAADS 
2-FAW Sept» USAADS 
2-ce, 3d MARDIV 
1-CO» 3d Marines 
1-CO, 4th Marines 
1-CO, 9th Marines 
1-CO, 12th Marines 
1-CO, 26th Marines 

RQBBRT M. MC PHBR30N 
MAJ, ArtXUdty. 
Acting Coonrtnder 

>tw 
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AVGL-CÜ (1 November 1967) 1st Ind t3 ioY«*«r 1W 
SUBJECT: Operational Raport for Quartarljr Parlod Ending 31 Octobar 1967 (U) 

TO:     CommwidlP Oanaral, I Plaid Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350 

1. Forwarded i rewlth la the Operational Report of the let Battalion 
(AW)(SP), Uth Artillery for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967. 
This report is being forwarded to your headquarters since the battalion 
was assigned to I Field Force Vietnam throughout the reporting period. 

2. Concur in the recommendatlona made in Part II of Section II of the 
report v eubject to the following ocanentet 

a. Paragraph 1 (pro«rar-'4'if gj Teplaeemente). An overlap between 
arriving and departing personnel is desirable« but probably is precluded 
by Department of the Anqy limltatione on the number of pereoimel spaces 
(man years) which can be allocated to transients. 

b. Paragraph 5 (PI facility at Dong Ha). A propoeal that a 
direct exchange facility be establishsd at the Dong Ha Combat Base hau 
been made to the task force which supplies logistic support for Aray units 
in the Dong Ha area» but no such facility has yet been eetablished. 

DAVID L JOIES 
Colonel, Arty 
Comnanding 

i4 
■ 
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AVEMt-D (1 Nov 6?) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report Lessons Learned (RCS CSPOR) for Quarterly Period 

Ending 31 October 3.967 (let Sn; ^th Arty)    (ü) 

Headjuarters, I Field Force Vietnam Art.Uiery, APO 96350, 29 November 196? 

TO:      Cconanding General, 1 Field Force Vietnam, ATTM:   AVPA-GC-OT, APO 96350 

lc   Concur in the observations and recommendations contained in basic 
cenuunication and previous indorsement. 

2,   Reference:    Section II, Part I, paragraph la, page ft«   Request for 
Assistance concerning this infusion problem has been forwarded to Headquarters, 
United States Army Vietnam, 

3»   Reference:   Section II, Part II, paragmph 1, page 12»   Nonaally 
requisitiens for officer replacements are scheduled to the replacement will 
arrive ten days in advance of the predecessors DERC6 And enlisted personnel 
are requisitioned only bjr title month in accordar.ee with U5ARV Reg <!l4-220, 

4^   Veierwaeei    Section II, Part II, paragraph 2b, pago 120    It is 
recognised that all. personaeL in Basic Combat Training receive training in 
.defending themselves with their individual weapon.    The necessaiy training 
for defense against close In ambush should be conducted at unit level. 

FOS THE COMMANDER: 

DONALD L. BURTON 
MAJ, Arty- 
Adjutant 

i«d 

-j,—, _^ „,——:—,—_—.,„,.-., .. 



***UM*^.v.~.*auj-~«.^i*^:..^:..ni^..^ -.-Y  |  )r.|   |||r... 1...... 

A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

AVFA-GC-OT (1 Nov 6?) 3d lud 
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period fctadlng 

31 October 1967« RCS CSFOR-65 U1C WDDU, Ist Bn, 44th Arty (U) 

HEAOQUARTEBS, 1 FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 1 0 DEC lg67 

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, 
APO 96375 

(C) This headquarters has reviewed the 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery 
Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 Octo- 
ber 1967 and concurs with the observations and recommendations of the basic 
document as modified by previous Indorsements except as follows: 

Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph la (page 8), Comnander's 
Observations: Infusion problems should be alleviated by the USARV Infusion 
Program established in October 196?. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

JAMES P. CASTON 
Caplain, ACC 
Assiitaal Adjutant General 

Downgraded at S year Interval» 
Declassified after It years 
DOD DIR 5200.10 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVHGC-DST (1 Hov 67) 4th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lettont Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for Quarterly 

Period Ending 31 October 1967 

HRADQUARXKRS, UNITED STATES ABMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375  1 5 JAN 1968 

TO: Coomander in Chief, United States Any, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT, 
APO 96558 

1« This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 
1st Battalion (AH) (8P), 44th Artillery (DDLA) as indorsed. 

2, Pertinent eoonents follow: 

a* Reference item concerning replacements, page 9, paragraph lb; 
page 12, paragraph 1; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 3: 

(1) Every effort is made to provide enlisted replscsments on a 
tlasly basis and in sufficient number to maintain all units at 100% of autho- 
rised strength. However, the 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery shared the artil- 
lery requisition shortfall U8ARV experienced in Septsnber and October. 

(2) This headquarters cannot control replacements* arrivals; 
these are spread randomly over the requisition month. Actual time of arrival 
is dependent on many factors: deferments, processing time, in-country move- 

:, and local orientation training programs. 

b. Reference item concerning replecement training, page 11, para- 
graph 3; page 12, paragraph 2; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 4: Concur in 
the recoomendation that M-42 crew replacements receive more training during 
AIT on firing the weepon while moving. Concur with paragraph 4, 2d Indorse- 
ment. Personnel should receive sufficient training in AIT to became profi- 
cient in the use of their individual weapons and be proficient in their MOS. 
Unit commanders should maintain unit proficiency and improve individual skills 
through unit training programs. 

c. Reference item concerning direct exchange facility, paragraph 5b, 
page 11; and paragraph 5, page 13: Nonconcur. Maintenance float is intended 
to sssist in the rapid return of Inoperable equipment. Direct exchange is 
used in minor components and assemblies. This command Is authorised a 5% 
maintenance float. There Is a shortage of maintenance float components. When 
adequate stocks are available, this problem should be greatly reduced. 

3. A copy of this indorsement will be furnished the reporting unit 
through channels. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

C. S. NAKATSÜKASA 
Captain. AGC 

17 Assistant Adjutant General 
( 
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6P0P-DX(1 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for tha Quartarly Parlod Boding 31 Octobar 

1967 fron HQ, let Bn (AW)(SP) 44th Arty (UlCt WDDLAA) 
(KC8 CSPOR-65) (U) 

HQ, US ARtff, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558  26 JAN 1968 

TO: Assistant Chlaf of Staff for Forca Davalopoant, Dapartasnt of tha 
Arny, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This haadquartars has avaluatad subject report and forwarding 
Indoraeaenta and concurs In the report es Indorsed. 

FOR THE CdMAMDER IM CHIEF: 

HEAVRI1UWYDER 
CFX, AGC 
Aaät A0 

. ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ . 
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