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0QA) FDU 27-/ALV -HEADQUARTERS
2D BRIGADE, 9TH INFAMrTY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96370

AVDF,-BB-T 16. June 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAG XVI (U)

THRU: Command Channels

TO: Commander
U. S. Military Assistance Gommand, Vietnam
ATTN: J343
APO San Francisco 96307

1. (U) Name cf Operation: HOPTAC XVI, Search and Destroy.

2. (U) Date of Operation: 020730H May 67 to 031835H May 67.

3. (C) Location of Operation: Border area of KHIEM ICH and LONG
DINH Districts of DINH TUONG Province, vicinity coordinates (UTV) XS 3152.

4. (C) Control Heaquarters: 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Dong

Tam, Vietnam (XSo3143).

5. (C) Reporting Officer:

a. Over-all Command: COL William B. Fulton.

b. Subordinato Commanders:

(1) 3-47th Inf Bn: LTC Lucien E. Bolduc Jr.

(2) 3-60th Inf Bn: LTC Edwin W. Chamerlain Jr.

(3) 5-60th (M) Inf Bn: LTC Allen S. Flynn

(4) 3-34th Arty Bn: LTC Carrol S Meek

6. (C) Task Organization:

3-•Tth Inf Br,, 3-40th Inf -Bn

Plat/D/15th Engr Plat/D/15th Engr

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTuR 12 YRS
DOD DIR 5200.1

Fo• or" it 07-Y
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SUBJM T.T Co-bat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC IM (U)

Fire Support BDE CONTROL

3-34th Arty Gp HHC 2d Bde
3-34th Arty Bn (- )(DS) D/15th Engr Bn
C/2-4th Arty Bn (-) 2/9th MP 0d
Plat(-)(AW/SP) 2d Art-' n Dong Tam Base Elements

Plat/3-6Oth Inf Bn Plat/3-47t•t Inf Bn
8 M13/5-69th (M) Inf Bn

7. (C) Supporting Forces:

aA US Air Force: Eight (8) preplanned aitstrikes were submitted
and approved for this operation; four (4) strikes each dayA On 2 May, after
contact had been established, two (2) more strikes wbre requested on an im-
madiate basis and approved. Preplanned requests went through Army channels
by telephone in advance of the operation, and the iniediAte went tia the Air
Force single side-band comm system after approval by the local coniander.
The response in both cases was very good. All strikes were effective, but
areas for joint improvement were noted. Ground units were slow several
times to mark front Line positions with smoke, thus delaying the- strikes.The
initial target description given by the requesting conmander should be more
detailed. Simply giving the FAC a set of coordinates does not provide the
type of target he must locate at that location. Finally, the conrrander on
the ground of the unit in contact is the individual best qualified to talk
to the FAC and give adjustments to the bomb strikes when needed.

C-47 "Spooky" Flareships equipped with nr.ni-guns were called in to sup-
port the operation on the night of 2 May. The reaction time of response to
the call was good, and their support was very effective. As one ship ran
low on fuel it was replaced by another. Mini-guns were expended only in one
case.

b. Army Aviation: Althlough the general plan called for two (2)
light airmobile lift companies initially to report to Dong Tam at 020700H,
the night before only one (1) company was made available by higher head-
quarters for 020700H. The brigade plan was revised to utilize one company.
However, at 020720H Division notified brigade that no airlift would be avail-
able. This forced two changes in the ground tactical plan. Two light air-
mobile companies were made available later in the day of 2 May and were em-
ployed in movement of small units, resupply and medical evacuation of casu-
alities. These units were replaced late that night by a third lift company
which remained with the brigade urnti late afternoon of 3 May. Reaction of
all lift elements was speedy and efficient. A great deal of credit for the
swift reaction of forces is due the 116th AVN Company (AIL), nicknamed the
"Hornets", stationed in Saigon. Their dedication to the efficient and cont-
inued support of this operation during the critical hours of contact was

G AJ, -A)
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SUBJCT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC XDI (U)I exemplary inevery regards Their actions earned then the reý1ect and gratitude
of all units involved. They did not hesitate to fly any mission at any tine
or under any condition as long a3 the combat commander dcemcd it n ceasary.
Their qupport irns total and completely unrescrved. Four sorties of CH-47 lift
were pl*med for 2 Hay mAd wore used to haul in supplies and evncuate rice
caches. On 3 May one sorties of CH-47 along with v light airmobile lift com-
pany, as emplowed as twoop lift toextziot attached Infant-, company from the
operation area (A Co, ý"47th Inf Thn).

c. US Nav~y Navy support for th. operatton consisted of the useof ATM's and IM-6 boats to transport elements of the brigadc TOC CP North
via the Canal Commercials to a field location in the ARVN coma..nd post com-
pound at LONG MM (xs 383494). The movement was smooth end uneventful. At
the landing point, '"edause of low tide, the wheeled vlicios had to be pulled
off the bo~s usin5 ARVN 1113 Personnel Carriers and tow cable. The exposed
Mud flatU prevented the vehicles from being driven off tbe boats under, their
own power. On 3 May the LO" boats returned to the landing to pick up two
Y-42 tra'ked vehicles for transport back to Dong Tam. All water transport
was on time and according to plan.

d. ARVN: ARVN supported by making available the 12th Relimental
CP at Long Dinh, AS 38;4949 for use es the location of the brigc~e TAC CP
during the operation.

e. Artillery: Axtillery supported the entire operation from a
for•tard fire support bese ca-ea located at XS 355495. Response to r11 fire
missions "as quick and efficient and was rerqonsible for holding the enemy
in place in many instances and meterially reducing the Pmount of small arms
fire he was able to bring upon friendly units. In the final assault ag4ainst
the enemies main. defensive position, a combination of mixed IM and smoke en-
abled the infantry and mechanized elements to assault successfuli.

f. Intelligence: On or about 26 April 1967 the briLade. received
infortvaiIion from a UICC (Province Intel Corn) of the presenco of two comp)anies
of the 514th Hobile Force VC Battalion in the Ap Bao II complex. Since this
area was known to be a normal operatinr area for the VC, od one in which he
felt rcesonably secure, the report was considered reliable, probably true

(C-3). Other local information tended also to back it up. During and after
the operation elements of the 514th Battalion were9 in facto identified as
the force in contact. Indications point to it hcr-n6 been elemunts of the
TI.avy Weapons Coriany (C-4) plus C-1 end C-2 Comprnies, 514th Battqlion.
.)ocuments captured in the bottle -area are still being studied and mny event-
aally reveal much about VC bases located in other parts of. the province. The
ground ovwr whith the brttlo took place was altLlrtcly rice paddy and thick
jungle likUe patches of vegetation, with heavy foliage along the streoms and
canals. The weather for the entire operation was extremely good, hot with a
little rain in widely scattcred areas. An evaluation of the local populace

3
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8BEMT: Combat Opuraftons Aftor Action Report, Operation !OPTAI& XVI (U)

by M&gadde S5, indicated it tc be independent tomild pro-VC.

8. (C) Mission: The brigadc xissiong as stst.d in, it ordcr, vFies to
conduct an airmobile search and destroy operation in the AP W.C Secret Zone
comenioine at 02073(R Hey 1967 to detect and dostxoy the 514th WT VC Battalion
in cooperation with the 7th ARM Division, durin, thu period 2-4 May 1967.
This mission wrs established by the brigde itself.

9. (C) Conocptof Opeeation: As oriolns4y conoe¥vc, 3-60th Inf u.os
to make an air-lend assault northwest of Ap ac Zf, vid flS ?79569i r'nd -ork
its way south throuth a berios of objectives numdirei 6wne through tene• 9irg
into 1,crimctcr defense for the.:.night at pocltioii X(4Iey looated XS"2614956
3-47th InW was to execute an eir-land assault as tcon as the aircraft were
released by 3-66tbh Inf, Going into an LZ vic 'S 327518, -nd ;..orkin,[ north and
west througjh P series of Objectives numbered eleven throik h seventeen, and
finally occupy a niht perimeter position at zulu, vic XS 30576. Thu intent
of this maneuvcr was to poviy a x40oss-ruff prpinst the enemy cmountilis to
P four dircctional ýpprpoch. One battalion force would move south, the other
battalion forge mo-ing nofthý Any enemy moving away v:ould conceivably move
into the Obok approaching force. Similarly, any lateral movement by small
enemy Troups to either the east or west would also be novinZ into th,; path of
an adv~ncing battlion. It ,-is intended that the 3-47th Inf would remain in
position Zulu the next morning while 3-60th Inf would agtin execute en air-
landed assault on an LZ vic XS 350593 end subsequently move south;,:est to link
up with 3-47th Tn at Zulu. This accomplished, both units w.ere to turn gen•.r-
ally southeast in specified zones snd conduct search and clear opeQ-tion along

the Canal Commeraiele to r point vic XS 364631, at which point the operation
would terminate cnd all elements be extracted to Dong Tam bacs.

10. (C) Eecution: (See sketch map attached) The order for Operation
HOPTAC XVI was issued at 301730 April 1967. Brigade was informed early on the
evening of 1 Vxy that the operation au planned woulli not be availble. Only
one company was made available, plans woer therefore chvnged ,hich instnuctcd
both 3-47th Inf and 3-60th Inf battalions to prepared to move out by motor
convoy. A Compeny, 3-60th Inf was kept at Dong Tam to be nir lifted into the
LZ of the 3-60th Inf. 3-34th Arty Group was the first unit to move, depart-
ing by convoy via routes TL25, LT 16A, an 0!4 to the Fire Support Base area
vic XS 347495 at '020M. 3-60th TIf(-) moved next via thu same zoute at 02-
053CH to a position vic XS 29049% Units were plrced on line fvcina north,
B/3-60h Inf on the right end C/5-50th In. on the left, clong the LD, high-
way •,4. This represented t, major change in the direction of atnok with both
bvttplions attacldng north along a northern parallel axis of avance pushing
against thu block established in the north by A Company, .-60th Inf.

Twýnty minutes after its scheduled departure time for the irit of A
Company, 3-6Lth Inf, the Brigade received notificr tion tha " there would be no
airmobile company available. A quick conEIltction bctueen the battalion and

C QAIFI DFNr/AL
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SUBJECXT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOP~TAC XVI (U)

A/3-47th came under heavy automatic weauons itfmmdiaz Ie2y nltur eraerjýina
from r. woodline Vie XS 311519, ta~dnX, 7-12 inasualtios from Lho first bursts
of fir;u from th-c vicinity of objective thirteen. The unit dcploy,.d rait vttump'-
tod to move; -vinst the enemy position* but was hvmpe~eod by th,. heavy undor-
Growith !hich macic it difficult to sce the location of 1th0 eclmy firing posit-
ionsi.

Heavy aL1Go"natic, fire from thle oncmy. ,bunker line prevented A/3-47th Lif
from Dncv_-rinC against theý pOsitiofl. The first fire urs rocoived at va ~ist-
ence of seventy-tivc yards. A/3-47th Inf continued to try to irnprove its posi-
tion, at the same ti-,Q ccllina in fttillcry fire, .,unshi-)s --nd thrcee virstrikes
on theý enemy positionsB to their froiit. These airstrik,,.s and arti.L~ry fires,

'.:Orcousht in as close Ps oneý h-uifted and fifty cieturdo

At about 1300, B/3-6Oth Inf, the.n locatcd onl objt~cU'ivc six ~Jpae
under o1.ýiationol control of 3-47th Inf and drk.ctod -to d'ove east to obj,ýctivu,
fifteen to Qstablis-h a blockinj position on tho north, oriented to the. sout~h.
At the same, titc A/3-G0th Inf and C/5-6Oth InC; wre ordcred .a--st 'to occup;y
objectivcs nine and ci_ t rc:,,-, ctively to close off ceneic~iY escape routeýs on
that fleink, C/3-47th In end B/3-47th Inf wuro ordered to b~. in rmovemx;nt north-
wen't to vie LZ K (XS 324527) to block on thc oast flan1h of th,ý -ositicn 1/5-
4lth Inf. About two hours wore utilized to -:ut all units iiotifLiu9T,v- Lov' in-
to ac~nultinj-, positions, resup, lied with ar.-inmition kforc, r. coordinotuc1 final
&Lsar.lt- upron the enemy b unker lino could b(; ncCe.c

C/5)-6Cth Inf, an ruchai.nizE~d cori..ny moved thru`_Imujh tauidý-ted areas which
ha-d hkret-oioro been felt to be impassable. 4y nationt a-nd skillful se]lect-ion
of rou'ts th,;,, ac~re vl~,c to 6ut into the xrcquisite assaýult positions~. 0/5-
60th czu' iL/3ý-60th Inf made the final Psnault from the mv st fromi a 2iý i~ien~filC:
north MLn& south about 1000 mceters lonst of objeotiv,ý ei~jtt and nine, into the
-ncay position locatc.d in- Ur turn of The cruek baet-:en objectives thirt -en
and 1ou'Ueen. A/3-47th- Inf assisted this csseilt by fire ur--til its fire~s ni~re
measkeci by -the asaligtroops ,, at which it picL ed up anu joineýd the, nttack,
on thL south flank,. 0/5-60th inf Lrx('crtly enchc-nced. the firep1:ower of the;
aýssault by eu',loying its full-toracked arriorcd carrieýrs in the asoa. lt line
with * ýO and. .50 cal machino ,,Luis 1LirinL; point-blrnk in-,c the b~rnkers F-ll
alon, T'hu lineý. The orý;anic inftntry followed closoly on foot. The zneniy
wes stunned 1b- thu_ stea-dy cnd vicious essihult, but continued to re;sist writh
heavy rifle caid autoaiatic -.;eaý_.ons firie. ,-st Pla~toon, 11/3-60th mIn on thec
right flcank of tUhe mual ovu across the -round ll crc A/5,-4Yth's initial
casualties still lay, -n', resup-Jn~yirg themselves iwith aumunitwion from L-hoes
bodies, chnrý,ed into the-A south_;rn line of bonkvrsq acttaclkin6 it enfiloade from.
-test "o eost landinitt~ , th0 fin1 brea inteeer~ sition. 8 oin~ their
line thu:3 bi-o!kn, mrny VC calme up out of their position vend tri,.;d to flee' to
the ocst, but or ut do,,m ns both C/5-60tii PnC A/)1-6Oth Imt.'conduectd their
finrl a extinto the. buni- r line. The VC tierue zunihilatcd in position ,and

the obj,-c-'-ivý.. secure-d by -D hours.
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S7J&ThL'T: Combat Operations After Action Report, OperationHOPT.C XVI (TY)

brigade commander resulted in a deesiion to truck tne units to the AO a move
requiring approximetely two hours by road.

At the same time, 3-60th Inf was moving into position, the brigade for-
ward CP elements were moving north by AM's on the Canal Commeraicle to sot
up at the 12th AMW Regimental CP compound located at Long Dinh, XS 383494.
3-60th Inf's convoy was followed by 3-47th Inf Battalion ;:n the same route at
020600H, moving to off load its 6ombbt elements vic XS 340502 in order from
left to right; A Company, C Company, and B Company ell facing to the north
along highway -4.

The artiliery and air preparati0n, to LZ AIlf, XS 281569 wont a.cording
to plan even though the airmobile assault hLtd to be cancelled because of lack
of lift aircraft. This was done x:ith a view of deceiving the cnxjy cs of the
true intŽnt ot the two Battal-ns. An airstrihc wos brought in at 0730,
followed at 0750 by artillery. Later analysis indicated that this obvious
activity possibly deceived the enemy into believing: the main effort would
come less than 2000 meters to their south. It accounts for the fLct that
solid contact was gained and maintained in an rrea where previously tnh VC
had always chosen to refuse aombat if possible.

At approximately 0830 both battalions hod moved across tLo LD vic route
#4 and vure moving north to their initial objectives. Those objectives were:
B/3-60th Inf to objectives nine (XS 298520) end eight (XS 299533), C/5-60th
Inf objectives Joker (XS 27651), King (XY3 277528), and Qu,-en (XS 279537),
A/3-47th Inf to objectýive thirteen (XS 310520), C/3-47 Wt to objective
tw.elve (XW 322522), and B/3-47th Inf to objective oleven (XS 333522). Ele-
ments of 3-60 Inf met• no resistence at all a. they moved norht, picking up
only En occansional detainee suspect. By 1215, C/5-60 Inf moving on AmO's
had cleared objectives Joker and ten, and hnd moved north to cleat snd occupy
seven (XS 291535). A/3-69 Inf, oritirnelly scheduled for -irlift wa.t finally
cornitted to follow the action at 1010 rnd hvd movod. to objective ten. .8/-
3-60 Inf had cleared objective nine, r's planned, and wa.s in position about
700 meters to the west of it at this time, pruporing to moove north to object-
ive eijght (XS 299528). Units of 3-47 Inf hed moved lor. ard vwri cautionsly
during this puriod, covering about 1500-1800 meters et-ch, cnd were reporting
light sniper fire PndC some visual obscrvetion of retreatin, VOC ns they
approached their assi,med objectives from the south. A second airstrike
keyed to the original plvn bzd been eoqpended at 1100 hoturs on a saspected VO
target vic XS 315547. B/3-47 Inf Found a cfache of five tons of rice and had
ecavuetcd it by vir to Done Tam. At Approximntoly 1250 hours both L -nd B
companies, 3-47tli Inf, reported contact with the enemy. B/3-47 Inf, which
hed moved slightly northeast on a route of march would bave have taken it
past the east end of objective eleven by some 1200 motors, i,.d turned and
wens ak,)roachin& objective eleven from the cc.-t. It received automatic w~o-
pons fire from objective eleven while still some 300-50C raeters to the Ltst.
C Comin!ny continued to novo slowly west .towairL objectivý.. twelve.

C.r
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SUBJMDT: Combat Operations After Action Report, OperationHOPTAC XVI (U)

The units of 3-60th Ilff pulled into a perimeter for the night, vic XS
307524, while 3-47th Inf coiled up in the positions they had occupied at the
time of the last assault at 1810 hours. Because the original plan of blinging
the 3-60th Inf into base X-Ray was not feasible, the Brigade Commander had
visited the Battalion Commander 3-60th Inf approximately 1600 and suggested
that the Bn CP and supporting units move to the brigade fire support base for
better security. The battalion commander felt he was in a defensive posture
which could hold an attack. In view of this, the Brigade Commander ordered
eight APC's of the 5-60th Int (M) ]n from Dong Tam base to proceed immediately
to Base X-Ray as an added security element. Additionally, four APC's from
the brigade fire support base were ordered to proceed to base X-Ray t6 insure
its support.

At 1900 hours the CP, 3-60th Inf Vic XS ?81495 reported being under
attack from the south and southwest by a force ui1nown size receiving 57 RR,
60mm mortar, and small arms fire. Defensive fires initiated. Shortly after
this attack was initiated four full-tracked armored carriers from the brigade
fire support base mounting .50 cal machine guns arrived and helped to break
up this attack. Upon receiving a B-2 intelligence report that a VC battalion
was moving east some 2000 met rs from Base X-Ray, requested a reinforcing,
unit from division and was provided with A/3-7th Inf which arrived in the 3-
60th Inf CP area by air approximately 2200 hours. This unit acted as an addi-
tional security element throughtout the night and was extracted back to its
parent unit (199th Brigade) the next morning once the threat had passed.

On the morlning of 3 May, 5-60th Inf and 3-47t. Inf conducted sweeps of
the battle area for weapons, bodies, and intelligence, six additional VIC were
killed as a result of these sweeps. At 0945, B/3-47th Inf reported small arms
fire 'rom the southeast of its position on %he east side of LZ K. A/3-60th
Inf and B/3-60th Inf were airlifted into LZ Paul and LZ Zeke (XS 340530) and
(XS 335513) respectively and cormanc(od a sweep to the south at about 1200
hours. No contact with any VC was made, and at approximately 1300 hours the
order for all unwits to execute extraction to Dong Tam was issued. All units
closed Dong Tam by 1800 hours 5 May 1967.

11. (C) Results: KA WIA Equip Captured

a. Friendly: 15 46 2- .30 cal MG water cooled
1- .50 cal MG (1919A4)
1- M60 MG
2- SMG Thompson
4- 60mm mortars
1- BAR
1- Rif le, US MI-1
8- Carbines
1- 5MG, AK-47
1- 57mm RRI li- Soviet Flag & field gear.

C O/rOF4)Jr/4L 4&
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SU3U1UT: Combat Operations After Action Report, OperationHOPTAC XVI (U)

The units of 3-60th Iif pulled into a perimeter for the night, vie XS
307524, while 3-47th Inf coiled up in the positions they had occupied at the
time of the last assault at 1810 hours. Because the original plan of bringing
tne 5-60th Inf into base X-Ray was not feasible, the Brigade Commander had
visited the Battalion Commander 3-60th Inf approximately 1600 and suggested
that the Rn CP and supporting units move to the brigade fire support base for
batter security. The battalion commander felt he was in a defensive posture
which could hold an attack. In view of this, the Brigade Commander ordered
eight APC's of the 5-60th Int (M) 3n from Dong Tam base to proceed immediately
to Base X-Ray as an added security element. Additionally, four APC's from
the brigade fire support base were ordered to proceed to base X-Ray to insure
its support.

At 1900 hours the CP, 3-60th Inf Vic XS ?81495 reported being under
attack from the south and southwest by a force unknown size receiving 57 RR,60mm mortar, and small arms fire. Defensive fires initiated. Shortly after
this attack was initiated four full-tracked armored carriers from the brigade
fire support base mounting .50 cal machine guns arrived and helped to break
up this attack. Upon receiving a B-2 intelligence report that a VC battalion
was moving east some 2000 meters from Base X-Ray, requested a reinforcing,
unit from division and was provided wi th A/3-7th Inf which arrived in the 3-
60th Inf CP area by air approximately 2200 hours. This unit acted as an addi-
tional security element throughtout the night and was extracted back to its
parent unit (199th Brigade) the next morning once the threat had passed.

On the morning of 3 May,, 5-60th Inf and 3-47t. Inf conducted sweeps of
the battle area for weapons, bodies, and intelligence, six additional VC were
killed as a result of these sweeps. At 0945, B/3-47th Inf reported small arms
fire from the southeast of its position on the east side of LZ K. A/3-6Oth
Inf and B/3-60th Inf were airlifted into LZ Paul and LZ Zeke (XS 340550) and
(XS 355513) respectively and commenced a sweep to the south at about 1200
hours. No contact with any VO was made, and at approximately 1300 hours the
order for all units to execute extraction to Dong Tam was issued. All units
closed Dong Tam by 1800 hours 3 May 1967.

11. (C) Results: RIA WIA Egaip Captured

a. Friendly: 15 46 2- .30 cal MG water cooled
1- .30 cal MG (1919A4)
1- M60 MG
2- SMG Thompson
4- 6 0mm mortars
1- BAR
I- Rifle, US M-1
8- Carbines
I- SMG, AK-47
1- 57mm RRI7 l- Soviet Flag & field gear.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After A..tion Report, Operation HOPT.AC XVI (U)

b. FRiemy: hIA POW Deane

195 (Bc) 2 40
40 Poss

c. Search of saistrikes target areas:

SEARCHED NOT ME D

XS 315523 XS 315547
XS 282568
XS 333557
XS 335568
XS 353555
XS 355565

12. (U) Administrative matters: None.

13. (U) Special Equipment and Techniques: None

14. (U) Commander's Analysis:

a. The general scnhme of maneuver contained in the Brigode opera-
tion order must be sufficiently flexible to accomodatechanges in a failure
to get required airlift or riverine lift, as the case may be. In this inr
stance, two chnges to the operations Plan had to be made in short notice for
lack of previously allocated airmobile companies.

b. In deteloping operational plans, tactical control r@easures
must provide for maximum flexibility in controlling the maneuver of units.
If the original plan cannot be execuated, there must be sufficient latitude
to redirect the effort of the participating units according to the control
measures previously issued. Check points, a series of intermediate objectives
and an area grid system provide the maximum options for redirection of units
and shifting of boundaries. Control measures must provide for rapid adjust-
ment of boundaries, shifting of fire coordination lines and changes in the
scheme of maneuver. Based on the situation, control of maneuver companies
can be shifted between battalions to facilitate the scheme of maneuver once
contact is made.

c. When any unit, particularly in the Delta area, develops a con-
tact, commanders at each echelon must be quick to react to determine the type
of fire, tho direction of fire and the general locati6n from which the fire
is coming. Often this will indicate the size of the unit, the base, and its
general defensive posture. If there is a hesitation or a pause to clarify
the situation prior to building upon any contact, the enemy can easily slip
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through the many watcrways and dense vegetation in the area and escape. Blocks
must be rapidly established and other units in the immediate vicinity must
change the direction of their mcvument and respond to the contact acoordingly°

d. The Ap Bac Battle was a classic in finding, fixing, fightinig,
and finishinj the enemy. Through the use of simple control measares, units
of the two battalions were moved into blocking positions tocut off routes of
withdrawal while other units were manuevered within a short period of time on
the flank and into assaulting positions. The units which made initial contact
provided a base of fire& When this naneuvpr was combined with the use of beth
air and artillery supporting fires, the enemy situation was quickly developed
to the point that he had to remain in his positions or perish JA any attempt
to withdraw;

e. Units musT uc prepared to bring in artillery and air as close
as possiole to the front lines. In this engagement, colored smoke And the
use of panels was used in dircet contact. The battaiioh corzianders positioned
themselves irmediately over their units in an observation helicopter. This
resulted in the ability to bring fire in close support to -uhcir units. Air
strikes were brought in as close as 150 meters without friendly casualties.
Similarly, artillery fires were controlled without undue delay.

f. Infantry units, once having found the enemy, must be prepared
through fire and maneuver to conduct a coordinated assault against the enemy
positions. By the use of close supporting artillery fire and shock action,
the infantry units were in a position to launch a coordinated, vicious at-
tack which finally overcame the enemy who were in developed defensive position.

g. In the Delta area, whcre VC have been used to fighting ARVU,
it has bcLn customrery to break off contact at around 1600 hours. In thds
instance, it was detcrmined by the brigade commander that contact iould be
maintained until the assault could be conductod successfully. No regard was
given to normal night re-supply, to developing night defensive positions
until a complete over-rwu-xir..g of the enemy'l position could be executed re-
gardless of the time of night. The point to be made is that friendly forces
should continue to close on the enemy once contact is established regardless
of the hour.

h. •hen making an assault in the Delta, uhere there is very little
uover, units which are in line of friendly fire must teae gover. Fire co-
ordination could become difficult. In this instance, one battalion attacked
directly into the VC and their line of fire was into the other battalion. A
simple order of to ta-k(e- cover was all that was required to insure that meld-
mum assault fire was delivered against the enemy positions by the maneuvering
battalion.

9
C A 4") El PJT7/ A



SII

AVWIo-BB-T 16 June 1967
SBJEOT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC XVI (U)

i. Mechanized infantry was used most successfully in this instance,
There was a viUngness by the unit commander to continue to search for routes
thrbugh very swampy and marshy areas. He patiently maneuvered his armored
personnel carriers up to an assaulting line and deployed them along a paddy
while receiving some recoiless rocket and mortar fire, Once having deployed
his APC's he dismounted his infantry and throuit the combined use of the 30
caliber and the 50 caliber machineguns, along with M-79 and the Mark 48
grenade launchers, he moved f6rward with great, speed and with shock action.
The volume of fire developed by the armor personnel carriers directly into
the bunker line, coupled with a mixture of HE and WP artillery, enabled the
moving infantry to continue and close the gap between their initial assault
positicns and the line of enemy bunkers and defensive foxholes. In this in-
stance it was a clear demonstration that once fire superiority had been
established, the assault was able to execute with few casualties simply be-
cause the enrp wm required to be in holes until the friendly infantry was
completly on top of him.

/S/WIIIJ.AM B. FULTON
I Incl WILLIAM B. FULTON

sketch Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
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