UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD387514

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; JUN 1967.
Other requests shall be referred to
Assistant Chief of Staff for Force
Development [Army], Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

30 Jun 1979, DoDD 5200.10, per document
marking; AGO D/A 1ltr, 29 Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




CONFIDERTIAL

CEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

&

i DelidrLy neren vo
AGAM-P (M) (1 Feb 68) FOR OT RD-67X115 13 February 1968

. SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Operation HOPTAC XVI, 2d Brigade,
%’ 9th Infantry Division, Period 2-3 May 1967 (y)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION
A D 1. Forwarded as inclosure is a veport, subject as above,
‘: 2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure
ﬂ‘, appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned ¢ :ring current

operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

e S N .
g7 & kb
T E ! Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
e as Major General, USA
e T - The Adjutant General
3. DISTRIBUTION:

- Commanding General
- % .
2 i US Army Combat Developments Command

v Commandants

5 5 ,‘. . US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army War College
98 - .
Sno s US Army Afir Defense School D D C
© e US Army Armor School - n
5 » « < US Army Artillery and Missile School E_CQ)JE'UL-F
g US Army Aviation School a4
Lt US Army Chemical School MAR 6 1368 |1t
f S US Army Civil Affairs School T A ‘
: Ty US Army Engineer School E@EL Lol
T o oo US Army Infantry School : \
9 MR US A.my Intelligence School D -
o X+ .k US Army Adjutant General School
csnsd US Army Missile and Munitions School (\U\SS\HED
5% 3 § g US Army Southeastern Signal School QERRADED tjsp%ﬂ) oM
5 e WEN SEPRT | GSURES
2 a8 ﬁ < \FIED NG
2 I \ASS
~ @ *:'t
oo e
-
v« ‘1"0 (4
(e ala
POl f

CONFTEET




CONFIDENTIAL

DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Medical Field Service School
US Army Military Police School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Quartermaster School
US Army Security Agency School
US Armv Signal School
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Transportation School

Copies Furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Cnhief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Cnief of Engineers
The Surgeon General
The Provost Mar8hal General
Research Analysis Corporation (Library)
Dr. Martin J. Bailey, 0SD, (SA)
Joint Action Control Office
Defense Documentation Center
Project Manager, Naval Inshore Warfare Project Office
CO, 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Divisionm

CONFIDENTIAT.




e _pepe TR

CONFIDEN7/RL

HEADQUARTERS
2D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96370

AVDE~BB-T 16. June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAQ XVI (U)
THRU: Command Channels
TO: Cormander
U. S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J343
APO San Francisco 96307
1, (U) Name cf Operation: HOPTAC XVI, Search and Destroy.
2. (U) Date of Operation: O020730H May 67 to 031835H May 67.
3. {(C) location of Operaticn: Border area of KHIEM ICH and LONG

DINH Districts of DINH TUONG Province, vicinity coordinates (UIM) XS 3152.

L.

(C) Control Heaquarters: 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Dong

Tam, Vietnam (XS-3143).

5e

FOROT RO
G7XI(15

Id

(C) Reporting Officer:

a. Over-all Gommand: COL William B. Fulton,

b. Subordinate Commanders:
(1) 3-47th Inf Bn: LTC Lucien E, Boldue Jr.
{2) 3-60th Inf Bn: LTC Edwin W, Chamerlain Jr.
(3) 5-60th (M) Inf Bn: LIC Allen S, Flymn
(4) 3=-34th Arty Bn: LIC Carrol S Meek

(C) Task Organization:

3-4Tth Inf Bn 3-60th Inf Bn

Plat/D/15th Engr Plat/D/15th Engr
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS

DECLASSTFIED AFTuR 12 YRS
DOD DIR 5200,1
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COMFIDENTIAG
AVDE-BB-T 16 June 1967
SUBJECT: Cormbat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC XVI (U)

Pire Support BDE CONTROL
3-34th Arty Gp HHC 2d Bde
3=34th Arty Bn (- )(DS) D/15th Bn
C/2-4th Arty Bn (=) 2/9th MP Co
Plat (=) (AW/SP) 24 Artr " Dong Tam Base Elements
Plat/3-60th Inf Bn Plat/3-47tH Inf Bn

8 ML13/5-69th (M) Inf Bn
7. (C) Supporting Forces:

as US Air Force: Eight (8) preplanned airstyikes were subritted
and approved for this operation; four {4) strikes each days On 2 May, after
contact had been established, two (2) more strikes wére requested on an im-
madiate basis and approved. Preplanned requests went through Army channels
by telephone in advance of the operation, and the imiediate went tia the Air
Force single side-band comm system after approval by the local commander.
The response in both cases was very good. All strikes were effective, but
areas for joint improvement were noted. Ground units were slow several
times to mark front line positions with smoke, thus delaying the- strikes.The
initizl target description given by the requesting cormander should be rore
detailed, Simply giving the FAC a set of coordinates does not provide the
type of target he must locate at that location, Finally, the commander on
the ground of the unit in contact is the individual best qualified to talk
to the FAC and give adjustments to the bomb strikes when needed,

C-47 "Spooky" Flareships equipped with mini-guns were called in to sup=
port the operation cn the night of 2 May. The reaction time of response to
the call was good, and their support was very effective. As one ship ran
low on fuel it was replaced by another, Mini-guns were expended only in one
case,

b. Army Aviation: Although the general plan called for two (2)
light airmobile 1if% companies initially to report to Dong Tam at 02070CH,
the night before only one (1) company was made available by higher head-
quarters for 020700H. The brigade plan was revised to utilize one corpany.
However, at 020720H Division notified brigade that no airlift would be avail-
able., This forced two changes in the ground tactical plan. Two light air-
mobile companies were made available later in the day of 2 May and were em-
ployed in movement of small units, resupply and medical evacuation of casu-
alities., These units were replaced late that night by a third 1lift company
which remained with the brigade uri.il late afternoon of 3 May. Reaction of
all lift elements was speedy and efficient, A great deal of credit for the
swift, reaction of forces is due the 116th AVN Corpany (AML), nicknamed the
"Horrets", stationed in Saigon. Their dedication to the efficient and cont-
inued support of this operation during the critical hours of contact was

2
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AVDE-BB-T 16 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC XVI (U)

exerplary inevery regard, Their actions earned them the resract and gratitude
of all units involved., They did not hesitate to fly any mission at any iime
or under any condition as long a3 the combat commender dcemed it n cessary,
Their guppvort wos total and complotely unrescrved. Four soriies of CH-47 1ift
vere planncd for 2 May end were uscd to haul in supplies end evocuate rice
cuchess On 3 May ono sorties of CH-47 along with o light airmobile 1ift cou-
peny, ves cmployed os troop 1ift teextriet attached Infent~* compony from the
operaiion area (A Co, 3«47th Inf Bn),

c. US Novyt Navy support for tho.opcration consisted of the use
of ATC's end ICM-6 boets to tremsport clements of the brigude T0C CP North
via the Cenal Commerciels to a ficld location in tho ARW comwnd post com=
pound at LONG DINH (XS-383494). The movoment was smooth end uneventful, At
the landing point, “ecause of low tide, the wheeled vhiclos hed to be pulled
off the boats usin; ARVN M113 Pcrsonnel Cerriers and tow cable. The exposed
md’flats prevented the vehicles from being driven off the boets under. their
own pover. On 3 Hay the LCM-6 boats returncd to the landing to pick up two
M-42 tra~ked vehicles for transport back io Nong Tem. All water transport
was on time and eccording to plan, '

~ de ARVN: ARWN supported by making available the 12th Regimental
CP at long Dinh, £S 38,494, for usc es the locotion of the brigcée TAC CP
during {thc operation,

. €¢ Artillery: Arxtillery supported the.entire operation from =
forwerd firc support base ovea located at XS 355495. Response to cll fire
missions wes quick end officient and was resgonsible for holding the enemy
in plecc in many instances and metericlly reducing the amount of small arms
fire he was able to bring upon friendly units. In the finel assault ageinst
the encmics main dcfensive position, a combination of mixed HE and smoke on=
ebled the infantry and mechanized elements to assault successfully.

fo Intelligence: On or chout 26 April 1967 the briccde received

infornaiion from & FICC (Province Intel Com) of the presencc of two companics
of the 514th lobile Force YC Battalion in the Ap Bac II complex. Since this
eree wasg known to be 2 normal operating arca for the VC, snd one in which he
felt rcesonably sccure, the report wes considered relisblo, probebly true .

(C-3). Other local informetion tended also to back it up. During and aftor
the operation clements of the 514th Battalion werey in feoct, identificd es
toe forec in contact. Indiocations point to it heving beon elements of the
T.evy Weapons Corpany (C-4) plus C-) and C-2 Compenics, 514th Battglion,
Jocuments captured in the battle zree are still being studicd and nay evente
aally roveal much about VC beses located in other parts of the province., The
ground over which the bottle took place was alternctely rice paddy end thick
Jungle like patches of vogetetion, with hLeavy folisge clong the strecms end
canels, The weather for the entire. oporation wes extremecly good, hot with a
little rain in widely soattcred arcas. An evelustion of the locrl populace

3
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AVDE~HB~T 16 June 1967
SJBJECT: Combet Opcrations Aftcr Action Report, Operetion EOPTAC xv1 (U)

by Brigadde 85 indicetcc it tc be independent tomild pro-VC.

8. (C) Xission: The brignde mission, os stet:d in itwordcr, wes to
conduct an sirmobile search and destroy operation in the AP BAC Sscret Zone
commenicing at 0207308 lisx 1967 to detect and destyoy the 514th MF VO Battalion
in coopcration with the Tth ARVN Division, durin_ the peried 24 May 1967.
This mission wes cstablished by the brigede itseclf.

9. (C) Conccpt-of Opc:ation: As originaliy conceivedy 3-60th Inf vas
to meke en cirelend ssssult northwest of Ap Bac 8J, vic AS 279969 end work
its wey south through t gerics of objcctives numbéred ome through ten; soing
into perimcter defense for the.night at porition XRay locetcd XS'261495.
3=47th Inf wes to cxccutc an eir-land asseult as Bcon os the sircroft were
relcased by 3=-60th Inf, going into en LZ vic 'S 327518, <nd vorkiag north and
west through o series of objectives nunmbered cleven throu h scventoon, and
finally occupy © night perimeter position ot Bulu, vie XS 310576, The intent
of this mencuver was to provide a dross-ruff bgeinst the cnemy cmounting to
e four dircctional gpprpachs One battelion forcc would move south, the other
battzlion forge moying notth, Any enemy moving awcy would conceivebly move
into thc otbo# approsching force. Similerly, any leterel movement by small
cnemy ;roups to cither the east or west would also bc moving imto tho path of
an adveneing battlion. It vas intended thst the 3-4%th Inf would remein in
position Zulu the ncxt momming while 3-60th Inf would egcin exccute en eire
lended assault on an LZ vic XS 350593 snd subsequently move southuest to link
up with 3«47th ™ at Zulu. This accomplished, both units vere to turm gencr-
ally southcest in specified zones and conduct secrch and clgar opcuation along
the Consl Commereiale to ¢ point vic XS 3646%1, at which point the opereticn
vould torminate ond all elements be extracted to Dong Tam base.

10. (C) Execution: (See sketch mep ettached) The ordcr for Operation
OPTAC XVI was issued at 301730 April 1967. Brigade was informed carly on the
evening of 1 May thct the operation 2& plenned would not be availablce Only
one compcny was made available, plens were thercfore chrnged which instructed
both 3=-47th Inf ond 3-60th Inf Tattalions to prepared to move out by motor
convoy. A Compeny, 3-60th Inf was kept at Dong Tam to be air liftcd into the
LZ of the 3-60th Inf. 3-34th Arty Group wes the first unit to move, deprrie
ing by convoy via routcs TL25, LT 164, cn OL4 to the Fire Support Basc erca
vic XS 347495 at 020500H, 3-60th Inf(=) moved ncext vio the same ®oute ot 02-
0530H to = position vic XS 290499. Units were placed on line fecing north,
B/3-6Cth Inf on the right end C/5-50th Inf on thc left, along the LD, hijhe
way :4e This rcprescented © major change in the dircetion of atiack with both
bettelions attecking north slong & northern parcllcl exis of auvance pushing
agcinst the block esteblished in the north by A Company, j=6Cth Inf,

Twenty minutcs ofter its scheduled departure time for the ~irlilt of A

Compeny, 3-6(tl: Inf, the Brigede reccived notificrtion thui there would be no
sirmobile company ovailable. A quick consiltotion betucen the bettalion and

‘.‘.
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AVDE-EB-T 16 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOPTAC XVI (1)

A/3-4Tth came under heavy automatic weavons immedintely ofter emercing
fron e woodline vic XS 311519, trking 7~12 ecsualtics from the first bursts
of firc from tic vicinity of objective thirtecn. The unit deploy:C rant citemp
ted to move rgeinst the cnemy position, but was hempired by the heavy under-
grouth vhich made it difficult to sce the locetion of the cnemy firing posit-
ions,

Heavy cusomatic firc from the cncmy. bunker line prevented A/3-4Tth Inf
from moneviring agrinst the position, The first fire wcs rcceived af o dist-
ence of seventy~five yoxds. A/3-4Tth Inf continucé to try to improve its posi-
tion, at thc seme time cclling in ertillery fire, unshins cnd throe eirstrikes
on th¢ cncmy positions to their frent. These airstrikes end ertillory fires,
were brought in as close s one hundred and fifty aetors.

At stout 1300, B/3-60th Inf, thin located on objuciive six o: ploced
under o;.crational control of 3~-47th Inf and (irceted fo move ccst to objuetive
tiftcen to establich o blocking position on the north, oriented to tho south.
At the some tiue 8/3~60th Inf and G/5-60th Ing wore ordered vast to occuyy
objectivcs nine and ci. t rc.p ctively to close off cucimy cseope routes on
that flenks ©f3-47th In end B/3-47th Inf werc ordercd to be in movemunt north-
wist to vie L2 K (XS 324527) to bloek on the cest flenk of thc jositicn £/3-
£7th Inf. About two hours were utilized to ot all umits notificd, roved in-
to acsoulting positions, vesup:lied vith anrwnition biforc s cocrdinctod final
azsarlt upon the encmy bunker linc could be nace.

C/5=6Cth Inf, o rochenized compony moved through imundoetcd areas which
had horetofore been felt to be impassables By notient ond skillful sclection
of roub.s thuy wore ovle to ot into the revuisitc agscult positions.. c/5-
60th cnd 4/3~60th Inf made the finel esseult from the w.st from & linc rwmning
north ond south about 1000 meters cest of objective eight and ninc, into the
cremy position locatud in tle turn of the creck beticen objectives thirtcen
and fouccen. A/3-474%: Inf assisted this essanlt by fire urtil its lircs mere
masked by .the esszvlting troops ., et which it picicd up and joincd the attack
on thc gouth flenk., C/5=-60th Inf grcetly enchenced the firepower of the
assault by cmolaying its full-tracked armored carricrs in the essa. 1t line
with .50 and .50 cal mechine quns firing point-blenk inwe the bunkers 11
alon; ibie lincs The orgonic infentry followed closcly on foot, The cnemy
was stumed by the stoedy end vicious essault, but continuod to resist with
heavy rifle end sutometic wcepons fire. lst Pletoon, 5/3=-60th Inf on the
right flenk of the nsseult move oeross the ground utere A/3-47th's imtiel
casucltics still loy, ond resupslyirg themselves with auwmunition from these
bodies, chorged into the soutkorm line of binkers, attacikdng it cnfilode from
wcst o cost andinittske ;the finel breai in the encmy vosition. 8ceing their
line thus broken, rneny VC came up out of their position and tricd to flce to
the cest, but “erc cut dowm as both C/5-60th and A/3=G0th Inf ‘conduvcted their
finel csse.lt into the bunk r line. The VO were unihileted in position and
the objeciive sccurcd by - J hours.

Z
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AVIE~BB-T 16 June 1967 |
SUBJECTs Combat Operations Aftcr Action Report, OpcretionHOPTAC XVI (U) :

brigade commandcr resulted in a deeision to truck tne units to the A0 a move ;
roquiring avproximetcly two hours by roed. s

At tho seme time, 3-60th Inf wes movihg intec position, the brigede fore
vard CP elements were moving north by ATC's on the Cenal Commercicle to sct
up at the 12th ARVN Xcgimental CP cogpound locoted at Long Dinh, XS 383494.
3-60th Inf's convoy was followed by 3=-47th Inf Battslion tn the same route at
020600H, moving to off loed its c¢ombat olements vic XS 340502 in order from
left to right; A Compony, C Compeny, and B Compeny o1l fecing to the north ‘
elong highway ;4. ‘

The artilicry end air preperation to LZ Alfa, XS 281569 went sceording
to plon cven though the airmobile assault hzd to be cancelled becouse of lack
of 1ift aircraft, This wes donc with & view of dceciving the cnumy cs of the
tre intont of the two Battelioms. An alrstriic wos brought in et 0730,
followed at 0750 by artillery. Latcr onolysis indiceted that this obvious
activity possibly deceived the eaemy into belicving the main effort would
come less then 2000 meters to their south. It accounts for the frct ihat
solid contcet was geined and mainteined in an orea where previously tac VC
had aluays chosen to refusc combat if possible.

At gpproximately 0830 both battalions hod moved across the LD vic route
#4 and were moving north to their initiel objectives. Those objcctives were:
B/3-60th Inf to objcctives nine (XS 298520) end cight (XS 299533), C/5-60th
Inf objecctives Joker (XS 27651G), King (XS 277528), and (u-en (XS 279537),
A/3=-4Tth Inf o objective thirteem (XS 310520), C/3-47 Inf to objective
twelve (XS 322522), end B/3~47th Inf to objective cleven (XS 333522). Ele-
ments of 3-00 Inf met, no resistonce at ell e they moved norht, picking up
only zn occassionzl detainee suspect. By 1215, C/4=60 Inf moving on APC's
had clcercd objectives Jokor end ten, and hed moved north to clezr =nd occupy
soven (XS 291535). A/3-60 Inf, ori inelly schedulcd for airlift wes finelly
cormitted to follow the action et 1010 snd hed movec: to objcctive ten, B/-
3-60 Inf had cleared objective nine, #s planncd, and was in position about
700 metors to the west of it at this time, prepering to move north to objcct-
ive eight (XS 299528). Units of 3-47 Inf hed moved Jor.ord vury ceautionsly
during this period, covering ebout 1500-1800 mcters coch, end were rcporting
light sniper firc ond some visual obscrvation of retrcating VO es they
approached their essigned objectives from the south. 4 second airstrike
keyed to the originel plen hod been expended at 1100 hours on a suspected VO
terget vic XS 319547 B/3-47 Inf found o coche of five tons of ricc end had
ceavurtcd it by oir to Tong Tam. At Approximotcly 1250 houss both L cnd B
compenics, 3=47th Inf, rcported contect with the cnemy. B/3-47 Inf, vhich
hed moved slightly northeast cn £ route of merch vould Bave heve taken it
past the cast end of objoctive eleven by some 1200 meters, ied turncd and
ves approeching objcctive eleven from the coste It reoeived automatic weoe
pons {ire from objcctive cleven vhilc still some 300-50C meters to the cest,
C Com::ny continucd to riove slowly wust -toward objective tuelve.

e
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AVDE-EB~T 1€ June 1967
SUBJERT: Combat Operations After Action Report, OperationHOPTAC XVI (U)

The units of 3-60th Inf pulled into a perimeter for the night, vic XS
307524, while 3-47th Inf coiled up in the positions they had ozcupied at the
time of the last assault at 1810 hours. Because the original plan of bringing
the 3-60th Inf into base X-Ray was not feasible, the Brigade Commander had
visited the Battelion Commander 3-60th Inf approximstely 1600 and suggested
that the Bn CP and supporting units move to the brigade fire support base for
better security, The battalion commender felt he was in a defensive posture
which could hold an attack., In view of this, the Brigade Commander ordered
eight APC's of the 5-60th Inf (M) Bn from Dong Tam basc to procccd immediately
to Base X-Ray as an added security element. Additionally, four APC's from
the brigade fire support base were ordered to proceed to base X-Ray t6 insure
its support.

At 1900 hours the CP, 3-60th Inf vic XS 281495 reported being under
attack from the south and southwest by a force umknown size receiving 57 RR,
60mm mortar, and small arms fire. Defensive fires initiated. Shortly after
this attack was initiated four full-tracked armored carriers from the brigade
fire support base mounting .50 cal machine guns arrived and helped to break
up this attack. Upon receiving a B-2 intelligence rcport that a VC battalion
was moving east some 2000 metors from Base X~-Ray, requested a reinforcing -
unit from division and was provided with A/3~Jth Inf which arrived in the 3-
60th Inf CP arca by air approximately 2200 hours. This unit acted as an addi-
tional security element throughtout the night and was extracted back to 1ts
parent unit (199th Brigade) the next morming once the threat had passed.

On the morning of 3 May, 3-60th Inf and 3~-47ti Inf conducted sweeps of
the battle acca for weapons, bodies, and intelligence, six additional VO were
gilled as a result of these swceps. At 0945, B/3-47tL Inf reported small arms
fire Trom the southeast of its position on “he east side of LZ K. A4/3-50th
Inf and B/3~60th Inf were airlitted into LZ Paul and LZ Zeke (XS 340530) and
(XS 335513) respectively and commenced a sweep to the south at about 1200
hours. o contact with any VC was made, and at approximately 1300 hours the
order for all units to execute extraction to Dong Tem was issued, All units
closcd Dong Tam by 1800 hours 3 May 1967.

11, (C) Results: KIA  WIA Equip Captured
a. PFriendly: 15 46 2= ,30 cal MG watcr cooled
1- ,30 cal M¢ (191944)
1- M60 MG

2~ SMG Thompson

4~ 60mm mortars

1- BAR

1- Rifle, US M~1

8- Carbines

1~ SNG, AK-47

1~ 57mm RR

1- Soviet Flag & ficld gear.

q’
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AVIE-EB-T 16 June 1967
SUBJEDT: Combat Operations After Action Report, OperstionHOPTAC XVI (U)

The units of 3~60th IAf pulled into a perimeter for the night, vic XS
307524, while 3-47th Inf coiled up in the positions they had occupied at the
time of the last assault at 1810 hours. Because the original plan of bringing
loe 3-6Cth Inf into base X-Ray was not feasible, the Brigade Commander had
visited the Battelion Commander 3-60th Inf approximstely 1600 and suggested
that the Bn CF and supporting units move to the brigade fire support base for
batier security, The battalion commander felt he was in a dcfensive posture
which could hold an attack, In view of this, the Brigade Commander crdered
eight APC's of the 5-60th Inf (M) Bn from Dong Tam basc to procccd immediately
to Basc ¥~Rav as an added security element., Additionally, four APC's from
the brigade fire support bace were ordered tc proceed to base X-Ray t6 insure
its support,

[R IRy ’M’W‘

At 190C hours the CP, 3-60th Inf vic XS 281495 reported being under
attack from the south and southwest by a force unknown size receiving 57 RR,
60mn mortar, and small arms fire, Defensive fires initiated. Shortly after
this attack was initiated four full-tracked armored carriers from the brigade
fire support base mounting .50 cal machine guns arrived and helped to break
up this attack. Upon receiving a B-2 intelligence report that a VC battalion
was moving east some 200C meters from Base X-Ray, requested a reinforcing -
uit from division and was provided wih A/3-Jth Inf which arrived in the 3-
60th Inf CP area by air approximately 2200 hours. This unit acted &s an addi-
tional security element throughtout the night and was extracted back to its
parent unit (199th Brigade) the next morming once the threat had passed.

On the morming cof 3 May, 3-60th Inf and 3-47t. Inf conducted sweeps of
the battle area for weapons, bodies, and intelligence, six 2dditionzl VC were
killed as a result of these swceps. At 0945, B/3-47th Inf reported small arms
fire from the southeast of its position on the east side of LZ K. A/3-60th
Inf and B/3-60th Inf were airlifted into LZ Paul and LZ Zeke (XS 34053%0) and
(xs 33£513) respectively and commenced a sweep to the south at about 12C0
hours, No contact with any ™ was made, and at approximately 1300 hours the
order for all units to execute extraction to Dong Tam was issucd. All uaits
closed Dong Tam by 1800 hours 3 May 1967.

11. (C) Results: KIA  WIA Equip Captured
a, Priendly: 15 46 2= .30 cal MG water cooled
1- .30 cal Me (191944)
1- M60 MG

2- MG Thempson
4- 60mm mortars
1~ BAR
1- Rifle, US M~1
3~ Carbines
1- SNG, AK-47
1~ 57mm RR
i’ 1~ Soviet Flag & field gear.
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AVDE-BB-T 16 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aftcr Astion Report, Operation HOPTAC XVI (U)

bs Enemy: KIA POW  Detainegs

195 (BC) 2 40
40 Poss

ce Search of sirstrikes target areas:

SEARCHED NOT S .

X 315523 XS 315547
XS 282568
XS 333557
XS 335568
XS 353555
XS 355565

12, (U) Administrative mattcrs: None.
13. (U) 8pecial Bquipment and Techniques: None
14, (U} Commander's Analysis:

a. The general scnéme of maneuvir contained in the Brigede cpera-
tior order must be sufficiently flexible to accomodatechanges in z faZlure
to get required airlift or riverine 1lift, as the case may be. In this in®
stance, two chinges tc the operations plan had to be made in short notice for
lack of previously allocated airmobile companies,

b. In deY¥eloping operational plans, tactical control peasures
st provide for maximum flexibility in controlling the maneuver of units.
If the origiral plan cannot be execu&ted, there must be sufficient latitude
to redirect the effort of the participating units according to the control
measures previously issued, Check peints, a series of intcrmediate objectives
and an area grid system provide the maximum cptions for redirection of units
and shifting of boundaries. Control measures must provide for rapid adjust-
ment of boundaries, shifting of fire coordination lines and changes in the
scheme of maneuver, Based on the situation, control of maneuver companies
can be shifted between battalions to facilitate the scheme of mancuver once
contact is nade.

ce VWhen any unit, particularly in the Delta area, flevelops a con=-
tact, commanders at each echelon must be quick to react to determine the type
of fire, thc direction of firc and the general doceticn from which the fire
is coming, Often this will indicate the size of the unit, the basc, and its
general defensive posture. If therec is a hesitation or a pause tc clarifly
the situation prioe tc building upon any contact, the encmy can easily slip
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through the many watcrways and dense vegetation in the area and zscape. Blocks
must be rapidly established and other units in the immcdiate wicinity mus®
change the direction of their mcvement and respond to the contact aclordingly.

de The Ap Bac Battle was a classic in finding, fixing, righting,
and finishin; the enemy. Through the use of simple control measnres, units
of the two battalions were moved into blocking positions tocut off routes of
withdrawal while other units were manuevered within a short period of time on
the flank and into assaulting positions. The units which made initial contact
provided a base of fire; When this maneuver was combined with the use of bcth
air and artillery supporting fires, the enemy situation was quickly developed
to the point that he had to remain in his positions or pcrish ig anv attcumpt
to withdraw.

es Units must ue prepared to tring in artillery and air as close
as possiole to the front lines. In this engagement, colored smoke and the
use of pancls was used in dircct contact. The battalion cormanders positioned
themsclves irmediately over their units in an observaticnm helicopter, This
resulted in the ability to bring fire in close support to their units. Air
strikes wire brought in as close as 150 mcters without fricndly casuclities.
Similerly, artillery fires were controlled without uniue delay.

fe Infantry units, once having found the enemy, must be prepared
through fire and maneuver to conduct a coordinated assault against the encmy
positions. By the use of close supporting artillery fire and shock action,
the infentry units were in a position to launch & coordinated, vicious at-
tack which finally overcame the enemy who were in developed defensive position.

&¢e  In the Delta arca, where VC have been used to fighting ARVH,
it has bcen customery to break off contact at around 1600 hours. In this
instance, it was detcrmined by the brigade commander thaet centact vould be
naintained until the assault could be conductcd successfully., No regord was
given to normal night re-supply, to developing night defensive positions
until a ccoplete over-runring of the enemy's position could be cxecuted re-
gardless of the time of night., The point to be made is that friendly forces
should continue to close on the cnery once contact is cstablished regardless
of the hour,

h. When neking an assault in the Delta, where there is very little
gover, units which arc in line of friendly fire must take wover., Fire co-
ordination could beconme difficult. In this instance, one battalion attocked
directly into the VO and their line of fire was into the other battalicn. A
simple order of 1o tzke cover was all that was required to insure that mexf-
mum assault fire was delivered against the enemy positions by the maneuvering
battalion.
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i, Mechanized infantry was used most successfully in this instance.
There was a wilingness by the unit commander to continue to search for routes

through very swampy and marshy areas, He patiently maneuvered his armored
persomnel carriers up to an assaulting line and deployed them along a paddy
while receiving some recoiless rocket and mortar fire, Once having deployed
his APC's he dismounted his infantry and through the combined use of the 30
caliber apd the 50 ecaliber machineguns, along with M-79 and the Mark 48
grenade launchers, he moved forward with great speed and with shock action.
The volume of fire developed by the armor persormel carriers directly into
the bumker line, coupled with a mixture of HE and WP artillery, enabled the
moving infantry to continue and close the gap between their initial assault
positicns and the line of enemy bunkers and defensive foxholes, In this in-
stance it was a clear demonstration that once fire superiority had been
established, the assault was able to execute with few casualties simply be-
cause the entmp ws required to be in holes until the friendly infantry was
completly on top of him.

/S/WILLIAM B, FULTON

1 Incl VILLIAM B, FULTON
sketch Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
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