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COVFIDEMNTIAL

: DEPAPTHENT OF THE AFMY
HEADQUARTE S . 1ST JATTALLON 307H ARTILLERY
. APD 96238
3 9
" AVOE-AR-C 5 November 1967

{ SUBJECTe Operantional Report for Quarterly Perind Endirng X1 Octobex 1967
TO1 See Diatributicn

SICTION I (C) BIGNIFIC.NT CRGANIZATTOW CR TNIT ACTIVITIRS,
1. (C ) General.

as The 1st Battalion, 70%h Artillery contimield to sudpo=t Tree World
Military Assistance Forces in the I and JI Corps Tastical Zones in <he Regublie
of Vietnam during the period 1 Avgist 1967 to 21 Qcnber 1947

- be * The battalion with its three organic firing batteries and Pattiery €
6th Battalion, 16th Actillery atitached, was under operationel conirol of the lst
Alr Cavalry Division for most of the repcrting period. Battery C, 6th Bettalion,
16th Artillery departed from the PERSHING 40 on 16 September 1967 and was placed
under operational control of the 6th Battalien, 32ad Artillery. The battery was
further assigned the mission of reinforcing the 3::d Battalion, 319th Artillery in
support of the 173d Airborne Brigsce in Overation BOLLING. Cperational. control of
the 1lst Battalion, 30th Artillery reverted to the 41st Artillery Group on 39 Sepe
tember 1967 with the mission of reinforcing the 1lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery.
Battery A, lst Battalion, 30th artillery departed from the PERSHING drea of Oper-
ation (A0) on 17 October 1967 and was placed under operational control of the ime
erical Divisione The unit was further placed urder operational control of the
1st Battelicn, 218t srtillery in support of the 3d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Div-
ision. The battalion expended 112,937 rounds and received credit for 55 N"VA/VC
confirmed K'A'a during the past *hree months,

¢. Throughout the period “he battalion continued its additional mission
of providing the fire support coordincticr center for the L7 English~Dog complex.

, d, The battalion received five Field Artillery Digital Automatio Come
puters (FADAC) on 12 dugust 1967 and hecams one of the first units in the II Corps
- Tactical Zone to empley this equimment for computation of firing datas The FADAC
equipment has been ue2d 4o compite 6473 of the 9778 missions fired from 14 August
thru *1 October. & compiete memval ard graphical capability was rctained and

exercised.

2. (C) 1Intelligence. Daily liaison visits were made to the following agen-
cies in this area for the purpese of gaining intelligence, coordinating observa~
tion, and réporting results of surveillence:

ae lst Air Cavalrv Division fLrtillery.

FOR oT RO
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pazini Fmding 31 October 1957

be lst Alr Cavalry Division G-2.
oe 22nd ARVN Division.
¢. 40th MMVY Reginent.
3. (C) Oporation and Treining Activities.
as Genersle The lst Battelion, 30th Artillery and attached units con=
ducted tactical operations in svppcrt of Free Werld Military .Assistance Foreces

during the entire period.

be Headquarters Rattoerye The battery remained at 12 Faglish (3988400‘,7)

- - o

throughout the reporting period.

ces Service Paftegy.. Service Battery supported the Yatsalien frou Canp
Pownes (Br0T2252 )e A forward supply ard amomiitiorn elenoni was paintained ab Lo
English (BS384007).

de Battery 4.

’(1) Battery A was locuted at L7 Sandra (BS800191) luring Augnss and
Beptember 1557 and provided general suupart reinforcing fires “o the 1si Batielion.
fst Artillery, end the 2nd Battalion, 19t: Artillery,

(2) With the beginning of the nonscon season, LZ Serxdra, vhich io
located on a mountdtmemgplateeu (FL 7i0 meters) overlooking *he 4n Lao Valley,
became difficuit to resupply because of poor visibili‘y and ieavy rains. On 7
October 1967, Battery & heli-lifted from L2 Sonira tc L7 BEaglish (BRS84000) with
a nission of genernl support reinforcing the let Battelicn, TTth Artillery, The
battery depioycd by road to IZ Crysial (BR3C2561) on 8 October 1967 and »etained
the sane rission.

(3) The battery displaced by vehicle to Qui Nhon on 16 October 1967
and embarked aboard an LST which deparied for Chu Lei on 17 October 1967. The
unit debarked on 18 October and marched by road to LZ Baldy (BT135452) the sene
days On 19 October, Batterv 4 was heli-lifted from LZ Baldy to their preseat lo-
cation at LZ Ross (BT026342) where they are under the operational control of the
1st Battelion, 21st Artillery.

(4) This walt sxpended 28,;54€ rounds end received oredit for 24.5
oonfirmed NVA/C ¥Ii's Guring tha revorting pericd.

e« Battery B.

(1) Pattery B heli-lifted fron LZ Crystal (BRe9#661) to Ba To (BS
§58325) on 2 Au~ust 1957. Tha unit establiched theo initial firo hasz in the I
Corps Tactical Uone during the 1st Adr Tavalry Division's expansion to the north.
The battery reneined in the I CT2 providing reinfcrcing fires to the lst Battalion,
21st Artillery until 27 August 1957. The battery's armunition and supply sections
remained at I.Z Montezuma (BS81.35u5; whore retions, emmunition, and supplies were
provided by Task Force Oregon and heli-lifted to the battery position. On 27
August 1967, Battery B redeployed into the II Corps Tactical Zone by helicopter

COM FId¥n: Tiai
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AVOK~AB-O COMFI10 e AL 5 Novenber 1967
SUBJECT: Opermtional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967

wvith the 3d Brigade, lst Air Cavalry Divieion in a successful effort to inocrease
the security on the Bong Son Plain in preparation for the mational elections in
September. On 1 September 1967, Battery B expended 1058 rounds in & 12 hour period
to interdict the deployment of NVA/VC forces prior to elections and support maneuv-
er forces in contacts The battery was located at LZ English (BS880006) in a gen~
eral support reinforcing role to the lst Battalions 77th Artillery until 17 Sep-
tember 1967,

(3) The unit mazched by wvehicle to 1z Ollie (ER912348) or 17 Sep-
tember 1967 where it remained for the rest of the period with tho same tactical
nissions From 1 August 1967 to J1 Cctober 1967, Baitery B expended 30,569 rounds
and received credit for 12.75 confirmed NVA/VC KIA's. :

f. J}a‘ttey’ Ce

(1) Battery C remsined at L2 Laramie (ES790%45) for the entire repor-
ting period and provided general suppert reinforecirg fires to whe lst Batteliom,
21st artillery and the 2nd Battalicas 1941 dvtilleryve

(2) Batterv C provided the mainstay of fire support for meneuver ele-
ments operating b theibleoValley. The unit expended 24,400 rounds and received
credit for 18.08 confirmed NVANC KIA's. '

g Battery C, 6th Zn, 16th Jrsillerye.

(1) Battery C began the period providing genersl support reinforcing
the firus of the 1lst Battalion, 77th Artillery fron 1.2 Ollie (BR912848). The bat-
tery contributed significantly to the security of the Dem Trea~O Leke area, Cey
Giep Moun*ain erea and southern Bong Son Plains. The battery expended 1212 rounds
in & 24 hour period on 5 Scptember 1967 when supported maneuver units were in
heavy cohtact.

(2) Battery C sterted a road march south for Tuy Hoa on 17 September
1967. On the same day the tattery boarded an LST at Qui Nhcn and on 18 September
procecedcd to Vung Ro Baye The battery debarked and marched by road to Zhu Hiep
on 19 Septenber 1967 and was immediately heli-lifted to-LZ Basin (BA354503) to
reinforoe the fires of the % Battalion, 319th Artillery supporting ths 17231 air-
borne Brigade in Operation BCLLING. On 2¢ September 1967, the battery heli-lifted
to L% Peak (BQ083384), where it has rcneined until the present.

(3) During Operation BOLLING, the battery was under operational
control of thre 6ia Batielion. 32nd irtillery, From 1 Jugust 1967 to 31 Octoder
1967, Batiery C expended 19,342 rounis end received credit for no confirned NVA/AC

KIA!se
4. (€) Logistics.

ae Tan logistlcal cunpovd vrovided ty Service Battery, lst Battalion,
30+h JAriillery was geareG to aerial resupply duvring the first iwo Drnths of the
pericd. It was necessary in Jugust to evpport all tiirec organic hatteries by alr
fron %we diffevent sueply weints, Supplics were dravn priparily from the forward
suppors element of the 1st air Cavalry Divisica, & 1st Logistical Comviand forward
task force loceted at LZ Engiish, and fron +l.e Qui Vhor depots 'The battalion

s LONEIDENTI AL |
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AVGK-AR-C % Noveanber 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967

was required to draw and air 1ift 4733.,7 tons of supplies to batteries located in .
helicopter supported landing zones during this reporting period.

be Hot noon neals were prepared in the battery positions from B and C
rations, supplemented by small amounts of A rations delivered on a daily basis.
The evening meel was prepared from 4 rations at the battalion base arca and heli-
lifted to the batteries in insulated containers along with ingredients to prepare
an A ration breskfast,

5¢ (7) Civil Affairs. The tattalion oontinued with its M¥DCAP IXI Program
in the Qui Nhon and Bong Son areas during the period and treated approxiuztely 2300
Vietnanese patientse In Septenber, tha battalion initiated a pregram ot providing
English }Angunge instruction to the Trinh Vuong Catholic school in Qui Nhone A
program to provide medical and sanitation assistunce and area inprovenent to the
Go Thi Orphanage in Qui Nhon was started in October.

e s o v

ae Personnel losses and gains from 1 August 1967 to 3). October 19€7 are
es follows:

CFFICERS
LOSSES g.mma
MAT - 2 MAT - 1
Cf’l‘ - 10 CPT - 8
IT -9 IT - 13
TOTAL 23 24
ENLISTED PR
Py GaLs
ET -E9 - 8 E7 - E9 - 9
B -F6-144  E-B_-6
TOTAL 152 T0

;:>. Awerds and Decorat;ons. The following awards and decorations were
approved during the periods

(1) Soldierts Medel 4'1
(2) Bronze Star with "V" Device = 1

(3) 3ronze Star - 17 ’[
COMNEPEArTIA L




AVOK-AB-C CONFIDEN T 5 Novenber 1967
SUSJECT: Operational Report for Quarierly Period Ending 31 October 19467

(4) Air Medal ~ 10
(5) Army Conmendation Medal with "V Device - 1

(6) Army Commendation Medal = 17

P

T) Purple Heart - 3
SECTION II (C) CCMMANDER'S OPSERVATIONS iND RECOMMEND..TICNS.
Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned)

1. Fire Direction Proficiency.

as Itent Maintaining proficiency in manusi. corputation of firing data.

b. Discussiont When the FADAC. is adopted as a prinmary means of conmput-
ing firing data it is necessary to institute a training program which will maintain
a nanual proficiency in the battalion and battery fire direction centers. Meéhan~
ical failures cause excessive delay in firing when ourrent registration date,
deflection correction scales, meteorological correction, and other items required
for graphical and computational solutions are not kept current. It is imperative
that FDC personnel retain manual proficiency and the ability to revert to ranusl
conputation without delay.

ce Observationst 4t least 25 percent of all nissions should be conputed
nanueally in a time frame which overlaps shifts in both the battalion and the bat-
tery fire direction centers. GFT's and defensive targets rust be updated with sub-
sequent meteorological data to insure accuracy and speed in the del:.very of fires
in the event of FADAC breakdown.

2. Maintenance of FADAC.

ae Item: TATAC repair parts.

b, Discussion: When the FADAC wae introduced, repair parts were not
available from the battalion's PLL or the direct support unit's ASL and back-up
stockage. Long delays have been encountered waiting for needed partss Tha Jdanle
line rate could have been greatly reduced if the authorized parts had been on
hand. Preepositioning of parts at the major support comiend in Vietnan would heve
substantially reduced the provlens Parts lists, back-up parts, and FLL's should

‘be releascd to the direct support unit upon distribution of a new major item of

equipment., The direct support maintenance unit can distribute the FLL to the using
unit. The PLL should be based on initial stockage with additions based on demand

data created during tropical testing cr usage.

6. Observationss Lack of repair parts hinders the acconplishment of a
nission using newly-introduced equipment. Positioning of conplete YLL's and
direct support maintenance parts would greatly fxilitate the introduction of new

equipnent. 5

QO/\/F/@Q,U T/ L
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AVOK-AB-C CO/J/'")C’\/"”O 5 November 1967 %
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967

%o Sumrer Facuirements.

ae Itemt Firing with low visibility.

b. Discussiont Bituations have been encountered in which low visibility
has conpletely obscured aiming posts with lighting devices and has made collinators
difficult to see. Conditions of this type make laying the battery nearly inpos-
sible using conventional means., By establishing a survey point with control for
direotion in each gun pit, the howitzers can be laid and safety checked during the
nost severe weather.

ce Observationss Poor visibility caused by clouds obscuring hill top
fire bases has occasionally threatened our ability to lay the battery. The pro-
posed nethod is much slower than conventional means but it provides for accurate
firing under alnyst any circumstences. :

4 Trail pits,
as Item: BExpedient reinforced trail pits.

be Discussion: Loose soil and heavy rains cause serious problems of how. !
iteer displacement and diffioulties in digging out the trails when high charges i
ave fired. The construction of a 6400ff trail pit with the outer wall lined with
pierced steel planking greatly reduces piece displacement and facilitates shif+4ing
of trails. The trail pit is dug two feet deep by two feet wide. The outside wall
of the pit is lined with PSP, anchored and reinforced with six-foot engineer i
stakes., Projectile palleg¢s for 155mm rounds make excellent shoring between the
trails and the PSP to prevent the trails from hooking on the PSP+ The firing plat-
form area should be crowned and powder canisters can be instelled as a drainage
system for the trail pite Experience has shown that upwards of twenty-five charge
7 rounds can be fired with as little as one mil displacement using the reinforced

trail pit.

S [}

cs Observationst When soft earth and muddy conditions emist, this
syeten will provide adequate shoring to prevent displacement and greatly aid in
shifting trails.

SECTION II (C) COMMANDER'S OBSERVATIONS AND REDOMMEND..TIONS
Part II. Commander's Recommendations. i
1¢ (U) Maintaining proficiency.

a. Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) raintaining
proficiency in manual computation of firing data. ‘

be I recommend this procedure to insure that fire direcotion personnel
remain proficient in mamual conputations of firing data.

2. (U) FADAC repair parts. [

a. Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) FADAC repair parts.

~ . b__
CONFRBEN T4 (
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AVGK-.AE-O C O /\/;/D E/\/ Tl 5 November 1967

SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report for Quarterly leriod Ending 31 October 1967

bs I rccormend that sufficient repair parts be issuecd along with any
new items of equipment or thet they be made available in the area of deployment.

3. (U) Firing.

a. Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Leuarned) giring with low
visibility.

be I recommend this procedure to insure accurate and rapid laying of &
battery during periods of linited visiblity.

4. (U) Expedient reinforced trail pits.

8. Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Leurnod) expedient reinforced
trail pits.

b. I recommend this eystenm of reinforcing trail pits as it facilitates
shifting of trails and prevents unaccpetable piece displacement.

~. S
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~ CONFIDENTIAL

AVGK-CO \7 ‘uV 6' 13t Ihd
STBJ..CT: Oporntional Report for Quart:u]l,y Perilod Ending 31 October 1967

(RC8 CSFOR-55) (U)
HEADQUARTERS, 41S8T ARTILLERY GROUP, APO 96368, 11 Nowenber 1367
107 Commanding General, I fisld Force. Vietnan Artiillexy, APOC 50330

1. (U) The atttached Operatiomal Report from lst Bn, 30th Arty is approwed
and forwarded with the following covments: '

a. The UIC for the organisation is WA2L.

bs The mumber of unit days engaged in training, mtwemert amd
operatfions was 19,, 6 , and 67 respectively.

c. Reference Section II, Part I, para 2: Follww up indicates that
depot stocks of PADAC repair parts are in country and programred for release
to Qui Nhon Depot in tihe mear future.

2, (U) Regraded linclassified when separated from classified documant.

‘:' {_ .(( ‘(’ "“‘V\déivi’/
A.V. AR JR. ‘
Colonel, artilleiy
Com.anding
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AVFA=AT=D (5 Nov 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967
(1st Bn, 30th Arty) (U)

Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350, 27 November 1967
TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT, APO 96350

l, Concur in the observations and recommendations contained in basic
communication and previous indorsement,

2, Reference: Section II, Part II, paragraph 1, page 6, It is re=
cognized fire direction center personnel must be trained efficiently in both
FADAC and manual fire direction computations, The percentage of missions
computed manually should be -determined by:

’

a, The unit commander,
b, Type of mission being conducted,
Cce Type of '.carget to be engaged.
de Accuracy of fire request,

- e The tactical situation,

3., Reference: Section I1I, Part II, paragraph 2, page 6. FADAC equip~
ment was introduced in country by a contact team and not througa normal logisw
tical channels, Such init.al issues are accempanied normally by a lack of repair
parts in the supply system, Concur with the recommendation,

4. Reference: Section II, Part 1I, paragraph 3, page 7. Nonconour.
This procedure is impractical and does not establish sound artillery principles,
The infinity collimator can be pesitioned between 12 and 48 feet from the weapons,
The' recommended procedure would require an aiining pomt closer than 12 feet *
thereby reducing the accuracy required,

5. Reference: Section II, Part II, paragraph 4, page 7, This in=-
formation will be disseminated in a future I FFORCEV Arty Newsletter,

FOR THE COMMANDER: /
oA

... )
St v} ',/ /
v f-[:;Z—’PJ'./ /\«%7/5;

DONALD L, BURTON
MM’ At’ty
Adjutant
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AVPA-GC=0T (5 Nov 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending

31 October 1967 RCS CSFOR=-65 UIC WAL 1st Bn, 30th Arty (0)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 1 3 DEC 1967

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC~DST,
APO 96375 '

This headquarters has reviewed the 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery
Operational Report = Lessons Learned for the Quarterly Period Ending 31
October 1967 and concurs with the observations and recommendations of
the basic document as modified by the previous indorsementse

FOR THE COMMANDER:

JAMES P, GASTON
Captain, AGC
Assisingl Adjutant General

10
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AVHGC=DET (5 Nov o7) Lih Ind (C)
SUBJHKCT:  Operational Report for Quarterly Period knding 31 October 1967

2 7 DEC 1967

[
HRADGUARTSRS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIKTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375
T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

AP0 90558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 1st Battalion,
30th Artillery (A2LA) as indorsed,

2, (C) Pertinent comment follows: Reference item concerning FADAC repair
parts, page 5, paragraph 2; and page 6, paragraph 2: Concur, The following
actions are being taken:

a, Coordination is being effected with WECOM and the Automatic Data
Field Systems Command to ensure that repair parts for both organizational and sup-
port maintenance are issued to the using and support units prior to issue of the

end item,

b, The FADAC Assistance Team, Pacific, is being informed of the repair
parts problem, They are being requested to assist the unit,

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit
through channels, |

FOR The CUMMANDeR: I

it L el —

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captain, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Copies furn:
BC, 1st En, 30th Arty
«» 1st FFORCEV

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Deelassified after 12 years
DOD DIR 5200.10
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GPOP-DT(5 Nov 67) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operationsal Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1967 from HQ, lst Bn, 30th Arty (UIC: WA2LAA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 1 8 JAN 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 '

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: P

A
— w,z.L_/ﬁ:-;//é
- " HEAVRIN ‘S¥YDER

CPT, AQC

Asst AQ

-

12




UNLLASSLE LED
Sccurity Classification

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R&D

1. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Corporete suthor)

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

(Security classilication of title, body of abstract and indexing annotation must be anterod whon the ovarall report ia ¢lasalfied) Y
28, REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Confidential

2b. GROUP

4

3. REPORT TITLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Battalionm, 30th Artillery )

4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of report and inclusive dates)

8. AUTHOR(S) (First name, middle inltial, lest neme)

CO, Ist Battalion, 30th Artillery

, 1 Aug - 31 Oct 1967

S e
6. REPORT DATE

5 November 1967.

74,

TOTAL NO. OF PAGKS

13

7. NO. OF REFS

88. CONTRACT OR GRANT NO.

¢ b PROJECT NO.

N/A

d.

ORIGINATON'S REPORT NUMBER{S)

674195

obd.

OTHER REPORT NO(S) (Any other numbers thet may be sssigned

this report)

10. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT

=i

1. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

N/A

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 -

SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

———
13. ABSTRACT

/8

DD /oV..1473

. T

,UNCLASSIFIED

Security Classificalion




