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FIDENTIAL 

13 February 1968 

SUBJECT:     Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters,   1st 
Battalion,  30th Artillery,  Period Ending 31 October 1967(U) 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1, Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation by 
USACDC in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC In 
accordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19.    Evaluations and cor- 
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR 0T within 90 days of re- 
ceipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure 
appropriate benefits In the future from Lessons Learned during current 
operations, and may be adapted for use In developing training material* 
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JJSPAPrHMf OP THE bJMl 
HBADQU/ATEui. i'ST ^iCTALlOK 5031 ARTTLLEüCf 

• APO 5623ft 

iSTGt^B-C 5 November 196? 

SüBJECTi    Operational Report for Quarrterly Period Ending ?1 October 3.967 

TO 1 See Distributlcr 

81ICTICK I (C)    BT.GNXPICiUT ORPA^IZATTWI CR T7NIT ACTTVITI*». 

1»   (C)    (Jener fll« 

a»   The 1st Battalion; 350th Artillery continued to Bnpport ?ree Vorld 
Hilitaty Assistance Porces in the I and II Corps TacWosl Zones in the Republio 
of Vietnam during the period 1 August 1967 to V* October 1967, 

b»    The battalion, with its three organic firing batteries end battery C 
6th Battalion, 16th Artillery attached, was under operational control of the Ist 
Air Cavalry Division for most of the reporting period.   Battery G, 6th Bf-.ttalion, 
16th Artillery departed from the PIüRSHIXG AC on 16 September 196? and vas placed 
under operational control of the 6th Battalion, 52nd Artillery.    The batteiy was 
further assigned the mission of reinforcing the 3:^ Battalion, 519th Artillery in 
support of the 175d Airborne Brigade in Operation BOLLING.    Operational controj. of 
the 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery reverted to the 41st Artillery Group on 30 Sep- 
tember I967 with the mission of reinforcing the Ist Air Cavalry Division Artllleiy« 
Battery A, let Battalion, 30th Artillery departed fron the PEH5HING Area of Oper- 
ation (AO) on 17 October 1967 and was placed under operational control of the Am- 
erical Division,   The unit was further placed under operational control of the 
1st Battalion, 2l3t Artillery in support of the 5d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Div- 
ision.    The battalion expended 112^97 rou-ids and received credit for 55 NYA/VC 
oonfirned V.K*a (hiring the past these months« 

c.   Throughout the perio^ the battalion continued its additional mission 
of providing the fire support coordination center for the ^Z English-Dog complex. 

d,    The battalion received five Field Artillery Digital Automatic C< 
puters (FADAC) on 12 August 1967 and becatne one of the first units in the H Corps 

- Tactical Zone to employ this equipment for computation of firing data»    The PADAC 
equipment has been used to compute 6473 of the 9778 missions fired from 14 August 
thru ?1 October.    A complete manual and graphical capability was retained and 
exercised. 

2.    (C)   Intelligence.   Daily liaison visits were made to tbe following agen- 
cies in this area for the purpose of gaining intelligence, coordinating observa- 
tion, and reporting results of surveil3.ancej 

a.   let Air Cavalry Division Artillery, 
FOR. OT RD 
67^193 '• 

Group 4 n 
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SUBJECTi   Operational Report for Quarterly Po-iod Ending 51 Ootobeur ]967 

b«    let Air Cavalry Division 0-2, 

o*    22nd ARITI Division. 

*.    40^ KSm Reginent. 

3.    (C)    Oporation and Training Activities. 

a.   General.    The 1st Battalion, 50th Artillery and attached unit» con- 
ducted tactical operations in svppcrfc of Free World Military Assistance Forces 
during the entire period. 

b»   Headquarters Pattery«    The battery remained at LZ Eaglish (Ec!884007) 
throughout the reporting pericüTr 

c. Service Battery» Service Battery supported the ^rvttalicn frou Oanp 
Townes (BR972252;. A forward supply acd a^rruaf tier eltnont wa-* DaiiitaineJ ai Li 
English (BS334007). 

d #   Batterjr_A. 

^(l)   Battery A was Inc^t^ a-f- 11 Sandra (ESBOO??!)   lurii-g Augu.^b and 
Septeober 1957 and provided general support reinforcing fires "-o the lai Eatbal.ipn. 
fist Artillery, and  the 2nd Battalion, IJth Artillery, 

(2) With the beginning of the nonscon searon, IZ Sandra, vhicji io 
located on a nount&Lrjcnaplateau (Si 710 raters) ov?'.r].ookip-g the An Lao Valley, 
became difficult to resupply becav.se of poor visibility aid neavy rains.    On 7 
October 1967» Battery A heli-lifted from LZ Sondra to LZ English (BP8e400f>) with 
a mission of general support reinforcing the ^st BattsJica, 77th Artillery»   The 
battery deployed by roar! to LZ Crystal (ER3?266l) on 8 October 1967 and retained 
the sane mission. 

(3) The battery displaced by vehicle to Qui Nhon on 16 October 1967 
and embarked aboard an LST which departed for Chu Lei on 17 October 1967»   The 
unit debarked on 18 October and marched by road to LZ Baldy (BT135452) the seoe 
dayt   On 19 October, Battery A was hsli-lifted fron LZ Baldy to their present lo- 
cation at LZ Ross (BT026342) where they are undor the operational control of the 
let Battalion, 2l8t. Artillery. 

(4) 2his unit expended 28^4^ rounds and received credit for 24»5 
confiraed NVA/Vc KIij.:3 duri-ig th^ reporting pericJ. 

e.   Batte52JB. 

(1)   Patter^' B ho.U-lifted fron LZ Crystal (BR99ft66l) to Ba To (M 
558326) on 2 AiiTast 1567,    Tho unJ.t establiehtd the initial firo bass in the I 
Corps Tactical Hone during the 1st Mr Cavalry Dii'ision's expansion to the north. 
The battery remained in the I CTZ presiding reinforcing fires to the 1st Battalion« 
21st Artillery until 27 August 1957*    The battery's amunition and supply sections 
remained at LZ Kontezuna (BS813^ü^) whore rations, emunition, and supplies wore 
provided by Task Force Oregon and heli-lifted to the battery position.   On 27 
August 1967, Battery B redeployed into the II Corps Tactical Zone by helicopter 
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with the 3d Brigade, let Air Cavalry Division in a succeasful effort to inortMt 
the security on the Bong Son Plain in preparation for the national eleotions la 
September.   On 1 September 1967» Battery B expended 1058 rounds in ft 12 hour period 
to interdict the deploynent of NVA/VC forces prior to eleotions and support naneuv~ 
er forces in contact«   The battery was located at LZ English (BS88OO06) in ft gen- 
eral support reinforcing role to the 1st Battalion* 77th Artillery until 17 flep- 
tenber 1967. 

(3)    The unit nitrched by vehicle to LZ Olli.e (^912840) or 17 Sep- 
tember 1967 whsre it remained for the reat of the period with the same tactical 
mission«   yron 1 August 1967 to jl October 1967» Battery B expsndod 50;559 rounds 
and received credit for 12.75 oonfimed NVA/vC KIA:3« 

f. Battery C. 

(1) Battery C remained at L3 Laranie (BS790945) for the entire repor- 
ting period and provided general support rolnforcirg fires to ^he 1st Battalion» 
21st jtrtillery and the 2nd Battalion, 19t:i ^-tillexy, 

(2) Battery G provided the mainstay of fire support for maneuver ele- 
ments operating ia<theAAa Leo Valley*   The unit expsr.ded 34>400 rounds and received 
credit for 18cX)8 confirmed NVA/VC KEA^. 

g. Battery C» 6th ^nj.lGth /»rtille^« 

(1) Battery C began the period providing general support reinforcing 
the firos of the 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery fron LZ Ollie (BR912848).   The bat- 
tery contributed significantly to the security of the Ben Tra^-O Lske area, Cey 
Giep Mountain area and southern Bong Son Plains.   The battery expended 1212 rounds 
in a 24 hour period on 5 September 1967 when supported maneuver units were in 
heavy oohtact. 

(2) Battery C started a road march south for Tuy Hoa on 17 September 
1967.    On the same day the battery bonrded an LST at tyd Nhcn and on 18 September 
proceertod to Vung Ro Bay«   The battery debarked and marched by road to ?.?iu Hiep 
on 19 SepteDber 1967 and was immediately heli-lifted to LZ Basin (BQ954^03) to 
reinforce the fires of the ^d Battalion, 519th Artillery supporting the 173d Air- 
borne Brigade in Operation BOLLüTG.   On 2? September 19^7, the battery heli-lifted 
to LZ Peak (BCj985584)ji where it has renained until the present. 

(3) During Operation EOLLING. the battery was under operational 
control of the 6th Battalion.-  52nd Artillery8   Prom 1 August 1967 to 51 October 
1967, Battery C exijended 19,34.2 rounds and received credit for no confirmed KVA^TC 
KIA's« 

4«    (C) Logistics. 

a.    Tho üofastlra"'. rapport provided ty Service Battery, 1st Battalion» 
50tii 4i\rt:Lllory was geared to aerial resupply dvring the first two mrnths of the 
period-    It was neoeaaary in Ausust. to support all three organic batteries by air 
fron two different supply poi'iti..    Supplies vera drairm primarily from the forward 
sv.pport elemcait of the 1st Air ÜavaJ.xy Dirisiai» a 1st Logistical Oomand for^'ard 
task force located at LZ English, and fron t'-.9 Qui ÜSfhcr. depot#    The battalion 
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was required to draw and air lift 4753«? tons of supplies to batteries located la 
helicopter supported landing zones during this reporting period. 

b.   Hot noon neals were prepared in the battery positions fron B and C 
rations, supplemented by snail anoun-s of A rations delivered on a daily basis. 
The evening ncal was prepared fron A rations at the battalion base area and hell- 
lifted to the batteries in insulated containers along with ingredients to prepare 
an k ration breakfast« 

5.   (3)   Civil Affairs.    The battalion oontinned with its JDiSDCAP II Program 
in the Qui Nhon and Bong Son areas during the period and treated approzlcuvtely 2300 
Tietnanese patients.    In Septenber, the battalion Initiated a progran of providing 
BagLiah XAngunge instruction to the Trinh Vuong Catholic school in Qui Nhon.    A 
progran to provide nodical and sanitation assistance and area inprovenent to the 
Go Thi Orphanage in Qui Nhon was started in October. 

6»   (C)   Personnel. 

a» Personnel losses and gains frcn 1 August 196? to 31 October 1967 are 
88 followsi 

TOTAL 

OFFICERS 

LOSSES G/UUül 

yjur - 2 MAJ - 1 

CPT - 10 CPT - 8 

LT - 9 LT - 13 

WD - 2 V/0 - 2 
25 ^4 

ENLISTED 

LOSSES GAINS 

BY - B9 - 6 B7 - B9 - 9 

EL - E6 - JL4i 
1S2 

El - B6 - 61 
70 

b.   Awards and Dec ora+Jons.   T] 

TOTAL 

approved during the period 1 

(1) Soldier'a Mod«! JL't 

(2) Bronze Star with "V" Device - 1 

(3) 3ror.ze Star - 1? 
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(4) Air Medal - 10 

(5) Amy Connendation Medal with "V" Device - 1 

(6) Amy Connendation Medal - 17 

(7) Purple Heart - 3 

SECTION II (C)    CQMMASDBR'S OBSERVATIONS iJTO RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) 

1 •   Fire Direction Proficiency• 

a«    Item   Maintaining proficiency in nanu&j. oocpntation of firing data* 

b«   Diacussiont   When the FADAC. is adopted as a prlnary neans of conput- 
ing firing data it is necessary to institute a training progran which will maintain 
a manual proficiency In the battalion and batteiy fire direction centers«   Moöhan- 
ical failures cause excessive delay in firing when current registration data, 
deflection correction scales, meteorological correction, and other items required 
for graphical and computational solutions are not kept current.   It i3 imperative 
that FDC personnel retain manual proficiency and the ability to revert to manual 
computation without delay. 

o.    Observations 1    At least 25 percent of all missions should be computed 
manually in a time frame which overlaps shifts in both the battalion and the bat- 
tery fire direction centers.    GFT's and defensive targets must be updated with sub- 
sequent meteorological data to insure accuracy and speed in the delivery of fires 
in the event of FADAC breakdown. 

2,    Maintenance of FATUC. 

a•    Item:   PADAC repair parts. 

b,    Discussiont    When the FAD AC was introduced, repair parts were not 
available from the battalion's PLL or the direct support unit's ÜSL and back-up 
stockage.    Long delays have been encountered waiting for needed parts.   Ths deaJi 
line rate could have been greatly reduced if the authorized parts had been on 
hand. Pra-positioning of parts at the major support connand in Vietnam would have 
substantially reduced the problem.    Parts lists, back-up parts, and PLL's should 
be released to the direct support unit upon distribution of a new major item of 
equipment.    The direct support maintenance unit can distribute the PLL to the using 
unit.    The PLL should be based on initial stockage with additions based on demand 
data created during tropical tooting or usage. 

e.   Obeervationst    Lack of repair parts hinders the aoconplishnent of a 
mission using newly-introduced equipment.   Positioning of complete PLL'a and 
direct support maintenance parts would gceatly £lc±litate the introduction of new 
equipment. ^ 

1 
^O^Jf/dg/oV/giL 
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»• ÜSa» Plrin« with low visibility. 

b. Discussioni Situations have been encountered in which low visibility 
has eonpletely obscured aiming posts with lighting devices and has nade oollinators 
difficult to see. Conditions of this type nake laying the battery nearly inpos- 
sible using conventional neans. By establishing a survey point with control for 
direction in each gun pit, the howitzers can be laid and safety checked during the 
most severe weather. 

c. Observations! Poor visibility caused by clouds obscuring hill top 
fire bases has occasionally threatened our ability to lay the battery. The pro- 
posed nethod is much slower than conventional means but it provides for accurate 
firing under almost any circumstances. 

4* Trail pits. 

a»   Item«   Expedient reinforced trail pits. 

b. Discueaioni    Loose soil and heavy rains cause serious problems of how- 
itser displacement and difficulties in digging out the trails when high charges 
are fired.   The construction of a 6400p( troll pit with the outer wall lined with 
pierced steel planking greatly reduces piece displacement and facilitates shifting 
of trails.   The trail pit is dug two feet deep by two feet wide.    The outside wall 
of the pit is lined with PSPf anchored and reinforced with six-foot engineer 
stakes.   Projectile pallets for 135mm rounds make excellent shoring between the 
trails and the P3P to prevent the trails from hooking on the PSP.   The firing plat- 
form area should be crowned and powder canisters can be installed as a drainage 
system for the trail pit»    Ebcperience has shown that upwards of twenty-five charge 
7 rounds can be fired with as little as one mil displacement using the reinforced 
trail pit. 

c. Observations t   When soft earth and muddy conditions eiiist, this 
system will provide adequate shoring to prevent displacement and greatly aid in 
shifting trails. 

SECTION II (C)    CaMMAOTHR'S OBSERVATIONS AND REDOMMEND.iTlONS 

Part II- Commander's Recomnendationa. 

1. (U)    Maintaining proficiency. 

a. Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) raintalning 
proficiency in manual computation of firing* data. 

b. I reconnend this procedure to insure that fire direction personnel 
remain proficient in manual conputations of firing data, 

2. (U)    FADAC repair parts, 

a.   Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) FADAC repair parts. 
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b,   I rooomend that sufficient repair parts be Issued along with any 
new items of equlpaent or that they be nade available In the area of deploynent* 

3.    (U)   Firing, 

a« Reference Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned) firing with low 
visibility. 

b, I recoomend this procedure to Insure accurate and rapid laying of a 
battery during periods of United visiblity. 

4« (U) Expedient reinforced trail pits« 

a* Reference fart It Observations (Lessons Leurnod) expedient reinforced 
trail pits* 

b* I reoomend this system of reinforcing trail pits as it facilitates 
shifting of trails and prevents unaccpetable piece displacement. 

,1 
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(RC9CSPOR-65) (U) 

mmp&XtmS, 418T ARTILLBRY QROOP» AfO 9€3^8^ 11 »«ranter 1^7 

to»    Co«nandlng General, I field Force.   Vietnam Artm«ry,  APO 56550 

1. (U) Tbts attttached Ofrerattional Report from Ist Bn, 30ti» Arty is 
and ffaanwurtWi wttth ttlkt following comentst 

a. Tk* UIC for the organisation is WA2L. 

b. The number of unit days engaged in training, xacwwamtt »ufl 
ofcrattions was 19., 6 , and 67 respectively. 

c. leference Section II, Part I, para 2-: follaw Tup Indicates that 
deipott stocks of FADAC repair parts are in c«*mtx^ wA pFrogrannwä for release 
to Qui Nhon Depot in tibe near futuare. 

2. (ü) Regraded unclassified when separated from cl««ttfi«4 docuaant. 

- / '       r rl 
A.V.  ARI^I.B JR. 
Colonel, Artillcij 
Comaidnding 

I 

CONFIOENTMl 
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(Ist Bn, 30th Arty)    (U) 

Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artilleiy, APO   96350, 27 November 196? 

TO;      Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN:   AVFA-GC-OT, APO   96350 

1, Concur in the observations and recommendations contained in basic 
communication and previous indorsement, 

2, Reference:    Section II, Part II, paragraph 1, page 6,    It is re- 
cognized fire direction center personnel must be trained efficiently in both 
FAD/LC and manual fire direction computations.   The percentage of missions 
computed manually should be -dotermined by: 

a* The unit coimnander, 

b. Type of mission being conducted, 

c. Type of target to be engaged, 

d. Accuracy of fire request, 

e. The tactical situation, 

3, Reference:    Section II, Part II, paragraph 2, page 6.   FAIÄC equip- 
ment vias introduced in country by a contact team and not througn normal logisw 
tical channels.   Such init-al issuei are accompanied nonnally by a lack of repair 
parts in the supply system.    Concur with the recommendation, 

A,   Reference:    Section II, Part II, paragraph 3, page 7.   Nonconcur, 
This procedure is impractical and does not establish sound artillery principles. 
The infinity collimator can be pesitioned between 12 and AÖ feet from the weapons. 
The recommended procedure would require an aiming point -closer than 12 feet  • 
thereby reducing ttje accuracy required, 

5,   Reference:    Section II, Part II, paragraph 4, page 7.   This in- 
foimation will be disseminated in a future I FFORCEV Arty Newsletter, 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

1  A 

K'th&w /v#tw> 
DONALD L, BURTON 
MAJ, Arty 
Adjutant 
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AVEMJC-OT (5 Nov 67) 5d Ind 
SUBJECT«    Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending 

31 October 1967   HCS CSFOR-65   ÜIC WA2L   Ist Bn, 50th iarty   (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  1 FIELD FORCE VIETNAM,    APO    96550 1 3 DEC 1967 

TOt    Commanding General, united States Army Vietnam,   ATTNl    AVHGC-DST, 
APO   96575 

This headquarters has reviewed the 1st Battalion« 50th Artillery 
Operational Report • Lessons Learned for the Quarterly Period Ending 51 
October 196? and concurs with the obserrations and recommendations of 
the basic document as modified by the previous indorsements* 

FOR TUE CQMMANDBU 

JAMES P. GASTON 
Captiiin, AGC 

Asjijt:i;j: Adjutant General 

10 
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AVKc*:-l^T (S Nov ü7) i,t.h Ind (C) 
SUöJStTT:    Operational Koport, for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967 

HisJUUJARTARS. imttU 5TATKS AKMY ViKTNAM, Al'U San Francisco   96375     27DEC WW 

TO:    CoBanander in Chief,  United States Army, Pacific,    ATTN:    GPOP-DT, 
APü   9o!>5ö 

1, (U)    This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters,  1st Battalion, 
»th Artillery IA2LA) as indorsed. 

2, (C)    Pertinent conunent follows:      Reference item concerning FADAC repair 
parts» page 5, paragraph 2; and page 6, paragraph 2:    Concur,    The following 
actions are being taken: 

a. Coordination is being effected with WECOM and the Automatic Data 
Field Systems Comraand to ensure that repair parts for both organizational and sup- 
port naintenance are issued to the using and support units prior to issue of the 
end item. 

b. The FADAC Assistance Team, Pacific, is being informed of the repair 
parts problem.    They are being requested to assist the unit, 

3, (U)    A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit 
through channels. 

FOR Thci CC&MANDüR: 

C. S. NAKATSÜKASA 
Captain, AGC 
Assistant Adjutant General 

Copies furn: 
HQ,  1st Bn, 30th Arty 
H',,  1st FFORUEV 

DovmgntAti at 8 year Intervals 
Deebusified after 12 year» 
DOD DIR 5200.10 
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/ 

GP0P-DT(5 Nov 67) 5th Ind (Ü) 
SUBJECT:    Operation«! Report for th« Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 

1967 from HQ,  lat Bn, 30th Arty (UIC: WA2LAA)  (RCS CSFOR-65) 

HQ, US AWff, PACIFIC, APO San Franclaco 96358        1 8 JAN 1968 

TO:    Aaalatant Chief of Staff for Force Oevelopoent, Departoant of the 
Army, Waahlngton, D.  C.  20310 

This headquarters haa evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indorseoents and concura In the report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IM CHIEF: 

HZAVRIH <««n>SK 
CPT,  AOC 
Aast AO 
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unUittasififtL). 
Security Clnssificntion -ll DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA -R&D 

(Seeurlly rlmulllemtlon ol tlllm, body of »biltmcl »nd Indexing »nnolnllon munt be tnlrrod when Iho ovorall report IB tlo»»lll»d) y. I.   OnlCINATINO  ACTIVITY fCoiporal« «ufftor) 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C.  2Ö310 

2«. REPORT tCCURITV   C UAItlFIC A TION 

Confidential 
tb. OROUP 

S. REPORT TITLE 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery  f 

4. OKtCRIRTIVK NOTKt (typo ol ropott and Hteltulve dal*«; 

Experiences of unit engayed in counterinaurgencv operations. 1 Au8 ' 31 0ct engaged 
nllloT, Imel na 8- AUTHORltlfPlratnama, mlddl« Inlllml, laafnama) 

CO, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery 

• .   REPORT DATE 

5 November 1967 
7a.   TOTAL NO.  OP PAOEi 

13 
7b. NO. OF REPS 

•a. CONTRACT ON ORANT NO. 

b. PROJECT NO. 

N/A 

10.  OIETRIBUTION tTATEMENT 

*a.   ORiaiNATOR't REPORT NUMBEROI 

674195 

OTHER REPORT NOltl (Any other numbere Uiml mmy be meelfied 
thle report) 

II.  tWPPLCMENTARV NOTE* 

N/A 

12    SPONSORING MILITARY  ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington,  D.C.   20310 

I».   ABSTRACT 

/s 

DD ,'r..1473 UNCLASSIFIED 
Smirilv Plo^Kifinilion 


