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HMWADQUTA 3D BRIGAD
9th Infantry Division

APO San Francisco 96170

AVDE-CO 21 April 1967
SUDBJLCT: Combat Operations After Action Report (Battle of Doi Mm Creek) (U)

TO Ommanding eneral
9th IhaAry Division
ATTM: kVE-
APO San Fran•esco 963?0

L. (U) Ibte of Oueration: 9 - 11 April 1967

2. (U) Location: Each Kien District, long An Provirce

3. (U) Comnrd Headguarters: 3d Brigade, 9th In!mtry Division

4. (U) Rggrting Officer: Colonel Cý,Lrles P. Murray, Commanding
Officer, 3d Brigade, 9th Infant.y Division.

5. (C) Task Orxanization: Shown below is the task o sganization during
the oneration:

2/60 In TF 3/39 I TF 5/60 ._ (M)
Plat C, 15 Engr 3/39 In! 5/60 Inf (M W-)
1/4/50 (ARVN) 2/10 Cav (ARYN) 0 3/60 In!

Co 1/V46 In (AWVN) Plat C 15 AW

3/60 Inf Bde Control
3/60 In (-) 2/4 Arty

C 15 (-)

6. (c) Suporting Forces:

a. 2/4 Artillery Battalion: Employed in direct support role.

b. 9th Division Aviation Battalion and the 145th Aviation
Battalion provided the assault aircraft and the armed helicopters in direct
support of the brigade.

c. 7th Air DI.vision, USAF, flew 35 sorties in support of tbe
operation drvpimng 57,000 pounds of explosives, 12,000 pounds of napalm and
firing 24 pous of air to ground rockets.

7. (C) Intelligence: The operation was a sportaneous reaction follow-
ing the discovery of a VC element by a preplanned air strike and confirmed
by agent reports. The VC element was later identified as a battalion size
force consisting of a reinforced company of the 50'uth VC Bn, 315ti' Local
Force Company, and local guerilln tcr'Rs.

8. (U) Mis3ion: The 3d Brigade attacked (See Overlay) to locate and
destroy the enea7 in the objective area and capture or destroy all enen7
equipment and supplies located therein.

9. (C) Concept- of the Operation: 'the operation was spontaneous and
directed by the Brigade Co(mmnder as the tactical situation dictated.

10. (C) Execution:

a. On 9 April the 3d Brigade had scheduled one battalion end two
company size airmobile assaults. This plan was cancellod when heavy activity
wnr -7eported in the area of an airstrike conducted in response to an agent
reprt.
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AVO-&C0 21 April 1967
SUBJ1CT: Combat Operation After Actibn Report (Battle of Dol Ma Creek) (U)

b. The following looses were 1inflicted on the enoW during the
three day operation:

(1) 247 VC MA (BC),

( One wounded POW,,

c. The following US losses were sustained during the operatio:

(1) Five KW,

(2) One DOW

(3) 31 'LM -.' v, at the rid station and returned to

duty).

12. (C) Coammnders Lmatyvist This operation, more than any other,
prnves ihe immediate reaction k-apability of the brigadee. Whenever an opei,-
otvin of this magnitude con- be generated and supported with virtually no tim
to plan, it reflects great ability and initiative on every member of the
corrand. When comparing the losses suctained by the 3d Brigale in comparison
with those inflicted on the enoi*, the overwhelin•g fire power of a well
trained and disciplined unit is demonstratod beyond any doubt.

13. (C) Lessons Laarned:

a. The brigale must maintain the flexibility.to divert planned
operations against lucrative targets produced by hard intelligence.

b. Upon iinitiation of an unscheduled operation, plans mat be
formulated as maneuver elements are being conrmtted to the objective area.

c. Fire support, reinforcement and extraction contingency planning
must parallel operational planning to react to unforeseen situati. ons emerging
from vague, incomplete and inpreaise intelligence.

d. Division and higher headquarters apst be alert to shift resources
from unremunerative operations to one that appears tQ •e"er lucrative results,
whether the battle be a planned operation. or not.

e. Units must relentlessly pursue a fleeing enemy with the aid of
air, artilleryi and gunsaips. Spooky flare ships are invalugable in this
endeavor to illuninatq the .rea at night when the VC at.erpt to slip away.

f. Air Power and artillery are most effective when ground premsure
has pLaced-a fleeing rerey in open terrain. A&ditionally, air power should
be available, one striJke following another, to prevent the enerV from taking
c'v.ar or escaping.

g. The VC fear IXC Is, their. firpower and nobility. The use of A1C Is
has been invaluable in the area uZ operations of Long An Province, particu-
larly ae-a coiplem-ent to air lifted f£rces.

h. The brigade has an inacdequate number of trained personnel and
insufficient storag,3 capability to properly refuel airmobile companies. Lack
o2 refueling resources at Tan An airstrip delay-'- n-irlifts, in one case, from
the 2nd to the 3rd day of,the operation, This meant that blocking forces to
fll g4po were not plane 'n position when desired and may have pernittod
ewWl forces to sldp out. ,ae Ten An airstrip should be equipped, as a n•lixi-
run, with 10 each 10,000 gallon iubber fuel tanks with 5 miniport systers
alLowLng 20 refueling points and 1 each 5,000 gallon tank truck for tr,'nsfering
fuel from reserve tanks to operational tire-s.

C' 1ý~~~- IO v r
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AVM-BCO April 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (Battle of Doi Ma Creek) (U)

b. B/3-39 If was airlifted into an I2 (XS685694) at .1)0 hours.
C/3-39 Inf was airlifted into an LZ (XS685694) at 1220 hours. Both compn-ies
encountered heavy SA and AW fire upon entering their landing zone.. M,1l-
taneous with the first airlift 2-10 Car (ARM) oved west from their base
blocking pobition vii XS 6996904 C/3-39 Inf fought their way to objectives
vic XS 699690 and 13 695691 and established blocking positlons. Recon/3-39
Inf was airlifted to vic XS 696611p swept objectives Ao XS 69c -nd XS
600695 and established a blocking position in the southurn port l on of the &0
vie XS 695680. The western portion of the objective was bloced by B/2-60
Inf from ,ic XS 665679. At approximateiy 1600 the brigade RRP, C/2-60 rnf,
was airlifted into an 1Z vic M 713690 and moved along the south bank of the
river and established a blocking position. The encirclement was completed
when C/3-60 Inf was airlifted to an IZ vic XS 687713 and novea to a blocking
position on the northern portion of the AO vie XS 686705.

c. During the evening hours of 9 April numerous engagements occurred
as the VC tried to break out of the encirclement. The entire objective was
effectively illuminated throughout the night by Spooky flare ship sorties.
TF Hq 5-60 Inf (M) and B/5-60 Inf (N) were moved from Binh Phuoc to Rach Kien
arriving at 2020 hours. At nddnight B/5-60 Inf (M) was -ouvitted to fil' a
gap vic XS 692704 between C/3-60 Inf and 2-10 Cav (,RVN', At this point all
forces north of the river were placed under OPCON TF 5-60 Inf (M). B first
light enemy contacts had been reduced to sporadic fire fights.

d. Based on the probability that some VC had succeeded in estaping
to the west of zhe objective, th• brigade conrynder ordered TF Hq 5-60 (M)
with B/5-60 Inf (N) and 0/3-60 Inf Lto 1,0 Strike vic XS 660707 amd IM 670
698 at 0730 hours on 10 April. C/3-60 Inf was 'eavily engaged upon qntering
this area and as they swept to v±c XS 6606a7. B/ •-39 Inf was airlifted from
its blocking position to vic XS 663701 to reinforce TF 5-60 Inf (M). From
tha 12 B/3-39 Inf and B/5-60 Inf (M) were heavily engaged as they swept south
to vic C/3-60 Inf.

e. At this point it become obvious tha'; the VC had noved west frcm
the area of the initial engagewmnt. TF 3-39 Int with C/2-60 Inf, C/3-39 In
and 2-10 Cav (IJAVN) began sweeping to the east toward Rach Kien.

f. During the early afternoon of 10 April, the brigade commander
request additional forces to preclule further enemy movement to the north-

east. 3-60 Inf (-) was moved by convoy from Dong Tam (PIJLZ BELCH) to the
Tan An airstrip. At 17/40 hours A/3-60 inf was airlifted to vl.-ý IS 663729
and B/3-60 Inf into vic XS 634729 at 1802 hours. Upon landing, both companies
initiated a sweeping operation to the south, which continued into the night
of the 10th toward blocking positions occupied by TF 5-60 Inf (M).

g. A platoon size stay behind patrol fron A/3-39 Ird was inserted
in the original arca of operations vic XS 604688 on 10 April. At 20W0 hours
the patrol was haavily engaged by SA and AW fire from thuir south. A Spooky
flare ship illuminated the area as artillery fire was called in on the suspect-
ed VC position. In odrlition, C/3-39 inf and 2-10 Cv (ARVN) displaced from
Rach Kien to reinforce the patrol. 'Towever,the eoemy broke contact prior to
arrival of tht! reinforcement.

h. On the morning of 11 April, A/2-60 LIf and V/, -50 I-f (ARVN) were
airlifted to blocking positions vie XS 644692 anm XS A•667.

i. By early afternoon on the llth, contact with the ene;iir was broken
and conycdtted eleiwants wore returned to their resmective base areas. Results
of the operation were 247 VC KIA (BC).

11. (C) Results-

a. The 3d Briga 'e, 9th Infantry Division, was highly successful in
its operations against the 506th VC BP.
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AVM-BCO 21 April 1967
S6UJSCT: Covbat Operation After Action Reprt (Battle of tbi No Creek) (U)

1. Dustoff aircraft are often not aveiable beaie of transmission
tangeo. Use of ordinary slicks decreases airlift and reupply capability for
engaged forces and does not provide 6ptila iefficiehcy in medefao operations.
rustoff aircraft must be always responsive. To effect thie, dustoffs ,ent be
located at Tan An airstrip. (A" 'biga-le clearingl 003pital is at Tan An).

J. R i t not been for the airmobile compny being ierdiately
availabl.e, albe' -'r another planned operation, this golden opportuiity based
rtx, hard intelligcncc, would have been lost. All mwJpr successes to dat have
been the result of ambushes and imadiate air lifts in response to tery recent
intelligence rep_ -s, Preplarned operations involving large air lifts into a
known VC way station have not pr6duced fruIi~ul xesultse for the eneq has
invariably moved.

k. 'The operation can proceed swiftly when few, if a-W, casualties
are taken at the onset. When casualties are taken, the tendency of snal.3
nnits is to stop forward progress, to terr~nate eipW contact, and to get

the woundod "DUSTED OFF" before proceeding. 'urthcw, when i Wi1 success is
attained, there is a great psychological reaction that creates a drive to
conti•ue the pursuit of thd ener.

1. Aerial surveillance of the area of the initial strike was
invaluable in idontifying the VC force which hvl; been located and which
prec .LPit4tVdthe operation.

/5/ CMARL P. MURRAy
1 Inl CHALt. P. !MURAY

Ovwaray of AO Colonel, Infantry
Corrmnding
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