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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS, 3D BRIGAIE TASK FORGE
25th Infantyy Division
9 APO San Frangisco 96355

AVDO= (0P 10 August 1967
SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quayterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS=BFR-65) (U)e

TOz See Distribution

SECTION I (C) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

1. (C) OCENERALs During the reporting period 1 May to 31 July 1967, ;
the 3d Brigads TF, 25th Infantry Division purticipated in Operation Baker 1
for a total of 92 consecutive dsys in combate The 3d Brigade TF, 25th '
Infantry Mviaion has participated in L48 days of consecutivedays in oome
bat as of 31 July 1967,

ae Mission: The Brigade mission in Operation Baker wag to as=
suma. regponsibility within the DUC PHO TAOR, fort

(1) Offensive and dafensive operations desigmed to locate
and destroy NVA, Main Force, Iocal Foroe, and Guerrills units &8 well as
Viet Cong Infrastructure.

(2) Support of Revolntiona;fy‘ Development, .

(3) Counter infiltration operstions in the coastal sreas
within the TA(R.

. (h) Conduct of psychological operations in support of tao- ;
tinal oparationg and rewwlntionary development, | !

(5) Conduct of offepsive and rveconmpissence operatiors vithin
the TADR, coordinating as approprdate with G 2d ARVN Division,

(6) Conduct of offensive operations outside of DUC FHO TAGR,
as directed or approved by O3 TASK FORCE OREGON,

(7) Participating in the defense of other US and GVN criti-
cal installations as directed by CG TASK FCRCE CREGON,

(8) As directed by CG TASK FORCE OREGON and in coordination
with appropricte GVN Provincial and District Authorities, assist in the
training of and render support to GVN Regional and Popular Foroeg. !

Downgraded a8 § year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years

FOR aT RD F; ’Q CﬂNFlDENTlAl - DOD DIR 5200.10
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SURJROT opg.gﬁm Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 31 Sy 1967

(9) Be prepared on a quick reaction basis when directed |
(Raca5273, GLi OO (BS379270), TRA BONG. (BS3US865), Ak Torme (s3%6€708) '
2)y HA THANH (BS30867
MINH IONG (BSS41525), and KHAM'DUG (20005080). 3D Brigede 1F, 25%h o=
Zantry Division has primary responsibility for BA TO and GIA VUO; secon=
dary reasponsibility for the. latter four canmpse '

(10) Be prepared on' 12 hours notioce to provide cna reinforoced.
infgntyy battelion for employment anywhere in South Vistnam, Be prepared
on an additional 12 ..ours notloe, to deploy the remainder of the 3d Brigade
TFy 25th Infantxy Division anywhere in South Vietname

be Operational area (See inclosure 1)s The area dealgnated for
Operation Baker encompasses the majority of DUC PHO and parts of MO DUC
Ddatriots, Quang Ngai Provinoe, covering an area of approximately 155 aquare
miles

[ 4

T e o e A !

Ce Contxols The 3d Brigade TF, 25th Infantry Divislon was under
the operational contxol of TASK FORCE OREGON throughouts the.reporting periods

‘ de Task Organization: Principal uwnits of the 3d Brigads TF,
25th Infantry Division, with commanders’ names and dates af command and
the major supporting and operational control units are as followsy

Headquarters, 3d Brigads TF, 25th Infantry Divialon
Colonel James G Shanshan (1 May = 24 June 1967)
Colonel George E, Wear (24 Juwe = 31 July 1967)

Deputy Commander 3d Brigade TF,.-25th Infantry Diviaion
LTC Rodney Be.Gilbertson (1 May = 22 June 1967)
ITC John De Wedl (22 June = 31 July 1967)

1st Battalian, .lhth Infantry ,
LTC William He Miller (1 May = 21 July 1967) "
LTC Petexr Po Petxo (21 July -~ 3L July 1967)

, 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry
E MAJ James Ee Moore

2nd Battallon, 35th Infantxy .
LIC Clinton E, Granger (1 May = 14 June 1967)
LTC Noxman Le Tiller Sre (1} June = 31 July 1967)

2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery ,
ITC Bruce Holbxook (1 May = 18 June 1967)
LTC Gerald B, Bobzisn (19 June = 31 July i967)
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C Tyoop, 3d Squadron, Lth Oswalry
maomr.mm(lm 9)&;1961)
OPT Ronald Fenn (9 May = 28 May 196
mmmaa.xnm(aaw-nwmv)

34 Support ‘Battalion (®ROV)
MAJ Robert Re Rutladge.

Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion
OPT Arthur J. Panswe Jre

Loth Infentry Platoon (Soout Dog)
1LT Robert We Thackeray

17Uuth Aviation Company (03) (1 May = 31 July 1967)
C Oo, 2nd 3uth Arwor (attgohed) (1 May - 31 July 1967)
B Troop, 1st Squadron, $th Cavalry (OPOON) (1 May = 28 June 1967)
Prinocipal Staffs
S1
MAJ John D¢ Weil (1 May « 15 June 1967)
MAJ Henri M, Weinberg (15 June =

s2
MAJ Bdgar Egeland

3
MAJ Emd] P, Houben

sh
MAJ John A. Joyce

8!
sw John We Schnieder Jre (1 May - 17 Juns 1967)
CPT Converse Be Smith (17 June - 31 July 1967)

2¢ INTELLIGENCE:
ae Situation Prior to Deployment = DUC PHO and MO DUC had been
under the domination of ultre Nationaliatio Conmunists since the end of

W II, These two distriots had provided the ocommunists with & regular

food source, a seowse area fa resupply operations, irportant operational
bases and many well indootrinated communist lsadera. Volumes of evidenoe

indicate that every phase of daily life was crganised to provide complste

3
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SUBJEOT tional Report fo Period Bn 1
o '&;')‘m epo r Quarterly ding 31 July 1967 )

contxol over all of the psople, Aotive in the area were Communist youth
organisationa, fisherman's associations, woman's sssociations, farmerta )
associstiong, & teacher!s federation, a merchant's association, a Budds
nist association, and others. An extensive communist school and dispane
sary system had been organiszed, Ths oontxol of the people was ao thorough
that the first three months of American Marine operations in the mrea
convinoed only threa enemy to rally to the GVN, Government anthoritles
in DUC PHO District estimated that 80% of the $0,000 peopls of DUC FHO
were commnista or communist sympathisers, Regular enemy foroes in the
viadnity inoluded three battalions of the ssoond VC Regiment, totaling
olose to 2000 men, 3 battaliona of the 22d NVA Regiment with a ocompozite
strength of 1400 men, the 60th Battalion of tha lst VC Regiment with
300 man, the 300th Heavy Weapons Battallon of the 3d NVA Division with
300 men, and several ocompanies of local forces totaling about 300 mene
These forces were augmented by armed gusrrillas in the villagea and hame
~Jote and wows materisily alded by the extensive infraatruoture of the
looal Commmist Government,

be The Firet Phase = 19 Arril = 1 Jupnst The 3d' Brigade TF,
25th Infantry Division, fought a new type of battds upon deployment of
troops in the lowlanda of DUC PHO and MO DUC, Regulas enemy troops were
entyenched in fortified hamlets and were fighting with ths local village
and hamlet guerrillas, It waa evident that the enemy had carefully cones
aldered all of the approaches to the fortified villages and had construoted
mitually supporting bunkers with interoonnecting trenches and concealed
escape routes, The enemy fought well, adjusting his forces to ocounter
US attacks, exercising atrict fire discipline and making maximm use of
ocover and concealment, The Brigads suncessfully ocountered these taotios
and defeated the enemy in a series of flerce babttles by udlliming helim
copter assaulta to surrouwnd a fortified villsge and then employing are
tillery and air strikes to destxoy the enemy in his fortificationse
During this perdod instanoces of ground to air five and antl personnel
and antl tank mining increased as a reaction to US Foroea opening roads
and conduoting extensive search and destroy operatic: 3¢ The ground to
air fire was preplanned and effeotive, however the enemy soon learned
that if he fired at an alroraft US response was always immadiate and
violente The mining incidenta revealsd that the encmy hal several well
trained sagpper teams who were clever and imaginative in the use of iccal
materials to Tabricabe their devioces, Effective sources of taotioal ine -
telligence oconsisted of the inherent recomaissance in forve characterisms 1
tio of search and deatroy operations, asrial reconnaissance fxom patrol~ _ 5
ling helicopters and fixed wing aircraft, and sgent reports from the Disw ' !
triot Operations and Intelligenos Centar, Each was effective, espeoially :
the DDIC agent yeports which provided US Foroea with extremely valusbls
ard ourrent information from which timely operations ocould be preplannsd,
T2 agent repcrts: were not based solely upon professional low lsvel agenta,
Most of the reports came from local people sho had a vested interest in
the Govermment of South Vietnem and a hatred and fear of commniswe

4
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Ge The Second Phase = 2 Juns = 31 Julys In contresd to tiw
oaxrlisr periocd of Operation Baker, the pitched battles with reguls ensmy
soldlers were fought only on the periphery of the axea of cperetion, The
enamy sought to awoid contact and conventrated his efférts on haressing
friendly foroes and interdioting traffic on Highway #l, Dadng 4his pers
404 the mumber of mbie and booly trap inoldents continued to incresss, howe
over instances of ground % alr fire ggainst fixsd wing and rotery type
alraraft began to decreasa, In late June and early July, evidenss indiom=
ted that tio md poselbly three regular batballona had intilicreted into
the area of opsrations nmorth of the Tra Cem River, The btrigade had pitched
battlss with threeditgondmbng\%er :;:‘m battalions
Distriote .he opars basea. for o8 enamy
in the vioinity of BS7052, BS7753, end BSTl, with
tive, Enery activity in the soubthern pext of DUC PHO Distrish vas reduoed
considernblys Soveral sharp eontaots were made during the months of June
and July, however most of the fighting oonsisted of methodically oleaning
up amni\ pockete of VO and NVA hiding 3n tunnels and hedgerows, Almost
723:0 were killed in this meaner, m.mmnwuwam.or.ﬂ-w
g A0

¢

55‘
ey
§af
35
’8

de S\myotmewmnnmlhnqtumntbmanlmenam:

(1) Peraonnel
KIA 14339
cIa 2h9
RET 22h
(2). Wesponas
S 390
cs 20
(3) Other Equipments
(a) Aamos
SA Ammo 13’03,#
81/82mm Morbar xds 312
6Qmm Moxytar xds h
Grenadss 349
Rocket Launcher 7
TNT 199 1w,
250 1b bomb P

(b) Personal Bquipmants

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL 20 1wt 2967
suamm 2;""“" Report for Quarterly Perdod Ending 31 July 1967

Olothing Sete.

Canteens g
Web Gear e
Ponohos 31

(o) Miscs

Magasines
Flashlighta

Ned Equipment
" Radice

(d) Material Destxoyeds

Hut

Rice

Bridges.
Bunkers
Oavea/tunnela
Foxholes
Boata/rafts’
Salt

Grain

(s) Matexial Captureds

Rice 28907 tons
Salt 22,0 tons

3¢ OPERATIONS AND TRAININGS .
as Flanss

1) Dharing Operation Baker, the 3d ads TF had contingency
plans for -tha(u)tuot md reinforoement of CING Ga:fat the following lsoabionsg

(a) h‘.\m'yl

BA 0 = BSS536327,
z GIA VUG = B33772Te

(b} Secondarys
1l MINH IONG -

BAP3SELOy
£ TRA BONG < BS39170he
3 HA THANH « BS39170k,

§

¥

ooo.‘.éggoél% M

é
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SUBJECT: O asl Report rm::l:frsﬁmd Ending 31 .:mw 196' 7
] a oy
mos-osmh(-’gs m

(2) 3d Brigade TF preparec & MONTEZUMA Base Defense Plm
and a plan to upgrade fasilities gt MONTEZWMA in preparstion for the ap=
proaching monsoon S9&moNe

by Oporationss

(1) OGeneral: Ths btrigade oontinued with the missions ase
signed for Operation Baker throughout the reporting period (1 May = 31
July)e The Fimet and Second Bpttaldons, Thirty Fifth Infantry oonducted
search and destroy operations in thoir respective area of responsibility
with attachments from ¢ Troop, 3/L Cav and C 2/34 Armore The contéots in
May were heavy and in some casea werae initisted by an ensmy attacke In
all casoa the enamy foroes were defeated and heavy casuslilss werye ine
f1iotede In June and July the oontacts became smaller am the Briguiets
operationa fawosd the enemy forces to shift their bose of operations ine
%o the hills and break up into small elements, It bescame more and more
4 process of locating and destroying emall pookets of VC and NVA resise
tance, Thas conoept of operations waa to advance over suspected avenues
of enamy movemsnt, methodically searching for ensmy personnal, caches,
and fortificationse The objective was to deny the enemy wse of the ine
habited lowlands of DUC PHO and M0 DUC Distriocts and thereby out him off
from his sourve of food, intelligence, labor, and recruita, In oxder to
aooomplish this it was necessary to have the physical pressnoe of US
troopse The general plan was to have the infantry battalions establish
firve basss with the battallon command post, supporting indirect fire
elemente, and one rifle company and then conduot sweeps and search and
destxoy operations with the other rifle companies, adteched cavalry,
and abtecned armor elements, The Infantry wrs used to find and fix the
enemy, Onos this was accomplished all availabls fie power was trought
% bear on the enemy, Then the infantyy advanced, pethodically searching
and destroying every enemy positdon, ‘

(2) 1st Bat 35th Infantyys Dwurdng the reporting
perdod the 1st Battalion, 35th oonducted search and destroy
ommmmuwmmcrbomdatmon(om
IRAB) BS786368, The battalion had major contacta in fortified willages
on 19 May at NGA MAN and on 22 May @t DIEN TRUONG (h)e In addition
there were many minor ocontacts and
taot' in the mouhtadns on 15 July with a reinfarced NVA platoon, (See
Tnoloswre L)e

2nd

Q) telion, 35th Infantrys During the reporting
period the #nd Battalion, 35th conducted mearch and destroy”
operations in their Jp with the Battalion CP being located at 1Z 1LIZ,
BS75136e The Battalion had three mnjor contaots on 20 May, 21m29
May, and 21 June, (See DIwlosure 5,6)s A detaildsd explanstion of the
techniquea employed during these operaticns ia included in the inalosurese

g

7
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J— CONFIDENTIAL 10 tngust, 1967
SUBJECT: Oporationsl Report far Quartenly Pericd Ending 31 July 1967
(RCI=CSFORGS) (U)

In between thess major contacts the battalion concentrsted on finding
and dostroying the enamy located in tho many spider holes and tunnals
throughout the battalion ares of operaticnse (See Dwloawre 2)e

(4) 2st Battalion, Msth Infantrys During the reporting
perdod the 1st Bettalion, ith Mnfantry wes uider tho operationnl come
frol of the 196th Iight Mfantry Brigades

. 5) Troop Oy 3rd Squadron, Lth Cevalrys From 1 May 1967
to 18 July 1967, C Troop (=) was OPCON to the end Battalion, 35th Ine
fantrye During this period, the Troop conducted scarch and destroy ope
orations around IZ IIZ and east to tho beach areas One platoon was
OPCN %o B Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry for soourdty of IZ2 MONTEZUMA,
with two of its APCts OPCON to the 39th Engineer Battalion, to provide
scourity for engineer work parties along Highway #l. A provisional tank
platoon waa: OPGON to the 1st Battalion, 35th Infentry for search and dope
vy operations along the beach south of I2 GUADALCANAL, From 19 June
‘w0 31 July one APC platoon was OPCON to the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry
for search and destroy operations around 12 ILIZ, The trdop (=) was OPCON
to the 3d Brigade for security & 12 MONTEZUMA and the road from I2 MONTEm
ZWMA to IZ GUADAICANAL, From 3 July 1967 to 31 July 1967 one platoon was
OPCON to the lst Battalion, 35th Infamtry for search and destroy opares -
tlong in the lorthwest corner of the battglion A0,

(6) D Company, 65th Engincer Battalions

(=) l'im%:.mersupporb‘boﬂie infantry bettalions in
the TAMR averaged fiwe (5 line squads per day and congisted mainly ofs

1 Clearing landing zoness

2 Destxuction of enemy caves, tunnels, bunkers,
-ud defensive positionse :

fensive perimeterss 1 ’

4 Mine olsaringe

5 Techniocal assistanoe in constructics of fisld
fortifications,

6 Construstion of taotical bridging,

{v) Bigineer support ab the forwerd base cum (L4
MONTEZUMA ) dncindeds

i -Construstion and msintanance of Brigada foywamd. Beste

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVDC-C-OP 10 Avgust 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3. July 1967
(RCS-GSFOR~65) (U)

i~

Helipad construction and maintenance.
Maintaining a water supply point.
Peneprime disiribution,

Mine clearing.

oo I

Road construction.

(c) Base Defense: D/65th Engineer Battalion assumed
responsibility for the control of the IZ MONTEZUMA Base Defenss upon de-
parture of B/1/9 Cav, 1lst &CD,

(7) 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery: During the period 1 May
1967 through 31 July 1967, the mission of “the 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery
was direct support of the 3d Brigade TF, 25th Infantry Division., Battery
A, was in direct support of the 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry; Battery B,
was in direct support of the lst Battalion, 1f;th Infantty, and Battery
C, was in direct support of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry.

(a) During the reporting period the 2nd Battalion, 9th
Artillery fired the following missions and rounds:

OBSERVED MISSIONS ODSERVED ROUNDS UNODBSLlVED iSSIONS UNOBS.IViD ROUNDS

271 8626 1773 7022

37h 88L41 1254 5335

308 8123 W73 L213
TOTAL 953 254590 4,500 16,570

(b) In addition to the three firing batteries, one
artillery battery and one search-light section were under the operational
‘control (OPCON) of the 2nd Battalion, 9ti Artillery during this period,
These units functioned in an excellant mamner, The firing battery fired
in support of the infantry units in wntact, fired checking fires, ans-
wered jmmediate fire requests and greatly enhanced our extensive harrasse
ment and interdiction (H&I) program. The search-light section assisted
in the defense of the several fire bases in the Brigads Area of Operation
(40), and was also successfully integrated into the H:I program. These
units, and the period that they were under the OPCON of the 2nd Battalion,
9th Artillery area as listed belows

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDC=C=0P : 10 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS=CSFOR=65) (V)

1 Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 320th Artillery
OPCON to 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillety (3 May = S5 May 1967)

2 Five each search-lights from Battery @, 29th
Artillery, OPCON to 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery (12 July - 31 July 1967)e

\(o) 2nd Battalion, 1lth Artilleby supported the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Artillery, in a general support - reinforcing fole during
the period 1 May 1967 through 31'July 1967, This Battalion with the at~
tachment of Battery C, 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery, fired in swyport of

the infantry in contact, fired blocking fires, answered calls for immeciate

fire, and adced great depth and power to the H&I program of the brigade.

6e Aviation: During the quarterly period the Brigade Aviation
Section flew 807 hours, 2018 Sorties, and carried 1587 passengers in the
OH-23 helicopters. The UH~1B!'s flew 204 hours, 475 Sorties, and carried
487 passengers, The totals were: 1011 hours, 2493 Sorties, and 2074
passengers, Two of the OH-23!'s, armed in July to provide a scout
team, were credited with 8 VC KIA end assisted in the capture of three NVA,
Air mobile support was provided to the 3d Brigade TF by the 1l7L4th Aviae
tion Company, lhth Aviation Battalion throughout the reporting period.
174th Aviction flew 7,678 hours, LL,531 Sorties, moved 53,879 troo:s,
carried 3,150 tons of cargo, conducted 101 Combat Assaults, L3 extractions,
accounted for LS VC KIA, and assisted in the capture of 2 VC,

d, Tactical Air Support statistics for the reporting period
were as follows:

FAC Missions Combat Proofs
Reg  Flown Req Flown
MAY 1 173 - U6 76
JUNE 129 85 8s us
JULY 170 123 102 T2
TOTAL: 490 381 333 193

ee Chemical: Riot control agent (CS) and white phosphorous
grenades were employed to the maximum extent to clear tunnels and bunkerse

fo Training: During the reporting period 3d Brigade TF person-
nel graduated from the following schoocls: :

10
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- CONFIDENTIAL
ﬁv?u:;gf Ogoratioml Report for Quarterly Period Endingmjﬁ“u;; llgg;
(RCS-LSFOR-65)  (U)
SCHOOL #_GRADUATED

3d Brigade NCO Preparatory School 163

Lith Diviéion NCO School 6

MACV Recondo School 10

Lth Division Pre Recondo School 7

Lo 1OGISICSs

as QOeneral:t The 3d Support Battalion (PHOV) had primary res-
ponsibility for logistical support to the brigade. The lat Log Command,

Task Force Gallagher, continued to provide general support to the brigade.

The reactivation of a formal supply activity account with the lst log
Comnand greatly 'meuy'ved the requisitioning and receiving procedures for
Class II & IV items,”including repair parts. Class II & IV and main-
tenance support for-elements in the Pleiku Base Camp Continued to be
provided by the Lth Infantry Division.

be Supply:
(1') Class I:

(a) Perishable ard nonperishable items were provided
by FSA under supervision of Task Force Gallagher, 1lst log Command, All
distribution was made to the Brigade Class I yard for scorage and issus,
Ration breck-down for all tenant units in LZ MOWTEZUMA was accomplished
by the 3d Support Battalion (PROV). honperishables were stored in the
open on the ground. No problems were encountered with open storage due
to the dry climate. Perishables were stored in (3) three 1l ton reefor
freezeras.

(v) Class I Statistics:

A Rationss 570,400
C Rationss 275,700
(c) Class II & IV:
1 Depot ships direct to our activity ediress
code through the Brigade Supply Officer, to & Class II & IV storage and
distribution arsa. This was made possitle by the opening of a supply

account enabling all organic, attached and OPCON units to requisition
and drew directly from theBrigads Supply Officer, rather than returning

o 8 e e e CONFIDENTIAL
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10 Angusrt 1967
gmmmn.pertmwmammnmm

2 Initdally, requisitioning prooedures to depot
were 111 defined, Howsver, a workable oourisr system was established hy
Mkmomnghsrwm:nmadpmwtpumdmﬁnﬁombb-
po'hdb@:lﬂhon,wndmnw,md ng range planing amd
donger load times are still required at ;Llevmmotthchnm
-Mppdneﬁmmhmthmmmta.

E ocomplation of the airstrip at DUO FHO on

15 May 1967 greatly d the functioning of the logistical train, lxinging
qﬂdnds:t::wof personnel. replacements, R&R, and mececsary items: of
squipmen

'(d) Class IITs

1 Task Faroe Gallagher pravidsd vwholsssls. issue
of A1l 4ypra of fuel,

9 POT. Stetistioas

.

Meges 560,000

Dissel. 520,000

Avges 110,000

JP=l 970,000
(e) @Wass= Vs

L Task Foroe Gellagher ogsrated the local ASP
and was in twn supported from Qui Nhone Origlnal stockage levels for
the ASP did not always meet the demands of the supported units, howaver
they were eauily readjusted,

2 Clasa V Statistioca:
81KE 26,102
Le2HE - 32,568
05HE 27,356
e Transportation:

(1) Two (2) light hruok aquads and one (1) medium truock
sound From the 34 Support DBattalicn supporbed the hrigads units ot IZ
MOTIZILe Th> cargo coprbililties of the > ton bridge trucks, crgapde
to eg. platoon of the 55lth Enginecer Company (Floal Bridge) hm aiso been
us _
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(2) Air Foroe 0-123 and O=7A siroraft provided a scheduled
air 11t between the brigade ab DUC FHO and its remr detachments ab Flaiku,
Averaging four sortdes per day, the aircraft compilsd the following xecoxd
during the reporting period:

(a) Sortdes: TSN

(b) Passengerss 9,855

(e) Cargos 289 tons

de Mediocals

(1) Number € patients admitted: 1,695
(2) Number of disease cases: 1,006
(3) Number of battle casualtiss: 232
(4) Number of non~battle casualtiess Ls?7

S5e¢ CIVIL AFFAIRSS

8¢ Ocneral: Priority of effort was directed towsyds the fol=
lowing thxee areass pmmmmmm,pumuaww
vefugee relisfe AlL projects were designed to be short range and
impact in naturee AlL projects were requested by GVN officials apd work
was pexformed by indigenous lrbore US personnel and units participating
in oivic aotdon in DUC FHO weres 85, 3d Brigade TF, 25th Infantry Divie
sion, a team from llst Civil Affaive Commany, a téam from 29th Civil
Affalxs Company and the MACV Sector Advisoxy Team, GVN Agencies inoluded
iowBDGTeam, Refugee Rellef Pexsonnel, VIS, and the WN Cultural Drems
edliNe

be Medoap Results:
(1) Si0koall seevecsssosssssosesescns 20,953
(2) Dental eececessscecoscsscccccsese. 10
(3) Daths for Children ecescecesessss 1,257
ce Engineer Projectss '
(1) Schoolas A new five room high school was 90% oomplsted

during the reporting perdod, A new five xoom elementary school was 50%
ocirg datec, oné o 1mary/class room was finished at the Iirst evanpelinal

13
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aavoh Refugee O Repairs were sompleted on thive additicval schocls
nthmbtuotl?;luammgmuud. ,

(2) wells: Thiee new wslls were corpleted, with eight moxre
wder oonstruotion, Six wells were reclaimed and repaired,

v(J) Latrines: Thres new latrines are under construotion,

(L) Orphansges A new dining room is under construction ab
the DUC PHO Orphanagee

(S) Hospitals Repalrs wire begun to upgrade and improve
the facilities ab the IUC PHO Hospitele

(6) Dams: One dam was oonstzucted to provide water for
the Hoa Thanh Refugee Campe

de Commerces L7 local laborers were hired dajly to fill sande
bags &b 70 Plasters per day., 48 of 24 July 1967, $50 loosl laborers were

being hired daily to gather rock ab 70 Pinsters per day, A total of 350
ocubic meters of rock were obtained,

ee Refuges Assistarcet

(1) 8000 refugees wexe generated from military operations
in the 3d Drigads AD,

(2) 800 xefugee housing units were oonstructods
(3) The following supplies were provideds:
R100 seesecccacccssssconee 285 tons
Salt eeeceveccescstscccses 23 tons
Clothing seeeeccccecsccecce 1,500 1bs
Tob20OO sessseccvsescsasse SOP boxes
Candy sesecsccesssosceocss 1003 boxas
" S08D eeecesessscseccssceee 5690 bara
Foodstuffs eseessessessess 25 tons

ﬂo CaDS esecsescassessese 1000 ea

NI
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SUDJBOTs Operetional Report for Quarterly Period Riding 31 July 1967
£¢ Others

(1) English Classesy Four hours were given daily with an
average attendancs of 30 pupils per olass,

(2) Audio/Visual Programss lovies were shown three times
a.woak in the DUC FHO Market places Films were provided by the military
;::'vioe equipment and operators were provided by the Vietnamese Information

ge Puywar:

(1) Psyops activitiss during the xepo periad inolnded
leaflet drops, and asrial and ground speaker missions, (both tape and live),
The prinsry effort was in support of taotiocal units with the seconcary ef=
grb directed towsrds refugees: and other personnsl slready undax QVN ine

uen0o e '

(2) Isaflet drops and serial specker missions were acocome=
plished by Ci7, U=10, 0-2 md UH=1D ajroraft, ,

(3) The use of armed propaganda personnel (ex VC specially
trained in psywar) to make live broadossts and appesls was very suocessfule
They were best utilised on the ground after the infatry had trapped the
enemy in caves and tunnels,

(4) Tapes and live appeals were directed toward specific
individuals and wifa while exploiting Chu Hoi ralliers,

(5) Swmarys
(2) Isaflets dropped esseccsccsssecseccce 185279,400
(b) Aexinl spoaker time sessecsceccscaces 70 s, 30 min
(c) Ground speaker tims eececsssscscecsee 337 hire
(d) Chieu Hoi RallieYS eececscevesccvosce 257
(e) Weapons cecececsscccoscoscassncessses 17
(£) Isaflots fabricated eeccssccccesccces 11
(8) Tapes made secesssesccccsssscsscsscse 20
6, FPERSONNELs

ae Unit Strengths

15
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3d Drigade TF, 25th

tional
5) (U)
(1) 48 of 31 July 1967, the
Mmﬁ?ugmioﬁ mw
AU ASQ & ATTACH
7T 217 Lo 5 379"
2 ™ 2 2 770
2 10 30 1 78
iE §ib
2
0 15 7 0 175
2 2 10 2 228
o 8 7 0 70
0 172 5 0 181
0 & 1 0 30
—e 2, 3 & 0 .8
3703 97 15 3804
&upuh&mﬁeﬁ _ antry n
ASSIGNED
OFF WO EM DATE OFF
208 19 3738 BNy o
212 18 3732 19 May 203
198 17 3847 AMay 191
W 17 396k 12 June 185
208 18 3912 19 June 197
203 18 3862 26 Jme 193
198 15 3817 2 J 191
196 13 3863 2 Ny
96 15 3812 20 J0y 182
¥3 15 3% 26 July 182
7 15 3804 31 July 184
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{\ stmam.. gg?s)%;mmpmmwm‘mnmym

(3) Total figures on seplacemsnts received for the period
M. J'm. Ny 1967.

E~8 B7 B=6 BE=5 BE=ij E=3 TOWAL

h  § L 1 10 260 2
w? 3T 0 15 6 ‘10 266 2
_HEC 2 o0 1 3 58 5 16
ﬁs o 3 ls‘ ? 12 282 38
Ony 0 1l 8 7 6?
] i (o} e 3 29 3
%h 0 o 3 6 12 51
2/9 0 0 2 1 12 64
) The mumber of frisndly Casuslties for May, Juns, July
ave as folloust
OF WO
QGROANIOC ONITS: % % !4.311 1
(5) Mumber of Ruargency Leavess
¥
HHC 3d Dde . - .
338 e > L 4
gssm 5 1 [1
9 Arty 1 b | 2
:-ng 0 2 o}
/65th Bagr 0 b A 1l
R/25th Med a 0 1
Loth Sot Dog Plat 0 0 (o]
BEE. o 2
(6) Personnel who departed for PCS and ETS
MAY 306
JOE 125
JUIY 368
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SUBJEOT tional Repord fo Perdod 196
'z?m epo r Quarterly Ending 31 July 1967

be (0) Morals: Morale continuss to be exoellsnt within the
00,

(1) Xaide
{a) Number of bags reoccdveds 3,734
(b) Number of bags dispatohs 1,5u4
(o) Total money oxdexs solds $8868,437.Lls
(d) Total stamp value sold: $8,9L5,70
(e) Dates mail was not received:
MAY 2, 19, 24
JONE 9, 10, W, 29, 21, 25, 26, 28, 30
JULY S, 6, 75511, 15, 16, 23, 24, 31
(2) R&Rs
(a) Out of cowntry sllocations were sufficient to sae
tiafy ths needs of the command and additional 3~day in-oowntry R & R to
Beach was instituted, 4in 60% participation by the units has been
effect sinoce the China Beash R & R was started on 27 June 1967,

(b) Monthly out of mmg;uﬂhuuom were as followss

4

KHE
go
BEE

Bde

s&
T
wegs

3

£%
EEE
glesrsEnqE

Eles

SES
¥ersnasy

(o) There was a 100X use of allosations for all thres
monthae

1
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AVDO=0=0P 10 Angust
SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July

ds The inoresse of promotions for.the renths Fay and June wie
dw to a USARV msg relaxing the limitations on 2nd inecountry promotionse

(1) EBffeotive 8 1967 awards were being submitted to the
ddfferent headquarters. All pos us evards were being submitted to the
ohtrgmmmmbn,whﬂp all othor awards were submitted to Task Force

gOoNe .

(2) awards Presented:

%
4

&

M JOE JULY
Air Medald L 0 28
Army Commendation 2 6 1
Bronze Star Medal 25 22 27
Distinguished Flying Medal h 0 0
Isgion of Merit (o} 0 3
Silver Star Medsd 6 9 6
Distinguished Service Medal 0 0 0
Distinguished Sexvioe Cross 0 (o} 0
Soldiers Medal 2 0 1l

ae Religions

(1) Chaplains continued to conduct numerous religious sere’
vices 4n the field and have notdced a significant increase in attendancee

(2) On their weekly tripe to Qui Nhon the chaplains have
:}’gﬁoedthemugntenpﬂtotthemotthemmmigade:I.nthehoa-
talse

fe Reenlistments

5 12 2 22 1 7 7%

SEQTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS OBSERVATIONS AND RECCMMENDATIONS
Part I, Obsexrvations (Iessons learned)
1, (C) PERSONNELs
se Itemt Oritical shortage of nonmcommissinned officers, MOS 11RO
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Operational Report £ rly Period 31 July 1967
S SUBJECT ¢ ( 5:)-‘() PO or Quarts Eading

Discussions Al the end of the reporting per‘lod, B\J'DJN
& shortage of mms-w} nonesomnissioned officers, M08 11BL0, exiyied
Zollowss
E~7 8s6 Bf
AUTH 4ASG AUTH ASC AUTH A30

27 23 1. 67 189 96

Observationt Although a liberal promotion policy is a pos~
sible solution, LV is not a dgsirable svhetdtute for emperienced and mgbuxe
non~commissioned officerss

2¢ (C) OPERATIONSS
ae Item: Use of the collimator with the M~2A2 10Sum howltzmer

Discusaiont The collimator can be used with excellent re-
sults in the shifting and laying of a firing battery, After baing layed
initially, and the collimator set, the howltuer can ba lgyed to 0 mils
by pushing the howitzer foxward or backward to obtain the proper sight
ploture on the collimatore After laying the collimator the batbary re-
fers to the aiming circle for a safety check, When thi line of fire is
parellel to the line of sight from the howitzer to the collimator, the
displacement cannot be taken up by moving forward and roarward, In this
particulsar situation, it is faster to use the aiming posts.

Obgservations The eollimator can be used to lay the baitery
in much less Time than when alming posts are used.

be Itemt Problems encountered with the collimatere

Discussions The collimator can be lmocked out of alignmani.
.~th otly a sTHghU bump or a strong wind, such as derived from a helicopter,

-Obsem ns - By building a bunker around the collimator it
1s protested d or tipped over in g strohg winde Also -
it is reoommended that the wires from the oollimator by covered with sande
bags to prevent thedr dislocatione

te Item: Telsphone lines to howltzers

a%[_lg&n Telaphont lines (WD-1) to the howiteers axe
or shorted out by personnel making dmprovements in the

mm.mauuofmmmﬂmmmm.,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1957
(RCS=CSFOR-65) (U)

Observation: Instead of using a hot loop to the howltzers,
ley individuel YInas Icom tho howitzers to & terminal block (TM-18L), in
conjunction with the §7itsh board (SB-22). If & line is out, comwmnica-
tion is lost with enly one section. As a backup, instell a hot loop to
all juns using a different route from the primary lines., If a line is
cub, the saction that has loat corlnnidcations can switch to the hot loop
which has a connemtion to thc switch board (SB=22)e

d. Itemt Use of a hot loop in a fire mission which used only
one or two howitzers,

Discussion: Many fire missions required the use of’only one
or two howitzers, If & loop 18 used all phones will ring each time a
misgion is called to a howltzor, cawsing interruption until the adjusting
piece answers.

‘ Observation: By using (SB-22), any time a fire mission is
received that Tequires only one or two howitzers, only the pieces needed
are called, thus eliminating confusion. By installing znother phcne on
the switch board, it is possible to conduct two fire missions at on@e.

e, Item: OGOround control and contact for FAC controlled air
strikoes, ,

Discussion: The brigade has averaged fovr slr strikes a day
for this quarterly period and in one major contact had 17 air strikes in
& 2h=hour period. The artillery forward observer with the ground unit
nearest the target area is used as the ground contact end control. This
procédure has proved hi;hly successful and has received many favorable
corments form the FAC, The FG, by the vely naturc of his job, must be an
expert map reader and rmst know the location of all friendly units. The
FO is also the cormander's advisor for fire swport. This use of the FU
does not tic up the cormand net and it allows the Company Comiendor to
concantrate on his primary duties,.

Observation: The artillery forward obsorver is ideally
suited and tralndd to be tie grownd contact for FAC controlled air strikes.

f. Item: The problem of VC Grenadiers,

Discussion: On several occasions VG have infiltrated a
unit's location and thrown hand grenades. They are very adept at this
and have caused several casuwaliies, Their primary targets have becn
outposts.

Observation: Several principles have heen developed that
have proved successful in killing some of these VC grenadiers and avoiding

22
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SUBJECT tional Report for Perdod 1
2 t ?S)Q(U) epo Quarterly Ending 31 iy 1967

Diendly casunlties. _
(1) Outposts should move into position after dmi,

(2) Outposts that have béen in position during the day
should shift thelr position after daxi,

(3) An ambush position should be oacupied afber darke
(4) Claymores and trdp=flares should be emplaoed after darke
() TUnits should avoid setting up near hedgerows or ditehes,

(6) Individuals ghould always dig in at their night position,
AL o minimim a prone shelter should be dug,

g0 Items The use of the portabls chemical E8 CS Dispenser,

Discussions The units of the brigade have tested and on seves
rol occasions employed the ES CS Dispenser, It is an excellent item of
equipment to use when confronted with VC in fortified positions, Many
wnits carry at least one with them on S&D operations, When employing the
dispenser the wind oonditlons must be conaidered in the unitts scheme of
maneuver in the objective area, In addition the buttalions kegp several
on stand~by should a unit need them,

Obgexrvatioris Units should oconsider the use of ES CS Dispenm
sexrs in their . operations,

he Item: There 1s a need for an M=79 maxking round,

Discussiont It hos become almost an everyday occurrence to
nove gunships 3ring in support of ground troops, The narmal procedure
is to hove the ground troops mark thedr position with smole and then
point oub the target by using distance and direction or referring to ters
rain features, Maricing rounds for the M=79 could be used to rapldly ine
dicate the target, it would also eliminate the human error in referring
10 terrain features,

Observationt A standard M=79 marking yound should be developed,
i, Ttems M~79 CS Round
Discussion: In many instonoes it would greatly assist the
ground troops 1T they .could fire a CS grenads ot ranges further than 25
to 30 meters. A CS round for the M~79 Grenade Iauncher would allow the

grenadier to place non=persistant CS gas on a target more accurately ond
ot o muoh greater distance,

3
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SUBJRCT: Operational Ruport for Quarterly Périod Ending 3 Jyly 1967
RCS-CSFOR=~65) (U)

Observation: A4 CS rouwid should be developed for the M=79
grenads leuncher and issued to line units as socon as possitle.

Je Item: There is a need for a standard survival signal mirror,

Discusaion: Several key persoanzl in this brigade have sur-
wvival mirrdrs, These mirrors greatly oonserve the use of smoké and do not
conpronise the unitts position when signaling aircraft. When used oroperly
oh a swny thay they are actually easzer to spot tihan smoke.

Obscrvation: The standard survival signsl mirror should be
made avpilable for issu® on the bagis of one for each rifle squad, ‘

K. Item: Use of booby traps against the VO,

Discussion: The enemy habitually trails US troops and scavenges
{he unit!s cafp sites. Booby traps implanted in old Iriendly camp sites
would greatly harass the enemy, To prevent friendly trcops from ¢etonating
their own booby traps at a later date, sclf-destruct devices should be em=
ployed. The ideal device would be the chemical tinme delay fuse,.

Obsetvation: The chemical time delay fuse should be made
available on a limhted basis so that self-destruction booby riraps could
be used again§t the eneny.

1, It#m: Tunnel Destruction.

, Discussion: Destruction of tumels and spider holes éon be
expedited by Tho construction of prefabricated charges at the rear aroe.
The charges are delivered by helicoptors ready for use. Two blocks of
C-L (5 1bs) have proved adequate to commletoly destroy the normal spider
hole. A 30-second delay fuse is sufficient to allow persouncl to eacape
tho effocts of the blast. When the hole is larger, two of the prefab
ci:arges are used, In addaition to the prefab charges uscd for small tune
nels and spidor holes, two tungel kits ore maintained at the battalion
traing conaisting of flashlights, rope, grs mask, CS gas grenados, armorod
vests, and a grappling hook., These arc pre-vackaycd and ready to be picked
up by helicopber én o moments notice. These items can be delivered by
the D&C when no other helicopter is availavle.

Cbservations A five pound pro-fabricated charge is & grea
time saver for the line units in destroying spider holes. Having a tun-
nel kit such as the one @escribed above roady to be brought forword on
call will also save valuaple time for tic Infantry unit. '

me Items 105mm Recoilless Rifle.

Discussion: Cne of the finest weapons to be addcd to tho ine
fantry arsenal 18 tho 106mm Recoilless Rifle Bechive rounfle The round has

2l
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SUBJECT: Cperational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS=CSFCR-65)  (U)

a simple but offective fuse zllowing the firor to select muzsle action

or a burstiong point up to 3200 mcters. A tost was conducted at a range
of approximately 300 meters using 25 ammnition boxes spaced over a linear
distance of 50 foot and placed in depth 25 fecte ot a single box ese
caped the strike of at least one fleshotte, Sevoral boxes were hit as
mony as ten times. This round will be oxtremoly effcotive against growps
of personncl at various ranges, In additicn to the snti=porson.el round,
tho standord 106mm HEP round has a good casuclty producing effect when
caployed against porsonncl, Duc 1o tho zccuracy of tho woapon system, it-
has successfully beon cmployed in many rolecs during tho reporting period,
The flat coastel plain interruptod by small hili masscs, in which wo have
boen operating , offors numerous opportunitics for effoctive cmployment of
the 106mn Recoilless Rifle, both offensively ond Defensively,

Observation: The 105mm Recoklless Riflo should be moine
tained at bat¥alion Ilovel for use as an offonsive and defensivo woapon
against porsornel,

ne Item: Usc of Detonation Cord in Bunker Destruction

Discussiont Destruction of bunkers is often a slow and tedlous
job requiring large amounts of explosives. Frequoently a great decl of time
is wasted by destroying one bunker then procecding onte the next. A timo
saver is detonation cord laid betwecn bunkers for hundrods of feet to dos=
troy scveral bunkers simultaneously. Normal derolition procedures are
uscd with a line of detonatdon cord forming the ring main of main line of
the charge. Individual bunker charges erc placed on the various branches,
The charge is double primed ond detonctos almost instantly due to the high
detonation rate of the cord, '

Observation: Tho employment of large amounts of dctonation
cord in bunker destruction is justified by the time it saves in placoment
of individual charges.

oe Item: Timing of acrial resupply oporations.

; Discussiont Units normally dcvelop pattérns in resupply:
opcrations which will :ave an inpact on tacticel operations. The proctice
ov conducting aerial resupply at o night defensive porimetor location pine
points the actuasl location to the encmy, denics the friendly unit the ade
vantage of surprise in estaglishing the defense, and increases the vulner-
ability of helicopters by esteblishing fixed patierns of activity which
are predisctavdle to the cnemy.

Cbscrvotiont Resupply of tacticel units, at other then spoce
ific locations dictated by a tactical rcquirement, should be accomplished
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on an irTegulax besis, varying the patterns in a random msnner, A unit
should displace, even if only a short distance after accepting resupplys

Pe Ibtems Ground Adr Signal Strobe Light

D¥cussions A battery powered high intensity strobe light,
which emits e BYiLLan® flash of light at approximately one second interw
vals is rrovided in airoraft crew emsrgency items for signaling, The
1ight is visible even during daylight and is olearly visable at night
over distences wp to four to five kilometexs, The light is provided with
a shield, so that it may be employed as a directional signaling devioe,
The entire device is about the size of a first aid packet, When used
ab night, the atrobe light provides a light welght, compact means of
ddantifydng landing zones or drop sones to airorafte

' Observations ~Each tactisal unit which may be required to
operate seperately, (squad, IRRP, Speeial detechment) should be equipped
with one grouwnd to alr emergency strobe light for signaling. Resupply of

batteries gshould be maintained in the supply system,

qe Item: Depth for commltment of blocking forces.

dsoussion: Experisnce in actions conducted in the DUC PHO
avea indicate That tho enemy oan withdrew very quickly when he belisves -
he ig aiced with a swperior force, Efforts to position a blocking foroe
wlll hinge on the time that the force is introduced in relation to the
time that the foree is introduced in relation to the time when the enermy
regognized the requirement for withdrawale As a general rule, when the
axls of wibhdrawal can be accurately predicted, the blocking force sfiould
be introduced between 1500 and 2500 metera from the point of contacte Ine
troduction at a point closer to the point of contact may permit some enemy
to escape, and mgy limit the use of supporting fires between the attacking
and the blocking forcss.

codervationt Blocking foroes should be introcuced as far

(up to 2600 weTers) Irom the point of contact as 4t may be practieal
to prediet the enemy withdrawal roudes,

re I*~my Enemy sniper employment,
piscussions During the period covered by this report the
eneny has mads” good use of snipers located in positdons to cover booby
traps placed on likely approaches, )
Obseyrvation: A wunlt coming under sniper fire should ime

mediately obi™ max.ovm dispersiy and establish a base of fire, The
sniper cd gnipers shonid then be aitacked by fire and movement using

26
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gum Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3§°My 196;367
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fire teanms with artillery being placed on likely sniper locations, routes
of egress, and ths flanks of the advanoing elements,

8¢ lItem: Ineny anti~jelicopter tastios,

- Ddsousaions US units are almost entirely dspendsnt upon the
helioopter foT TeSUPPLy, therefore the volume of helicopter traffio in
sney infested axeas is quite heavy, Numerous dooumsnts captured by thia
organisgtion hgve contained extenaive training material on technigues for
shooting down helicopters with small mrms, The eneny will watoh as the
hslicopter goes into a US position and will move to a good Liring posis
tion aleng the final sppavach to the IZ, He will then select & ‘position
that wil2 2108 him a-good shob when the helicopter is on its final ap=
proach end is most vulnerabls t© ground fire, The enemy positdon &s ofw
*n geveral hundred meters fiom the IZ making coynter fire by small arms
. Jfiocult, The helicopter usually delivexs ita resupply to units during
the afternoos hours and reburns to plok wp empty mermite containers beforw
amdaun. .

Observationt The enemy tactios mentioned above can be effeo~
tively countered by saturating the approach to the IZ with fire team sixe
patrols. This techniqus effeotively interdicts enemy movement and pro=
vides & quick reactdon foroe when the enemy fires on the approaching helim
ocoptere

te Items The enemy!s use of automatlic weapops and small canp
fivea to decelve US trocpse

Dacussions The ensmy s often awaxre of the general night
location of US units, A tactic he has employed is to fire several autoe
matlo weapons buxrst a ssfe distance from US position and build camp firea,

ds will usually resuls in artdllery fire being calléd into the area and
& subsequent search by friendly txroope at firet light, The enemy will
then employ booby traps and snipers along the most likely route that a
unib will travel when leaving the bivouas site and will patiently welt
wtdl morning when friendly troope moe out on daily operations,

Observations This taotio oan be effectively oountered by
the followings. =

(1) Awid tralls and open areas when leaving the bivouac
sites,

(2) Be especially alert during all movement,

{2) Move from the bivrvan site in a Airection away from the
objeotive arez and then cirele srovuad,

(4
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(4) Recon by fire with organic and indirect fire wespons
pridor to and during movement,

(5) Oonduct all movement using the tactical formatdons
which afford the best all around sscurity.

ue Items !ﬁenv Anti~Tank lines.

Discussion: The armored units of the brigade have snsounbered
many pressure type antiw~tank mines, These mines have been placed almosb
exolusively along old tank trails, old ditoh cxossings, and other channeled
areas, These minas are nomma’ly placed in such a manner that when a tank
follows an old tank track the mine will detonate directly under the tark,
sending the full blast utder the hull and resuliing in maxiyum damasge to
+he hull and suspensior. syatems

Olwervaticas Old tank tralls, ditch orossings, and other
channeled area® should be avoided by axrmored vehicles to the maximum e
tent possible, When one of these danger aress muat be nsgotizted, the
area should firat be cheuked out by probdng with bayonets or oheoking with
a mine dateotor,

ve Itemt Enemy Recoilless Riflss and RP(-2ts,

Discussions The use of reooilless rifles anc RPG=213 in the
20 give Viet Tong and WVA units an effeotive anti tank capabilitye Since
tanks must move relatively slow beasause of the terrain and the infantyy
with whom they operate, the danger to the tank is increaseds 4 Wéll conm
cogled anti-tank team is able to deteot and attack a. tank well before the
tanks are aware of their position, With the many ditches and hedgexows
in the area, the énemy is offered many ideally concealed ambush locations

d escape routese

Observations The best means of seowring tanks against this
type of attack 35 by employing infantry extensively along the flanks and
rear of the armore When this is done, the tanks are able to oconcentrate
their fire power to the front, and the infatxy om check along ditches
and hedgerown for epemy positions along the flanks sand to the remxre

We Item: Tank Reaction Time,

Disoussions When attacks are made upon friendly units reine
forced with tarks at their night locations, the key to the defense is the
reaction time of the tankers to return fire, Experience has shown that
ag soon o8 hostile fire is returned effectively by tanks, the enemy will
break ocontact. .

Obsexvation: To Bsep a tanks reaction time as shoxt as
28
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a1l times, Ris misslon is to stand guard and monitor the redio, If
needs to is throw the main awitch on the gunnexts
o sesconds after the fixet ine

o °
‘coning rounde In addition to the man who urde:&auoondunllmﬂd
]

:
¢
£
;
:
:
:
;
]
¢
i
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xe Item: XM=69 Tunnel Destruotion Kite
Disoussions The Brigadets Enginesr Corpany has on hand the

‘XM=59 Tunnel Yostruotion Kit, The iits consist primarily of an acetylens

gensrator and an oxygen oconverber and is designed to be supplamented with
a Mity Mite blower. The oxygen converter must be £illed with liguid cxygen
within 18 hours prior to use, Iiquid oxygen is mot readily available and
‘he 18 hour limitatdon is not feasibls for ourrent operetions where tune
.10l destruction missions are usually given on short notldoe, The kit may
be utilized without the blowexr or the oxygen converter and is effective

in this manner within oertain limltetions ocongexrming the lengbh, depth,
width, and ventilation of the tunnel,

Obteervationt The XM=69 Tinnel Destruotion Kit may be effecti.ves
Iy utdlized wItHIN certain limitationse Turmels should either be analysed
by someone aware of the kits ocapabilities or complete data on thé tunmel
should be provided when requesting a team for turnel destructione

Yo Items Peneprims Distributer,

Discussions The application of peneprime oxr similer dust
palliatives 15 q major engincer task in Vietnams No distributdon equipe
ment is o9allable to combat engineexr companies or battalions, All diaw
tribution must be asccomplished with falrdoated or improvised distxibuters
hich are cumbersoms, ineffislient, and in many cases ineffective, Ioth
8 large dapacity truck mounted distxibutér (800 gal or larger) axd a
smaller sirmobile distributer are needsds

%ﬂ_og Fresent equipment svallable for dust pallias

tive distribution 1s unsatisfactorye, Neoessary distributers should be

bmths d in the MIOE of engineer and avidation units and made awallable
g0 unitse

s Items Materials Handling Equipment,

Disocussiont BEnglneer operations frequently required dthe
loading, wiloading, transfer, and movcront of heavy materials, Combab
Engineer ocompanies have no orgamic me:x:3d of loading materials too heavy

29
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with man power, This necessitates utilization of handling equipment frdm
other swport wnita which are also short on lifting and loading devices,
A fev exmples of engineer work requixing large ocapacity lifting devices
are the loading of dust palliative 50 callon“drums, and the trsnsfex of
lumber tundles, bridging, and prefatricated gembraneds

Observations (ombat Engineer companies rised a § to 10 ton
wrecksr or sﬁ Iﬁ'ioe of material handling equipment,

ase Item: OH»23 Soout Teams

Discussion: Two of the OH=238 of the Brigade Aviation
section wore armed in July to provids a scout capability within the Brim
gadees The sircraft were srmed with two M=50 machineguns mounted in the -
doors on Bungee Coxds, The cords are attached to the door frame with o
wire loop and a snap link, The OH=23 has proven to be & good sooub ship
with good visibility, good Joad carrydng abllity, and endurances The
two observeaygunners have mrovided a suppressive fire oepabdlity and ine
oreased the target aoquisition capability, The scout team has been mosb
effective in soresning the perimeter of oombat assault areas,

__ Observatidon: The soout team increased the surveillance
cnpabdlity of The Brigade, Float airoraft and rapid ‘replacement of come
bab losses are absolutely essential to the operation, A minimm of two
teams is desirable, but not always possidle with only five OH~23 airw
craft sssigned to the section,

abe Item: Action to Secure Alrcrafh Shot Down Ry Hostils Firve,

Disoussion: During the repcrting period one BH=23 of the
Brigide Aviation Section was destroyed hy hostile foross after being shot
downe The crew waa evacuated under fire, Prior to the time foroes were
avallabls to seoure the aircraft, it was blown up by a large explosive
chargee

Obsurvations Alreraft downed in the Brigade AQ must be
secured immediately and evacuated as soon as possiblee Sapper unita
are prevalent and vexry skillful in the Erigade Area of Operations,

aoe Items DUC PHO Air Field,

Disougsions The many day to day problems of coordinating
the IUC FHO AirT¥eld operations oonsume a considerabls amount of the tdme
of the Brigade Aviation Dfficers Most alrfislds with operatdons of this
mo:d.o have an airfis2d opereting dstachment almost as large as the aviation
se Le

Obsexrvation: An alrfisld operating detachment is needsd at
IUC PHO AdrfMeXd,
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3¢ INTELLIGENCES
s JItems DBrigxies Intelligence Sourves,

oussisnt Taotical intelligenoce when operating against
wsophiatioats antyy anid guerrilla forces must be availabls sb
the trigade snd battalion levels, In the DUC PHO Area of Operations,
experisnce has shown that there are only four important sources of ime
mediate taotical inte « These sources are aircraft reconnalssance,
reconnalssanoe in force (1.0 S&D operations), interrogation of FOW's and
returnees, and the oonsolidation of reports from low lawvel agents, oivie
dans, and intexrrogation of POW's whioh have been provided to this brie
gade Dy the District Office Intelligence Center, (DOIC), Of all the
sources, the latter has proved to be the most luorative,

Observation:s The DOIC project has been successfiul and should
be fwrther developed a@nd extendeds In addition, the attachment of & low
lavel agent handling team to the trigade would provide the Brigade S2 with
another relisble sowroe of intelligence in addition to the Vietnamese
30UT06,

be JIiemt Interpreter Assignment,

Discussions There is a oritical shortage of interpreters in
the trigade, The searoh and destroy operations have been conducted ale
msb exoluaively at ocompany and platoon levels, This results in dally
contact with Vietnamess people without the means to ommmiocate dus to the
language baxriere As & result, a great deal of immadiate tactical intele
ligence is loste

Observations There 1s an obwvious need for at least one ine
serproter per.rifle ocompany with additional interpreters at Battalion and
&m h‘al.

Ce Itom: Use of QI TR Alxorafts:

 Disoussiont Through trial and error experience, this Rrigade
has found that UL VR Alroraft flying over lowland populated aveas are besb
employed in direot support of friendly sweep operations, By £lying overw
head whet a ground unit is sweeping an mez the observer is fyequently
ghls to ¢ VC or NVA forves attempting to evade the sweeping unita, The
observer oalls in artillery fire and the filendly forces on the ground
maneuver to block the enemy!s sxoapee

Observations The employment of the Ol VR Alxreraft in support
of S&D operatICis 15 loghly recommcilade
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Lke (C) IDQISTIOSS
se Item: Insuffisiant power for refrigeration unita,

Discussiont At present the brigade stores its Olass I pexishe
ables in three n reefor fyessers, The TOB generator equipment has
proved. :I.nadequmtopomthou refirigeration unite, The feasibdlity of
M&gaMmﬁmm&hmﬁhmﬂnlmww

Observations There is a requirement for a minimm of two
100BN generators to Emdemﬂahhtamahe vnits when oporating
a Class I distribution point,

be Items Laock of qualified Reefer Repairmesn,

Disgussions The development of the Brigade Base ocomplax
necessitated The establishment of a oold storage and freeser capatdilitys
The minimun amount of reefor items are now on hand, however, they tweak
down under constant use, The Brigade doos not have a qualified reefer
mechanio to acoomplish the minimm inspeotions necessary to determine
the cause when a break down occuree A mechanic muat be called in fiom &
distant support unit causing gréat delay, and the diffioculty in obtaining
parta creates more of a problems

Observationt A Reafer Mechanlc should be assigned to the
F3A on a permanent basia

Ce Items Availability of Float Adrcraft.

Discussions In late Juns the 335th Transportation Company,
the DS Maintenance Support Unit for Aviation, received a mmber of float
OH=23 Adrorafte Float alreraft have been available to' the btrigade aviation
section to replace battls damaged alrcraft immediately, while the damage
ia being repaired,

Obsexrvation: The avallabdlity of float aivoraft greatly
dncreases the Brigade Aviation flying rste. In addition, it reduces the
variation in misgion egpability during periods of nvaquent battle dnnge-

~ de Items Ax1ift of Packs and Unit Bquipment

Discussions To decrease the load carried by the 1ndiv1dua‘.l.
soldier it is frequently practical to collect individual packs
equiprent, (starlight scopes, trip flares, aptimintrusion e ovioee dsv:l.osa),
end wnit equipriont (mortara and am:- «itdon, recenilless riZlas eto) ab
flrst light and retwrn ilhem to the uxitts n:t.ght defensive :Iocatd.om. Thia
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erhandes the ground mobility of the individual, lsssens fatigue; and as~
sistes in maintaining a better overall combat posture, Adoption of this
technique. also permits the introdustion of mre and hsavier weapons at
a planmed defensive position, To expedite lifting of equipment, sborage
during the day, and retwn at night, a cargo net might be utilised whene
over the situation permitse :

Obeervatdons The technique of picking up the unitts equip~
ment in the morning and returning 4t sb the end of the dsy's operations

should be utilized whenever the situation permits,

ee Items Ammnitlon Resupply Packetse

Disoussions After a fire f£ight the requirement for small owme
ammurdtion, grenades, and similar Class V items may be resscnably predicted,
based on time in contact and the size of the foroe employede & Mpackage®
of all noxrmal types of Class V items guitable for a platoon can be estab=
lished, and several of these "packages" stocked at the Battalion's treina
area, When & five fight develops an immediate ammmition resupply oan be
made available, The "package" can be rigged for sling load, and caxried
under a UH=1D aircraft for touch and go delivery, thus reducing the time

_ the airoraft may be exposed to ground fire,

Observations "Packages" of selected class V resupply items
should be repared for sling load aircraft, and maintained et Battalion
Trains area to provide an immediate Class V resupply capabilityse

fe Itemt Stitohing on Jungle Fatigues,

Discussiont Some models of Jungle Fatigues have the geam
sewn on the insIde to give the exterior a more finished sppearance, Thia
leaves a projecting hump of material on the inside, When the individual
soldisr perspires, the uniform tends to cling to him, and the interdor
seams rub sore spots on the skin in contaocte :

Obgervations Troploal Fatlgies with seams sewn on the inside
should be elimated from the supply systems

go Items Disposable Contalners,

Disgussions Noxmal resupply of water is accomplished for
companiesa havﬁ%a' resupply through the use of metal 5 gallen cans and
hot rations aré fed usirg insulated food containerse, In both cases the
erply containers must later be extracted by helicoptera, In some cases
the ear'dactdon may be delayed by veather or nonavailability of aircraft,
thuo delaying the movement of the taciloal unit required to secure the
landing zone,

33
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ns A disposabls water container and a disposabls
Zood conteiner 8 ® supplied %6 precluds the necessity for lifting ~
oub empty food and waber containers,

he Items The M=79 fmmmition Cwxrying Vest. g

jons Several months ago this Brigads received a small
awount of M- Carrying Vests, This is an item of equipment
that has been needsd for some tims, The Vests are sxnellent, They sre
light weight, durable, distribute the load, and carry sufficisnt smmmition.
8inoe the arrival of these vests, no more wests have been rsceived even
though many requests have been submitted,

Cbservations The M=T9 Ammmnition Carrying Vest is an exoel~
lant itém of 6q and should be provided to units in much greater

|

|
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f,
|
i
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i
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|
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|
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is Items Special Equimm for Tunnel Exploratione

Disousaions In this avea of operation the units of the brigade
have encountered numcrous caves and tunnels, Soms of them have been ela~

borate and extensive, Our problsm has been to sscure the equipment to ]
properly exploit the finds, There are scveral items of equipment thad L
would be of great value,

(a) Miner Lamps
(b) Ilarge Flashlights (6 cell) '
(¢) Revolvers with silencers i
(d) Smaller light weight gas masks

Observationt The proocwrement of this equipment would greatly
asgist in tunnel search operations,

Jo Items Spray AMroraft and proventive medicine assistance for ;
Malaria ControTe i

Disoussions During the reporting pericd the trigade has not [
had a spray shlp avallabls for anti malaria spraying, It appears that :
&ll the personnel and equipment of the preventative medicine program are :
located elsewhere,

Observations The Malmia incident rate is higher in the DUC

PEO area than In odher areas in Task T.woe Oregon, Therefore, it seems '
%ggﬁtﬁz. that a portion of the preventive mediocine program should be allotted |
3s ares.
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ke Item: Effect of Climate and Terrain on Parts Life

Discussions Sandy soil in this area has increased wear on
many of the critical moving parts on vehicles, In addition, movement of
armored vehicles through the rice paddies ard across dykes has inoreased
the stress on torsion bars and consequently increased breakage of these

items.

Qbservationt The effect of svil on parts increases the ime
portance of constant attention to first echelon maintenance, to detect
problems before they become serious,

5e CIVIL AFFAIRS:
a. ltem: Forced Evacuation of Hamlets,

Discussion: The tactical situation ogoasionally dictates
that eutire hamlets be forcibly evacusted, If strict control is not ex-
cercised ovep the persomnel, they will return to their homes within L8
howrs,

Obgervations

(1) A1l such moves must be closely cocrdinated with distriot
officials. .

(2) Living facilitics should be eutlosed by wire and patrols
led by GVN personnel.,

(3) People must be allowed to gather up their necessary
personal belongings to be evacuated with theme

' (L) Food, water, shelter, and medical treatment must be
provided,
be

be Itemt Control of Handouts.

Discusgsiont The uncontrolled distribution of items such as
candy, C~-Rations, and cigarettes from vehiclos is both uwndesirable and
dangerouss It has the results of making beggera out of the children and
offending the adults, Additionally it incresses the possibility of serious
:I.njg:ytto & child who is blindly chasing a vehicle in hopes of getting a
handout.

Observation: Units desiring to dunste surplus jtems should
coordinate with the Wit S5 and make arrangements to distribute such items
to needy refugees in an unobtrusive and organized manner, :

-
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Oe JItems Utdlization of Psywar Oround Teams.

Discussions The moat effective use of Psywsy ground speaker
teams 1s in sup 'po" ﬁ.o! taoctical opsrations, There are many instances in
the ssarch and destroy missions where the infantry has trapped the eneny
in caves and tunnels only to inour Lriendly gasualties whila attempting
to foros them out, The use of speaker teams to appeal to ths enemy to
swrender, whils not effective 1008 of the time, would reduoe the numbes
of friendly casualties and inorsase the number of POW's and resultant in=

hm.

Obse ¢ Infaentry oompaniss should be made sware ol Peywar
dapabilities encouraged to request their assistande, Onoe requested
a high priority should be allotted for arlift of the team to the ocoxmtabt
ares,

de Ttems O2 Aerdal Speaker Missions,

Disoussions Interxogation of POW's and HOI CHANHS indicates
thatt sexial bro from the 02 aircraft are not undexrstendabls,
iz further subgtantiated by statements of intermreters and GVN troops ih
this areas It is btelisved the 02 flies at altitudes too high to be heard,
In addition on several odcashons the FACS supporting this unit have ree
ported that 02 pllots have ocontacted them in the alr and requésted assise
tance locating a target which was mot indicated on their 1125,000 mups,

Observations FPllots siould be furnished 1350,000 maps of
thelr target aremes FIlght broadcasts should be made at an altdtude of
1000 feet with more emphasis on %argeting a specific hamlet rather than
8 lavge areas

Part IIs Recommendations

le Personnels None,

2¢ Intelligenoces

ae Higher Headguarters should do éverything possible to en~
courage the development of the DOIC programe

be A low level agent handling team should be attached to the
rigads in order to allow the trigade S2 to establish an independent low
level agent net, ,

0e That qualified intexrproters be provided to brigade aized unite
on the following basiss
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(1) Brigade headquarterss 10
a) MI sections 5
S=53 3
¢) S=2¢ 1
Military Pollcs: 1

(2) Infantry Battalionss 5
a) Battsalion Headquarterss 2
ib; Rifle Companicss 1 each

(3) Artillery Battalions: 1

3¢ Operations and Iogisticss

(a) That a standard LOwm marking round be developed for standard
3ssue for ocombat unitae

(b) That a strobe light be added to the MTCE of the infantry
xifle squad and IRRP teame

(c) That Peneprime distributers be added to the MIOE of enginaer
and aviation unita,

(d) Than an Airfield Operating Detechment be provided for the
DUC PHO Alrfield, e

(e) That a refrigerator mechanic be assigned to the FS4,

(£) That Jungle Fatigues with seams sewn on the inside be olim
winated from the supply system.

() That disposable water and food containera be developed and
supplied to tactical units,

(h) That additional M=79 smmunition carrying vests be made
avallable &n the supply aystems

: (1) That spray aircraft and preventive medicine assistance for
malaris oontol be made avallable to the trigade,

Lhe Civil Affairs: That 02 pilots on merial spesker missions be
furnished with 1150,000 maps of their target area and instructed to make

the broadoasta at an altitude of 1000 feet with more emphasis on tar-
gotting a specific hamlet rather thom a large area,
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UBPARTMENT OF THIS ARMY, HEAUQUARTSRS AMpRICAL VIVISION, APO San Francisco
Y63'1h, *44 September 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Farce Development, Department of the
Army (ACSFOR, UA), Washington U.C. 2315

1. (U) Forwaraed herewith are iwo copies of subject report of the
3d brigade, 4th Infantry Division.

2. (U) Reference Section 1I, Part I, para 3Ja, Subject: brigade
Intelligence Sources., The 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Livision nas & two-
man Counter Intelligence Team assigned to the briguzue, The team is well
suitea tfor accomplishment ot the tasks tor which the brigade is asking
support, The uistrict Intelligence Operations Coordingtion Center (LIOCU)
is a 1:ACV concept with CAS backing. The LIOUC suffers from under-statfing
which causes a loss of efticiency; however, this is not & natter for a
brigaae to aaaress.

3. (U) HKHeterence Section 1I, Part I[, para ja. Latest reports from
Headquarters, Uepartment of the Army inaicate cost estimates are extremely
high tor a 40mm colorea smoke rouna; nowever, inmeciate procurement and
continuea research and development shoula be continued, &s the requirement
is eritical, :

4. (U) Reference Section <, Part (I, para 3b. The unit has been
advisea that [TOW action is necessary.

5. (U) Reference Section 2, Part LI, para 3i. Ain aerial spray
capability to be mountea on a UH-1D teticopter, was procured and became
operational on 2 August l%6f, OSpraying operations commenced in the LUC
PhO area on 5 sSeptember L96'7. Baytex larvae killing granules, for spreaa-~
ing over stagndnt waters, has been issued to Heaaguarters, Americal vivision
and further proviaea to subordinate elements., Aaditionally, & tean consist-
ing ot two personnel trom the Y<ébth Preventive hedicine vetachment was
positioneu at VUG FPHO to assist in the malaria prevention program in that
aresa.

Ot Thiy CORTALDLLS
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HEADQUARTERS, 3D BRIGADE TASK FORCE.
25th Infantry Diviaion
APO San Francisco 96355
5 August 1967
SUBJECT: Mines and Booby Traps

.1y The 34 Brigade Tagk Force, 25th Infantry Division has encountered
almost esvery type of enemy soldier present in Vietnam; from a hamlet guard

" in Duc Pho Diatriot, Quang Ngal Province, to an NVA officer in the highe

lands of Kontum, Probably the least recoghlsd and most dsngerous enemy
is the farm hand by day who has been tralned to cleverly place a mine or
booby trap designed to kill or maim South Vietnamose Civilians and Allied
soldlers,

2, This paper has 'been prepared from the reports and experfence of
the direct support E(D Team from the 184th Ordnance Battalions

3. Unless each individual is aware of the threat, the "Silent
Soldier'" will exact a high price in friendly livea.

4+ Generalt Thers are and have been readily diaoe:mible patterns
in tho enemy!s method of employment of minea, Thoy are as followst

a. Whore?

(1) ZLocation - Simply put, mines and booby traps will be
placed where common sense says they will do the most damage. For example,
a mine designed to destroy an armored personnel carrier would have the
best chance for success placed at an obastacle such as a stream where an
armored vehicle had previously passed, Inemy intelligence is continuously
looking for patterna to friendly movements.

(2) Marking - In some instances, the enomy have marked danw-
ger aroas with symbols Imown to the local inhabditants, There are no in-
dications that there i1s any universal system of marking amd, in most ine
astancoa, the people of tho hamlet or village are ordered by the VC. leadera
to stay out of a certain area without any reason given,

be When? - Friendly forces can expect an incroase in booby=-trap
and mining incidents as the enemy regular forces are defeated and driven
away, Any time a friendly land location ia oatablished and regularly
used, the enemy loses face, The enemy then tries to prove his fighting
abdlity to the people by cmploying mines, boobty traps, and ambushes.

¢s Who? - Sappers and their trained intelligence gatherers mugt
loocate their base close enough to the target to provide quick access to
end constant survelllance over the target area. The intelligence gathor-
er may be an old woman living nlong the road or children selling sodas
If at all possible, tho Sapper who is to sot the mine will peracaally obe
serve the target.

Inclosure 2 : 4 o
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CONFIOENTFH
2D BATTALION 35TH INPANTRY OPERATIONS

$ August 1967
SUBJECT: Search Technique,

The slogan "Find 'Em = Fix 'Em = Fight 'Em and Finish !'Em" is as true
today as the day it was first prormlgated; however, many units fail to
put the ssquence in proper order, So often this is true of our ARVN
neighbors, they fix and fight only to learn they have nothing to finish,
The unmatched success of this battalion lies primarily with finding the

eneqy first through ths use of the deliberate search technique before
we attempt to fix or fight, All operations are based on the moat cure
rent intelligence, admittedly causing frequent changes in plans, but
more often than not, ylelding tangible results, The one true indicater
of success is the actual number of enemy killed or captursd and the
number of enemy weapons seiged, Since 10 July, this battalion has kild~
od 260 enemy, captubed 47 POWs and seiged 108 weapons while suffering
only 9 soldiers KIA, Our high body count and high weapons=to-kill ratio
has resulted mostly from locating the enemy in his hiding piaces, Once
he is located in this hiding place the job is relatively simple because
the enémy has fixed himself by choosing a small tunnel with no route of
escape, The enenmy in this area has depénded primarily on his advanced
techniques of camoufiage for protection, Once these passive measures
fail, the enemy has no choice but to be killed or captured, Defense
of a small hole, normally 18" by 18" dgainst an American rifle squad
is a difficult if not impossible task, This battalion has capitalized
on the natural curiosity of the American by having our soldiers péke
and probe every nook and cranny of the hedgerows around a village, We
have learned that the most common hiding place for the enemy is beneath
a bambéo thicket with a conceagled trap door as shown in the enclosed
gketch, As one can ses, unless one actually places his hand én the
bamboo stalks and pulls, the trap door will remain undatected., Some
trap doors can be discoversd merely by loolkdng, but moat are located
by probing with hands and tayonets, To make the most effective use of
the manpower availabls, the searching unit, normally a rifle squad;
must sub~divide into & search team and a security tean. Naturally,
the curious should go to the search team while the lses curious provide
the security, The amount of enthusiasm generated by the platodn leader
is almost directly proportional to the number of holes located, Many
& hole has been located by the bleeding hand of & lieutenant or captain
when the enthusiasm for the search had dwindisd’to a“dow ebb, .Sugh
leadership by example rekindles the searchers eiithusiaam and the race
is on again to see who can locate the next hole, Once the hole is
Jocated, sacurity is placed aronnd the area and a systematic reduction
of the area begins by first ¢learing away enough bamboo to allow the
compairatively large American soldier to operate within the confined
spacs, Next the hdle is opened, normally by shooting through the door
with an M=16 rifle, This is a strong deterrent to those enemy who °
would toss out a grenade at the unsucpecting soldier standing nearby,

Inclosure 3
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Onos the trep door is opened, various Ameriocan and Vietnmmese expressions
are shouted into the tunnel exhorting the enamy to come out or be killed,
Frequently the enemy will give up without a fight, saving us the effort
not only of ldlling him, but of having to dig out the tunnel for weapons
and documents, When all else fails and the hard core VC stays within

the confines of his self~oreated tomd, a few strategically plated hand
grenades normally reduces both the VC and the tunnel to rubble, leaving
only the messy task of digging out the remains, The key to the success
of this operation lies in the search technique of the individual soldier -
and his leader, This search method has paid off handsomely for this unit,
We firat "Find !'Em" by a slow deliberate search on the small unit level
and then methodically "Fix 'Em", "Fight 'Em", and "Finish 'Em",
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1ST BATTALION 35TH INPANTIY

SUBJECT: Combat After iotion Report for 15 July 1967

ASSAULT OF BUNKER POSITIONS

a 13 July 1967, Company C, lst Bn 35th Inf, 3d Brigade 25th Infan-
try Division vas condusting a mearch and destroy miasion in the rugged
terrain about 15 Kilometers SW of Dua Fho, Vietnam, The area in which
the company was operating consisted of rugged mountains whose slopes wers
oovered with thick ‘Aungh undergrovth, In most places the double canopy
completoly shute out the mmlight, On this partioular day the teupere-
ture vas 103° and the men of Charlie Company wers thirsty, hot and tircds
The Battalion had received intelligonce that an NVA Bat On W8 OpOTa~
ting in the arssy In an attompt to find the enomy and gain tactical sure
prise, the Battalion Commander, Major Jamos B, Moore Jr., Melean, Va.,
decided to infiltrate ono of his companies into tho area on foot with |
three days rationa, :

On the third day the company was moving south on two oxsss The 2nmd
and 3rd platcons were on o high ridgeline with tho company (=) moving
parallel in the valloy belows The 2nd and 3rd platoons wore to swing
down o finger to tho east and link up with tho remnindor of tho company.
At about 1000 thrs the two platoona on the ridge bogan thoir movement

. downhdll, The 2nd platoon was in the lead with tho 3rd plateon follow.

ing, echeloned to the left, At 1035 hrs tho 2nd platoon commandod by
2nd LT Anthony M. Hossa, North Hollywood, California, approached an
enemy bunker from the rom, Tho position wns orientatod to fire eaat
down the firigery Throo NVA ran from the the bunker and were auiekly eut
downs Two Ak=4{7'a and onc Chicom IMG wore capturods (See map figure 1)

The platoons continuod moving ocuticusly down the fingor, Suddenly,

tho jungle exvpted in a blase of fire, Two mon wore wourdoed in tho
initial volioy. The onemy had evidently allowed them to got within 15-20
motors befors they opened ups dccording to PSG Jock H, Jasper, lawton,
Oklas, the plot Sgt 2nd plat, "The firo wns so intense that no one could
move w» if he did he was hit, Wo hod nine mon hit in tho first 30 mirutes.
The msn wore magnificont « they followod orders ond oporatod liko machiic®.
As tho firepower tuilt up the enemy fire docroased, We fired aixteen.

M-72 IAWS during the firofight, I?1l never bo without LiWs ogain, they

" are o good woapon, I don't kmow how mony we killed tut I do lmow thoso

IAW's really hurt the PAVN's", (Sob figure 2).

"The third platcon maneuvered to the loft in an attempt to flank the
enemy. However, it wasn't long befare thoy too were heavily engagod with
two enomy bunkers, (See figure 3). The 3rd platoon leadar, 2nd LT James
H, Smith, Patterson N. J., was hit in tho arm, He ploked up a 45 ool pla-
tol and omsoultod one of the bunkers. Ho was hit again in tho left leg
and was pinrod down by the heoavy fires: SP/4 Iawrence W, Iroland, Houston,
Toxas tho platoon medic, ran through the enemy fire and carried LT Smith
back to a coverod position whore his wounds could be tandeds
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In the nutu-, & Joln I, Cavender, Woycress,

hie lst and 4th phbm

. olou tho pincer on tho enamys * The Ath zpu) platoon

boing used a8 & XAfly platoon. for' thisopudiction, (Jeb figure-4)s His

elemonts wore fired upon Wy o lono rifloman at bm the '

was od tho emamy fled, Mnntnﬁoninmom

so thick that the elaomonte with the Qompany CP wore.foxved to move

‘the narrow trail, CF ' Cavendor sont tho let and 2nd equads of
o mall mob onst of tho onoxy to agt as o dlo

gwe 5), Ho thon monouvered the romain.or of tho lat pla

platoon to tho north of the cnemy, - (Soo figure 6)s Whon this

been accomplished he moved forward with a squod to locate the enemy po-
sitions ond determine hia course of action, At this time the men

Charlie Company belioved there were only two enomy tunkars, the on

' and 3rd platoons,s Upon aprroaching the

automatic weapons fire from the.left front, resulting in esveral

The Battalion Commander, Maj Mopre ond his S-3," Major Gareld L.
Golumbua, Ohio, had been in the air over the botile since 1100

hra. 6n Ca or roquested an ammo resupply and medevoo for two BeX.
iously wounded men vhlle he completed his maneuver and brought forword
his 90mm RRy There were no londing sones in the area, so at 1230 hre,
one squod from the 2nd platoon pulled back 100 meters to care for the
wevndod ond assist in. tho resupply. (Seo figure 7)s The Battalion
" Commander requssted a medovac holicopter with a hoist and also a badly
needed resupply of ammmnition, Moanwhile, the squad from tho 204 plow
toon bogan clearing the undertrush for tho modevee and the resupply
drops Mumtoes later, the Bn Cmir returned} the command and control hee
licopter flew down and hovored ot treo top level while tha amamition
sms. dropped” to. tho-walting nen bolow, -

The 3rd.platoon, uxing M-72 IAlg maneuvered and destroyed ths two
tunkers..to their immodiata fromt, By this tine they wore recolving hecvy
fire fron Nurthar to thair east, Because of the donge-vegetotion amd -
the proximity of US troops, artillery-woa .not feasible and Mugy gunships
could do.little -tmrough- 'hhn thick J\mglo onnopy. Maj lMoore tolked to

tringing in TAG alr, CR° Crzvanderita'udthntthoenwﬁnmlao
mwmwQOtMthmmmmnlﬁ.eaw
withdrawing, He also had all escape routes cut off and was walting for
his 90rm reccflless zAfls to be Mrought forward for.a direst shot at the
onemy bunkers, At this time it appecrod as if the fire was owdng fram
one or two positiona that were situated in tho saddle,

The disposition of Charlie Corpany wos as follows: The 2nd and 3rd
platoons vere west of tho snomy position, Two aquads of the lat plat,
the 4th platoon and Conpany OP group wvere to the north and two aquods
fron the lat hod labariously worked their way up to the kmob to the east,
The only gor 37 the encirolanant wms to the gouth, bul It was covered
erloctively ty firo frou the 2 arueda camt of itw enery posiiicna,
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wounded nan wos ovnounted: Unfortunately tho hoist on
broke, 80 a Chi7 Chinook was requosted to hoist out tho rernining
wounded, Whon it arrivod four nore woundod nen ware hoisted aboard,

1lifted aboard, their treatnont bogan, The holst wns not working properw
Chinock hoverod for 45 ninutos in the battlo area whilo the
were baing extractod, As tho £ifth camunlty was being the

:

to neutralise the hunkers using LAWS and tho 90 recailless rifle, Iie
thick vegetation hanpored theso effowts, althomgh they did got several
direat hits, Ry this tino Charlio Company hed 17 woundod, Captain Caw
ender docided, thorofore, that he could no longer afford to contimue the

. The snory firo was extremoly accurate and his cosualtios
had been stoadily inoronsing. It soemed as though everytinmo one of the
non exposod hingelf ho was hit hy the unsoen narksnan, Tharofore, while
the hook was raking the final oxtractions, CPT Cavendar organisod his
nen for a final assault. .t }600 hra, using the 2nd ad 3xd platoons
os o base of fire, CPT Cavendor led the two squads of the firet platoon
in tho final assault. The assault wove rose up as one nan, Shouting
and soreaming at the top of their lungs they closod on the enmy posie
tions. The violent csasault wvas 8o effective that sonc of the ensmy £led
fron tho hunkers, others weare found cowering in their holos. As the
osn ran forvard threw hond granodes in the enomy tunkers, and out
down tho flocing enemy. It wam't until the positions were overun that
tho men from Charlie Company realized that there were five large tankers
arranged in a circlo instood ef the ome or two they hod expscted to find,
(See figure 8), In and around the bunkers 25 NVA bodies were found almg
with 6 AK47's, 3 LMG's, 2 SKS, ) Mouser and soveral grenades.

1/1T David W, Tlockett, Marongo, Xowe, platoon leader of the 4th
platoon, lad his platoon in the finnl devastating charge., He said, *About
1600 hrs the 00 informed me that my platoon and two squads from the lst
would assault the enery positions I organized my ‘platoon into two waves;
anstruoting the 2nd wave to [ire in the treos above tho first wave, I
wos in the nicdle end tho CO wag on the righty On the signol wo moved
onl; after a ferr mefhori, enerny Sire bocare intorse ard the Line began

to waver, A% thie timo CPT Cavandur lot cub with that "Georgla Rebel
Yoll" of his ond that rolieved tho tonsions The men ploked up the cxy
3
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and we surged forward through the enoxy positions. \94

"As I troko tlrough tho thick follage I saw Sgt MichasQ H, Mortonson, !
Chicago 111, assaulidng two bunkers undor tho covering fire of Dale W. .
Kindred, Arrowsmith, I11, Kindrod was firing diroctly into the aportures :
of the tunkors as Mortenson ran forward and threw in grenodes.™ T

"SP/4 Clyde Fe¢ Walker, Corimnne, Utah, juapod into the lost tunker,
screardng and using his riflo as o club - he wna hit throc tines by the 3
remaining NVA inside, he'got onej thon we pulled hin out and tossed in
two gronodes = thaot finishod tho fights It was suddondy very quiet, {
thore were doad NVA all over thoe place. There is no doubt in ny mind l
thot once wo started yelling the battle was ourse I felt thon that {
nothing could atop ug". |

Sgt Mortonson said, "I dontt think we could have taken the position {
without the final charge, I already hod three men in my fire tean hits /
Onoe we saw the bunkers and storted yolling, those gooks rmst hove kmown
they werc dond = They had nowhere.to go and nothing to do tut die", i

After the battle CPT- Covender said, "This bottle was won by the
nen, not artillery or alr powor = btut tho infantrynan who were willing
to cluge with and destroy the cnemy, They did everything I asked of
then and more, Once we storted our assault I knew that it would soon
be over, and ¥ictory was ours", '

"The longer we stayed where we were, the nore casualtles we were
takings I haove never seen enery fire so asourates, It scemed like
overytine a man moved he was hit, We ware too closo for artillery and
air, and we gouldn?t pull back withoub taking a lot of casualiioss I
know "Chorlie" was surprised whon we charpgeds His fire was still heavy-
ut not as accurate and we could seo some of them trying to run out of
their holess When I heard the men and saw the deterrinction on their
faces - I was proud to be an infantrymon and thelr conpany cormandera
I sure wouldn't have wanted to be in one of those tunkers. I still i
prefer to use our baslc concept of finding and fixing the enemy ~ then
use all the artillery and olr we can gets However, I feel thot on that
day T fulfilled a conpany cormonders dreon - to lead hls men in an
overwholiing, successful agsault of an enery fortified position, We
loarned an irportent lesson that doy and that is that an oggrossive,
well trained American rTifle company is the ultinnte weapond

This actlion by Co C is an outstanding exomple of the application
of fire and noneuver plus the use of organic direct fire weapons. No
artillery, alr, or punships were employeds Support waa not used due to
the glose quarters fighting with infantryman engaged within 15=20 neters
of the onomy. OFf partioular note woe the final assoult in true infantry
style, through heavy eneny fire, and the fact thot only one non was
wounded

Company C had a total of 18 casueltics, two of whom subsoquently
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" died of wounds, Tha remainder of tho wounded were not sarious, After
the battlo the area was policed and the. eoipey moved back down the finger

to the cast, to thoir night location, Horg the remaining six walking
wounded were oxtracted. (Seo figure 9)¢

The Battolion®s nornal concapt of oparations has beon to use the
infontyy to find and £ix the eneny. Cormpony C had been in mony other
battlos vhare the enomy body count was raich larger and thalr casunlties
were fewor. However, the men were prowd of this victary, as they had
mat an NVA platoon in prepared positions, fighting on the enexy’s own
terns, and defected him os Infantrymon,
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C ONF IO BNTINL
2ND BATTALION 35TH INPANTRY OFERATIONS
AVDC-0-OP 5 August 2967
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for the perded 19 May thru 20 May 1967
nE BATTLE OF VINH HIEN

_ While in the process of securing an 1Z, vic 775457, at 191545H May
1967, in preparation for a combat assault in support of C/2/35, in contact

-to the north, A/2/35, began receiving enemy automatic and emall arms fire

from thres or four enemy positions to their north. The CO, A/2/35, decided

with the concurrence of the Battalion Commander, to attack these enemy pos-
itions and to further develope the situation, The initisl) enemy fire wounded

one soldier seriously, NMoving to the south, A/2/35 overran the enemy positions,
d1ling two enemy. By 1610H, the enemy had disengaged and had retreated to the
southwest, A swesp of the contact area produced an M Radio, medical suppliesand
several NVA uniforms, They continued the search and then, upon receipt of
information of ehemy movement to the southwest, began a sweep in that direct=

ion,

At 1735H, A/2/35 again received some emall arms fire from the south,
Rea that his company might be lsd into an enemy ambush, CPT Barcena,
CO, A/2/35, requested and received an air cbeervation team from B/1/9 Cav
_(nirmobﬂ.es to screen his flanks and front, Continuing to move to the south,
A/2/35 was again fired upon at 1830H from the south. The cbservation team
located the enemy and directed the company along a concealed route to the
enemy position. Thé position was destroyed and two enemy were killed, One
Thompson sub-machinegun was captured. At 1910H Company A closed for the _
night, vic BST74455, At 1915H, one VC sniper fired at and wounded one of the
company's riflemen, The VC was idlled ‘and his weapon captured, The company

dug in and Meotaiiye poste wdre Jkt-emite The wounded soldier was evacuated,

At 2000254, the CO, A/2/35, reported that his LP's to the northwest and
southwest had engaged a total of eight enemy, The LP's threw grenades, detm -t
dnated .their claymores and fired their weapons, Two enemy with grenades were
kllled; the other six fled, The LP's shifted their locations and waited, A
-sweep was conducted by one of the platoons dbut they only discovered three
blood trails and the two enemy killed, TRe blood‘tralls.indidated-that three
enemy were seriously wounded, ’

At OL47H, CPT Barcena reported his perimeter under attack by an estimatéd
enemy company, Using existing trench lines that encompassed the entire area,
the enemy was able to move undetected to within a few meters of where the LP's
had been, The enemy, thinking the LPts were thers threw grenades and attacked
the empty positions, This brief warning enabled the LP's to ambush the attacke
ors and move back to their lines, By this time artillery defenaive concentrat~
Jons were being fired, Despite the heavy volume of outgoing fire, the enemy
pressed forward in a vigorous ground attock. ‘Using the "hugging" tactics to
avoid the heavy artillery concentrations, the enemy threw lsrge numbers of hand
grenades into the perimeter., It was these hand grenades that inflicted most of -
the casualtlies, Flareships and gunships were requested, By 0222H the enemy
had ceased the coordinated ground attack and was engagifig~ A/2/35.on only the
northern flank, DUSTOFF, aeromedicsl evacuation, was alerted to stand by to
evacuate the wounded once the area was secured, :
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CONFIOENTINL

5 August 1967 r\V
SUBJECT: Combat After Action: Report for the period 19 thru 20 May 1967

At O24,7H, CPT Barcena requested s resupply of ammnition, LIC Granger,
realizing that a resupply helicopter would, in all probability, be shot down
in the attempt, decided to commit C/3/4 Cav (=); not only %o carry the much
needed ammunition, but also to block the southern escape route, Under the
light from the 105m 1lluminating rounds, C/3/4 Cav (=) departed L2 LIZ, At
0355H, the armed AC-/7 "Dragonship" arrived on station and rained accursts
fire on the enemy. The aircraft commander of the ACe47 also guided the APC's
along the best route of sdvance toward the besieged company, At O418H, Co A
reported ten WIA and requested medevac for them, By O427H, DUSTOFF was over-
head and going into the L2, Receiving AW fire the helicopter had to pull out,
unable to extract any of the Wik'e,: He flew to 1Z LIZ to check his helicopter
for damage and to await’ the time when he could again attempt the extraction,

C/3/k Cav closed A/2/35's perimeter without incident at O451H, Just prior
to the closing, the enemy fired rifle grenades and small arms sporadically’
throughout the perimeter. Contact was broken on the arrival of C/B3/4X«v,
Additional resupply was requested snd the resultant resupply helicopter and
DUSTOFF extrscted the twelve WIA's and two KIA!'s, See sketch #1,

Between 0630H and 1210H, there was no enemy contact, A/2/35 and C/3/4

Cev conducted an extensive search and sweep gn the night area of contact,
locating 10 enemy killed and 3 weapons, In addition, one hamlet guerilla
was captured, Upon interrogation, it was discovered that he was wounded
during the initial probe at 0025H, He observed two others in his group killed,
At 0900H, A/2/25 located a VC Bunker Complex 100 meters west of their night
location, An engineer squad from D Company, 65th Engineer Battalion, was aire
lifted with explosives to the 1Z and was carried by an APC to that locatien,
Elements from both C/3/4 Cav and A/2/35 provided security while the engineers
;orked on the destruction of the VC Camp and its bunker complex, See Sketch'

2. '

At 1221H, this work party came under attack by the enemy, Firing RFG=2's
the enemy hit one of the APC's killing the track commsnder and driver, The
APC was destroyed, In reinforcing the engineer work party A/2/35 (=) and
C/3/l, Cav (=) met heavy enemy resistance but aggressively fought through it
driving them to the southwest, At 1341H, C/2/35 was alerted to move to a plck=
up eite where they would be extracted for a combat assault to.the sduthwest, The
Batsalion Reconnaissance platoon was alerted to move from 1Z LIZ to vic
BS768463, At 33108 an airstrike helped to break up the enemy concentration,

By W48H, Recon/2/35 Inf was in position and by 1500H, C/2/35 (=) had con-
ducted their combat assault into an LZ wiec.BS786443, »While elements. wore being
moved into position, a FAC spotted twenty armed enemy moving toward the des-
troyed APC, While the Battalion Commander adjusted ibe fire of the 106RR
from LZ LIZ, CPT Barcens sent a ground element toward the enemy position at:the
APC, When troops arrived at thedeaswoyad APC they killed twp more enemy, one
¢f them inside the track,

€/2/35 (~) moved from the Janding zone to the east linking with A/2/35,
By 15,0H, C Company was in contact with a well entrenched eneuy southwest of
A Company, During a stilf village fight that lssted more than an hour C
Company killed twenty-six armed enemy,. Meanwhile, A Company and C Troop 3/4
Cav had turned to the east and were pushing through the Bouthern edge of Vinh

26?

CoONFioEFNrIAL

P

ot iam v gt




““’75 lus
" A‘\h A Co.
C'ONFIDENTIRC ' op
DO‘: a VIn Y HienR))
Q 0 In) -

O g
D 0
»]
o vmu"""'(’“
} (W au
D o _
[ D n
J ]
l Q‘DD‘
1 0 Y0

CONFA\DENTIAL

Flom 42




v/

VIN

{
" meaD

Ace)\

_
R e e gt A e — -
e
et o e




CONFIOENTINL

$ August 1967
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for the period 19 thru 20 May 1967

Hien (3) toward Highway #1, After C Company had evacuated their wounded and
dead, they moved into the northern part of Vinh Hien (3), paralleling A Comw
pany!s route of movement, Just inside the hamlet, C Company endouitebed
another entrenched enemy slement. Helicopter rockets and small unit tactioce
eventua overcame the remaining VC force, and C Company established a oom=
bined perimeter in the paddy area east of the hamlet, See eketch # 2,

¢/3/L Cav had bcgun a sweep back toward the blocking position of the
recon platoon, At 2015H, Recon/2/35 end C/3/4 Cav (=) closed LZ LIZ to pro=-
vide FSB security. There wers no further incidents that night, An armed ACe
47 "Dragonship" reported on station at 2015H and his fires were directed by
CPT lanaing, Artillery was fired into the hamlet throughout the night to deny

. the enemy access to the remnants of the battle area,

At 210820H, the two companies began a systematic search of the hamlet end
other areas of contact, In:addition, before the villoge was destro each and
every bunker, spider hols, and hut wes' méthollically.-searched for's wfthe
enemy, By the time the hemlet had been rased, all enemy moterisl had been
svacuated or destroyed, (ne -tonof explosives was used to destroy the complex,

1, . Results:
(a) Friendly Losses:
l nA........'....s
g WIA............?‘.

2+ Enemy Losses = Peraonnel
2‘ moooono..c-.on.|-.89

b cn....l.......l.... 3

(c) Detained (suspects),l12
3. Enemy Losses
(& WeQPONSeeesssssssesl?

(b; mixed ammunition,..10,000 rds
(c ri“.'.cvoconoottoolsm lbs
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THE BATTIE OF TAN PHONG

At 270200H, the battalion CP was notified by the 52, 34 Brigade Task Force,
of a suspected enemy CP located in Tan Phong Haulet, Duc Pho District, Quang Ngai
Province, (BS735435). ' Since the organic forces of the battalion wers committed
some distance from the area of interest, the battalion commander, LTC Granger,
requested and received permission to insert the Blue Team, Troop B, 1lat Squadron
9th Cavalry, (umm.ﬁ The Blue Team, (an infantry platoon) was inserted by
combat assault east of the target into an LZ vic BS739435, at 1255H, Team Penn
(C/3< Cav (=) and the reconnaissance Platoon 2-35 Inf) located about ten kilo-
meters north of LZ LIZ was given the mission of reserve reaction force (RRF) for
the Blue Team to their south,

At 1300H, vic BS738439, the Blues reported observing thirty well armed and
quipped enemy with camouflaged uniforms, The Blues engaged the enemy platoon,
killed three and called for additional troop support to block what appeared to
be a withdrawing enemy, Team Penn, reacting to the call, immediately moved seouth
to block, Gunships from the weapons platoon B/1-9 Cav (Red Team) ware dispatched
to provide additional fire support, Artillery blocking fires were adjusted to
;he west of the contact to prevent enemy withdrawal in that direction, See sketch

3.

At 1340H, B/2-35 was released from OPCON B/1-9 Cav and returned to the 2/35
Inf, They were alerted to move by air to support the growing fight, At 1L00H,
the Blues had secured an LZ vic BS747472, and the 1ift ships carrying 1B/2-35
were enroute, At 1402H, the first helicopter carrying 1B landed amidst very
heavy enemy fire, The other five hellcopters were forced to circle out of the
area of contact, Ona# ship was hit and the pilot wounded, Despite his wounds,
the pilot was successful in landing his aircraft out of the battle area, 800
meters west of 12 LIZ. Recon (=) and two APC's from C/3~4 Cav were dispatched
from LZ LIZ to provide security for the ship, By 1415H, the Blues, heavily en=
gaged and suffering not only battle casualties but also heat dasualties, had.re
quested an emergency resupply of ammunition and water.. At 1430H, a 174th Aviation
Company HU=1D was loaded and over the srea of contact at an LZ secured by the Blue
. Team, As the helicopter was making itts approach it wes hit by a heavy burst of
enemy automatic weapons fire and subsequently creshed 200 meters south of the 1Z,
A squad of Blues successfully extracted the wounded crew from the burning ersft
before it exploded.

At 15454, Company B (=) was airlifted to the vicinity of the downed bird
¥h re it linked up with the remaining elements of Recon and C/3-l Cav, This
orce then deployed northwest to the hamlet where the Blues were heavily engaged
. ahd surrounded,

By 1607H, Tean Pcun had arrived .vom the north and was receiving fire from
‘the enemy, Dismonnting the battalion reconnaissance platoon, 3/4 Cav
moved about one thousand meters west end attacked frcm the northwest, Recon
sesaulted the enemy from the northeast, See sketch # 3. The enemy now emgeged
. from thres sides found himself:surrcundséd, They still persisted in their violent
attuck on the Blue Team and despite accurate gunship fire were able to inflict a
few more casualties, As the pressure grew more intense, the enemy slackened their
rate of fire and began to evade, The Recon platoon broke through the enemy lines
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for the period 27 May thru 30 May 1

and linked with the Blues, See sketch #4, Almost simultaneously, the AFCls,
inflicting heavy snemy losmes,. broke through to the northwest, Captain Pemn,

00, C/3=4 Cav, decided to withdraw the WIA's from the contact area to & secure

L2 where the wounded ocould be evacuated, Ae his slement with the WiA's in the
APG's moved through the perimeter, Captain Penn's tracks became surrounded, The
enemy undoubtedly thought they could stop the armor with their small arms but they
paid a huge price in lives bLefore they dimcovewed their error, The ormored eavalry
succeeded in securing an LZ and at 1620H, the tirst DUSTOFF wes completed,

At 1631H, B/2-35 (=) linked up with the friendly elements in the contact
ares (Tan Phong), After reorganization of the force, B Company deployed to the
north for a careful, detailed search for the enemy. Finding the enemy was not
diffioult as they continued to resist with heavy volumes of small arms and auto~
matic weapons fire, However, the enemy began using the many spider hhles and
oaves that infested Tan Phong in an cffort to sscape the closing force, As the

units approsached the northern end of the hamlet, an airstrike was called in Yy

LTC Granger on an enemy hamlet’ 500 meters north of Tan Phong, C/3-4 Cav was
directed to move to the northwest in an sttempt to move around the enemy and
black his withdrawal, In the meantime, Recon began receiing moderate fire

from the south, indicating the enemy had left a force behind, The Reconnaissance
Tlatoon turned back through Tan Phong while B/2-35 (-) continued to the hamlet!s
northern fringe. By this time the large enemy force (eatimeted dompany (+)

had pcattered and the units were receiving only light resistance, See sketch #5,

By 1900H, all elements closed in a perimeter vic BS730437, to be resupplied
and to extract the Blue Team, 2B was to be lifted in to replase the team, At
1918H, 2B attempted a touchdown but again only one bird was able to lond in the
face of enemy AW fire, It was decided that it was too risky to try the exchange,
Gunships, flareships, ond an armed AC=A7 reported on station, See sketch #6.

At 2100H, A/2-35 was airlifted from the beach to LZ LIZ where they assumed
responsibility for FSB security. All elements dug in for the night,

At 280315H, the force in Tan Phong came under a light enemy mortar attack.
Captain Penn, CO C/3-4 Cav, the only casualty , was mortelly wounded, Counter-
mortar fires from LZ LIZ and artillery fires by 2nd Bn Sth Arty were placed
effectively throughout the area, There was no further contact that night, In
Yiew of the enemy strength it was dacided to coomit further troops into the area
in the morning,

At 280938H, May 1967, C/1-35 (=) was placed OPCON 2-35 Inf and condicbed a
heliborne assault vic BS727477. Their assigned mission was to sweep south
along the base of the hill mass on the western border of the coastal plain, a
Jikely avenue of withdrawal., Recon/2-35 conducted a heliborne assault at 1055H
west of C/1~35 (=) BSTL5465 and was assigned to sweep the ridge lines and draws
in the hill mnsses to the northwest of Tan Phong, A/2-35 departed 12 LIZ on a
sweep to the west not only to sid B/2-35 in the search of the battlefield, but
also to establish contact, C/3-L Cav waa assigned blociking positicns southeash
of Recon, The Blue Team was extracted oad raplaced by 23 at CS1F, Sece sketch

The simultaneous swespa of the Tan Phong area on the 268th produced seyeral
small contacta. However, fire support by the gunships of the 17Lth Aviation
Company and B/1-9 Cav (Airmobile) accounted for the vast majority of the enamy dead,
ewpm;‘unm. .

Catl

75

et ot ekt i e el




CoNFIDENTIAL

CINK UP AT TAMN PROMEAT 20/600H My g B

QoNFIDENTIR L

70

# 4

i e




CONFIDSNTIAL

ASSAWNT AND SWEEC P OF Tan PrHowG
Ara 463/

et s

77
CONFIDENTIAL #5

—— — — S




P ety menpeing —n e

T L AR b Gt i 4 v v -yt

CONE'DENTI AL

SvsPEcteD RowreE
ENEMY WITHDRAW,

REVRGAM ZATION AND bansummaﬂ
,&o TA N ProONnG 1

| RE MW ANDE ;
R Ty
V 7002 FungEuma

v

CONT AR WTIRL

7§




CuNFIOF NI AL

5 August 1967
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for the period 27 May-thru 30 May 1967

A prisoner and a Hoi Chanh identified the enemy unit as the 60th Bn lst VO
Regiment, Undoubtedly, the majority of the battalion was in the area, As the
2=35 Inf elements pursued the enemy, they forced him to break into the clsarings
and rice paddies, The rockets and machidsgun fire of the armed Hueys killed or
wounded all observed enemy. The units on the ground forced the enemy into hiding
to avoid the increasing onslaught, Efforts to cepture prisoners fziled as the
enemy repeatedly fought to the doath, By the end of the doy, 87 sneny lay dead
on the battlefield, killed for the most part by the gunships, A/2=35 end C/3~4
Cav swept back to LZ LIZ where they provided FSB security, Recon/2-35 was
placed OPCON to B/2-35, ‘

By 2215H, all elements were in position, B/2-35 with OPCON of Recon occupied
four ambush sites at the mouth of the Song Tra Cau Valley: Recon located vic
BST7134243 2B located vic BST12425; B (=) located vic BS713433; and 3B located
vic BS7154,38, C/1-35 hed three ambushes north of highwey 515 positioned along
the road, See skeétch #7,

At 290240H May 1967, the ambush of Company B (=), located vicinity BS713433
came under intense enemy ground and mortar atteck, See sketch # 8, Using
camouflage and stealth, at least one enemy compeny surrounded the ambush position
undetected. The enemy initiated the attack with accurate'mortar fire, Efforts
to counter the mortar fire with their own 60mm mortar and the 4.2 mortar platoon
from LZ LIZ proved useless, The enemy was using at least two mortars which
could not be located, As the mortars were raining their deadly fire, the enegy—:
began a coodinated ' ground attack, Captain Ralph L, Walker, CO Company B,
although mortally wounded by the initial mortar attack, rallied his men into a
perimeter and requested artillery fire support, His courage and detemminetion
provided the catalyst for the initial defense of the position and undoubtedly
prevented the unit from being overrun, Captain Walker died forty mimtes later.
When the unit moved from its lineer ambush into a perimeter it inadvertently _
closed around an enemy position, The two enemy were swiftly killed, At O300H,
Medevac was requested t6 come to 1Z LIZ where it would remoin on alert until the
contact area was secure, At the same time the aircraft commander of the armed
AC=)7 "Dragonship" reported that he would be in the area of contact at 0320H,
Armed UH-1Cs were on station with a helicopter flare ship and begen firing under
the guidance of the 2nd platoon lender, who h~d assumed command, "The enemy
continued to fire his mortars although the volums was not as heavy, Efforts to
locote these mortars proved fruitless. It was later discovered that the enemy
hnd used a mud hut as a firing pit. A hole two feet in diameter was out in the
roof through which he fired his rounds. This tzctic prevented o¢bservation of the
muzzle flash and because of the muffled noise, made it virtually impossible to
determine with accuracy how far away the mortars were, Meanwhile, the gunships
concentrated their fire on ten enemy in a rice paddy., As the enemy attack .
intensified, the men from B Company threw white phosphorus grenades to mark the =
proximity of an enemy automatic weapons position., This enabled the armed heli-
copters from the 174th Aviation Corpeny and B/1/9 Cav (Airmobile) to engege the
enemy accurately. At 0325H it was decided to move the rest of B Company end the
Recormaissance pistoon to reinforse the besiegsd plotoon, At C346H, LTC Cranger,
over the contact aree in his command sad contirol hellicopten decided to acrmit
€/2/35 (=) in a reinforcing action from the east, All elements, as they moved
toward the point of contact, made light contact which resulted in several more
enemy dead, At OLO5H, a medevac helicopter carrying the compeny executive officer
successfully made it into the perimeter and evacuated three uounded.’ On its
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arrival 1Lt Russel Chapmon assumed command, The departure of the medevao
signaled 2 renewcd enemy attack, At OLOMH 1Lt Chapmsn wvas wounded in the head,
but courageously continued in command, At O411H, Recon and 1B attempting ta
break through the attack from the soutiwest case under intense sutamatioc uugou
fire, MNaneuvering against the position, the recomnaiseance platoon overran it
and captured a.30 cal,1¢ machinegun, This was the lsst strong effort made by
the enemy to block the relisf force, At O434H, the enemy tried for the last time
to break through'the units staunch pesrimeter., Hegspaulted in mess from the east
under a murderous barrage of enemy mortar fire, Some of the enemy broks through
the lines and into the parimeter but that is where they died, Orders were issued
that no one would leave their foxholes so thet if anyons was seen moving in the
perimeter he would be enemy, The tactic worked, At OLL6H, the contact hed
lightsned considersbly, A wedevas arrived over the ‘area and landed in the 12
anidst suppressive fire from the perimeter, . By 0550H, all contact hrd been
broken by the enemy, the casualties had been evacuated and a resupply of ammmition
had been effected. At 0S17H, C/3/4 Cav, with one platoon A/2/35 departed LZ LI2
on two separate axes to the weat to sweep the flanks of the contact area and
mt;'bmht al #ggnuct with the enemy, At 0827H, C/1/35 closed with B/2/35,

8 C »

At 0845H, B/1/9 Cav was placed OPCON 2/45 Inf, The Biue Platoon conducted
a eombat assavlt vic BS694L23 and moved east along the Song Tra Cau Valley into
the prepared blocking poeitions of C/1/35 and C/3/4 Cav at the mouth of the valley

“floor. A/2/35 swept south and southwest of the point of contact detaining large

numbers of military age moles who were hiding in &, Buddhist temple, They also
dliecovered five tons of stored rice in the same temple, The remaining elements °
made light contact whila flushing the Viet Cong from btunkers, caves, and tunnels,

At 1030H, Company B was extracted by helicopter and taken to LZ montesuma
where they met their new CO, Captain lindsey, At 1800H, A/2/35, C/3/4 Cav, and
Recon/2/35 closed 1Z 1IZ, C/1/35 closed to a night location about 800 meters west
soutiwest of 1Z LIZ, :

At 300930H May 1967, C/1/35 crossed the Song Tra Cau River, the southern AO
line, and was returned to the control of the 1/35 Inf, .

Results of the three day contact were as follows:
(1) Friendly casualties:

3 KIA
27 WIA
1 DOW

(2) Enemy losses, perscnnel:

116 KIA
8 CIA
119 DPetained

(3) Enemy losses, weapons:
'“M. q M Y T, RPN e
mortar V/!mt-¢oicoootl g"
B=40 rocket launcher.eecvsesl
RPD IMGeeosvssnvasovecscsaes]
'°a1 30 m.llo.."..oo-on-.gl
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Individual: 34 | .

hrbim, M=1 .30 calescccecesed f
Carbine, M=2 430 Calesecscecee? "
7.62 smoooo.oo-ooooooooooloom ’
AK=l7os0e000s00000s00000vc0s0es

secscsaccasscnscenssessnnceld
M=~79, 4Om,Gli.cosbosssenacees

MG, 'l'y'po WKNOWNsessseessesesl
Phwl’ m.........l....'....l
7.62, Soviet cnbiﬂﬁ. Y

Mosin Nﬂg‘ﬂt...o.-oo'oo.noo-ool
7462, SMG, PPSH~leseeensncecel i
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