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- DEBPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HI'ADOUAIT'IIS. 18T MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION (ARS)
APO Sen Prencisce 96307

AVGI-ACO 14 Novembar ‘967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period. Ending 31 October 1957

(RCS C3FOR-65) (U)

TO: Commanding General.
Mmited States Army Vietnam
ATTN:  AVHGC-DH
AFC 96375

(U) The fcllowing report is submitted in accordence with USARYV Regula'tion
1.-19, 8 February 1967, '

SECTION I

OBGANTZATION ACTIVITIZS
is (U} Tho organisational structure of the 1st Military Intelligence Battal-

4on (Alr Reconnaissance Support) is indicated in inclosure 1. The Battalion is

ewgmised under TOE 30-5D, 30-6D, 30=7D, and USARPAC General Orders Nr. 231, 23

Septembar 1966.
2. (G} The Battalion engaged in operatiocns in the performance of its mis-

o

oiaon during the entire reporting period, a total of 92 days.

3, (G) On 16 October 1967, by USARV Ceneral Orders Nr. 5273, CS8, 1st Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion (ARS) (PLD A) was designated a major subordinate unit
of USARV, Praviously, the Battalion had been subordinate to the 525th MI Group
for command and adninistration, Operational Gontrol remains, as before, with

MACY J2, This action was taken as part of the reorganisation of the intelligence .

structure within USARV,

4. (U) During the reporting period the Battalion underwent its amnual IG
inapection. 7The overall results were deemed satisfactory, with many aress
raceiving a rating of excellent or superior.

Ss (U) On 10 September 1967, the Commanding Officer, 525th ML Oroup, tecon=
manded the Battalion for a second award of the Meritorious Unit (ommendation for
osritoricus service in Vietnam from Septenmber 1966 through July 1967. Thie recom
mandation is now being reviewed by higher headquarters.

6. (U) Ite following change im command occurred during the raporting perioed.
CPT Almmso B, Robinson assumed commmnd of Beadquarters and Headquarters Company

Foluaw GY Malvin B. Kriesel, Jv, on 31 August. Downgraded at 3 yesr Interuels
- e acmedh bl sGERs & W -
(Teraa63 (CONFIDENTIAL L D0 Dik ssupuo ™
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Ogn Report for Quarterly Poriod Bnding 31 October 1967

osroR-65) (U) J‘

7. (U) The following changes in key persomnel ocourred during the repore
ting periods

. & On 21 August, MAJ Robert V. Taylor became the Executive Officer,
£illing the position left vacant vhen LTC Anthony F. Matta assumed commend of
the Battalion on 1 July.

b, On'15 October, MAJ Goorgo Jo Walker became the Executive Officer,
replacing MAJ Thylor. ,

6s On 21 August, CPT Melvin E, Kriesel, Jr; became the S1, replacing
WO1 Wade R, Miller, - : .

d, On 15 October, 1LT Karl S. Halter became the S1, replacing CPT
Kriesel,

: 0o Om 21 August, MAJ Yadlo M, Massalni becams the 32/3, replacing MAJ
ulor.

£. On 29 October, ‘MA. Clarence E, Embrey became the S2/3, replacing

' MAJ Massabni.

ge On 5 Mugust, MAJ George J. Walker became the Senior Air Recon-
naissance Liaison Officer (SARLO), replacing CPT Alfred Biegel.

he On 29 October, MAJ Calvin L. Korf became the SARLO, £illing the
position left veacant vhen MAJ Walker became the Executive Officer.

i. On 1 October, SGM Christy J. Moyers became the Battalion Sergeant
Major, replacing SGM Ivan A. Williams,

8. (C) The primary mission, that of providing tactical interpretation,
reproduction, and aerial delivery of imagery and related materials resulting
from tactical air reconnaissance operations within the Republic of Vietnam, was
successfully accomplished during the reporting period. Support has been rendered
“m’m’mmpamimu,“m“wusm’ dr,l.lﬂnl'll
elements throughout the four Corps Tactical Zones. Significant operational statis~
tios and 1llustrative examples of the numerous types of regular and special sup-
port provided by MIBARS to requesting units are presented below,

Nr of targets interpreted = 5,525 Nr of II Reports - 1,836

Nr of prints interpreted - 257,311 Nr of items reported - 10,855

Nr of mosaics constructed - 87 Pt of photo paper processed - 688,204
~ Nr of aircraft sorties = 1,456 Pounds of cargo hauled - 57,222

(aerial deliveries)

( Boquutl for aerial imagery filled with photography 038:110
MBS0/ T00) CONFIDENTIAL ,f724%8 Detacimest -
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b. MIBARS personnel were yrovided to other units 1:on request to provide
instruction in hend-held caomera and 341 £film processing tecliniquesj to assist in
familiarization with the aerial reconnailssance system and to perform interpret::tion
of imagery resulting from newly implemented hand-held camere programs.

c. Hand-leld photography (35mm) wus taken, processed, and disseminated by
MIBARS in support of numerous roguesting units throughout the four Corps Tactical
Zones (CTZ) for operational planning, targeting interrogation, and other purposes.

d, Spoclal studies and mosalcs for use in offensive operations, defensive
planning, engineer surweys and other purposes have been provided to various units at
their request.

e, Tactical Exploitation Teams were provided upon request to support
tactical units in particular operations, The teams consist of skilled image
interpretation and rhotographic personnel who can develop intelligence responsivcly
from hand-held photcgraphy in a fast moving operational situation,

f. The Battalion continued to provide informal logistical assistance
(photographic equipment and expendable supplies) to requesting units to aid in the
implamentation of organic hand-held camera programs.

9. (C) Operations of the Headquarters II Section continue to be fully integra-
ted with those of the II Section of the 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing (TRW) at
Tan Son Nat and Phu Cat., Irmediate rhoto readout and Irmediate Photo Interprete-
tion Reports (IPIRs) are produced by these joint sections on all imagery resulting
fron reconnaissance missions of 460th TRW aircraft. The types of imagery interpre-
ted include photo, Red Haze and SLAR {in-country only). The primary purpose of
ti:ese sections' operations is to provide a "soon as possible" report of all signi-
ficant enemy indicators and activity., Often these reports are "hot", indicating
immediate steps to be taken by the arprorriate cormander, Such reports are tic i~
phonically communicated to the appropriate command intclligence officer. Alterna-
tively, there are teletype faciiities available A diapositive and duplicate neg-
ative are subsequently produced and forwarded to the appropriate MIBARS detachment
for further md more detailed interpretation and reporting (Supplemental Fhoto
Interpretation Reports - SUPIR) on photo missions only. The MIDARS detachments also
produce any reprints requ:sted by supported units. The prints are delivered to the
units (down to division/separate brigade level) by the Headnuarters Delivery Fla-
toon, vhich is presently equipped with seven U=(A Beaver aircraft (8 authorized).

10. (C) During the reporting period, arrangements were completed to per-
nit the Battalion direct access to the MACV COC teletype net., Access was granted
beginning 15 September. The net is used by the Headouarters II Section for the
transmisc~inn of mission reports and immediate photo interpretation reports. Prior
to 14 Sep €7 aerial reconnaissance intelligence was disseminated through the
regular cuummnications center teletyre net. It had been found that often considera-
vle and unacceptable delay occurred before the inteiligence report reached the
addressee, The new a-rangement enables the tactical cormander to receive intel-
ligence in the shortest possible time,

3
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SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quartorly Period Ending 31 October 1967
. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

11, (C) During the reporting perind 1at MIBARS participated in Project
Neutralige, which was a joint Army, Air Force, and Marine project to locate and
destroy enemy positions in the DMZ, in the vicinity of Con Thien, II support was
rendered by the Battalion to the project. New aerial reconnaissance techniques
were employed by the Air Force and Marines to obtain photography by whinh targets
could be pin-pointed for artillery and aerial bombardment, Additional iragery was
obtained to use for location of positions and post-stirike comparative coverage.

* The reconnalssance and interpretation support proved invaluable in locating and

destroying the enemy positions and rtillery pieces in the DMZ, which were bring-
ing pressure on .he Marine outpost .t Con Thien,

12, (C) Detachment A, since 1 July 1967, has been plotting all installa-
tions, activitles and defenses read out from US Army, US Air Force, and VNAF
imagery flown within the III CTZ to produce a reference data base document in a
convenient format, This data base document is composed of 1:50,000 map sheets
covering the entire III CTZ, with adjoining reference data composed of item nume
ber, mission number, target number, mission data, coordinates, Detachment film
library numbcr, and description of sighting., With this graphic and reference
information, requustors can examine specific areas of interest, noting all activity
occurring within a three month period, by date of sighting, and if dcsired, can
request reprinis of specific missions by film library number. The data base charts
are updated as information 1s received and the nn+1ra document is re-published
quarterly; the first publicatiorn, daied 1 (ciclir, lLias been distributed to supported
uniis throughout the III Corps Tactical Zone and to selected MACV and CONUS agencies.,

13, (C) During the reporting period, Detachment B achieved many notable
successed with its hand-held camera program. In one particularly significant case,
a massive area of storage romplexes and defensive VC positions was discovered just
outside of the Da Nang TACR, Th's information resulted in initiation of tactical
air strikes and greatly increase surveillance in the subject arca. The informa-
tion gained from the imagery will also provide an ercellent data base for frierdly
ground forces which are scheduled to ocoupy and secure that area in the near future.
In another instance, a Detachment observer/photographer made visual reconnaissance
sightings considered of major imrortance to the 1st Marine Division, Hand-held
rhotographs of hostile rocket launch sites in the Da Lang area were published in the

CICV Pictorial Study (ST 67-082), VC/VNA Rocket Artillerv.

14. (C) Detachment © has provided hand-lheld photosraphy support tc Company 7,
5th Special Forccs Group, and the US Navy Fatrol Boat River Base 116, which have
been successful in thelr operations «nd defense planning due in large part to the
intelligenco informution ained from this program. Increosed hard-held photogreaphy
support has been rendered to the IV CTZ Advisor and te the 13th Aviation Battalion.
Particular assistance was rendered to the II Section of the 244th Aviation Compeny,
an OV-1 MMokawk unit recently arrived in-country and co-located with the Detachment,

15, (C) Detachment D, working with the 64th Engineer Detachment (Terrain),
has continued a joint project during the reporting period, Operation Green Thumb,
The operation is a special study to determine vegetation classification, to include
forest typing ~nd the delineation of agricultural areas. Information from the study
vill be used in determining artillery fuze sett*ngs for cangpy penetration and for
defollation of selected and potential agricultiial areas. The oreration is being

. CONFIDENTIAL
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conducted in Binh Dinh Province vtilizing black and white, color and camouflage
detection f£ilm, During the reporting period, the Detachment began developing a
rrogram of training for the II Corps ARVN units in hand-held photography. The
program will be established at Division/Zone/Sector level when fully operational,

A hand-held camera program introduction team consisting of an observer/photographer
from the Detachment, a representative from the G2 Air Advisor Section end a rep-

_ resentative from ARVN II Corps Image Interpretation Branch will conduct the training,

16, (C) The Battalion is continuing its program of designing and implementing
courgses of instruction to assist personnel in accomplishing their duties in support
of the aerial rcconnaissance effort in Vietnam, The In-Country Imagery Interpreta-
tion Course (IXIC) is5 being revised to meet the needs of all partieipating units,
Instructor support is obtained from CICV, 460th TRW, and Compass Eagle for special
blocks of instruction. The course serves the primary purpose of acquainting newly
arrived personnel with Vietnam imagery and shortening the "break-in period" of 60-
90 days, which has previously been the time required for a new II to learn on his
own the unique features of the area. During the reporting period 6 IIIC courses
were given; 61 students received the training, The course has been received favor-
ably % those personnel having attended it, In addition, the MIBARS School contin-
ues a regularly scheduled G2 Air course which provides a besic working knowledge
of the Aerial Reconnaissance System, as it ja designed and fynctions in Vietnam
to the many personnel performing G2/S2 Air duties with little or no prior experience.
During the reporting period, 3 G2 Air Courses were givenj <Y siuuenuvs receiveu
the training, Courses on the ES-38 and the Tactical Imagery Interprctation Facil-
ity (TIIF) are given when requested by units for their personnel. The ES-38 Course
provides photnsraphic persomnel with a knowledge of organizational maintenance and
repair teciiiiques related to the ES-38 Photographic Darlaroom Group and the equipment
contained therein, One ES-38 organizational maint nance course was held during the
reporting period; 11 students received the training. On 30 October a special two-
week course in direct and general support maintenance procedures on the ES-38 was
begun. The purpose of the special course is to traim 'maintenance personnel of
support units of the 1st Logistical Command, which recently has been assigned
higher echelon maintenance responsibility for the ES-38., Only ten personnel atten-
ded the course, The TIIF Course provides a course of instruction on the TIIF and
its components. THe ES-38 Course and TIIF Course are presented by manufactier:!
technical representatives in MIBAL {:cilities, under the auspices of the Battalion,
The MIBARS school fills an important gap in turning the newly arrived personnel
into proficient technicians, in the counterinsurgency environment in Vietnan,

17. (C) The 460th TRW is planning to.locate a Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron at Phu Cat Air Base sometime after 1 January 1968. As a consequence of
this redeployment of the tactical reconnaissance effort, the 1st MIBARS is taking
appropr ite action to co-locate an operational ARS Detachment at this site (para-
graph ‘€, below). During the past quarter, the 1st MIBARS has provided personnel
for a joint Army/Air Force II Section, which is already operational at Phu Cat. At
Fhu Cat, an operational turn-around capability has been placed into effect. This
oapability enables tactical reconnaissance airecraft to fly in-country missions from
Tan Son Nhut Air Base and land and unload imagery at Phu Cat rather °lan return’ng
to Tan Son Nhut. A second mission is flown on the return flight and imagery obuained
is unloaded at Tan Son Nbut, This turn-around procedure permits not only the capa-
bility of flying additional targets and at least 30 minutes more time over the tar-
get, but also more expeditious processing and dissemination of the intelligence
information extracted from the imagery obtained from the photo reconnaissance mission,

- 5. .
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SUBJECTs - Operatio=~1 Report for Quarterly Period Bnding 31 October 1967
(RCS CSFOR-68) (U)

18. (C) The 45th MI Detachment (ARS) is scheduled to arrive in-country dur=-
ing the period 23-27 November 1967, It is presently programmed to be situated at
Pleiku. However, this headquarters has requested that this decision be reconsid-
ered in the light of the fact that the 460th TRW is planning to locate a full Tac-
tical Reconnaissance Squadron at Phu Cat Air Base, which is already being utiliszed
on a limited basis. It will be in keeping with the tactical ARS doctrine to co-
locate the new detachment at Phu Cat. Some of the II personnel in the new unit will
be integrated with the existing II Section already at Phu Cat, while the remainder
will be phased into the operations of the other detachments. This procedure will.
speed the training of the newly arrived II persounel and will provide the additional
benefit of alleviating the “rotational hump® problem experienced by all units a
Yoar after arrival in RVN,

19. (C) During the reporting period, 1st MIBARS was tasked by J2 and the
Science Advigor, MACV, with the field evaluation of new photographic equipment and
processes developed by the Advanced Research Projects Agency %:;PA), Office of the
Secretary of Defense. The evaluation project has been designated Project CESARO.
MIBARS is in the process of testing, or as test manager, supervising the testing of,
the following equipment: Dynalens stabilized 2j-to-12 power binoculars and 1000mn
telephoto monocular; Dynalens stabilized Nikon F 35mm camera with 500mm telephoto
lens; modified Asahi Pentax 35mm camera with 200mm telephoto lens nnd Nikon 35mm
camera with 500mnm telephoto lens, from which projected color images can be obtained
from black and white transparencies (black and white to color system); and a night
photo laser system, consisting of a starlight scope for targeting, a pulsed laser
for illumination of the target, and a Nikon F 35mm camera with 500mm telephoto lens
to record the image. MIBARS is also evaluating a photo developing process which is
intended to extend the range of response of normal panchmomatic black and white film,
thus revealing information otherwise lost., The evaluation program has been divided
into three phases; a preliminary planning phase, consisting of a series of ::~ t:n:s3
of interested partios and preparation of a tentative test plan, prior to the arrival
of the equipment in-coun*=v on 22 October; a controlled evaluation phase, during
wvhich time the manufacturcs’ echnical representatives are on hand to instruct in
the operation and mainténante of the squipment; and an operational evaluation phase,
during vhich the equipment is to be utilized operationally by the MIBARS detachments
to mee\ tactical intelligence requirements of supported tactis 1 units. However,
only that equipment that has proven tc be opsrationally usefu. 4ll be evaluated
at the MIBARS Detachments. In addition, MIBARS is working wit. other Army, Air
Force, Marine and Navy elements in testing the equipmert and finding operational
applications for it. Evaluation repcrts by all elements participating in the test-
ing will be forwarded through MIBARS, as the test manager, to the ARPA Field Unit,
Vietnan. As of this data, the test prc¢.cam is in the controlled evaluation phase.
The principal problem 2w *-ral thus far has been that of obtaining a helicopter
to perform the required vontrolled tests of the binoculars and camera equipment;
hovever, a helicopter has now been provided for the period 10-15 November., A num-
ber of less significant problems have arisen, most of which could have been avoided
had adequate information regarding the nature of the equipment, particularly its
physical sise and power requirements, been provided prior to its arrival in-country.
Since the initial evaluation is still in progress, no conclusive findings have been
made. However, preliminary results indicate that the binooulars, night photo laser
system, and black and white to color system may have useful applications in meeting
intelligence requirements in Vietnam.

‘-.l-.&ll-dll
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20, (C) The Battalion Special Projects Fhotographic Team and Detachment person-
nel continue field test and evaluation programs to develop more sophisticated terh-
niques to enhance the capabilities of the Hand-Held (35mm) Camera Program. Theae
test programs include the use of different lenses and film combinations to provide
greater resclution under difficult lighting conditions, IExperimentation is also
being cairied out in the area of film processing to produce a product of even better
quality than is now available, Many of these programs are integrated with those of
-civilian R&D efforts in this area of mutual concern. This evaluation is being con-
ducted in addition to that being performed as part of Project CESARO (para 19, above).

21, (C) The ES=38 reproduction facility continued to be a ‘source of many probe-
lems during the past quarter, as it has been previcusly. The climate and constant
operation of the facility has caused deterioration of the floors and the sides of the
shelter., The reproduction equipment frequently has to be removed to facilitate repairs.
In seeking a solution to this operational problem, Detachment A has moved its repro-
duction equipment to a semi-permanent, air-conditioned building with a concrete floor,
close to their ES-38 shelter. It has been found that working conditions are far super-
ior in the building and the potential for damage to the ES=38 is eliminated. Since the
mobility requirements of the ARS Detachment in Vietnam are limited, this temporary
solution to the recurring ES-38 problem may be workable until the projyer modification
of the ES-38 can be made to preclude the destructive action of chemicals and clinate
to the structure. This solution would not be possible in a situation requiring fre=-
quent displacement by the ARS Detachment,

22. (C) During the rerarting period, progress was made in gathering mate.ials
to supplement the MIBARS [n-C unixy Imagory Intercretation Kav, as part of the program
to constantly up-date and provide the latest in intelligence reference material in
support of the reconnaissance effort., The key, which was published during the previ-
ous quarter, has been incorporated into the POI of the MIBARS I n-Country Imagery Inter-
pretation Course (IIIC), It has been a significant and valuable addition to that
course and an aid to the personnel engaged in lmagery interpretation in intelligence

units.

23, (C) The Battalion is in the process of compiling material for Hand-Held
photography and Observers' Handbooks which will supplement existing manuals. These
publicationa will be authoritative references for hand-held photographers and aerlial

obs: rvers “uscd on the experience derived from Battalion rarticipation in the tac-
tical reconnaissance effort in the Republic of Vietnam, T iblication of the Hand=-
Held Photography Handbook is planncd for December 1967, while the Aerial O'bserverd
Handbook will be published in January 1968,

24, (C) The Battalion is cortinuing its program of supplying imegery, II
reports and related training materials to various CONUS amencies. Actual RVN imagery
and associated reports provide invaluable training material for use both at USAINTS,
Fort Holabird, and by units engegcd in training in CCONUS,

25, (U) The Battalion has continued its civic assistance program by means of
donations of toys, socap, clothing, books and other items to various orphanages; pro=-
vision of English instruction by MIDARS personnel in Vietnamese night schools; assis~
tance in construction of school facilities; and assistance from the HHC Motor Section
in renovating the orrhanages' vehicles.

' 7
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SECLICN 2
Part 1

26, (U) pPerscmnel. i,
27, () oerationa.
L T e e

¢ Use of Ihu Cat as turn-around point for 'Mr Force tactical reconnaissance
1lights.

Discugsion: During the reporting period, the 4oOth TR began using I'hu Cat a3 a
turn-around point for aircraft flying rcconnaisscnce missions in T CTZ2 and in the
northern half of 1I CTZ., The aircraft lands at Fhu Cat, the photcgraphy is unloaded,
nev £iln is loaded, and the aircraft is refuc. = The pilot i5 debricfed on his
first mission and is briefod on a second missic... .t tie end of iiis sceond mission,
he lands at Tan 3on Nhut. Tals procelurc parmits et locst 3C minvtes rmore airovuft,
timo over targets in the nortiern hali of Scuth Viciram tlhar under the rrevicuy
proeeduré ! hich is siill fcllowed in pard). licewecr permitidng, olr £ligats per
day aré presently scicduled te land at ard tuke off fror Ilw Cav. It hus Lesr noted,
however, that occasicnally the -ilot vali-g off from Tha Cab I -ssign.d o reccn-
naissance target in III or IVCTZ rather than one in ti:e norti.rr Lolf of uhe comwde
try. Target azsigoment is made Uy the lcudruaruwors, 46Cta T,

Caro - v Maximm denefit Srem WB2s oorecrcimd [ pocnure w1 b reclised 47

evely colort ic made to asoiyn targals In Jie norliern half of So.uh Victrnam 1o the
rllots teking off from Fun Cat,

Buployment of Tagtical Ixploitation Teams (TET)

dtap: The Battalion provides Tactical Exploitation Teams t- supporttactical units,
upon request.

¢ During the reporting period, 1st MIBARS continued its previously devel-
oped operational concept of rroviding TET's to supported tactical units, The remest
for a TET must originate with the unit. * tesm will be furished if MIBARS, ecncid.
ering its primary mission, can provide the qualified psrs-:nel and special rhoto-
graphic and reproduction equipment recuii 4., Tha ceam normally consists of an image
interpreter ~nd photo reproduction specialist, .ither of which may be ~ualified as an
aerial observer/photographer (hand-held)., The principle of TET operations is to fur-
nish the image interpreter with all the available intelligence data -:rtinent to the
particular area of operatior. This data may come from order of battle, PW interroga-
tion, agent reports, or other sources. When this intelligence background is used to
assist in the interpretation of hand-held rhotography specially flown in support of
the operation, timely and reliable intelligence of considerable value to the opera-
tional cormander results. During the past auarter, MIBARS TET's were not called
upon to the =ame extent as in the past. In particular, TET's have not been -eques-
ted in suppert of ARVN operations, perhaps because they are generally of tor short
duration. Tha Rattnlion has continued to experiment with the TET concept, in order

to improve its capabilities. CONHBE““AL B
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Obasrvatiar: Information regarding the capabilities and availability of TET support
should be disseminated more widely, as there are many potentia. applications through-
out Vietnan,

Blanning for a Tactical Exploitation Team Qperation
iiams Flanming factors must be considered in preparing to provide TET support,

t In order to provide optimum TET support, the following preparation
mst be made in the planning stage:

(1) Close 1llaison must “e established with the unit to be supported.
A briefing on the operation must he rrovided to the team at the earliest ormortunity
so that the necessary intelligence base can be developed. A preliminary vi:it,
should be made to the forward base from which the oreration will be conductdd.

(2) Sufficient time shou:: be allowed Tor development of the intel-
ligence base and to establish equipment needs.

(3) Billeting and messing arrangements must be made,.

(4) A sufficient supply of water must be made available at the
operational base. .

(5) A sufficiently large print dryer must be made ava’l::!.

(6) Frovision must be made to maintain the eguipment to be utilised
and to protect it from dust, humidity, and rust.

(7) If the operation is to continue over an extended period, provision
should be made for rotating team members, so that additional Detachment personnel
may benefit from the training aspect of the operation. Overlap between arriving and
departing team members 'is necessary.,

Obaervation: Consideration of the above factors will contribute significantly to
the successful accomplishment of the TET mission.

a C S t

Jiag: The Battalion provides support to the Hand-Held Camera Program.

t Use of hand-held, 35mm photcararhy has proven invaluable in providing
timely intelligence to tactical ecommanders. 1st MIBARS supports the lland-Held Camera
Program by training tactical unit personnel in utilization of the equipment and in
processing the film, by providing processing, printing, and interpretation support
when required, and by actually performing the aerial photographic mission, in the
supported unit's or FAC aircraft, when the tactical unit is not capable of flying
the missions. The Hand-Held Camera Frogram is an integral part of the TET concept,

9
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It is anticipated that thé Hand-Held Program will take on added importance during
the monsoon season, as the cloud cover will often preclude Air Forse reconnaissance

coverage of targets,

Ohsarvations Information regarding the capabilities of the Hand-Held Camers Program
should be disseminated more widely, to encourage commanders to make maximum use of
this source of intelligence.

* CONFIDENTIAL \ ",

Exoject Neutralize

Jtem: 1lst MIBARS provided two image interpreters to assist in the interpretation of
imagery flown in support of Project Neutralize,

Discussions Project Neutralize demonstrated the great value of a concentrated effort
to obtain intelligence required to defeat the enemy. MIBARS has the skilled inter-
preters capable of performing the required interpretation.

Observations The concept of Project Neutralize can be profitably employed in other
key tactical situations., lst MIBARS has the capability of making a significant con-
tribution to such special projects.

Reproduction Section Overations

itenms Inproved oporatioul location for the ES-38 reproduction equipment organic
to MIBARS.. -

Dlscuasions Difficulties in the operation and maintenance of the ES-38 Photographic
Darkroom Group, as discussed in previous quarterly operational reports, continue

to be encountered, Deterioration of the equipment and its shelter is a major concern
vhen operating from the van, Recommendations for modifications have been previously
made and have been accepted by DA; however, none of these modifications have as yet
been implemented., Modified ES-38 facilities are still expected to arrive in-country
during the next quarter. To improve operations and protect the ES-38 shelter, two
of the MIBARS Detachments have obtained a semi-permanent building, air-conditioned,
with a concrete floor, and have moved the reproduction ecuipment from the vans into

the building,

¢ So long as the mission in a counterinsurgency enviromment does not re-
quire great mobility by the MIBARS Detachments, moving the equipment out of the ES-38
into a suitable building is a good solution to the problem, Operations are found to
be improved, due tp better working conditicns, greater space, and reduced mainten-
ance problenms,

28. (C) Iraining apd Organization
MIBARS In-Country Imagery Internretation Key

Itep: In the previous quarter, lst MIBARS published and distributed its In-Country
Imagery Interpretation Key.

¢ The previously existing requirement for publication of an imagery in-
terpretation key depicting terrain, cultural features, production, construction

CONFIDENTIAL 10
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7 G and li.utuv activities peculiar to Vietnam has been satisfied by the publication

and distritution of the MIBARS Key, An additional 50 copies were printed during
this reporting period, due to high demand for the key. The need still exists
to up-date and lupplmnt the existing key on an as-reruired basis,

OChaearvations MIBARS has instituted an appropriate rrogram to supplement the present
key and provide support through revision when necessary,

| Asxial Cbservers' Handbock
Itams ¥o convenient guide dealing with identification of in-country visual

reconnaissance tu-goto, is presently available for training of ond use by aerial
observers,

mps Aerial observers are flying visual reconnaissance missions over Viete
Fre ir ory often, these porsomnel have had little training to rrepare them for
oir duties.

Obaervaticns Experience har ' 1 “e need for a ccmprehensive, yet convenient
bandbook *+~ train aerial observers in the basic techni-ues of observation and in
making .de akification of indigenous targets.

Itan: No effective system exists for allocating the available spaces in the MIBARS
In-Country Imagery Interpretation (IIIC) and G2 Air Courses,

Discussion: Although the availability of spaces in these courses has besn publi-
cised by higher headquarters, no procedur: has »een established Yo insure that the
available spaces are used nr even to insure that MIBARS is informed of how many
students to expect for a given course. As thinrs stand now, it is not until the
last student arrives late Sunday night that this headquarzers knows the number of
students that will attend the course beginning the next diy.

(1) MIBARS ¢ snducts the IIIC twice each wonth and the G2 Air Course
once each month,

(2) A maximum of 20 studens can he accomnodated at each course. A
clua of 15 students is the optimm numbar.

(3) II perscnnel newly assign:d to Vietnam for the first time ahould
attend the IIIC within 45 days of arrival ln-country.

(4) Experience has shown that toth courses materially assist the respec~
tive personnel in the performance of their duties. Based on course critiques and the
availability of new information and teaching materials, MIBARS is continually up-
dating and improving the content of the courses.

(5) It is suggested that e system be devised whereby mandatory quota
allocations are assigned to major tactical headruarters and a requirement is eatab-
lished that this headquarters be notified sufficiently in advance so that proper
plan mey be made for conduct of the course., This procedure would have the further
advantage of enabling MIBARS to schedule - ::igned persommal into the courses.

Cbsarvation: Developmont of a studenta to attend the MIBARS School
vill insure the most efﬁcientw it schncl facilities and resources.
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29, (U) Iotsllicence. See paragraph 24, Operations,
0. (6) laciatize.

Iackicel Inage.
item: Water leakage from compressors of AN/TSQ-43, TIIF, air conditicners.,

Diacussion: The air conditioners for the 5-ton expansible van trusk, in which
the TIIF is mounted, are located over the truck cab, An exsessive amount of water
has been leaking from the air ronditioner compresssrs into the truck cab, rotting
the canvas top end causing extensive rust on the cab floor,

Observation. Metal troughs warae fabricated and instanlled under the uuits with
hoses attached for drainage, thus eliminating tho problem of canvas damage and rust
from the overflow of the comprussor units. A long term solution is to replace the
canvas tops on the TIIF S.ton truck cab with asolid metal roofs.

TLIF Al _Conditicolne Svsten
Item: Difficulty in removing the larpe TIIF air condlitioner for maintenance,

. The single, sarge air conditioner in tho TIIF weighs approximately
550 pounde and is thus ton large and heavy., Removal of the air conditioner for
mainte - nd cleaning e difficult und replacement is still more difficult, The
overall BTU cooling power provided by this air conditioner is in excess of what is

required.

Ohsarvation: If the large air ~onditioner were replaced by two smaller ones, removal
md rerlacement would be far cacier, Tf one c:nli.ioner was inoperable, at least par-
thal air conditioning would be provided by the second conditioner.

Coilapsible Fabriz !:rk
' ¢ Duat in the water su;pty for the phote lab.
J
Digcussion: In the envirenment ¢f Vietnam, an excessive auount of dus' penetrates

the walle of the presentiy mithorized fabrie tnnk, cven though the rubberized cover
hia3 boen secured In place. The dust discolors the water used in the photn labora.

tories, causing jroduction of imarery of inferior quality,

, tion: The fabri: tank should e deleted from the TOE and replaced by a come
pletely inclesad tank of ¢ . . terial simidae to robber:i-od fual gtorage tanks,

31, (U3 Otrer.  lone,
SECTION 2
Part 2
flecomnerndatliona

32, U) [Fersgonnel, Nene.
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33, (U) Operations. It is recommended that:

a. dontinuing support be rendered to the 460th TRW in its efforts to
decentralise reconnaissance assets into the northern half of South Vietnanm.

b. In conjunction with the decentralisation of elements of the 460th
TRW, the 45th MI Detachment, presently scheduled to go to FPleiku, be diverted to
Phu Cat to support the tactical recomnaissance squadron that will be located there,

" On 27 October 1967, a CONFIDENTIAL letter, AVGJ-AOPN, this headquarters, subject:

Arrival of New Unit In-Covntry (U), was forwarded to HQ, USARV, requesting approval
of the change in cneratioral location of the 45th MI Detachment.

ce Procedures be established by the 460th TRW to insure that, insofar
as possible, pilots taking off from Phu Cat are assigned reconnaisseance targets in
I CTZ and tho northern half of II CTZ, Informal discussions will be conducted with
the 460th TRW regarding this matter.

d. The advantages of Tactical Exploitation Teams in support of oper=
ations be made lmown to appropriate commanders, so that thelr utilization will
become more widespread. This headquarters will prepare information on the TET
concept and will forward it to HQ, USARV for further dissemination to tacticel
commands,

e, The advantages of the Hand-Held Camera Program as a source of in-
telligence be made knmown to appropriate commanders. Information on the Hand-Held
Program will be disseminated in the handbook on the subject to be published by
this headquarters in December 1967, ,

f. The concept of Project Neutralize be applied to other tactical sit-
uations and that let MIBARS provide interpretation support to such projects.

g€ In counterinsurgency situations, as in Vietnam, where units operate
from fixed bases of operations, the photo reproduction equipment be moved from
the ES=38 shelter into suitable buildings., This Battalion will provide tech-
nical advice regarding the type and layout of a suitable building, upon request.

34. (C) Iraiping and Orgapization. It is recommended that:

a. 1st MIBARS continues its program of production and dissemination
of supplementary pages of imagery aid related tex: to up-date the previously dis- -
tributed MIBARS In-Country Imagery Interpretation Key.

be Aerial Surveillance Companies, ASTA Platoons,III MAF, and other
appropriate units forward to this headquarters ar input .1' selected imagery show-
ing significant examples of ineurgent activity, terrain and cultural features of
Vietnam, Letter requesting irput .f such imagery will be forwarded to the appro-
priate commands through HQ, USARV,

¢, Any further ‘eproduction and dissemination of the basic MIBARS Il
Key required for operacvional use or in training programs be accomplished by appro-
priately funded CONUS agencies.

d. II personnel newly assigned to Vietnam for the first time attend
the In-Country Imagery Interpretation Course within 45 days of arrival in-country,

" CONFIDENTIAL /8
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to reduce the period of adjustment to the interpretation of Vietnamese imagery.

e, An effective quota system for students to attend the IIIC and G2
Air Course be developed. A letter proposing such a system will b: forwarded from
this headquarters through HQ, USARV, to CCMUSMACV,

f. 1st MIBARS publish a comprehensive and convenient guide for the {rain-
ing of aeorial observers, This Battalion plans to publish an Hesia. Opservers' Hari-
book in January 1968,

g€o Formal courses of instruction be developed to train aerial observers,
at the appropriate CONUS schools, in the use of hand-held cameras.

h, 18t MIBARS continue to ship imapery and related materials to CONUS
units and agencies for trainirg purposes.

35, (C) Intelligence. It is recommended that:

o Tactical Exploitation Teum support to brigade, divis:-n, and task forer
field operaticns he made readily available by apprcpriate intelligence units, inslu-
dirg *st MIBARS; and thav available photo processing facilities, whether intelligen:e
or Sigral Corps, give highest priority to prcressing imagery in support of TET opera.
ticne,

be Organic Hand.Held Crmera Frograms continue to be established in major
unita, service-~y:de, tc sorve as additional operaticnal assets to the units’ intel-
ligence collestion capebilities.

36, (C) Lepasthsse It 15 recommended thats

ao Appropriaste TET ~aniera and associated processing and reproduction
equipment bs mude readily available through normal supply channels or through intel-
ligence contingency funds. A latter detailing ecuipment required will be prepared
for submisaicn to HG, TCARV,

be A hend=held, 35mm camera be assigned by TOE to and utilized by all
persornel whe perform dutiecs as aerial observers,

%e Approrriate hand-held, }5mm camers equipment, accessories and related
expendable supplies e mude readily available <hrough normal supply shannels, A
letter detailing the ernijment required will be yrepared for submission to HQ, USARV.,

'rite usang the TIIF in numid climates fahricate melal troughs to drain
off ths overflow of water from air conditioner compressors. Deted”: »f the pracedure
will be forwarded to Hi;, USARV for further disseminaticn to in-country and CONUS uni!

e. The canvas tcrs tc the cabs of the TIIF 5-ton trucks be replaced with
solid metel roofs.

fo The lerge TIIF air conditioner be rerlzced by two smaller air condi-
tionere, for ease of servicing, and that a better dehuridifier be added to the TIIF

air cond:itinning systenm,

CONFIDENTIAL "




s o e

| CONFIDENTIAL
AVGJACO 14 November 1967
SUBJECTs ?poutéso;&-?gm for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967
5

g A fully inclosed rubberired tank replace the present TOE fabric tank,
to protect against dust., This cnange will be mcorporatod in the next MIOE prepared
by this headquarters.

h, More corrosion resistant materials such as stainless stesl, plaat:lc, and

bakelite be used as videly as possible in the construction of the ES-38.

i. Equipment Improvement Recommendations will be submitted covering
recommendations 36e, 36f, 36h.

37. (U) Qther. None.

1 Incl
as

Copies furnished:

2~CINCUSARPAC

2-ACofS, J2, MACV

2 ACofS, G2, USARV

1-70, 525th MI Gp

1.00, 460th TRY

2-GU, 2nd MI B (ARS)

2-C0, 15th MI Bn (ARS)

2-Commandant, USAINTS

1-C0, USAII"

1-co A, B, 3, D, Dets, 1st MI Bn (ARS)
) 45th MI Det (ARS) '
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(RCS CSPOR-65) (U)
HEADQUART:RS, UNITD STATUS ARMY VIETNAH, APO San Francisco 96375 1 JAN 1968

TO: / Commander in Chief, United States Army, lacifin, :TTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

Department of the Army, Office of the Assistant "hisf of Staff for
Force Developrent, ashington, N. C.,. 20310

1. (U) This héadquartero has reviewed the Op2ratinnal Tepnrt-f.essons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headguarters,
1st 4litary Intelligence Nattalion (ARS) (BV7A) as ind~rsed,

2., (C) Pertinent comments follows:

a, Reference itecm concerning land-Held “nnera Support, rage 9;
page 13, paragraph 3i3e; and page 1k, paracraph 35b: “oncur, f2's at all
levels arz aware of the capabilities of the hand-held carra, Thew il
eaploy this caera to their —axiiwua henefit., USATY is Mllyr eapmizant of
this laportant adjunct to the field of intellig:nce surveillance ! -dll
insure that maxiwn distribution is made of the handbnok on this subject
when published by 1lst .’ilitary Intelligence Battalion (ARS). 'The 2 Air
Course conducted by the lst Military Intelligence Rattalion (ARS) for all
newly assigned G2 Air officers covers the use of these cameras in detail,

b. Reference item concerning quotas for attendance at ' IBARS
schools, page 11: Nonconcur, USARV encourages attendance at these schnols
and fully recognizes their banefit to newly arrived nersonnsl in Vietnanm,

A recent letter fron this headquarters to the Wield Torczs, II '"AF and
Senior Advisor IV CTZ, placing cmphasis on this trainins has inecreased the
enrollment in these schonls, However, it is not recomended that mandatory
quotas be established. "ommanders are aware of the valuc of these courses
and personnel are baing scheduled to attend as thoy can he spared ®ron the
units,

c. Heference iten concerning Tactical Image Interprotation Pacili-.
ty (TIIF) air conditioning, page 12, paragraph 30: Nonconeur, Peplancement
of one air conditioner with two would -recuvire shelter nodification., Recome
nend submission of EIR IAY TM 38750, Installation of an all “ietal ron®,
while feasible, apnears less nractical than modification of th=2 air condi-
tionar drain systen, An EIR should be submitted in this eca-e,

d. Reference itew concerning Project Meutralize, nare 103 and
page 13, paragraph 33f: OJoncur, If additinmal nrniects of thi. tvne are
undertaoken in Vietnom, lst iilitary Intelligence Rattalion (ANS) is the
logical unit to provide interpretation suprort,

/6 Downgraded st 8 yoor Interval
Declassified after 18 yoars
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e, leforence itum concerning rsproduction sectinn oparntinna,
page 13, pararraph 37p; and vage 10: fonocur, Fhoto eouinmiat 41 Anere
ate inore efficiently and pr:sent fewer .naintenance probl 'us hen nronerly
hous:d, Semipermanent buildings, '-ith fa-~ilities as described, are muit~
suitable, ‘odifications of tha 7I8=7" have heen r-siarched at Tart “annrth
and fubure equipment 1rill eliminate any of the problewg Aiesrusse!,

fs Refarence it=a concerning pguide for troining of acrial ob-
servers, pare 4, worocopavh G485 and page 11: “onnvr,  USATYT w110 dAnsvea
that qaximm distribrLion 1e nade of this handhoo's *than publish:d by Vet
ilitary Intellipones Battalion (ARS).

e (1) A c¢rw A7 this indorssaent A1l be furnished to the panart-
ing unit throuch chanucls,

PO ™ DOIIIMY N

e 7 .
[ /t/ﬂ‘%:r/J-r..-(_
< S‘.{AKATSUKASA
Captain, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

opies Turnished:
Hii, 1lat AI Bn (ARS)

#
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Endin
31 Oct 67 from Hq, lst Iil Intel. Bn (UIC: WBVCAA
(RCS CSFOR-638) .

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 8 5JAN it

TO: Assistant Chief of Gtaff for Force Development,

Department of the Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and
forwarding .indorsements and concurs in the report as
indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

+_’Z- .....

- mvam
CPT, AQC
Asst AG
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION (ARS) :
APO San Francisco 96307 |

Headquarters end Headquarters Company, Ten Son Fhut
Detachment A, Bien Hoa, III Corps Tactical Zome
Detachment B, Da Nang, I Corps Tactical Zone
Detachment C, Can Tho, IV Corps Tactical ZOBO'
Detachment D, Nha Trang, II Corps Tectical Zone
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