
UNCLASSIFIED 
 

AD NUMBER: 

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES 

TO: 

FROM: 

LIMITATION CHANGES 

TO: 

FROM: 

AUTHORITY 

 

 
THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 

AD0386734

Unclassified
Confidential

Approved for public release.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Government. agencies and their contractors; 
Administrative/Operational Use; 10 Aug 1967. Other requests shall be 
referred to Office of the Adjutant General, Department of the Army, 
Washington, DC 20310.

31 Aug 1979, Group 4, DoDD 5200.10; OAG D/A ltr dtd 29 Apr 1980



SECURITY 
MARKING 

TIm classified or limited status of this report applies 

to each pate, unless otherwise marked. 

Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED-PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi¬ 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever ; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 

'4 



CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OP THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT OENERAi. 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 10310 

AGAM-P (M) (12 Jan 68) FOR OT RD-670609 18 January 1968 

00 

«£> 
00 ¢0 
Q 

' S! 

« a -H 

fi 

O 
•H 
ft tn 
tn 
w M 

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 10th 
Combat Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 July 1967 (U) 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1* SubJect reP°rt 18 forwarded for review and evaluation by 
USACDC In accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCCNARC In 
accordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19. Evaluations and cor¬ 
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re¬ 
ceipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure 
appropriate benefits In the future from Lessons Learned during current 
operations, and may be adapted for use In developing training material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

^ KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
1 Incl Major General, USA 

*s The Adjutant General 

DISTRIBUTION; 
Connanding Generals 

US Continental Army Comnand 

US Army Combat Developments Cotmand 
Commandants 

US Army Command and General Staff College 
US Army War College 
US Army Air Defense School 
US Army Armor School 

US Army Artillery and Missile School 
US Army Aviation School 
US Army Chemical School 
US Army Civil Affairs School 
US Army Engineer School 
US Army Infantry School 
US Army Intelligence School 

US Army Adjutant General School 
US Army Missile and Munitions School 
US Army Southeastern Signal School 

CONFIDENTIAL 

/D D C 

JAN 301968 

fejlLu u L. 

D. .- 
iL1; 

regraded UNCLASSIFIED 
WHEN SEPARATED FROM 
CLASSIFIED INCLOSURES 



CONFIDENTIAL 

DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd) 
US Army Medical Field Service School 
US Army Military Police School 
US Army Ordnance School 
US Army Quartermaster School 
US Army Security Agency School 
US Army Signal School 
US Army Special Warfare School 
US Army Transportation School 

Copies Furnished: 

Office, Chief of Staff, US Army 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff 

Chief of Research and Development 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Engineers 
The Surgeon General 
The Provost Marshal General 

Research Analysis Corporation (Library) 
Dr. Martin J. Bailey, OSD (SA) 
Defense Documentation Center 
CO, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion 

2 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CON*- lOEMTlAL 
DEPilRWENT OF THE /JUff 

HEADQÜiJimS, lOTH COMBAT AVL’.TION BATT.XION 
APO San PranciBco 96377 

CPERATIQNAL REPORT LESSONS IÆARHH) 

/ 

i 

Pago 

SECTION I - Significant Organizational Activities 

General.    1 
Intellif"”''^.  1 
Operations and Training Activities »••.**••• 2 
Logistics.   9 
Civil Affairs . . . ^ . . • 10 
Personnel..      11 
Infomation. • . • » • * • ... . • 11 
Signal • • • . . ..  12 
Surgeon.. . . « 12 
Pathfinder Operations.. • . . • 12 

SECTION II - Comandor1 s Observations and Hoconnondations 

PAST I - (fcsorvntions (Lessons Learned) 

Personnel . . . • • • • • . . . . . • » • • • 14 
Operations.. . . . • 14 
Training and Organization. ..  . 17 
Intelligence ..19 
Logistics.... • 19 
Special Projects »••••• .» 20 
Signal.. • • • 20 

PART II - Hoconnondations.•••»•»•.•*••» 21 

Distribution ..... • • • • . . . • 23 

Opesatlea# Cfrder 30-67 (lB9th AHO-) Inclasure #lvv i « i i » i—»—24r 

Operations Order 3(V67"^¢8th /JIO) luulusuru >fe. ..-1......—32- 

■Operations Order 1-69-. t i t »Inelesuro #3»  .—41- 

Night Extractions.. • • .Inclosuro #4* •  .. 52 

Withdrawn, 

Hqs, DA 

Group 4 
Downgraded at 3 year intervals, 
declassified after 12 years. 

CON F \DL!\mM. 

0T ßo 

byoboq 



/ 
b Con FíOEMriHL 

EEPARTMDÍT OP THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 10TH CCMBAT AVIATION BATTALION 

APO Sa» francisco 96377 

ATOM! 10 August 1967 

SUBJECT* Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 July 1967 (RCS GSFCR-65) 

TO: See Distribution 

SECTION I - Significant Organizational Activities 

p .. ^ts assigned to tac 10th Combat Aviation 
Battalion remained the same at the close of thin period with the fol¬ 
lowing oxceptions: 

.,, *•_ In accordance with Paragraph 1, General Order $51, HQ IFFV, 
dated 10 July 1967, the 238th Field Artillery Detachment Counter-mortar 
Radar, was reassigned from the 1C ,h Combat Aviation Battalion to 1st 
Battalion, 40th Artillery, APO 96¿95, effective 28 April 1967, 

.. 8 J\ily 1967, the 188th Assault Helicopter Company with 
its supporting detachments, 603d Transportation (CHFM), 4th Signal De- 
tachment. and l$4th Medical Detachment wore placed under the optional 
control of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, 

., c* 1110 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is commanded by LTC 

durin8 a chan«0 of core- 
th^h^2?/^1967*^ 00116 Bq Thin' m Henry L* Wilkins commanded 
the battalion since.the departure of LTC Benjsnin L. Harrison on 3 July 
1967, % that date, LTC Billy G. Estes become the Deputy Battalion 
ammondor for Support, LTC Carl H. Sauls replaced LTC Dean G, Boyle 

as tno Deputy Battalion Commander for Operations on 28 July 1967, 

d, Changes of Command within subordinate units during the 
reporting period were limited to one. On 1 May 1967 Major Joel J. 

of thc' ^ Hollcoptor 

2, (C) Intelligence, 

,a* ^ the Dong Ba Thin area, the S-2 officer continued to 
conduct daily briefings to exchange aud coordinate intelligence, 
Theso briefings were attended by representativos of various local 
agencies, iheso daily mootings provided timely intelligence and 
enabled everyone to maintain a current picture of activity within 

or fio C O N M £ £ N 
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V CONiPiOhN ri au 
the Dong Ba Thin area* 

b. In the forward area of operation, which woe established 
on 3 July,19671 intelligence information is obtained from the support¬ 
ed units by way of INTSUMS and close liaison. The supported, units 
normally conduct a daily briefing at which a current intelligence pic¬ 
ture is presented. Ihe liaison officer, a member of the S-3 section, 
always attends these meetings« In supporting the Republic of Korea 
Forces, Vietnam (RGKFV) liaison has been established with the 9th RCK 
Infantry Division, the Capitol RCK Infantry Division and with RCKFV, 
An intelligence map and sumnary is maintained at the battalion Tacti¬ 
cal Operations Center (TOC), /additional intelligence information is 
obtained from the companies, Inter Communications Center (ICC), and 
M Lti afcolligont (Ml) units located in the area of operations. 

3« -)..- Operations and training activities. 

a. Plans» At the close of this period, the 10th Combat 
Aviation Battalion is located at Dong Ba Thin while a forward TOC 
is being maintained at Phu Hiep. This TOC was established in sup¬ 
port of Operation HOMQ KIL DONG, which eegon on 9 July 1967, and is 
continuing at the close of this period. Ihe forward CP coordinates 
the efforts of the 48th Assault Helicopter Company, DS to the 9th 
RCK (White Horse) Infantry Division, the 129th Assault Helicopter 
Company DS to Capitol RCK (Tiger) Infantry Division, the 180th 
Assault Support Helicopter Company GS, and the 188th Assault Heli¬ 
copter mpany GS. The 48th, and 129th AHC's have maintained their 
respective supporting roles since 2 May 1967. On that date the 117th 
Assault Helicopter Company was placed in general support of the II 
Corps Tactical Zone, Coastal Region. Tho 281st Assault Helicopter 
Company, with headquarters in Nha Trong, continued to provide direct 
support to the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) until 1 July 
1967, when it was given a mission of GS òf II Corps Tactical Zone, 
In addition, the 281st continues to support 5th Special Forces’ 
B-52’s Project DELTA, Die 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company 
provided general support to the 52d Battalion in the Central High¬ 
lands from 6 May until 7 July 67, and also continued to support the 
two RGKA divisions. 

b. (^orations: At the beginning of the period tho 10th 
Combat Aviation Battalion returned from its year long nomadic ody¬ 
ssey to its home base at Dong Ba Diin, closing at home station on 
3 May, Upon receipt of their new missions, and after leaving a 
small rear element behind in Phan Rung end Dong Ba Diin, the 48th 
and the 129th AHC sot up operations in Ninh Hoa and An Son rospeotive- 
ly to facilitate aviation support to tho ROKA divisions. The 117th, 
operating out of Dong Ba Thin, stationed aircraft in convenient lo¬ 
cations along the coast and inland, from Qui Nhon to Kontum to Nha 
Trong to provide general support. Meanwhile, the 281st continued 
to support Project EELTA until its tenaination on 15 June. After a 
brief retraining period, Project DELTA was renewed ¢91 15 July. Die 
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'A CON F i oCWn/H 
180th ASHC provided 4 CK-47«S dally in support of the 173d Light 
Infantry Brigade in tho highlands of Pleiku Province froo 6 May 
until 7 July. Each company supporting the RCKA divisions conducted 
independent operations along the coast during May and June. The 
major operation for tho 10th Combat Aviation Battalion during this 
period was HONG KIL DCRG, a Joint operation by both tho White Horse 
and Tiger W.visions, which is still underway at tho end of the re¬ 
porting period, 

(l) ^oration HONG KIL DONG, 

+. n .. ,. ^ task organization of the 10th Combat Avia¬ 
tion Battalion during (^oration HONG KIL DONG was as follows. 

Infantry Division, 

RCK Infantry Division, 

1 48th Assault Helicopter Company - DS 9th RCK 

2 129th Assault Helicopter Company - DS Capitol 

2 188th Assault Helicopter Company - GS, 

10 July 1967) - GS. * l55th HolicoPtGr &®Pmiy (9 July, 

5 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company - GS, 
• «. » & 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company (Che 

aircraft per day) - Reinforce 180th ASHC. 

Battalion GS ^ Pathfindcr DetQchnent, 10th Combat Aviation 

„ +. . ... 1116 mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion 
during the initial phase was to* 

.,. 1 Conduct a simultaneous assault by helilift- 
log of the Vlhlte Horse Infantry Bivislon end Capitol Infantry 
ÍÍSüí ?z'? ‘0 miltlple 12's. Copies of the operations 
orders are attached as Inclosuros #1 and #2, 

-i««- .. 2 Provide direct support to each of the divi- 

Äo^C^sS^ “Saa"U’ UUllalne ^ md 12Wl 

«inno 4 4 4.4 ,3 Pr0^de general support to each of tho divi- 
rZÏ ^ j Î? ÍSÍtial Q8SQult utilizing the 188th Assault Helicopter 
Company and the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company, P 

is „ . ^ prepared to conduct company sized assaults 
as directed by each supported ccmmnnder. 

. •.. ^ Bo prepared to mass aviation support as di¬ 
rected py tho supported connandefs. 

*4 n if 1110 operational accomplishments of the 10th 

folïoîlrif ÎSSsUmÎÎ " 0,18 0p0r°tiC!” ront,<-tod 1” «■» 

3 

1 Statistics canpllad fron ffHEP 5 reports loth Cbt Ann Bn 9-31 July 67. 
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Nr & Type Mrarnft 

52 UH-1D 
16 CB-47 
16 Gunships 
Totola 

CON/H DENTlAL 
I Initial assault on 9 July I967« 

. ' J 
^9(¾ Tgna? Troops Sorties Hrs Flowh 

98*1 4,758 1,849 467.7 
5a. 5 2,294 475 142.3 
î=î- —— 369 y 77.5 
619.6 7,052 2,703 687. S' 

ia Par yc 

9.0 
8.8 
4.8 

2 Results of operations through 3I July 1967: 

Ib?p /árcrnfti Sargst in Tpnn) Iraana Arties Hours Fio^n av Per Vc 

Per Day 
UH-1D 
CH-47 
Gunships 
Totals 

3,472.3 
4,654.7 

87327.0 

37,452 
13,a9 

40,871 

23,132 
4,926 
4,626 

32,684 

5733.4 
1016.5 
,968.3 
7718.-2 

6.1 
4.4 
4.6 

flying hours. 
2 Comparison of daily comitnent and average 

Company 

188th AHC 

129th AHC 

48th AHC 

180th .ISHC 

196th ASHC 

Average Hours Per 
A/C Per Dav 

• 
UH-1D , 6.6 
UH-1C 5,2 

UH-1D 6.5 
UH-1C 4.9 

UH-1D 5.9 
UH-1C 3,5 

CH-47 5.3 

CH-47 3.5 

4 Combat assaults. 

Company size. . . . 
Battalion size. . . 
Regimental size; . 

¿ Combat Extractions, 

Company size, , , , 
Battalion size, • . 
Regimental size, , 

Average Doily 
Comnitmant 

1¿ 
2 

13 
3 

13 
4 

7 

1 

14 
14 

4 

8 
5 
2 
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Con f i dem o/iL 
¿ /mnunition expended through 31 July 1967» 

í\ 

7.62m. . . . . ..381,385 
‘ 2.75N. 2,050 
40nn.2,895 

2 Night tine, 

48th Assault Helicopter Conpany, , , 84«2 
129th Assault Helicopter Conpany, , 120,7 
188th Assault Helicopter Conpany, • » 55,9 
180th Assault Support Helicopter Conpany ,19,2 

2. Anti-Aircraft firo. 

Nunbor of aircraft receiving fire, • , 15 
Nunbor of aircraft receiving hits, . • 3 
WIA..o 
kia..o 

2 Medical evacuations 56 

(d) Discussioy ,«th^ ^Ppra^q^»» 

HONG XXL DONG is a legendary hero in Korean 
folklore siniliar in nany ways to Hobin Ifood. Like HONG KIL DONG, 
the Tiger and the White Horse Divisions have aggressively roanod the 
jungles in the vicinity of the Tuy Hoa - Oung Son - Dong Tre - Tuy 
/in conplex to search and destroy, to take back fron the VC that ter¬ 
ri toryho had always clnined os his own, and to give it back to the 
free people of South Vietnon. The presence of the 95th NVA Reginont 
in this area nade this operation even nore vital. At 0700 hours bn 
9 July 1967, the operation began with tho first elenent of both divi¬ 
sions touching down in a simultaneous multi-landing tone assault. In 
all, 52 UH-lD's and 16 CH.471s wero used in successive lifts fron sev¬ 
eral pick-up sones. Sixteen gunships provided LZ props and escort 
for the troop-carrying aircraft,. Despite tho language barrier, effoo- 
tlve liaison and superior pathfinder support produced efficient control 
and coordination during the assault and in the ensuing resupply sor¬ 
ties. The uniqueness of this operation lies in tho fact that though 
this was two seporato and distinct operations with two nission connond- 
ers, tho assaults were conducted simultaneously with coordination 
effected by the 10th.Combat Aviation Battalion TOC. Tho 5,400 ini¬ 
tially helilifted troops were in their combat positions in less than 
four hours, and tho supporting.elements, C?*a, artillery, and resupply 
points were established by the close of the day. As the tabulated 
entries indicate, numerous smaller CA's were conducted during the 
month as the ground elements pursund tho elusive enemy. A two company 
night combat .assault wa,s .called ASAP after tho Tiger Division TOC was 
mortared at 2030 hovirs. on 15 July, Within ten minutes. 12 UH-lD*s 
wero launched* eight as lift ships, one os C&C for the 129tb CO and 
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CON f-lDCNTM^L 
throo aa flare ships• In one hour,, the two canpanios woro heliliftod 

fVon two PZ's into one LZ, fti another occasion, the 129th AHC conduct- 
cd a battalion size assault at dayn. ip on. offprt to avoid ground fog 
delays. During this assault, the C&Ç aircraft spotted two HVA canp 
sites and directed gunshlps and^CKA infantry into the area, result- 
ing in 4V NVA KIA and 26 weapons captured, including 9 light nachine 
guns, fti 26 July tho Tiger Division, alerted to the location of a 
concentration of NVA, was heliliftod fron its initial ar<-a to tho 
northwest in an intricately planned and executed conbat assault us- 
106 39 IT10 » “id 16 gunships and eleven Cft.47»s. Eighteen conpanies 
were lifted into fourteen LZ's. A detailed breakdown of this 10th 
eonbat Aviation Battalion operation is covered in Inclosuro #3. The 
eonbat-assaults were highly successful and executed exactly as plan¬ 
ned. There was no incident or accidents.. HONG KIL DONG continuos 
to enjoy a high degroe of success with nore than 4Ó0 confimed KIA 
in tho twenty-two day period. Friendly casualties have been negligible. 

(2) Operations of the 201st Assault Helicopter Conpany, 

„ . . fo) T^ing May and Juno 1967, the 281st Assault 
Helicopter Conpany continued to provide airlift support to the 5th 
peciol Forces Group (idrborne) as its prinary nission. This sup¬ 

port was divided among the lettered conpanies. Headquarters. 5th 
Ä ?r?uL(/drbome), the MACV Recondo School and Dotach- 
nont B-52 (Special Operations). Since 1 July, its nission has been 
changed to provide general support to tho II Corps Tactical Zone, 
Coastal Region. * 

,, ^ M Presently, the 2nd Platoon and Gun Platoon (-) 
are providing direct support to detachment B-52‘s Long Ranee Reconnais, 
sanee Patrol (LRRP) and Road Runner operations. while the 1st Platoon 
and renaining elements of the conpany provide support to tho MACV 
Recondo Training in addition to its OS nission. 

a«b,„i+ h.h + y Airing operations this quarter, the 281st 
rm no , licopter ConPQny provided an average of six UH-1D and 4 

Qlr°rnfî *V?PP°rt of Dotachnont B-52. teed helicopter sup- 
port was furnished to »C» Conpany, 5th Special Forces Group (/drborno) 
ln II Corps. A sunnary of these operations is contained below. 

Project DELTA (12 April • I5 June 1967)2 

1 Total flying hours. . . , 
2 Total sorties, .,.,, 
2 Total troops carried, • , 
L Total cargo flow, , , , 
5 Total LRRF, . . , , , , . 
6 Total Roadrunner Teams. , 
2 ^ight extractions!, , , , 
£ Medical evacuations. • , 

. . . 1656.4 
.., 2,844 

• . . 2,657 
. .22.8 (tons) 
. . . . 20 
.... 17 
¿ . . . . 4 
.... 32 

2 ^ ; 
A detailed report of this operation, classified SECRET, i3 on me at 
5th Special Fcrcos Group (ABN) Nha Trong. 

3a discussion of thos ear;«® contained in Inclosuro #4. 
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,,,2. Ranger operations. o 
iû Aircraft hit by enemy fire* • • • • t 
JLL Aircrcft lost to enemy fire (3 ÜH-lb»é)i 4 

i2 KU. 
u wiA.; ; ;.t u mu. .. 

operation* 'providî^^ Sl^ÆT“ “ ForCO 

Results of this operation 

¿ Total flying hours. . /& n 
Z Total sorties.. ¿9 
2 Annunition expended - 2.75Ni • ! ! ! ! 248 

40m..1,251 
. c. . , 7,62nn. , . . 84,400 
4 Structures destroyed. ..,,,,. ,26 
2 Secondary explosions, 7 
a Structures danaged, 5 
2 Gave .entrance blown, , , ? 
a Sunkerp danaged. ,»,,, * * * * * 2 

• a Mi conilmed tjr Mute Foroe'íWmá! !l2 

“ÏÏe'ÏÏS W^°acU« 

receive training in rappelinc Srono6i ^ ^îûtion 0110 th° oen 

the required support.4 4 au s and 2 UH-iB's provide 
. • 4 • 

# 

1 deration PRAIRIE FIRE, 

vlded coatin*™ gunShlp 

2 derations JACKO KTO (l May - 3I May 1967), 

the division was engaged in coastal s^Sity äd8uSo^®S>Ss 

*««»**» 
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Con f i den n au 
Silító'áüMlloí^rKS6^10"?« 'm thS‘e “Perjtlons «re collootlvoly 
caxied iteration JACKO KYO. The area of operation was fron Phu Cat 
to south of'Tuy An and inland fjr 10 NM, 

* 

Statistical highlights.^ 
* # * •*. •• •f. '/ 

‘ •Ccnbat assatdts. < « < « , . , , . , , , , 23 
Sorties flown. 13,287 
Troops carried.19,846 
Cargo (in tons).  2245,6 
Hours flown. .,., 2495.2 

i Operation DOC SU RI (l June - 30 June 1967), 

fr».» mm h xu ,, . , ^ain the 129th JùlC provic ad aviation support 
for GRID as the division incroaeoc'. oonbat assa\ilt activity involving 
arger s^^unlte; The area of operation was in the sane general 

Armand3Don^Tir!?0 thC °f th° activlty ccntorod. between Tuy 

Statistical highlights.5 

Combat assaults. ... . . 30 
Sorties flown. 14 932 
Troops carried, 20J990 
Cargo (in tons).,,,,,,, 2209,0 
Hours flown. , 2533,2 

rv,™ «f +U * XX [ÿ ,S!imary of Operations - Tho following is a sun- 
highlights of the helicopter accanplishnents 

of tho 10th Canbnt aviation Battalion for the reporting period. 

1 

2 
L 
2 
2 
1 
S 
2 
12 
11 

Troops carried, 197,360 
Cargo (in tons). ..,.,,,, -20,428.6 
Sorties flown, ...,,,,,, 118,964 
Tine flown. 31»959»5 hrs 
Conbat assaults (Battalion Size). 
Number of aircraft receiving fire, 
Nunbcr of aircraft receiving hits. 
WIA.. 
KIA... 
MIA.* * ‘ * 

30 
58 
24 
4 
1 
1 

Med Evacs, 102 

« X , c: Trainfng* 10th Conbat Aviation Battalion has con- 
ducted various training activities in conjunction-with conbat opera- 
tions. Pathfinder teans were put in direct support of the two RCKA 

f°rxih? first two r-onths of this quarter. A sumary of 
pathfinder activities is discussed further in this report. Night 
tactical lighting kits ore presently being tested in night fomation 

Statistics conpiled fron 129th AHC QPREP 5 réports. 
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CO N P IDENTIRL 
training and a final evaluation will bo available In the nart CELL, 
Each coapany, excluding the 180th Z^soult Support Helicopter Ccnpony, 
prepared a tactical contour flying croa for its own use in chocking 
out newly os signed aviators and for maintaining proficiency In this 

, or ProJocts include training in the use of the 50 foot 
tnini lQnyQrds as 18 Qd™need individual and platoon siso 

nnrf ?ifht It.1116 ?Qttalion conducted extensivo individual 
and unit night training throughout the period. A total of 544 hours 
voto flown at night for training during the quarter. The battalion 

ayat0T t0 ny» QS Q nintaun» one hour of night tine 
and to accomplish at least throe night take-offs and landings freo 
the right pilot's seat each nonth. Since the companies now operate 
fron diversified locations, it is difficult as well as impractical to- 

assets for battalion size night training conbat assaults, 
instead the companies are concentrating on platoon and company train- 
ing exorcises to maintain a high state of proficiency in night assault 
techniques. Whenever possible, this training is incorporated into 

P1qmi frequently as a deception maneuver 
within the supported units area of operation. 

„ .. ^2l A t°íal °f I6 instrument tickets have been renewed 
expected loss of seasoned aviators in tho 

^°1^ by the standardization and unit IP positions 
which will have to bo filled by incoming first tour aviators. A pro- 
gron to train end establish those positions is currently under wo£ 

C03pûniefl* Preßran consists of screeninTin- 
di vidual flight records and training a nininun of two aviatorsin each 
i^tfhft^ standardisation pilots. The goal set for instructor pilotî 

4P°r eGch PlQt000* Company standardization pilots will 
supervise the instrument training, the periodic checking of IP's and 
the^i overall^unit training. A standardization SCP is currently being 
revised at battalion headquarters to implement tho program, 5 

4* (C) logistics. 

a, Ccmbat support activities. 

nn»* i4 Class III - During the current reporting period, 
ïonîtïoîî^rî 0p0ration! worc conduct0d from, semi^pemonent field 

^.6 Prof am to provide large capacity POL storage and 

ÎSÎ1*10“11 f0r £ ^00 bQaoa aontinued.6 l^n cc». 
plotion of this program, all TO & E mini-port equipment tHn bo main¬ 
tained in an operational standby status for use at field sites, 

MK ?/ 111^4-¾ ^88 V study of tho tactical emplqymont of the 
0X1 inproved ianyaxd. Additional fifty 

££ Pr,0Ur,!d ^ ^ for fur- 

9 

Í967Í,CUS’‘‘d ^ 1°«> ®U. ior tho period oud- 
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CON h IDE NT I fli¬ 
to) Airmobile maintenance equipment - Ifca battalion 

has materially Improved its airmobility capability during this quar- 
ter. With the arrival of the airmobile shop sets, which are expect¬ 
ed during the next quarter, the transition to 100% airmobility vi?i 
be ecnpleted. 

b. Post Development Activities, 

- • p-) Construction of the telephone switching central 
facility for Dong Ba Thin was initiated and communication trunk 
lines have been installed. 

(2) The cantonment area for an assault support helicop- 
ter company, as yet assigned, has been 90¡¿ completed during the quar- 

(3) Construction of the battalion headquarters permanent 
cantonment area through self-help has been essentially completed. 

(4) Strengthing and clearing of the Dong Ba Thin Post 
perimeter was continued. An additional five guard towers were com- 
plot60« 

, '5) The concrete structure for the new Battalion TOC 
at uong Ha Thin was completed during the quarter. 

C* Revetment program, 

, P' Aiming at the 1 September 1967 deadline, the companies 
have concentrated maximum efforts toward the construction of adequate 
revetments for the aircraft. The companies listed below are responsible 
for revetments to be constructed in the area indicated. 

¡gfifltigB 

Phan Rang. , 
Dong Ba Thin 
Nha Trang , 
Nlnh Hoa . . 
Phu Hiep . , 
An Son * . . 

Smoaia 
48th ARC 
117th AHC 
281st AHC 
48th AHC 
180th ASHC 
129th AHC 

, (2) Although construction is gradually proceeding, ' a lack 
enfincer équipant has handicapped the construction pro- 

srbeÄKLrdel ^beon iaontif:''d ^ ^ 

5» (ü) Civil affairsb 

..f* civic actions program has been considerably enhanced 
during this quarter. Added command emphasis has been placed on the 

10 7 
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program whereby the civic action* officer, the Chaplain and tho bat¬ 
talion surgeon are working closely together to arrive at specific 
go*la. 

b» Considerable effort has been added to our good 
will with the outlying villages of Dong Ba Thin and Cam Ranh City. 
Particular efforts in building religious service facilities and pro¬ 
viding medical care have boon initiated for the children at the Tan 
Binh and Ba Vgoi orphanages near Dòng Ba Thin, 

6. (C) Personnel, 

a. IXiring the reporting period, the battalion lost 513 enlist¬ 
ed men and 81 officers due to normal rotation. Out of this total, 4 
enlisted men wore assigned to Fort Lewis, Washington for lack of spe¬ 
cific duty station orders, 

b. Personnel problems, thus far, have had no adverse effect 
on combat operations but the possibility exists that at the present 
rate of replacement of commissioned officers, a critical shortage will 
develop. The experience level of warrant officers is presently being 
studied in each of the companies to select those most highly qualified 
to fill leadership positions normally assigned to commissioned officers. 

c. Morale has been high throughout the period. There have 
been no major disciplinary problems in the command. 

d. firing this period, two units, tho 129th and 48th AHC, 
have felt the effects of the requirement to maintain two base camps. 
Tho self-help construction of new billets at Dong Ba Thin has requir¬ 
ed additional personnel simultaneous with the requirements for the 
forward base comp. These requirements, in addition to having to pro¬ 
vide normal detail personnel, have resulted in the undesirable neces¬ 
sity of placing flight crow members on details by night and flying 
by day. Additionally, the requirement for each company to provide 
mess personnel at two mess halls has thinned the available number of 
personnel considerably, as have the requirements for the revetment 
program, 

7» (C) Other. 

a. Information Officer, 

(1) Tbc 10th Cimbat Aviation Battalion public informa¬ 
tion program continues to be activo providing coverage of the forward 
areas as well as the Dong Ba. Thin complexe 

(2) A summary of tho battalion news release is as follows« 

1 Feature articles. . . . . . , , , , , , , u 
Z Picture releases. 2I 

Confidential 



Coil r-1 oc-MTifu- 
¿ Heme town rolcasoi , . •»..# 441 
4 Illustratod orticlos» 81 
5 Formtil press interviews. ... 3 

(3) The battalion continues to utilize the PIO capabili¬ 
ties of higher headquarters to cover the important events. 

(4) The acquisition of a movie camera to cover some of 
the units' activities, such as assaults, training, and significant 
unit achievements could be of value to this section as well as to 
maintain a living history of the unit. 

(5) A plan was initiated in this quarter, in which as a 
part of the inprocessing, the newcomer completes a hometown release 
in duplicate, Che copy is released immediately and the other is plac¬ 
ed into an alphabetical file for future reference. When the indivi- 
dual is involved in combat actions or receives an award, this informa¬ 
tion on him is immediately available and valuable time is saved in 
releasing the news story, 

b. Signal. 

Landline communications continue to plague the field 
operations. It has been difficult to predict the reliability of the 
service. With an increase in communications traffic, invariably, 
there is a comparable increase in carrier problems. Despite the 
efforts of all communications personnel to maintain these land linos 
continuously, the failures continue occur, 

c. Surgeon, 

pie services of a flight surgeon have been made available 
to personnel in the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company through 
the establishment of a dispensary in the 268th Combat Aviation BQt- 

ux locatod at Phu H3-6?» However, the critical shortage of a 
flight surgeon with the 129th and 4ßth AHC has not been alleviated 
at this time. 

d. Pathfinder operations summary of activities. 

d xu^ ^ n Up0n the tcnninQtion of Operation SUMMERALL,8 the 10th 
XV :ix?eL;0tachiaent rcturncd to Dong Ba Thin on 3 May 1967. As 

q+Ü 4^îhrAH?+aîdT}SCnî'2?th /lHC Placcd in direct support of the 
9th and Capitol RCK Divisions respectively, the detachment was divi¬ 
ded into two teams; cue gc,.ng to Nir.h F. 0 with the 4LHh AHC and f 0 
fíCr P^Ce,°dad Í0 ^ "on vith the Í29th AHC. From 8 May 1967 to 1 
July 1967, Loth Pathfinder Terms, after having trained themselves, 
instructed key RCKA field personnel in the techniques of Chinook lad¬ 
der insertion and extraction. In addition they wore trained in the 
proper techniques of sling loading various types of cargo and equip- 

8 
^ri¿riíSÍ967i0n 0f thÍS 0peration» 3ee ^ for the quarter 

C ON/ Fi DlNTíAL 



v\ CoNf iò&NriAt_ 
Boot »ueh ob lOJtan artillery pieces, A22 amnunltlon eontainsrs, barb» 
ed vir« coils, water barrels, Class I sling leads. Pathfinder teofe> 
niques such as the proper selection of resupply points, aircraft h'W* 
and are signals (day and night), and use of colored Hire 
ed in this instruction. Running concurrently with the 1MXA training 
program, the detachment supported all the companies In the Battalion 
by organising troop pick up zones for combat assaults, air traffic 
control, and establishing landing renos for the monthly training re¬ 
quirements. In the vicinity of An Son, the Pathfinder team organised 
tactical night LZ>s for actual combat assaults by the 129th AHC in 
Viet Cong held territory. The two teams wore combined once again on 
1 July as the detachment prepared to provido aviation support to 
Operation HONG KIL DONG, During tho operation, the Pathfinders con¬ 
tinued to provido exceptional PZ control support and night tactical 
landing zone training for tho companies involved. Die duties per¬ 
formed by the pathfinders included improving the security of tho TOC 
by revetting the area, as a security platoon for tho defonso of the 
forward area, and as a security forco and recovery team for downed 
aircraft. 
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SECTION II CCMM'JIEËR1S OBSERVATIONS AND RECCMMENDATIONS 

PART I OBSERVATIONS (LESSONS LEARNED) 

1. (c) perscnnel; 

q, ITïMi Assignment Orders« 

DISCUSSION» Arsignnent orders on enlisted and officer 
personnel are arriving at t!:is headquarters 'often less than 30 days 
prior to IEROS, Larg progr nnmed losses in the next quarter indicate 
that the situation may bee one even more critical» 

OBSERVATION» The adverse effect on morale that this has, 
is readily apparent, particularly for married personnel with school 
age children, as this creates an additional monetary and dependent 
movement burden. 

b. ITEM», Security guard requirement, 

DISCUSSION: The requirement to furnish security guards 
in two different locations (129th AHC and 4ßth ARC) seriously impairs 
the combat efficiency of the unit, 

OBSERVATION: There arc no security guards authorized by 
TO & E for on assault helicopter company. At the present ime, crow 
members of the flight platoon and mechanics from the maintenance sec¬ 
tions are levied each day to meet the guard requirements. The use 
of these people for this duty does not permit the unit to operate 
at full combat capability and will invariably result in a reduced 
number of mission ready aircraft in the affected units. The battalion 
S-3 and S-2, net with 17th GAG staff in July to consider this prob¬ 
lem. The results and recommendations have been forwarded for correc¬ 
tive action. 

2. (C) OPERATIONS. 

a. ITEM: DA Form 759 Discrepancies. 

DISCUSSION: During the recent annual review of individual 
flight records, cannon discrepancies were prevalent. The basic under¬ 
lying reasons for these fault areas follows: 

(1) Failvjro to adequately fill out blanks os spe¬ 
cified. 

(2) Fail’/ro to •%...• :V >dth directi- .).1 covering elio 
proper wordage to be used xn remarks, 

OBSERVATION: It is apparent that the companies either 
do not have all the directives pertaining to the proper uso of tho 
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DA 759 or that they aro not sufficiently faoilior with those directivo» 
»Aon preparing the forms. If it is a matter of interpretation, then 
the final authority should be the higher headquarters. Any questions 
on this should be resolved from one source, l.e., the reviewer. 

b. ITEM: Fire prep C&C, 

DISCUSSION: I. conbat assault was nade Involving the land¬ 
ing of troops simultaneously into a multitude of LZ's, each of which 
required a fire preparation by amed helicopters. Although a fire prop 
overlay was prepared and followed during the assault, it was extremely 
difficult for the C&C ship to closely monitor the plan's progress. 

CBSERVATIQN: It is readily apparent that close control 
over the fire teams is as .equally important as the control over the 
lift flights. Whenever six or more fire toons ore used, a fire teem 
C&C is necessary to monitor the progress of»the preps and to insure 
that each prop is timely as well as accurate. Normally, an alternate 
mission commander is designated and this monitoring of the fire plan 
ty him as his primary duty would.be beneficial. 

c, ITEM» PZ loading of non-English speaking personnel, 

DISCUSSION: Because of the language barrier in working 
with non-English speaking personnel such as the ROKA, it is difficult 
to get the correct troops for a particular LZ on board in an expedi¬ 
tious manner. 

OBSERVATION: In the case of RVN troops, this is not 
too '_iuch of a problem since each unit has its own advisor and the 
loading is adequately controlled. With ROKA personnel, this is not 
the same and an interpreter must be physically present to assist 
those on the ground charged with the responsibility for loading suc¬ 
cessive lifts and insuring that the right troops board the designat¬ 
ed aircraft. This has been discussed with ROKA staff personnel and 
they are «ware of this requirement. 

d. ITEM: Use of gunships at night. 

DISCUSSION: Gunships, during the current oporatibn, have 
boon placed on a 24 hour standby role. Frequently ASAP fire missions 
have been answered rapidly aid efficiently both day and night. The 
use of a Star Cluster to identify the general friendly positions and 
"Flashlights on Coll" (On command from the RCK aerial observer on boa¬ 
rd one of the gunships) to positively located friendly positions, have 
favorably enhanced the missions at night. On two occasions, 129th 
ARC gunships were able to bring fire onto NVA positions only 50 motors 
away from RCKA positions at night using this identification system, ' 

CBSERVATIQN: Effective employment of gunships can only 
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bo roaliacd through poaitive control« Bocause of connunicatlona 
problena and poaaiblo language barriers when supporting non-English 
speaking ground forces, it is inporat4 to have an observer on board 
each fire term at night to insure thr. a gunships engage the prop¬ 
er targets« An identification systom essential also and should 
be varied as required to preclude its conpromise. 

e, ITEM* Cotunand and Control. 

DISCUSSION Che innovation that arose in (^oration HONG 
KIL DONG, duo to the nunorous largo scale assaults conducted, was 
tho use of assigned colored smoko for each tactical air colunn in 
narking PZ*s and LZ*s* This practico eliminates ouch confusion and 
excessive radio transmission. The formation of tactical air columns 
was also noteworthy. This procedure merges the supporting gunships 
with tho UIU1D lift ships and tho reinforcing Clt-AV's into one unit 
under the control of the air colunn leader. 

OBSERVATIONt Employment of tactical air columns, when 
several LZ‘s and PZ's are used with multi-aircraft lifts limits tho 
total number of separate flight units directly controlled by tho C&C 
aircraft, allowing more time for consideration of unscheduled ■jccur- 
oncos, changos, etc., and provides a minimum of radio traffic. Tho 
C&C aircraft's control is increased since all aircraft monitor a 
single command frequency while conducting intra-flight direction on 
another frequency. 

f, ITEM* The use of the CH—47A helicopter troop ladder in 
combat operations, 

DISCUSSION: The troop ladders that are presently in the 
inventory do not have a recovery apparatus that would enable the crow 
to recover the ladder in a reasonable time. The absence of a quick 
release to jettison this ladder in an emergency mokes it extremely 
hazardous operating the ladder during combat operations. Tho flight 
crew has a difficult time recovering more than 60 feet of ladder 
under its present configuration. The ladder becomes easily tangled 
in the heavy Undergrowth duo to tho velocity of tho wind from tho 
aircraft's down wash, which cause excessive movement of the ladder 
at ground level. 

OBSERVATION: An efficient, electrical or hydraulic 
power system to recover the ladder is essential if all safety requi¬ 
sites are to bo mot to encompass all ladder requirements. A quick 
release is also necessary to insure that tho aircraft is not in a 
position to be endangered by tho inability to jettison the ladder. 

g, ITEM: Tho observation helicopter versus tho utility 
helicopter in the assault support helicopter company in RVN, 
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it. nit lho ohsorvotion hoUooptor is linitod in 
i a lift capability and is net designed for carrying bulk itens of 
equipment or cargo. This helicopter’s flight operation is rostrio- 

linc b0Thïr^flthCtÎUCl/ati!?g °f lts onglne* ^5/145 octano g^o- linc, ais fuel rating is not coopatable vdth the nini-port svsten 
^icyod throughout RVN, lho ibobiUty to roihoî° 
airfields, restricts the tactical use of the helicopter! 3ho ns^ult 
det!ileHhelÍC¡H tGLCCInpany hns c continuous combat mission to mcko 
the n °n 011 ^ t0 bG abl& t0 rospondto 

SvQlrcrafî emergencies. Tho demand to fly nine CftWi« 

fSiïitJqÂr?ha ?S°yÄ fl0W 0f 48paro pQrts* /^ton» the maintenance 
Í- th C4Hrf7A c,onpGny is loCQt°d a considerable distance 

away and is accessible only by air, \To insure that the necessary 
S^d br+\reCeiVed ^ a t3jncly nanner» valuable CH-47A hours ar^ 

UP 8parc pa"tp ^ t0 return repairable 
fiííd ^o tbc support °aintenance facility. Further, the ability to 
fioid a maintenance "Jump Team" to make necessary repairs on diLbl 

^ «-t tho ÆTL““- 

OßgERVATION; The assault support helieocter Gonnnmr 

th^ cm » nataton^L Kut^T 
and lift^QDohlíiÍv^+n 1,10 h°1îc°Ptor “St hovo a sufflciont spneo 

wid0^^oPS<i?onpon- 

Uon helicopter is l^tod°in ÄT^'ihS'rXT' 

artilleiyhQdvisory • °f ^8° CjCOti°n r°“ds 40 

„csted air Q tQCtlcai arGa of operation, the con^ gcsicu air traffic and numerous ortillerv firo . * 

the art«!« The use of base ejection smoko rounds by 
..° urtillory battery as a narking roxmd can considerably assist ^ 
the aviator to determine the impact area as well as Se ^ ?Spet 
bo+h'+hß^8* ?ouplod artillery advisories, can be beneficial to 
botttho required on-coll fire nle.ions end to’tho eSciSnTSÎo 

3* (C) TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION, 

a. ITEM: Sling load training, 

«WM,» i giß CUSS IQNi Sling load training has boon provided to 
+í^on+l!P?0rtod 11111118 thr°ughout this quarter by persowiel fron 

Helioopter Conptmy, end hv the lOth pA.h. 
finder Beteehnent. Tho neoenslty for prÄTSto^h 
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to the ground units is cnphatically revealed in the concern expressed 
by higher headquarters recently over the unneccessary dropping of 
sling loads by amy aircraft. 

Kit4* „ nr, Tk-RCKjl Infantry use the sling load capa- 
bility of IH-1£) and CH-47 aircraft extensively and as such oust be 
thoroughly Knowledgeable in the proper techniques and requirements 
of this mode of transport. Since the beginning of this quarter. 10th 
Battalion Personnel have concentrated on teaching selected RCKA por- 
sonnel in both Divisions the typo loads, procedures for slinging and 
attaching the loads to the aircraft. Such a program must be continu^ 
ous due to rotation of personnel within the unios and it should be 
«ho responsibility of the ground units to insuve that they have quoL- 
lilcd rigging personnel at each pick up zone to accomplish this task. 

b. ITEM: Night training, 
• • 

DISCUSSION : In view of the increased emphasis being 
placed on night combat assaults, each company is still required to 
conduct a. minimum of one company size night CL monthly. This may be 
purely a training exercise, as a diversionary tactical operation or 
on actual tactical operation. 

,.,, ^OBSERVATION: The night CA demands a high degree of in¬ 
dividual proficiency. The only way to maintain this proficiency is 
to practice the techniques frequently. If it is not possible to con¬ 
duct a night CA in conjunction with the tactical situation or with 
the supported, unit. A practice night CA can be arranged, using the 
organic pathfinders with battalion supervision. ë 

o. ITEM; Running takeoff techniques. 

DISCUSSION: Normally, a fully loaded UH-IC helicopter 
needs a larger area in which to make a modified running takeoff (Air¬ 
speed over altitude). This results in a nose low attitude, and should 
it have a protruding turret, like the M-5, on its nose, such an atti¬ 
tude could result in damaging the weapon on the ground surface. Par¬ 
ticular emphasis has been placed on teaching newly assigned gun pilots 
the techniques involved in this type of take off, 

- , . OBSERVATION: It is important to note that the techniques 
takeoffs and landings are no longer a portion of either 

the CONARC school curriculum or in current standardization manuals. 
iis technique in addition to low RPM recovery, another often neglect¬ 

ed but useful skill, is in daily usage throughout RVN by both slide 
as well as gunship aviators. 

d, ITEM: Training RCKA aviators and mechanics. 

_ DISCUSSION: The 129th and 48th AHC have, since 1¾ May. 
boon training ROKA fixed wing aviators in UH-1D helicopter flying. 

4 
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Each of the aviators flow an average of 250 hours on nil nissions with 
■fcho exception of CA*s. The ncchanics and crow chiefn were viven OJT 
by the 129th AHC. 

QBSERVATIONî This progran was successfully accomplished 
through close liaison with supported units« The RCKA personnel pro¬ 
gressed very well but the need for fonaal school training v;s still 
apparent at the close of the progrnn on 21 July 1967. The?! aviators 
arc considered proficient only as copilots for adrain: trat' o typo 
nissions. An ovaluav'.on of each aviator nado > y the ;onpar.^cs at that 
date, clearly indicate tiro need for additional training, 

4. (U) INTELLIGENCE. None. 

5. (0) LOGISTICS. 

a. ITEM» Organisation of remote area refuoling/reaming points. 

DISCUSSION» Logistical planning by ground forces in 
connection with combat operations has not been given adequate considera¬ 
tion to terrain security and safety requirements for helicopter re¬ 
fueling and rearming points. At tines, the battalion has boon requir¬ 
ed to place largo POL storage containers and dispensing equipment 
as well as roaming points within a perimeter too small to permit 
adherence to safe practices. FS//FSE commanders have boon reluctant 
to provido even the minimum required terrain for this purpose. De¬ 
fensive plans have not given consideration to the largo parking area 
required at a battalion size mini-port. Consccucntly, it has boon 
necessary to land aircraft outsido tho porimeter, many times within 
the destructive range of defensive mines. Traffic congestion, in 
thoso instances, has been aggravated by tho lack of parking »pace 
for queuing up waiting aircraft, 

OBSERVATION» Helicopter refuoling/roarming at field sitos 
can be accomplishod more safely and efficiently through adequate site 
selection and organization. This has been discussed and emphasized 
through liaison visits with the supported units, 

b, TTIMi Operational use of Mk-24 illumination flare, aircraft- 

DISCUSSION» Operational omploynent of tho MK-24 aircraft 
flare using the four foot safety lanyard has proven to be unsatisfactory 
from a safety standpoint. Several incidents of ignition within, or in 
close proximity to, tho helicopter have resulted in damage to tho air¬ 
craft and injury to the crow. 

OBSERVATION» The addition of a safety lanyard package 
(lanyard length - 50 foot)(FSN 1370-937-7806) permits a greater de¬ 
gree of safety in tho employment of this device, with no decrease in 
effectiveness. Operational tests of this lanyard have boon onnplntod 
with no mishaps. 
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6* (C) OTHER. 

a. ITEM: Evaluation of the UH-1 tactical foraation light¬ 
ing aysten (TFLS), 

DISCUSSICM: Four flighta have boon conducted in the 
evaluation of TFLS, Tho configuration for evaluation consists of 
three exterior oabin lights ató one tail boon light, Tho cabin 
lights aro installed at a 35° sight angle and can bo : eon oily when 
at this angle, 

OBSERVATION: Tho installation of those lights on tho 
UH-1 aircraft is supposed to facilitate fomation flying at night. 
Evaluation la continuing and a report will bo proporod in Septesabor 
1967, At present 16 hours havo boon dovotod to this project, Ob- ■ 
vious shortcomings in this system aro that tho rate of closure and 
horizontal distance cannot bo dotorninod, Tho lights are nounted 
for a 35° angle or sight, as opposed to tho 45° angle of sight nor¬ 
mally used for fomation flying, 

b, ITEM: LZ construction using TAC air, 

DISCUSSION: The 9th Infantry Division, RCKA, has attempts 
od to construct landing zones in mountainous and Jungle terrain with 
the use of TAC air. This system has proven inoffoctivo. None of tho 
areas cleared were suitable for landing a helicopter, 

OBSERVATION: The Air Force had err ended 183,000 pounds 
of high explosivo boni.', in a attempt to clear t thirteen landing 
zones. Those areas were not suitable for landing in that the result¬ 
ing rubble and orators made the aroa as unusuablo as it was before, 
Tho use of TAC air would probably bo effective to penetrate dense 
jungle canopies so troops could rappel through trees, Choe the troops 
wore on the ground, they could construct the LZ’s, This usage would 
bo moro effective and officient than the use of high explosivo air 
ordnance to attempt to clear LZ’s with assets presently in USAF in¬ 
ventory, 

— c, ITEM: Poor land lino voice capability, 

DISCUSSION: Certain land linos used for Communications 
have often failed to meet the required quality nocossary for continu¬ 
ous reliability in combat operations. 

OBSERVATION: Frequent checks on land line routing indicate 
that the primary reasons for failure are normally due to carrier and 
VHF radio. Further inspection indicates that tho VHF (AN/TRC-24) cir¬ 
cuits, »Aich cause primary difficulties, "shoot" for distances in ex¬ 
cess of 60 miles. This is an overextension of VHF capability which is 
normally 35 to 40 miles as a maximum. Shortening those distances ap¬ 
pears to be tho only logical corrective measure. This can be accomplished 
only by installation of additional carrier equipment and increasing tho 
number of carrier facilities. 
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P/JlT II - RECOMMENDATIONS 

. 1. (C) Personnel. 

—Roforonce: Reaesignnent orders for EEROS. 

Recomend that additional onphasis be placod upon rocoipt 
of assignment orders by at least 30 days in advance of DEROS to facili¬ 
tate ability of personnel to adequately plan for their personal natters. 

-k* •’Reference: Separated Units' Augmentation. 

L Recommend that additional security forces bo provided 
'° aviation units which are required to maintain two separate bases, • 

2. (0) Operations. 

a. References CH-47A troop ladder employment« 

, . , x^Rc’°TcPnGnd that a recovery apparatus and a quick release 
device for the CÜ.47A troop ladder be developed to insure that safety 
requirements are not» An EIR is currently being prepared on this 
subject, 

4 Refcronco: Utility versus observation type helicopters 
in use within CH-47 companies. 

Roconnend that utility holicopto-v- voplaco the observation 
helicopters presently :.i assault support horde, tor companies. An action 
letter will bo submitted through channels, o:;cb, sing this view. 

3« (c) draining and 0rpanig!nt1r>^B. 

Reference: Training in Running Talceoffs and Landings, 

t-i t ± Recommend that renewed onphasis be placed on those valuable 
•trying techniques stressing also low RPM recovery, 

4. (U) Intelligence. None. 

5. (C) Logistics. 

-a. Reference suitable refüoling/renrming sites. 

Roconnend that division and brigade/reginontal (ROK) 
logistical planning procedures be ononded to include detailed plan¬ 
ning for terrain, security and safety roquirenents for supporting 
helicopter units. The controlling aviation agency should be repre¬ 
sented at these planning meetings for the purpose of nonitoring refuel- 
ing/roaroing site selection and organization. 

21 

CO N F \ D F N V j A L 



CûnF'OENTiAl- 
b» Roforonco uso of $0 foot lanyçird vlth MK-24 flare, 

Roconnoná that all units using MK-24 flares for illunina- 
tlon include In their SCP the use of the 50 foot lanyard for safety 
reasons, 

6* (C) Other. 

Reference: Limitations on carrier and VHP systems (Land 
lines coununications), 

Reconnend that ' oerrior and VHP systems adhere more closely, 
by the use of additional equipment or relocation of existing equip¬ 
ment, to roccmnondod maximum transmission distances (40 miles as a 
maximum). 

LIC, INF 
German ding 

4 Incls 

Withdrawn, Hqs, DA 

4, Night Extractions 

22 

CONhl OENTlAi- 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGD-SC (10 Aug 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jul 67, U1C 

WFAJAAK, RCS CSFOR-65 

HEADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240 25 Aug 67 

TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 

1. (U) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Operational Report for 
quarterly period ending 31 Jul 67 is. forwarded for information and necessary 
action. 

2. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this ORLL and concurs with the 
report as modified hetein. 

3. (C) Reference Section I, Significant organizational activities. 

a. Reference para 6b. The 10th CAB is being maintained very 
close to the authorized manning level for aviators. This results in 
some warrant officers in command positions. Hq, USARV has been made aware 

of this situation. Every effort is being made to keep the avirtion units 
at their manning level. 

b. Reference paragraph 6d. This problem will solve itself with 
the two companies being reassigned; they will then be relieved of the re¬ 
quirement of maintaining two base camps. 

4. (C) Reference Section II, Part I, 6c. Communications service 
in the Tuy Hoa - Phu Hiep area has been of poor quality in the past; 

Additional communications facilities are progranmed to be in operation 
within the next 60 days which will improve telephone service in the Phu 

Hiep area. 

5. (C) Reference Section II, Part II Recommendations. 

a. Reference para la. This is a command-wide problem. G-l, 

USARV has responsibility in this area and reports that this situation 
should improve shortly. 

b. Reference para lb. A request has been submitted through 

command channels for additional security forces. There is a definite 

requirement for forces to provide adequate security at the various 
operating bases. 
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c. Reference para 2b. The observation helicopter assigned 
to the CH-47 units has proven to be ineffective and will be replaced 
as utility aircraft become available. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

s/J. G. Connor, CPT 
for t/A. R. ZENZ 

LTC, CE 

Adjutant 
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AVFA-GC-Or <6 Sep 67) 2nd Ind 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jul 67, UIC 
WFAJAAK, RCS CSFOR-65 

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 13 Sep 1967 

TO: Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 96307 

(C) This headquarters has reviewed the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion 
Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 

July 1967 and concurs with the recommendations and observations as modified 
by the 1st Ind and the following comments: 

a. Reference paragraph 6c, Section II, Part I (page 20)-Commander's 
Observations: Non-concur. See discussion para 4, this indorsement. 

b. Reference Section II, Part II (page 21 and 22)-Commander1s 
Recommendations : 

(1) Reference paragraph la. This problem has been discussed with 
USARV G1 and AG. Improvement is being made but continued emphasis is re¬ 

quired to insure that individuals receive their orders in a timely manner. 

(2) Reference paragraph lb. A letter has been submitted requesting 
additional spaces for personnel through CG, 1st Avn Bde to CG USARV. 

(3) Reference paragraph 5a. ACofS, G4, Hq IFFORCEV will advise 
the ROK Liaison Detachment of the need to have Hq, ROKFV incorporate into 

all SOP's procedures for detailed planning of terrain, security, and safety 
requirements for supporting helicopter units. 

(4) Reference paragraph 4. Non-concur. The observation appears 
to address only the VHF terminations in Dong Ba Thin when, in fact, elements 
of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion and Phan Rang, Nha Trang, Ninh Hoa, 
Phu Hiep, An Son and other locations are serviced through a mixture VHF, 

microwave and tropospheric scatter links that comprise the in-country commu¬ 
nications system. The control of circuits and the means over which circuits 

are routed is determined by MACV. Circuit quality and circuit restoration are 
supervised meticulously and troubles are recorded as a basis for system 

analysis and improvement. These detailed records do not support the conten¬ 
tion that failures are due primarily to VHF radio. MACV is aware of the present 
iong line system shortcomings. Field operating agencies are engaged in a 

continuing improvement program. The final answer to improved quality of 
circuits serving the sidely dispersed elements of the 10th Combat Aviation 
Battalion and other subscribers lies in upgrading the total in-country 

systems. The observation with respect to the overextension of VHF systems is 
quite correct in many instances. However, positioning of these terminals 
and relays is a considered judgment which usually reflects a compromise 

between the ideal and the realities of terrain and security in the current 
tactical environment. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

25 s/B. L. Chenault 
t/B. L. CHENAULT 

2LT, AGC 

CONFIDENTIAL Asst Adjutant General 
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;VDA-C (10 Aug 67) 3rd Ini 
lUDJKCTi Operational Reix>rt i’or darter dndin¿, jl Jul/ 1 ‘/°7 dul'Oii««» 

HiiDQU. U'Mia,- I öl’ AVI TIOií LRIGAÜK, AlO <^4 

TlüiUi Comiflcnding General, Ui) Aruy Viotrv*;u, Aï'i*'J: ..VlioO-íLÍ, Alt; V637i> 
Cocuuander in Cnioi’, IS Arr.y l ucillo, A/iUi OiOI’Wdi, MO 

ÏOi Assistant Chiei' oí 3tafi for Force Oevolopntent, Uopartuont of the 
Aray (ACSiOH DA), Wasliin¿;bon, 1).0. iOJIo 

1. (U) ïiiis headquarters h.-a roviowoci subject report oi the 10th 
Coiabat Aviation battalion, considere it to bo adequate and concurs with 
the coatoats as indorsed, 

2, (C) The following aaditional coruients are considered partiront: 

a, Ueierenco Joct U, tart X, par 2a, figo 14: Concur. Specific 
instructions for collation oi UA lora 73¾1 fro contained in AH 93-^4 fnd 
U&dlV üo¿¿ 95-1. bach he« d.,u:rtoro propsridt; DA lora 75V hfve tne appropri¬ 
ate reiorencos. bad; succeeding, hijier ha .d^uartors Is rosponsiblo to i.on- 
itor the preparation and submission oi UA iom 757 arid in sur o their uccur- 
acy prior to lorv/urding tliru channels. 

b. Ueierenco :>oot II, Fart I, par 2b, pu¿;o 15: Concur, Gloso 
and continuous control over gunships rust bo tiainUvined ujm i.iultiplo 
teoxas are uood to propere tiuitiple b¿*a. Xi .vitornato uLaaL n oo: * anders 
am not appointed ior this pur oso, tho senior .uv„ud pla aon lo dor should 
be appointed gunship C4C. tho ooquanca oi events lor ¿pm operations is 
reported to blxu on tho designatod gunuidp iroquoncr/' thoreby oliiuirinti>^ 
th.it trafilo iron tho eoEircand rwto. 'iho gimoldp CãG víill coordiivito 11 
plutsos of gun op-orations vdth tho air nisuion co .uaudor* 

c* Reiorcnco tcct II, I'art I, i^r 3c, pago 1ö: rrocoduros out¬ 
lined in applicable - 1Ü pubiicatioao proscribe propor techrdqùos to oj.er- 
ato aircraft in a oaf* sianncr* V-hilo tho procedure diacuaacd is coutoniy 
used by aviators in heavily loaded holLoo tera, it is a joor substituto 
ior good pilot technique and will ero do a laico soase of security, t ho 
procedure should be avoided viun possible and used on4 in oviorgency sit¬ 
uations. 

y 

d. balerenco Coot 11, lart I, pur 5a, pago 19: íbrthoonüaíg 
revision to the logistics chapter of tho brigado oj orc.ti as i.vtni ai will 
contain oo&iplete guidance on reiuoling >nú roaridn oporntions to include 
terrain evaluation, task orgmiantion site &u bocLion, o;,or tion of ro- 
fueiing equipment, and personnel anu equiiœeat capubiiltios and pltmnii^ 
consideration. 

$ 

& 
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AVU^J (10 Auß 67) 3rd Ind 
alWECti Optr*tionaX Keport for Wunrtor aiding 3I Jul; I967 («ca 

SEP 3 0 1967 

ü;ííUíi-ó5) 

{¿U^Ä’in Sï»Kî^ ïïîl 
contain guidanoa for uaa of the 50 foot lanyard with the H-24 fiero. 

JOB THE COHriAWDEHt 

1 2nol 
no :13 T. mum 

Captain» ACC 
Aaat Adjutant Conaral 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (10 Aup 6?) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational P.etx>rt-Lessons learned for the period '^ndinp 

31 July 1967 (R7S "S^OR-65) 00 

HiADQUARTEHS, UNITED STATES ARt-Y VIETNAM, A FO San Francisco 9637f¡ • ? ^ -v 

TO: Co-nnander in Ohief, United States Arav, Pacific, rpop»o-p} 
Al’O 96558 

1. (U) This headouarters has reviewed the Oner,ationa"> nenar+,-T °ssons 
l earned for the period endinp 31 July 196? rroai Meadouarters, i°th S^bat 
Aviation Rattalion (’¡’AJA) as indorsed. 

2. (O) Pertinent co^nents follovr: 

a. Reference iteai concerninp assipnnent orders, section TI, nart 
I, paragraph la, pape 14: Concur. It is recopnized that the late reo^int 
or non-receipt of assignment instructions prior to D !R0S causes nersonel 
inconvenience. This headouarters nakes every possible effort to obtain a 
firn unit of assignaient for each individual departi nr this comand. 

(l) This headouarters has instituted nrocedures to nrovide 
each 'aajor commander ’-rith machine premred assipnment instruction listines 
or sequentially numbered assienment instruction letters tor individuals 
assigned to his command. Tach corrvnnder is also furnished a listing of 
those individuals for whom assipnment instructions hive not been received 
30-60 days prior to DEPiOS for verification and return, "hese listines 
provide for closer control of these nersonnel and identify individuals 
on whom special attention should be ^ocused by DA, this headouarters, and 
the major comiander, further improvements of the assipnment nrocedures 
can be made by Department of the Army, Office of Personnel Orations in 
providing more timely notification to this headouarters op individual's 
assipnment. 

(2) Cnecial attention by the 10th Combat Aviation Pattalion 
to insure that eligible personnel are reported for reassignment at the 
proper time will also assist in solving this nroblem. 

b. Reference item concerninp the CH-47 helicopter troop ladder, 
page 16, naragraon f. Concur in the reouirement for rapid rollup and 
quick release on equipment of this tyne. At the present time, t-o sena- 
rate actions concerning this eauiment are oendinp. 

i>o.viiijrudcd at 3 year Interval* 
Declassified after 12 year* 
DOD DIR 5200á0 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (10 Aug 6?) Uth Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Re port-1 .es sons learned for. the Period. Ending 

31 July 1967 (ROS OSPOR-65) (U) 

(1) A product i'iorovernent action is in nropress to provide 
'notorized rollup and ouick release capability, 

(2) A reouest to the field will he dispatched in the near 
future to deter.nine present re oui regents for this enuipnent, dontinnation 
of the product improvement action ndll be predicated on present and future 
requirements for this eouipnent. 

c. Reference item concerning observation helicopters versus 
utility helicopters, page 16, paragraph g. Nonconcur in the use of utili¬ 
ty helicopters for maintenance support or administrative missions, T’he 
UH-1 helicopter is presently in short supply in RVN and inputs ^or the 
next two month period have been greatly reduced, lT-6 and U-l aircraft 
are being made available to this command and will be used for the above 
mentioned missions, USARV message WHAV-R 6479Ó dated 1 October 1967, 
allocated 10 U-l and 2V U-6 aircraft to the 1st Aviation hrirade to 
support these activities. 

d. Reference item concerning runninr take-off technioues, pace 
18, paragraph c and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2c, Nonconcur in the re¬ 
quirement to lo’.’er the helicopter nose to effect a take-off. Tomering 
of the nose below the horizontal plane is a dangerous and unacceptable 
technique. Instructing newly oualified aviators in a technioue of get¬ 
ting a heavily loaded gunship off the rround in this manner, rather than 
emphasizing sa^e procedures such as reducing total aircraft •'•’eight, is 
considered an invitation to disaster. All US"RV aircraft should be 
operated with strict adherence to accepted technioues as taught at the 
aviation school and to gross ’■’eights not exceeding those allowable for 
existing conditions, 

e. Reference item concerning tactical formation lighting system, 
page 20, paragraph 6a, Monconcur in the observation that a 36 degree 
angle of sight is faulty. Might formation flying is presently taught 
using a 35 degree rather than the 45 derree sight angle used ror day¬ 
light formation flying. The 35 derree sight angle provides better 
observation of the forward helicopter and better allows for adecúate 
rotor separation. 
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AVHGC-DST (10 Aug 67) 4th Ind 
¿UBJbCT: Operational O.eport-T.essons hearned ^or the Period '^ndinr 

31 July 1967 (nos ospor-65) (H) 

3. (U) A copy o^ this indorse-nent vd.ll be furnished to the r-nortinr 
unit through channels. 

FOR THK COMi.Ai'JDSR: 

il a. ik.NSA 
(’npl'im ATC 
AnsiM-ml Aiíjuliuit (iffx r*i( 

4 Incl 
nc 

ce; HC, 10th Combat ivn Rn 
HC., 1st Avn Rde 
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GPOP-DT(10 Aug 67) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 

from HQ, lOth Cbt Avn Bn (UIC: WFAJAA) (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) 

HQ, US ARMÏ, PACIFIC, APO San Franciaco 96558 4 jAn. 1960 

TO: Aaaistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Waahington, D. C. 20310 

Thia headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indoraeraenta and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF; 

/ 

4 Incl 
nc 

X. F. OSBOM 
MAJ, AM 
Am! Afl 

31 

t r«js 



C O N i O £. N/T»#\U 
WIGHT EXTRACTIONS 

During this reporting period, the 281st Assault Helicopter Coopany 
conducted a total of four LÂRP night extractions In conjunction with 
the 5th Special Forces Group, (Airborne) B-52's Project DELTA, A sumoary 
of these operations is discussed below, 

A total of four night extractions were perfonned, although it 
■ust be emphasized that each \ma under extreme emergency conditions* 
Thé following factors wore evident after the successful completion 
of oaoh. 

1* In each Instance the recovery flight was able to booome 
familiar with the area during the remaining daylight that axistod at 
the time of the insortion* This also enabled tho armed helicopters 
to bo able to establish their pretoctivo cover orbits sinco thoy too 
wore involved-in tho insortion, ftiis familiarity was essential to 
observe tho condition, location and any unusual ehoraotorletios of 
tho landing sonos. The same crows involved in tho insortion mode 
tho ooctraotions, 

2, Tho rapid reaction of tho recovory elements and the amw* 
od hellcopters was instrumental in tho successful completion of tho 
operation. In two instances, intense largo caliber automatic weapon 
fire was roooivod and in both cases, tho aimed helicopters supprossod 
tho firo. 

3, Hiring two night extractions which wore conducted with 
the aid of flares, the initial orientation of tho recovory flight was 
difficult. After operating in minimum light or darkness and then sud¬ 
denly having a tremendous amount of light, the aviators experionood 
considerable orientation problems. After a few minutos, an adjustment 
was made and there wore no further difficulties. Again, emphasis is 
placed on tho fact that reorientation would have boon far more diffi¬ 
cult had the recovery element not been familiar with the proposed land- 
ing zone and the surrounding area, 

4, Each extraction was made on favorable terrain, Tho areas 
were well defined and ertdily located. Trees,, stumps or the stoop 
slopes present in throe of the four landing zones prohibited touch¬ 
downs and rope ladders had to bo used to achieve tho recovory. The 
time involved to effect this method of extraction is excessive and a 
maximum of only four to five people could be picked up at a time, 

5, During one extraction of a äewned helicopter crow 
ber, his position was located by the use of a signaling mirror re¬ 
floating light from MK-24 flares, 

Tho complete understanding between the aviation and ground forces 
with each other's procodures was the key to the success of the night 
operations. This mutual understanding was the direct result of oon- 

Inclosure #4 
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tlnuoue operations o/er an oxtendod period of time and a familiarity 
of each other's capabilities and limitations. Hie successes achieved 
in these night extractions may result in a temptation to rely moro 
on this method as a normal procedure, ftio of the more obvious 
vnntagos of night extractions is that after the reconnaissance element 
has departed the infiltration landing zone and requires an emergency 
extraction hours lator, the recovery element may bo totally imfnm<nnr 
with tho new pick up zone and area. Another disadvantage is that no 
time is available to evaluate or prepare the pick up zone. Use of 
flares in this situation is mandatory. 

The greatest obstacle in night extraction techniques is tho insuf¬ 
ficient amount of training timo available between actual operations. 
Jaoiliarization training is provided but the desired degree of profi¬ 
ciency cannot be attained in the alloted time. This technique is and 
should be considered only as valid emergency procedure» 
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