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CONFIDEHTIAl 

Hll^QUAirriRö, 223D CaQA'i! oUPPdlT AVIATIOII 3AlTALI0r 
APO öan Prawclseo   962X 

A CD-US 1?. Aii£i.st 1967 

SUBJECTi   Ooapatioxml Report /.'or tortorly Period 31 July 1967 
(.ICS afFCR-65) 

TOt Ö^Ä D^THCLTIOl' 

o3CTI0I-! I Slgjairicant OrstirJLatttiond Activi'.tiöe 

1 •    (ü)    GonercJLi 

a.   The 223d Conbct Sii^port Aviation Batt.-JLion, Tron 1 lie?. 
through 31 July 1967 (-.dth tho aooots o'2 ei£;lit aviation co:.ro£uiios), 
continued its import 0? oorJaat operatione to US Porcoa, Proe World 
I£.litary Aßüistanoo Forces, and ASVI" Forces»   During tills reporting 
period there '.mo contjjmod ii^rovaaont ox facilities at Battalion 
Ilcadruartors,   Construction of a nev Dattalion ileadcaxrtarc bvilc'ins " 
on the east oide of Qul iHion ATCQ" .Airfield is being aocompllchod 
tlirough the self help iniprover.ient prosroru   Tha no1.; :?acilitios, uMch 
vdll house all staif sections, i/ill eliminate the present probier. 
area of staf.. sections being uicloly separated on the airfield due to 
shortr.;-je of space»   This an'on^eient vdll result in iapsviti and 
closer staf;.' coordinr.tion and olininate loss of tine ancl rjairooirer 
due to travel tir.e and distance to present staff locations.   The nevly 
fleairinated area «vtMO^t^ bf.llets tho battalion's oflficers oivi coifc- 
tinuod ixiprovecioritf are being accoirpiished and :dll Bcrtfcnn t'jroiisliout 
the narrt reporting period.   The nev; hattoiion hoadqii.,rters is roaming 
correlation vdth a ;.i'ot

;ectcd corriletion date of 12 August 1967. 

b,    (U)   T>.e Battalion publinhod a Pochet Guide for Visiml 
Rccovaaiscance (VR) ozid a Viermal. Reconnaiesanoe Manual;    Both of those 
publieations vere clerivad fro:1, exnorionce gained XJI tho past by the 
Rooonnaisaanoe Äir;laiio Conprjiioe,    Tho information was consolidated 
cad pv.bl.iahed to '.io u&ec" ac a ^ttldo in tha conduct of visual roeonnai» 
Eüance nissions«   Tho pocI:ot ..pxidos r-id :uiiualD •xwe boon cliotributed 
to each Heconnaiasance Air*'L'.ne Corrpany .uid an adequate nvv.ibor ere 
boing held by battalion ill order that they can bo distributed to each 
new av.Uitor as he arrives in-ooiuitry.   T;;o prot'v.ct vv-c tho reeuJ-t of 
riucli MOSUL on the pert of roprosentatives fxwi the units aiad the 
Euttallon 3-3•   Copies of tho guides ere attached as inclofiure 1 & 2. 

Downgraded at 9 year Interval 
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c.    (C)   The 212th Conibat Support Aviation Battalion 
ar'VÄnce ^arty arrived in UVfl on 2h July 1967«   The advance party 
was f cllowed by iihe main body which arrived in .a Tang on 30 July 
1967.   7he advance party, after being briefed by the 17th (^roup 
and then 223d Aviation Battalion, proceeded to its operational 
site at Marble    ountain iiarine \ir facility in Da Nang«   The 
Battalion is composed of twenty three officers and eighty-six 
enlisted men*    Once the battalion becomes operational it will 
inherit control of the 232d Iviation Company, 220th Aviation 
Company, and the 131st \viation Company, which at the present time 
are part of the 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion*   A request 
for a construction directive for the 212th Combat Aviation Battalion 
was initiated b-" the Da Nang Sub Area Command during April 1967, but 
was not returned prior to the unit's arrival in country«   The 
inability to secure a construction directive prior to the arrival of 
the unit causec1 a delay in the initiation of the unit's building 
program«   It is felt a construction directive should be requested 
and approved before the unit's arrival in country in order to facilitate 
the start of construction at the earliest date possible. 

d«    (C)   The 220th leconnaissance Aviation Company saw enemy 
activity substantially increased in the I Corps Area.   A definite 
increase in intensity of fire against 0-1 aircraft was seen with the 
employment of 37mm, 67mm, and 3AI1 missiles near the DlIZ«   This action 
indicates the effectiveness of the 0-1 Aircraft since the   rorth 
Vietnamese went to great lengths to keep these aircraft out of the 
D IZ as they- moved new units in.    ■'requent and heavy bombardment of 
the Dong ila iirfield necessitated temporary evacuation of the Uth 
platoon from th?.t location during the period h July through 9 July 
1967.   Attacks by .'orth Tietnamese regulars ir* the Quang Tri Province 
were ciaracterized by artillery fired from the vicinity of the D.IZ, 
use of 120mm and liiOmm rockets, frequent mortar attacks ap.ainst Cia 
Linh and Con Thien, and "human wave" attacks against VS Üarine forces 
south of the DIIZ«    The MACV compound in Hue withstood two mortar 
attacks early in the quarter, however, no injuries were sustained by 
the personnel of the 220th.    On Hi July, the Da Hang llain Airfield 
suffered extensive damage from a rocket attack.    These events mark 
the more significant indications ef stepped-up enemy activity in the 
I Corps Area and demonstrated his capability to attack at his own 
choosing, time, and place,   T'ie 220th Aviation Company,during the 
repjrting period, participated in thirty-six major Marine and ARVJ 
Operations, 

'Extensive Improvements to the coraoany heac1/uarters compound 
at flue Phu Bai were completed or initiated during the period.    The 
unit mess and recreation facilities were renovated and extended, 
bunkers within the compound have been reconstructed and consist of 
the underground with overhead cover typ».   The aircraft revetment 
program is ninety percent complete.   A series of articles were written 
by I'jc, Charlie Black of the Columbus Georgia Enquirer about the 220th 
Aviation Company. 
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These articles were pv.olished by several other s^mdioated newspapers 
and told the atorj of 'ehe unit's actions and . contributions in the 
Asau Valley, and of actions with the Ijarlnes»   On 28 June 196?, 
Colonel Oust, De, uty 'Brigade Co..ü.xander, 1st  -viatlon Brigade, visited 
the "^Oth Aviation Coinpanj^.    He was very Impressed with the units 
".onbat observation and operational capability« 

e«    (C)   During the past quarter, the 219th leconralssance 
Airplane rso.inany continued its mission of visual reconnaissance of 
the northern half of the II Corps Area«   In conjunction with the 
mission, the company supported such operations as the Uth Division's 
,Tyr?.nci8 ilarlon", the 173d Airborne Brigade's "Operation Oreeley" 
and the 5th Special herpes "Operation Omega"«   In addition, the 
company concucted a two-week A3VN aerial observer school and. a one 
week aerial observer school for the Uth Infantry Division.   A test. 
and evaluation was nade of the Decca navigation system installed in 
the 0-1 \ircraft (See Section II, Conmanders Observation and Hecoinmen- 
dations)« 

f.    (C)   During this period, the 133d Reconnaissance Airplane 
Company cortinued to perform its visual reconnaissance mission for the 
entire southern half of the II Corp tactical zone,   Elements of the 
company are permanently stationed at eight different locations in an 
area which encompasses some 2U,000 square idles of jungle, mountains, 
and coastal plains.    In addition te its normal mission this company 
has provided general support aircraft to the following: 

(1) "Task Force Oregon":   During the reporting period 
four aircraft were stationed at Cm Lai in support of this Task Force« 

(2) U.S. Special Forces Recondo School at .ha Trang on 
an On-Call basis. 

■ 

(3) U.S. llavy Coastal Surveillance Center for coastal 
observation between Tuy ^oa and ?han Thiet. 

The Fovr airplane section in support of "Task Force Oregon" has 
increased aopreciably the artillery Battalion's ratio of observed to 
non-observed fires. 

Through the concentrated efforts :^f all members of the company, 
many improvenents were made throughout the 133d company area to 
provide efficient working facilities, fetter security and more 
cor-fortable living conditions.   Sor.ie of the improvements accoraiilished 
were co..str. ction of a unit day room, improvements in the mess hall 
and revetin«? of troop billets,   A new aircraft parking ramp was 
conpleted cluring the month of July by the lUth Combat Bnglneer 
Battalion.   Company Operations is nowlocated in the only building 
on the ramp; however, in the near future a new aircraft maintenance 
hanger anc technical supply building will be constructed on the ramp, 
thus increasing the efficiency of operations.   The perimeter of defense 
of the 133d Company' has been strengthened around the company contone- 
ment area with the assistance of the 13th Engineer Brigade.   A double 
apron fence and guard tower were constructed, additional concertina 
wire ei.olaced and trip flares installed on the perimeter fence. Claymore 
mines have been requested for inclusion in the defense ^lan. 
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g.    'C)    xhe 282d iviatlon Company continued to rxro^ide 
helicopter support to the I Corps advisory effort and combat operations 
conducted by the 1st and 2d AIM! Divisions •    The unit presently keaps 
three UH-lO's at Quong Hgai under the operational control of the 
Senior Advisor, Advisory Peam 2, and three UJ-liis at line Citadel 
under the operv:ional control of the 3ci)ior Advisor, A.visery Team 3« 
The ctwipany minus is emoloyed from 1'orble . lovntain Marine Air 
I^.cility, "wa «ang, in support of I Corps headquarters, and to augment 
the sections at flue Citadel and Quang Hgai when necessary*   The 282d 
Aviation Company participated in three search and destroy operations 
conducted by the 2d A371! Division in Quang i'gai Province by airlift- 
ing the blocking forces»   On 8 July 1967, the unit was scrambled to 
airlift a battalion from the 1st AM Division in Hue, RVII,    rhe 
mission of the battalion was to attack a known HVA battalion located 
in the vicinity of iue.   The ITVA battalion in withdrawing from its . 
last defensive position made contact with the UVN battalion in the 
PZ.   The 232d punships were brought to bear with excellent results 
on the disorganised eneuy*   Since the organization of the arued 
platoon in -larch 1967» considerable success has been achieved in 
combat operations with the 1st and 2d AftVN divisions.   To date over 
three hundred confirmed enemy kills   iave 'seen credited to the "Alley 
Cats" of the 232d Aviation Company. 

h*    (C)    The 196th Aviation Company was relieved from assign- 
ment to the lUth Combat Aviation Battalion.   ?he unit was attached to 
the 17th Combat Aviation ^roup for operations and to the 223d Combat 
Aviation battalion for administration and personnel•    On 2$ April 1967, 
the unit was released from supporting the 3d Brigade, 2!>th Infantry 
Division and aircraft were reallocated.   The unit then coiznitted five 
aircraft to su.iport the A}VK in the Ist Air Cavalry Division Area of 
operations, three aircraft to the Capital HOK Infantry Division, and 
one aircraft in general support of the coastal area.   Again in July 
the aircraft commitment changed, making it necessary to base four 
aircraft in Pleiku in general support of the 5>2d Combat Aviation 
Battalion«    One Aircraft was allocated to the Capital HOK Infantry 
Division; one aircraft for support of AHV1T,    and three aircraft in 
general support of the coastal area.   The 196th Aviation Coiipeny has 
provided support as far south as Saigon, Vorth to Da l^ang. West to 
Pleiku, and throughout the coastal area.    The unit has supported the 
Ist Air Cavalry Division, the 101st Airborne Division, the 3d Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division, the Capital M Infantry Division, the Vlhite 
Horse Infantry Division (rlOK), and numerous other smaller tactical 
and support units.    On 9 July 1967, the 196th Aviation Company partic- 
ipated in a Joint Korean Division Operation.    Seven aircraft were 
committed and flew a total of 63.5 hours in support of the operation. 
During the course of the operation a total of 268 tons of cargo and 
396 Combat Troops were transported.   This operation was very effective 
as a result of the excellent cooperation among the Free World Forces. 

u 
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i«    (C)   The 131st 3urveill'.nce aviation Comp^r has 
continued working under the operational control of MACV J-2 for 
visual reconnaissance, side-looking airborne radar and infrnred 
missions. The 711 missions were flown in the Tigerhound/Steel 
Tiger South Area of Operations.   A total of two hundred seventeen 
rilpsions were recuested with one hundred eighty-six of these flown« 
SI.'ül nisslons were flown in the Steel Tiser South, tolling Thunder 
.md Tdley :-Io areas of operations.   There were eight hundred nine 
missions flown of nine hundred seventy-eight requested.    ;')uring 
the entire reporting period, SLAR alrcr^t lv.ve flown "Tag-en" 
missions in the local area to provide intelligence to the Third 
li;\rine Division which is responsible for the security of the ?hu 
3ai area.   Any targets found in the local area by SLAR aircraft 
while they are enroute to. their regular assigned missions are passed 
on to the   urines«   There were forty-seven IR missions flown in the 
Steel Ticker South Area of one hundred thirteen requested«   On 16 June 
1967, IS mission requests were discontinued by MA.CV J-2«   The rainy 
weather and lew ceilings in the mission area at night precluded 
successful use cf the infrared system,   'ftien the monsoon shifts this 
fall the HI missions should begin again« 

during tae reporting period there have been only two hits on VH 
aircraft compared to sixteen hits during the previous quarter.   Tills 
reduction in nuriber of hits has oeen accomplished by raising the 
normal reconnaiss \nco altitude from l£00 feet to 2500 feat.   Although 
some intelligence is lost due to this higher altitude it is not 
significant enough to off set the high rate of hits at lower altitudes« 
Boreas formerly missions were cancelled while aircraft battle d&iage 
was re nired, there have been no missions cancelte d for this reason 
during the ;ast quarter. 

The Al!/A'r^-25 and AN/AFTU26 ECH equipment was installed on seven 
OV-lB's (3IAR),   Use of this equipment has been successful both as a 
warning and intelligence gat1 ering devise.   The two major problems 
experienced with this equipment hoi been the Interference of the 
transponder, Tacan and SLAR System,   and the f agility of the Rayclad 
(#D-132-06) Splices (See Section II, port I,pr    6c)«   The transponder, 
Tacan axd 3XAB interference problems, causeu by the blanking box, is 
being worked on by Ortaman Air craft Corporation,    In lieu of the Rayclad 
Connectors, Betts Splices were used successfully; an SIR has been 
submitted.   Communications with the Air 'i^orce and -avy, has been a 
major 'problem area.   The mission implementing instructions, SAu 03 and 
dally code word list has continually arrived late.   The infornatien 
needed for each day's operation has mostly been obtained by calling 
TACC, Da Hang.   Since the information must be encoded over the phone 
and then decoded again there is much time lost.    Some Information 
needed is so lengthy and/or classified it cannot be obtained over 
the phone.   Often there is Insufficient tiae for mission planning, Tho 
importance of obtaining current SA-2 (Surface to Air Ilissile) OB can 
be readily realized. 
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Outgoing intelligence is hampered in the sane manner.    ;lt the 
erjrliest, intelligence information is recieved by the user elements 
in 3cdgon two days after the message is initiated in Thu Dai« 
Usually it talces four to five days and r^OBf times over a week for 
intdllifsence messages to reach the agencies in Saigon« 

X half-duplex! sole-user teletype line from the unit to the 
Long Binh Covjnunioations Center near Saigon has been installed 
end is fully operational. However, a helf-duplex circuit cannot 
h-mdla the large amount of traffic that is required of this unit* 
i request for a full-duplex circuit upgraded to one hundred wpm 
is being submitted to solve the communications problem. 

j.    (C)   The 225th Surveillance Aviation Company which became 
operational on 19 June 1967, has begun making a significant contri- 
bution to the overall intelligence collection in RVII.   Through the . 
direction of Ist 7ield Force Vietnam G-2, the unit has flown two 
hundred tlrlrty eight sorties and four hundred eighty-seven hours 
sines becoming operational.   The company, which arrived in country 
on 28 April 1967, is permanently located at Fhu Hiep.   At the 
.resent tima, on extensive building program is underway to complete 
the contoneviiönt area raid aircraft facilities. 

k.    (C)   The 18th Aviation Company (Air MBL FW) continued 
to support all corp areas in RV11 and t'XXO THAI, Thailand, with two 
flight platoons located at Da rang and Pleiku, one provisional 
flight platoon at ilha Trang and one located at Qui Nhon.   The primary 
emphasis has been on aircraft maintenance.   The maintenance has 
steadily improved and the average availability of aircraft has been 
eighty-one., percent.   Secondary emphasis has been on building programs 
consisting of construction of an adequate BOQ for the company officers, 
complete remodeling of the mess hall and completion of a new bunker 
program.    Completion of the BOQ's was accomplished cm 10 June 1967. 
The remodeling of the mess hall, which serves not only the 18th 
Aviation Company, but also HHD. 223d Aviation Battalion, 256th Trans- 
portation'Detachment, 163d   Medical Detachment and attached members of 
the 125th ATC, is still underway with notr.ble progress.    The defensive 
posture of the company has been greatly improved with the completion 
of the bunker srogrflu 

The company during this period flew a total of seventy-five days 
in support of Project Delta, supported JUShiO in the "Ol'Ef AHiiS" 
pregrara with daily leaflet drops, and also flew in support of operation 
Induce with no known results at this time.   This flying support is In 
addition to the units normal mission. 

1.    (C)   The l8$th Heconnaissance Airplane Company arrived in 
the Republic of Vietnam by surface vessel at Cam Ranh Bay on 29 June 
1967.   The unit was preceded by the advance party which arrived by air 
carrier at Blen Hoa on 23 June I967.   It's aircraft wore transported 
by surface vessel Trhich arrived at Vung Ton en 20 June 1967«   The 
aircraft were im eclately off loaded and the task of reassembling was 
completed on 12 July 1967.    The aircraft were then ferried to the 
company*s staging area located at Dong Ba Thin. 
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Tho atfvsnou ipcarby nnd nain body voro welcomed in countr;' by tho 
223d Combat ^Tiauioii 3attiLlon Co w^idor, Lleutäiiant Colonol John 
.1. Ulcliordsai«   On 25 June 196? LfO Uciiardson transported tho 
§6fesm party to Dong ta Thin, which liad boon obtainud by tho 223d 
v,V:.,'.lion as a staging area for tho I'l^th ponding cowplete closure 
o.: o.io unit in cov-itry«   The staging .?.t n«m 8a Thin conaistod of 
&.'T;#ta| items of supply, establishing unit support accounts, 
^-/•■..ibly and organisation of tho unit's organic vehicles and tho 
s.'cm-ing of two hundred thirty (230) tons of WäBTOC and TO&E 
oqv.ipmont which arrived aboard tho Baylor Victory. 

A eoinprehonsive in-country flight check and proficiency firing 
of 2•75" rockets for all aviators was conducted and supervised by 
instructor pilots from the 183d leconnaissajce Airplane Company in 
accordance trith proscribed visual reconnaissance training techniques 
and procedures. 

Tho movement of tho unit to its permanent location at Ban Us 
Thout encountered several unforscen delays due to the inability to 
acquire a convoy security force.   Construction of tho cantonement 
araa fell behind the projected time schedule due to weather and 
movement delays of essential material and supplies which hac1 to be 
transported to Boa ue Thout by air.   As this reporting period ended, 
the 135th leconi aissanoe Airplane Company closed into its in-country 
location and no future delays in attaining operational status are 
anticipated. 

2«    (C)    intelligence aid Counter Intelligence 

a. Visual Reconnaissance sightings continue to be the main 
source of raw intolligonco data in the two Corps zones covered, 
liopetitive observation of <Tn area by the same pilot/observer toam 
co-.vtiiiiv.es to be tho most productive VR concept.   During the quarter, 
tho leconnaissanoo Airplane units of the II Corps accounted for 65- 
70;i of the total information collection efforts.   l?urther, approximately 
5>0.' of all targets cneTged by artillery or air strikes were initially 
r'iscoverod throvigh visual reconnaissr.nce efforts,    The slightly lower 
visual reconnaissance percentages are attributud to the DK10S problem: 
loSs of experienced aviators being replaced by -.iew aviators.   It is 
antici ated thr.t the new arrivals as the3r gain experience will produce» 
visual roconnaiss^.nce results equal to or better than past results, 

b. Continued emphasis has t ->d on the requirement of 
furnishing cualifiad aorial observers ior W    econiaissancc Airplane 
Covipanios.    Tho value of this roquirewent is      preci?.tod throughout 
II Corps with a renewed emphasis in the south    i provinces.   The 
northern provinces recently couple ted trainin    'or several observers. 

c. The Battalion is continuing to encounter difficulty with 
personnel assigned to positions requiring security clearances but 
arriving in-country without records in their possessioni   The problem 
is greatly magnified when the individual is released to the Aviation 
Compardes due to great distances involved bewtaen battalion headquarters 
and the companies. 
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d«   V'unerous air crew wenibers rxo arriving in country 
without reqiiirod oliotogr^phs*   Onco tlio ijic'dvidual ia asaignod 
to a company it ia moat difficult due to distance end lack of tine 
when utilizing borrowod equipmentk    r.iot©graphic equipment has 
been requisitioned, though not received«    rhis discrepancy has been 
brc: ;ht to the attention of higher headcuirters, 

3«    (C)    Operations and Training activities s 

a«    ilanat   Hone 

b«    Operatiens:   The 223d Combat Support Aviation IJattalion 
flew a total of U6, 617 sortie» and 32,1^7 hours in support of 
operations in Tietnam from 1 lay ■ 31 July 1967«   The 0-1 cempardea 
At» 13,719 aortlos and a total of Id, l£3 hours in support of visual 
reconnaissance program in the I ft II Corps tactical zones»   Battalion 
OT-l aircraft flow l,li72 sorties and 3,377 hours in support of J-2 
IvACV.   Also cluring this period a total of 75,$92 oaasengors were air 
lifted. 

c«    Training»   210 hours of nandatory training were conducted 
covering subjocts required by Battalion TO 35>0-l.   This training is 
conducted at comuany, platoon or sector level as necessitated by 
tactical deployment. 

U.    (U)    Lo'.istics:    (See Section II, .?art I, Para $, Logistics), 

5. (U)   Civil Affairs:   None 

6. (C)    l-ersonnel 

a. During the reporting period the battalion suffered 
twenty-five (25) casualties which resulted in four (U) fatalities. 

b. Coimaand Oaanges 

(1) ' ajor Arthur Dims die assured coiiimand of the 196th 
iviation Cosipcugr vice   iajor Jaies 3; l^artln on 20 June 1967. 

(2) I-Iajor Ralph L. Godwin rolinguished couiand of the 
183d Reconnaissance Aviation Coirqpany to Major William R, Benoit on 
13 Juno 1967. 

(3) On 25 June 1967 *IaJor t'amos .1. Hay assumed co;jnand 
of the 131st ourveillance Airplane Company from Iiajor A.A. ilaaieri. 

c. ajar 'illiam 7. Sullivan of the 232d .iviation Co..ipar- 
receivec" t '.e Legion of .erit for his outstandoig service as Company 
Commander. 

d. The following is a list e' autnorized and assigned strength 
of tlie 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion on 31 July 1967. 
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A7G:)-DP 

..i3 OF 31 Jill 1967 

Authorlsec' ft Aseigned Strength teport 

Cc   -.i www Officer Parsonnel 3 Aug 67 
2V:: .vu 3n 

HIS) 

AÜTH 

r B5 
TOTAL 0F7 

IT 

ASO 
wTm 
"7lW 

TOTAL 
KIBSEL'T J 

15" ^i??? 

o.i Durr 
MAL 

18th 16 38 120 irk lh 16   97 127 10 16 87 113 

256th 1 l   50 52 1 0   37 38 i 0 31 32 

163d 1 0     9 10 l 0   10 11 i 0 10 11 

183d 32 1   95 123 21 3   98 122 21 3 96 120 

219th iil 1 111* 156 23 7 103 133 23 7 98 128 

131st 37 3 256 296 25 1 259 285 23 1 2?7 251 

220th la 1 llli 156 18 6   83 107 17 6 78 101 

231st i 0     9 10 0 0     7 7 0 0 7 7 

13l*th i 0     9 10 2 0   10 12 2 0 10 12 

3U3d 3 0   26 29 3 0   2U 27 3 0 23 26 

196th 13 If 1*0 186 10 12 1U2 I61i 10 10 131* 151 

610th 1 1   80 82 1 1   6U 66 1 1 62 6U  . 

5U6th 1 0     8 9 1 0    6 9 1 0 6 9 

282nd 15 52 152 219 11 UU157 212 11 y Hi? 201 

USiith 1 1    70 72 1 1   6l 63 1 i 60 62 

50l4th 0 1     8 9 0 1    7 8 0 i 7 8 

519th i 0     8 9 1 0    8 9 1 0 8 9 

225th 12 15 181 208 20 0 191 211 19 0 135 20U 

821st 0 1   17 18 1 0   16 17 1 0 15 16 

539th 1 1   38 ko 1 1   38 ko 1 1 38 liO 

135th 32 1   95 .128  JfL 1   8ß 10U 20 1 82 103 

TOTAL! 272   11*5   1692   2109 189    96 1611   1896   182     93   1515   1790 
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Lleutdiiont Lloyd T. Ilugge, 220th liAC tfe» popthviaously twrxdod 
the Sllvar 3tar for valor while flying an 0*1 visual roconnaiasauco 
ivdssion noar Due' i'ho, 26 Jan 67.   On arrival over a friondly unit 
'.nich wm piniiocl dotm by snipor fire, Lioutaiiant Ilugge saw Viet Cong 
firlnc ften a tröiich which he attaolced with recket^ becauao of the 
vi-, -■■': .-."ccuest of the ground unit.   On hia Joeond dive ftt the hoatilo 
l>o. ..'■■'.c:i the aircraft WM hit and craah Xahied.    Thile trying to 

civ ■ .,   trorn tha wreckage he was f?.tally wounded by the ^iet Cong, 
Captain Joseph H. Hodges and 330 ^oger H« Aitnau both from the 

Z?.','& ^econnaiaaance Iviation Conpany reeaived Silver Stara for 
v -lor Trliile flying near Hoi An en $ ipril 1967f   Upon hearing a call 
fvom another Arny 0-1 pilot requeating help in breaking up a Viet 
Cong anbuah they diverted to the scene iq their 0-1 which was 
moontod tdth an exoerir,iontal window pountef| ;-.:*60 machine Qun,    Once 
over the target they nado five ($) stijaf^ng rune on the yraÜidug-in. 
ambash site before the Viet Cong bfegan to break an^ run.   Positive 
resvlts of thia action were seventeen conflrnaad killed|"?^ ]3rpbable 
killed, and many friendly lives saved« 

7,    (tJ) Signal 

a. Coiiimuriications with subordinate units of this battalion 
continues to be a major problem area, A great number of man-hours 
are wasted each day by personnel of all staff sections attempting to 
pl^ce long distance calls to elements of this battalion locatec. throughout 
I and II Corps tactical zones. The single long range radio organic to 
this battalion, an AN/GRC-li6 which haa an operating range of only Ü3 
nautical miles, is of no practical value f Throe ARC-102 SSQ HP radios 
designed for airborne use have been prpovrec1 tvpra salvaged aircraft, 
modified for ground use, and utilized to supplement the telephone 
coiuunicationa. Although this has greatly increased this battalion« 
ability to communicate with subordinate units as well as higher 
headqurxters it is not a satisfactory solution. Improvised modifica- 
tions to adant this radio for ground use makes repairs oxtren^ly 
difficult. 

b. The telet7pe writer Set AN/VSG-2, which has as a component 
part the AT.7/GRC-106 333 H? r^.dio, is scheduled to be issued in the near 
future to this battalion in limited quantity, Xt is not anticipated 
that this radio will greatly improve the cor.imunications situation as it 
has exactly the same characteristics and capabilities as the AW/GftC-U6, 
less the shelter. 

■ 

c. During this reporting period the Battalion Com-ainication 
Section has continued to operate a battalion switchboard to supplement 
the Qui ITion Local Telephone System because of inadequate telephone 
service.   This switchboard services forty '(1*0) subscribers within tho 
battalion headquarters providing them with acpeaa to the Qui llhon Local, 
direct long distance service, and hot linf comibunications to 17th 
Aviation Group Headquarter^ at ftha Trang and Ijhe 13l4t Aviation Coapaay 
at Hue ?hu Bai. 
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SECTIOI; ZI Co:.ii.»ar.der,s Observation and locosuidiidationi • 

Part I:    Observations (Lessons Learned) 

1. Pe.\-30iir;alj None 

2. (C) Operations 

a. (C) Item: Uso of Airstrilcos and Artillery 

Discussiont Kzny times W-ien coi-clucting A series of 
slrsirikos eu the same target there is a delay between flights 
allowing the aneixy on opportunity to move or regroup during the lull 
in firuig. 

Observation! The Army \viator can initially call In 
artillery, adjust onto the target, then stop the shelling while the 
aircraft drops his ordnance« As the dose air support departs the 
area, the artillery can again bo called In until the next aircraft 
is on station. This would Insure constant coverage of the target 
and discourage enemy movement, 

b. (C) Item» Use of iadar Vector Bonding 

Discussiont Oround concentrations of enemy anti-aircraft 
weapons often prohibit FIG aircrr.ft fron operating In close proximity 
to air strike targets. 

Observation: By giving the attack Jet aircraft the 
frequency of counter mortar radar, the Jet can be vectored over target 
and controlled by the ground radar team with ixeellent results« . 

c« Item (C): Use of Specific JSm in headings for Alrstrlkss, 

Discussion: It has been noted taat in some instances 
airatrike aircraft take more hits when the airborne controller has 
broadcast the run in heading desired» 3y broadcasting this iiiforna- 
tion o-rar the air the enemy if on the control frequency^con .shift all 
tneir fire power toward one specific direction^ 

Obse vation: When the Situation will permit^ the strike 
pilot should select his own run in heading> thereby preventing the 
total massing of enemy fire power toward his initial strike direction« 

di (C) Item: Use of delayed artillery 

Di )iscusSion: It lias been f.-.und that during an artillery 
strike the enemy will seek cover in bunkers, etc»* but that ho will 
leave this sanctuarr as soon as the observation aircraft leaves his 
area« 
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Obaorvation: .After hnving conducted artillerj'" flra 
oii a fortifiod position aatf it is believod t-iat in sdl probability 
t'iaro aru still oneiny liati .".live, the pilot 'dll tüll th<* artilloiy 
hattsry to loaÄ VT and hold for his co.u,iand, rho p^JLot then daparts 
the area and aftsr traveling about 3-5 iviilos the  en&my will antorge 
from their positions. At this time tho eot&ustf to fire can bü givan 
and in all probability the eneny will be caught in the open, thereby 
suffering additional heavy casualties« 

e« (C) Item Defoliation 

discussions inuring the months of Kay and Tune the 196th 
.viation Ooupany conducted several defoliation missions, 4 spray rig 
vaf developed and issued by 17th Conibat Aviation Group. 

Observation: A thorough recoixiaissance of the area to 
bo sprayed should be acconplishod by both the supportad and suppoL'ting 
uzdts. Defoliants should be premised and ready for loading as aeon 
as the aircraft reaches the staging area. For bast coverage the 
aircraft should be flown at 30 to UO knots indicated airspeed and <0 
to 75 fo^t aaove the trees. Gu. ship support should be readily 
available or on call. 

f • (0) Item: Star Light Scope 

Discussion: A snail seals feasibility stu$r was 
coi'iductüd by the 133d Reconnaissance airplane ConpcUiy to investigrbo 
tho capabilltlos of the Starlight Scope when used in the 0-1 Bird dog« 
Tha great number of daylight visual reconnaissance r.iissions and the 
snortage of Aviators during the test oeriod allowed for only so^en, 
two hour, night 7& missions during the full moon period in iiay. Tnose 
missions txerö flown aL ong the coast, over populated areas, and along 
nountain slopes. 

Observations The starlight scope is particularily 
effective along the coast line. The white sand reflects tho available 
light, making it possible to distinguish small objects along the beach. 
It is possible to count the number of orrlocks on a rowboat from the 
altitude of 2^00 feet. Monitoring BOMBOnt along highways or in open 
terrain is relatively easy from the altitude of 2000 feat or bedow, 
Canp fires under the jungle canopy that can not be seen with the naked 
eye can ba readily detected by use of the starlight Scope. To accur- 
ately plot enemy activity at night the aviator and observer team «mst 
be intimately familiar with the terrain and plan the mission carafullj'. 
The use of the starlight scope and its night V?L capabilities merit 
additional evaluation. 

13 
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g.   CO Itemi   Miiliiiit Omf M-60, Wing Mounttd 

Discussion:    during the resorting period the 133d 
kytitim Coiipany laovuited one 11-60 machine gun   under the wing of 
tten orgüiic airplanes.   An ararmmition can with a 600 round capacitj- 
ie used with this weapon system«   The system works electrically and 
is fired by depressing the aviators trigger on the stick hand grip« 

Observation:   Aviators of the 133d Aviation Gonpany hava 
used this weapon to great advantage in the visual recon..aissanoo 
program«   This machine gun system proved vory effective arid has the 
following usast 

(1) Narking target st night utlliflag tmtr msuslrtion« 

(2) Hgrkiag terget for elo»e support Mlloepttrs daring 
daylight operations, 

h,    (C)    Item:    Armored Seats 0-1 Bird Dogs 

Discussion:    During the reporting period the 133d Aviation 
Company was equipped with the pilots seating area protected by ar»ior 
plating«   Though this   armor provides protection against small arms 
fire, the increase in the airplane gross weight, and the interference 
causec by the si at side plates which prevent full aft left stick 
doflcetion, were considered to be justifiable reasons for removal of 
the seat side plates« 

Observation:    By reraoving the armored side plates 37 
pounds of weight WAS removed providing modest inurcvenent in airplane 
per: crmance«   The restriction of movement due to the side plates is 
suspected to be a contributing factor in one of th» company's major 
accidents on an attempted crossvind take-off« 

3«    (C)   Training & Organization 

(C)   Item:    iircraft Utilisation 

Discussion:    '..-axinun utilization of the company's 
orr/anlc 0-1 airplanes Is not being realized«    The airplanes could be 
flown at least twice the number of hours per month than they presently 
are being flown, if additional aviators were assigned« For exrwplo, 
the U3AF ?AC 0-1 airplanes are being flown approodmately ten (10) 
hturs pur day compared to our four (h) to five {$) hours a day«   As 
the nvxiber of 0-1 Airplanes in Vietnam decreases it may be necessary 
that each airplane be required to increase its flying tine to afford 
the saiiie coverage in the visual reconnaissance program«   At present, 
the airplanes are being flam according to the aviators physical 
limitations rather than within the mechanical limitations of the air- 
plane«   "van though there are some repair items which prolong down 
time on airplanes the normal repair parts are readily available and 
repair crew well equipped and trained« 

V 
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ObliffWllOril Aifignmtnt of two (2) avlAton par air- 

plane could provide twice the vieual reconnaissance capability of 
the unit with virtually no increase in assigned aircnft. Modest 
increases in support personnel and squipmsnt would be required. The 
assignsmt of additional aviators would enhance the utilization of 
the Birddog aircraft. 

U. (ü) Intelligence i ITone 

5. (U) Logistics 

a«    (U)   Itao:    Procurement of Slings for ROK units. 

Mscusslont    The Capital liOK Infantry Division was lack» 
ing In the proper sling .xaterial for the 196tli to effecblvejy accomp- 
lish Its mission of resuoply.    Consequently, through direct coordina- 
tion with the USA Depot, Qui llhon, the necessary sling equlpr.ient was 
madö available to the HOK's for issue. 

observation:    Tie oroper sling material must be available 
at the suoported unit for a CH-It7 helicopter company to effectively 
nerform its lüission. 

b,    (U) Item:    Issue and Turn-In of A.-rcrift 

Liscussion:   The 196th aviation Cow^siy arrived in- 
country vrith two OH-23 Aircraft.   The two aircraft were turned in prior 
to unit arrival at base camp and a IH-13 was then issued.   Shortly 
aTtor this, the UH-l w .s turned in and two OH-23's wore issueds 

Observation:    The Toys of this mdt indicates two OH-23's 
as a portion of unit equipment.   The '.TOE shows two UH-l aircraft in 
liou of the OH^'S.   If UH-l's ore to be Issued the TOftE should be 
changed to reflect this.   This aircraft is utilised for liaison, 
reconnaissance, and as a maintenance aircraft to retrieve and issue 
parts to aircraft downed in locations other than their maintenance 
base.   A UH-1 is preferable# 

6. (U) Other 

a. (U) Item: R & R flights out of .Da Hang, liT?,' 

Discussion; The quotas for R & R are given units in I 
Corps for flights departing Cam Tianh Bay. The requirement for" perso:-:.öl 
to travel to Com Hanh Bay imposes a serious burden on the individual, 
the unit, and the trrjisportation carrier. Personnel must be booked at 
least a week in advance with the U3AF ATCO in order to assure getting 
them to Cam ?wanh Bay on time. Further, personnel must depart a minimum 
of a day early to arrive at the R & R Center for procesfing« On the 
return trip, as many as three days are lost in trying t# Obtain a 
flight from Cai.! 3enh Bay to Da Nang* Another factor to consider is the 
tremendous inoreaso in personnel making in-country flighfts. On 
oceasiona, mergers missed R and R flights because they Here bumped off 
the in-country flights by other parsoiuiel with higher priorities. 
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C^a^rvAtions   That 3 ind R flights be achedulod out 
of Dn Hlftfig .^7,:I,   Schot?uliiig vtitomn of the uidta In ICorpi out of 
B^. Itoig would o:ihA:ice the norale of those uidts, ellnlnate tho in« 
country travel time, and preclude no-shows for flignts. 

b, (U)    Iten:    AV/'^C^ 

Discussion; The 220th leconi.aissvace llrpla:ie COi.paiiy 
c'öhlwtid a series of tests in «n tttampt to laprovt coaoamioations 
by l^i€lirtg ft Wtt«? anttttn* l«r the AM/VBC^9. 

Obsarvation:   During ground bc-sting the Axl/V%C-h9 
antorcia was relieved from the vehicle and placed on a 5$ foot pole. 
This a:voü!i:;.a, when usod in conjunction with an antonna couplor, was 
fnr noro effoctive than any other pole type antouna tested, 

c, (U) Item:    .\lI/APR-25 and ÄII/APII-26 installation (131st 
aviation Company) 

l.iscussion;   A1I/AHI-25 ft 26 wiring harness uses /laydad 
)W)-132-06 (2) connectors for splicing of wires,   'Jhen installing the 
harness it was soon discovered that these splices did not hold. 
Several splices had to be respliced during installation,   Probleia 
continued after installation. 

Observation: After broken splices were detected, ^.layclad 
#D-132-06 (2) casnectors were not used. Solder connections have provon 
more satisfactory, 

d, (U) Ite» :   location of AN/AHU2$ and AN/APR-26 (131st 
Aviation Company) 

Discussion:    The installation plan for the AIVAHU25 and 
26, throat display panel, calls for it to be mounted under the pilots 
loft oyo-brow panel, and for the monitor scope to be mounted on the 
left instrument sun glare shield.   The threat display panel and monitor 
scope were designed to ba used simultaneously by the pilot so that he 
coulc? determine type anc location of threat.   Under the present install- 
ation plan, monitoring of both instruments cannot be done satisfactor- 
ily. 

Obsorvatlon:    Tha threat display panel could ba re-located 
to a position on top of the instrument sun glare shield.   This will 
allow the pilot to monitor both instruments at the sams tiiie, (See Inal 
3). 

a,    (C) Item:    Sinergency Com nmication 

Discussion:    lüsuse of the guard channel continues to be 
a problem,    übecessive conversation, not of an emergency nature, is 
connon.   Also, excessive testing and/or misuse of the S?X44i emergency 
beeper is seriously affecting the advriitagos of the system.   It is not 
uiicovü.ion on a flight to hear the beeper for periods of 60 to 90 seconds^ 
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Ojsarv.tion:    Coi.tiuued olsuaa of enorgcucy froquoncioa 
«w4 «^liiBMCit will eventually result In loss of llfo and aqui.i.iunt» 

f •    (C) Xtont    Testing of Doccc .'avigation Systora installed 
In 0*1 aircraft 

Discussion: 

1, Background - Decca was first tested in 0-1 
aircraft of th« 219th Hecon Apln Co in January 196? for approx- 
ImitUly tifKt hours ifith the following results; 

(a) System was accurate and a great aid in 
pin-pointing positions over jungle terrain. 

(b) , A O.U error ciscovered in the transmission 
of tiie "green" station« 

(c) availability of latticed 1:50,000 naps was 
extröaely low, 

(d) Further testing was delayed due to the 
crash of aircraft with Decca system installed in February 196? # 

2, Installation 

(a) Components now installed: 

(1) .mtenna - on belly of aircraft behind 
anti - collision light. 

(2) ' eters - observers compartiiient, left 
side, mounted on bulkhead at station 61.31. 

(3) Control Pcnel - observers coupartraent, 
right side, beliind signal distribution air.ol» 

(U)   Receiver - in baggoge conpartnont 
behind observer. 

{$)   Total weight of s-'stem -* 37 lbs. 

(b) .iodifications required for installation: 

(1) Anteniw -'Hole must be drilled in belly 
of aircraft, and additional mounts and brackets must be fabricated. 
Area abound antenna must then be sealed. 

(2) leters - Holes must be drilled for 
mounting. 

(3) Control Penal - Holes must bo drilled 
for mounting and a mounting container fabricated. 
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(h)    teceiver - ll,r.trorn suet be fabrl» 
cited and nou^tin^ holes drilled« 

(5)   Total viLi-hours - Approxii^atoly 

3.   Testing 

a. .lasting period was fron 13 June 196? to 23 Ju^o 1967* 
VJi.th a total of 2$ hours of flight testuig, 

b. Conditions Wider which tested tmA results: 
■ 

(1) liouiitcinous terrain - favorable   ■ 

(2) Flat, rolling terrain • favorable 

(3) Tleather - Caused Delta wster to give awbiguctts 
indication, 

c. uethoda of testing and results; 

(1) ^i routine VH mission, pilot would Instruct operator 
to take readings over prominent feature (ie# road juriCtions, streau 
Ju:ictions, etc.).   Good results were obtained on approxiioately seventy 
(70) percent of the test flights, 

(2) Headings were sent to a fire support base with a fire 
mission to test the systems used in artillery fire missions,   First 
round "fire for effect" rounds were withift 150-200 meters of target, 

(3) Operator guided to points on the map, with roferance 
only to latticed maps and Becca meters/   These tests proved very 
satisfactory-.   An experienced operator can guide the pilot to a six 
digit grid coordinate. 

Observation» 

1.   Advantages: 

• a.   f«7 useful over jungle terrain where 
coordinatos ore difficult to determine, 

b.   The Decoa system is :-ot affected by mountaiiis, 
• i 

• . .. 
e,   With the use of Pscca, the aircraft remains 

at svun^ctod or known enemy locat ons for a minimum amount of timo. 
Once the Decca reading is tcken over a target, the aircraft can continue 
away from the target area until artillery, helicopter gunships, or 
tactical air arrives •   Previously, pilot had to gain altitude and 
remain in vicinity of the target to get coordinates, .mldng the air- 
craft more vulnerable and warning the enemy, 
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d.   The rapidity of fixing targot loc.iiions 
e:-.:i,aiicofl the eloiaont of sur^risü, 

2«   Dia ctlvantagca J 

A«    Dependent upon his experience with tho JOocc^ 
ihe  ■oservors attontlou to the neters and croas chockii« for^iiropep 
MtmttflC of the s^ten can detract froiu 2^ to $0 percent of his actual 
Vi.sual ..lecoc^nalssance.    This iüiposos a greater roquiirer.ient on tho pilot 
for sighting targets. 

b,^ The Decca "Delta" ueter is affected by x/oatlior 
and will give aribiguous readings.    Only by knowing his location on the 
iVi-p^cati tho observer second guess the ueter« 

c*    In order to supply adequate power for zero- 
ing prior to t'.ke-off, aircraft JIPZI nust bo at least 15)00,   This uust 
be öffne in tlie ta'cs-off position^ because oriSe tho RPM gets nolow 
1^00 and tho aircr ft is raoving (?.s in taxing) the Dacca gets out of 
aoro, resulting in inr.ccurate readings,    Xeters c.'.n bo re-zcrood In 
flight but this is a difficult operation. 

d,"   In their present coi^igta'ation, tho meters 
ars difficult to read accurately. 

i 

e«    Consistently inaccurate readings (200 to 1000) 
wer^ obtainod in VR   areas 3A and 13 (r.iap sheets 6536 IV and 6537 HI). 
It is snspocted that the hand drawn lattioo on these i.r.ps is incorrectly 
plotted.   The Liajority of bad readings were obtained In these araas. 

f •    (U) Iten:   Wearing of fiw Proofud "light 
Suits. 

Discussion:    On 10 :.>.y 1967, the 13th 
Aviation Goripany had on aircraft accident occvr at Da I'ang,   As the 
aircraft struck tho ground it burst into flaaesj tho results being that 
one pilot suffered second and third degree burns and is presently still 
hosoitalizad.    Che otiier pilot suffered first and second degree burns 
and requLrod sixty days h spitaliaation.   Both pilots were wearing 
standard issue jungle fatigues väth the sleeves rolled down and gloves 
on.   This unifora save absolutely no protection except for the skin 
area covered by gloves and boots. 

Observation:    Aviators should be allowed to 
fly in tho standard issue flight suit to preclude such ntedloss injury» 
■The flight suit was designed and treatod for the purpose of flight and 
should be utilized as such.   Unif onaity la toft wearlag of the Arwy 
uniforms should be regarded as secondary. 
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g.    (C) Itont   lTao of 13» l*nt for W offoct- 
ivtnass (13l8t 3A Company) * 

Discussion:   To further increr.se tho ofJTeot- 
i vöntfss of the IHl's photographic ca:xxbility the unit öbtair.ad an 13" 
1«AS cone to use in lieu of the 3" and 6" lens cones« 

Observation:   This has enabled photogrr.pliy 
0^ areas that were too hot for Iwror altitude photo runs and has sided' 
<n keeping the hit rate low, 

h,    (C) I tew;    Increased successfulness of SSJR 
•,      tiission (131st SA Corapany) 

Discussion!   The 31A3. missions in the Tally 
■lo ONS have been highly successful cluring this reportiiig 'poriod in 
inflicting dr-.i-ge to vehicular noveracnt,    truck porks and storage 

,       ,.      aroae. 

Observation:    A techniquo ^lich has c.usccl 
the ii.'crs^so in successful strikes is for tho strike aircraft to bo 
placed ön tho sane rat io frequency as the SLAR aircraft.    Once the 
strike aircraft chocks into the area, tho Airborne Control Conter 
turns hin over to the 37JiR aircr:.ft for target description xid 
location, use 0f this nethod results 111 less time botv/o^n tho nor.;3:.-t 
the targets are found by   SLAR   and tho strike on the target.   Anotaor 
ac-v.v.tagc is that tho SLAR pilot is ruble, to koep abreast of tho 
latost activity in tho area frou the cockpit ir.iagery readout and thus 
nay infom the fighter aircraft of a raore lucrative target.   The 
substantial increase in bodb daioage assess.ient has proven this nothod 
to be successful.    Currently there are twenty five to thirty strikas 
conducted per weok. 

i.    (C) Item:   Use of VJIlS-Ji Infrared Systeu 
(131st AS Conpany) 

Discussion: • Use of infrared in cloudy or 
trot x^eatner is han -ered for   two reasons.    .?irst, the low cltit\i.de 
rocuirod by the IR aircraft nakes the flight extre:,iely hazardous in 
nountainous terrain; this is corapounded in poor weather.   Secondly,- 
wet rreatner (fog, showers, clouds) will screen out nost or all in-ctarod 
radiation before it cui be detected by the I*.sensor.   A nission flown 
under thoto conditions is always unsxxecessful and is a waste of air- 
craft and pilot assets,  , 

Cbservation;    Infrared raissiona sliould not be 
flown if the weatney in the nission area is such that it iupairs the 
capabilities of the infrared sensor. 

CONFIDENTIAL     ^ 
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Port XX :i*ea£ia;Mlnil6n* t 

1«    (C)   Personnel;   ::one   . 

r..    (C)   ^orations ? 

ft«    (C) Itom    lüf jrunce Söctlor: 11, Text I, Para 2 (I), 
StarUght Scope, 

Rocor.aaor.datioiis:    Thr.t ei-rohaaia be placed on the uao 
of the Star?-ight Scope ai.cl that the 133d "tecoir. aissance Airplane 
Coraoaiy contiimo testing this devise,   Tuture testing should be to 
dobenr-ine the ratio of sigiiifleant sightings to the nuriber of nlßht 
fljdng Äours.   h cor,v.r,rison of this ratio to the daylight r'.tio 
dhould be Indicative of the value of this systeu, 

b.    (P.) "tera:    Reference Section II, I'art I, ^ara 2 (L), 
ar..iO(ro<i aeat», 0-1 Bird ^ogs. 

llöcocii.iendations:    That 0«1 Reconnaissance Coupanies not 
Install side plates on crnored seats because tf the weight penalty and 

. restriction of control travel, 

3.    (V)    rraining and Organization 

a,    (U) Item:    Reference Section II, Part I, para 3 (a), 
Aircr?^ft Utilization, 

11ecov,v.;ßndation:    That a study be conducted to deteruina 
the nunber of aviators to be assigned to an 0->l company to effect 
iiaxtiun utilization of its organic airplanes.   If the ratio of aviators 
to airplanes were two to one, this would enable each airplane to be 
flown arproxiriiately eight hours per day and each aviator 120 hours per 
nonth.   This would allow anple crew rest, 

U.    (Ii)   Intelligence} Kone 

5. (U)   Logistics» 

a,   Reference -jection II, I'art I, para 5 (b), Issue & Turn-in 
of aircraft, 

b( Hecoixaendation; UH*1 Type helicopters should be issued 
to a nediun helicopter company to be utilized as a liaison/reconnai- - 
ssance and maintenance aircraft, 

6, (U) Other 

at   Iteia» • Reference Section II, Part I, para 6, 11 ft R Flights 

leco iiiendation:   That persoiuiel of those units in I Corps 
be scheduled out of Da ilang for &!& R Plights, 
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b.   Itani   "".oforaiioe SöcUai IA :\vt 'lt parr. 6 (d). Locatlcn 
of .\lI/«-2$ rad K-/MJH§ 

^aca;ii.;ei:<Ution:    Um t&nxt dlaplr.:-r panel be novod to a 
POIUU» 6» Up dl tht iHieffUMüi sun glaro ahlald/ 

o,   Iton»   Rafaranca Section 11, Part I, pafr 6 {t)$ ^estiiig 
of Oacct. Navigation Syetam initallad in 0*1 aircraft« 

• * 
Äecotmoatidation: 1) Eafaranoa diaagvantata jy Hacomwnd 

either Index marklttg needlee be attached to neten so that the operator 
can mechanically track needles and use the index natdle to nark waters 
when over a target, or, install digital meters which could be mechanic- 
ally stopped by operator and show both Dacca readings and six digit 
coordinates* 2} Reference disadvantageJi_ Racoranend the hand drawn 
lattice maps .be inspected for accuracy« Possibly a machine, plotted 
map would increase the accuracy« 3) Seconniand plastic door over maters ^ 
be removed« This has been accomplished on the aircraft used for this ^r 
tssting. 

m     xW^v^aH-^ ^ y,   ^ Artillery 
CoriUandUig   - 

Disarm TICITI 
1 • ACSFOR M 
2 - ACSFOR DA 
2 • GIN USA.IPAC 
3 • CG, USARV 
1 • Ist Avn Bde 
1 • Dff 
1 • 17th CAO 

«HOOP 4 
AnlirinruTf ii DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVU* 
CONFIDENTIAL MCusunBOAPTBaianAit 
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y CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGD-SC OZ Aog 67) let Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jul 67 

UIC WDLKUK. RCS CSFOR 65. 

HEADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240 25 Aug 67 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff For Force Development, Washington D*C. 20S10 

1» (U) The 22Sd CSAB Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 51 
Jul 67 is forwarded for inforaation and action as necessary. 

2« (U) This headquarters has reriewed this ORLL and ccneurs with the 
report as aodified herein* 

3. (C) Reference Section I« Significant organisational actirities. 

a« Reference para 7a, the reorganisation of the 212th and 22Sd 
Aviation Battalions will decrease telephone conmunication problems to 
subordinate units. A sole-user telephone circuit has been approved 
between 223d Aviation Battalion and the 225th Aviation Company. It is 
programmed to be in service 25 Aug 67. The 225d CSAB can reach the 219th 
and 183d Aviation Companies through existing 17th Aviation Oroup sols-user 
circuits. Communication to the IBSth Aviation Company will continue to 
be a problem area. 

b. Reference para 7b« The AN/VSC-2 will increase the communi- 
cation capability of the 223d Aviation Battalion when they are available» 
Distance capability listed in TM is very conservative. 

4. (U) Reference Section II, Part I, para 6a. This Headquarters 
has requested R&R flights for that portion of the 17th Avn Op stationed 
in the I Corps Zone. The original request was to commence in September 67, 
but to date the allocations are still scheduled for Cam Ranh Bay. Future 
requests for allocations out of Da Nang will be made. 

5. (C) Reference Section II, Part II, para 2b. The problem should 
be met by modification of the side plates or of the control stick, not by 
doing away with protective equipment. 

FDR THE COMMANDER: 

1 Incl r tA/J^> R'. ZENZ J 

00 r\ /   LTC, CE 
Adjutant 
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AVFA-GC-OT      (12 Aug 67) 2nd Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jul 67 UIC 

WDLKAAKr RCS CSFOR 65 

HEADQUARTERS,  I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 14 Sep 1967 

TO:    Cormnandlng General,  Ist Aviation Brigade, APO 96307 

Concur with the observations and reconmendations of the basic document 
as modified by the 1st Indorsement. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

s/B. L. Chenault 
t/B.  L.  CHENAULT 

2LT, AGO 
Asst Adjutant General 

■ 
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A CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBA-C (12 Aug 67) 3rd Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 67 

UIG WDLKAAK RCS CSFOR 63 (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384       30 Sep 1967 

THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-MH, APO 96375 
Commander In Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558 

TO:   Assistant Chief of Staff, Force Development, Department of the 
Army (ACSFOR DA) Washington, D.C. 20310 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 223rd 
Combat Support Aviation Battalion, considers It to be adequate and con- 
curs with the contents as Indorsed. 

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered to be pertinent: 

a. Reference Sect I, Par 7b, pg 11: Non-concur. The AN/VRC-2 
radio teletype, which uses the AN/GRC-I06 HF/SSB radio. Is much superior to 
the AN/GRC-9, which was the basic AN radio set used In the AN/GRC-46. The 
range of this set, using nominal ground wave propagation. Is only about 50 
miles. However, using sky wave propagation, the range Is extended considerably. 
This depends on the antenna and frequency. 

b. Reference Sect II, Part I, par 2f, pg 13: Concur. The Army Concept 
Team In Vietnam (ACTIV) continues to experiment with and evaluate night obser- 
vation devices from the aerial platform. Improved night vision devices are 
being evaluated by selected 1st Aviation Brigade units. Distribution of night 
observation devices will be made available as they are approved and a BOI 
established. 

c. Reference Sect II, Part II, par 5, pg 22: Concur. MTOE action 
has been initiated for all assault support helicopter companies. This MTOE 
action will replace OH type helicopters with UH-1 type aircraft. It Is manda- 
tory that these aircraft be assigned to reduce the flying hours of CH-47,s 
devoted, to administrative and maintenance missions. In addition, the CH-47 
will be used to transport 4-6 man pathfinder and/or liaison teams and equipment 
to assist supported unit In rigging of cargo. This headquarters recommends 
favorable consideration of the requested MTOE. 

d. Reference Sect II, Part II, par 6c, pg 23: Non-concur. Decometer 
neelde movement can be stopped simply by depressing the reset R knob and the 
coordinates can be copied. The need for complex modifications is not deemed 
appropriate at this time.  Scale 1:50,000 latticed maps have been requested 
by the USARV DECCA Project Office. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Downgraded at S year Intervals        CONFIDENTIAL :/LEWIS T- TURNER 
Declassified after 12 years                  ww Captain, AGC 
•' '} rr^ %ZW10 Asst Adjutant General 
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AVHGC-DST (12 Aug 67) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 

31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMT VIETNAM, APO San Francisco   96375 2 NOVIÜÖ? 

TO:    Commander in Chief, United States Amy, Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-OT, 
APO   96558 

1, (U)   This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Reoort-Lessons 
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headnuarters, 223d Combat 
Support Aviation Battalion (DLKA) as indorsed, 

2, (C)   Pertinent commsnts follow:. 

a. Reference item concerning testing Decca Navigation System, 
page 23> paragraph c and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2d, 

(1) Nonconcur vdth recommendation one concerning modifi- 
cation of Decometers,    Needle movement can be stopped by depressing the 
reset knob to facilitate coordinate recording, 

(2) Concur v/ith recomnendation two concerning the reauire- 
ment for machine printed, scale 1:50,000, latticed maps.    These naps 
have been requested by the Decca Project Officer, 

(3) Nonconcur with recommendation three concerning the 
removal of the plastic door covering the Decometers,    These sensitive 
instruments must be protected from dust and dirt in order to guarantee 
continued accurate functioning.    Those covers that have been removed 
should be replaced vdthout delay, 

b. Reference item concerning wearing of the fire proofed flight 
suits, page 20, paragraph f.    Concur in the requirement for flight cloth- 
ing which provides protection in the event of fire,    USARV P.egulation 
385-50 states that either fatigues or flight suits will be worn by flight 
crewraenibers.    The cited restrictions on the wearing of flight suits are 
command prerogatives exercised by commanders at headquarters other than 
USARV,    Philadelphia Depot advises that 34,450 t\*> piece Momex flight 
suits are being prepared and will be shipoed to RVN,    Input starts in 
January 1968; above total will be completed in July 1968, 

lU^ 

Downgraded at S year /ntovtlf 
DecUurified a/tor If yMf* 
DOD DIR 5200JO 

*7- - -rmT   ft  T! 
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ll CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (12 Aug 67) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ervlinp 

31 July 1967 (RCS CSPOR-65) (U) 

c.    Reference item concerning teletype set AM^rsC-2, pa^e 11, 
paragraph 7b and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a.   Concur in the comments 
made by the 1st Aviation Brigade in the 3d Indorsement.   The caoability 
of the new AN/VSC-2 is incorrectly stated by the 223d Combat Support 
Aviation Battalion.    The AN/f;RC-106 HP/SSB radio, a component of the 
AN/7SC-2 is far superior to the AN/GRC-/»6 and should prove an excellent 
replacement of the existing equipment. 

■ 

3.    (U)    Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine 
indorsement which returns this report. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

CS. !;S. N.V  M -rTASA 
2 Incl CapUim. A' r. 

nc Assistant AUjuUmt Gcueral 

c.c.    HO, 223d Combat Spt Avn Bn 
HO, 1st Avn Bde 
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6P0P-DT (12 Aug 67)                                5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 

from HQ, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion (UIC: WDLKAA) • 

(SCS CSFOR-65) 

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco    96558      5      0ECI967 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.  G.     20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding Indorse- 
ments and concurs In the report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

c / 

1 Incl 
nc 

CPX, AQC 
AflSt AQ 

r 
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