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2, Information contained in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMEIT O THL AR
HEADQUARERS , 223) COMOAL LUPPORT AVIATION SATTALION
. APO San Francisco 96238
£ (DD3 , 12 Avgust 1967

SUSJBCTs Overational Re-ort for Quariterly Period 21 July 1987
(:CS CSFOR-45)

108 S8 DISTRIOUPIO:

SICTION I Significant Orgrdsciioncl Activities

1, (U) Genercls

ae The 222d Combot Summert Aviation Baticlion, iron 1 iy
through 31 Jwly 1967 (with the assots of eiglit aviction co:manies),
continued its su:port of coxbat operations to I Forces, Froe World
iLlitary Ascistanoe Foroes, aad ARVl Forces, During tiads renorting
neriod thers was coatinued Lmroveuont of facilities at Battalion -
ilcedcucrters. Construction of a new Battclion ilescovartors bullding '
on tie east side of Qui ilwon Argy Airfiocld is being cecom-lishod
Lthrovgh the self hely inmrovenent prograsl, Tho now aeilities, which
rill house all sta.f scciions, will oliminate the jresent problem
areac ol stal. sections being videly ceparated on the airficld due o
shortc.re of aoace, Thie arrongenent 1ill result in imsroved and
closcer stal. coordinction and olininate loss of tine and nomwover
dva to travel Ulne and distance to procout stalf locations. The neuly
dasisated axea »resextly Billets tlo bottalion's officers and cone
tinued inrovencnts are boing acco:r:iisiied and wrlll coutiiuve ilroughout
tue nectt reporting nerisd, The new lLattailon healgueurters is rocring
cormletion with a :rojected comxdletion dute of 12 Auzust 1967,

be (U) T:e Duttolion nublishod a Pocket Guide for Visual
Rocoizincance (VR) and o Vionol Recomnaiesance ifanuzl; Both of tiose
mblications were derived Ifro exmerienee juined in the wast by the
Reconauissance air-lone Cormeonies. Tho Informaction was conselidated
end oeblisied to e 1wsC ar & suldo In tie conduct of visunl reconncie
susence nissions, Tho vodob suvides nmad faauels hove doen Cistributed
to ench Reconnalusanee Alr--laue Cormany ond en cdecuate mwiber ore
boing lelcd by battalion in oxer thet they con be ddutributed to ocach
new avictor as he arrives lnegountry, Tio nrofuet ine whe resilt of
rael work on the noxrt of rosresentotives lrom the units and the
Buttalion S-3. Conieg of e suldes e nttecked ce iaclosure 1 & 2,

Downgraded ot 8 year Intervals

ForR OT RP Declassified after 18 years
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ce (C) The 212th Combat auwport Aviation Battalion
acvance varty arrived in RN on 2L July 1967, The acvance party
was fcllowed by the main body which arrivec in a i'ang on 30 July
1967, The advance party, after being briefed by the 17th “roup
and then 2234 Aviation 3attalion, nroceeded to its operational
site at Marble :ountain iiarine iir vacility in Da Nang. The
Battalion is conposed of twenty three officers and eighty-six
enlisted men, Once the battalion becomes operational it will
inherit control of the 232d iviation Company, 220th Aviation
Company, and the 131st iviation Company, which at the present time
are nart of the 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion. i recuest
for a construction directive for the 212th Combat Aviation Zattalion
was initiated b the Da Nang Sub Area Coimand duringipril 1967, but
was not returned prior to the unit's arrival in country., The
ina»ility to secure a construction directive prior to the arrival of
the unit causec a delay in the initiation of the unit's building
program, It is felt a construction directive should be recqrested
and approved beiore the unit's arrival in country in order to facilitate
the start of constructien at the earliest date possible.

de (C) The 220th 1sconnaissance Aviation Company saw enemy

activity substantially increased in the ICorps Area. A definite
increase in intensity of fire azainst O-1 aircraft was seen with the .
employnent of 3T, 87mm, and SN missiles near the D iZo This actien
incdicates the effectiveness of the 0-1 ‘ircraft since the ‘orth =
Vietnamese went to great lengths to keep these aircraft out of the
N.iZ as they moved new units in, 'requent and heavy bombardment of
the Dong il ‘irfield necessitated temporary evacuation of the Lth
nlatoon from th2t location during the jeriod L4 July tarough § July
1967, Aitacks by ‘orth 7ietnamese re'vulars in the Quang Tri Province
were ciaracterized by artillery fired from tre vicinity of the D.i2,
use of 120mm and 14Omm rockets, frecuent mortar atiacks apainst Gia
Linh and Con Thien, and "human wave" attecks against 1S !Marine forces
south of the 0.2, The MACV compound in Hue withstood two mortar
attacks early in the quarter, however, no injuries were sustained by
the rersomnel of the 220th, On 1l July, the DNa llang llain Airfield .
suffered extensive damage from a rocket attack. These events mark
the more siziificant indications ef stepned-up enemy activity in the
I Corps Area and demonstrated his capability to attack at his owm
choosing, time, and place. The 220th Aviation Company,during tae
reporting eriod,sarticipated in thirty-six imajor l(arine and ARV
(merations, .

ixtensive improvements to the comoany neac-uarters comhound
at Hue P Bai were comnleted or initiated during the perioc, The
unit mess and recreation facilities were renovated and extended,
ounkers within the compound have been reconstructed and consist of
the underground with overhead cover type. The aircraft revetment
nrogram ianj,m percent complete, A series of articles were written
by ixr. Charlie Black of the Columbus Georgia Enquirer about the 220th

Aviation Corpany.
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These articles were puylished by several other syndicated newspaders
and tol¢ the storyr of the unit's actions and . contributions in tne
Asau Valley, an¢ of actions with the liarines, On 28 June 1967,
Colonel Gust, ‘e vty Brigade Co.iiander, 1lst .viation Srigade, visited
the 720th Aviation Company., e was very impressed with the units
~norbat observation and operational canability,

e, (C) During the past quarter, the 219th leconnaissance
Airplane Comrany continued its mission of visual reconnaissance of
“he nortiuern half of the II Corps irea, In conjunction with the
nission, the coupany supported such operations as the Lth Nivision's
"eronecis i‘arion’, the 173d iirborne Brigade's '"Omeration Greeley"
and the 5th Speeial Torces "Operation Omega", In addition, the
company concucted a two-week ARVN aerizl observer school and a one
week aerial observer school for the Lth Infantry Division. A test .
and evaluation was nade of tae Decca navigation system installed in
the 0-1 Aircraft (3ee Section II, Cormanders Observation and Qecoimen~
da.tions).

£, (C) During this period, the 133d econnaissance Airplane
Company cortinued to perform its visual reconnaissance mission for the
entire southern h1alf of the II Corp tactical gone, Llements of the
company are vermanently stationed at eight cifferent locations in an
areéa which encom>asses some 24,000 square iiles of jungle, mounteius,
and coastal nlains, Tn addition te its normal mission tiis company
has mrovided ge:neral support aircraft to the following:

(1) "Task Force Oregon': During the reporting veriod
four aircra’t were stationed at C:u Lai in support of this Task Force,

(2) U.S. Special Forces Recondo 3chool at .‘ha Trang on
an On-Call beasis,

(3) U,S, ilavy Coastal Surveillance Center for toastal
observation oetwean Tuy Hoa and *han Thiet,

The Mour airnlane section in support of "Task force Oregon® has
increased auureciably the artillery Sattalioats ratio of observed to
non-observed fires,

Through the concentrated efforts ~f all members of the company,
nany imorovenents were made throughout the 1334 company area to
arovide efficient working facilities, Petter sec: zrity and nore
corfortable living conditions. Some of the improvements accomvlished
were coustriction of a unit day room, Lrprovements in the mess hall
and revetins cf troop billets, A new aircraft narking ramp was
coipleted curing the month of July by the lith Combat Engineer
Battalion. Company Operations is now:located in the only building
- on the ramp; however, in the near future 2 new aircraft mzintenance
hanger a¢ teciinical supply building will be constructed on the raup,
thus increasing the efTiciency of onerations, The perimeter of delfense
of the 1334 Company has been strengthened around the company contone-
nent area with the assistance of the 18th 7ngineer 3ripgade, A doubls
apron fence and guard tower were co:structed, adcditional concertina
wire eixlaced and trip flares installed on the nerimeter fence, Claymore
mines have heen requested for inclusion in the defense nlan.
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ge /C) <he 282d iviation Company co:tinued to nrovide
helicopter support to the I Corps Advisory effort and combat onerations
conducted by the lat and 2d AV} Divisions, The unit presently kesps
three Uil-1u's at Quong Ngal under the operational control of the
Sanior Acdviser, Advisory Team 2, and three U.-l)'s at ilus Citadel
under the oper::iional control of the 3ciicr Advisor, Acvisery Teanm 3. -
The cepany minus is emdloyed from lorble .iovntain Marine Adr
Trcility, Da wang, in support of I Corps heaccuarters, and to augaent
the sections at flue Citadel and Quang Ngal when necessarys The 282d
Aviation Coupany participated in three search and destroy onerations
concucted by the 2d ARV! Division in Quang i'gal Provinge by airlift-
ing the blocking forces., On 8 July 1967, the wnit was scrambled to
alrlift a battelion from the lst ARVN Division in idue, RVII, The
mission of the battalion was to attack a lmown iIVA battalion located
in the vicinity of ifue. The NVA battalion in withdrawing from its
last defensive position made contact with the A3VN battalion in the
PZ. The 232¢ gunships were brovght to bear with excellent results
on the disorganiged eneiy, Since the orzanization of the aried
platoon in iarch 1967, considerable success has Yeen achieved in
cambat oparations with the lst and 24 AVN divisions, To date over
three hundred confirmed enemy kills .ave deen crecited to the "Alley
Cats" of the 232d Aviation Company.

he (C) The 196th Aviation Company was relieved from assign-
ment to the lhth Combat Aviation Battalion, The unit was aticched to
the 17th Combat .Avi:tion roup for operations and to the 2233 Combat
Avietion lJattalion for adaninistration and personel, O(n 25 April 1967,
the wiit was releasec from supporting the 3d Bripade, 26th Iufantry
Division and aircraft were reallocated, The unit then coumitted five
ag.rcraft to surport the AVH in the lst iir Cavalry Division Area of
operations, thiree aircraft to the Capital ROX Infontry Division, and
one aircraft in peneral support of the coestal area, Agein in July
the aireroft coonmitment changed, making it necessary to base four
aircraft in Pleiku in general sujport of the 52d Combat Aviation
Battalion, . One Aircraft was allocated to the Capital ROK Infantry
Division; one aircraft for support of AQVi', and three aircraft in
genersl susport of the coastal area, The 196th Aviation Co.peny has
provicded sunport as far south as Saigon, l'orth to Da Yang, West to
Pleiku, and throughout the coastal area, The unit has supported the
lst Air -Cavelry Division, the 10lst Airborne Division, the 3d 3rigade,
25th Tafantry Nivision, the Copital R0K Infantry Division, the White
Horse Infantry Iivision (ROK), and numerous other smaller tactical
and support units, On 9 July 1967, the 196th Avistion Company partic-
ipated in a Joint Korean Division Operation, Seven aircraft were '
committed and flew a total of 63,5 hours in support of the operction,
During the course of the operation a total of 268 tons of cargo and
396 Combat Troops were transported. This operation was very effective
as a result of the excellent cooperation among the I'ree 'Jorld Foirces,

CONFIDENTIAL
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i, (C) The 131st Surveillrnce iviation Company aas
continued working under the ojerational control of MACV J-2 for
visual recomaissonce, side-looking airborne radar and infrared
missions, The Vi missions were flown in the '“igerhound/Steel
Tiger South ires o Operations, A totzl of two hundred seventeen
ni=sions were recuested with one hundred eighty-six of these flowm,
SIAR nissions were flown in the Steel Tizer South, Rolling Thunder
~nd Tolley o areas of operations, There were eight hundred nine
missions flown of nine hundred seventy-eight request:d, ring
the entire reporting reriod, SLAR aircr:ft hove flown "Tag-on"
nissions in the local ares to provide intelligence to the Third
innrine Nivision which is responsible for the security of the Phu
Boi area, Any targets found in the local area by 3SLAR aireraft
while they are enroute to. their rerular assigned missions are vassed
on to the ‘zrines, There were forty-seven IR missions flown in the
Steel Ticer South irea of one hundred thirteen recuested, On 16 June
1967, It mission requests were ciscontirued by MACV J-2, The rainy
weather and low ceilings in the mission area at night nrecluded
successful use cf the infrared system, aen the monsoon shifts this
£all the I? missions should begin again,

Thnring the reporting period there have been only two hits on VR
airoraft compared to sixteen hits during thae previovs quarter. ‘fuis
reduction in nurber of hits has oeen accomplished by raising the
nornol reconnaissince altitude from 1500 feet to 2500 feat., Although
some intelligence is lost cdue to this higher altitude it is not

significant enough to off set the high rate of hits at lower altituces,

“roreas formerly missions were cancelled while alreraft battle datage
was revired, tiere have been no missions cancelled for this reason
curing the mst quarter, '

- The Al//APR-25 and AN/APR-26 ECi equipment was.installed on seven
(OV-1B's (SIAR), Use of this equipment has been successful both as a
warning and intelligence gat'iering devise, The two major vroblems
exveriznced with this equipment iins been the interference of the
transponder, Tacan and SLAR Srstem, and the £ -~gility of the Nayclad
(#D=132-05) Splices (See Section II,part I,pr- 6c), The transponder,
Tacon ard SLAR interference problems, causeu by the blanking box, is
being worked on by Grumman Aircraft Corporation, In lieu of the Rayclad
Connectors, Betts Splices were used successfully; an EIR has been
subnitted, Commmnications with the \ir "Worce and lavy, has been &
major oroblem area, The mission implementing iiistructions, Sii 03 and
daily code word list has continually arrived late, The informatien
needed for each day's operation has mostly been obteined by calling
TACC, Da Nang, Since the information must be encoded over the phone
and then decoded ~gain there is much time lost, Some information
needed is so lengthy and/or classified it cannot be obtained over

. the phoue, Often there is insufficient tine for mission planning, Tho
importance of obtaining current Si-2 (Surface to Air !iissile) 0B can
be rendlly realilzed,

aﬂIIF&FI TIAl
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Jtgoing intelligence is hampered i the same nawer, At the
carliest, intelligence information is recieved by the user elemeiits
in 3d gon two days after the message is Lidtiated in Phu Bai,
Usually it takes four to five days and monyr times over a week for
intelligence messages to reach the agencies in Saigon,

A half-duplex, sole-user teletype line firom the unit to the
Long Binh Coimunications Center near 3aigon has been installed
end is fully operationsl, fowever, a helf-duplex circuit eam:ot
handle tie large amount of troffic that is required of this unit,
A reguest for a fulleduplex circuit upproded to one hundred wpm
is being submitted to solve the communications problem,

Jo - (C) The 225¢th Surveillance Aviation Company which became
onerational on 19 June 1967, has begun making a significant contri-
butien to the overall intelligsnce colle ction in RVIi, Through the.
direction of lst Tield Force Vietnam G-2, the unit has flown two
hurdred tairty eight sorties and fow hundred eighty-seven hours
sincz beconing operational, The company, which arrived in country
on 20 April 1967, is permanently located at Phu Hiep, At the .
resent time, an extensive building progreom is underway to complete
the coitonsient area and airecraft facilities,

ke (C) The 18th Aviation Company (Air MBL FW) continued

to support all corp areas in RVN and .AAG THAI, Thailand, with two
flight :latoons located at Da ang and Xleiku, one nrovisional
flight platoon et ‘ha Trang and one located at Qui Nhon, The primery
emphasis has been on aircraft maintenance, The maintenance has
steadily improved and the average availability of aircraft has been
eighty~one, nercent, Secondary emphasis has been on building prog ams
consisting of construction of an adequate BOQ for the company officers,
complete remoceling of the mess hzll and completion of a new bunker
poogrem, Completion of the BOQ's was accomplished om 10 June 1967,
The remodeling of the mess hall, which serves not only the 18th .
Aviation Company, but also HHD, 223d Aviation Battalion, 256th Trans-
portation Detachment, 163d '‘edical Netachment and attached members of
the 125th ATC, is still uncderway with not~ble progress, The defensive
posture of the company h:s been grectly imdroved with the completion
of the bunker xogram, o

The company during this neriod flew a total of seventy-five doys
in support of Project Nelta, supported JUSFA0 in the WOUEI ARiS"
pregram with daily leaflet drovs, and =zlso flew in support of operction
Induce with 1o known results at this time, This flying support is in
addition to the units normal mission,

1, (C) The 185th Reconnaissaace Airplane Company arrived in
the Qepublic of Vietnam by surface vessel at Cam Ranh Bay on 2% June
1967, The wit was preceded by the advance party which arrived by air
carrier at Bien Hoa on 23 June 1967, It's aircraft were transported
by surface vessel which arrived at Vung Tau en 20 June 1967, The
eireraft were im eciately off loaded and the task of reassembling was
caapleted on 12 July 1967, The aircraft were then ferried to the
company?s staging area located at Dong Ba Thin,
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The advancs party and nain body were weloomed i cowntry by the
223d Combat .wiziion Jattdlion Co.caandor, Lieutzinant Colonel John
. Qdchardson, On 25 June 1967 LIC Jicnardaon trasported tho
advaince party to Dong A~ Thin, which hed becn obtained by the 2234
iat4r1ion as a staging area for the 135th pending complete closure
o o wit in covatry., The staging ot Nong 32 Thin consisted of
¢:rwsing items of supply, establishing wnit suddort accounts,

A% :1y and organizotion of the wiit's orginic velileles and the
8¢ u’ing of two hundred thirty (230) tons of VABTOC and TOLE
equimend which arrived aboerd the Baylar Victory.

A comprehensive in-country flight check and proficiency firing
of 2,75" rockets for all aviators was couducted and supervised by
instructor pilots from the 133d leconnaissaice iirplane Company in
accorcanoe with nrescribed visuel reconno.iasance training t.sc*micuea
and procedures,

The movement of the unit to its permesitent location at Ban iic
Thout encountered several unforseen delays due to the inability to
acquire o convoy security farce, Construction of the cantonement
araa fell beihdind the nrojected time schedule due to weatasr aud
novenent deleys of essentisl material and supplies which had to be
transported to 3an iie Thout by air, As this reporting period ended,
the 185th econiaissance Airplane Company closed into its in-country
location and no future delays in attaining operational status are
anticipated,

2. (C) intelligence and Counter Intelligence

a, Visual Raconnaissaiice sightings continue to be the main
sourcc of raw iuntelligence data in the two Corps zones covered,
Renetitive obscrvation of an arca by the same pilot/observer tesn
couvinves to be tiic most procuctive VR concept, During the quarter,
the lecomaissaice Airplane units of the II Corps accounted for 65-
70, of the total information collection offorts, Turther, approximately
503 of all targets cngaged by artillery or air strikes were initially
¢iscovered through visual reconnaissance efforts, The slightly lowar
visual reconinissonce nercentages are attributed to the DE0S problem
logs of exoerienced aviztors being replaced by uew aviators, It is
‘anticiiated tact the new arrivals as they ﬂain exaeriecnce will nrodvec
visual recortieiss~ice results equal to or better taan nast results,

b, Continuved emphasis has t ~d on the requirement of
furnishing cunlifiac acrial observers ior ti. ‘econiaissaice Airplane
Coimpanics, The value of this rccquirement is  sreciated throughout
I Corps with 2 renzwed emphasis in the south 1 provinces., The
northern nrovinces reccntly complsted trainin lor several observers.

¢s The Battalion is continuing to encounter difficulty with
nersoimal assigned to positious requiring sccurity clcerices but
arriving inecowntry without records in their possession. The problem
is grectly magnified when the individual is released to the viation
Comparies due to great distances involved bewtsen battalion he '-c.cu*.rt..rs

and the companies,
CONFIDENTIAL
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dy umerous air crew nembers are arriviig in cowtry
without required niaotographs, Mco the incdividual is assigned
to a company it is most difficult due to distance end lack of time
vhen utilizing borrowed equipment, Dlaotographic equipment has
been requisitioned, though not received, This discrepaiicy has been
troe it to the attention of higher headcuarters,

3¢ (C) Operations and Trairing Activities:
as lans: Iione /

be Operatiens: The 223d Combat Support .\viation 3attalion
flew a total of L6, 617 sorties and 32,157 hours in support of
operations in Victnam from 1 ilay = 31 July 1967, The 0=l compeies
flewr 13,719 sorties and a totel of 13, 153 hours in support of visual
reconnaissance program in the I & II Corps tactical zones, Battalion
Ov-l aireraft flew 1,472 sorties and 3,377 hours in support of J-2
iATV. Also curing this period a total of 75,592 passengors were air
1ifted,

¢s Training: 210 hours of nandatory training were concducted
covering subjzcts required by Battalion TC 350~1., This training is
conducted at comvoayy, platoon or sector level as necessitated by
toctical deployment.

Lhe (U) To-istics: (See 3ection II, art I, Pars 5, Ldgistics).
5. (U). Civil Affairs:s None
6. (C) “ersonnel

a. During the reporting neriod the battalion suffered
twenty~five (25) casualties which resulted in four (4) fatalities,

b, Coimand Caanges

(1) liajor Arthwr Dimsdle assumcd coimand of the 196th
aviation Com:nuy vice :iajor James I, ..artin oa 20 June 1967,

(2) :lajor Ralph L. Godwin relinguished couirand of the
183d Reconnaissance Aviation Company to Major William R, 3enoit on
13 June 1967, :

(3) On 25 June 1967 iajor sames A, day assumed coimand
of the 131lst Surveillance Airplane Company from lhajor A.A, ilanieri,

ce .ajor "lliam P, Sullivan of tie 232d iviation Compar-
receivec t:e Lepion of .erit for his outstanding service as Coupany
Cormander,

" de ‘M following is a list o’ autiorized and assirned strength
of the 2234 Combat Support Aviation Battalion on 31 July 1967,
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A3 OF 31 JULY 1967

AVG)-DP | Autharizec 2 Assigned Strength lepart

Co “ranag Officer Parsonnel 3 Aug 67
267y wa Ba
AUTH PRESENT O DUTY

ASG
o WO B DQOTAL  OFF WO Hd TORAL QR 0 &
mp I T % I W T2T1®Im O T NY

18th 15 38120 174 L 16 97 127 10 16 87 113

- 3..“

2%6ta 1 1 S0 52 1 0 37 38 1 0 32 3
163¢ 1 0 9 10 1 010 1 1 0 10 1
183¢ 32 1 9 128 21 3 98 12 21 3 96 120
219th L1 12l 186 23 7103 133 23 7 98 128
1Blst 37 3285 296 25 1259 285 23 1 207 251
220th L1 1114, 156 18 6 83 107 17 6 178 10
231st 1 0 9 10 o o0 7 1 o 0o 7 7
Byth 1 0 9 10 2 010 1 2 0 10 12
3u3d 3 0 26 29 3 o2 = 3 0 23 26
196th 13 25148 18 10 12142 16y 10 10 13k 15%
610th 1 1‘ 8o 82 1 1 64 66 1 1 62 64 .
séth 1 0 8 9 1 0 8 9 1 0 8 9
282nd 15 52 152 219 11 L4 157 212 11 L3 W7 20
L84th 1 1 70 72 1 1 61 63 1 1 60 62
so4ta O 1 8 9 o 1 7 8 o 1 7 8
519th 1 o 8 9 1 0 8 9 1 0 8 9
225¢th 12 15 18). 208 20 0191 221 19 0185 20
821st 0 117 18 1 016 17 1 015 16
S8th 1 1 38 Lo 1 138 Lo 1 138 Lo
135th 32 1 95 128 20 1 83 104 20 1 82 103

TOTAL: 272 14§. 2692 2109 189 9 1611 1896 182 93 1515 1790
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Tieutenant lloyd T, Rugge, 220th RAC Was popthwiously ewsrded
the Silvar 3tar for valor while flying an Osl visual rocomnaissauce
nlssio: noar Nuc “ho, 26 Jan 67, On arrival over a frivadly unit
waich was pimxied cown by sniper fire, Licutsaiant Rugge saw Viet Cohg
Tdriae from a trench which he attacked with. rockets because of the

wen vt moouest of the ground unit, On his segond dive ~t the hostile -
po..twon the alreraft was hit and crash landed, '/hile trying to
e+ 3 scrom tha wrecknge he was fatelly wounded by the 7iet Cong.,

Japtain Joseph H, Hodges and 353G loger i, Mutnan both from the
Z2'h leconnaissance ‘viation Company reeeived Silver Stars for
vilor while flying near Hoi An en 6 April 1967, Upen hearing a call
from another Army O-1 pilot requesting help in breaking up a 7iet
Cong anbush they diverted to the scene in their Osl which was

mounted with an exnerimental window mownited i»80 :achine Gun, Ouce

over the target they made five (5) strafing runs on the well;cug-in,
arbush site before the Viet Cong hegen to bresk and rwn, Positive
resvlts of this aption were seventeen confiymed killed, "25 »roebable
kKilled, and many friencly liveg saved. '~ '

7. (U) Sighal

a, Commnications with swborcinate wiits of this battalion
contliiwes to be a major problem areca, A grest number of man<hours
are wasted sach day by persomnel of all staff sections attempting to

nlace long cistance calls to elements of this battalion locatec throughout

I and I Corps tactical zones, The single long range radio organic to
this bottalion, an AN/GRC-L6 which hap an operating range of only 43
nautical miles, is of no practical value, Thrce ARC-102 SSR HF racios
designed foar airborine use have been progyred from salvaged aircraft,
nocdified for ground use, and utilized to supplemeint the telephone
cownmications, Although this has greatly increased this battalions
ability to canmmicate with subordinnte units as well as higher
heaciquerters it is ot a satisfactory solution, Improvised modifica=~
tioas to adant this radio for ground use makes repairs cxtrencly
difficult, '

b. The teletyre writer Set AN/VSGe2, which has a8 a component
part the A//GRC-106 3SB HF rodio, is scheduled to be issued in the near
future to this battalion in linited quantity, It is not anticipated
that this redio will greatly imorove the corumrniications situation as it
has exactly the seme characteristics and capahilities as the AW/GRC-LS,

less the shelter,

ce During this reporting jeriod the Battalion Commmnication -
Section has continued to operate a battalion switchboard tq supplement
the Qui IMon Local Telephone System becayse of ingdequate telephone
service, This switchboord servicea ferty (LO) subscribvers within tho
battalion headquarters providing them with access to the Qui.lhon Local,
direct long distance service, and hot ling comtwnications to 17th
Avistion Group Jeadquarterg at Nha Trang and ‘he 1at Aviation Coupany -
at Hue Phu Bai, '
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SECTIOi IT Co.mizaxder!s Obscrvation and locomaendations,
Part I: Observations (Lessons Learned)
i. Personral: !one
2. {(¢) Operations
a, (C) Item: Use of Airstrikes aud Artillsry

Discussions i.ony tiumes wien coiducting a scrics of
aicstrikos o. the same target tanerc is a delay between flights
allowing the eney an opnortunity to meve or regroup during the lull
in ﬁrmg. 4

.Observation: The Army iviator can initinlly call in
artrllery, ~djust onto the target, theu stop tha shelling while the
aireraft drops his ordnance., A8 the close air support departs the
crea, the artillory can again bo called in until the next aircraft
is on station, This would insure comtant coverage of the target
and discourage enecmy movement,

be (C) Ttems Use of adar Vector Bombing

Uiscussion: Ground concentrations of enemy anti-aircraft
weapons often mrohibit FAC alrer-ft from operating in close proxinity
to air strike targats,

Obsarvation: By giving the attack jet aircraft the
frequesoy of cou:ter mertar radar, the jJet can be vectored over target
and controlled by the ground radar team with axeellent results, .

co Item (C): Use of Snecific un i heacings far Adrstriles.

Discussion: It has been notod tuat in some instances
airstrike eircraft tako more hits when the airborne controllar has
broaccast the run in heading desireds 3y broacdcasting tiils i.forna-
tion over the air the encmy,if on the control frequency,can.shift all
tiucir fire power toward one specific direction, ,

Obse:vation: YWhen the dituation will permit; the strike
pilot should select his own run in heading, thereby preventing tie
total massing of encmy fire power toward his 4ndtial strike cirection, -

di (C) Item: Use of dalared irtillery .

Discussion: It has been fiund tast during an artillery
strike the enemy will seek cover in bunkers, c¢tcs; but that he will
leave this saictunry as soon as the observetion aifcraft leoves his

arod.
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Ohscrvations After having co.ducted artillery firs
o:1 & fortified position ané it is believed taat in all probability
thiere are still wnemy loft alive, the pilot +will tell the artillory
battery to loald VT and hold for his co.uand, ‘Mo pilot then departs
the area and aftoer tiaveling about 3 - 5 iilas thoe encay will emerge
from their positions, At this time the couimic to fire can he given -
and in all probability the enemy will be caught :in the open, thereby
suffering additional heavy casualties,

‘es (C) Ttem: Defoliation

Niscussion: During the rienths of May and June the 196th
~viation Zoipany coiiducted several cdefoliation wissions, 4 spray rig
vas developed and issued by 17th Combat Aviation Group.

Observation: A thorough recox:aissance of the area to
be sprared shouvlc be accomnlished by both the sunported and sunsvourting
writs, Defoliants should be premixed and ready for loading as soon
as the aircraft reaches the ltagiug area. For dest coverage the
aircraft should be flown at 30 to LO kiots indicated airspeed ancd 50
to 75 fu:t sdove the trees., Gu.snip sudport should be reacdily
availeble or on call,

f. (0) Ttem: Star Light Scope

Tiiscussion: A snall scale feasibility study was
conducted by the 133d leconuaissance iirplqne Coupany to investig:ote
the cap.bi.uuu of the Starlight Scope when used i the 0-1 3ircd dogs
Th: great number of daylight visual recoimadsssnce missions aid the
silortaze of Aviators during the test »neriod ~llowed for cily scven,
two hour, night VR missions during the full moon »eriod in iiay. These
nissions wers flown &l ong the coast, over ponrulated sreas, aiud along
nowatain slopes,

Observation: The starlight scove is particularily
effective along the coast line, The white sand rcflects the available
light, naking it possible to distinguish smzll objects along the bench.
It is nossible to count the number of o=rlocks o: a rowboat from the
altitude of 2500 feet, .ouitoring mowement &l ong highways or in open
terr=in is relatively easy from the cltitude of 2000 feet or below,
Comn fires uader the jungle caiopy taact can not be seen with the naked
eye ¢ bs reacily detected by use of the starlight Seope. To accur-
ately nlot eiemy activity at night the aviator and observer tean nust
be iatinately fauiliar with the terrain and plan the nission carsfully,
The usc of the starlight scope and its night V3 capabilities nesrit
additional evaluation,

13 .
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¢ (7) Items )iashine Om, M-60, Wing Mounted

D{scussion: DNuring the redorting period the 133d
Avistion Coupany mounted one if-60 machine gun wnder the wing of
ten organdic eirplanes, .in ammunition con with a 600 round capacity
is used with this weapon system, The system woarks electrically and
is fired by depressing the aviators trigger o. the stick hand grip.

Observation: Aviators of the 133d Aviation Company havs
used this wezpon to great advantage L1 the visual recou.aissance
progran, This machine gun systen nroved vory effective and has the
followiag usass

(1) Marking yarget at night utilising tracer smsmisiion.

(2) MNaeking tauct for close support Mlicopters daring
daylight operations,

he (C) Item: Armored Seats 0-1 Rird Dogs

Discussion: DNuring the reporting seriod the 1834 Aviation
Company was equipped with the nilots seating area protected by araor
plating, Though this armor nrovides protection against small arms
fire, the increase ii: the alrplane gross weight, and the interfereuce
caused by the s:at gide plates which prevent full aft left stick
dofleetion, were considered to be justifiable reasons for removal of .
the scat side plates.

Observation: By renoving the armored sice nlates 37
powids of welght was reuaoved providing modest inprcovement in airnlane
per:crmance, The restriction of movement due to the side plates is
susrected to be & contributing factor in one of the campany's najor
accidents on en attenpted crosswind take-off,

3. (C) Training & Organization
(C) Item: iireraft Utilization

Discussion: ’laxinmun utilization of the compayyr's
orsade O0-1 alrplenes 1s not being realizeds. The airplanes could be
flowii 2t least twice the uumber of howrs ner month tian they presantly
are belng flom, if additional aviators were sssignad, For exapls,
the USAF TAC O-1 airplanes are being flown aparoximately ten (10)
heurs por day comvared to our fowr (4) to five (5) hours a day, As
the number of 0«1 Airnlanes in Vietrnam decre~ses it may be necessary
that z2ach airplens be required to increase its flying tine to afferd
the samne coverage iu the visual recon:aissance nrogram, At prescut,
the airplenes are being flown according to the aviators physical
limitaiions rather than within the mechanical limitations of the aire
plane, Iven though there are some repair items which mrolong dewm
time on. airplanes the normal repair parts are riadily available ond
repalr crew well cqQuipped and trained,
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Obssrvatioin) Assignment of two (2) aviators per zir-
plane could provide twice the visual reconnaissance capadbility of
the unit with virtually no increase in assigned aircraft, Modest
incresses in support personnel and equipment would be required. The
assignment of additional aviators would enhance the utilizatio: of
the Pirddog aircraft.

Le (U) Intelligence: ilone
5. (U) Togistics
ao (U) Item: Procurement of Slings for ROK wnits,

Discussion: The Capital 0K Infautry Nivision wos lacke
ing in the sroper sling material for the 196th to effectively accompe
lish its mission of resunply. Consequently, thraugh direct courciiae
tien with the USA Depot, Qui iThon, the necesscry sling equipment was
nade availeble to the RW0K's for issue,

Mgervation: The oroper sling material nust be availcoble
at the sujported unit for a CH-L7 helicopter coupany to eff:ctively
nerforn its nission,

‘b, (U) Item: Issue and Tura-In of i.reraft
Discussion: The 196th iviation Comdpay arrived ine
country with two 0H-23 Airceraft. The two aircraft were turncd in xior

to unit arrival at bass camp and a Ud=-1B was then issved, Shorily
after tnis, the Uil-l w.s turned in and two OH-23's were issucd,

Observation: The TOE of th:l"u wiit i:dicates two OH-23's

~ as a poriion of wit equipment, Tuc .TOE shows two UM<l aircraft in

licu of the 03-23's, If UH-l's are to be issued tha TO%E should bz
chaiged to reflect this, This aircraft is utilized for linison,
recoiiaissance, and as a maintenanee aireraft to retriecve and issue
parts to aircraft dowmed in locations other thnn t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>