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n___ , _ U November 1967 
OBJECT. Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSPCR-65) for 

Quarterly Perioci Ending 31 Cctober 1967. 

Section 1. Significant Organization Actlvities 

1. Command (U) 

„ * of thl8 roP°rt» 35th Engineer Group (Construc¬ 
tion) was commanded by Colonel Gilbert K. Newman. 

2. Personnel, Administration, Morale, Discipline (U) 

tmnhiiH« Jn«rni° °a pCrrPnnelJ 1” the GrouP has been high* Continued command 
oSrtínT^ fP aC? °Í1 thf sPiritual ^ physical welfare of the troops. Ample 

for.cbaPel attendance has been afforded to all personnel and each 
oSerati^d^ QCtiVf C0Un8clllng program. Each battalion had an operating dispensary with an assigned surgeon, 

3. Intelligence and counterintelligence (U) 

, . nin ;cti:4c intelligence program has been maintained as the Group en¬ 
gaged in construction in remote and hostile areas. In order to keep key p^r- 
ÍS*s4bírt»? 0f sl^atlonp, contact has been Mlntnlncd Ith the Cam 
K tho yír* T'f - T,c” 35 and UCT .•.dvlsors located In hostile areas. 
Due to the increase in interest in many cf our activities to- snomy forces a new 

vrs initinted which is published *clly; vhia inf; r ati-n is 

for Jir Scrof Res^bUHyf”015 °f ^ ^ ««*» 

4. Flans, Operations, and Training (U) 

vntrir>n^ na' period 1 August 1967 to 31 October 1967, tho 35th 
Engineer Group (Construction) was responsible for all non-divisienal construction 

Nrr+vî k£c^0fercsp°nsibility î)ounc1cd cn thc East hy the South China Seat on the 
ÄH* ‘pL v”® pM î1“'!' (Song Ba) River ettoSlm* fm. Tuj- Hm West “ Îhc 
ti!!», T Ph^ 1 ? Pfc*lnCGS boundary, thonco Southwest to 13° 00' parallel 
Í£õ ° , LnE.ê s*r!,íphí linc "«st to the South Vietnamese - CarlvdiM tordén on 
® - H ^ - tho South^thfill” 

.,-j b* Pnninf this period the following units wore attached to and 
under the operational control of the 35th Engineer Group (Construction): 

UNIT 

14th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 

87th Engineer Battalion (Construction) 

577th Engineer Battalion (Construction) 

864th Engineer Battalion ( Constnyy^ÿ^ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
fiCMTi/jf 

LCCATICN 

Dong B,a Thin 

Com Ranh Bay 

Tuy Hca 

Hhn Trang 
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UNIT 

497th Engineer Ccinpany (PC) 

553rd Engineer Cccpany (F3) 

569th Engineer Cc;opiny (Topo) (Corps) (üPCCN te US>'iECV (P)) 

572nd Engineer Ccupany .(LE) 

610th Engineer Coupany (CS) 

39th Engineer Petnehrent (HO) 

40th Engineer I tachnent (GE) 

171 st Engineer Dctachr;ont (GE) 

551st Engineer letachment (GE) 

588th Enginerr D' tachnent (GE) 

547th Engineer Asphalt Platoon 

3rd Platoon (-) 643rd Engineer Company (PL) 

Asphalt Platron (-) 102ne Engineer Company (C5) 

c. (U) Since the assigned Battalions preñare indivldunl rrnr,•**+«. +>,4 

cinaUd as u n l tf ? 0fnPPCeP9rs in uhlch a11 ^ of the G?oup parti 

°°DCUrS “ith thc ,itKS ot *» 

J ‘’o ,Th'; E"1'‘ tttstruction cffrrt was oenoejitrotoi at Car. Bor* 

Mr* 2f”t; tnã at Tuy Hra far cr.r.tiLd davclcp^t“? tic aL 

“ i£ *“ »“ ::¾.^..¾¾¾.¾ Sffl-a 

^ thcir tvallabimy forlSla SlHp^ 
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Can Ranh Bay 

Tuy Hoa 

Nha Trong 

Tuy Hoa 

Car. Ranh Bay 

Car Ranh Boy 

Nha Trang 

Nha Trang 

Ninh Hoa 

Nha Tr mg 

Tuy Hoa 

Cm- Ranh Bay 

Car Ranh Bay 
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SUBJECT: Cpcr&tional RopcrtCOMÖßüJÖ^ (RC3 CSPOR-65) fcr 
Quarterly Ending 31 October 1967. 

areas for which tho 35th Engineer Group (Construction) is responsible. The 
airfield upgrading pro gran involved work at Phan Thiet, Dong Trc, Cung Son, Ban t.e 
Thout, and Phu Hiep wich has been corploted and work at Dalat and Bao Loe which 
continues. An adjunct to the airfield upgrading program was the deliberate 
reconnaissance and evaluation of rerote and substandard airfields not included in 
any current prograr in order to be in a better planning position for future tact¬ 
ical and operational requirorients. 

f. (U) Effort on Line of Conrunicaticns (LGC) construction during the 
period increased fren ten percent of tho available construction force to approx¬ 
imately twenty-one percent. A complete reevaluatien of the LCC pregrnr was per¬ 
formed and units of the Group were assigned larger areas of responsibility. Kain- 
tonance responsibility for QL-1 was reassigned in order to have complote coverage 
r f tho highway. The upgrading of QL-1 to i.ACV standards is underway as noted 
below: 

(1) Phan Thiet to Fort wvra (iii 953297): Approximately ten miles 
f road have been surveyed enabling the design cf the highway to proceed. The 

Uth Engineer Battalion (Combat) is preparing plane for the permanent upgrading of 
bridges along this stretch of road and has already intiated work on the roplacenoni 
of culverts and the construction of required bridge bypasses. 

(2) Phan Rang to Ba Ngoi: The 37th Engineer Battalion (Construc- 
ticn) has responsibility for this stretch of road, however, the 203rd Engineer 
Battalion (ARVN) has agreed to construct seven permanent LACV standard bridges, to 
replace eight culverts and to perform some emergency maintenance. To date, one 
permanent bridge has beeen completed and two ethers are une.or construction. 

(3) Ba Ngci to Dion Khanh: This portion cf QL-1 is being upgraded 
to 1ACV Standards by the 864th Engineer Battalion and. is currently eighteen percent 
complete, 

(4) Ninh Hca to Vung Rc : The 14th Engineer Battalion (Combat) has 
-.""barked on a program of construction of permanent t-.'ACV Staneard bric.gos between 
these two locations. Construction of the first bridge has been initiated. 

(5) Vung Ro Bay to Tuy Hca: The 577th Engineer Battalion (Construc¬ 
tion) has g ¢1j000,000 KCA project f*r the permanent construction of the highway 
and all bridges in accordance with I.ACV Standards. They have initiated work on a 
one rile stretch of road and. are in the final stages of completion cf tho first 
permanent bridge. 

r. (C) During the past quarter this organization has continued to 
decentralize its assets sc that organic units are spread throughout the Group's 
XR. This has permitted a ::-0ro rapid response to changing tactical and opérât»* 
ional requirements. 

h. (C) The defense plan for organic units of the 35th Engineer Group 
(Construction) was defined as a strong p-int defease with each user-operator unit 
commandur defending his critical installations and retaining required, reserve . 
forces under his control. The specific plan for Car Ranh Bay was coordinated with 

rn CONFIDENTIAL V 
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’I CONFIDENTIAL^. 

14 Nr vcnbcr 1967 
Opornticnal Ftcp.'rts- Lessens Lcarnee’ (RCS CSPCR-65) for 
Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967. 

Can Ranh Bay Subarea C'.rr.r.nd, rehearsed on ene cceasii n an(’. partially i: iJ. nted 
on another. 

i, (U) Indigenous personnel were hired by the S-1 section tc assist 
in the operation of quarries and préfabrication yards and in various construction 
projects. An average of 300 daily hire laborers and 735 direct hire laborers 
were processed, hired and controlled. 

j. (Ü) During this reporting period all elcnents of the Group were 
instructed to provide training for all assigned engineer personnel who were likely 
tc operate in areas containing nines and booby traps. The training includes f< 
instruction and a nine and booby trap confidence course. In the past quarter \ 3 
er:naand has not had any personnel injuries resulting fren riñes and only two 
vehicles wore donaged by nines. 

Headquarters, 35th Engineer Group personnel rocc-ivod train- 
in subjects required by USARV Regulation 350-1 en the thirteen Sundays this 
quarter.. 

5. (U ) Logistics: 

a. Logistical support to the 35th Engineer Group (Construction) has 
shewn a marked improvement within the last quarter. Response to follow up actions 
by supporting depots has allowed units to reconcilíate their ’'due-cut'1 requisition! 
and to obtain a more accurate status of requisitions. From tir.e tc tine, however, 
this organization is troubled with the loss of requisitions for critical construc¬ 
tion items in logistical channels. 

b. The major probier, «roas with which this headquarters was concern ad 
wore the lengthy reaction tire cn "Construction Material Special Handling Requests' 
and the fact that the authority to issue depot stock coniand controlled items tc 
units with valid KILSTRIP numbers was removed fror the Director of Supply at 
Support Command level. 

6. (U) Maintenance : 

a. In the past quarter the Group Maintenance Section conducted PLL and 
TAERS records audits of all organic company-size units. The- correction cf défic¬ 
iences enabled units tc keep abreast cf their repair parts status and tc increase 
their fill -. n PLL items. 

b. The deadline rate for major itoiis cf equipment reached a low cf 5.2 
percent during September and. a high cf 9.6 percent during October with the current 
trend being downward. 

c. The effects of the "E" series TCAE were felt in the repair of 
OrdnancG equip:.ent. The construction battalion's logs of 3rd echelon Ordnance 
repair capability br ughin noticeable increase in the Ordnance equipment deadline 
rate. The rain factor in the rise was the difference in tine required for the 
Direct Support Units to '¡ake repairs as compared tc the time required for the same 
repairs when construction battai,i^Rf(-^4-WQir.rvm 3rd ocholcn Ordnance capabllitj 

W CONFIDENTIAL f 
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SUBJECT} r A* , « U Novocbcr 1967 

Operational Report - Leaecns Learned (RCS CSFCR-65) for 
Quarterly Period Ending 31 October I967. 

7. (U) Information: 

wore utilÄ ^lInfcrnati0“ 0fficer ^ Q tire Information Spoclallat 

n0Ua 0f c,lfl"oer to all the noibcrc 

8. (U): Civil Affairs 

to the Kv SeCrnînn^!inCftr Í Construction) provided some financial support 
inc +un L rrK+Crphanap\ ^arr®“,,15r two volunteer instructors of English are work- 
+M« /.« 3 W6tk Qt tno Christian Love Center (lilsslonary). In addition 
this center iras provided with some clothing and sundry items. * 

SBCTICfl g. Part, T. Observations (Lessons LoatW,) 

1. Training and Operations: 

ISâtS BVN^JS Engineer Operations 

DISCPSSIpN: In mid-sumer of this year the 13th Engineer Brigade reached an 

rSíltS thLmh Enrif ûr GfuUp (CcEbQt) (ARVII). One of the arrangements 
! Í / i-0nt WM the stationing of two companies of thelo3rd 

Sssïcn o?1îo f N) J°Uth ÏÎ the City °f Ba ^oi ^ highway ^1. The 
h i j ., h® battalion became the construction of seven permanent KACV standard 
bridges, the replacement of eight culverts, and the performance of emerg^f 

^ tfci 0Xi°f tíat Iãm CQPabilitios permit. The pfmSent 
eneges consist of concrete abutments, steel pile benta «nd «+noi 
orordoAod with »cd. With the utlt.’cf 
engineers construction materials, the 203rd Engineer Battalion iSvNlhL 

o1“»pl ttl ^0.110¾% T60 f-‘ p~c^fïnÂthÂfar 01 two other briegosj a 90 foot perrranent bridge: th, ‘ - 1 , _ 

of^thift”01 Ba.ilGy Bri^e> me- «a« required maintenance on three bridges! ^AlJ^uni 
of this organization have attempted to give the ARVN the 

corresponding increase in the work that they produce. ^ 

P”TVjffiCNi ActlvG ^operation with ARVN engineers coupled with a 
in the c ovGlopnent of their homeland has renewed ARVN enthusiasm and led to their 
making on increased contribution to the war effort. ^ thclr 

ITai: Seasonal Planning 6y Using and Constructing Units: 

^his unit% ACR c • prioej the southern half of the II Ccrps Tactical 
Zone (CTZ) from the South China Sea to the Cambodian border. Assigned SSits 

therefore 4 are located throughout both the highland and coastal Lesa Tha^’ar«*« 
exporivsnee the !Tonsoon season at opposite times of the year i e Crnâ+ni 
c ober through January} ,1,0tch through October. This organ-™ 
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Quarterly Period Ending 31 October I967. 

ization still bas engineor effort at the following highland locations« Bao Lee, 
Dalat, Long Bias !:t and Ban Pe Thout. This effort was connitte« to tneso areas 

ZuïTS SeaS°? fcr proJecta fron airfield to cantonront construe- 
I ffch V thcsQ Projects has progressed at an agonizingly slow rate prirnrily 

duo to the ac.vorsc weather conditions. Had these projects been delayed until 
October or Novorbor of this year, each could, have boon acconplished in mch less 

an the actual construction tine. This headquarters is actively involved in long 
n+Te+?lann^E nnc scheduling in order to place engineer effort on a critical con* 

aUrfne thc ^Pprf'Priato season. A large percentage of cur projects 
an,, their tiring, hewover, is based cn tactical operations and users' desires. 
During the rensoon season it is quite natural for users at various locations to 
bccoix totally absorbée in fighting thc weather and renaining functional throughout 

* £,CT u*, As the cry secson «t each site .and full control has been 
estabiishoc over ncnaal operations people start planning ahead for thc expansion 
of facilities or inproverents for the next nonsoon season. By tho tine their 
construction requirements arc validated, funded, and incorporated into a project, 
tho dry season has all but passed. * ^ » 

^SffiVATICh ; There is a need for hith l^vol conbat and con bat support headquarters 
tc forecast their construction requirenents sufficiently in advance of the dry 
season to allow construction to occur during this favorable time of thc year« 

IIS.: Base Dovolcpnont Planning 

DISOJSSIGN: The 35th Engineer Group (Construction) now has the base dovelopnent 
responsibility for three separate areas: Fhan Thict, Ban he Thrut, and Duo hy/ 

boa. Base Dovelopnent responsibility involves drawing base plans, organizing 
a base development bear- , atf ndinj oji tlu. b-.rd's neetings and monitoring all 
construction. The 35th Engineer Group (Construction) has one engineer company 

n¡LPhS?, Tïi0t’ xaripther one hy/Ninh Hca. At Ban he Thout, however, there 
' .° two enlistee personnel of this Group. Each locaticn has a different • 
resieent ocnior American Unit: At Phan Thict, tho 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry 

thfzlth’^ ^ t;CJh0Uí ther 155th ¿S3ualt Helicopter Company; at Due hy/Sh Hoa 
sínriíV« T“1 Cor?3any* E,lch cf thcso units hQ8 its own combat or comb 

1 undptho!ffore only büccnes interested in Base Dovelopnent spor- 
adically. This headquarters has assigned an officer the task cf fomxlating and 

Snsc Dovelrpnont responsibilities fcr these three areas.^He has 
visitée each site one has coordinated with tho various lodger units on location, 
as progress bas been made in thisarea it has become apparent that Base Develop- 
+ responsibility should rest with a unit which is permanently located at the 
stationano.thcr.forcjhas a personal interest in the growth of the base. Logis- 
li i Ele“cnt.8 arü }0Patct nt Ban he Thout and Phan Thiet and arc already handling 
ÍChb''fh c';v^0f"af for c,f tho ,:aJor bases in the II CT2. They would appear 

írbthbhíV^St t£'ÍCal ff1 th" bcot staffcc' organization to handle base development 
« Î ^0 obevo-montioned areas. Tho 35th En^necr Group (Construction) has 

i’1 Brif,a¿e tc lrok intc tht recrganizaticn cf Base Development 
Hanning fcr tho outlying areas in this Group's ACR. P 

1¾¾ Bnlts ar° ^ ^ ^ ^oicp- 
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AÎ3*.: T-17 i erbrane 

DISGISSION: T-17 a«»branc is dcslfooed tc prrvlde a wcarinr 
four nenths over a haatily prepared base for an assault runway Runways of 
tbla type are icnorally constructed to support a conbat cperatl-n^t thf 

airflel' °n îhVÂfîr Cf C-P cZuielk ^ 
la r.vnHnr/* ♦ airfifftx^hGn continues tc receive aircraft at whatever rate 

the cari until, in the end, the runway fails Roc-ntlv 

sïÂ2CÎ; fCUf ^ nüCCflflary ^ citensivT^br^ne ^erSra at7 
£ r^Sräe íe¿r ^tonoodLr^an¿ ^ ^ G^rta air“ atMp^rinc 
paired and sealed and^ S/l nattier ^ t^8 » thc ^way base was ro- 
T-17 dir, in fact last 1ff2 P13?00 M c vearing surface, ifliilc the 

in a reerto area encaré ^ ticir no«’ for cA aeívc 

r^ocrÍ’^rtírfíClC'’ ln ïl0t,Mr ^ lcratci ** »™to areas an^ 

2. 1 aintonance: 

I22L¡ ïr-plcaicntatien of "E" series TC¿2's by construction battalions 

ttftaS BattSicn” “»• «•»«*«« tc thc »E» .orlo. - ¿ F“I r^ 
SHSr-° - 

s ä'ää ^ÄÄ^aT 

oECTICN 2. Part II, ReccLicndn^^p^ 

1 • Training and Operations 

their tica'AtS'rTsíor ’-ira Ä“ ^ ^ration «e .tronfth, 

•r^ÄSÄasss as'isan.t.-s«... 
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SUBJECT: 

RfPC1lr,LGSScns Lcarn^ (WS CSPCR^éS)1 for 
Quarterly Perler Ending 31 October 1967. 

c. Re cor rionc T-17 
future airfields in Vicinal.. -r u:branc net be usee' as 0 surfacing raterial fer 

2. íaintenancc 

cneW conSmcUon'tt^'í™! ^111^ bt Turnei to 



AVBC-C (14 Nov 67) 1st Ind CPT Storat/sdj/DPT-163 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65)» for <\i?.rterly 

Period Ending 31 October 1967 (U) 

Headouarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO 96377 2 8 N:/ 

TO: Conmanding General, U.S. kray Engineer Comnand (Prov), 
ATTN: AVCC-WcO, APO 96375 

1. (U) This headruarters has reviewed the report submitted by 
the 35th Engineer Group and considers it an accurate «nd excellent 
description of the Group's activities and accomplinhrents durinp the 
reporting period ending 31 October 1967. 

2. (U) Concur with the observations and recommendations of 
the Group Connnndsr subject to tho following comments: 

a. Reference Section 2, Part I, nar? 1 - Base development 
Planning. This herdcjuarters foels that Base development Planning 
should be the responsibility of the senior unit occupying any particular 
base. Recommendations for transfer of base development planning 
rocponsibilities pertaining to specific bases in the 35th Engineer 
Group's nroa of responsibility hove been forwarded to IHAECViP). 

b. Reference lection 2, Part I, para 2. Modification Table 
of Organization and Eouipment (IxTOE) 5-117E w/Ch 1, 2 subritted on 
20 October 1967 rcouasts the addition of an Ordnance Direct Support 
Field O-'intencnce Section. 

c. Reference Incl 1, Section 2, Part II, para 1. ’’calign- 
mont of grade structure for divers to include one Master Diver, E-7, 
was incorporated into tho standardized ITOE 5-129^ prepared by I^AEOVf'1). 

HAROLD J. IT CLAIR 
Colonel, CE 
Deputy Comandar 
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WCC-PJT (U Not 67) 2d Ind CPT Whltley/gdt/lBN 4163 
®!nBJTCT: Cparational Report - Lessons Learned (PCS-CSFCR-65) for Period 

Indi nr 31 October 1967 

H*»TmRT®sf ITJTTFD STATES ARMY FNTJTNEFF CONMAND 
VTFW (mo7). »PO 96491 , otc 

TOj Commanding General, United States Army Vi et nan, ATTN: AVHÎC-DH, 
APO 96375 

The subject report, submitted by the 35th taginecr Grot*, has been 
reviewed by this headouartvs and is considered adequate* 

FOR THE CfWAPDW* 

2 Incl 
no 

PAUL A. LOOP 
Colonel, CE 
Chief of Staff' 

Cys F um» 
CO, 18th Engr Bde 
CO, 35th Engr Gp 

11 
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AVHQC-DST (14 Not 67) ^ TnH 
OBJECT. Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSPOR-65) for 

Quarterly Period Ending 31 October I967. * ’ 

f i.sADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMT ttttttu m - 
EW STATBS ARMI VI2TRAM, APO San Franelaco 96375 1 ¡m, 1907 

T0! %r?6ÏKin a'1’t’ StaM ^ P»clfl<=. »"It' OPOP-DT, 

Learned Sí^“1^ 
tere. 35th En^tneer Oro^ SlríS? 

2. Concer «Ith repert a. Indeed. Repart le eon.ld««,d ^te. 

KB THE COMMANDER: 

2 Incl 
nc c S N^'otsukasa 

Cpt. AGC 
Asst AG 

cc: HQ* 35th Engr Gp 
HQ, US Arsy Engr 

(Const) 
Cond 
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GP0P-DT( 14 Nov 67) 4^ Ind (u) 

SUBJECT: Op^.tlon.l neport for the Qu.rterly Period Ending 31 October 

1967 from HQ, 35th Engr Gp (OIC: WCWlttA) (RCS CSF0K-65)(U) 

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 DSC 1817 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develnr,™««*- n 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 P * epartment of the 

\ 
M 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report 
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

* west, VA JL llg 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

CPT, AGO 

Aaat AO 
nc 
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