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D£PiiRTMl:NT OF THE «RMY 
HEADaU^RTERS,   13T1! COHBaT AVIATION (DELTi.) BATTALION 

kPO ;>an Fraiciaco 96215 

AVBA-DB-3 22 August 196? 

SUBJECT!    Operatijiiäl iu:p^rt  on j.eaäons Learned,  Period mding 31  July 1967 
(RC3 CS For 67) 

SECTION I 
Signi/'icanl ürgoiüzation or Unit j-ictivities 

A.    Organizatioiir    Duiing the rci-urting pariod the 13th Combat Aviation 
Battalion includod. 

1. (U)    Headqufu-tai'ö   u.d Hbad^arLers Detachment with the .52nd and 
24th Quarterraastür Detacluiiuixts und the headquarters element  of the Security 
Platoon attached. 

2. (Uj    'i'ha .JA'iiii lü.iiojo  L,.I,. ctüuunt (Oijnft), with the 62nd Quarter- 
master Detachment and  the   hit Secttun of the Security Detachment attached. 

3. (U)    The 347th Airfield Detaclunent (Opns), with the 53rd Quarter- 
maater Detachment,  Section   I,  o^th Infantry Detachment (Ground Surveill- 
ance Radar), the 41st Kcdicr-.l  Dotüchjftent (O.A.),  the 73th Artillery Detach- 
ment (Counter-Mortar Radarj,  the 2nd Detachment of the Pathfinder Platoon, 
and the 2nd Section,  Security Platoon attached. 

4. (U)    The 346th  airfield  Datachment (Opns), with the 5th Quarter- 
master Detachment,  Section 2,  69th Infantry Detachment (Ground Surveill- 
ance Radar),  the Tird Medical  Ik.t.'cli.ient (O.A.),  the  1st Detachment of the 
Pathfinder Platoon,,  and thu 3rd Section of the Security Platoon attached. 

5. (U)    The 336th Asaault Hulicopter Company (UH-l) with the  167th 
Transportation Detachment (KD),  and the 277th Signal Detachment (RL) 
assigned. 

6. (U)    The  12fst  /asaxtit Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 80th 
Transportation Detachment (KD)   r-.ml  the 257th Signal Detachment (RL) 
assigned. 

7. (U)    The   114th  :..-. ,.nl\   iLUcopter Company (UH-1) with the 544th 
Transportation Detcchnumt (KD)    iui the 96th Signal Detachment (RL) 
assigned. 

8. (U)    The   t/.Uh  „o;r,.,it   HUicM-ter Company (UH-1) with the. 150th 
Transportation Detachr.ivnt (KO)    nd  th«: ?;3t.h Signal Detachment (RL) 
assigned, 

9. (U)    The   199th lieoüiuK.j diUTice  /drpl'ine Company (0-1). 

10. (U)    The 22 let Rec-mivdsüance  /drplane Company (0-1) with the 
325th Signal Detachment (RL) assigned. 

F6f?   07  RQ   £\Ue. 
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11.    (li)    The 244th airplane Coinpany (OV-1) with the 502nd Transportation 
göl§®ahBi«nt (KD) and the 537th Signal Detaohraent (RL & RX) assigned. 

($ao Organisation Chart attaohdd) 

t.    (Ö)    On 10  /«apart,  19^7, the Commanding General, MG George P.  Seniff, 
Ist Aviation Brigade, conducted a change of ooouaand ceremony instflling LTC 
Robert L. MoDaniel &3 Commanding Officer of the  13th Combat aviation Battal- 
ion. 

2. (C;    The outgoing Coi!ua.-iJiding Ufiicer,  LTC William H.  Harper, moved 
toSoc Trang to bygin organiaing the Phantom Combat Aviation Battalion (Provl). 
The Soc Trang Battalion will boccsae operation^. In August 1967.    Command vdll 
be through the  Uth Gomh; t ..vifetton Dattalion. 

3. (C;    Tho   I/VUi   teconnaiaadnoe Company (0-1) closed at Vinh Long on 22 
JvJtf 1967.    Inproctiatjlng ajid unit training were completed in seven days.    The 
unit miaslon will be  LJ provide   direct  visual •-reconnaissance support to the 
/iIWN 7th and 9th Diviaiona,  under   -perati^nal control of i£ of S G-2 Advisor, 
IV4h Corps, 

k*    (C)    The 244th ..irplano Company (OV-l) closed at Can Tho Inatallatior 
on 29 July-  1967.    In.jrjcesaing and unit training are presently being conducted, 
This unit,  under the   ipurnti >n.;l cjulrol of the Corps G-2 /dvisor will provide 
immediate visual and electronic surveillance within the IVth Corps Tactical. 
Zone. 

5. (U)    On 1  July  196?,  at a ceremony held at Can Tho Airfield, the 
Commanding Gemeral,   let aviation Brigade, designated Can Tho Army Installation 
aa the Jack T.  Detnpsey Installation,     k bronae plaque, engraved with a likeness 
of Col Dempsey, his dates of Jt;rvice and year of birth wae unveiled as a last- 
ing memorial.    The plaque \  ia pur*ch.iSi;d by funds donated by members of the  13th 
Combat  aviation Battali^i.    (Sue Oilll    itd  15 May  1967 for discussion of Col. 
Dempsey's death) 

6. (I))    Thu- new mf'.ic  I  .'i v^n^.-ry fir the Dempsey Installaiion was 
opened  5 June  196?-    Tho  bi.ildi;.^    ficrs  a ten bed ward,,   a dental clinic, 
examining rooms,  ;tn operatJon r../i.i and complete laboratory facilities.    The 
Battalion Flight Surgetn ar.i the 774th Medical Detachment operate the new 
facility for over  1,000 /imerirrais based or working  at the Dampsey Installat- 
ion. 

C.    Operational and  ».liJTiinistrplJ.yu  /.-ylation Support; 

(U)    The  13th Combat aviation Battrlton assigned and attached units con- 
tinued to provide direct supp^j t to the ARW IVth Corps, the IVth Corps MACV 
Mvisory Force,  Special Forcua and GOftDS.    These missions included command 
liaison, outpost resupply, medical evacuation, radio relay, aerial escort and 
visual surveillance.    Statistics generated in support of all assigned missions 
are as follows; *■' 

V 
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VUg JUNE JULY TOTAL 

HOURS FLOWN 7*996 9,157 9,074 27,227 
SORTIES 21,492 23,441 23,104 68,037 
PAX MOVED 61,124 51,807 61,319 214,250 
CARGO TONS MOVED 622 442 1,547 2,591 

D.    Tactical AylalLj^ Support; 

(U) Tactical amy aviation sppport was given to ARVN IVth Corp«, its 
subordinate units and Special Forces. Specific support during this period 
included airi"n:'udassualts, aerial direct fire support, reconnaissance and 
surveillance of the battle arsa, laaflet dissemination, armed aerial escort, 
aeromedical evacuation, canal curfew enforcement (Firefly) and aerial app- 
lieati n of riot control agents. Statistics generated in support of these 
missions are listed below: 

MAY JUNE JULY TOTAL 

HELIBORNE iSSAULT MISSION 49 44 41 134 
HOURS FLOWN 4,912.2 4,331.2 5,476.7 14,770.1 
SORTIES 13,372 12,383 16,070 41,825 
TROOPS MOVED 44,726 42,321 49,514 136,561 
FIREFLY M3NS. 54 58 65 177 
VG-KBAA 29 A    ..:. 500 364 1158 
VC SAMPjiN DiiSTilOYED 288 408 553 1254 
VC STRUCTURES DESTROYED 159 231 328 718 

E.    Significant Operations Conducted During This Period: 

1.    (C)    Cuu Long 65/12/67,   10 -- 11  June  1967. 

On  100700 June  1967 the  13th Combat  Aviation Battalion staged at 
Vinh Long in support of the ARVN 7th Division.    Aviation support consisted 
of 14 transports,  two armed platoons and two command and control helicopters. 
Task organization of  the ground forces was: 

(a) Headquarters,   12th Regt. 

(b) 2/12th Battalion 

(c) 32nd Ranger Battalion 

(d) 7th,   11th and  12th Reconnaissance Companies. 

(e) Eight tubes of  Iü5mm and two tubes of 155™ artillery were in 
direct support- 

The operation was conducted in the southern half of the VC Thien Ho Base area 
in the western portion of Dinh Tu.mg Sector.    Intelligence indicated that 
elements of the' 263rd Main Force Battalion were in residence.    The   12th Regt, 
attacked at 0700 hours with three rec yn companies and one infantry battalion, 
air landed,  and one ranger battalion advancing by road. 

IMiEWl 
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.    'Thts t-eoon oonparuaii wöiia laaded on Bcöi»dulo ani met scattered light re- 
sistance.    The 2/l2th battalion was divartad from ica orlginial LZ to assist 
isha' recon oon^anies.    Upon iaiiding they ca^». Wider intense VC Ute from 
distances of 200 to 50O nsetera.    Four ajiniA helicopters were damftged by VC 
fire while providing direct fire support,    k heavy fire team of gunahips 
wea canmltted to the oparatdOB to reinforca the aviation direct support. 
Th«1 32nd Ranger Battalion, who had made no contact, was picked up and air 
landed on the east flimJ« of tJhfc 2/l2th HJ$blg.3Q minutes to relieve. VC 
preeaxire.    Friendly units r&mXnsä static throughout the day while air 
atT4kea> artillery asttL-areaKi helieaptwjrplaced fire on the VC forces.    There. 
were no extr&ctlOBt* thl» day>   Iß»« Vfii'brofce contact during the evening.    Unite 
on the moraiag of the Uth oottuftönced their search without further contact. 
HMdlCal «vaöttatlonä aar* «ostpleted in >ihe early morning hours.    Units   were 
SQctnact.«d and returned ta bode etation t^'i}600 hours. 

Gisjund Porces r«poj-tud   1^7 VC KIA,,  and i, VC were captured.    Two 50 cal. 
maiahissbB guns, 25 small amet,  assorted aiirao", mlrt'es, tools end medical equip- 
mttofc/aappliea were ciptured.    'IV > medical stations,  a medical supply store- 
hemee ami a macMne ahop vter-u deütrayod.    iu-med helicopters claimed  13 VC 
iPJMsi nine «tructurus and  1? aanpöna destroyed. 

Army Aviation protfided the ground commander >dth the mobility needed t' 
qui-tdtly reinforce and Irifluence the action.    In the enviromant of the Delta 
whöire ground movement li>- slow at best, resources other than by air, would not 
ha«» arrived in time to prevent the VC from destroying a major port.   ^ of the 
2/t2th.    «rmed helicopters, by providing aerial direct fire «upport allowed 
the 2/12th to organize and effectively defend until pressure was relieved by 
the adr landed 32nd Ranger Battalion. 

2.    (C)    Dan Chi 239/A,   12 - 14 June 1967. 

The  13th Combat Aviation Battalion supported the 21st ARVN EtLvision 
on a three day multi-area search and destroy operation.    At 120630 June, 44 
aircraft staged at Soc Tra g to airlift elements of the 2 Ist Division into 
VC controlled areas South of Cai Tac in South Phong Dinh Sector and South 
of Phung liiep along the Northern border of Ba Xuyen Sector.    The Phung Hiep 
and Thuan Hoa l->cal Force Companies ,  supporting elements of the infamous 
Tay Do Battalion, habitually   operate in these areas.    Ground maneuver elements 
crossed their lines of departure at 0730 hours.    At 0800 hours the first 
airmobile f^rc^s werv landed,     ><■ total of 1231 troops wore slr-lended into 
two LZ,s.    light contact   was mode with an estimated VC platoon by elements 
of a RF battalion.    The VC broke contact after ?, short fire fight.    Although 
armed helicopters over the opersiionsl area drew light fire throughout the 
day, there was no further contact by the ground forces.    Extractions were 
begun at  1620 hours.    All .-imobile forces were back at thpir base camps by 
1725 bourse    Armed helicopters.claimed one VC KBKA,  four structures and eight 
sampans destroyed. 

D'•" 1  activities commencud  st O73O hours.    Ground elements consisting 
of three RF battalions, 2/33rd Infantry Battalion and'the  l/l9th Cavalry 
«rossed their LD's to sweep South towards the LZ's.    Ground fog and haze 
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delayed the airmobile execution until 09.Q0 hours» The firat lift was then 
landed and by 1000 h^urs five lifts totaling 775 troops were made to intro- 
duce two ranger battalions and a ranger combat group headquarters. Again 
contact was light snd sporadic throughjut the day. Extractions were begun 
at 1AA5 hours and all units were returned to their base camps by 1555 hour», 
/irraed helicopters claimed s^ven VC KBAA, fou» VC WBAA, 20 eampans and 12 
structures destroyed. 

On D + 2 the area of operation was shifted to the West and Southwest of 
the Pi Se Road.  The Ba Se Road encircles the Sensitive Zrme of theBinh 
Thuy •- Can Tho Airfield complex. This area is habitually used by elements 
of the Tay Do Battalion and the Ü Men & Chou Thanh Local Force Companies to 
stage in the shelling of the Binh Thuy Airfield and Phong Phu Subsector 
?«trong points. The general plan of operation was to satttrat-e-.the area with 
multiple search columns in order to conduct a through sweep and search. . 
Blocking forces were deployed by foot and the airmobile forces were emplaced 
by 20 UH-1D transports -staging from Vi Thanh. Initial lifts carried 830 
troops of the 2/31stJ 3/3l8t Infantry Battalions and were completed by 0340 
hours. Sector forces made light contact at 0332 hours and detained eight VC 
suspects.  Armed helicopters were employed in reconnaissance and reported 
moderate ground lire throughout the battle area. Sector forces a^ain reporter' 
contact at 1000 hours. Estimate of VC strength was approximatly 200 troops. 
The 3l3t Regt. Hdqs. was then ordered to advance its units to contact. At 
1330 hours, contact was made with the VC force.  Armed helicopters supporting 
the 3l3t Regt, began receiving 50 cal fire and observed numereous troops in 
foxholes wearing steel helments. Resistance of the VC was heavy and TAC air 
together with continuous helicopter aerial direct fire support was emplaced 
300 meters to the front of the 3/31st Infantry Battalion. Documents cap- 
tured at this time indicated the engagement was with elements of the Tay 
Do Battalion. Additional armed and transport helicopters were requested 
and received from IVth Corps. Reinforcements consisting of the 41st and 46th 
Ranger Battalions were then lifted into LZ's to the rear of the 3/31st Inf- 
antry Battalion. By pushing up on both sides of the canal line objective, 
the VC were routed from their defensive positions into the open rice paddies 
where armed helicopters could engage them. By 1300 hours all effective VC 
resistance had terminated. The 31st Regt was extracted and the ranger group 
remained in the area over night. Throughout the day, 1600 troops were air- 
lifted into the operational area and 310 troops were extracted. Three armed 
platoons provided aerial escort, armed reconnaissance and aerial direct fire 
support for the manuever elements claiming 128 VC KBAA, ten VC WBAA, nine 
structures and ten sampans destroyed. Intimate coordination and effective 
communications between the troop commander advisors and the aviation elements 
provided a combination of combat forces against which the VC could not stand. 

Reported results of this three day operation were 220 VC KIA and 1? VC 
captured. Equipment consisting of one 57mm RR rifle, one 7.92mm MG, 39 small 
arms, assorted ammo, mints and grenades and one kilo of documents were cap- 
tured. 

(5) 
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t on Losaons Learned, Pai-iod imdlng 3* July 1967 

3.    (C)    O.m Lin,'.    fj4/r)?j    2-;>//0u July -- A1700  Aagobt 1967. 

Th.ls 7th AUVN D\vi..,\..n sparen,  cl^ar   .nd dfcstroy operation c ijmenced 
oa 26 "Jaiy 1967.    The optroiion wab conducted in ten daily oofta«cütiW^phasea 
to oloae YTLUI and dustro)' VC aoin force and district local £orx/<i units 
operaiing North of National Highway Four in Dinh Tuong Sector.    The area of 
operations ©ncoapaösed six aepörate auctiona in Di.ah Tuong f.Sector from Ben Tranh 
to Cüäo Due subsecL.->r3;   an moa but,./uun National High»rayy?bur and the Ba Beo- 
Tang DJC LOG canal,     H large porounta/u of the area is JX; controlled containing 
two major bdflo areas,   Ap Bac  and Thien Ho.    Knomy unit-^ operating in the area 
are the 263MF Dp, 261MF bn,  bUth Provincial Mobile^,  several sopuate com- 
psiiifcis, threö ciisi.ric-. c jinj ..nitia «nd J.ucal guerillaa. 

^ 

(M the 28th of July   1967,   ihe U.3. 9th Di viel on begap staging urdtg Into 
Dong Tani,  the 2nd Brlgride Ev«e Crimp jn the My Tho river, $4) conduct a -search 
and destroy jpün'ion üouth of Hlghwo1  ?uuv fr.-.'lü Dong Taai to Cai Be.    This 
upundic^i waa  In o. njuxu.LJ   n wilii but,  aöf.eratd from,   the AR\,fW operation to 
tha North.    ( >..•„ Oj-ur-ud ).i (;or>naUj  II,  U.3, 9th Infantiy Division,  .After 
Act ion tlepori.;-..) 

a.    Phaat: I - 26  ,-..;,/,    JL.'-^H« from btnli Due,  the  13th C«0»^ Aviation 
baU/ilion,  »fitn U'f aircra.'t,   sapjiorUGu tlda 7th Division two T^SK i^orce operatl?.: 
Taek Force  Kah iU^t.  find Task i- .;.... i-inh Tuong (RF) was airlifted Into the oper- 
ational area Worth of Tan lliöp c «(..uccing at 0745 hours.    By J034 hom^s,   1200 
tr;apB had bt»en placed in the .^purati ^nal area by 25 armed transports.     At  1016 
houre, TF ülith IVm« one .UijLuü a small VC force vie XS411663 and reported 3 VC 
KI.-,..     At  1425 hiU.-s,  7th  fu.con C, .^.nni   c ;pLured one VC at XS370532.    No fiirther 
contact by the ground ul^Lvnts waa   jxpwrienced this day.    Armed helicopters 
provided aacort,  arraad aerial n.c ii.adsa.-ince and direct aerial fire supportr/cr 
tho ground feluiwutB,    The/ .J ij.:,...:!  f .ur VC KBüA,  11  ati-ucturea and 3 sampans 
destroyed.    There wcru ni     .■.;:•.',.t.i ...M  thin  day.    Ground elements returned to 
home stations by groum:   .. . .una-i.l ,. 

bu    i'hao'j  II - 4/ Ja y;    6Lntiiig fi\.im Binh Due and Tan Hiep airfields 
with 3^ aircraft,  uaita  of TF,   Nth Regt, wure lifted into the phase II opera- 
tional area.    This  ••i\,a w:,:. W^ol    <(' tJhcae I; bounded  on the North by the Kinh 
Tong Doc LJC .. nai,   >n Lhu ,.,..ji   bj \\...: R.ich da Rai-Kiioh Xang canal, on the 
South by Highw.:^   F.^ar an.  t r.w  i.^&t  1^   t bo Kmh 3on-My-Tho canal.    Airmobile 
forces were landed,  in th. U.EU;,   :.'n'li; Kast and jiast of the area to move into 
the operation ar«a pur,hi..\; .-.aaj-j.;...! VC forces to the Southwest against the 
2/6th and 3/6th rrnihjred calvary  tio-j.e moving Njrth^ast.    The 3/11th Infantry 
Bn. made contact   at 0315 vdth 2  W- bi.u-iclB,    light intermittant contact was 
eaporlenced the remain dor   -1  th« day,    Jixmed transports made nine lifts 
positioning 920 tr-ops  in  the   .por-tional area,    ivrmed helicopters claimed 
3  VC KBAA an,;  5 «-:•:-. ans ..;.(,,■ (jed. 

c.    Phase III - :M July;    'Uaging from Binh Due, the  13th Combat Aviation, 
Battalion continue^, supputüig t.hc 7th iiRVN revision this day with 33 aircraft. 
TF,   10th Regt,  waa  airlift ^,1  lit:* the   -hjectlve urea commencing at 0700 hours. 
The center of mass  of the  atv.a  waj  tin kilometers West of the Dinh Cai Chuol - 
Rach Ba Rai canal  river line,     /»gain Inf Bns. were implaced by aimed transports 

(6) 
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along the West,  North and tkn iheast periphery; to move South against the 2/6 
Armed Calvary Troop advancing  to  the North,    CIDG forces were employed in the 
North East portion of the area  to search along the Rach Bang Day stream line. 
Mt 0938 hrs, the CIDG from My  Fhuoc Tav discovered a rice cache.    At 1157 hrs 
they made contact with an estimated VC platoon.    Light contact was experienced 
throughout the day by friendly forces.    A total of 1170 troops were lifted 
into the operational area between O'/OU and 123Ö hrs.    Transports extracted 
220 troops this div.    Armed helicojiters, in supporting t're transports, and 
providing reconnaissance and ar.rial direct fire   -.upport,   claimed 29 VC KBAA 
and three sanpans deaxro'/ed, 

Phase IV, 29 July:    At 0615 hrs,   Delta battalion staged fron Vinh Long 
with 30 aircraft to (.öai :mie coriVnt support of the 7th ARVN Division Forces. 
The operational area t.h.irj fourth da;- was moved VJest 6 kilcraetersj bounded on 
the 'Jest by th.e Ki.nh So ba"-fJö)ig Tra Lot rjver canal  Tine.     A total of  1Z).C0 
troops were impliced  L" artmid transports; again around V'.e Northern periph:.ry 
from NW to NE to push south against  .locking positions.     Linh Tuong Force.; 
made contact at  1510 wit), a  plai-oon size VC unit,    TF,   12th Regt experienced 
no contact  this day.'^ i'hf- /,1yl   hanger   -II  had  ligt contact during the after- 
noon.,   A total  of 14V0 ti-oois  wia c  lifltd this day.     810 were extracted at 
the close of the da-.-.     Armtx]  titilicov-ters claimed two structures destroyed. 

Phase V, 30 Jul^: Tlie 5th 
with 1^2 aircraft staging i'r>>i.- V 
airland 1190 tr. ops from i'f lit 
operational area center of mass 
bounded on the west u- l:x. linn 
the Kinh Hoi Kuot Tarn J ai.:i I . ^ 
the northern periphery to '■■.eve 
experience light ccntact, Juriag 
vras airlanded an tha äouth K >st. 
encountered little resistance. 
structures and three sair-'na d«-' 
360 troops from the opori'.,i »naJ 

da-..' saw Delta battalion continuing support 
mh . ong at 06^5 hrs,  11   lifts were made to 
h Regt arid the 41st Ranger battalion.    The 

was 3 kilometers West of the phase IV area 
long Doc I.oc canal  a ad on the Southwest b" 

gain Tirmobile elements were introduced into 
smith against clocking forces.    Ground forces 

the da^ .    At  1336 hours the List Rangar Bn 
portion of the area to move north west they 
Armed helicopters claimed 3 VC KBAA,  13 

sn'oyud.    Three extraction^ were flown removing 
■■rca at inidafternocn. 

Phase VI,  31   July: 
troops  of the   10th Regt 
8 kilometers south west 
West by the Kinh Luu The: 
Kinh Co Co canals to Hir 
Muot Tarn canal.     UlO ra- 
west  boundry to move so 
290 troops was made in t 
ienced by t'^e ground for 
20 aircraft was mounted 
-area.     A total of 580 tr 
claimed  12 VC KbAA,   1  VC 
supporting the  9th Mvis 
were extracted before d'i 

Thirty aircraft  st god from Vinh Long to pick up 
fron field loc;   ions and insert then into an area 

of 1,   ..  phase V area.    This  area vras bounded on the 
n canal,  t i. e south v^est  by the Kinh So Mot and 

it 

-i.ar  and on the Mortis '.nd East, bir the Kinh Hai 
.v\ !-(.- insurted into t'.e center and alonT the 

ga-n.at  blocking positions.     One ext-raction of 
■u o   'ftermon.     Intermittant  contact was expsr- 

ces. An 'ihVU 9th Division operation supported with 
ii on;', the biestern lounr'ry of this day's operational 
oops  were he]ilifted into five LZ's.    Armed helicopters 

WLAA,  /, structures and  14 sampans destroyed while 
ion Troops.    All troops cf this supporting operation 
rk. 

Phase VII,   1  August :    This  seventh day operation was staged from Moc 
Hoa.     Control passed from 7th  AnVM  Division to Kien Tuong sector      CIDG units 
were employed to search an area north of the Kinh Tong  Due Loc canal bounded 
on the west by the Kinh Lui   canal,  on the north by the Kinh Nam Mgan canal 

MM^MMiiiMMiMMaHMi 



JiCüiHöGTs    Oparational Report on Lessons i-efirned,  Pm'lod Ending 31 «July 196? 
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■ind <m. the east by the Kinh Ca Whip tctual.     Blooklflg pasibiona ware set up along 
x.ha. ^,iathern boundry and on the main routes of    withdrawal on the East and West 
iioias^ss.    Five LZ'a were utilized along the Northern boundry and two LZ'e alone 
the Kkat to inoart 650 GIDG troops into the operatictnal area.   Although a through 
search of the area was nsde, only light contact was experienced.    A total of 1240 
troops were extracted at clay's end to return to evening base defense areas.    Arme. 
heiicoptera claimed 7 VC KBAA and two structures destroyed during their support cl 
the mamiöver elements. 

/o 

Phase VIII, 2 At^ust:    Support continued this  day with 32 aircraft staging 
from Vinh Long at 0730 hours.    This day's area ws located 13 kilometers west c" 
V.-j.)   Uy.    TFj  10th Regt, yms adriandud inia 3 LZ^s 1,0 search assigned areas alorL 

i'.ti'iY waterways.    A total of 310 troops were air].arided.    Blocking forcts were 
[Kiciitioned by ground öiovement.    Only li^it contact was experienced during the 
li-i; .    ßtght extractions were flown revioaitioning troops from 0915 to 1506 hours. 
Arii'oü helicopters claimed 21 VG KBAA in support of the manuever elements and am- 
«.■'i transports. 

Phase II, 3 August: The ninth u 
'i'Kding from Vinh Long at 0700 hours. 
.'.v: /H to iiiblude all the area bounde 
!.!.( Kinh Cai Ghuoi-Rach DA Rai to Cai 
Tra Sot on the West. Units that rema 
afi.signed sectors while TF, 11th ftegt. 
thfj operational area to search South 
t.ruops v^re airlifted into the area, 
L'-, i , ulaments and three recon compan 
MfHi and 1200 hours. Two armed hello 
...J ciaed 12 VC KBAA tfiile support inn t 

. ■' iia  tide day. 

c.y's npei'atiun continued with 36 aircraft 
■JIIL,  uperatlonal  area was expanded from 2 

u by  the Kinh Tong Doc canal on the North, 
lay on the East and the Kinh So Bay-Roc 

mdc-u overnight  continued to search in 
wad airlanded  in the Northern section of 

dloiif major water routes.     \ total of   1060 
Heavy  contact was experienced by TF,   11th 

las wert airlifted into the area between 
optors were hit  by enemy ground fire.    They 
ho manu&ver elements.    There were no extraot- 

■<!i., 

tact 

) hase X, 4 August:    On this tenth and final day the 13th Battalion staged 
Vinh Long vdth 33 aircraft.    The objective area remained West and Northwest 
d Lav.    TF,  11th Hegt,  continued it a search in the sector.    TF,   10th Regt. 
drlanded in the Northwest to sweep South towards Highwa-" Four.    Light con- 
was experienced throughout the day.    Kxtractiona were begun at 1330 hours. 

troops were retürhed to home stitlons prior to darkness. 

REPORTED RESULTS: 

234 VC KIA 
80 VCC 
138 Suspects 

l  - 76m recoilless rifle,   1  - B40 rocket launcher,  1 - BAR, 3 - AK47, 3 - K50, 
1   - SMG, 20 assorted small arms,  1  -  switchboard,  ß - telephones,  1  - radio, 
•-'3'.»650 rds AK47 ammo, 24 - 01mm Mortar rds, 51  - 10 kilo mines,  40 sampans, 
1 machine shop, 1 dispensary and a large ciuarrtlty of grsnades. 
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SÜÖJECt:    Operational Reöort on Lessons Learned,  Period Ending 31  July 196? 
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AVTATIOM ACTIVITI :'>: 

Houra fl iwu 2,105.V 

tl 
Troops  lifted ]'j,.'bO 
VG KBAA 89 
Sampans deatroy* i '33 
Structurea 

doatroyf- i yj 

Advla or's Analy ai^:    "-»llhnugh the ßariy phases  of this operation did not 
produce spüctaculrtr ruauH s,   thu onhiation is considered as highly successful 
from the standpoint of u^aualti^s  Inflicted on the enemv- and disruption to the 
VC campaign to cut Hi^hwav F.-ut-,    The most significant cont-ict by the 7th Infant- 
ry Division occurred ■■n .3  '.u^ust,.    Although  tactical  air,  artillery and gunshivr 
were heavily tmplovijd in aupporl   of  the troDpa in contact, the enemy position 
was not assaulted.    The entjmy wig silver ly mauled but managed to ^xfiltrate du .'In; 
the night." 

F.   (C)    Tactics: 

The numbers -ii.u int.t-.naity   J!   ^0 initiated  incidents during the report- 
ing period deviated sharply fron the tr^nd of the last two vearsj  especially 
during the month of May.     In Ha;'   196$,   hhere were 8t8 VC  incidents while in 
May 1966 there wen. V7r' itu'.id^nlu,    Diriny May  196? v.here were 559 incidents, 
the majority of wl:i':h wi.fe hMT'iOör.entn,    The weakening VC position in the 
IVth Corps  was pf-.rticularl" evident on Ho Chi Kinh's blrtliday,   19 Mav,  when the 
increased Allied alert stav.is anc 
enemv to po/jt.; one or  ruev I 
event, which took pi ice on  tne nigfit of 21  Ma?,  included a number of shellings 
of sector and su'i'Sector',  ,   towns -inc. one mgor airfield but, did not achieve the 
intensity of years pv-.t. 

* aggressive operations in key areas forced the 
lU.icks,    The  delayed VC ■celebration-of"this 

Teere wer-  61V  v.    Initiated fae iden! n (liainj; the r.onth of June and  500 
incidents ihiring July.    Thf;  '/pe and inte-nsit^   of \1C activity changed signifi- 

cantly during these two months.    Attacks and shellings decreased while sabo- 
tage activity against  LeC's   (roadblocks),  aiibushes against U3N PBR's and ground 
to air fire increased markedl". 

A total of ',']?  3p.ot  : oi ■ 
during this cuarter.     :u Ma1 

reactions by IV Corps   laoet*. 
110 reactions and J0&  In Ju'v 
ing period the spot  reporting 
than 3,000 roporf;  subu.it+.(>!. 

i  wire  re.-eive.i   from Delta Battalion aircraft 
.r>.   .very l6l   enemy sightings    resulting in 89 

ur. 
11 «1 

there were 243 enemy sightings with 
.actions. With the end of this report- 
been in effect for 13 months with more 

(9) 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report on Lessons Lenrnen»  iv.rioj    lihding 31   July 1"967 
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;' ■    Loplstica -- 

1,     iC)     Expt;nditur>-3   -r   aas.un llaofi -jjii i\. 1% 

HAY JJjy JUn TOTAL 
7.6ram  (LK:>) 1,Öv5//Bi .•,:?'?!,/.';/, r',riKj7.? ß,585,763 
. .•/.•)  riockötj 9,498 1.'.',;.-, '/MI 32,175 

Grenaiiea   (l KD)    '),$&) }/;(J V, ' ' ^-1,B75 
Ji-A  (Gala) 1.3^6,169        1,^20^1/,        i ,..• ■/, i i.:       4,115,915 
..V i:l (Caly) 2.43,635 .'.•■-•, .v, 7 791,297 

(O     Isi. Logisl.icai C/v ;.!:o'n I'-J.-U--;   i  ifjt,..;, Ui , ik.lown Point  began 
hiit-ribution  it Can Tho on  15 Jiuy  1967.     1'!...    u;-. -it,  :.|- r;tticr;;; to  3oc Treng 
•üd Vinh Long has  now u-.'X.mb t.h«  ri;£!poiib:i ilii.v  ■ '   ''I'S b-.U.a.i ^.::.     Ist Log 
\UvYj<.imd dooa not makt di Ht.rjbuti^/, to iv-id-u J'.-I i   i ,.',•/!■  n-.-'n br/icratfl brigano- 
lii'ics thir-i  bnttalion doe-i n.,i. I :-.v.; ti.o a.jj^ty        .•:   ...   j .':   !.>,     'r rncr/enent to 

■., ' . Ji,;   ,-i   'eonestfid  through   .T.:.  at ''•u.  T;.   ,     -, ,i.., ;.   .;.i-i::*.r     • .';.   -it Vinh 
!.,. ;.r, nt^L.-^'...   at ^ thi, u^   of OM ' :1.   .-i  »;■,',,,     •■   ■..; i .■-;.!. i      üoi   ;■■.■ i o;-! :nove- 

eac,     (-   t   '.rtgn:.fLeant  jncro:f.;e  i.i   ■.!■■'   * v.;   .•. .''.   y;  ^dca -  C)    IVth 
'■■■;•■  :i'.'.4 ; • • ■   requii ij.nuiit 9   in   .. icr: n ■ :    ;ui'rt;'    ,   .     :• '.   -.i ot C-VA'a does not 

-.  ]'.w for  rubAtu-al support   ■:' this  b.'ti.ai jf.'7\,     . :ii:i' IIL-J  !I«  t be      c inc oiled or 
:'.-j.ij-r.'cu cau:i;ng sons  foud Tiv.lir.    ^n i.',1' -i: MIJ,.   ;r;   rttitjrjs  hi1' beert truck 
■■  ■■■■■•.'yi tc   :.■>::   i'ran^ and Vnh  Long   to :■,; l:,.,:    •,:,.: i.'..-.n.r  .,f   ai rcrai't  r<j mire- 
ne.ald.     '''".t.:   .d Lvatioii ol   ■■  (.l-.'j-    i   ;-r>;,;;.:'i   v«. !■ ;.;!   '■.'   '"■■. Th    ins not   allevi- 

■tiri  ti.',  r ilion probloiii  but add..: an aciu j. i.ion ^ I   : uroi-tj 4;.:.   ': .j  unit to obtain 
v-a.spori-if. ion   for dista ibution 1     \'::->:i  a-illa   .'   .'...'. Lon/'   ■:, i   ioc Trang, 
f'tsupply  of  vriouu  Sta^Q  fiddy   '/a   ugaoul    1110  U.-jin  ■.13   :,-en   'lovrtid duo  to 
u,f, lack of aj.rcrart aupport ca . a.;:  ov  inoroast.::  r<..ouirei..ori!.r. t'roughout Viet- 
atir..    temunir.i vn for all JOOMT..:   as   . ; boirij.-, .n-oei-. o   a,   .  „a :a   r  r.w.lü to effoct 
-.   .'iTd 1 rrjou3 aupplv.    The aac 0'   '"! — // 1   - 'v,'      .  i ■, ■ ■/1.  jr, ai/ur.cj rcsuppiy to 
vuaous  locations has been an t,l'!'e;,'   ve   iuof icii''i;t .     a'..a has betn done by 
utUizing f'il-Wn   .:n  thd-ir  ;njti   1   .   : 1 ■   r-„.a-.    • ra-     th<,  teita  lor: Vung Tau. 

:,.    irainni»/: 

1.     (U)    Traininc corjt.nmes  u   ;<   .;  nourl.i ri  ••!   '.•auonny .lev«.!.     Mandatory 
.■al.'jtots,   is aarccted  ; .v  'li   >ad ;'' a/,   v,^  hoiTiall1    .idu.auUti.!  in the  evening 
hours  after flignt raissjono   .ru      iv.di.'..:.     .'lu:   'i:.,'f; niaxir.om attendance. 
Flight training cemposec  prin-r^i'   ; t'   i>/L.*.':r   -a'', j; fica lei:,  both basJc   m- 
c.-aintry orientation ana aovana.,!    -r   .<:.-;■■..:   I i. • ta -A''   ia.-a-.i aider ci-.cck-out)  are 
■: ■ aou-.'tcd  0 ncurrentlv wita   ;pa-,'''i ■.    1  i,.'.^.   a .a 

2«     (U)    Transition  bfiaia-;   1 -i   '..'a 'it   r;.  :;.ati'la. r;  with   two  aviators 
assigned  t-'   each axr afjnauU,  •■.•!'.■ :..•:. ■ ■ a     vi.titaj  ■■.v^. rurreatlr in resid- 
ence  and  will graduate in inid-Au^ua1 . Th^: co.iarrajd     a   .•.■!'   aviators   tc each 
conpanv  lessens tne initiii   I'.I-!."     .. a.!, il ':<      >: ofia   d;;  tdo w.alth in add- 
itional   av.ators.     Once these ■ v: i'. ra ' . ' , [• ' <   ' ::•• rt-jain. '  trar   it ion  time 
thtr;  are uupioyed   in thi, same  r-da.a   a: ■•:; 0  :;   ■  '■ ;a-%Mi,    v;' :'a'  in the unit 
with  the exception of ^uirjhip pt,;-^   ja -.a;. 

da 

IDENTiALl 



/ 

«SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967 
(RCS CS For 67} (Cont'd) 

SECTION 1.1 PHRT I 

A, Obgerv^.tion (Lessons Learned) 

*, 1„ (U) Itm:    Conibat Readiness -•-. 

a. Diacusaion:    The combat environment places great demands upon a 
unit from a personnel standpoint and is an ever continuing job of qualifi- 
dation and training. 

b. Observation:    A unit's effectiveness can be greatly increased 
by insuring a manning level at or near full TO&E strength.    Units are currently 
authorized to 90^ of TO&E strength for officers and 100^ for EM. 

2,    (u)    Item;    Survival Kit, Individual, Light weight. 

a. Discussion:    0-1  aviators have been issued the survival kit, 
individual,  light weight.    Contents of the kit are considered to be excellent, 
in variety and ouanity.    Two methods of carrying the kit have been tried. 
One is wearing the kit  attached to the web belt and secured around the thigh. 
This an'*angt"iment h^.o  caused some discomfort among till aviators.    The kit is 
not long enough to prevent the thigh strap from fitting un:::'"ortablv under 
the crotch,    A st.cona method of wearing the kit is the chor^ rrory.    This 
method is not recommended when worn over the flak vest as r.'jj kit restricts 
the movement   uf '-ne arm. 

b. Observation:    Recommend those personnel wno have problems as 
discussed above use t ho following method:     Prepare the kit for wear in the 
chest manner.     Drape the kit around the back of the pilot's seat;  placing the 
kit to the rear of t hit..  se<.t with the  shoulder strap between the seat and the 
parachute.    The kit   is  se::ure in this location and is readily available when 
exiting the  aircraft, 

3„     (C)    Item.    Concurrent employment  of armed helicopters and high per- 
formance aircrift. 

a. Discussion:    Once the pattern and the limits of an air strike 
have been established,  armed helicopters can work very close to an airstrike 
aspecially along avenues of c-f.capo away from the area^    During one operation, 
a large size VC unit was spotted bv a FAC»    The armed platoon on station 
immediately engaged the target and maintained contact until the enemy entered 
a heavily vegatated area along a canal  and broke contact.    As contact was 
broken,  the FAC brought in a flight of AIE's which proceeded to strike the 
last  known encm'- loc.tion while the1 armed platoon orbited the area.    After 
the first pass the wierny broke rover and spread out awav from the strike 
area.    At this  time  the FAC called off the airstrike which enabled the gunships 
to re-enter the area and resume contact with the VC.     Again the VC entered the 
covered area and again the airstrike was initiated.    This process of alternat- 
ing airstrikes with gunships resulted in manv confirmed VC KLi. 

b. Observation:    Armed helicopters and airstrikes bv high performance 
aircraft can and should be used concurrently to contain and destroy the enemy. 

(11) 
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(HC3J?sTFor
06?)a(Jort'd)ePOrt ^ LeSSOnS Le'arnedj  Peri0d Ending 31  July 196?        ' 

A.     (U) Item:    Unit Deployment to RVN. 

not  nave the facilities to .™~  w +    ^ '    SPon3or ^its normally do , t/ 
^tc  ar.d are forced to requLt  0^    '    ^  inC':ming Unit^  ie:    tent3'  cots' ^ 
W^TOC (wUh authority by'theuter o^^f? niator3?la ^o house    the new units. 
P-* troops but not ZcZ^Zr^f^^T^ ^ ^^  (t0 aCCOm- 
'•^c,  normally arrive after  the wits fan3lt) 'i(^P'™nt,  which includes tent- 

SECT10N II  PiliT  II 

Rocoirr.enu that WABTÖC and tents he shipped to arrive at an incoming 
unit's deatination two weeks prior to uriit arriv?l. 

ICiBHiT L.  McDANIEL ' 
LTC,  Infantry 
.^omimnding 

/x 
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AVBA-C (22 Aug 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lesson Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-67) U1C WAX1AA 

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 10 September 1967 

THRU:  Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH, 
APO 96375 

Commander In Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOH-MH, 
APO 96558 

TO:   Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army (ACSFOR DA), Washington, D.C.  20310 

1. (Ll)  This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 13th 
Combat Aviation Battalion for period ending 31 July 1967 and concurs with 
the contents. 

2. (C)  The following additional comments are considered pertinent: 

a. Reference Section I, para G2, page 10:  No place in RVN does 
the area support coiranand make unit deliveries for class I supplies.  It is 
the unit's responsibility to effect picl< up for all rations from their re- 
spective ration breakdown points.  This procedure was agreed upon by Head-- 
quarters, 13th CAB prior to the establishment of the new ration breakdown 
point.  On 14 August 1967 this headquarters was advised that the 13th CAB 
was experiencing difficulty In obtaining sufficient aircraft to move rations. 
This difficulty was referred to Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, 
Headquarters, 1st Logistical Command and Saigon Support Command for assis- 
tance.  Queries by higher headquarters through the class I supply officer at Can 
Tho revealed no such difficulties existed.  Rations have been truck convoyed 
to Soc Trang and Vinh Long. This procedure should continue to be followed in 
the future as the MSR is open.  S-4 13th CAB will maintain appropriate records 
in order to accurately record all instances of cancelled or late USAF mis- 
sion support with particular reference to food spoilage. 

b. Reference Section II, Pait I, para 2b, page 11:  Nonconcur. 
To insure that the survival kit is always available in survival, escape 
or evasion situations it must be secured to the body at all times.  The 
carry holster has sufficient adjustments to fit the 5-95 percentile man 
as shown in the accompanying instruction booklet.  For those individuals • 
outside the 5-95 percentile, it is recijimnended that the kit be removed 
from the holster and carried in the pocket of the armored chest protector 
carrier. 

c. Reference Section 11, Part 1, para 3, page 11:  Concur.  The 
combined use of tactical air and armed helicopters should be used when- 
ever the tactical situation will permit.  This type of combined serial 

/S 
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AVBA-G 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report-Lessons Learned,   Period Ending 31 July 1967 

(RCS  CSFOR 67)     U1C WAX1AA (CONT'D) 

fire power should not be attempted without control of a forward air con- 
troller. Common communications between mutually supporting elements and 
ehe   supported ground  commander  is  essential. 

JU> 

d.  Reference Section II, Part 11, page 12:  Tentage for de- 
ploying units should be Included as TAT (red) and should accompany the 
advance party.  Arrival of the advance party should be ten days to two weeks 
prior co the arrival of the main body. This time spread will permit the 
accomplishment of required liaison and coordination with sponsor unit. 
Military Airlift Command, port authority and surface transportation officers. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Incl 
nc 

s/Lewls T. Turner 
t/LEWIS T. TURNER 

Captain, AGC 
Asst Adjutant General 

/ / 
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&WriC-ß3T (22 Au« 67} al lAi 
SUÄJIBCr:    Opär&tionai B/cpt^rfc i^saoiio LaAiuod. for th« Period Eilding 

31 Jo!/ 1%7    (EC3 CSP(B-65)    (U) 

HS^iXAUimiBSj UMiTKD OTATSS AHMlf  Viifil'MAM, AH) S&n Francisco    96375 

TO:    CosmxxUr in Chief, Unite.J SiaLas Ar^y, BE-cific, ATTN:    GPOP-OT, 
üPO   9*358 

K    (U)    'ITjia h»4dqvttir1ort tea re»iawed thw Op«r«itional Rsport- 
Laiaaone Laarts«! for th« psr.1oil «aiding 31 Jwl/  196?  from Headquarters, 
13ih Cosb&t ArUtion (EKalta) BütlaLlon (  Ali A  ) as indorsed. 

2.     (G)    P«rilu*at  oo^jiMaits folj.aus 

a, fiefdrance ittu» coiicendiig doii'sary of ouppiiesj   paragraph G2, 
pagt»  iü aui paxagraph 2>   Ist  Indoraeaent;    Concur in the proposed solution 
cont&insd in paiagraph 2,   ttrt  Iftdorseamt.    The syatom, as it is presently 
being «sdld.nlat«Md, is In accordance with Standard procedures.    No addition- 
al aircraft are avaiiablö to eupport th« supply effort at this tiaa. 

b, Eeferenco itea concaming the etunrival kit;  paragraph 2b, page 
1i  and  paragrtph '&>>   Ist  Inaoräieiüftßt:    Coaaur with paragraph 2b,  Ist In- 
dci-Töuiuaait la its «ntiristy.    At tue tlisas of aa eaerg«ncy «xLt from an air- 
craft, th» or«wsesiÄ>ar can be asaured of liaring only those items contained 
witkia his pockftt» or »«cur^lj fastaaed to his parson. 

c, E»f«reuc* itoa concerning amployssnt of armsd helicopters and 
high p«r.foraance aircraft,;   para.gri»fih 3,  p*iga 11  and  paragraph 2c,  let In- 
dorssaBnts     Concur Mith th* itwiginative öüiployKant of thie highly effect- 
ive ta&M,    This utthod uf eaqployiaant will not allow the enen^ to escape. 
When t«an*d with aggrasaive ginjund forcea it represönts aaximum combat 
officinacy, 

d..    aeferonce itam .ionoeming WABTOC;  page  12 airi  paragraph 2d, 
Ist Indorsesaant:    Concur.,    CONARC L01 for deployment to USARPAC pre- 
scribae .VABTOC Itsnia which ail unlta ar« to bidng to RVN unless othor- 
viisii dirfflctsd,    Tentage ia incduded,    It«»na are intended to arrive prior 
to or coacurrantly Mith  tlio  main body.    However,  since shipping delays 
are  pooidbl« LOI »tatea  advene« partliau will deploy with tentage. 
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ÄVHOC-ÖST (22 Aug 6?) 
SUBJECT:    Op«rational Report-Leaaons Learued for the Period Biding 

31  Jvüy 1967    (RC3 CSPOR-65)    (U) 

3.    (U)    Unit will be notified of action and comments by routine 
ifijcbrseaasnt which retunuj this report. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
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GPOP-DT  (22 Au« 67) 3d  Ind  (U) 
SUBJECT;     Operational  Report  for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 

from HQ,   IBth Combat Aviation Battalion (UIC: WAX1AA)   (RCS 
CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,,  PACIFIC,,   APO  San Francisco    96558       15   N0V19^ 

TO:     Asöistant  Chief  of  Staff  for Force  Development,   Department of  the 
Army,  Washington,   D.   C.     20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject   report  and  forwarding 
iadorseraentn  and  concurs   In  the  report  as   indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER  IN CHIEF 
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