UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER
AD386520
CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO. UNCLASSI FI ED
FROM: CONFI DENTI AL
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:
Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimted. Docunent partially illegible.
FROM:

Distribution authorized to U S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;

Adm ni strative/ Operational Use; 22 AUG 1967.

O her requests shall be referred to Ofice of

t he Adjutant General (Arny), Washington, DC
20310. Docunent partially illegible.

AUTHORITY

AGO Itr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO Itr 29 Apr 1980

THISPAGE ISUNCLASSIFIED




THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMFOSED UPON
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE}
DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED,

O

¥
s S il

S e N Y

ISV R T Y

U3y




SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited- status of this repoit applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

i{g CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.

FA e e O VU L O AP - 2 ~—Fu- e




THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST
QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY
FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED
A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF
PAGES WHICH DO NOT
REPRODUCE LEGIBLY.



S
— y
1

P i : ﬁ b » J

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
~ ~——WASHINGTON D.C. 20310

& A

iy AN ! 7 4
IN RKPLY REFER TO S ) -
AGAM-P (M) (27 Nov 67) FOR_OT-RD-670664' 8 December 1967
E % %4
~ E' SUBJECT: Operational Reports ZLessons Learned, Headquarters, 13th
i |\q

Combat Aviation (Delta) Battalion(.P‘é'riod Ending 31 July 1967

gt

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

! % N G e - . . , /s - ’
m 1. Subject report is forwerded tor review and evaluation by )
USACDC in accordance with peragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in Vo

accordance with paragraph 6c end 4, AR 1-19., Evaluations and cor-
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-

celpt of covering letter,

2. Information contained in this report 1is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material,. 6 .

&) 8 B
- BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 4RMY: e
& oy
D S~ ‘ N
e , a § M
e i J/Lw/ C/W-— Ar
Ll ) & £ -
4 = KENNETH G. WICKHAM '
. Ld—1 Incl Major General, USA
- ™ 8 The Adjutant General
© . (. IDISTRIBUTTON:
N in Commanding Gencrals
US Continental Arwy Command
US Army Combu. Developments Commeand
Conmandants
US Army Command and General statf College

US Army War College

US Army Air D-icase Zchool

US Army ¢ whor Schoct i

US Army Ariillery and Missile school AN 12l

US Army Aviacion School o

US Army Chemical School ,{/‘ E

i US Army Civil Attalrs School - \é J E
| US Army Englacer School ; b
US Army Infantry School =k
US Army Intellipence School “EGRP.DW e peniren o L
l TR s T &
i | PRL B By e CLASST 2D 1GCLOSLRY S i
: .
For oTRp -~ !
©70 0 64- P




CONFIDENTIAL

DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Medical Field Service School
US Army Military Police School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Quartermaster School
US Army Security Agency School
US Army Signal School
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Transportation School

Coples Furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers
The Surgeon General
The Provost Marshal General
Dr. Martin J. Bailey 0SD(SA)
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Office of Defense Affairs
Joint Action Control Office
CO, 13th Combat Aviation (Delta) Battalion

CONFIRENTIAL




o CONFIDENTIAL]

DEFLRTMENT OF THE ~RMY
HEADGU RTERS, 1311 COMB.T AVL.TION ( DELT.) BATTALION
»FO san Fragcisco 96219

2 AVBA~DB~3 22 hugust 1947

SUBJECT: Operatlonsl hepost o Lessons [earned, Period Ending 51 July 1967
(RC5 €S For 67)

SECLTON T 3
Significant Oigunization or Unit nctivities

Ao Qrgapgization: Inning the copurting period the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion included.

1. (U) Headgqusrtoers ud Huadquuacters Detachment with the 52nd and
24th Quartermaster Detectsiculs end the headquarters element of the Security
Platoon attached,

2, (U) ne 36500 wclioie b client (Opns), with the 62nd Quarter-
master Detachmeal and Lhe ist Scition of the Security Detachment attached.

3. (U) The 347th Meticld butaclment (Opns), with the 53rd Quarter-
master Dctachment, Section |, OJth Infantry Detachment (Ground Surveill-
ance Radar), the 41st Medic:1l Det.chaent (0.A.), the 78th Artillery Detach-
ment { Countur-Mortar nodar), thu 2ind Detachment of the Pathfinder Platoon,
and the 2nd Section, Seccurity Pl:toon attached.

L, (U) The 3L46th wrficid Detechment (Opns), with the 5th Quarter-
master Detachiment, Section 2, @9th [nfintry Detachment (Ground Surveill-
ance Radar), the 33rd Medicel Dot chuent (0.4A.), the 1st Detachment of the
Pathtfinder Platoon, and the 3rd Gceetion of the Security Platoon attached.

5. (U) .The 336th issnult Holicopter Company (UH-1) with the 167th
Transportation Dotachment (KD}, aad the 277th Signal Detachment (RL)
assigned,

6. (U) The 121st .ssault Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 80th
Transportation Detachment (KI) and the 257tn Signal Detachment {RL)
assigned.

7. (U) ‘The t14th s andt Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 54L4th
Trangsportation Detechmeat (KU)  nd the 96th Signal Detochment (RL)
assigned.

8. (U) The: I/.L)t,h n;i':.':'..ll{ éh,Ji\.‘.ul;tc":T Conlpany (UH—1) with the lsoth
Transportation Detachrent (ED) nd the 23th Signal Detachment (RL)
assigned,

9. (U) The 199th heconnid ssence nirplane Company (O=1),

10, (U) The 2218t lkeondissence idrplane Company (O-1) with the
325th Signal Detachment (RL) assigned.
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SUBJECT: Uperational Report on lesasons Leatned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS €8 Far 4§7) (Cont'd)

11, (U) The 2LLth drplane Company (OV~1) with the 502nd Transportation
Patsahment (KD) and the 537th Signal Detachment (RL & RX) assigned.

- {Bae Organization Chart attachad)
B. c Chanres:

. Jury
1. (U) On 10 wepemst 1967, the Commanding General, MG George P. Seniff,
1st Aviation Brigade, wonducted a change of ocommand ceremony instelling LTC
Robert L. MoDanlel as Commanding Officer of the 13th Combat aviation Battal-
iom,

2. (C) The outguing Gomonding Officer, LTC William H. Harper, moved
to-Soc Treng to bugin organizing the Phantom Combat hviation Battalion (Prowl).
The Soc Trang Battalion will becume operationﬁ} in August 1967, Command will
be throush the 13th Qombst .vistion liattalion.

3, (G) The 1/mth weornalssance Compeny (O~1) closed at Vinh Long on 22
dJuly 1967, Inprmcuesing wid umit traiming were completed in seven days. The
unit mission will be Lo provide dircet visual-reconnaissance support to the
KRN 7th and 9th Divisions, under - peratiunal control of L of S G-2 Advisor,
I¥%h Corps.

Lo {C) The 24tth sirplanc Couwpany (OV-1) closed at Can Tho Installatior
on 29 July 1967. In.rocessing and unit training are presently being conducted.
This unit, under the Cpevstional conbtrol »f the Corps G-2 J/dvisor will provide
imnediate visusl and clectronic surveillance within the IVth Corps Tactical
Zone.

5. (U) On 1 July 1947, at a cerenony held at Can Tho iirfleld, the
Commending Gerneral, 1st aviation Brizzde; designated Can Tho Army Installation
a8 the Jack T. Dempsey Insiallation. A bronme plaque, engraved with a likeness
of Col Dempsey, his dates sf service and year sf birth was unveiled as a last-
ing memordial, The placue v o purch:sad by funds donated by members of the 13th
Combat Aviztion Battald _ n. (Sec Ofl1 bd 15 May 1967 f£or discussion of Col.
Dempsey's death)

6. (U) The new meic 1 cispens.ry £51r the Dempsey Installation was
opened 5 June 19£7. The building  fiers o ten bed ward,. a dental clinic,
examining rowms, An operation r.oua and complete laboratory facilities. -The
Battelion Flight Surgeen ar. the 774th Medical Detachment operate the new
facility for aver 1,000 .mericsans boased or working at the Deampsey Installat-
ion,

54

C. Operational and .dninisteotive sviation Support:

(U) The 13th Combot .viation Linttelion assigned and attached units con-
tinuud to provide direcl supouit Lo the ARVN IVth Corps, the IVth Corps M.CV
hdvisory Force, Special rforces and CGIDS., These missions included command
liaison, outpost resuppiy, nedical evecuation, radio relay, aerial escort and
visual surveillance. Statisties gencrated in support of .all assigned missions
are as follows: 1.
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SUBJECTs Operational Répoft on Lessons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CS For 67) (Cont'd)

MaY JUNE JULY TOTAL
HOURS FLOWN 7,996 Dy 157 9,074 27,227
SORTIuS 21,492 23,441 23,104 68,037
P/X MOVED 61,124 51,807 61,319 214,250
C/RGO TONS MOVED 622 W2 1,547 2,591

D, Tactical Aviation sSupport:

(U) Tactical army aviation sppport was given to ARVN IVth Corpe, its
sBubordinate units and Special Forces. Specific support dwring this period
included aird "n’ ol assualts, serial direct fire support, reconnaissance and
surveillance of the battle areca, lsaflet dissemination, armed aerial escort,
asromedical evacuation, canal curfew enforcement (Firefly) ond aerial ajm—
Yieati n of riot control agents, Statistics generated in support of these
migsions are listed below:

MAY JUNE JULY JOTAL
HELIBORNE #S54ULY FISLION L9 L L1 134
HOURS FLOWN 4,912.2 4,331,2 5,476.7 14,770.1
SORTIES 18,5372 12,383 16,070 41,825
TROOPS MOVED L, 726 42,321 49,514 136,561
FIREFLY MSNS. 51. 58 65 177
VC~KBAA 294 .. 500 364 1158
VC SAMPIN DuSTROYLD 288 4,08 553 1254
VC STRUCTURES DiSTRUYED 159 231 328 718

E. Significant Uperctions Condueted During This Periosd:

1. (C) Cuu Long 65/12/67, 10 ~ 11 June 1967.

On 10070C June 1967 the 13th Combat Aviation Bsttalion staged at
Vinh Loag in support »f the /ARVN 7th Division. Aviation support consisted
of 14 transports, two armed platoons and two command and control helicopters,
Task organization of the ground forces was:

(a) Headcuarters, 12th degt.

(b) 2/12th Battalion

(e) 32nd llanger Bottalion

(d) 7th, 11th and 12th Rveconnaissance Companies.

(e) Eight tubes of 105ma and two tubes of 155mm artillery were in
direct support.

The operation was eonducted in the southern half of the VC Thien Ho Base area
in the western portion of Dinh Turng Sector. Intelligence indicated that
elements of the 263rd Main Force Battalion were in residence. The 12th Regt.
attacked at 0700 hours with three recsn companies and one infantry battalion,
air landed. and one ranger battalion advancing by road.
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SIBJRCTY Opdrational Report on Lesagsm Learned, Period Bnding 31 July 1967
(RC8 ©8 For 67) (Cont'd)

.+ 'The tecon vompaniss were londed on wohadule a7 met scattersd light re-
sistance. The 2/12th battalion was diverted fram ivs originial LZ to assist
the recon companies. Upon landing they cam®.under intense VG fire from
distances of 200 to 500 meters. Four asmdd helicopters were dammged by VC
Pire while providing direct fire support, A heavy fire team of gunships
wap committed to the operatdan to reinforce the aviation direct support.

The 32nd Ranger Battalion, who had made mo contact, was picked up and air
landed on the east flguk of the 2/12th sdthin.30 minutes to relieve. VC
preesure. Friendly unite resained statie throughout the day while air
#trikes, artillery =l arued helicopters: placed fire on the VC forces. There
werg no extrections tids duys The VO broks oontact during the evening., Units
on the morning of the 1ith commenced thelr search without further contact.
Mudieal evatuations were completed in the early morning hours. Units were
saAracted end returnsd to home stetion: by (1600 hours. :

Ground Porees reportud 157 VO KIA, and L VG were captured. Two 50 cal.
wsshdase guns, 25 small arme, assuried ammy, mires, tools end medic:l equip-
mentfuapplies were c .ptured. Tw) medical stations, a medical supply store-
houre and a machine shup weru destyoyed. hrmed holicopters claimed 13 VC
KBAA, nine structurus and .17 sampuns destroyed.

Lrmy Aviation provided the ground commander with the mobility needed 4
qui-okly reinforce and influence the action. In the enviromment of the Delta
where ground movement is slow at best, resources other than by alr, would not
ha¥b arrived in time to prevent the VC from destroying a major port. 1 of the
2/13th. irmed helicopters, by providing asrial direct {ire support allowed
the 2/12th to organize und effectively defend until pressure was relieved by
the air landed 32nd Ranger Battalion.

2. (C) Dan Chi 289/4, 12 -~ 14 June 1967.

The 13th Combut Avliation Battalion supported the 21st /RVN Division
on a2 three day multi-area gearch and destroy operation. A4t 120630 June, Ll
alreraft staged at Soc Tra g to alrlift elements of the 21st Division into
VC controlled areas South of Cai Tac in South Phong Dinh Sector amnd South
of Phung liiep along the Northern border of Ba Xuyen Sector. The Phung Hiep
and Thuan Hoa local Force Companics , supporting elements of the infamous
Tay Do Battalion, hebitually sperate in these arsas, Ground maneuver elements
crogsed thelr lines of deprrture at 0730 hours. At 0800 hours the first
alrmobile forcus were landed. » total of 1231 troops wire elr-landed into
two Ld¥s. Light contact was made with an estimated VC platoon by elements
of a RF buttalion, The VO broke contact after & short fire fight. Although
armed helicopters over the operatiosnel area drew light fire throughout the
day, there was no further contact by the ground forces, Extractinns were
begun at 1620 hours. :ll sirmobile forces were back at their base camps by
1725 hoursa. irmed hclieopters.claimed one VC KBah, four structures and eight
sampans destroyed, :

D 1 activities commenced at 0730 hours. Ground elements cnnsistino

of three RF battalions, 2/33rd Infantry Battalion and the 1/19th Cavalry
crossed their LD's to sweep South towards the LZ's, Ground fog and haze
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SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS €S For %7) (Cont'd)

delayed the airmobile uxecution until 0900 hours. The first 1ift was then
landsd and by 1000 hours five lifts totaling 775 troops were made to intro-
duce two ranger battalions and a ranger combat group hcadquarters. hAgain
contect was light ~nd sporadic throughsut the day. Extractions were hegun
at 1445 hours and all units were returned to their base camps by 1555 hours,
famed -helicopters claimed seven VO KBAA, foun VC WBA4A, 20 gampans and 12
structures destroyed,

On D + 2 the arca of operation was shifted to the West and Southwest of
the R1 Se Road. The Ba Se Road encircles the Sensitive Zone of the Binh
Thuy - Can Tho ‘drfield complex., This area is habitually used by elements
o>f the Tay Do Battsalion and the O Mon & Chou Thanh Local Force Companies to
stage ir the shelling of the Binh Thuy sdrfield and Phong Phu Subsector

vetrong polnts. The general plan of operation was to sathrate.the area with
multiple search columns in order t> conduct a throuzh sweep and search. .
Blocking forcee were deployed by frot and the airmobile forces were emplaced
by 20 UH-!D transports staging from Vi Thanh. Initial 1lifts carried 830
troops of the 2/31st, 3/31st Infentry Battalions and were completed by OSLC
hours., Sector forces mnade light contact at 0332 hours and detained eight VC
suspects. narmed helicopters were employed in reconnaissance and reported
moderate ground fire throughout the battle area. Sector farces azain reported
contact at 1000 hours. Estimate of VG strength was approximatly 200 troops.
The 31st Renmt. Hdgs. was then osrdered to advence its units to contact., &t
1330 hours, contact was made with the VC force. iumed helicopters supporting
the 31st Regt. bepen receiving 50 cal fire and observed numereous troops in
foxholes wearing steel helments. Resistance of the VC was heavy and T4C air
together with continuous helicopter aerial direct fire support was emplaced
300 meters to the front of the 3/31st Infantry Battalisn, Documents cap-
tured at this time incicated the cngerement was with elements of the Tay

Do Battalion, Additional armed and transport helicopters were requested

and received from IVth Corps. Reinforcements eonsisting of the 41st and Lbth
Raneer Battalions were then liftcd into LZ's to the rear of the 3/31st Inf-
antry Battalion. By pushing up on both sides 5f the canal line objective,
the VC wers routed from their defensive positions into the open rice paddies
where armed heclicopters could enzeze them., By 130C hours all effective VC
resistance had termincsted. The 31st Regt was extracted and the ranger group
remained in the erea over night. Throuchout the day, 160C troops were air-
lifted into the operational erea and 810 troops were extracted, Thrse armed
platoons provided aerial escort, amed reconnaissance and aerial direct fire
gupport for the manuever c¢lements claiming 128 VC KBAA, ten VC WBAA, nine
structures and ten sampans destryyed. Intimate coordination and effective
communications between the tronp commender advisors and the aviatiosn elements
provided a combination of combat forces azainst which the VC eould not stand,

Reported results of this three day operation were 220 VC KIA and 17 VC
captured. Ecquipment consistine >f -ne 57mm RR rifle, =ne 7.92mm MG, 39 small

arms, assorted ammo, mines and srenades end one kil> >f documents were cap-
tured., : '

(5)
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SURJEGTY Qperational Re, .rt on Lossons Learned, Pex*lod b,nding 3t JUI-V 1967
(RS C8 Far 57) (Cont'd)

3. (C) Guu Long Lh/o7: Zoopou July - 41900 August 1967.

This 7th AGVN Divioron seerch, clear nd Jdestroy operatlon ¢ mmenced
oa 26 dudy 1947. The vperstion was conducted in ten dally conmerutive:phases
to close with and destroy VO main force and district local forcd unite
operating North of Nationzl Highwey Four in Dinh Tuong Sector. The area cf
operations encompassed six seperate scctions in Diah 'I‘uong sectar from Ben Tranh
to Giao Duc subsect» rs; &n arca bebaeen National Highway Jour and the Ba Beo-
Tang Doc Loc canal, i Jarge percuntase of the sren is W controlled containing
two major base aceas, Ap Bic and Thien Ho. Enemy unitd operating in the area
ars the 203MF Ly, 201[»11 bn, Si4th Frovineial Mobile 4n, several sopuate com-
paides, thros aisirict o an anies and loeal guerillas.

On the 28th of July 1947, ihe U.3. 9th Divisfon begap staging unite into
Dong Tam, the Znd Brigede Eese Camp un the My Tho river, ¢ conduct a search
and destroy oporition Gouth of Righw.y Four from Dong Tanm to Cai Be. This
uperatios was in conjuncti n with but, sejerate from, the ARVI opsretion to

thie North, { see Upor:tion Gorpads 11, Ulb. 9th Infantry DivAsion, after
actlon deport:. )

a. FPuase I 25 o..,. otooang Iron Hnh Duc, the 13th ombat aviation

Batiadion, witn 47 olrcroit, sa;:w oo this Tth Division two TaSK ¥Worce operati.orn
Taek Force i0th Hugt. ang Task ro:ue binh Tuong (RF) was airlifted into the oper-

ational area Nosth of Tan Hiep cownciading at 0745 hours., By 1034 howses, 1200
truops had been pluced in the operationel sree by 25 armed transporte. At 1016
hours, TF Inh Trng ene wited & smoll VO farce vie XS4L11668 and reperted 5 VC
Klae A W25 houss, Tth fecon © apany ¢aplured sne VC at XS370532. No fuwrther
contact by the ground clements was :xporienced Lhis day. Armed helicopters
provided @acort, crmsd cerizd roc g issance and dircet aerial fire supportifor
thoe ground eloments, The, Jlaieed oar VO KBaA, 11 structures and 8 sampens
destroyed. There were n~ - airoctl s this day. Ground clements returned to
home stations by grounc ... .crent.

b, hase LD - <f 0u yi uteg ing fraw Binh Due and Tan Hiep edrfields
with 38 adrcralt, anrts of TF, 1ith Regi. were 1ifted into the phase IT opera-
ticnal area. This ~rui won Weot of phese 1 bounded on the North by the Kinh
Tong Doe Loc o oaiel, on bhe wieat Ly vbe Raeh Ba Rai-Kinh Xang canal, on the
South by Hichw., Four an. tr e oot b, the Kinh Son-My-Tho canal., Alirmobile
forces were lended in the Loawh, Sty bast and wmast of the area to move into
the operatioar arce pusnin: suupeced VO [ress to the Southwest ageinst the
2/6th and 3/6Lh amored calvacy tro 8 noving Northsast. The 3/11th Infantry
Bn. mede contact at 0815 with 2 VG sonate, Iight intermittant contact was
experianced the remnzincor of vhe dey. wrmed transports made nine lifts
positioning 920 tr.ops in the sperotionadl area, irmed helicopters claimed
3 VC KBAA anit 5 sew :ms coner yed,

¢. FPhase [1Y « 4 July: Steging from Binh Duc, the 13th Combat, Aviaticn.

Battalion continued suppiting the 7th ARVN IMvision this day with 3% aircraft.
TF, 10th Regt. was drliftet 1nts the Sbjective wrea commencing at 0700 hours.,
The center of mess f the nreo wai ten kKilometers West of the Dinh Cal Chuol -
Rach Ba Ral canal river linc, igain Inf Bns. were implaced by ammed transports

(6)
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SUBJECT: Operational Report c: “essons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CS For 67) (Cont'd)

along the West, North and lic: Lieast periphery to move South against the 2/6
Armed Calvary Troop advancing to the North. CIDG forces were employed in the
North East portion of the area Lo search along the Rach Bang Dav stream line.
st 0938 hrs, the CIUG from by thuoc Tav discovered a rice cache. At 1157 hrs
they made contoct with an e¢stimated VC platoon. Light contact was experienced

into the operational area between 0700 and 1238 nrs. Transports extracted
220 troops this div. Armed helicopters, in supporting tre transports, and
providing reconnaissance and acirial direct fare support, claimed 29 VC KBAA
and three sanpans desirovead,

Phase IV, 2y July: au 0515 hrs, Delta battalion strged fram Vinh Long
with 38 aircraft to «@ni:nue conb.tt swport of the 7th AKVN Division Forces.
The operational area l.is Uourth dar was moved Vest € kilometers; Lounded on
the ilest by the Hinh 3o bao-Uong Tra Lot ruver cinal line. A total of 140
troops were implaced Lo ared transyeris; again arounc te Northern periphoris
from NW to NE to push south apainst . locking positicns. Dinh Tuong Forces
made contact at 1510 uith o plaverr size VO unit. 11, 121h Regt experianced
no contact this day.\ The L1st kanger - had 1iet contsct during the after-
noon,. A total of 149U troops wiie lifted this day. 810 were extracted at
the close of the dav. Arscd lelicovters claimed two structures cestroyed.

Fhase V, 30 dulv: ‘ihe Sth dav sew Delta bkattaiicn centinuing suprort
with 42 aircraft stogiag fros Vinh Cceng at 0645 hrs, 11 1ifts were made to
airland 1190 trrops from Tl 1HLhL regt wnd the 41st Ranger battalion. The
operationil area cenber of mass wis 3 kilometers West of the phase IV area
bounded on the west v trc Minn Tong Doc loc etnal ~ad on the Southwest b
tre Kinh Hoi Muot Tam ¢ nal. Again airmobile ¢lements were introduced into
the northern periphery to rmove st wgainst olocking forces. Ground forces
experience light contecl ouringe the dav. At 1336 hours the 41st Rangar Bn
was airlanded :n th: scul'. « st portion of the srea to move north west they
encountered little resistince.  Armed helicopters claimed 3 VC XKBAA, 13
structures and threc survng desrroved,  Three oxtractions were flown removing '

360 troops from t:e opcrit,ntl wrea at midafternoen,

Phise VI, 31 July: ‘Tairt. aireraft st ged from Vinh Long to pick dp
troops of the 10th KRepht. from rfield los: 1ons mnd inscert then into an area
8 kilometers south west of t. . phasc V arez., This srcn was bounded on the
West by the Kinh Lun Thone Daoe e1mal, tne sout™ west bv the Kinh Sc Mot and
Kinh Co Co canals to Hirhva Four and on the Nortl -nd East br the Kinh Hai
Muot Tam canal. 1410 ti1ocps wore inserted into t e center and alon- the
west voundry to move south painst Uloecking positions, (One extraction of
290 troops was made in the ite ofherncon. Tntermittant contact was exper-
ienced br the rround forccs.,  An anVM 9Lh Livision oreration surported with
20 aircraft was mounted viony tie Jdestern Louncry of this dav's operational
area., A total of 580 troops were helilifted into five LZ's. Armed helicorters
clamed 12 VC EBbAA, 1 VO WbA4, 4 atructures and 14 sampans destroyed while
supporting the Yth Division Treops. ALl treoops of this suprorting operation
were extracted before dork,

Phase VII, 1 August: Thisg seventh dav operation was staged from Moc
Hoa. Contrcl possed from 7t anVN Division to kien Tuong sector  CIDG units
were employed to search an arca north of the Kinh Tong Duc Loc canmal bounded
on the west bv the kinh Lu: c2nal, on Lhe north Ly the Finh Nam Ngan canal
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and on the east by the Kinh Ca Nhip canal., Blocking positions were set up along

tha domthern boundry and on the main routes of withdrawal on the Fast and West
tomidades. Five LZ's were utilized along the Northern boundry and two LZ's along

the Fast. to ingsert 650 CIDG troops into the operational area, Although a througsh /0
searzch of the area was made, only light contact was experienced. A total of 1240
troops were ‘extracted at day's end to return to evening base defense areas. Arme!
helicopters claimed 7 VC KBAA and two structures destroyed during their support c.
the manusver elements.,

Phase VI1I, 2 August: Support continued this day with 32 aircraft staging
- Vinh Long at 0730 hours, This day's area was located 13 kilometers west c’
(1 lay. TF, 10th Regt. was airlandod inka 3 1Z%s Y0 scarch assigned areas alon,
ra)or waterwave, A total of 310 troops were airlanded. Blocking forces were
poaitioned by ground movement. Only light contagt was experienced during the
i, . Bight extractions were flown repositioning troops from 0915 to 1506 hours,
armea helicoplers claimed 21 VO KBAA in support of the manuever elements and arm~
t.1 transports,

'nase 1x, 3 August: The minth cay's operation cuntinued with 36 aircraft
sioweing frow Vinh Long at 0700 hours. ihie operational area was expanded from 2
w23t to include a1l the area bounde: by tiie Kinh Tong Doc canal on the North,
the Kinh Cai Chuoi-~Rach DA Rai to Cai lar on the Bast and the Kinh So Bay-Roc
Tis 3ot on the West., Units tlut rema ndcu overnight continued to search in
assigned sectors while TF, 11th hegi. was airlanded in the Northern section of
the operational area to search South wlouy major water routes. 1 total of 1060
troopd ware airlifted into the areq. ‘!lenvy contact was experienced by TF, 11th

~ b, vlements and three récon compinles were airlifted into the area between

fint and 1200 hours. Two armed helicopters were hit by enemy ground fire. They
;1 vimed 12 VO KBAA while supporting thc manucver clements, There were no extract-
Ly tids aay,

thase X, 4 Auvgust: On this tenbh and vinal aav the 13th Battalion staged ]
from Vinh Long with 33 aircraft. The ubjective area remiined West and Northwest !
if vl Lav,  TF, 11th Regt.. tentinued its search in the sector. TF, 10th Regt. 3
w4, 1rlanaed in the Northwest to sweaer South towards Highwar Four, Light con-~
tact was experienced throughout the day. Ixtcractions were begun at 1330 hours.
8o troops were rethrhed to hame st-tions prior to darkness, I

REPORTED RESULTS:

234 VC KIA
88 viC
138 Suspects

1 ~ 7bma recoilless rifle, 1 - BLO rocket launcher, 1t - BAR, 3 - AKLA7, 3 - K50,
1 - SMG, 20 assorted small arms, 1 - switchboard, 8 - telephones, 1 - radio,

~'34,650 rds AKAT ammo, 24 - 8imm Mortur rds, 51 - 10 kilo mines, 40 sampans,
T wichine shop, 1 dispensary and a large auamtity of grsnades,

(8)
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SUBJECT: Orerational Report on Lessons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CS For 67) (Cont'd)

AVIATION AOPIVITT O

Hours {2 own 2,105,

Troops 1iften )),JbO

VG KBAA 89

Sumpans destroy-1 32
‘rucltures

-

asstroy: 213

Advisor's Analysiy: ".lthough the early phases of this operation did not
produce spuctacular results, the creration is considered as highly successful
from the standpoint of casualties irflicted on the enemv and disruption to the
VC oumpaipn te cut Wighws Four, The most gignificant contact by the 7th Infant-
ry Division cceurrws on 3 Zugust. «lthougn tactical air, artillery and gunshive
werc heavily emplov.t in support of the Lroops in contact, the enemy position
wag not assaulted, The enemy g scverly mauled but managed to oxfiltrate du-iuz
the night."

F. (C) Tactice:

The nwnbers srd intensaty ot Vo imtinted incidents during the report-
ing period devizted sharply from the trend of the last two vears; especially
during the montn of Mav, In lac 1965, there were 88 VC incidents while in
May 1966 there were Y70 incisonts,  Dwriae May 1967 vhere were 559 incidents,
the myjority of wiich woes noreostants, The weakening VC pesitinon in the
IVth Corps was pertoacularl- cvudent on He Chi Minh's birthday, 19 Mav, when the
increased Allied alert ste=uvus and apgressive operations in key areas forced the
enemv to postyone o oo ! aane atincka, The delayed VO -celebraticn: of this
event, which tonk plaice on tne night of 21 Mav, included a number of shellings
of sector anc suigect.rs , towins e one avjor airfield but, did not achieve the
intensit> of vears past,

Trere were 619 Vo imitaatetsdmicent s during the ronth of dmeand 500
incident s ¢uring July. The t pe and antens:its of VC actavity changed signifi-
cantly during thege two months,  Attacks and shellings decreised while sabo-
tage activity against Li's (r--dblocks), arbushes against USN PBR's and ground
to air fire increased w:rkeile,

A total of Vi? spot ceve s wre recsived from Lelta Bactalion airernft
during this cuirter. . Mao toero were 161 enemy sightings resulting in 89
reactions by IV Corny uoct <0 dn Jun Lheic were 243 enemy sightings with
110 reactions anc 30% in July with 100 roctions, With the end of this report-

ing period the spot reportinge seater ‘as Leen in effect for 13 months with more
than 3,000 reports subuitiod,

(9)
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SUBJECT: Oparstional Report on Lessons Learned, Period Ending 37 July 1967
(RCS CS For 675 (Conttd)

SEGTION II PakT I

A, Obgervation (Lessons Learned)

1. (U} Item: Combat Readiness

a. Discussion: The combat environment places great demands upon 2

unit from 4 personnel standpoint and is an ever continuing job of qualifi-
tation and training,

b. Observation: & unit's effectiveness can be greatly increadsed
by insuring a manning level at or near full TO&E strength. Units are currently
authorized to 90% of TO&E strength for officers and 100% for M.

2, (U) TItem: Survival Kit, Individual, Light weight.

a, Discussion: 0-1 aviators have been issued the survival kit,
individual, light weight. Contents of the kit are considered to be excellent
in variety and auanifiy. Two methods of carrying the kit have been tried.

One 1s wearing the kit attached to the web belt and secured ~round the thigh.
This arfengenent hzs caused some oiscomfort among t-ll aviaters, The kit is
not long enough to prevent the thigh strap from fitting unzczvortablv under
the croteh, & secona method of wearing the kit is the cheso onrrv.  This
nethod i3 nel recomended when worn over the flak vest as v .2 kit restricts
the movement of rne arm.

b, ObScrvaticn: Recommend those personnel wno hrve problems as
discuysed above use the fellowing method: Prepare the kit for wear in the
chest manner. Drape the kit around the back of the pilot!s seat; placing the
kit to the rear of the se:t with the shoulder strap betwsen the seat and the
parachute. The kit i3 serure in this location and is readilr available when
exiting the aireraft,

g (&) I
formance a.rer:f

er.  Conenrrent anployment of armed helicopters and high per~
t.

a. Discussion: Once the pattern and the limits of an airstrike
have been estiblished, ~rmed helicopters can work very close to an airstrike
28pecially along avenues of ¢scape away from the areas During one operaticn,
a large size VC unat was spotted bv a FAC, The armed platoon on station
immedintelyr engaged the tarpget and maintained contact until the enemv entered
a heivily vegatated aren along a canal and btroke contact., As contact was
brokrn, the FAC brought in a {7ignt of AIE's which proceeded tc strike the
last known encme loc.ticn while the armed platoon orbited the area. After
the first pass the enemy br.oke cover and spread out awav from the strike
area. at this time the FAL ¢21led of £ the airstrike which enabled the gunships
to re-cnter the area and resune contact with the VC.  Again the VG entered the
covercd arca and again the airstrike was initinted. This process of alternat-
ing airstrikes with punships resulted in manv confirmed VC KIa,

B. Observation: Armed helicopters and airstrikes bv high performance
aircraft can and should be used concurrently to contain and destrov the enemy.

(11)



SUBJHECT : Operational Report on Lessons Learned, Perigd Ending 31 July 1967
{KCS CS For 67) (Cont 14)

4. (U) Ttenm: Unit Uep:loyment to RVN,

a4, Diacuesion: Incoming
Y1etnam withoyt adequate hill
ot have tre facilitics to ac
¢te. and are ferced to requis
WaBTOC (with authorit,

units have arrived at cdestination in

eting facilities, Sponscr units normally do )L/
comnodite the incoming units, ie: tents, cots,

tion necessary materials to house the new units,

Y by theater operations cormander) and REDTAT (to accom-

accessible during transit) equipment , which includes tent-
8 after the wnits arc ip coun'ry,

iy troops but not
Wes nermally arrive

b, Obaervation: WaHTOD a0

} Litlt's deatinilion a minimum of {w
“hould be shipped to ap

Thiz will provige

rar 1

ould be shippud in advance to arrive at a
O Weeks prior to trcop arraval.,  REDTAT
rive not later than a weal Frier te trosp arrival,

the sponsor wunit rusources Lo es!ablish initial facilities
neoning units prior to arrival at assifned atatiuns,

SECTION [I PWRT [T

Companicrs Recorrend -4 2135

Recomreena that WABTOC and tents L

‘e shippéd to arrive at an incoming
unit's destination twe weeks prior ts

udit arrival,

Ay //;/ .y

o {/ Py an//.
wWOLERT L, McDANIEL

LTC, Infantry

Sommanding
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AVBA-C (22 Aug 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lesson Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CSFOR-67) ULC WAX1AA

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 10 September 1967
THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH,
APO 96375
Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOH-MH,
APO 96558
TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army (ACSFOR D)XA), Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 13th
Combat Aviation Battalion for period ending 31 July 1967 and concurs with
the contents.

2. (C) The foilowing additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Reference Section I, para G2, page 10: No place in RVN does
the avea support command make unit deliveries tor class 1 supplies. It is
the unit's responsibiliry to effect pick up for all rations from their re-
spective ration breakdown points. This procedure was agreed upon by Head-
quarters, l3th CAB prior to the establishment of the new ration breakdown
point. On 14 August 1967 this headquarters was advised that the 13th CAB
was experiencing difficulty in obtaining sufficient aircraft to move rations.
This difficulty was referred to Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam,
Headquarters, ist Logisticzl Command and Saigon Support Command for assis-
tance. Queries by higher headquarters through the class T supply officer at Can
Tho revealed no such ditficulties existed. Rations have been truck convoyed
to Soc Trang and Vinh Long. This procedure should continue to be fcllowed in
the future as the MSK is open. S-4 13th CAB will maintain appropriate records
in order to accurately record all instances of cancelled or late USAF mis-
sion support with particular reference to food spoilage.

b. Reference Section [1, Part I, para 2b, page ll: Nonconcur.
To insure that the survival kit is always avallable in survival, escape
or evasion situations it must be secured to the body at all times. The
carry holster has sufficient adjustments to fit the 5-95 percentile man
as shown in the accompanying instruction booklet. For those individuals
outside the 5-95 percentile, it is recoumnended that the kit be removed
from the holster and carried in the pocket oi the armored chest protector
carrier.

c. Reference Section 11, Part 1, para 3, page ll: Concur. The
combined use of tactical air and armed helicopters should be used when-
ever the tactical situation will perwmit. This type of combined serial

/3
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CSFOR 67) UIC WAX1AA (CONT:D)

fire power should not be attempted without control of a forward air con- /69
troller. Common communications between mutually supporting elements and
the supported ground commander 1s essential.

d. Reference Section II, Part 11, page 12: Tentage for de-
ploying units should be included as TAT (red) and should accompany the
advance party. Arrival of the advance party should be ten days to two weeks
prior to the arrival of the main body. This time spread will permit the
accomplishment of required liaison and coordination with sponsor unit,
Military Airlift Command, port authority and surface transportation officers.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

s/Lewis T. Turner

{oIncl t/LEWIS T. TURNER
nc Captain, AGC

Asst Adjutant General ]

/#
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AVHGC--DST (22 Aug 67) &b ired
SUBJECT: Operetlonal Hepuih -lessoas Lserned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (W3 CSPOR-65) (U)

HBADQUARTERS, UMLTED STAYES alY VIBVHAM, APV San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Cllef, Unlted Steiee Aray, Pecific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
AP0 96558

I. (U) This hesdyusstors baws reviewed the Operational Report-
Lupgons Learsed for tbe period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters,
13%h Coubat Aviation (Delta) Batielion ( AX14 ) as indorsed.

2. (0} Pertinant oowsanls Foliow:

a, BHefaiwacoe ltaw covcerning delivery of supplies; paragraph G2,
pagw 10 and paragraph 2, 1st Indorseswsut: Concur in the proposed solution
contelnsd in paragraph 2, lst Indorgement. The system, as it is presently
being sdsinigtersd, 1s ip accordance with stemiard procedures. No addition-
8l alrcruit are availasble to support the supply effort at this time,

b. Haference ltem concerning vhe gervival kit; paragraph 2b, page
11 erd papregreph 2b, let Indorpemaat: Concur with paregraph 2b, 1st In-
dorsemant ia its sntirety. 4t the time of an emergency exit from an air-
craft bhe crewsesdber can be assured of having only those ltems contained
within e pockets or sscursly fastened to his perscn.

¢, Haferance item concerning employwsnt of armed helicopters and
high performnce eircraft; psragraph 3, page 11 and paragraph 2c¢, 1st In-
dorsemsut: Concur with the iwaginative employment of this highly effect-
ive veam, This wethod of suploymsni will not allow the enemy to escaps,
When teamsd with aggressive ground forces it represents maximum combat
efficiency.

d. deference {tem conodrning WABTOS; page 12 amd paragraph 2,
18t Indorssmeat: Concur. COVAHRC LO1 for deployment to USARPAC pre-
gcribes WABTOC {teoms which all unite are to bring to RVN unless other-
wiss directed, Tentage iw included. Items &re intended to arrive prior
to or concurreutly with the maln body. However, since shipping delays
are pogssible LOI slaten advuncs parties will deploy with tentage.

1
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1 80cT 1967
AVHGC-DIT (22 Aug 67)

SUBJECT: Oporational Report-Lessones Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

3. (U) Unit wvill be notified of action and comments by routine
ipdorsement which returnz this report.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
e

. et
/ S a fe coBeckeasd
<

i Inc¢l
ne

R, 1. KENNEGES.
(

A
EERTR R % Gienerd

/A FY
/G
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GPOr-DT (22 Aug 67) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
from HQ, 13th Combat Aviation Battalion (UIC: WAX1AA) (RCS
CSFOR-65)

/9 WO, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 15 NOV1967

; T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This hesdquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as Indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

I Tnel
nc ’

/7




HEADQUARTERS

13th Cbt Avn Bn

- ORGANIZATION »= STATIONING

_ CaN THO _

i

VINH LONG
_ i ] ) 1 i i ] i : ) 1 T |
1218T ASLT 336TH ASLTY 347TH ADD 22157 AFLN HQ & HQ 345 0D 2L, TH HFLN 114TH ASLT 175TH Hwﬁw 346TH ..OD 199TH AVN
1§ HEL CO. HEL CO. CO. (0-1) DET Co. (ovV-1 HEL CO. HEL CC. | 0. (0-1)
m 1 1 I ! 1 1 i . ] [
" aom s ! | 1670 s PATHFINDER | -} 325TH SIG | |52ND Q@ DET| [62ND Q4 DE 502ND TRANS| | 544TH TRANS 150TH TRANS | PATHFINDER
'$ DRT (KD) ~ v DET (KD) DET II DT {RL) “ ( PRTROL) ( PATROL) DT (KD) _ DET { KD) DT { KD ‘ DET I -
' i - 1 N P 1 O - T
‘1 257TH SIG 2T7TH SIG CEAPLATN 2L TH QM DET 1ST SEC 537TH SIG G6TH SiG 28TH IG CHAPLATN
- DET (BL) DET (RL) SCT. ( PETROL) DET DET (RL) DT (RL) DET (RL) SECT. S
T : . N
S | T S S
| | "53mD HQ DET Tv_ . _3 @ DT
| : _( PETROL SEC PLAT - A oL )i
| i }
| 69TH INF DE | T7MTH MED SEH%.,D
i GD SURV RA DET (04) D msz RA |
S N
L1ST MED
LET (0A)
]
Y 78TH FA
CNTR MD RA
2ND SEC
LT
/
_ o






