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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 1lth Armored Cavalry
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1. TForwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learmned,
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment for quarterly period 31 January 1967.
4 Informatloﬁ‘contalned‘-n this report should be reviewed and evaluated by
: i CDC in accordance with parhgraph 6f of AR 1-19.:and by CONARC in accord-
i ance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19, Evaluatlons and corrective
ko2 actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT w1th1n 90 days of recelpt of
covering letter.
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2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Com-
mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate Deneflts in the
future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted
for use in developlng training material.
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FOREWORD

This Operational Report - Lessons Learned is the second submitted by
the 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment since its arrival in the Republic of Vietnam.

It has been prepared in accordance with AR 1-19 and covers the quarter
1 Novembter 1966, thru 31 January '1967. Pertinent facts concerning the Regiment's
.ombat operations, civic action activities and ‘base camp development during
the quarter are included ‘in this report.

/sl

Wm. W. COBB
Colonel, Armor
Commanding
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CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATTIONAL REPORT FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 31 JANUARY 1967
SECTION I
SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION ACTLVITIES

1. (U) General. ictivities and events involving the Blackhorse Regiment rarged
from counterinsurgency operations to participation in Civic Action and Revolutiouacry
Development programs. During the reporting period the people of BIEN HOA, LONG KHANH,
BINH TUY and BINH DUONG Provinces witnessed the 1lth Armored Cavalry in the releatless
pursuit of the Viet Cong. Lines of communications hitherto the private domain of the
Viet Cong have been opened and secured from BIEN HOA #n the west to TANH LINH in the
northeast. Neither tasks assigned nor tecrain traversed proved to be a detervent
factor in the Regiment!s successful accomplishment of its missions.

From its initial convoy escort operatioms in Vietnam, the Regiment has attested
to its versatility and flexibility by the varied and far-reaching jobs it has accomp-
lished. The troop:rs of the Blackhorse have cperated both as an independent force
and as part of a larger force (Operation CEDAR FALLS) without hinderance. BDuring
the reporting period it has engaged in search and destroy (mounted and dismounted),
cordon and search, search and clear, route security, rcute clearing, rear area security
and show of force operations throughout the III Corps Tactical Zone (III CTZ).

In the Regiment's never ending quest of the Viet Cong and his installations,
terrain of all types has been experienced. Frecu the dense, almost impenetrable jungle
of the HAT DICH area in the southwest portion of the Blackhorse TAOR to the rice
paddies of the "Rice Bowl" area northeast of VO DAT. Maneuver elements have not con-
fined their operations to the roads and tralls but in many cases forged their own
paths through the mass of tropical flora to root the enemy from his jungle lair.

Simultaneously with its combat operations the Blackhorse Regiment provided
materials, technical assistance and foodstuffs (dry milk, cooking oil, bulgar wheat,
and rice) for the people of LONG KHANH Province. The efforts of the Regiment have
been two fold in bringing about the defeat of the Viet Cong forces in IIT1 CTZ and assist-

ing the Vietnamese people in their efforts to make their land a better place to work
and live.

With the arrival of the main body of the Air Cavalry Troop in December, the last
organic unit to depart CONUS joined the Regiment. For the first time since its re-
organization in October 1965, the llth Armored Cavalry had its full combat complement.
ir. late January after maay delays the Air Cavalry Troop aircraft arrived at VUNG TAU
where they were deprocessed and flown to the base camp.

In December, General Harold K. Johnson, Chief of Staff of the Army, accompanied
by the Sergeant Major of the Army, visited the Regimental Base Camp. During his
visit he received a briefing by the Regimental Commander on the Regiment's missions
and combat operations. Following the briefing, he had lunch, inspected some captured
weapons and prior to his departure addressed the assembled troops at the heliport.
During Operation CEDAR FALLS, Secretary of the Army, Stanley Resor visited the
Blackhorse and observed it in action in the Tron Triangle.

Elements of the 1lth Armored Cavalry were continuously engaged in combat operations
(92 days) throughout the quarter varying from troop to regiment in size and scope.

2. (C) Personnel anJ Administration.

a. General. During the quacster the overall personnel situation remained
relatively constant. January had the highest number of casualties (100) of any
one month since the Regiment!s arrival in~country. The majority of the losses sus-
tained resulted from Operation CEDAR FALLS. Replacements continue to arrive without
unnecessary delays or causing critical shortages within the combat elements.
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/ (1) Religious, Durifg %he reporting period, there were o total of 470
ralizisus scrvices conducted with o total ottendence of 20,23L. Generclly, the
Czatholic services numbared one holf of the muboer of Protestont; curing the pexiod,
both the nuaber of services ond cttendence decrecsed cach month. This concition
ope~rs to be directly ottributable to the progressive increase in tceticel operabions
né acs new prodcbiy reached its lower limdit,

b, Secrvicose.

(2) Red Cross. Durirg the nonths of Hovember, Deceuber; and Jenuory,
a totol of 857 cases wore handled, Iron this expericnce factor, it appears that the
deisent con expect to hondle aporoxinctely 230 cases per month, which will result in
aprorinately 20 Tmergency leaves. Reaction, spoed, and nccesscbility of .G Field
Director have been imroved during this repcrting period by the 1lncation of an IRC
toat ot the Blockhorse Base Corm,.

(3) Special Services. During this period, the Specicl Services fac-
ilities grew from almost nothing to a well orgenized programe The primery awphasis
during this tiue fraue loy in the esteblisinent of recreationcl facilities ond obtoine
ion Sasilcl Services cquipient, Positive plons tere developed for o carprehonsive
Speeiol Services progrem, to include 2 Commnity Services Center in the Blackhorse
Base Cospe  The fruits of these plenning efforts will be fortheoiing during the next
quarter,

(4) Postad. Throughout the reporting period, the nedl service to the
Qeginent was cithier unsctisfactory or liarginal., This difficulty was the result of a
leck of USAT cireraft to fly meil fram SAIGON o the supporting APU at XULN LOC.
This problay, as well os insuffiecient noney order and poarcel post covercze, hove been
brought to the attention of the USARV Stoff Postal Officer. A solution should be
cffected during the next quarter,

c. Morale., Durinz the reporting period, the Regiientts morale continued to
inerecse, This wms portially the result of increased Post Zxchonge coverage wiich is
discussed bel~w, ond a greatly iiproved Rest and Recowperation mrogranme Over this 3
nonth period, the Resinent utilized ¢ total of 882 out-of-country 4R allocations and
60 in-country cllocations. Indic-tions arc thet during the next quarter the Regiuent
can expect approcictely 1200 out-of-country and 90 in.country allocations. “hile
tiis out-ofecountry utilization vwill ensble all members of the lesiient to teke b
vanbtage of the progran, the in-country RIR progrenm reunins o matter of comend intorest.
A lock of focilities at VUIG TAU will perndit only nerginel increcse in the nunber of
2llocations for tie Reginent and apoecrs to be an insurncuntoble problen,

de Informiction. Throughout the querter, information coverase for tiae Reg-
iment incressed and ab the ond of the period o total of 596 cditorial, pictoriol, and
rodio relecses had beon mede, The number of niedis representctives visiting the Regiment

clso increoased cach month, with a total of 27 arriving during tie quarter.

¢. Post Exchange. During the entire reperting period, the Reziirntel Dxchange
had & total receipts of $139,459.92, The expected receipts for the exchonge during
the next querder shiculd exceed $300,000,00, dus to 2 planned expension begun during
Jormary. This exporsion deubled the sales of Jamuory as compored bo previous iontis
ond the increased stockage of luxuxy itens should result in o vastly improved facility
end service in the imnmediately foreseacble future.

f. MOS Shortages. During the reworting period, this organization did not
cxperience any particular high density NOS shertages. Js could be expected in any
perscnnel manageiient situction, there were certein low censity MOS sharteges, pertice
ulerly in the ficld of chemical persomnel, However, in none cf these cases wms the
canbab readiness of the crgonization dtraired,

.
e Quolity of Replocements, Throughout the reporting period, the quelity
of replacenents romained good, with the excention of. one short pericd during Operation
CIDAR FiLLS., This one occosicn wos o5 o result of relotively high casuclties in two
troors, ond an energency persommel requisition wes submitted., In response to this
requisition, the mumber of enlisted men rojorting in with cdverse information (Article
15, etc.) in their 20L. files incroosed norkedly. The troining level of &1l replace-
monts gypears to be acceptable.
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h, Maintenence of Discipline, La and Order.

(1) Courts Morticl, During the quarter, the Regiment processed the
following Courts Marticl, by type:

Genorel, Special Swmary
1 10 18

(2) Serdcus Incidents. There were & total of six serious incidents
roported during this quarter,

i, Personnel Problen Jreas. The primary personnel difficulty experienced
during tha quorter was attempting Lo reach a solution to the Regiipntts rotationel
hump Cering the months of July ond August 1957, Detciled plans were submitted to
Yecquerters, USARY, to attempt to infuse sufficient officers so that the rotaticnal
hup difficulties would be greatly reduced, As of this report, only insignificant
implenentetion of this organization's prosran hes been accauplished. However, within
the next querter, &.znificant imyrovement ond expansion of the Regiment!s infusion
progran is expected. This infusion progras will be conducted in conjunction with the
9th Infantry Division primarily, When corpleted, i% is expected that there will be no
riere vhan 259 of the llexinent!s personnel. in any grade or MOS who will rotate out of
the fleziment in any one calender ionth, ¥hile this will still meon thet the Reginent
111 face a pericd cf comsidersble personnel turbulonce during the nonths of July ond
Auzust, the inpact of this rctational hunp will be considersbly raduced.

3. (C) Intelligoence.

a. VC .ctivity: Contact with the Viet Cong by units of the 1lth .Armored
Cavalry Reginent during the quarter consisted of a mortar/recoilless rifls eatvack of
the base canp arce (16 Nov 66), on ambush of a convoy escerted by a platoon fram Troop
¢, 1st Squacron (21 Nov 66), an aibush of a convey escarted by 3 ACAVS and 2 tanks
from 1st Squedron (2 Dec 66; » 87 czses of snall arms sniper fire, 25 cases of autonetic
wecpons fire, 35 mining incidents, 16 grencde incidents, 23 cases of aircreft receiving
grourd fire, 1 cases of nortar fire, I cases of recoilless rifle fire, and 3 booby
treps.  The Reginent suffered cnly 1izht personnel casualties and light vehicle dmucge
es a resvlt of these Viet Cong initiated incidents.

bs VC Losses:

(1) Porsomnel - VC KIA (BC) 175, KBA (BC) 32, VC KL\ (Poss) 133, Detcin-
ees 425, Pis 15, CHIEU HCI's 12,

(2) Veapons cnd ammnition: 60mm Hortar-l, STm RR-l, STrm MR Tripod-l,
75m B~1, 75m R} Tripod-l, RPG-2 AT Launcher-2, Thompscn SiG-l, Chaing Koi Shek 7.92rm
(ituser)~7, CHICQM type 56 carbines-5, US I carbine-7, US Ml rifle~3, US ifth rifle-1,
French &m rifle-l, British Enfield rifle-l, Russion llosin Nagent rifle-l, US J1917 Col
.30 I3-1, CKICQA! type 56 165, CHICOI type 58 1G-1, US Cal LS pistol-l, homomads
-istolel, homencde rifle-l, C3U bonblots-98, 100 1b baibs~5, 250 1b bombs-6, 500 1b
bonbs-1, 60m usrtor rds-23, 8lm nortor rds-18, STm MR rds-2, 75mm Rds-9, RPG=2 AT
rds-12, 12,7 £2s-20, Cel ,50 rls-10, Cal .30 rds-72ly, 7.92um is-100, 7,62 rds-4070,
Cel .45 rds-60, nines (21l types)-82, grenades (all types)~283, 105m »dis~10, 155mm rcCs—
S, THI-321bs, cauposition Cw3-101%s, composition C-L-171bs, crossbow-l.

(3) Foodstuffs; Rice 567.3 tons, Uheat 600 lbs, Salt 210 1bs, Poamits
1000 1bs.

{b) idscellonocus: .Amoniun nitrate 50 lbs, documents 170 lbs, medical
supplies 13 1lbs, bicycles 16, clothing 55 lbs, berbed wirc 7 rolls, shovels 11, nabtock
1, battories 165, SVM Piesters 52,000, IVR Piastors 3,000, flashiight 1, ontenna 1,
corrogated roofing 20 rslls, wire 1200 ft, cemera 1, radio 1, burlap bags 150, 8" bolts
1 gross, 300 gal fuol tenk 1.

¢. Intelligence Scurces:

(1) General: A study wos conducted of 177 separato facilities found
during Operation CSDAR FALLS ramging fram foxholes and trenches cnd to bunkers and
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tunnel compliexes, and tc rice caches of 211 sizes, . comperison of ecch of these
locations with all previously avrilable intellizence information showsd that 156 or
88,12 fell within 500 neters of a reported 4ustzllation, The.averege. error for these
156 instzllations wes 135m(E-W) by 247n(NS) or an everags error of slightly over 200m.
Tanse rasalis show thet reported installations are an excellent point of departure for
any operation,

(2) Red Haze: Red Hoze has proved to be-useful in detecting VC grouwpines,
especlally prior to the 2 Decerber ambush on Righway 1. However with tho acvent of the
Gry scason, brush fires incrcased, vhich markedly reduced its usefulness,

(3) SLAR: Due to the naturc of the terroin ond the lack of suitable
torgets in the TAOR, SIAR has been of very little assistance to the Reginment.

(k) sgent Reports: Agont repcrts constitute the bullc of intelligence
reports received by the Regiment, the majority of these reports are of doubiful vclue
unless corrcborcted by other intelligence sources.

L. (C) Combat Operotions.
a. General,

(1) Movember. Operction JTLANTA (832 Inclosure 6) initiated in October
continued throughcut the month. As the development .f the base camm progressad nore
and nore equinnent wes being tronsported from the stoging area in LONG BINKE to the
base can), By the end of Novembar the Regiment less the 3rd Squadron had departed
the stezing aréa, ond was busily orgenizing ond securdinz the base cap., ROADRUINZR
operations were conducted on lictional Bighway 1 as far =orth as GIA RiY and west to
L0MG BIiH, On 21 Novenber a sizeable convsy travelling from LONG SINH to the base
carpy was crbushed by Viet Cong units of the 27k lain Force Regiment. Irmedicte reaction
by the escort and recdy reaction forces kept friendly lcsses to a rdnismn.

Troop and company sized scarch and destroy cperctions were condueted within the
TiOR interdicting lines of communication and resupply, JActive patrelling, cerind
reconnaissance, and H3I artillery fires curvalled Viet Cong offensive operations curing
November with onc exceptions On 16 November, the base camp received an estimaled 7
rounds of 82w mortar fire ond 32 rounds of 75m recoilless rifle fire from high ground
to the northeast of the camp adjacent to Interprovineial Route 2, Subsequent tank,
artillery and aireraft fires from the cemp neutreiized the suspected firing positions
and assisted in keeping friendly cosuclties lipht (8 WIA).

Operations to the north tovard VO DIT wore tempcrarily haited when the lst Squadron
was Cispotched to LI XHE to porticinate in Operation ATTLEBORO,

The 2nd and 3rd Saadrons assumed the security of the base camp and steging arec
respectively. Blenents of the 3rd Sqradron were alsc emdloyed as @ security force
for the LOMNG BIM ASP,

(2) Docembor. On 2 December a resudply convoy (3 ACAVs, 2 tanks and
2ton trucks) returning from the GIA RAY iteck Querry was ambushed by the 275 Viet Cong
Regiment, In the space of ninety minutes 99 VC (BC) wers kiiled with at lecst another
100 possible kills, The Regiment received no XLits and only L WIits, Ono engineer
driver wes killed, Mmmorous crew served weajons and smoll arms were captured including
a 75mn rocoilless rifle, With the termination of Operction ATLANTA, the lst Squacron
supported by tho 3rd Battalion, L3rd Infantry Rogluont of the 18th Division launched
Operation DAN TaM 81 into the MRice Bowl" aroa north of V0 DAT. In adcition to securing
the rice harvest, routo sacvrity wes provided for bridge and airfield construction ef-
forts, As a rssult cf this oporction civilion commorce has started to flow into this
once Viet Cong dominated zrea.

Cperaticns continued to bs conducted in the Blacihorse TAOR, with the 3rd Squad-
ron conducting joint corcon and serrch cporation with the 1st Battalion, 43 Regiment
(4RVH) on 5 Docombor of the villages of XA BANG and AP HZ.RN resulting in 277 detainces
and Ll confirmed Viet Cong appyrohended, Idmited search and costroy operaticns and
convoy escort missions were also perforned by the 3rd Squodron in conjunction with its
base coamp securlty activitics, Security wes also provided for engineer elemonts oderat-
ing the .GL\ RAY Rock Cuarry,
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1~ Early-in the month the 2nd Squadron under the ogerational control of the 173rd

Atrbdre Brigede heled secure Route 15 fram VUNG TaU to BEAR C.T, -for the movement
of the 199%h Infentry Brigede and the 9th Division,

Psychological operctions incraased in intensity vithin the TiORs Over one million
leaflats were urop‘»ed in-support of operations wvhile 5,000 posters were distnbuteu
in LONG KHAFH Province.

(3) Jamiery, The 1lst and 2nd Squadrons terminated their respective
operstions -with the 2nd Squacron remaining in position et BELR CAT to presare for
Overauon CED.R FiLLS., The 1st Squadrén raturned to the Bese Camp for meintenance
and resuyply after almost 60.dcys of contiauous field operaticns,

Prior tc the initiation of operctions in the IRON TRIATGLE the 3vd Souadren
conucted -2 corcon and seaorch ororation (Operction GLTN BURNIE) of BIi! LOC Hamlot.
Suopo"beu ty the 52nd Renger Battalion and the National Police an interrogetich nnd
rocords inventory was made slong with the ¢isgensing of foodstuffs and neda.cal assiste
ance as part of the Revolutionary Develogment Progrom.

On 8 January the Regiment (-) moved to forward assembly areas in the vicinity of
the YRON TRIANGLE neaxr BEN CAT. The following morning a multi-division operation was
launched lead by the armored columns of the Blackhoxrse Regiment. Experiencing only
light resistance, objectives were quickly seized. Maintaining its (Regiment) momentum,
one squadron was shifted to the apex of the.triangle to form-a blocking force denying
the Viet Cong potential escape routes. Concurrently with the move to the south the
remaining éqhadron moved to secure service and support areas to the north. Search and
dastroy, operations continued within the IRON TRIANGLE until Operation CEDAR FALLS was
terminated on 24 January.

feturning to the base comd, the Reziment initiated Operstion MUFRCIE, a corden
and secrch oper'\tion in the northrestarn (1st Squadren) md scutheastern ‘(2nd Sg.adrcn\
Dortions of the T\CR. Oserations continued throush the remainder of the month wila
only Jight contacts The 3rd Sauadron.in the n2entinme was conducting oserations with
the 9th Division in the AT DICH arca.and slong Route 15.

b, Engineor Activities.

(1) Bose Canp Developmont. Novenmber was the first full nonth the Rezimcn
occupied the pexrmenent bese comy ot LONG GIAO, Priority: of engincer swpjort at thab
tihe wos the clecring of fields ¢f fire, to be follcwed by initiation of construciion
of the interior rozd met. The.939th Inzincer Corpeny (irmored), attached to the
Roginent worked simultanoously to clear fields of. fire, and in cenjunction with the
21th Engiacer Battalion (¢), constructed rcad nets within the base coap area to a dise
tance of 12,27 kilometers,

Support provided by both engineer units incluced the ccnstruction of sixty.three
perinetor bunkar frames and six wetch towers. In adcition,construction of mes§s halls,
latrines and showers for every compeny size unit in the base com) was started in Dec-
ember by the enginesr swyport units.

(2) Combat Susport. Combot enginzer support of 11lth Armored Covalry
Regiment and subordinete squedron operations wes provided.by the 919th Engincer
Comrany (Armored),

Fron 8 to 20 November, one engineer platoon-supported the lst Squadron os it
participated in Operction ATTLZBORO, OPCOHN to the 1st Infantry Diviaion, During the
operation, the nlatoon conducted extensive mine clearing oderations on rcads in the
arcas of ospcration,” In addition, the platoon constructed two hasty crossings at sites
of enemy cuts in the road,

On 21 Nov\.rmer ::nd 3n 2 December elements of the Regimant were ambushed, During
and after counter«-uttack operations at both anbush sites the 919th destroyed over
seventy-£ive bunkers and tnnnela Der site.,

In Décember, -elaments cf the .919th conducted on:enzineer reconnaissence of
at’onal Routes 25 and 320, During the-same pericd, that tho: reconnaissance was being
con"ucted othor elements ¢f the company cut o trall frem the Reiimented Base Camp to
stR CXT Base Camp creating a cirect link from the Remument!s location to Mational High
15,
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In December three Class 60 and ona-Class.20 bridges were built in the area of
Nationgl Highway 15 near LONG THANH village.

The most dramatic engineer support provided during the quarterly period covered
in this report occurred.on Christmas Day as the company emplaced an M4T6 floating
bridge 14i feet long, deep-in Viet Cong Territory north of GIA RAY on the south edge
of the VO DAT Rice Bowl.

Engineer Supporf rendered by the 919th Engineer Company during Operation CEDAR
FALLS was quite effective. Over fifty acres of jungle were cleared as were four
helicopter landing zones. Over 3000 meters of Viet Cong tunnels were search and at
lease 1700 linear meters destroyed. In addition 120 enemy bunkers, trenches, and spide
holes were destroyed. The company cleared 63 kilometers of road during the operation.

Throughout the reporting period, engineer support was rendered to squadrons man-
euvering in the Blackhorse TAOR. Most common types of support were road clearing and
mine clearing operations, as well as demolition of enemy structures and fortifications.

cs Chemical /ctivities.

(l) Chemiccl Onerations conductod by the 1lth Armored Cavalry Roglment
during this period involvel tha following:

(a) Use of "herbicides on the bese camp yeriveter at LONG GITAO,
(b) Use of rioct control agent CS to deny enemy tumel systoms.
(¢) Evaluation of the E28 smoke morker.

(2) Defolistion of tha brge comp perimeter was accomplished with the
following rosults and agents:

(a) 4gent VHITE (TORGDON), WVHITE is a woter-solucble herbicide that
was disseminated by the M9 Power Driven Deconteminating Truck, Its cdvertized strong
polnts in-lude, long curation of effectivencss and minimel agent drift, Owr espewdiencs
with this agent extends over a period of three months and was used against both broad
leaf plents ond grass, YWe hove arawn the following conclusions:

1 JAgent HITZ hes litile effect on zrass.

2 lgent \ITE acts very slcwly on most jungle trees and is
unsuitable for clearing nerimeters becouse of this slow funstioning time.

(b) igent CRANGE (2,h,D%2,)1,57), ORLNGE i3 solusble in either woicr
or clesel oil and has been disseminated in the Power Driven Decontardnating Truck and
groundnbased pewsr insccticide sproyers, Following throe months experienco with thls
agent, the following conclusions have been maces

1 ORMBE, when mixed with diesel provides a fast kill for most
vacotaticn in Vietnam, -

e

Daring tho dry-season it is effective for several months,

(c) Agent BLUS (Cacodylic icid). BLUE was used only once by this
unit and only on grass. Owr exyerience with this agent is limited but it is feld that
this agent -has a cdcker kill time then ORMNGE when mixed with diesel and may be the
most satisfoctory of the three,

(3) Use of Rict Control Agents: The llth Armored Cavelry Regiment has
amployad riot control agent CS to dony tunnels to the Viet Cong when camplote destruc—
tion-was improvsble. CS has alwoys: bean utilized with high explesives provided for
disseminction. Units entering thess tunnels after contamination with €S have had ‘Lo
nask and there. have been no rejorts of VC reusing thasc tunnels,

(4) Tho Roglracntzl- Chendeal, Officer,, in Jamery helped evalucte the £28
amoke nerker and Ely Leuncher, Tho 1-ounchers were mounted on the UH-1B helicotor and
sicke markers were launched in.a practice rocket run, This oxperimentation produced the
following conclusionss ’
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{a) The E28 smoke marker is unpredictabie in its burning time.

» (b) The iauncher is cospletely unsatisfactory and will launch the
marker upon a rough takeoff or landing.

(e)
(d)

the two models tested.

Marking with thi§ munition requires direct overflight of the targe

The electrical 'firing mechahism failed to ‘function on one of

(e) The 1llth Armored Cavalry Regiment has no’ roquirement for this
marker at the present time’nor expects to have such requirements in the future.

d. Signal Activities.

During the months-of November, December and January, the Regiment par-
ticipated in diverse and widespread operations which posed a real challenge for the
organic communications capability within the Regiment. The bulk. of operational traffic
was inherently pessed over the various FM radio nets.

a These nets provided facilities
for command and control of the entire Regiment.

AM RATT Nets were established to support the FM'nets by providing a hard copy
capability over a great range. Due to the distance involved in operating away from
Blackhorse Bage Camp, the organic AN/VRC-29 radios were often operated over their max-
imum range. For major operations the Regiment has received support of personnel and

equipment from the 53rd Signal Battalion, specifically an "AN/GEC-26 to terminate the
AN RATT Mets at the base camp.

Due to the necessity of having the capability of termhating telephone and tele-
typewriter circuits, support was again provided the.Regiment by the 53rd Signal Battalion
with an AN/MGC-17 Communications Center to providé teletype termination at the base camp.
A VHF facility was provided during Operation:CEDAR FALLS by the 173rd Airborne Brigade,
thus teléphone and teletypewriter circuits were made available to round out the Regi-

ment's organic capability. This outstanding support.materially aided the Regiment
in the accomplishment of its mission.

As each operation occurs the Regiment will continue to require this signal support
unless organic equipment is assigned. A solution to this continuing requirement would
be the mounting of VHF and teletypewriter.equipment in the organic Communications:
Platoon M5 7A1, thus providing the necessary-communications means capable of moving
with the Regimental Command Post through difficult terrain. In addition, a field
switchboard could be moved with the GP in this same vehicle thus providing telephone
sexvice throughout the Command Post area. A vehicle with this equipment available would
constitute a true Communications Central for the.Regiment in the field.

e. Support.

(1) Air Force

(a) General. On 3 November 1966, a Tactical Air Control Party con-
sisting of two officers (ALO/FAC) plus 3 radio operators and two MARK 107 radio vehicles,
werr deployed to operate at the new Regimental Base Camp-.at LONG GIAO. This Air Farce '
unit was made a part of the Regiment TOC compiex. Later, in November, the remaining

six enlisted personnel moved to the base camp. The basic structure of the USAF operatio
unit remained the same throughout this period. One forward Air Controller plus radio
operators and the four-net radio (FM, HF, UHF, VHF) equipment operated as a part of the
Regimental TOC. The officer on duty at the TOC was available to assist in planning
joint Air Operations and advise on application of Tactical Air Power on an immediate

or pre-planned basis. Continuous airborne and/or ground alert coverage during daylight
hours was provided by USAF 0-1 aixcraft operating out of BIEN HOA Air Force Base. This
was the result of the centralization of all Forward Air Controllers at regimental level
under direct supervision of the Air Liaison Officer. This insured the highest degree

of flexibility and efficiency. It permitted the ALO to plan and determine, with the
Regimental Staff, priority of activities of airborne coverage and still permit maximum
utilization of USAF resources. This system of operation proved its merit in the rapid
response of Tactical Air to the ambushes of 21 November and 2 December 1966.
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1 Mreroft - Three 0-1-G aircraft werc assigned and utilized during
this period, Tw> aircraft were hit by ground fire resulting in vory, minor domagee

‘2 Porsonnel = The normal camplament of 1 Air Iieison Officor and
7 Forward Adr Controllors was roeduced to 1 AL(YS FACs in mid November. Iore urgent
USAF- requircnants diracted 2 FACs to ho placed en extonded TDY on & classified projects
Operations wera not effacted by the absence of thess two FACs,

(%) Resources.

{c) Ojerations, During this periocd USAF FAC persormel Harticipated in
both incependent regimntal operations and sevoral squadron operations to include
coverage of squacrons OPCON to thar units., Coorcdination by the AIO with his countorpart
during O2CON operations such as CEDAR FALLS developed full afrhorne FAC coversge with
continuing proeplamnad air strikes, This plan gave both units maxiimm coverage enc
orovided concentrated-and centralized targeting date, Xlso, in several incidents pree
plonned strile aircroft were in the operationsl aprea when an immediats need arose for
an oir strike, This was a product of the combined effort and Qevelcpment of torgeting
and flight scheduling of both the llth Armored Cavalry Resiment, and the unit to which
the Regiment was OPCOH,

.{(Q) Problem Areas.

1 BRI communicotions batween airborne FAC and ground units. The
0=1.0:aircraft is equi-ned with the older FM radio unit, The llth irmored Cavalry
Regiment is equipjed with newer equipment which oparates in the higher (more desireable)
R{ frequoncics, This lmaves a vold, and cruses communicetion time lapse under periods
of enemy contact, Without constant contoct between the F.C directing an alrstrile
and the oround’ commanders, no oir strike can be employed, Consequently, full dcvelop-
nent of the resources available to the. ground cammander can not be useds One sguacron
did lower ite.cormand frequoncy into the range - -of tho FAC aircraft and this greatly
increcsad the squadron ccrmancerts ability to e in full control of all resources at
his-Cisposel for tactical operstions, At wmserxt the .dr Forcs has no plans.for re-
placing the FY sets in the O-1 circraft. The- 0-1 airceraft, themselves, will e re')laced
tids year with newer 02 aircraft which should have the newer Fil units. '

2 Flight Fecilities - During this period it was necessary to operate
the three 0-1 aircraft out of BIEN HO\ .F¥B, tvanty-five niles wost of tho basc cam
dus to the lack of landing facilities.at the Blackhorse Base. Campe This required approx-
imatoly 40Z more flying in orcer to provide the coverage desired and ¢id not peimit close
Ceily coordination of flisht, oporational and intellizence information. This problem
will be rgsolved with the ccmletion of an airstrip ot the base cmp in Februory.

STATISTICAL DATA Q@ IR FORCE SUPPORT NOV = JAN
SORTIES FLOWNs
Visual Foeward  Convay Artillery Administration Conbat

Recoiw Air Escort Adjustment Strikes

naissonce  Control

202 78 6 13 un 278
TYPE AIRCRIFT FLOWN

F~100 E~5 P4C B-57 AC-47 A-~1 0-1

180 n 7 hE: 2 L Lso

TODLL FLYIHG TIME O-1 ATRCRIFT

1029:10
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f 1K-65 1000/ Bomb 6
3 L 1127 750# Bond 8
Y 3 11X-81 250 or 260# Fragnentation 8o
3 . Y82 S00¥ Boub 354
b
3 23 BLU/1B or BLU 27B 750¢ NAPLIHM L35
4 : X .
3 CLIGIISTERS OF CBU - (ALL TYFE) 58
; 3 2.75m FEAR ‘570
: § ILLUMITATION FLARES n
M
. i 20rm Rounds 11,900%
2 - 30 CAL Rounds 15,000
d - |
Bz 50 CAL Rounds 15,000
¥ 7
* i 7.62m Rounds 12,000
£,
¢ # A
3 i* # An additional 32 nissions used 20mm, mumber rounds fired not recorded,
a <3
f’ (2) Artidlery
1 gl
P ?f (a) General: Artillery fire support provided during-the quarter
- & assumed two principal roles; one the delivery of harrassing and interdiction (H&I) fires
! f and secondly in support of ground operations and engagement of known or suspected Viet
£y Cong positions. The organic artillery batteries habitually provided ‘direct support
: for the maneuver elements (squadron) with reinforcing fires being provided-by the 54th
. %g Artillery Group for operations in the Blackhorse TAGR. On operations such as CEDAR FALLS
o4 reinforcing fires were provided by the divisional general support artillery battalion.
3 ;: Coorcination and clearance of howitzer batteries and l.2% mortar fires for units
7 & located within the base camp are handled by the Regimental Tactical Operations Cenver
3 g% (rrOC), This is nacossary since a FMire Support Control Center -(FSCC) has not been
g established nor is it provided for under the present T0%E. The RTOC duty officor as-
§ gj’ sures this missicn and coordinates ground and air clearance of artillery fires.
%‘; (b) Employments
£ 1 Organic artillery (the three Squadron Howitzer Batteries)

o

was employed cependent on the mission.assigned the Regiment and their parent unit
(squedcon). Missions invoiving only a squadron, the battery wes in direct support;
whilo if the Rezinent was o‘)eratmg with two squadrons in the field, one or both of
the batteries would be in direct supvort of a caudtted squadron(e). During Oseration
C3DLR FALLS, the Howitzer Batteries from the 2nd and 3rd Squadrons were place'\ under
the operationel control (OPCOH) on 173rd .idrborns Brigede with the primary mission

of providing direct support to the Regiment, This arranrremenb proved ‘to Wi quite sat-
isructcry and oliminatedthe nsed for the Regiment to o-:er‘.te a FSCC, Jdditionally, it
nade the artillery support more responsive to the needs of the 173rd Adrborne Brisade
and olininated the requirement for individual security farcas to secure the artillery
’xositions.

Genoral. Support artillery is employed fiam-ibs . own Lose carp
firing. positions (Shth 'Yrtillery Group) ».Blackhorse Base Cap or in forward firing
positions, ZLong ranse fires are provided caily for convoys operating between the Lm’m
cap and IOE B and on call for targots of opportunity uithin the Blackhowrso TA(R.

Mortars organic to the .Armored Cavalry Platoens ore noirclly
employed, ia b{.ttmy at troop or squadron level. Vhensvor a squadron is assigned tho
mission’ of seeviing the base comp the mortars are »laced undor squadron control and
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tied in with its Howitzer Battery. There were several reasons for the decision to ém-
ploy the mortars in battery: 1) the minimum range of the 4.2V mortar, 2) the require-
ment for providing security for the guns, and 3) the absence of platoon operations which
cover wide areas like those that would be encountered in Europe. The mortars for the
most part have been fired dismounted due to their range and tte slower rate of "advance
in counterinsurgency opérations. By dismounting the mortar it also makes the M106 mor-
tar carrier available for the security of the firing positions.

(c) Combat Operations:

During the ambush of 2 December reinforcing fires were provided
by Battery C, lst Battalion, 35th Artillery displaced to SUOI CAT to provide general
support for the lst Squadron!s Howitzer Battery. On 4-6 December, Battery B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 35th Artillery moved to the base camp to provide reinforcing fires in- support
of 3rd Squadron's (operatfon ATLANTA) search and destroy operations in the southern
portion of the TAOR. On Operation.DAN TAM 81, Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery
(155 SP) and Battery C, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery (105) were attached to the lst
Squadron from 8 thru 29 December in support of operations north of VO DAT in the "Rice
Bowl! area. To facilitate coordination, a lialson team from the 54th Artillery Group
was provided the. Squadronts Fire Support Coordinator (FSCOORD) to assist in-.coordination
and control of the three batteries (How 1-11, B-2-35, C-7-9). Howitzer Battery, 2nd
Squadron was placed OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 319th Artillery Fire Direction Center (FDC).
Operation CEDAR FALLS was the first time the Regiment (minus the lst Squadron) operated
its artillery from an artillery base instead of remaining with the squadrons. The two
howitzer batteries were placed OPCON to the 3rd Battalion, 319th Artillery which’ was
providing support for the llth Armored Cavalry and the 173rd Airborne Brigade from fire
support bases (F8B) in the vicinity of BEN CAT. The result of the consolidation
facilitated coordination ard enabled fires to be massed with minimum delay.

(d) Ordnance Expended:

NOVEMBER
Howitzer Battery, lst Squadron . . « « » 2960
Howitzer Battery, 2nd.Squadron « . « « « 3040
Howitzer Battery, 3rd Squadron . . . . . 924

Totals « « « « « 6924

DECEMBER
Howitzer Battery, lst Squadron « . . . » 3196
Howitzer Battery, .2nd Squadron « » o .. » 2077

.
.
.
-
.
N
wv
@
O

Howitzer Battery, 3xd Squadron
Totals « « « « « 7862

JANUARY
Howitzer Battery; lst Squadron

..
. .
.o .
. .
. .
O e
W [
3 oo
® .|

Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadron

-
.
.

-
.
~3
w
(=]
(%3

Howitzer Battery, 3rd Squadron
Totals « « » » 18223
TOTAL RpUNDQ EXPENDED‘?OR THE ‘QUARTER . . . 33009

5. «(U) Training.

a. Unit Training, Unit.level training ‘included maintenance OJT, and weapons
familiaxization and proticiency firing conducted regularly throughout the period.
During the month of November aii increase in Operacional comnuitments prevented extensive
unit level training, however periods between operations ‘were utilized to evaluate and

\
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ingrove sl411 levels in village operaticns, tunnel exploration and. destruction, pat
rolling, and small wndt tecticcl employments Support squads in dtwored Cavalry
Platoons tiore trained for employment in bottery, and skill levels in mortar FNC opere-
stins wore improveds Simdlar training was contimued when possible through Decembor
and Jarmany,

. be Replocement Training: In accordance with USARV and' IT FPORCE V requirew
ments, replacements newly arrived in the Repiment from ossigmments outeafwcountry roe
ceived a progren of instruction eimed at f£i11ing the gop between Vistnam.oriented iroin.
ins conduched out-of-country, and actusl ccubat operationse During the month of Nove
emcox and thm-12 Decomber, the individuel squadrons wore requirod o pregent-thei» om
‘forty.hour program of instruction for replacenents, based upon guidancg provided in
USAIV Regulation 350-1, TIFFORCE V Training Circular Mumber 1 and 2 recommended program
of instruction publishad by the Regimental S-3,

Effective.12 Lecember; a fiftyutwo hour program of instruction wos initiated uncer
the supervision of’the Regimental Training Officer; and conducted by a codre of six
HCOts (two from ecch squadron), 1ith assistance fram 919th Engineer any, 37th
ledical Company, and the Rezimental .Aviaticn Platoons -(See Inclosure k).

The expansion of the yrogran fron forty to fifty-two hours was done to provide
additional timo necessary to prosent training in tectics peculiar to amored cavelry

units in Vietnam, and familiarization training an the mumerous new items of equipment
amployod in the Regiment, .

During Operdtion CEDAR FLLIS in Jamary,.as a result of .increased personnel losses
duo to cosuclties, coupled with normal projacted losses, it became necessary to initicte
on aceolorated progras of instruction for replacenments, aimed at reducing the time log
totwaen the arrival of a roplacement, and his.availability for arployment as o nenizy of
his new wmit. Thé fifty-two hour progren was rediced to forty hours, to be preseniec
over & four day period, While operating under the accelersted program was conbiuued
ordy witil. the shorbege of persomnel in line umits was allevicted, at which tino the
program rovorted o the fifty-two hour, six and cne half day schedules

Based wyon experiences during Operation CEDAR FiLLS, the accelexctod progran wos
revicwed ad-stendardized for use as a contingency plan, in the even’ of a persunnel
shertope sindlar to that.which occurred during that overation, (Sée Wnclosure k).

Tne bo the lipcssibility of predicting the date of arrival of a given mmber of
replacomanibs, it is-necassaxy thot the program be conductod on a continual basise |
Whether the cless receiving the idstruction is one mon or one hundred-men, the classes
axo srageited in the same sequences s & result, a replacement ‘can begin the courss on
any dey of the waek, and have received all the instruction at the end of seven dayse

During the period 12 Decerber 1966 to 3L Jamary 1967, a-total of 148 replecements
campleted the program of instruction,

¢, lNow Zquipment Training: Since arriving in.country, the Regiment has rce
coived 2 mumber of new items of equipment, vhich, because-they are new to the inventory
of itews. aveilable ‘to widts, are unfardliar to perscnnel within the. Begimert, In order
to vrovide personnel with the basic knowlodge necessary to troin at unit level with
theso items,. training-teams fra both within the Regimont and fram comands cutside
tho Regiment presented -classes to selacted persomnel. These personncl wore later
utilized as instructors at squadren, troap/:eanpnny/battery lovel to.familiarize ine
dividuals on o noed to know ‘bosis on the vardous itens of new equijmont,

(1) Acw B:jidé‘ing. ¥ollowing vhe development of the-.CIV launched bridging
systam by the US Army Engineer School, and tie delivery cf the equijment to ircops within
tho Regiment, & training cdvisory team was eetoblishod to assist units in amgembly of tho
various components of tho system and sae of the techniques utilized in its employmont.

. {2) DMIGE1.  Basod upon experisnoes of the various units' inecountry armed
with the XMISEL, the Aymy 'lacpons Commond' determined that the gource of the mejority
of Ihe malfunotions experenced with the weabon in the field wae o lack of inowledge
on.‘the proper methode of care, clearing, and maintenanca., Duiing November a-training
terafraa Werpons Camend prosented eigh% hours of instruction to selecled persomel fram
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the squadrons on’ the MIEEL, 1tnmgallma, and its gmx‘h;ticﬁ. Thess personnsl vere
subsequently utilized by. the squadrons’ in.presenting similgr dnstruction ot wndt level,
" (3) MOUB Gronado Launchors As vith the LMGEL, o treining toon fray the.
Woepens C.mand jrosentod instruction 1o .selected personnel from the squadrons, who
subsequently prosented. similar instruction ot unit level. :

) (L) WL Systeme A8 a TFosult:of restrictions placed upon the emyLoymerib
of ‘this syatem, .o troining team was ‘requested through II'FFORCE V in. Jenuary -and in.
struction was. subsoquently received by sslected persomnel in the Alr Cavalry Troops
As a Tesult, the Repiment now has five perscnnel who have boen certified as qualified
tmthe nandling of this mmnition, and fouy alrcrewy certified 28. qualified to emplioy

ho system. X I e :

. (5) 1109 Howitser, During Joumary, the ¥hree.Howibzer Duiteries in the
Teginent exchanged their MI08 Howitzers for'ML098. In order’ to- facilitpte-the rotraid.
ing of the gun crews, twelve men per batiery were sont -to various batieries in the
Sth Artillery Grow) equipped with the M09, to became familiar with the equijment and

its operation.

de Specialized Trainings:

» (1) Twinel Opérations, During November, 5'EM and ong officer fram 915th
Engineer Compony attended a six howr block of instruction on tunnel operations, which
included techniquos of expleration and destruction. Training was conducted by the
588th Engincer Group ot CU CHI. These 8ix persornel were utilized to assist in traine
ing other tinnel toams within the Regiment. :

%2) Recondo Schéols _ As o first-step in organizing a Long Range Reconnalse
gance Patrol (IRNP) tithin the Regiment, twelve men were selected from the squadrons

and the Aty Cevalry Troop to form the muclous of two 8ix man teams, These two teams
wexe %o o uced to estghlish operational technioues and investigato problems -which might
erise im gumorting a LiRP, * 4s-a means of insuring a high state of training within these
two teuns, a1l twelve men were sent to the MACV Reconido School ab Nii TRLNG. Of the
twalve; only one man eompleted the thres week courses The principal shorteoming on the
rard, of the eleven men ¥ho failed to complete the course was a laok of knowledge of baslc
map reading. Six of the eleven also failed'to meet minimm physicel fitness-standards.
It is felt that those dropped for map realing as well as the onas for physical condition-
ing weuld probably have been able to complete the course, but for those two aress. The
two principal causes -of the failures was the lack of- definitive guidance of entrance
requirementa coupled with the need for pre=school refyesher training on particular areas

strossed by the schocl,

6. (U) iviatione

e, Goneral: During the reporting period, the last aviation elament (Air Cave
alyy Twoop) organic to the Regimént arrived inecountry in December. The following nonth
its equipmont exrived by ship and was off loaded-ab YUNG TAU, Prior to the-arrivel of
the Mir Cavalry Troopts. adrcraft its. £1ight persomnel flew missions with other aviation
wito in.ccuntry ond assisted. the Regimentel Aviation Platoon, Aviation operations were
varied and experienced 2 marked increase over the last quarter, Aotivities includeds 860
cambab-sorties, 7,953 combat support sorties, 9,2k troops sirlifted, and 199 tons of
cargo moveds These results achieved within the resources- of the Regimental Aviation
Platoon and the Squadron Aviation Sections.

’ b, Employment: Aviation resoucces were utdlized and employed bosed on the
type of aircraft and weapons systems availables UHwLC helicopters provided:

(1) Reaction forces against ambush forces and sites;
(2) River surveillance coverage and route reconnaissance;

(3) Escort for Ul-1D's diring medicsl gvocuations, cambab tioop lifts
and resuyply missions into unsecure -areas.of operations,
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UE-1D aireraft were principally utilized for- sjeaker é.nd,lgaéi:et':drp'p rissions,
comand and edntrol, combat trcop 1ift, logisbical: troop 11fL,-coego missions, ‘ag:d .
medival everuation (DUSTOFF). Ilisison and-acministrative support were 2lso previded
by the Ul-1D1s, R

The OI-23Gfs were utilized meinly ‘for command and control, rgconna!.ssance, and
fire adjnstinent at-équadron level,

.¢. Techniques: The oxganic aircraft provide the Regiment with- command and
contcol support.for the Regimental Headquarters, command and control for each squadron
and for the Air Cavalry Troop, aerial fire support in the form of a rapid reaction force
(Aero-Scout Platoons), aerial artillery support (Heavy Weapons/Aerial Artillexy Platoon
for employment against known targets, and a mobile air-ground intelligence gathering and
jimited reaction force (Aero-Rifle.Platoon).. .

- Each of the three aviation sources (squadron aviation' sections,, regimental aviation
platoon.and air cavalry troop) within the Regiment have been tailored to 'meet the needs
of the unit -being supported. The.Regimental Aviation Platoon.provides five.OH23fs'for
command and.control.support within the Regimental Headquarters, one UH-1D equipped with
command: and control radio conscle for the-Regimental Commander and five UH-1Ds for general
support of the Regiment. Each squadron has 4 OH-23Gs for command and control suppori.

ds Meointenonces

(1) Adrcreft availability for the roperting pericd of the Regimente
Aviction!Platoonts and squadron aireraft were as follows:

N DEC  Jam Vg
V-1 814  86%  Transferred 83,5%
V1D 8% 918 674 82,35
(OH~23% ) 59% 828 51% 605
neuivmert deadlined for maintenance:
Ui-10 9% 4%  Tronsferred 11.5%
map - 1F 9% BE 1765
OH-23G 195 6% U8E 27.6%

(2) The increased equipment deadlined for maintenance -(E.DsM,) for the
ronth of January, resulted from a resh of tail boom feilures on the UhwlD!s.

(3) During the month of Jenuary, the 398th CHAY Detachment started to
move into the Blackhorse Base Camp, thus providing on site direct suppert meintenance for
the Regiment!s aircraft, This move shoulc produce greater efficiency and facilitete najn-
tonance support for the foriy-eight helicopters currently stationed in the buso carpe

7. (U). logistics.

2. General: During whe reporting period the.llth ‘\mored:pa[vg:.:l.ry negimen"b ani
attached units have been-adequately supported by the 29th General Supodrt Group, 3uth
Gonoral Support Group and' the.Llth'liedical Brigade,

b. Evaluation of the lozistical support rendcred the Regiment.

(1) Class I - Class-I.sdpport has been provided by the lst Logistical
Command Forward Support Area  (FSA) located in the Regimental Base Camp at LONG GIA0
(YS 4497). Support has’been adequate with the exception of icé deliveries to -the FSA.
The average delivery has been 5000-5500 pounds which when-divided equally amoudts to 600-
900 1bs per 1000-1100 headcount. The ‘basic components-of an-ice plant were delivered on
19 January to the base. camp' for installation by Pacific Architects and-Engineers (PAKE).
However, since the initial delivery, construction has not started. The basic materials
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required to construct the facilities that house the plant have never been delivered
even though the conctruction manager is available on site. Since the arrival of the
components the cooling tower has since been retrieved by. PAXE officials at LONG BINH
to replace one at that location that was damaged by a carelessly operated bulldozer.

LR oot Foga

(2) .Class II and-IV. The only major item of equipment not yet received
is; 9 Launcher M60Al; FSN 5420-889-2020; UIC WAY6TO; RQN No. A23640-6082-0093; 1PD-02. _
Until January 1967 the Regiment was required to return to the-field depot to pick up
Class II and IV major end items and supplies. Since then Claés II and IV supplies and
equipment have been shipped to the 505th Supply and Service Company located at .the FSP
in the Regimental Base Camp.

24
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(3) Class III = The Regiment is supported by the 64th QM Battalion (POL),
Class III  support has been outstanding throughout the reporting period.

Crrs YA

(4) Class V - The Regiment receives Class:V support from the 3rd Ordnance
Battalion ASP located at LONG BINH. Planned construction of an ASE in the 11lth Arwored
Cavalry Base Camp has been postponed pending the availability of engineer support in-
accordance with established base camp development priorities. The, ASR on selected items
of Class V has-restricted the employment of 105mm howitzers, 4.2 iortars, M79 grenade
launchers,-aerial rockets,. claymore .mines; however the ammuniticn.avaiiszble has been
adequate -to support all operations plauned or conducted to date.

RGN A AT

(5) Maintenance. Direct support maintenance is provided the
Regiment by the 188th Maintenance Battalion. In all areas, with the exception of
signal, the maintenance support has been excellent. Signal supgort has not been
satisfactory due to an insufficient float stock at direct support (DS) level and
an apparent shortage of signal repair parts at all echelons of malatenance support.
Currently 71 radio components have been job ordered to DS for more than 30 days.
17 radios have been ordered for over 90 days.

PR DN

{ Ce Transporcétion: The Regiment lacks orgamic transportation to effect
unit distribution for supplies from the Regimental Trains FSA to its subordinate.
units. A request for additional transportation assets has been subnitted by command
letter.

ds Services:

(1) Iaunéry, Leundry facilities have been provided by Quortermaster
Tawndry Conbrast #IMJBI167-C~86, since 6 Decomber 1965, Turing the perdod 12 December
1966 to il Jarusvy 1967, the sexvice was unsatisfactory because. of an ungoniracted

e ingut of launcry, Since 1l Jamiary the service has Leen exceptional, One loundry

H and bath team from the S06th Supply and Service Company provides sexrvicus in the
X base zamy and during combat operations, ’

(2) Graves Repistrotion - Graves registretion is provided by the
506th. Supply and Service Camany. ’ '

a, ledical:

E (1) General, Medicel activitics during the reporting period declt
9 primarily with the initial treafment of wounds, and evacuation of cusualties and
? the diarnosis end-treatment of individuel afflictions, Servicca wore dlso rendered
in the form:of MEDCAPS in tnjunction with oivic action projects cmd{ucted»:in the

K.

LMK KHAHET and BINE TUY Proviness, Cver o thinsand Vietnamese received medical
“' sttention renging from respiratory disorders to acute diet deficiencins. Evacuvation
A ’ A of cacualties is princinelly by air (90%) utilizing DUSTOFFS and/or organis

helicopterss 1L wouhded patients in the ield wers-dir cvacusted.

(2) Disecses. lelaria econtinmues to e the mowt fraguently anciuntered
infestious &lcoace during the querters In the month of Dacomber thexe were 21

cases; an increase over Hovembor. lHowover there were only 9 cases in Januery.

3 The vesultant decrease cam be traced to greater emphasis on individual protective
b measures b the lowavr Jovels of command and the wmore liberal use of aerinl. and

i grownd gproy insocticidess It is.expected that-this downward {vend should

4 cenbinus inFelaucry, .
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\3 (3) Zvacuation and hospitalizaticn,
{8) Type:
}; Diseasc - 193
2 Injury - 69

3 mHI- 91

(b) Logations

1 93rd Evacuation Hospital - 287
2 3¢ Field lospital -1
3 3rd Surgical Eospital - 23
L st Medicel - U
5 cigh Svacuztion Hospital - 26
6 12th Zvacuation Hespitel - 2

(¢) FEvacvaticn (fransfors):

3th Sracuation Hospital - 36

o -

6th Convalescence Hospital.Cam Rahn Bay - 21
3 21st C57 TSN AFB (COWUS & Japan) = S
£, Problem ireas:

(1) Problem - the 11th drmored Cavelry Regiment does mot have.an
organdic supporh battalién or support command.

(2) Discussion.

(a) The 1lth-Armored Cavalry Regiment is not organized or equipped
to provide regimental level combat service support for subordinate and attached units.
Complete dependence is placed on the Field Army Support Command (FASCOM) for logistical
support. Tactical operations in Vietnam require FASCOM elements to be-tailored to-
provide responsive direct support. ‘Combat support must be -provided-on an attached,
supporting or mission-type basis as required by the regimental mission and the distance
that its elements are operating from the logistical base. Field Army Support should
include the following units or elements thereof:

1 Engineer water purification team

2 Signal direct: support detachment

Madical comeny and aeromedical evacuction units
DiFect surmort naintenence units:

Jrmy Postal Unit

Guartermastor beth and clothing exchenge team

Quertermaster graves registration team

foe N 1ot I w

Direct sivyjort aircraft riaintenance company

‘o

Transportetion medium truck empany elomonts
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Transportation heavy truck company (tank transporters)

lH
=

Mobile supply points

Military police platoon

Iw
N

Civii affairs team

—
W

(b) Some of .the above  support units have been provided to the Regi-
ment by attachment such as the 919th Engineer Company, 37th Medical Gompany, and llth
AA Plt, 2nd CA Co ‘Civil Affairs team. Maintenance suppoxt is. provided on an area sup-
port basis from the 29th General Support Group by the 188th Maintenance Battalion with
the 551st Light Maintenance Company .attached., A postal team from the 4lst APU attached
to the 188th Mainténance Battalion is located in XUAN LOC to provide area postal service.
In addition the 266th QM Battalion has the mission of dperating a forward supply point
in the. Regimental Base Camp which includes a laundxy and bath detachment and a graves
registration team from the 506th Supply and Service Company. The 506th Supply and Service
Company is presently moving from the LONG BINH area to the Regimental Base ‘Camp to provide
a formal stock record account for Class II and IV supplxes. The 505th Supply and Service
presently operates a Class I point and a Class ITI-II1A point in the base camp. The Regi-
ment receives direct support aircraft maintenance on an area basis from the 34th -General

.Support Group and has received attachment of a Transportation Aviation Maintenance

detachment,

(¢) The Regiment does not have transportation truck elements, mobile
supply points or a military police platdoon; these units are required to provide com-
plete combat service suppert to the Regiment.

(3) Action taken by .the ‘Regiment to correct the problem ~ A command.
letter requesting attachment of a support battalicn has been submitted thru CG II
FFORCE V -to CG USARV.

8. (U} Psychological Operations and- Civic /Action

a. The psychological warfare effort of the ilth Armored Cavalry Regiment is
suppertéd by the 10th Mobile Field Propaganda Team from the 246th Psychological Oper-
ations Company in BIEN HOA. In the peried November 1966 thru January 1967, the team
cond :cted 58 pSychOlochal warfare operations, in which there were 2,955,500 leaflets
dropped and 52.2 ‘hours of broadcast time. The psycholog1ca1 operations for thls.quarter
can gcnprally be divided. into two types; direct tactical support of squadron operations
at ‘the request of the squadror and operations which are originated.by the Field Team
itself ‘based on its intelligence and targeting.. Significant psychological warfare
activities.of. the quarter were as follows: .

(1) 'The establishment of rapport and intelligence sources with the various
government agencies operating in tha area avound the base camp- at LONC GIAO. Assoclations
developed with Sub-sector and Sector officials-has enabled the Regiment to conduct psy-
chological operations without duplicating the efforts of oth:r agencies or leaving gaps
in the areas covered. The establistment of a close working relationship with the LONG
KHANH Province Chieu Hoi Center has provided the team with material for troadcasts and
leaflets and- intelligence for potential PSYOPS targets. Intelligence gaiaed by the
team was also used in tactical operations by the Regimant. HOI CHANS (rerurnees) pro-
curred by ‘the team have led 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment forces to two VC base camps
on one occasion and identified forty VG families on another occasiion.

(2) The team has gupported six cordon and search operations using gerial
broadcasts immediately after the area was sealed off telling the people the purposz
of the operation and to give them general instructions. For the most part, the instruc-
tions were complied with thus facilitating the operation.

(3> Loudspeaker missions were employed extensively during Operation CEDAR
FALLS appraling to the VC in the area to surrender. This produced a .number of ralliers
who were utilized to-make ‘live broadcasts to their former comrades within a few hours
after they turned themselves in. This proved very -successful in producing more ralliers.
On one occasion, six VG came out and turned themselves in while a formexr comrade was
broadcasting to them.
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Al (4) During the month of January, the team planned, in conjunction with ¥i 3
Provincial agencies, a joint TET Campaign for LONG KHANH Province to encourage VG of ,%

the area to rally during or after the TET season. A copy of the plan is attached a3 A ;

inclosure 2. In support of the Blackhorse psychological warfare effort, the 246th 4 :

Psychological Operations Company produced eight special leaflets for the Regiment. The

special and stock leaflets dropped during the quarter are inclosed.in inclosure 3 to
this report.
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B. Civic Action: Civic action (CA) activities during the quarter included
MEMA?S, transpofting and dispensing of foodstuffs to needy Vietnamese families and the
initiation of Cngiish lamuaae classes, An effective and rceponsive system was also
devised.for ai.‘t‘ecting coordination between the many locol agencies concerned with CA
matters ané projects,
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(1) In November the Regimental S=5 estnblished excellent and valuable
relationships with the local Vietnamese officials, from Province level down to many of
the local villazes. This firm foundation of good will has been of great value on sub-
sequent CL projects.

.,“5437
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(2) During the month of December, the 11lth ‘rmored Cavalry conducted MED- !
CiPs ih SUL Ci, CAM MY anc TAMI'PHOMG, treating a botal of 520 patzents. During the

MEDCAP of CiM HY, the village school officials asked-for dssistance from the Regiment.
Acting on théir request, supplementel foodstuffs were denated and CARE school kits were
; requeshcd. During the month, 5,500-1bs -of n:d.k, cocking oil, and rice were donated to
. needy fomilies, The Blocz.horse co.sponsored with D.Lstrict officials a Christmas party
‘) at TN PHONG on 2l December 1986, Tuo bridbes and cight culverts were constructed
during the pericd, and one pleyground repeired, XIffective 15 December 1966, the 1ith

: M Platoon of the 2nd . Civil Mfairs Company wes attached to the Regiment.

»Wu{‘mw » qrwwa

D M

(3) ‘During the mohth of January, the 1ith irmored Cavalry. performed MEDCAPs
at Bl LOC, feedinn over 40O people while they were: being screened and questioned during
2 cordon and scorch oporation, Of the rice coptured cduring Operation CEDAR FALLS, the g

[ T IS R

Regiment arranged for the evacuation of 175 tons, which were subsequently donated to
USAID for cistribution to neody families, MCDCaPs contimued to be conducted throughout
‘the nonth; a totel of 450 patients were ircated during the month. In addition, the
Degiment assistéd the sub.secctor advisor and his counterpart in drawing up a rehabili- Iy
tation plan for the District Headquarters Compound, which included.Popular Force depen- i
don’ housing. This plan will serve as the basis for a civic action project in which
the 21th Jrmored Cavalry will be a participant, Inglish cla.sses were started at the
end of Jonuary with en initial class of 25 students,

[P R
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(4) During the quarter, ccntinued emphasis was placed on the necessity
for close liaison and coordination between US and Vietnoriese personnel responsible
for the conduct of civic action urojects. This cocrdination has: helped reduce dup-
lication of effort and brought about & free exchange of info:rmation and ideas.
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SECTION IT 22-

GOHMANDER'S OBSERV/TIONS AND’!ECCHM:NDATIONS

1. OBSERVATIONS (Lessons Learned)
a. (U) Operations.
(1) Item; Alr Strikes.

Discussion: When-light' Viet.Cong contact is gained in jungle ter-
rain.the immeciate use of TAC.Air oftea momentarily delays the ground elements from
moving agaxns‘ the enemy. Thus imnediat2 contast is frequently lost and in some
cases never ragainéd.

Observation: Air support should be -used- judiciously and commen-
surate with avaflable ground i forces and- firepower and the enemy force being engaged.

(2) Item: Treatment of Villagers.

Discussion: In villages of considerable size.being searched early
in the morning (prior to br eakfast) consideration should be given to the‘feeding of
the villagevs. It becomes .a.real hardship and a source of agitation for families
held hours in the open awaiting interrogation. Womenmd children should be segre-
gated, chécked, and released as soon as possible, thus minimizing the hard feelings
generated by the séarch. This enables the wives to return home and go about their
household ‘tasks- while the search for concealed men- continues. It also allows the
families to- réturn with food and water for the men awaiting interrngation.

Observation: To avoid.qiiénatipg"ah entire village during search
operations, women and young children should be checked and relcased as quickly as
possible. R

(3) Item: Control of aerial fire support.

Discussion: The problem of achieving maximum utilization of gun-
ships over the ba;tie area can best be-attained by placing them under the .control of
the airborne FAC.. 'Since ‘the FAC is already oriented on‘the battle-avea while the
gunships are-usually responding to a request for fire support from the gréound com-

mander the FAC can immediately direct-the aircraft-to the area in need of support.
T

Observation: The employment of airborne FAC!s for control-of gunships
over the battle area increases their (gunships) tactical utilizatien.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS
a. (U) 1Intelligence

(1) Observation: Combat operations frequently require selected ele-
ments (IPW Tezms) of the military intelligence detachment to accompany each maneuver
sqLadron. In most cases this involves traveling cross country over wough terrain in
hostile territory. Under the detachment!s current configuration (only wheeled vehi-
cles) it is afforded only a limited mobility capability and no protection against
mines and hostile fire.

(2) Recommndation: That military intelligence detachments attached
to armored inits be equipped with four M113 Armored Pexsonnel Carriers. (This recom-
mendav:on has alsc been presented to the MACOV Team currently visiting Vietnam).

b. (U) Training and Organization.
(1) Observation: Combat operations have demonstrated the need for an

M113 Armored Perscnnel.Carrier (mocified) for each engineer platoon leader. The
feasibility of using a %-ton truck as a command and control vehicle in counterguerilla

GROUP 4
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operations is out of the question. Consequently, each platoon leader must ‘satelite
hizmself on one of his already overcrowded squad vehicles for transportation.

(¢3) xecommenda:ien: That the-% .ton_truck authorizel for éach platoon
leader be deleted ‘and a modified M113 be issued in its placé. A USARV Form 47
(request for Equipment in Excéss of Authorized Allowances) has been submitted re~
questing the ‘substitution by the 919th Engineer Company (Armored).

(3) Observation: Operational requirements-habitually require the
engineer platoon leader in direct support of an armored cavalry squadron to monitor
two radio net's. Radios currently authorized call only for aa AN/GRC46 mounted on
a %-ton truck for each platoon leader. A< -a result he is only able to monitor
either the squadron or platoon net bﬁt‘nof both.

(4) Recommendation: Add an'AN/VRC 125 to the presently authorized
AN/GRC46 and-mount the two sets in the M113 previously requestedzfor the platcon
command and control vehicle. A USARV Form 47 has been submitted requesting this
addition by the 919th Engineer Company (Armored).

~ (5) Observation: Numerous suspension.failures.envolving. the M105A2, 1%-
ton Cargo Trailer were experienced on Operation CEDAR FALLS. :At least three
trailers towed by M113's and carrying engineer equipment, demolition gear and’
ammunition for engineer squads sheared the rivets securing the front springhanger
bracket to the frame. A combination of weight and type of terrain traveled contri-
buted to the failure. As a field expedient case hardened bolts were utilized
eliminating any further problems.

. -(6) Recommendation! Design a new tvrailer or modify existing ones to
compensate ‘for the added stress and strain placed on cracked towed trailers. A tem-
porary solution could be the replacement of sheared rivets with"Bolts, case hardened,
3/8" x 1i®, FSN 2530-737-3260. A UER has been submitted through channels indicating
this. deficiency. ;

(7) Observation: The present TOXE for a separate Engineer Company
(Armored) calls for a 12-man squad with transport provided by one M113 Armored
Personnel Carrier. Continuous combat operations have proven that the squad is too
large for the vehicle. This is especially true when it is fully combat loaded with
four engineer squad toolsets and a complete basic load of ammunition.

(8) Recommendation: The squad should and can be reduced in size to 10
men including the driver and squad leader without reducing its overall combat
effectiveness. A request for a change was submitted in October as a modification
to the TO&E.

(9) Observation: There are no provisions for loading equipmert in the
separate Engineer Company (Armored) to support the seven organic S5-ton dump trucks.
In order to utilize these trucks the company must parasite itself on other units
possessing loading capabilities. A pending request for modification of TOXE 5-127F
authorizes three Leader, Scoop, Multisegment bucket, 2% cubic yard.

(10) Recommendation: That this unit's attached engineer company be
issued two loaders to, enable it to more effectiveiy and efficiently accomplish its
engineer combat support missien.

{11} Observation: There is an apparent shortcoming within the elec-
trical saystem of the M113 Armored Personnel Carrier as the Audio-Frequency Ampli-
fier AM 1780's are failing. The fault appears to be in the A520 module board. At
the present time technical representatives from the Electronics Command. (ECGHM) are
studying the problem in an attempt to find a solution.

(12) Recommendation: That this problem be thoroughly analyzed and
that some type of voltage supressor which has been developed, be expedited to the
Regiment for field testing. Arrangements have been made through the ECOM represen-

tatives tc divert approximately 400 voltage supressors to the Regiment when they
arrive in-country.
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{13) Obscrvstion: The.Redor Sct AN/TPS_33 has rroves-to be 2n cxtremoly
scpei tive: dtem of cquipment. Gonscquontly, after being jostlx.d about in-a trncked
vchicle,, it ‘doos not oper:te froperly, In cdditien, in donse mdorgrowth frd»r’
rrdber plant-tions its rango ig grectly reduced clmost rerderdng it uscldss,

(14) Recommendotions Permission is being requcsted to turn in the
N/1PS.33 si"co ‘it s inoffective ard soldom used.

¢; {B)Legictica,

(1) Obgervation: 'Hth the increisc in the nuber:of 2rmed “helicoptcrs
in the inventory, cach mrjor ‘rmyr inst:ll:tion ageds to have qt:lified technienl
personnel Aveileblc to surviec Jnd install-those wonpons systoms. A3 the demonds |
for more and more avintion wnits grow thc:grcc‘bcr wiil Be the need for thcsa
technicicns,

(2) Rogommondstios: Plens shouwld be formulsted and iriticited to pro-
vide 2ach m.jor ~rmy post with quilificd tochnical personnel to Anst-1l and check
hclicopter ue.pons~stﬂasvstens. For smllur posts: x]im. Fort Meado contact teams
could be disprtched: to tho Post-to asa.st tochniesl units supporting “the cviction
unit 1eqvirmg 2ssistonee.

43) Qp,s_gnnﬂgh Aircr‘.ft roceived diroctly from the.factory (Bell) -
for the ~dr Cavalry Troop arrived without their wocpons subsystoms instolled, In
the casc of the M5, AOmn subsyston it required mstll ~tior by depot mrintenance
and required upproxim:tc.ly & weok por cireraft ot tho Fow Cuzberland Lrmy Depot.
This had oo =dverse offect on tho troop's tro.niig. Only. 60%. of its essigned cir-

roft vero svailable for the troop's training tost.

(4) mm;ﬁ_n. Futurc contracts should centzin provigions for
the fo ctory installation of vecpons subsystcms on the airereft prior to delivery
to tho using unit.
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ROSTER OF CQUIMAIDERS
1. Noverber 1956 - 3L Janmuary 1967
1Tth Armored Cavalry Regiment = COL WiTliam Wi Cebb- S

Fazdmzxrters.and  Headquarters Troop, 11th Armored Cavaliy Regiment « .
GPT lxeven L, Doerr i ; ’ .

Ady Caralry Troop, 11th jrmored Cavalry.Regiment - MAS Frendis B, Meidin
1st Squadron, 1lth Armared Cavalry Regiment: - ITC Martin D, Howell

Hesgouxebers and Hesdguarters Troop, 1st Squadron - CPT Richamd . Fanning
(- ®ov - 23 Hiov) LT Franklin F, Wing (2h Nov - § den) GFF Jon E. Badley (5 Jane)

Troop 4, 1st Squadron - CPL. Joim B. Bafloy (1 Nov~25 Dec) CFT John F, Votaw (25 Dacw)
Troop B, 1st Squsdroq ~ CPT Jom R. Leandry

Troop C, 1st Squadron - CPT Robert V. Garrott Jr,

Compeny D, lat Squadron - CFT Bill Peasley

Howddmer Battery, lst Sgquadron --CIT William X, Fraase

2nd Sgundeon, 1lth Armored Cevalwy Regimont « IIC Kibbey M. Horme

Eondouarters end Headquarters Treop, 2nd Squadron - CPT Bob E, Shermberger

Troop F, 2nd Sguadron - CFY Richard M, Midler

Trocp F, 2nd Squadren - CFT Howasd G, Batt

Trosp @, 2nd Sguadron - CPT Glen J. Thorson (L Nowo 24 Jan) CPT Fredric H.
Tisdd (y-Jen )

Corpary H, 2nd Squadront = CPT John G, Russell
Howitacr Batbery, nd Sguadron. - GPT William R. Perry

3rd Squadron, 1lth Axmored Cavalry Regiment = IIC Palmer A, Peteram (I Nov -
26 Deg) IRG Arthur ¥, Cochven (26 Dec =)

Peaiqonrhara and Headquathers Troop, 3rd Squadron » CFT Calvin J, Reese
(1 Koy - 6 Dec) OF Tedd A, Welsh (6 Deg «)

Troop Ty 3rd Squadran - CFT Peter P, Horoschak (1 Nov « 9 Now)
GES Yool Re Pavker (30 Nov =)

Tircop K, 3»d Squadrm - CPT Wayne P. Halstead

vreop I, 3rd Squadran - CPFT Laryy In Mengel

Compary M, 3rd SW « OFT Herbert: ¢, Hertel Jr,
Howitzor Bottery 3nd Squadron - CFF Iecnard Doege

37th Medical Company « CFIL Dennis J, Blais

919th Enginser Corpany (Armored) - CPT Denald J. Crocker
405th Radio Research Detachment - CPT Leo Gentry

33 - 13-1“'
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Slst Mlitay Datachment - CPP Alfred J. Dirska (1 Nov - 18 Nov)
W Cornelivs L. Grey (19 Nov.-)

33rd Chemical Detschment; = 157 James T. Price.

17th PubMc Informaticn Detactment, = MF Paul Hlackwell -(1 Nov'w 7 Decs)
OF? Owon Ditehtiedd (€ -Des -)

284h W 3itexy Hictory Detachmant - MAJ Bruse R, ¥ilssm
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TET CANPAION - 1967 LOUG KHANH FROVICE

1, The 1967 TET" Cammaign in 10HG KHANH Provinoce is a 0
provincs md dissvict officlals, - USAID, VIO and i4ha S-5. of the 1lih Armored
Savalwy Regimend,

padisig

RN

2. The chicctives of the carpaign ares

ot

a, To produce ths mediun number of Viet Cong/MVN defsctors thus ro-
< dueirz the Viet Cong's effoctiveness.

b. To consolidate the ivsults of the pest: yorr through a program for
the returncos and theiv familics, i

g ¢. To exploit the Psy war potmiial of ony raliders during TET,.

5 3. On 5 January 1967, a planning canforcnes was hold with tho various

2 participating agmecies. Responsibilitics were delinescted-with the 11th Armored
[ Cavalry Reginent: ]

5 g

8. Prociring Safo Gondu.ct Passcs.

b, Making taped recordings by ralliors for employnont against-main
forco and guerrilla wnits ond Viet Cong supparters. Tho toxts for the rallicrs:

to be- furnished by the GAIRU HOI Conber

¢. Producing o rodlier leaflot displaying two rooent rallicrs, Texts
3 will be supplicd by tho CHIEU HOI Centor,

p: d» Procuring supplies for a tea party to be given to retwmoes and
£ their farilies. An cstimated 200 persous are expected to bo in attendadeol

In cd¢ition boys, cckes, clothes, blankets, cooking oil and sports cquipment
% will be nceded. ‘ -

li. The: Reginont's plan for the preparction and reprodustioh of the speaial
0T looflots consists of fowr phases.

8, Fhaso I - Preparction (1 - 2 Jenuary)
(1) Organization andplanning eénterenee.
(2) Proparation of loatlots, lottors from province chiofs.to

returncos md Viet Cong fanilics, tonnors, slogans, ond commmity bulletin
boords, -

3
5
"
2
%S

)

R

b. Phase IT Pro~TET. (27 Jamary - 5 Fobruary)

(1) Prosentation of £ilms by a mobile audio = visual unit through-
out the villoges and hamlots of TG KIAH Province tolling obout TET wnd GVI!
poidcies,

(2) The adr drop (Blnckhorso aircraft to be utilised) of o Yotter
fron tho prm.nco chiaf appeeling to the-Viet Cong to retum to the Govornnoent.

(3) Erociicn and disply of bamners, slogans and bullstin boards
in the villoges and hanlots,

&
-3
o

y () Preporation and broadensting of prevecorded apooals by ro-
\ turneos to tho thalr former comrados. )

° (5) Rogquost Viet Cong fardlios to wrdto lottors to tholr monfolk
nppocling to thed to rally wnder the CHIEU:HOI Progrm.

¢ 21
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(6) Obtain the assistance and develop the confidence of the relig- ~
ious organizations by 1nviting their represer:atives to an orientation tour of
-the CHIEU. HOI Center.
c. Phase III - TET (6-14.Februavy)

) Ai:-drop locally produced . dnd Blackhorse Tet leaflets and
Jetters from Premier- Ky dand the province- chief.

(2) Conduct aerial, vehicular and stationary broadcasts.
(3) Disseminate Tet posters thourgh Revolutionary Development cadres.

(4) Present films with cultural drama groups augmented by armed
propaganda teams extolling the CHIEU HOI Program.

(5) Conduct tea party for returnees and their families at the CHIEU
HOI Center. Local officials and prominent citizens will also be invited to attend.

d. Phase IV - Post Tet (15 - 25 February)
(1) Continue leaflet drops and broadcasts.

(2) Encourage Tet ralliers to write letters to former comrades
and make recordings, appealing to them to rally to the GVN.

{3) Continue sending letters.to families of Viet Cong soliciting
them to have their loved onés return to the GVN.

2 Inclosures
1 - The Spring.Letter
2 - Air Missions for TET Campaign

:ﬁ‘;, Page 2:0f 2 Pages
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THE:SPRING IETTER

FROM: 1dctitaiont Colonokesssses, Chairmati- 6f the CHIGU-HOL Comdttos of -LONG-
KGLIH Provinse, : ' F T

T0: My Friends of the Iiboration Front of South Vietnam Operating in LN
KIANH Provines:

3y Daax Friends,

Lors than 20 years ago, the spring fiswars did not bloam, Nos after 20
years, blood and tears are still flowing in our lovely land,

Tt iz coming - But there are no more fostivals in the spring and there
ean be no more beautiful firecrackers or delicious cakes, The amiles on
peoples faces cannot hide the great misery of owr fellow citizens.

Who is responeibls for this wnfortunate situation? Certainly it is not you,
but the commmist leaderse They are destroying hunoen sentiments while on the
home front, in South Victnam, the people are living a wonderful life, gathored
arownd ‘the fireplace and waiting for tho.new spring.

At this time, when owr people are preparing t0 enjoy the New Year, I remember
associating wilh you, dear sons of the fathorlond, who remsin in the enemy's
Zines cf the battle fiaid, I do not know where you sre, elong the aprings, up in
the ficlda, dom in the walleys, o in the wildomess. What are you doing dweing
these sprdng dxys? Do the copmemdsts give you dime to yest end to ihvink aiout
Tet or (¢ you apprassed by your ceual mastcrs, the VW ehefs?

The camrmrdst Jesders compel you 4o stougple m without regard for the wele
fara of your fwidiies md loved ones. They offer you a yesr filled with the 't~
certzinuies af war;, & yeoxr in which you - face the risk of sudden death ~ this ia
the. 5@ callad VG Happy New Yaor.

At this time you dare not think sbout the- happineus of your families, diring
Tet, wiih rod wabermeion, grean rice czkes, good smelling tee and good #ine, Do
your Lermily's lablars yeach you? What ere yowr parenis, wife and children thinke
sng shout you? You ave for awsy. I know you think of them and miss them very
much, esmecially ab the end of the year. The New Year is coming, bub hawr can
you join your family to enjoy Tet and sheww _;in the mutual heppiness, meet your
dbllgations to your paventz as thedr grobeful son and ba a geed hushand ond good
fothor? I is elmost dmpossible for you, beeeuse yon ave aluays oppressed Ly
the VC. in the Jungla.

T abaonno is the cause of endless sorrow for your family, Your parents,

T2 ord childron weep so much because they have nctesen or hecrd from you in a

Yong time. OF cowrsa Teb is not complote if ono marber of the family in sdbacnt,

AX1 the people arae bapoy, except you and your family. I am acxry for the unhapw
pinesg in yowr famlily, but you alone cen provide the curo for it.

A% the spirituck time of tha New Year, DINH MUI TET, I do not know what. eamfors I
can give you in youe sorrows. I hope you are willing to accept my secred wizhes
£or good heelih, perseverance md your successful escaps frem VO eizvery, Tou
hava enough ine to think it over and retwrn before Tot, evaryane is walling for
you. During these holidays adl the army and civilian aponcies ara instructed to
£ind overyvey possible for yon %o join -the CHIEU HOI Program so thet you can join
your family son and share with them the love and warmth of bedng together onoe

2gain,
29
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I wish you a very . New Year :and hope-that Fou my answer the CHIEU BOX
:alld mt 8o theb :;a can Join t:olgho‘*ﬂ* w“;.; b.xilding this natdon, Victaam, to glwy
ud. gyeatners, .49 f.younay ve a 1ifes, With ; love
family-and ow 2e1low C1tivd 4y 1o, yog wam and Lavely

iovingly yours,
Province Chief
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SCHEDUIE F ATR MISSIONS 1967 TET CAMPATGN

DATE AND TIME CONSUMED

18 Janvewy 1967 (2 Hours)

20 Jenuery 1967 (2 Rours)
2l samuary 2967 (3 Fours)
#36 Jamuary 1967 (3 Bours)

27 January-1967 (3 Hours)
30 Jemuary 1967 (2 Houvs)
#S Pebruary 1967 §3 Hours)
#6 February 1967 (2 Hours)
#] February 1967 (3 Howrs)

3 Folrruary 1967 (3 Hours)

/" # Indicates Priorily Mesims

¥C Villages
VC Ares

VC Base Camp
Civilian Aroes
VC Hamlets
Probsbla VC
Arens

Highway #1
Highway #1

VC Centers

3l

ACTION
Tape - Civilian Assistant
QRF

Rallier leaflects
Tape - Dad Uy Sang

Ralliee Tepes and Safe
Conduct Pessas

Proadeast - Provinca Chief
leaflst - Premicr Ky Isaflst

-Broadeast - Relly - Safe
Conduet Passos

Brodacast = Rally - Ieaflet
Drop

{Morning) Broadeast . TET
Gresting leaflsts

(Afternom) Broadeast « TET
Oreetjng Leaflets

(Morning) Lotest Tape

Page 1 of 1 Page
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PSY/OPS IEAFIETS AND SAFE CONDUCT PASSES

SU3IEGe: Teaflst Translaxition

V.C. Soldiers - ATTENTION

. We hope you will have & happy Tet, We knw
that . you, do not have as much food for Tet a8 ilis

Freé Vietnamese people. Ry ths soldiers- of the

11th-Armored Cavalry Rag:l.mn’o, hope that you will

‘rallv now .80 that. .you can ‘have a hnppy Tet with

your fam]ies .and frignds, When_ you hacve ra.uied,
youxill have enough food, mdicine and & good job,
’l‘his ise- -a.,good’ occaai.on for you to rally- a.nd make

.a:new 1ife in the year of 196?.

W“Waﬂmmmmw::
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SURJECT: ILeaflet translation

XT3 Typhoid Fever
: Do you ever have the chills or a fever?

4 Do you suffer from gericus headaches? If you do,
; these)m symtons of the jungle fever (Typhoid
i Fever).

Asymkmwmwotymniendshmdied
because of this sickness, Fer amralmﬂmthey
-yaduﬂbeacmnwamthimr Only your
Camanding of ficer gets medicine, Ifymthe
~soldimdm'tnmtogetsickanddieyaumt
rally to the national cause, The GVN will help you.
Come and rally at the Chieu Hol Center where thers
4 is medicine and a doctar who will treat you well,

33
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: SUBJECT's PSYCPS Message
i THEMG: 20 Years iore???
| .
g,; ENGLISH TRANSIATION: Soldier in the VC Ranks:
i .
2 Your communist leaders in NVN are willing to go on
3 fishting.’ The -high party officials ih Fanol ave with their
1 families every day. They do not suffer the hardships of
& living in tle jungle. They do nob risk their lives, Their
| families never worry about their willl being, bub how aboub
X you, the fighters? Are you willing to go on fighting? Just
! think of it friends! What will become of your families as
ié time passes? Will your parents still be alive? Will your
;i children.grow up not knowing their father? And how about
. your wife? Don't go on fighting far the high officials in
! Banoi, or .for the empty promises you hear day after day,
B Rally to the GV, The GVN guarrantees that you and your
gx family will be.properly fed, clothed, and medical treatment.
ﬁ Don't wait any longer. Rzlly Nowlll!l
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SUBJiCT: Isarlet Translation
"nT:  Attention VO Soldiers of the 275th Regiment

Do you wish to die in an umarked grave?
100 soldiers of the 275th VC Degiment were killed
by the U.S. Army vhen they tried to ambush. an
11th Armored Cavalry convoy on 2 December 196u
Hany more were wounded, Your lives will always be
endangerd by bombs ahd- artillery, and you must- be
seperated from your family: ¥ Tou must rally to the
GVl vhich vill help you create a netr and prosperous
life for your families. If you do not rally you
face only a .lonesome death or capture with the VC,
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SUBSECTs. Leaflet:Trenalation
TEXT: Yew Yoar's. Greeting

‘The Blackhorse Regiment-wishes the pecple’ of
Long Fhanh a prosperous and happy New Year. In
the year the VC will be destroyed by the Blackhorse
soldiers, In cooperation with you the people, the
# VC will lose in the year of the Coat and together
. we will achieve peace and prosperity for all the
Tietnamese people. Ve wish you a iiost happy lew Tear. .
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SUBJEDTs PSYOP Message-

TIEME:  Curfew
FRONT: OURFEW - SURPRESSES THE VC BANDITS

BACKs Peopls of Due Thanh District; the soldiers of’ the 11th
Armored Cavalry are helping the soldiers of the GVN to drive
the VG fyom your land,

To do this we must have your cooperation. If you know
VG or their activities you mst let us kmow, With this infor-

mation we can give you a better protection,
Imwtmmwmhamswmmhm and remain in
moving’

your home witil 0600 hours in the morning. Anyone :
sbout between the hours of 6PM-and 6AM will be thought a VG
and shot, You muzt ool travel itgd.ght‘ under any cireumstances.
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TEXTs Appesl to Y to Rally
People of Hoal Duc and Tanh Linh Districts

The soldiers of ‘the. 11th ACR are opera’d.ngin
this area to help. the GVN protect you from the VG,
They will reoalr roads, tuild tridges and treet sick,
!cnmhﬁpbygiﬂngthmtntmtionabmm
ve, anmﬂuyﬂu ‘treated well tut if ¢
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SUBJECT: TFSYOPS Message
THEME: Scare
ATTENTION VC SOLDIZRS

You have witnessed only a small: paxrt of the desth and
destruction that await you soon. The mighty air power of

‘the GVN and- Allied forces will: destroy you and all you

represents.. oo Your -only hope for swrvival is to rally to

the GVN at once. There can be no doubt in your mind as to
the -desolation that owr air strikes. vring and they will
continue with greater force eachtime until you are completely
destroyed. You JgLan save your life and the life of your
conmadel.....Rally at once to the GVil
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SUBJECT: . Rally Progrem

TEXY: Attention saldiers of theVC Forces

The ‘Government of the.Republic of Viet Nam assures you that you will bs
welcomed. and treated well when you rally to.the htional Govermmemt. You can-
return to life-.with your families sgain, If you or yowr family needs medicine
ar other supoliss the govermment will gladly help you. You will be rewardsd

gom $800 to $20,000 depending upon the wsapons you turn over or reveal to the
. :

BACK:

If you want t¢ rally to the QVN «» follow these instructions, You can contact
Civil servants or Hational Police Station, Also you can contact soldiers of the
QVY or Allisd forces, They are &ll ready to welcome you,

In any event for yaur protection obsarve the following vrocedures: ‘

1ls Idde gour wespons in a:safs nlace. After you rally you can show the
GVN.scldiers vhere you havé hidden them and you will be rewarded,

2, -Vhen you repoart to a military unit or a civil servant with your weapom
you must do 20 in daylight hours with yonr hands raised over your head to'ins
dicate your intention to rally: Shew any safe conduct pass or leaflst you have,

3. You can raliy to ths GVN though you don't -have & lsaflat.or pass, All

you have to do ia. to raissyour hands over your head and the Allied or GVN forces
will know your intention te nally,

CUNG cAC BAN TRONO

HANG NGU VIBY c6nG
Khi féc ban tr& v€ vbi Chinh Nghia Qude-
Gia, Chinh Phu Vi€t Nam Cong Hoa cam két s§
tiép d6n cic ban mdt cch ndng hiu, vi s& a6t
Ban s€ &uge trd vE& doan tu véi gia-
1l ‘ bg}n vé\gi'a gi‘nh c,'s?n thude .men hay
mot sw trg giup ndo khic Chinh Phil 58 d¥¢ bidt
giup, dy. (;ac ban s€ duoc l'é’nh.thd"’dng tw¥ 800 d&n
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~5¥ie PO THE MOTHERS AND WIVES WIOSE HUSBANDS ARE IN THE VC RANKS

Keep the Safe Condust Passes distributed by the Government bearing the
pictures like the ones on thisleaflet, Tach pass is an efficial document of
the Govermment] Zach is numbered and officially recorded. These passes are
invaluable for those VC cadres who wish to use them-to return to the Government
side. Save as many as you can of these pesszs in order to save the lives of
your husbands, sons, and friends. Give these passes to thém vhen they return
for visits. If Possible, take thcpasses to them. These small passes ara more

valuable than gold because each of them can save the 1ives of youwr loved ones.

CAPTION: These safe conduct passes are more valuabls than gold because they
can save the lives of your loved ones,
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SUBJECT: Pry Ops Message
THEME: Esplanation of Shorteomings in VC Taxition

English Translation: Unjust taxation:

The VC $alls you that their tax is for pro-
tection for your family, but they do not protect
you, They. run and hide Yike frightensd chickens.
They know that the allied forees are invincible,
The Allied Forces do not take from you, they give
to you, Your GVN and its Allied Farces give you
food, clothing, medical care and help you rebuild
your homas that have been rawaged by the V0,
We are strong and wll equiped, and with yowr toop-
erationwacananduinmvidsprotecbionaga!m
the VC, It:’son)ygoodjudgementtoprotectyow-
se].fanﬁyowtumytvaupportingyourtruegwem-
ment and 4ts A1)ied Farrces, Resiattlwundust Aaxe
atimbythevcmdhalpywrmm&youand
mtnﬂlywithagoodlifefreefrmtwanq
VC infustice,
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, Chunh Phu quoc gia da in #ruyan ‘Lﬁ ncy
Cun Bo cua cac ban lo 3 cac bion" doc fruyon dén
ndy cBu chanh phi phdt hunh )

Ho <3 cuc ban se blet ’

1 S¢ t|3p té 'eda cuc bpn thide hpi 3t irom
trong vi mét- phon ldn du bi Chanh Phu va: ’..ﬂc
Ldéng 'Déng Minh tich thy trong nhdng cudc fianh
qudn mé’n day.
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2. Hien tgi co.980. 000 bink si Qucn de Vlft
Nam va Oong Minh Hang tim kiem cde ban
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3. Gm*‘amh cuc bm wbh cdc bon sdin ngéng
cudc chién 360 va nghw vil 18’ v8 vbi ho.
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English Translation: VIET CONG! DO NOT READ
- THIS IBAFIZT{S

This leaflet is printed by the Govermment,
Your Cadre are scared to et you read what the
Govermment.publishes, They are scared that you
might find out that:

e Your food supply 1s :dangerously low be-
calse so much has been captured by Gmrxmen’a and
Allied Forces in recent. operations,

! 2, .There -are now 980,000 South Vietnamese md.
3 A11ied Troops looldng for you.

4 3. Your familiss want you %o cease your use-

%f lsss £ight and come home to them,

' 4. The Government's Chieu Hol. Progran weldomes
? and forgives all Viet Cong soldiers and civilian

E
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cadre and offers them a netwr start in lifa,

5. DBecause of -artillery and air power
(L) Viet Cong soldiers dié for-every one (13
ment or Allied soldier vho dies,

6.. The AXlied Forces are not aggressuvrs,
but ‘have been asked to come lere 0 .secure peace,
indepéndence. and security for-the Vietnamese paopls.

T. The allic~ are not here to exploit us,
rather they are giv:lng aid, g0 that Vietnam ean
ild. a nation based on political and economic .
strength With soelal justice,

8+ The Viet Cong ave losing their unjust
fight and your choicp is to rally a to die.
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7 - . " . . i
(AN TRUNG DOAN 11 KY-BINH HOA'KY-TlEN THUONG-TRUNG DOAN 11 KY-BINH HOA-KY
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g Y/, 7
5 "The American Scldiers are hére in Vietnam to help your GVN btring peace
Ly and security to yowr country. To'accomplish this task, we nsed your help. Ta ¥
By rrotect you and’other innocent people, we will give a reward to anyone who gives
Z us information on:
VG Mires and Weapons caches 4
¥ VC Tunnels ? )
VC Booby Traps and Ambushes )
{ ' Contact the nearest American Soldier of the 11lth Armored Cavalry Regiment
- and give him this leaflet or number $69. This soldier will read the reverse .
glde of this leaflet writien in English and help you report your infarration to
: ¢ the concerned authority., You will be properly rewarded for valuable information.
% : 11th Cavelry Regimelte-s REWARD. 11th Cavalry Regiment.
; ATTENTION AMERICAN PERSONNEL
¢ 5
. AMERICAN PERSONNEL WHO RECEIVE TH!S LEAFLET FROM A VIET— .
i !
Z NAMESE NATIONAL WILL COURTEOUSLY DETAIN HIM(HER) AND NOTIFY THEIR f'%
-
COMMANDER. THE PERSON WiTH THIS LEAFLET WANTS TO REPORT INFORMA— % !
i ;
3 TIONREGARDING - THE ITEMS OM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LEAFLET. E HAS
¢
¢ SEEK OFFERED PAYMENT IF THE INFORMATION CAN BE VERIFIED.
y IF THE QIETNAMESE REFUSES TO STAY OR COME WITH YOU, OBTAIN ;
i
! HIS{HER) NAME, ADDRESS, DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH. THIS DATA CAN BE ‘
- (s
; FOUND ON His (HER) IDENTITY CARD. COPY. ALL THE INFORMATION ON THE
i ¥
CARD AND GIVE IT TO YOUR COMNANDER 246"/ 2 "‘7 v
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AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
AFTER 12 YEARS

GROUP L

20 OCTOBER 1966 - 8 DECEMBER 1966

OPERATION ATLANTA
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REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL

55 HEADUARTSRS

11T ARMORED CAVALRY RIGIMENT
APO San Francisco 96257

COMBAT OPERATICHS AFT°R ~CTIAH RTPCRT
OPERATION ATLANTL

1. {(U) REF3RsHbES:

a, LOI 6-66, Headquarters, IL F Force V, 27 September 1966.

b. OPORD 09-66 (Operation ATLANTA){ Headquarters, 1lth Armored Cavalry
Ragirent, 6 September 1966.

¢. Map Series RVN, 1:50,000-6343T, 6L43T, 6M3IV, 6LL3TI, 6LL3IIX,
6LLLIT, 65431IT, 65431V, 621;21, 6hl21T, 6L211T, 6LL2IV, 65LLITI, 6SLLIV,

2, (U) NUE-a'D TYPE OF OPTR*TICH: 1lth Armored Cavalry Operation ATL:NTA
Search and Clear, Base Camp Security, and ROADRUN ER. .

3. (U) DiTES CF OPSRATION: 200230H October - 082L0CH December 1966.

b, (C) GEMIRAL: On 27 September 1966, 1I Field Force Vietnam directed the
11th Armored Cavalry. Regiment to secure a base camp area in the vicinity of ¥S L296
to clear and secure highways and lines of communications in portions of Bien Hoa,

Long Khanh and Phouc Tuy Provinces. %xecution of the mission was initiated under
the code nams Operation LTLANTA. The operation commenced on 20 October 1966,
Initially the operation was confined to the securing of National Highway 1 from
BIZN 'OA te XUAM LOC and a portion of Interprovincial Route 2 to the area of the
new base camp. Concurrently, security would be orovided for the engineer work
parties involved in the clearing and preparation of the area for occupancy by
the Regiment in the latter part of November. A few days after the operation
started the lst Squadron and engineer units were joined by the 2nd Squadron which
organized and operated out of a combat base in the Ong “ue rubber plantation
(Y5 3999) for almost a month. The Regiment!s general area of operation is depictz*
in Annex E. Initially this area of operation was divided into 3 areas as shown
on the inclreed map. Later the general area was expanded to include S areas.

while the lst and 2nd Squadrons were operating out of their combat bases
in the ZUAN LOC area, the 3rd Squadron was securing the Regimental Staging Area
in LOMG BINH and providing security for the BIEN HOA « LO:G BINH area (Operations
UZIONTOWN and 1L4RSEALLTOWN). In addition to providing security, the 3rd Squadren
conducted aggressive patiolling activities and provided artillery fire support
for the DONG PAT sensitive area., By the end of the first week in November the
command elements of the Regiment were cperating out of the base camp area to ba

followed in the next L weeks by the remaining headquarters elements and the 3rd
Squadron,

The Regiment contimually demonstrated its versatility and maneuverability
throughout the operation. It was not uncommon to find the squadrons operating on
three independent missions covering terrain from LAY KHE (Operation ATTLIBORO) to
the northern most limits of the lst Austraiian Task Force TAOR as shown in Annex E.
The Blackhorse Regiment remained constantly on the alert ready to exploit its
tremendous firepower end inherent crosscountry mehility.

a, The resorting officer of this report is Colonel William W, Cobb,
Commanding Officer, 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment.

b. Task Organization, Control of the operation was exercised by Head-
quarters, 1lth Armored Cavalry legiment, operating initially out of a tactical E
command post at LONG BINH which later moved to the base cam area. The initial
task organization is indicated below. Due to the duration of the oparation ad the 5
additional requirements placed on the Regiment, frequent changes in task organe

ization were necessory and are shown as the occurred inpmragraph 8, Exetution, .
Commanders are shown in Annex D, .

DO'WNGRADED AT 3 YS.R INTSRV..LS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER [ YEARS
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1st Zquadron 2 . RagimeiZal Sontrol f é
2nd Squadron - 919t Ingineer Company
3rd Squadron . 37th Medical Comnany

S51st Light Maintenance Compeny (DS)
L09th Radio Research Detachment

Shlst Military Intelligence Detachment
33rd CBRC Detachment

17th Public Information Détachrent
28th Military History Detacimont

5. (0) IHI‘ELLI SiCSe
a. Prior to Operation:
(1) V¢ 'Main Forces

CURTINT &
e - STRENGTH- PROBARLE 10C- TION DaTE EVALUATION
Sth Div HQ 100 IS 6058 10ct B/2
274th Regt 1850 ¥s 5585 10ct B/2
800 Bn 27Lth Lso TS 5355 283ep B/2
308 Bn 27hth 450 Y5 5363 28sep B2
-265 Bn 27lth 600 ¥S 5585 285ep ¥e
275th Regt 1600 15 5770 10ct B/2
239 Arty Bn 500 ¥S 6781 et /3
250 NVA Regt - 1600 Southern Wo> Zone D 10t B/2
(2) VC Local Force:

CURRENT & - .
mir STRIMGTH  PROBABLT LOCATION DAIE EVALUATXON
500 DONG NAI Bn kso YT 0352177 10ct c/3
86Q Bn . . 300 YS 5875 1Cet c/3
C106 Co (unconfirmed) Unk IOIG KHANK Province 10ct c/3
H.1 Plat 30 YT 6006 Shug ¢/3
H.2 Plat S0 YT 650250 (Base of Operations)
H.3 Plat 20 YS 810940 (Base of Operstions)
HJly Plat, 50 YS 4596 2hug B/2
€33 THI X4 Plat 30 YT 150140 (Base of- Operations)
€270 VIIE COU Plat 30 YT 120170 (Baseof Operations)
CHAY, THANE Plat 30 YT 070160 (Base of Operatio.w)"
C26 CilaU TH/IH Flat 50 YT 35070 (Base of 0p°ratl<:')=
CL7 CAH.SU Plat 0 155257353 (Base of Oparations™

(3) Incidents: VC activities dlong National Highway 1 from EI#
HOA to XUAN LOG, south along National Highway 1 and Interprovincial Route 2 o
BA RIA renged i‘rcsm ambushes: of GVN and ARVN forces to roadblocks and tax coulast
pointa. The nature of the incidents indicated an-attempt by the frrces opareriig
along these lines-of comrunication to restrict the novement-of civiiian tr»_fxic
wb:l.].e deny:lng their.use by friendly forces. A complete list of incidenis .3
outlined in Annex F to this report.

(4) Reported movements:

(a) M ARVN agent -reported that a VC Battalion loczted vicinity
1s 2382 on Ly October moved to the MHON TRACH irea viecinity YS 1108L5. US
evaluation F/L (Coment: Mo main force tali.ons arc held to be ooeration in this
area at this time),

b) A IS5 agent reported a VC.Battilion vicinity YT 3307 to
!’1‘ 3501 to YT, 3200 .on 29 September 1966, ARVN evaluation I/3,. US avaluniise BFON
(Corment: Reliable agent report.has unit vicinity YT 3301 on 37October. ‘m.«.uly
company size element of the Sth VC Divisfion or the uncoafirmed LOWG ¥ILIH Pioe
vineial Company, C106),

(c) An ARVN agent reported the UV 8 3/8 Artillery Battelion
was being transported from YT 4703 on 1 October to CAM DUONG (location unknown)
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 CONFIDENTIAL

on 5 October by local laborers: ARTE evaluation (/3. (Commemt: Io wnit is
listed under that number; however, elcments.of the 8YA fwvillery Regiment ove known
to be infiltrating South Vietnam ani-reportediy head=d for YII CTZ. Leading ele-
ments could have.reached XU«N I0C ares by this time. The xoziment was. reporvedly
equipped with the U/1 66mm rocket firing weapon, Choracteristics: Maxirum

range 10km, offective renge 500m, kill radins 250m, US evaluation F/6,

(5) Enemy situation. The VC can be expected to hearass: convoys with
mines, sniping, minor attacks of up to platoon size anyuhere along routas in the
Regimentel sector. Mortar and minor harassing attdcks could also be expached oa
base camps and combat bese areas, Although, not presently indicated, the VC does
possess the capability of ‘mounting a regimental -size ambush on convoys and abtacks
on the 11th Armored Cavalry Base Camp, ’ '

(6) Intelligence sources: The following sources were utilized to
plan the operation: ’

(2) 1IIF Force V Intelligence Report,
(b) sgent reports.

1 18th Division (ARVN), .(Formerly 10th Division).
Z Central Intelligence Cperations.
3 Yational Police.

(c) Intelligence Estimate - IXI Corps Tcctical Zone (LIX CTZ).
Ad) MACV monthly order of battle updated.

(e) IIF Force V Intelligence Imagery.

(f) Pittograph maps.

(g) Visual reconnaissance.

(7) The intelligence information campiled for Operation ATIANTA
varied in currency from four days in the case of order of battle ((B) reports to a
little over a week for the incident reports. The informatioa incorporated in
the.indtial operation arder was only two to four days old, )

b. During the month of Hovember the VC continued to harress the 11th
Amored Cavalry with units up to platoon size. Iis actions.were characterizsd by
mining incidents along the Baigon ~ Xuan Loc railroad, sabotage and hercespant of
ASP's, POL dumps, bridges, and acts of terrorism on the local populace. His asiie

vities were restricted primarily to the Long Binh - Bien Hoa area. Informaticn
(agent reports) received on 13 November noted: the presence of VC platoons and
companies operating in Area of Operations 3 (103) thus giving him the capabiliby
of massing mein force-units in AO3 for a direct attack on the oase camp.. lowwy-
availaole information indicated no such threat <as imminent. Agent regorts Iw»Shew
disclosed the presence.of the 27Lth VC Regt along lational Highway 1 bebtween luabi-
South grid lines 50 and 60. Other reports disolosed the coastrucbion of ambmi~h
positions on the north and south of Highway 1 vicinity YT 6206. DNoculerts aiu.
covered in the vicinity of 11 309 (YT L4800) indicated the presence of thc '
Rear Service Unit which normally operates in PIOUC TUY Province. Visual recctivie
issance.flights by Foruvard Air Controllers (FAC) revealed the possible evacuation
by women and children from villages northeast of the base camp, o appreciable
anount of information of inmediate combat value was gleaned from the RED HiZE and
SLAR missions flown in suporort of Operatica- ATTANTA.

c. Terrain wes & consideration, but not & limiting factor on Operstion
ATLMTA. The primary area of oparation was confined to ICNG KRAIE Provirce. The
central: portion of LONG KEANH Province generally has rolling terraln covered with
plentations end cultivated fields, lorth of XU&I LOC the area breaks into.a
series of long ridges radiating from Hill 396 (YT 3912), Vegetation in tids area
consists moinly of plentations along Route 20 and to the east of Eill 395. The
area is interspersed witl cultivated fields and hamlets. To the east of XUAN LOC
the terrain is dominated by CHUA Gia¥ (YD 6010) and is .covered with dense forest,
On the south, high ground follouws generally along Interprovincial Route 2 uith long

Page 3 of 2§ Pages

CONFIDENT) AL

e ity

a«f; At e

Bredest der

Dy Ay S

PR PP

crbode $d L, e o e e




b,

b

et Ao i Wt e

T e PR h

i

SIS o b

RN

s

CONFIDENTIAL

ridges extending east and west. To the east of Interprovincial Route 2, the ter-
rain is broken by hills-as is the.area southwest of XUAN LOC. Vegetation.in this
area consists -of {solatéd rubber plantations. interspersed with cultivated:fields,-
but the mdjority of the vegetation is dense first growth, with some secondary
growth. Streams traverse the area draining generally to the east and west of XUAN
LOC. The majority of these streams are non-potable.

d. CA/PSYOP:
(1) Psychological Operations:

(a) Psychological dperations during ATLANTA begon ind&iaily by
using a "Good Guy" leaflet drop and wtilizing loudspeaker transmissions fio anasumse’
the 11th Armored Cavalry Reziment!s arrival in the XUAN LOC area. Reports later
received indicsted this method was appreciated by the people of the District ol
Xuan Loc thus developing an immediate rapport uith the local-populace, Leafled
drops vere also made on suspected and lmown Viet Cong positions and.on Viet Cong
controlled hamlets. In conjunction with the drops and during tactical operstions
loudspeaker transmissions both live and taped were directed at the Viet Cong from
overhead. Information received fram ralliers and prisoners indiceted that the loud-
speakers vere heard and that the lesflets were being read.

(b) ictivities. During Overation ATLANTA the following support
missions were conducted:

=

1,979,500 leaflets were dropped during 16 leeflet

drop missions,
9 loudspeaker wmissions were floun for a total of 13.0

1M

loudspeaker hours,

5 TNo Doze" missions sere flown totaling 10.8 huurs.
5,000 curfew posters vere distributed.

39,400 news letters were distributed.

200, 1967 Vietnamese calenders were distributed.

olniEtw

(2) Civic Action: On 5 December (in conjunction srith a cordon and
search operation conducted by the 3rd Squadron of the villages of Cuf1Y and
BINH D:I) a MEDCAP plan was initiated. In addi%ion.to medical assistance basic
foodstuffs (powvered milk, bulgar wheat, rice, and cooking oil) were distributed
to-the villagers, .

Once the villages had been cordoned off the people were airlifted to district
headquarters at DUC THMH for screening and issuing of identification cards. Over
300 persons were trasjorted in the operation. However, only 20 of them pexmitted
the IEN0AP team to administer any medical aid, It was quite apparent from thé oute
set that the people had been well indottrinated by the Viet Cong on the dire
consequences and effects if any of them should accept medical help from US troops.
The food was received in much the same manner,

This was the first time the Blackhorse Regiment has encountered 2 locole
shere so many of the people were pro-Viet Cong. In order to counteract this
situation an extensive psychological program has been initiated in this area stress-
ing the importance ?f the people rallying to the cause of ihe fovevrment of Vietnam,

6, (C) NMISSIOM: The 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment seccuces a base camp
vicinity YS 4296; clears and secures MNational Highway 1 and Interoroviacial
Route 333 from BIEN HOA (YT 0012) to GIA RAY (YT 6312); Tnterprovincial Route
2 from XULH LOC to the boundery of the lst-Australien Task Force (1st ATF)

T.OR at ¥S L697; lational Highway 20 from Junction of National Fighway 1

(1T 3420) to RJ vic YT 3616; Interprovincial Route 333 from GIA RY (YT 6312)

1(',0 Vo D-"g (T 7332; opens and clears a route from vicialty YT LLOL to LOIG THAMH
s 1392). :

7. (C) CCICUPT OF CPER'TION: The oversll canceph of the opuration was
developed with the idea of executing the plan in four pheses.

a. Phase I would involve a clear ard.secure operation along National
Highway 1 from BISH HOL (YT 0012) to XUAH LOC (YT L4S08) by the lst Squadron
wvith the 919th Cngineer Company preparing to assist in base camp develop.ent. The
2nd and 3rd Squedrons vould continue:to nrovide security for the staging area with
the 2nd Squadron ready to assume the mission of the 1lst Squadron and provide a
troop size reaction force.
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CONFIDENTIAL

b. Phase II would commence with the 2nd Squadron assuming the mission of
the lst Squadron and occupying a combat® base vicinity of the road junction of
National Highways 1 and 20 while the 1lst Squadron would move to occupy a combat
base vicinity YT 4301 and secure the Regimental Fase Camp site (YS 4296). In
addition the lst Squadron would be prepared on order, to clear and secure National
Highway 1 and Interprovincial Route 333 south and east from XUAN LOC (YT 4508)
to GIA RAY (YT 6312). 3rd Squadron' to continue securing the-staging area and be
prepared on order to establish a combat base vicinity YS 3995 and secure and clear
Interprovincial Poute 2 from XUAN LOC (YT 4505) to the boundary of lst ATF TAOR
(YS 4679). The 919th Engineer Company (Armored) would be prepared on order to move
to the base camp and assist in its development.

c. In Phase III the lst Squadron would contfnue to secure the base camp
and conduct route security on National Highway 1 from XUAN LOC (YT 4508) to CIA RAY
(YT 6312) while being prepared to conduct a route security mission on Interprovinc-
ial Route 333 from GIA RAY (YT 6312) to V0 DAT (YT 7332). 2nd Squadron would con-
tinue {ts route security mission on National Highway 1 while conducting search and
clear operations south of the road junction of Routes 'l and 20-at the same time
clearing routes to ONG QUE rubber plantation vicinity YS 3998; on order reclisve lat
Squadron of base camp security mission, The 3rd Squadron would on order secure a
combat bese vicinity Y9 3995; on order clesr and secure Interprovincial Route 2
Zron X(g‘;NfIm to the boundary of ths 1lst ATF TAMR; and be prepared to open and clear

a route from the Regluental Base Camp to 70N THAMH (7S 1392) and provide base
camp security, 919th Engineer Camany would continue to provide als)s).stance for
base camp developmert and combat engincer supoort for the squadrons,

During the final phase, Phase IV the 1st Squadron would on reliel
of base cg:rp aecurityh;y the 2nd Sqt:adron conéinue its route security mission on
Naticnal Highway 1 from XUAN LOC to GIA RY and initiate simidox operations on
Interprovincial Route 333 to VO DAT, 2nd and 3vd Squadrons. Zrd 919th Engineer
Company would continue with their assigned missions stated in Phase III,

8. (C) EXEGUTION: 20 October - Changes in Task Organization
1st Squadron
Troop I, 3rd Squadron
i t on National

1st-Squadron initiated Operation ATLANTA at 02308 moving ou
Highway 1 from the Regimentzl Sbaging Afea in 108G BINH (YT 0512) organizing a
combat base vicinity YT 4301. During the move small arms fire was received by
Company D and Howitzer Battery. 2n¢ Squadron remained in the staging area preparing
for movement on 23 October while the 3rd Squadvon provided escorts for 2nd Bat~
talion, 13th Artillery to XUAN LOC.

21 October

Trooo B and Campany D conducted search and clear operatjons vieinity
YS 4496 with only light contact. Numerous tunnels were uncovered and destroyed.
Troop L conducted operations to the east, burning 30 huts and destroying 10
tunnels at YS 354927. At 2140 hours Troop B received a burst of automatic weapons
fire wounding one man, and observed 13 VC probing perimeter positions vicinity s
440982. Fire was returned with unknown résults.
22 October

Operation ATLANTA continued with only minor incidents during the day.
One M113 (AC4V) from Troop B wes damaged by a pressure mina abt Y5 455875 with no
casualties. Four Viet Cong Suspects ?;CS) were detained by Troop B vicinity ¥S
474857 and evacuated for interrogation.
23 October - Changes in Task Organization
1st Squadron
Troop L reverted to 3/11 effective 1500 hours,

Operation ATLANTA contimued with negative contact. A tank from the
919th .. ineer Coam.eny vas damaged by a mine at YS LLig983 resulting in one TS
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¥IA. 2nd Squadron moved from the steging at 0S50 with Troop G and advance party
elements to organize a combat base at Oiz QUE vicinity IS 3999.

2} October

Qoeration “TLANTA contirued with the 1st Squadron conducting search
and clear operations vicinity YS LL97 resulting in negative contact. 4 3 ton
truck with three passengers from the LO9th Radio Research Detachment received one
carnand detonated claymore mine end 3 rounds of small arms fire wicinity ¥S
446995, resulting in cne US KIA, one US 1/IA, and one % ton truck demaged. The
main body of the 2nd Squadron departed the steging area 0738 hours, closing in
its combat base at 0300 hours without contact.

25 October

Operation ATLANTA odntinued with szearch and destroy operations wieinity
of the Regimental Base Camp and the 2nd Squadroa's combat base resuliiag in
negative contact. 3rd Squadron provided security for the STARCGS sita (IS G30115;
as part of UNIONTOWH (continwous operation - security for BIZN HOA araa).

26 Cctober ~ Operation ATLANTA contimued with negative contact. 13t Squadron
conducted patrols vicinity of the Regimental Base Carp and RCGDRUWER cpixaiions
along Interprovincial Route 333 from XUAN L0G (YT LLOOSG) to GIZ RAY (YT 630120).
Day and night pgi’lx-ols were conducted by the 3rd Squadron from the steging area,

27 October - Operation ATLANTA continued with the lst Squadron meking a zone
reconnaissance south of the Regimental Base Camp. During the reccrnaissarce at
least 10 tunnels cortaining clothing, rice, hand grenwdzs, cooking ursnsils and
documents were located and destroyed. Thrce ACAV!s from Tio3p A wsve dzmeged
by pressure tyce mines resulting in one US WIA, lMegetive contact was made by the
2nd and 3rd Squadrons.

28 October - Opepation ATLANTA continved with search and destroy operations
vicinity Regimental Base Gamps and BUDDY operationc with a local Popular Force (PF)
platoon achieving negative results. Troop X provided a convoy escort for 188th
Maintenance Battalion from LONG BINH YT 060120 to Blackhorse Base Camp without in-
cident. In conjunction with the lst Squadron!s activities along Interprovineial
Route 2, 165,000 leaflets were dropped from YS L690 to YS L683.

29 October - Operation ATLANYA continued without contact. Search and clear
operations by Trécp A disclosed a hut containing 12 expendsd S7mm RR rounds, 2
home made battery, and anti..imarican propeganda, at ¥S 145658, Troop F conbtinued
BUDDY oporetions with a local OF platoon vieinity ¥2 k11615,

30 Cctober - Operation ATLANTA continued with local security operations arournd
Blackhorse Base Camp, Contact was made with h-6 VC by an ambush patmll fram
Howitzer Battery, lst Squadron vicinity Y5 L55980 engaging the VC with small arms
and hand grenades., The enamy returned fire with 7-10 rcunds cf small axms and then
broke contact. V( casualties unknown; no §S casuvalvies. Trcop L ccniinued to
provide security for the LONG BINH ASP.

31 October - Operation ATLANDA continued with the advance elements of the
Regimental Command Group closing in the .base .camp at 0900 hours., Search and
destroy operctions continued in the vicinity of the base camp while Troop C
provided security for a bridge classification team:from Company C, 27th Engineer
Battalion (C) from XUAN LOC along National Highway 1 and Interprovineial Roube
333 to CLU GIA HUY (YT 678198). Troop C received 10-15 rounds automatic weapons
fire vicinity YT L6L0S53 with negative results. Search and clear operations by
Troop A located a hut (YS 353928) containing 250 pounds of rice, Progress contimed
on the davelopment of the base camp by 27th Engineer Battalion. Troop & undovered
200 ponnds of rice, 100 BA-30 batteries andimedical’ supolies vicinity YT 343051.
Troop L continued to nrovide security for the LONG BINH ASP with no contact.

1 November - Troops A and B conducted a dismounted night march at 0230 hours
encireling villages at YS 420940 ard ¥S 163996 with no contact. The 27th Sngineer
Battalion continued to devalop the base camp.
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2 November ~ Changes in Task Orgamization
1st Squadron
Troop F (OFCON 1/11 for base camp security)

Preparatioi. for the displacement of the Regimental Headquarters elements
continued while Troop C road marched tc GIA RAY (YT 621110) along National High-
way 1 and Interprovincial Route 333 without contact, Security ricaswes were
initiated by the lst Squadrcn to assist Cempany €, 27th Engineer Battelion in

securing the GIL: R:Y rock quarry, Security coerations by the 3rd Squadron continued
in the LOYG BINH - SIEN HOA area,

3 Hovember - Chaiges in Task Organization
Troop I OPCOM 2/11 for base camp security

The Regimental Command Groud closed in to the base cemp area (YIS I(S5%)
at 0920 hours, Troop A with suprort from Howibzer Battery continned to opercte
along Interorovincial Route 333. TIroopsiE 2nd G received anbonaiic weapsus and
small arms fire with Troop G observing at least six psrscns vicirdty YS hii982.

Troop F engaged two Viet Cong vicinity YS k25975 firing 3 rounds 79 carnister with
unknown results, .

L November
1st Squadron
Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery attached to 1lst Squadron,

Operation ATLANTA continued with the lst Squedwon pushing northward in
conjunction with BUDDY cordon and ssarch operstions in the SUOI OAT area. Sporadic
mining and small arms incidents were encountered with no US caswaitles. Battery C,
2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery provided fire supoort for the operation from GIA RAY.
Base cemp szeurity continued to be maintained by the 2nd Squadvon while the 3rd
Squadron secured the staging area.

5 November - Troop A provided security for engineer work parties constructing
culverts in the vicinity CAV GIA HUYNH (YT 677198). Route clearing operations
proceeded northward along Interprovincial Route 333. Company B, 27th Engineer
Battalion commenced work on a rock quarsy site off National Highway 1. In support
of the Regiment!s activities loudspeaker operations were conducted at VO DAT from

YT 8642 to YT 8945. Base camp and staging area security continued to be maintained
by the 2nd and 3rd Squadrons with no significant contact.

6 November - Security and route clearing operations continued along Inberpro-
vineial Route 333 with the 1st Squadron-making a show of forca at VO DAT. «o
pounds of wheat were located (YT 61:7078) and:evacuated by Izoop C. Srnirer five
vicinity of YT 654071 was received by Troop C resuliing in one US WiA, Trocp B
and 2nd Squadron trains closed in the Regimental Bese @arry from their combab base
camp at ONG GUE, Units of the 3rd Squadron continued to conduct security operetious
with elements of the 3rd Brigade hth Infaitry Division; no significant contact made.

7 Hovember

Troop!s A and B conducted dismounted patrols in AO4 while Troop C conducted
a route redonnaissance on Highway 1, In conjunction sith the patrols, SUDDY
operations were run with elements of the 52nd Ranger Battalion vicinity YT 640205
east to YT 694205 and ¥YT,772280. Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery
displaced to YT 690218 to provide support east of VO DAT (YT 7332). Construction
of a culvert bypass (YT 678198) was completed by Company C, 27th Engineer Batialion
and onened-for traffic. Security of the 'bass camp continued to be provided by the
2nd Squadron; staring area security was provided by elements of the 3rd Sguadron
with Troop L and one platoon of tanks fyrcm Cowpany M working with elements of the
}rd Brigade, lth Infantry Division providing a screen of the LONG BINH #SP, with
no significant contact,

8 November - Changes in Task Organization.

1st Squadron OPCON to lst ‘Infantry Division effectiva 1400 hours.
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Troop I released t» 3rd Squadron for Cperations UNIONTOWN and MARSHALLTOWN

Ist Squadron terminated its operations in the GIA RAY - VO DAT area at
1000 hours. Squadron elements cleared GIA RAY (YT 6311) at 1300 hours on their
way to LAU KSE (XT 7738) stopping for - Class I and III resupply at the LONG BINH
STAGING AREA. The first clements of the squadron arrived, 200 km's later, in LAI
KHE at 1630 hours, and-by 1830 the entire squadron had closed. The move irvolved
approximately 200 vehicles and 1000 men completely combat ready. Elements of
Troop G relicved the lst Squadron contingent of security operations around the rock
quarrxy at GIA RAY while Troop E ran search and clear operations from the Blackhorse
Base Camp vicinity of YS 4590. Occasional small arms fire was received by Troops
F and I with negative results. However, Troop E had an ACAV detonate a pressure
type mine (YS 457900) resulting in one US WIA and damage to the ACAV. The
remaining Regimental units conducted security operations in the staging area and
LONG BINH - BIEN HOA area.

9 November

1st Squadron continued under the OPCON of the lst Infantry Division
as part of Operation ATTLEBORO. 2nd Squadron continued to protect the base camp
and dispatch patrols outside the perimeter with no contact. No significant
activities occurred in the staging area. 3rd Squadron continued Operatioa UNIONTOWN.

10 November

Local patrols and security of the base camp area continued to be main-
tained by the 2nd Squadron while the 3rd Squadron secured the staging area and oper-
ated in the 173rd Airborne Brigade's TAOR as part of Operation UNIONTOWN. 1st
Squadron remained OPCON lst Infantry Division. No significant results were
achieved.

11 November

1st Squadron continued under the OPCON to the lst Infantry Division.

’ 2nd Squadron continued patrolling and securing the Regimental Base Camp
with one platoon from Troop G providing security for the GIA RAY rock quarry in
the vicinity of YT 6311. Troop G had an ACAV hit by a claymore mine (YT 627071)
resulting in one US WIA and negative damage to the track.

3rd Squadron continued Operation UNIONTOWN and provided security for
the staging area. An M Company M48A3 Tank attached to Troop K detonated a pressure
type mine vicinity of YT 058149 slightly damaging the vehicle. On National Highway
1 a 3/4-ton truck from Iroop K traveling in convoy was hit by a claymore mine
i resulting in no US casualties and only minor damage to the vehicle.

12 November
1st Squadron remained under the OPCON of the lst Infantry Division.

Security of the base camp and rock quarry continued to be maintained
by the 2nd Squadron.

3rd Squadron continued providing support for Operation UNIONTCWR -and
security- for the staging area with no significant action.

S

12 November

ist Squadron continued to provide armor support for Operatign ATTLEBORO
under the operatioral control of the 1lst Infantry Division.

2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to maintain security of the base camp and
staging area respectively.

T g Setee s

14 November

TINr]

Activities remained the same with the maneuver elements continuing with
their missions. Company M conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of
XUAN LOC (YT 3810) with negative results.
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CONFIDENTIAL

15 Hovember

1st Squadron continued to furnish supscrt for Operation ATILS30%O0 in the
LAY KHE arsa.,

Operation ATLANTA continued with the 2nd Squadron conducting local patrols in
conjunction with the security of the base camp. Convoys continued to arrive and
depart from the base camp daily, traveling National Highwzy 1 from LONG BINH to
the Regimental Base Camp without incident. 3rd Squadron provided convoy escorts
in addition co securing the staging area perimeter and providing one Troop for
Operation UNIONTOWN.

16 November

At 2025 hours the Regimental Base Gamp received an estimefed 30 rounds
of 82mm mortar fire and 7%mn recoiless rifle fire vieinity of YS 428981, YS
162972 -and YS 455975, Fire was immediately returned with 105 mm howitzers, L.2"
mo;tars, and 90mm tank fire which Guickly and effectively silenced the V¢ guns,
Results of the attack were 8 US WIA ard minor equivment damages. A later check
of the VO gun positions indicated the enemy had departed in a hurry leaving
unexpended 82mm mortar and 75mm Recoilless Rifle rounds.

1st Squadron remained OPCON to the 1st Infantry Division on Operation
ATTLEBORO.

2nd Squadron continued Operation ATLANTA conducting local patrols from
the base.camp and securing the GIA RAY rock quarry all with negative resultz,

3rd Squairon continued providing support for Operation UNIONTOWN acd
the security of the staging area, Troop L received 25 rounds of automatic weapons
fire vicinity of YT 180085, fire returned with negative results, Troop I observed
and challenged 2 civilians in black pajamzs btreaking a trail through the jungle
(YT 05714k). Upon being challenged they broke and ran at which time the troop
fired 20 rounds of small arms, possibly wounding one of thenm.

17 November

Patrols from the 2nd Squadron searched the area around the base camp to
locate the posi tions used by the VC to shell the camp the previous night. At 1135
hours Troop G found 32 expended 75mm Recoilless Rifle rounds and on2 live 75mm
recoilless rifle misfire at YS 455979. A further search of the area found three
mortar positions (YS 458974) with six 82mm rounds, assorted mortar fuzes and night
firing equipment.

1st Squadron continued Operation ATLANTA under the operational control of
the 1st Infentry Division at LAT KHE.

3rd Squadron” cortinued to support Operation UNIONTCWN and provide security
for the Regimental Staging Area., At 2115 hours an ambush patrol from Troop I
heard noises at YT 080118 engaging the suspected area with one vound of ifi%
cannister; two hand grenades were received on position. 8 - 10 rounds of M-16 were
also. fired in the direction of the noises along with six rounds of 1.2 inch IE
causing a secondary expdosion after the patrol withdrew. No US casualties, VC
casualties unknown.

1t/ November

1st Squadron continued Operation ATTLEB0RO under the operational control
of the 1st Infantry Divishon,

2nd Squsdvon coniinued to conduct patrols and secure the bese camp peri~
meter and the rock quarry. Probing actions were made along the perimeter in Troop,
Ets sector at 015% hours and 2325 hours, Susoected locatione were engaged with M79
rounds, results unknown.

3rd.Squadron continued to provide security for the staging area and support
for Operstion UMICNIOW. The 2nd Flatoon of Troop L at 1825 hours-received 30
rounds of small erms fire viecinity YT 075066. Fire was returned with M-79 and small
arms fire, results unknéwn. Contact was broken at 1845 hours,
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19 ligvember

1st Squadror-ceatinuii 4 $%4iz7pate in Cperation ATTIEBORO now unde
the operational contro: of the 172d Aircorne Brigide effective 0700 hours.

2nd Squadron conducted patrols in the vicinily of the base camp (¥S Li97)
and provided security for tl:2 rock tuerry. At 00LS hours a patrel fren Troop ¥
received 5-7 60mm mortar rounds Zrom YS L3C951 resulting in no US casualiias.
Artillery fire was returred with unknown results.

3rd Squadron continued UNIONTOWH coerations and security of the sbazing
area. The area of operation remained quiet with only occasional small arxs firs
ing, A squad size base carp was located (YT 095086) consisting of a 2C meter long
trench, 5 foxholes, and cooking utensils.:

20 Yovember

1st Squadron was released from operational control of 173d Airborne
Brigade and closed on the staging-area at 2035 hours.

2nd Squadron continued to ¢ondust patrols and provide security for the
base camp.

3rd Squadron contirued to support operation UNIONTCWN and security of
the staging area as well as the LONG 3Iv: A£5P,

21 Kovember ~ Changes to Task Orgarization,

Troop K and L OPCON 173d Adrborne Brigade in support-of UNIOHTGH.

The Regiment continued Operation ATLANTA and was relieved of the UNION-
TOWN mission by the 173d Airborne Brigade. At 1025 hours a regimental convoy
traveling on National.Highway 1 towards XUAN LGC was ambushed vicinity YT 275100
to YT 290099. Fire was immediately returned by the escort platoon from Troop C
along with air strikes by helicopters and fighter aircraft in addition to artil-
lexy-veing f£ired in support of the teleaguered convoy. The lst Squadron moved
to the ambush site as a reaction force from the LONG BINH staging area. Major
contact was broken at 1137 hours except for sporadic contact during the remain-
der of the day. US casualties were 7 KIA (5 -from llth Armored Cavalry), 8 WIA
(7 from the 11th Armored Cavalry); VC losses included a final total of 30 KIA (BC),
1 VCS. Weapons captured lisced in Annex A. US equipment losses included 2
M113 destroyed, 1 M113 damaged, 4 2%-ton trucks destroyed, 1 UH1B damaged; VC
losses fncluded 1 57mm RR, 1 AK 47 rifle, 2 RPG rounds and miscellaneous documents.

1st Squadron.remained in the area of- the ambush to conduct-a sweep the
folloving day,

2nd Squadron remeined at-the bese camp conducting securdty patrols around
the perimeter,

3rd Squadron was released from Cperation .UNIONTO.M at 1k70. hoars by the
1724 Airborne Brigade.. Continued to provide security for the steging acca.

22 November

1st Squadron conducted search and destroy cperations south of the ambush
site. Four more VC bodies were found with another 75-100 VC KIA (Possible.
Eight 57mm RR rounds, a tripod w/T&E mechanism for-either .a recoilless rifle or
heavy machine gun was- also located. '

The 2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to provide base camp and staging area
security respectively.

23 November

«

1s} Squadron performed-base camp security for a.portion-of the perimeter
with no significant:events. :Patrols from Troop C found a grave (YT 274072). con-
taining' 2 body with a pistol .belt and one US grenade. R
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2

2nd Squadron conducted search and destroy operations in the vieinity of
YT 14003 and provided securdty for a portion of the GIi RY rock quarry. At 114k
hours Troop F heard 8-10 rounds of small arms fire vicinity YT-L250015; a cweep
of the area was made vith negative rasults. A platoon from Troop G received an
unfnown number of rounds of automatic wezgens fire and nieard one large exp'Asion
believad to be 2 claymore vicinily YT 570053, Fire was returned with autcmatic
weapons with negative results, A pessible tax collection point was reported bty the
Air Observer at YT 575505, ’

3rd Squadron continued to secure the staging area and supported Operation
UNIONTOWN.

2l YNovember

Operation ATLANTA contimued with the lst Squadron performing convoy escort
missions fron LONG BINH to the Regimental Base Camp; conducted search and destroy
operations in tha vicinity.of their assigned sector of the base carp perimater,
Troop C reported locating a fortification complex consisting of 80 burnkers and

trenches forming a "T" from YT 278087 to YT 275075, and from YT 278080 east to
YT 281079.

2nd Squadron conducted search and destroy operations (¥S 3495) with Troop
F and provided security for the GIA R3Y rock quarry. On two dirferent occasions
persons were detected along the perimeter manned by Troop E. A trip flare was
ignited at 0315 hours revealing two persons. Fire was received at this time
resulting in one US WIA. Two rourds of mortar fire were received at 1820 hours in
the-2nd Squadron area. Iight fire teams were scrambled and the howitzer tatteries
from the 1st and 2nd Squadrons vere used to engage the suspected mortar position.

Reinforcing fires were also requested and provided by the Sith Artillery Group in
XUAN 1CC.

3rd Squadron remained in the staging area providing security and support
for Operation UNIONTOYN.

25 November

1st Squadror conducted search and destroy operations vicinity of YT 495012.
35 VCS were apprehended in a hamlet containing VC propaganda material and empty
60mm mortar containers; seven were detained for further questioning. Troop B also
conducted ROADRUNNER operations from YS 4497 to YT 2810 without incident.

2nd Squadron utilizing Troop F opened Route 320 for tracked vehicles,
from the base camp (YS 439956) west to National Highway 15 at LONG THANH (YS 140920).
The bridge located at YS 205935 yas determined passable only for wheeled vehicles
with a bypass available for tracked vehicles. ROADRUNNER and security operations
were performed by Troops E and G.

3rd Squadron continued to provide security for the staging area and support
for Operation UNIONTOWN with Troops I and L under the operational control of the
173d Airborne Brigade. Troop K conducted ROADRUNNER operations and convoy escort
from ‘LONG BINH to XUAN LOC without incident.

25 Yovember

Operations remained quiet with the squadrons providing cohwvoy escorts,
limited search and clecr operations and base cap security. Support for UITIONTO N
activities contimued to be provided by the 3rd Squadron, - :

27 November ]

. Search and destroy. operations by the 15t Squadién edst of the perimeter
uncovered 90 12 volt batteries of local manufidcture in a tree wrapped in plastic.
Troop A also found 9 VG packs with.personal equipment and hew black nylon pajamas.

The 2nd Squadron conducted sear

0 ‘ rch ahd destroy operations morthwest of the
base camp and continued to maintain security of the GIA RAY rock qmarry site.

Security of the staging area and continued support of UNIONTOWN operations
were provided by the 3rd Squadron. y:

Convoy escorts were also provided for reginshifal
vehicles moving to and from the base camp,
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28 November - Changes in Task Organization
Troop.E relieved roop L of its UNIONTOMY! mission effective 1200 hours,

+

1st Squadron continusd Operation ATLANTA with search and destroy opera-
tions: (YT 4900) northeast of the base camp with light.contact. POAIRUNMER and
convoy escort operations were run between Blackhorse Base Camp and LOWG BXMNH.

R e P TS S A TS

2rd Squadron operated north of the base comp on searcha and destroy oper- k.
-ations and continued tc maintain security for the rock quarry. :

3rd Squadron continued te nartiwinate in UNICNTOWN with Troops I and.%L
under the operational control of the 173d Airborne Rrigade.

29 Hovember

Operction ATIANTA contimued with the 1st Squadron making a recornaissance
in orcs along Yetional Highay 1 and Tntarprovinelal Noute 333 fran XU/ 10C to

2nd Squadron assumed a portion of the UNIONTONH mission under the oper-
ationsl control of the 173d Airborne Brigade. Troop F provided escort for Regie
mertal convoys and conducted search and destroy operations wicinity of YT 4302.

3rd Squadron contimied en Operation ATLANTA with one Troop still pare
ticipating in Cperation UNIONTIONN,

30° November
1st Squadron's reconnaissance in force cperation contihmed with no contact. K
4 report from 2 10th ARVN Division FAC indicated apmroximataly 300 VG were chserved ;
at YS U85, " ¢nd.Squadron units were dispatclied to conduct a search amd destroy
ogeration which resulted in only minor contact.
3rd Squadro:a meanvhile maintained security of the steging area and

cohtintied to move its equipment and supjlies to the base camp. Troop L campleted
its move to the base camp at 1318 hours. ’

1 December - Changes to Task Organizations
Troon G reliéved Troop'I of CPCCN mission to 173d Airborne Brigade.

AANT GRS LY Il a0 N L RSN 03 0 YN S et 4 a3 i R S a b el

ARY Pl W ghin b

Troop I reverted to 3rd Squadron control.

lst Squadrcn secured the rock quarry and eonducted ROADRUNNER
operations between QI BAY and the base camp.

2nd Squadron Operation.ATLiMM. wuith negative conmtact and participated
in Operation URIONTOIL!.with Troops T and G.

The 3rd Squadron (~) closed in the base camp at 1400 hours, with the
remaining elements from the Provisional Squadron,

TRV N SR O I VS T LTI NS S A

2 December

1st Squadron conducted an area recormaissance (YS 4997) and a ROADRUINER
operation to GIA RAY at the same time providing security for the GIA RAY rock
quarty. AT 1640 hours a resupply convoy consisting of 2 MBA3 Tanks and 3 ACAV's
(from Campany D and Troop B) and 2 2% ton trucks (one from the 27th Zngineer
Battalion) was aubushed by an estimated VC Main Force Battzlion (Reinforced) ab.YT
627071 while returning fram GIA RAY, A reaction force of the 1lst Squadron (-)
moved 0 the site shortly after contact vas made, Reinforcing [fire was received
from'7 air strikes ard artillery fire from the Shth Artillery Group at XUAM 105,
The.main ambush force was pogitioned scuthvest of Mational Highway 1 with elemenhs
of the squadron positioned on the west, north and east sides of VC Positions. TiC
air and artillery were utilised to se2). off the escape routwa to the south.
Contact was broken at 1750 hours, with-enly sporadic firing continuing until 1950

hours,
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"s_-ﬁ.?" Illumination over the sealed area and surpressing fires were provided by‘an AC47

i%: "Spcok" ship after nightfall. As of 2400 hours US casualties were 13 WiA, ‘3 ACAV
'3 . destroyed, and 1 M48A3 tank damaged. VC losses included 88 KIA (BC), 3 machineguns

(2 with bipods) and 1°AK47 assault rifle. The attackers wore light blue uniforms
with pistol belts and bandoleers of ammunition draped over their shoulders. Ome
noticeable item of clothing lacking was that most of them were not wearing shoes.
Experded rounds of 57mm and 75mm recoilless rifles were found rear the ambush site.

2nd Squadron continued to secure the base camp anC support Cpcration
UNIONTOWN. -

B ab kA

3rd Squadron secured the base camp and conducted area reconnaissance
in the vicinity of coordinates YS 4189.

3 December

At 0700 hours the Regimental Command Group moved to the site of the
ambush while the lst Squadron continued sesrch and destroy operations south and
west of the ambush site. At 0720-hours Troop A uncovered an extensive tunnel
system (YT 597063) and shortly thereafter captured 3 VC, 2 of .whom were wounded.
One of the VC stated that he was a member of the lst Company, 1lst Battalion, 275th
Regiment, 5th VC Divisicn. At 1405 hours Troop C captured another wounded VC and
evacuated him for medical treatment. Prior tc daylight the VCts routes of with-
drawal had been sealed by artillery from 2/35th Artillery and an Air Force AC-4%7
orbiting overhead.

The 2nd Squadron remained at the base camp and conducted ROADRUNNER
operations between the base camp and LONG BINH.

The 3xd Squadron moved from the base camp to establish blocking positions
along National Highway 1 from YT 580065 to YT 630087 in support of lst Squadron!s
search and destroy operations at the ambush site. Negative contact was made and
the squadron closed in the base camp at 1815 hours.

4 December

1st Squadron continued to search the 2 December ambush site. At 1025
hours Troop C captured a 75mm recoilléss rifle with T&E mechanism and tripod-at YT
629073. Later on Trcop C found 1 75mm recoilless round 3 gienades, 8 entrenching
tools, 25 foxholes and 1 VC KIA {BC) vicinity YT 624078. Total losses from the
ambush were 1 US KIA (from 27th Engineer Battalion), 22 US WIA and 99 VC KIA (BC),
3 VCC (WIA). See Annex B for breakdown of weapons captured.

2nd Squadron continued to conduct ROADRUNNER operations between the
Regimental Base Camp, and LONG BINH and provide support for Operation UNIONTOWN.

3rd Squadron ‘continued to improve its perimeter defenses waile providing
1 base camp security.

5 December
ROADRUNNER -operations were.donducted between GIA RAY and, LONG BINH with
/ negative contact by the lst and 2nd Squadronms.

3rd Squadron mounted a BUDDY search and destroy operation with the 1st
Battalion 43rd Infantry Regiment (ARVN) in the vioinity of YS 445850. The ARVN
troops made an airmobilé assault after zhe 3rd Squadron had cordoned off the area.
Battery B, 3nd Battalion, 35th Artillery was attached for the operation and organized
a fire support -base at YS 4496. A detailed analysis and report of the operation
is outlined in Annex C to this report.

‘6 December

1st Squadron continued Operation ATLANTA with ROADRUNNER operations to
GIA RAY and LONG BINH. Troop B continued to provide security for the GTA RAY rock
quarry.

“The 2nd and 3rd Squadrons continued to secure the base camp and cornduct
ROADRUNNER operations to and ‘from LONG BINH.
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7 December

The disposition of the Regiment remained the same except for the 2nd
Squadron, With the 1st Squadron securing the rock quarry and the 3rd Squadron
providing base camp security the 2nd Squadron terminated Operation ATLANTA and at
1800 hours and cezme under the operational control of the 173d Airborne Brigade for
Operation CANARY/DUCK.

8 December
The Regiment terminated Operation ATLiNTA at 2400 hours.
9. (U) SUPPORTING FORCES:
a. Artillery:
(1) Size of Force:

Howitzer Battery, lat Squadron, 1llth Armored Cavalry
Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadron, 1lth Armored.Cavalry
Heowditzer Babiory, 3vd Squadron, 11lth Armored Cavalry
Shth Artillery Group

{2) How and When Employed:

‘{a) Battery B, 2d Bn, 35th Artillery (155mm SP) = 2 - 4
Dacenber - supyorted.
1st Squadron on GI4 RAY ambush (2 Dec).

4~5 December - supported 3rd Squadron on Operation ALEX:YDRIA
atong Interprovincial Route 2,

(3) Concept of Cperation: The howitzer batteries orgabic to the
Foginent viére used ia direct supoort of their parent squadrons with the additional
rission of providing general suprort for the entire Regiment. General support
1einforeing firss end harrassing and interdiction (H&I) fires were provided by the
Slith Artiliery Group.

(b) Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 32nd Artillery (OPCOM to Shth
Artillery Groupless command from 23rd Artillery Group) (8v/175mm SP) ~ 21 Novenber
and 2 December provided .general supoort reinforcing and I%I fires.

(c) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 79th Artillery (105mm towed) -
20 October - 8 Dacember provided supnlementary HiI fires.

b. "Signals

(1) Units Employed: A detachient from Company B, 53rd Signal
Battalion consisting of a radio relay termitial (AN/MRC « 17), and HF radio van
(AN/GRC=26D), a commumications center (AN/MGC - 17) and 10 signal persomnel under
the ccmmand of Lieutenant Ing.

(2) Method of Employment: The detachment was utilized to torminate
conmand and central telephone circuits to II F Force V, provide access to-the
Army Area Comminisations System, and to nrovide a communications center for tha
11th Armored Cavairy.

(3) Execution: The Regimental Signel Officer determined what circuits
wers needed for the ojeration and forverded his requirements to the IT F Force V
Signal Officer., II F Force V then submitted work requasts for the installation
of the nacéssary terminals whién were established by the 53rd Signal DeSachment.
Iines from the terminals wers extended by personnel from the Regimenio 2]l Commurd-
cations Platoen. Initially, circuits were established to the LONG BI'H staging area.
Howsver, as the Regiment cleared the avea these circuits .were dropped and others
established in the base camp area. The first circuits in the hase camp were
operational by 31 October 1966,

(L) Concept of Operations: The 53rd Signal:Detathment deployed with
the forward command vost elements of the Regiment ot 31 October and remained at
the base camp providingcommunications betieen the Blackhorse CP and higher head-
quarters.
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(5) Results: The detachment provided continuous costmnications
with high quality circults throughout ths operation. The operation of the Black-
horse switchboard and instsllation of vire to all orgenic and supportirg unita in
the bzas comp was accomplished by the-Regimanptal Communications ¥latoon thus
providing all units access to the amy arza commnications system,

¢, Army Aviation:
(1) Units Employed:

(a) Aviation Platoon, HHT, 11th Armored Cavalry

(b) Aviation-Section, HNT, 1/11th Armored Cavalry
(c) Aviation Section, HHT, 2/11th Armored Cavalry
(@) Aviation Section, HHT, 3/11th Armored Cavalry

(2) Method of Employment:

(a) Aviation Sections - General support of the Regiment.
(b) Aviation Sections - Tirect support of their respective
squadrops; cross-attached between squadrons es situationsewequirdd,

(3) Concept of Operations:

(a) The Regimental Aviation platoon provides a limited 1ift
capability within the transport section utilizing eix UH-1D's, and command and
control support utilizing the two OH-23G!s in the commaad and control section.

(b) The UH~1Dis provided aviation support in a variety of wsys
such as command and control, logistical troop and cargo lifts, combat troep and
cargo lifts, medical evacuation, raconnaissance, training, aircraft maintenance,

administration, mail delivery, F/C, paychological warfare, and hauling of perishable
rations.

(c) The (He23G!s were used primarily for command and control
and administrative missions. They were also used quite extensively for convoy
escort, artillery adjustment and reconvaissance operaticns,

(d) The UH#1C's were effectively used in such roles as ambush
suppression, escort of ajrmobile operations, truck co:voy escort, daily perimster
reconnaissance of the bz=é camp, and as a standby immediate reaction security force,

(L) Significant engagements during which Army Aviation played
a major role:

{2) Ambush suppression and search and destroy operations,
vicinity coordinates YT 2810, 21-23 November 1966.

. (b) Ambush sunpression and search and destroy operations,
vicinity coordinates IT 6307, 2l December 1566.

(é) Operation Alexandria in supoort of 311, search and destroy
operations vicinity of coordinates ¥S LLS8l. )

(5) Statistical data on Army Aviation supnort operations.
(a) Hours flown:

1 OCHef30:- 627 hours,
2 UH-1D & AB-1G = 1387 hours,

(b) Sorties flown:
1 Command and control - 856 Sorties,
2 Combat Supoort - 3207 Sorties.
3 Combat Asseult - 337 Sorties,

(c) Cargo traisporied « 62,5 tons.

£ (d) Passengers transparted « L,357.
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a (6) Elements supporting organic aviation units:

) (a) 6Bth Assault Helicopter Company (airlifted /43 ARVN Regt
on Operation Alexandria 5 Dec).

{b) 506ih SM Co provided POL supiort at the Regimental Bass Camps
d. U,S¢ Air Force:
(1) Employment:

U.S. tactical air elenmeits were employed in suprort of the 1lth
Armored Cavalry throughout Opexvwilon 2TTANTA, Ol Aircrdft of the TACP,; Ilth Armore
ed Cavalry were flown daily in the susport of operations,. Missions flown consisted
of VR, from which valuable intelligence data was collected and submitted; FAC, in
vhich tactical fighter and bember aircraft were employed against both preplanned
and immediate targele selected and requested by the Regimental S~2 and S-3
sections; convoy escorts.during which both 0-1, and vhen required, fighter aircraft
escorted 11th Armored Cavalry convoys; and Artillery Adjustment, in wbich the
FAC's in the 0.1 aircraft adjusted both Regimental and other-support artillery
against targets within the arce of operations, Administrative flights were
flown by the O-1 aircraft but these were mainly in support of TACP requirements,

(2) Control:

A1 Air Force elements utilized during the operation were
under the command and control of the 7th U.S, Air Force (PACAF).

(3) Sffectiveness:

The'majority of the tactical fighter and bomber strikes were,
as determined by subsequent agents reports, considered very effective. These
agents reports must be relied upon because ground follow up action was generally
impossible dve to the terrain and/or ‘other itantical considerstions. On two
occasions when the.Regiment had corvoys ambushed by sizable Viet Cong forces
tactical airpower was instrumental in keeding Irjendiy losses to a minimuxt and
vwas of great aid in dispatching the enemy force. Xilled bty air body count in
these encounters was low due to the Viet Ceng tactic of 2apidly svacuating their
killed and wounded. Again, subsequent agent reporis supnorted the fact that
the tactical air forces employed were very effactive ard the ucbusl hody count
told only a small portion of the story.

(4) Statistical Data on Air Force Sucport Operationss
(a) Sortiws Flovn:
VR - 132
FAC ~ 39
) Escort « 13
/ Artillery Adjustment - 10
Administrative - 9

Combat Strike - 135

(b) Type aircraft flown mith breakdown of nmumber of sortivs
per type:

F.100 - 89
Fu5 = 29
B57 - 12
Al -l
ACk7 - 1

Csl - 203
Page 1 of 2§ Pages
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(c) A tetal of 190 tons of ordnance was expendsd with the
tollmd.ng breakdown by type:

MK-56 1000¢ Bomb 43

M-117 -750f GP Bomb i

K82 500# Bemb 172

MK.81 250F Bonb 28

260f Frag Bomb 2L

BLU.1B/273 750# Nepalm 228
Cannisters of CBU (A1l Types) 30

2.75mm FFAR 341
Illumination Flares 19

.30 Cal Ammo (Rounds) 15,000

20mm HEI (Rounds) 9600

e, Engineer:
(1) Units:

919th Enginecer Company (Armored)
(2) Mathod of Employment:

During the operation engineer elements were attached to the
squadrons based on their assigned missions. Attachments in some cases were made
down to troop and compary levsl with an en%imer squad providing the support.
Tasks assigned the 919th Engincer Company (Armored) ranged from base camp develope
ment and security to combat ergineer suppert (clearing mines, destruction of forte
ifications and construction of temporary bridging).

(3) Execution:

On 20 October the lst Platoon attached to the lst Squadron
moved to the area of the base camp and began clearing fields of fire, utilizing
three tank dozers and one full tracked bulldozer. While the fields of fire were
being cleared and the base camp perimeter secured each.of the three platoons
were providing combat engineer support to the various Armored Cavalry Troops
when an independent mission was required. Specifically, a squad from the lst
Platoon supported Troop A by probing and clearing mines in suspected areas and
destroying bunkers tunnels and booby traps. One of the other squads from the
1st Platoon while supporting Troop B on a reconnaissance mission encountered
an ingeniously emplaced mine complex designed to disable an armored vehicle and
once stopped, destroy it with a charge that was placed at a higher elevation than
the first. They also destroyed enemy bunkers and tunnels as they were located.
While the 3rd Squadron of the lst Platoon supported Troop L on a search and destroy

operation, it constructed a hasty bridge crossing in order for the troop to
continue with its.missfon.

On 26 October the 1st Platoon moved beck to the staging area to assist the
Company Headquarters in their move to the base camp. The following day the
2nd Platoon completed its move to the baze wamp.

By 31 October the entire company had displaced to the base camp area and was
hwily engaged in constructing defensive positions and. sandbagging living areas.
Building materials were obtained and precut for use in construction of permanent
bunkers for the base camp. In conjunction with the installation of the perimeter
defenses technical assistance was provided to the various troop units occupying the
camp.

() Results:

By 8 December the perimeter wire and bunker system was 60%
completed in the base camp area and work on the base camp roads and lrain
ditches were 50% completed. Vertical construction was in its initial stages with
priority of effort going to latrines, showsrs and messhalls, All base camp

development projects were accomplished.in conjunction with the 27th Engineer
Battalion (Cgr
2
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facon.sicamce activitics were confined mainly to hasty bridgs and route 7 =z
‘surveys, This.wis caused- primarily-because of the nature of the duties placed ’
upon the engimerplatoom by the units ‘to which they were attachod,. .These °

ml.sg:’na included tumel and fortification destruction and minor road and tridge

TeD

10. (C) RESULTS:
2. Friendly Losses:.

KTA.- 8
UIA « 49

Equipment lost or destroyed:

ACAV - 3

Equipment ‘damageds

AC:‘~V-'9
Tanx Mi8A3 - 3
UHlB -~ 3
UHD » 1 -
OH23G = 1

be _Enemy Losses:
a (Vl)~ Persomel:

KIA (BC) « 136
KIA (Poss) - 104
YC «51

WS =276

(2). “easons and amunition:

Tecoilless Rifle:
75ma 1/mount. « L
STm 1/mount - 1
I‘achine gun - 5
Submachine gun ~ 6
Rocket Launcher --1
tortar’ (60m) - 1
Small Ams -.8
Artillery Rounds .2
tiortar Rownds .« 25
Recoilless Rownds - 11
Rockets « 2
Mines - 28
Grenades - 28
Small Arms Ammnition - 2570

/] (3) Installations:

Base camps - 8-
Fortifications

Tunnels .51
Tunnel/Bunker Complex - 3
Foxholes - 26}

{4) Foodstuffs:
Rice « 1l tons
Peanuts ~ 1 ton:
Salt - 1 ton
idscellaneous -~ 1100 1lbs

Puge 1§ of 25 Figes
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(5) Spplies: . - -

Uniformd o '3 Bete

Bioytles < 6

Cooking Utensils < 52"

Batteries < 1668 .
Packe and individual web gear < 8 sets

(6) Miscellaneous:

Documents - 41 1bs

Medical Supplies - 54 lbs (+)
Flag -.1 (metal)

0il - 120 gallens

Money ~ 53,C000$VN

Electrical Wire ~ 2200 metefs:

11. (U)- ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a, Logistics: “
Resupply:

(1) Methods. 1st Logistical Command on reqnest of the Reg:lment
established a forward supply point (FSP) in the- Rag:hnental Bese "Carp area. During
Operation ATLANTA, resupply of Class I, IIT amd ITIA was“ handled by supply point
distribution from the FSP, Class V resupply wes and still is being accomplished
by supsly point distribution from the 3rd Ordnance Amrmmition Suvoly Point (ASP)
at LONG BINH. Class II and IV supoly (except PLL repaisr parts) were received
through the 266th Quartermaster Supsly and Servics Battalion at ICI: BINH.

(2) Techniques, Logistical convoys were usad to nrovide the
primary mode of resupsly for the units of the Regiment and the FSP, Aerial
resupp]y was employed only on an emergency basis.

(3) Basic Loads:

(a) Class I. Rachunit of the Regi-ent carried a 5 day
supply of MCI's an their vehicles with a 2.day supnly in their unit treins.

(b) Class III. Each Squadxon Support Platoon is authorized
seven 1200 gallons tank and pump units by TOXE. Additionally, each squadron tas
been authorized two 5,000 gallon tankers with tractor 'by MIOSE (USARV Form 47).
Experience during the operation has shown that the Regiment uised an average of
67,113 gallons of Class IIZ and IIIA per week broken down as follows: JP-4, 8,
904 gallons; AVGAS, 1,506 gallons; MOGAS, 35,487 gallons; DIESEL, 21,216 gallons.

{c) Clees V - Belou is listed & consolidated list of the
legiventel basie load:

DODAC ## HATHCLSURD ’ 3ASIC IC'D
1305401 Ctg, 12 Ga. Shotgun 40,000
1”5-“".%6 Ctg, 5-561’3“1, Ball 1’739’880
1305-4068 -Ctg, 5. 56mm, Tracer 579,950
1305412 Ctg, 7.62ma, Tracer, Carton 100,000
13050130 Ctg, 7.62m:, 3211, 5 rd Clip . 851,480
1305-4131 Ctg, 7.62;}1'1, Id.nked, Ball and Tracer 612,1),0°
1305-132  Ctg, Cal V30 Carbine, Ball, 10rd Clip 1,000
1305-4475 Ctg, Cal U5 Ball 27,855
1305-A557 Ctg, Cal. .50 Bell end Tracer, linked 1,207,500
1310-8568 Ctg, LOmm, 106 6,08l
1310-B574 Ctg, hOm, PFixed B, 14386 L5055
105-6258 Ctg, 90mm, Smk, WP . 288
1315-0262 Ctg, 90w, Canmister 2,306.
1315.0266 Ctg, 90ma, 1B 768
1315.0280 Ctg, 90y, HEaT 12
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1390-N319
1390.N335
1390-N12

Higeranap s L

HQMENCLATURE BASTC LOAD
Ctg, 105m, w/o Pvze .o 3,600
Ctg, 105mm, Nlwm, w/fuze MTSQ 255
Ctg, 105m, Smk, Oreen, w’fuse MISQ 15
Ctg, 10%m, Smic, HC, w/fuze MISQ 0
Ctg, 10%m, Smk, Red, w/fuse MISQ 15
Ctg, 105mm, Smk, UF, w/fuse PD 270
Ctg, 105mm, Smk, Yellow, u/fuse MTSQ 15
Ctg, b.2* Hortar, HZ, w/fuze PD . 2,592
Ctg, Li2" Hortar, H:, w/o fuse 1,037
Ctg, Le2" Marter, Nlwm 259,
Ctg, L.2" Mortar, Smk, WP L3
Oren, Hand, Frag 8,132
Gren, Hand, Incend 5,911
Gren, Haiud, Offensive 1,000
Oren, Hand, Suk, Yhite, HC %0
Gren, Hand, Smk, Green 399
Gren, Hand, Smk, Red 399
Oren, Hand, Smk, Violet 399
Rkt, HE; 3.5 108
Mine, AP, M181A, lon. , Non-metaliic 792
Thickne?’, Tncend Oi1, M;, 100 1b drum ks
Sig, Nlum Acft, Red 6l
Sig, Ilum Acft, Yellow 6k
5ig, Mlum Acft, Green 6l
Sig, Mlun Gnd, “hite Star Cluster 500
§ig, Illum Gnd, White Star, Para 1,000
8ig, Ilum Gnd, Green Star, Cluster £00
Sig, Illum Gnd,. Red Star, Cluster 500
Sig, Smk, Gnd, Red 200
Sig, Smk, Gnd, Yellow 200
Sig, Srk, Gnd, Réd, Para 200
Sig, Smk, Gnd, Green, Para 200
Flare, “Acft, para 250
Flare, Surface, Trip, Mi9 5,676
Starter, Fire 225"
Chg, Demo, Block, Com, Ck 1,480
Chg, Demo, Block, TNT, % 1b X0
Chg, Demo, Block, TNT, % 1b 200
Chg, Demo, Block, TNT, 1 1b 1,850
Cap, Blasting, SpeceBlec, J2 1,850
Cap,, Blasting, Spec-non-Elec 1,850
Dest,. Explosive, MLO 180
Cord, Deto, Reinforced $,000
Fuze, Blasting, Time, Explosive loaded 6,000
Ignite, Time Blasting Fuse, Pull Vire Type 1,850
Rkt, 2,75%, w/motor 350
Rkt, 66mm, Heat, M7T2 oo
Fuse, Point Deto, M78, CP ¥
Fuze, Point Deto, MSIA jaries 1,998
Fuze, Point Deto, M557 w/ocoster M125A1 261
Fuse, Proximity, M513 series 2,403

{d) Weapons densitiss (Ragiment and attached units) are

indicated beslow:

NUENCLATURE LUTH o
Rifle, ML 475

Rifle, Mi6 2,623 2,234
m, 7.62m, M50 847 87
M3, 7.62mm, M50C L8 L6
lno 7.6&!\!, M3 63 63
Carbine, M1 18 18
Pistol, MIN1AL 1,007 1,005
Sutmachinegun, M3A1 15 U5
m, Cal .50, M2 583 $83
Orenade Leuncher, 1179 W7 w7
M159 (1l tubes each) 12 12
Rocket Launcher, 2,5% 18 18
M5 (LOm serial} 4 I

Pags 20of 26 Pages
UNecLasciFlep

L3

74

»

Ty g s

2er Te WRIW. Mty €7

JRSwRR

o v

MV

ET

e

L e Htan bl s R

B LR

evoss Wen

EE O SO NP PRSI

.~

B s T

R TOL PSP L v

i TR

[TV

B TV RO o RPN

Threce o red sane w ~ oo Oafis, 2vie o

e R RS Y




: VWS s A gy

o 7! HAEICIATURE vty o/H
K l_n6 ) 7 - 7 .
; e 9 -9
i N ¥23 é 3
- M9 n 0

b. Trensportation, The Regirent relisd principally on organic transpore
7 tation supnort located,in the support platoons of the squadrous for its canbat
% service support. Token supsort.was provided by the Saigon Ares Transportation
; Officer to move 2,500 short tons of WABI(C, CONNEX containers and tentare from the
*i staging area to the base camp area, The Regiment was required to pickup Class I1I
¥ and IV supplies (izss repair parts) and Cless V from supply points in the LOIG BINH
H ares (an approkimate 110km turn arcund), The same oombat servioce support vehiales
3 were also used to duliver from the base camp supply points to the squadrons which
i in some cases involved ancther 110km turn around. The use of tactical support
% vehicles o return to rear area supply points as well. a8 deliver fram forward
H ‘supply points to the vnits of the Regiment has resulted in the accumilaiion of
i

excessive mileage an the tactical support vehicles of 'the Regiment. This situation
w11l be alleviated somevhat when a planned forward supply point for Class V is

1 establiched in the base camp. However, the problem of. Cless II and IV will

i cntimwe until such time as a FSP is established for thess supplies,

|

i

6, Hedical Zvaluation and Fospitalization,

(1) Concept: The squadron medical pletoons would provide irmediate
treatment and prepare casuslties for evacuation to the 37th Medieal Company
and/or request "Dust OffM support. Aeronedical sudport ould be provided by either

the Regiments) Aviation Platoon or Aeramedical units located at LCIG BIRH depending
on the availability of aircraft.

2) Execution: Tach ermored cavalry troop normally had medical
personnel and(ezacuation vehicles attached to them.from the scuadron headquarters
troon,. Imitial medicel aid wes provided by these aidmen while awaiting
aeroevacuation. Whenszver a landing zone could not be secured or the terrain was
such that the helicopters could not land, the attached evacuation vehicles were
utilized to move the casvalties to the squadron aid station end subsequently to

tbe~9§rd Evacustion Hospital in L0OYG BIM{ ov the 3rd Field Hospital in SAIGON.
Over 90% of the Regiment's casualtie: were evacuated by.air.

( Response to "Dust

Off" requests was immediate and highly effective. On several occasions the "Dust
Off!" pilots exposed themselves and their aircraft to heavy enemy fire as well as
friendly artillery fire in order to evacuate a critically wounded trooper.

el S SR

12. (U) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: No special techniques or
equipment was employed or developed during Operation ATLANTA.

13. (U) COMMANDER ANALYSIS: Operation ATLANTA.proved to be a most success-
ful operation not only from the standpoint of casualties inflicted on the Viet
Cong but the number of lines of communication that have been opened to friendly
traffic. No longer can the Viet Cong freely utilize them for movement of their
forces and supplies nor set up tax collection points to harass and extort Toney
from the local populace. The persistent, aggressive and far reaching actions of
the Regiment have continually kept-him off balance thus preventing any massing
of forces for any sizable attack. The two instances (ambushes) when he was
able to mount an offensive action resulted in complete routs. Geographical
locations heretofore considered privileged Viet Cong sanctuaries were brecached
by the armored columns of the Blackhorse Regiment destréying.base camps,
fortifications, and capturing precious stores of food, The operation only
further, demonstxated the flexibility, effectiveness, and prowess of an Armored
Cavalry Regiment in an insurgency enviromment. The situations encountered by

the Blscihorse ran the gamut from ROIRUNNIR and convey escort missions to

cordon ond search operations vhereby the squadro: 8 had to seal of# and then move
in ard physically root thy Viet Cong Forces. On sath occasion ti's enamy was
decisively engaged and felt the full cambat over of the Regiment with tellins
rosults, out the operation the Regiment has baen able to move at will
in LCJG XIIAMH and BINH TUY Provinces and the northern most portion of PIUC TUY

Provinee both on and off the highvays e:periencing little difiiculty with

terrain or geogrephical. obstacles,
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Operation ATLIIT. vas the Regiment's initial operstion in the XUANIOC:w
VO DAT areas and initial efforts vere being expended securing and organizing the
base camp, hovever, on ab least two occasions ARVN. and Popular Force units
participated in search and clear/destroy operctions in the Blackhorse TAGR.
Much of the Regizwentts vreliminary efforts were devoted toward e8tadlishing lines s
of commnication with the 18th ARVN Division, District and Province officials
and the ‘National Police, Currently the Regiment has exchanged liaison officers
with: the' 18th Division and haw established 2l hour contact with:the local
Vietnamese officials, Add:.t:.onally g Limited program‘has been instituted:ihereby
the Natioral Pelics accompeny the squadrons on their operations vhich so-far
have proved most ‘benzficigl. to all:concexnicd, Future ﬂma call-for-an expansion-
of this program vith <he ultimote goal of speeding up. tua pacification effort :Ln
IONG K}!ANH and BIUK.TUY Previnces.

S Adlayew v,
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. (6) LESSONS LEARIED:
&8s Operations,

S CBALIT TheR A T BT -

(1) Item: Obtaining clearance to engage uampans.

mscussicn- then there is-a possihility of helicopter -fire
teams encountering Fampens,. target clearances and identificetion problems may
arise since clearance must be obtzined fron District, This requirement causes
ydue delay and often results in thie target.esceping: the arez before-clearance
can be obtained,

-Obgervation: The pi‘dblem car. be greatly simplified and
facilitated by csnﬁg a Vietnanese Gfficiel on board one of the ships vho is
.authorized to:give penmissicn to fire cnce .the target hac been identified,

~ A2 uk e BT Do sy £ Dwe il ¢ £
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(2) Item: Imployment of combot engineer platoons.

Discussion: During operations adeguate and efficient
engineer support is not. aluaya provided because the platoons are often fragmented
even though operational requirements and missions.sometimes do not- warrant-the-
employment of an entire platoon.

o ANNES By FEad i

Observation: Commanders should evaluate. their engineer
support available and in conSowance with the rission at hand assign tasks to
the epginser comsender at the sane btins i aintaining: supgert fleztovilibye

(3). Item: Control of air space over the battld- area.

Discussion: During an ambush there were four observation
aircraft, four UH1B gunships, a.medical evacuation helicopter, and one. command
helicopter all over the ambush site at one time or the other. With the possible
exception two of the four observation aircraft were thexe by-necessity.

In additiom high . performance aircraft riere making strikes or 2ach side of the
road which-resulted in a few near misses.

i .
DA LA g ol

A AT b o n mp

Coservation: Cne airborne-element should: coerdinate the
airspace sbove the battle area when more than one tjpe of aireraft’is mera’omg in
/ the area. The old rule of thumb that the sloier aireraft should tenpora,.ily

leave the curez until the faister. shipz: have: delivered their ordnssve twuld be
very sppropeiste in this case, H

(4) ITtem: Contoy reaction force. :

e aita

Discussion: The ambushes of 21 Hovenmber and 2 December clearly
indicsted the n»ed-and the value of a highly mobile, and’ solf suste_ining force H
with the capability of rapidly closing with the enesy. §

‘Cbservation: Comvoy raaction forces should be camosed of §
arnor elements, if r:ossmBIe, supplementac’yith rmed helicopters (AH-1C). :

(5). Item: Reaction of comvoy escorts in an ambush, ;

DMiscussion: Recent experiences have shown tliat the first .
mtes of contact and afzﬁ'on thereafter by the escort are most criticel.
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77 “Without exception if the escort had not, once clsar of the killing zons, retwrned

to the ambush site firing every weanon available the convoys:would have besn
overrun by the, VC,

s g

.
N

“

o .~ Observatior: Maximm firepdwer and bold sxecution of
counteramtnsh techniques Will effectively neutralise the ambushisg force.

“

o g e

(6) Item: Location of Viet.Cong. ambush forcés.

o

Discussion: During the 21November 1966 ambush the Viet

K Cong positioned themselves in the ‘g’rafs_s and-undergrowth flanking (2 to 3 meters)
¢ the rozd with the apparent idea that the gunners field of observation would.be
Jw' masked by their own vehicle (ACAV).

Observation: ACAV gunners should be trained to fire ahead,
to the rear, and down as the vehicle passes through a killing zone.

: 4 (7) Itém: Zrployment of hand grenades in‘an ambush.
; -

Discussion: Experience has shown that the Viet Cong
3 position thoir closest forccs just off the road sometimes in the drainage ditches.
Machineguns located on the ACAV's experienced difficulty in effectively covering
the close-in, immediate area on either side of the vehicle.

Observation: The hand grenade is an excellent close in
counteramtush weapon. ;

(8) Items Employment of ondpers as part of the ambush ferca,

S
Ao toe 2

Discussion: The employment of snipers particularly in
anbush sites having rubber or samilar height treez can inflict heavy casualties
on the ambushed element. Snipers ave very affective becense the ambushed force
normslly is concentrating its atitention on the forces on the ground.

‘N

%
s

8,

Observatlan: Plens for fire distribution should includéd
the engagcment of possills sniper locations once contact ‘has been mads.

(9)

»

It:en}: Utilization and employment of armed helicopters.

Discussion: The armed helicopters (AH-1C) organic to the
Armored Cavalry Regiment can best be util

‘zed and employed when consolid
Regimental level (air cavalry troop). Teas Tioy poged a

This allows greater flexibility and
continuous support for committed maneuver (squadron) forces.

s

e, g Y

Observation: Armed helicopters donsolidated for b.
combat support missions will ail suppors ton]

. : : ow continuous and greater aerial support
armored’ cavalry squadron. & ’ i for che

SRR Y 0
A LA W

(10) Item: Liaisén requirements.

; Discussion: During Operation ATLANTA a'liaison officer was
assig}:sg :;f:ighe 10th ARVN Division in XUAN LOC and the 10th ARVN in.turn as::lgned
an akVN-officer to HQ, llth Aned Cav Regt., This made rapid .

and has proven invaluable. ’ § é #pic coordinacton possible

Dbservation: Timely lisisen with other urdts in an area of
operations is of great importance, ard can provide informetion iaat would be
othorwise unattairable,

{11) Item: Control of convoys.

Discussion: ‘During Operation ATLANTA mmercus convoys
moved to and from ‘the Regimentzl Bace Camp, Control of these convoys during
movement and limiting their size became a problem. Duving moveesnt there is the

over present, threat of ambush, especially agsinst such lucrative targeis as resupply
convoye, and control becomes even more difficult and importaiit.

Gvservation: Convoys must be effectively cntrolled and
their size Jimited to reducs The possibility of VC exnloitation of veak points,
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(12) Itéms Signal support. . 7%

- Discussion: When a nﬁnntgl{fwt’:r tacgc’al camand
208t 18 employed, a mulii-channel radio Jink is necessary to extend uecessary
Somand and control ciiilts, This supaort must bo-Tequested from a higher hasd-
quarters, If there is snfficient time for planning, supsort can be programeed
md cbtained, However, if a situation davelops ravidly, this support may not
be availabls to deploy with the tectical-CP,

-Observation: A need exists:for a.permanently assigned multi-
channel radio link within an armored cavalry regiment. Equipment has been re-
quested expected in-country in July.

(13) Item: Command Post Vehicle M-577Al.

Discussion: ‘When thé command post vehicle M-577A1 is used
as a "fixed station" CP, the heat build-up inside.the vehicle causes deterioration
of parts in the comnunicatioh equipmént. There are measures that can be taken
to alleviate the heat build-up.

“Irisure adequaté ventilation.

Utilize a fan to cool equipment.

Keep radio transiissions to a minimum.

Provide overhead shelter fox: the M-377Al.

Whén not transmitting, place“the T-195 in the standby
position.

-

IUII&\I?'INlr-

Observation: Radio operators and.supervisors should be smade
aware of the measures ©o bo tacen to prevert damage to commnications equipment in
the M.577AL when operating in a statis position.

'(s) Item: Frequencies.

o Discussion: The frequency smectrum has proven to be extremely
crowded in ITI CTZ. ~Constant, comnaind emphacis and supervision is needed to mini-
mise interference and expedite traffic passage.

Observation: ?requency interference exists, but units can
communicate and make effective use of assigned frequencies by observing correct
procedures.

b. Training.

Item: Rules of engagement training.

. Discussion: ‘Rules of éngagement as imposed in parts of
Vietnam require the individual soldier to initiate combat under varying conditions
and with a variety of weapons. Without specific training oriented towards this
type of engagement the results could be detrimental to our efforts in Vietnam.

Observation: CONUS irairing for Vietnam bound troops ghm_li‘l
include scme. of the general rules of engagement i.e. action -ageinst snipars in
towns, progression of .weapons to be used and destruction of homes and huts and why
these rules are necessary, Onee assigned to & unit inecountry the individual
should receive further instruction on any rules common.only to that unit,

¢, Intelligence:
Item: Patrols.
Discussion: .Daylight recon.patrols and night-ambush patrols in the
vieinity of both the staging area end base. corm have -baen.found. to. be extremely
effsctive fn deterring VC atiacks on these areas,

(bservation: An aggressive plan for patrolling the.areas around
base camps will deny the VC opportunities to plan, practice and exscute attaoks,
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d. CA/BSYOPS.
(1) 1Item: Loudspcaker operations.

" Discussion: Information received from Viet Cong prisoners and

ralliers indicate that loudspeaker missions are not effective when flown above,

2,000 feet or on windy days.
Observation: The altitude and wind activities will*have a
direct effect on the.overall results of: loudspeaker missicns.
(2) Item: Chieu Hoi Program.

Discussion: Reports continue to come in from the field stating
that the Viet Cong do not trust the allied forces in particular the Americans.
It is quite apparent that Viet Cong 'propaganda iz still able to influence theéir
thoughts. All the ralliers in LONG KHANH Province during Operation ATLANTA turned

themselves in to GVN and ARVN forces.

Observation: Leaders at all echelons of command must be aware
of and stsess the importance of the Chieu Hoi Program and especially how to identify

and handle a rallier.

* Additional lessons listed in Annex C Operation Alexandria

.
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CONFIDENTIAL
MRRATIVE OF THE “\MBUSH OF

INTRODUCTION (C)

On 21 Novembe¥ 1966 a large convoy escorted by nine Armored Cavalry Agsault
Vehicles (ACAV!s - Modified M113 Armored Personnel Carriers mounting a 50 caliber
machine gun with hatch armor ard two side mounted-M60 machineguns,.each with an
armored gun shield) was aubushed on Natidnal Highway One between BIEN HOA and
XUAN LOC (YT 27509980 YT 299097) by elements of two battalions of the Viet Cong
274th Regiment. The escort successfully defendéd the convoy despite the fact
that the VC were well entrenched and employed 57 and 75mm recoilless rifles,
mortars, automatic weapons, and small arms and grenades..

BACKGROUND (C)

Operation ATLANTA, which bagan on 20 October 1966, was the operation in
which the lith Armored Cavalry Rcgiment cleared, secured, and occupied a base camp
in the vicinity of LONG GIAO, YT 4496, 12km south of XUAN LOC, RVN. The convoy
of 21 November was one of many convoys moving supplies, equipment and men from
the staging area to the base camp as Operation ATLANTA progressed.

Units represented in the convoy .included Headquarters and Headquarters Troop
11th Armored Cavalry, 28th Military History Detachment, 33rd Chemical Detachment,
1lth Armored Cavalry Tactical Air Control Party, S54lst Military Intelligence
Detachment, 48th Transportation Group, as well as elements of the S1, 82, S3, and S4
staff sections of Headquarters, 1lth Armored Cavalry.

The terrain and vegetation in the area provided good fields of fire and con-
cealment for the ambush force. On the south side of Highway One, where the
heaviest concentration of enemy troops was located, the brush, jungle and secondary
growth begins at YT 275099 and continues to YT 282100, where an area of grass and
banana trees begins (see sketch map). This area continues to YT 292098 where brush
and high grass dominate the area. The north side of the road is generally level or
with only gentle slopes.and consists of high grass vegetation interspersed with
low scrub brush, throughout the ambush area.

Less than ten minutés prior to the ambush, an intelligence report was
received by 82, llth Armored Cavalry, indicating that VC forces were in: position
at what soon proved to beé-the ambush site. This information was passed lmmediately
to the lst Squadron, parent unit of the convoy escort platoon.

THE AMUUSH OF 21 NOVEMEER 1966 (C)

The escort cammander received warning of the impending ambush when his cin
vehicle was less than 1,000 ycrds from the ambush site. All vehicles except the
lead ACAV were nocified of the impending ambush befors the VG commenced firing,
As the convoy and escorts passed by the smbush sitc they employed reconnaissance
by fire which was returned by a heavy volume of small arms, automatic waspons,
mertar, recoilless rifle, and hand grenade' fire.

Approxirately one-hslf of the convoy passed through the killing zons safely
befors a truck was hit by recoilless rifle fire which stopped-and burned in such
a position that no other vehicles could pass. Vithin two minutss the three trycks
beldnd the firat one to bs hit were destroyed on the road, The two ACAV!'s closest
to the firing moved irmediately to protact the trucks under fire engaging the
enemy with all their available weapens, This action, combined. with.the small swms
fire retwmed by the personnel who had dismounted from the trucks when the rear
portion of the convoy was forcsd to halt, kept the enemy slements fram overrumming
‘the convoy. Aftsr 2 brief Wit furiops o:mhange of fire, Lotk of the ACAV's that
had come up to protect ihe trucks took disabling recoilless rifle rounds, and had
to be evacuated by their crews, most of whom hed become casualties,

|
:

L=

As the fire fight was raging in the ld1ling szons, the escort platoon leader
organized a hasty escort from thres ‘ACAV's in the lezd and moved that-seation ‘of
the convoy on towards XUAN L0C, He then immediately turned sround, and with cae
other ACAV, moved at top speed back toward the sound of the guns, Halfway to
the burning trucks, the.nlatoon leader was foresd to leave the -aCAV accompanying
his vehicle to act as security for the DUSTCF® heliccpter coming in to evacuate
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woonded, As he continued alone his vehicle was struck by a recoilless #ifls round
vhich disabled only the radio, on the vehicle, but wounded two crewmen, DBefore
reaching the scens of the action the platoon lesder's vehicle engsged the ambusk
force on both sides of the road until the enemy Tire stopped. During this time

he adjusted the. ordnance delivered by an airestrike, and supervised the svacuatiom
of wounded by DUST.(FF. ’ ’ o

52

FIR® SUPPORT-(U)

There was no artillery fire in support of the ambush fight, however, liter in
the day artillery was emplaced to support search and clear operations in th: aréa.
Thére was a total of four firing runs made by axmed helicopters and two alistrikes
flown in support of the convoy. Later in the day-an additional air strike was
flown in support of search and clear operations.

The Light Fire Team from the Aviation Platoon, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment
placed the following ammunition on the ambush:

18t Piring Run 12 Rockets {275 FFAR)
2 UHIB 12,500 rounts 7.62 M3 (+)
2nd Firing Run 18 Rockets
3 UHiB 12,500 rounds 7.62 M3
3rd Firing Run 10 Rockets
3 T8 12,500 rounds 7.62 M3
¢ %.u Run 2 Rockats B
. 12,500 rourds 7.62 MO
N Rockets
TOPAL $9,000 younds 7,62 (+)

The ALr Foroe delivered the following drdnnce on the site of the ambush:

14 My Strike 6500 pound bembs

Fidght & 3 F1001s 6~T50 pouné napalm bambs
7200 rovnds 20mm

2nd AP Strike 2-500 pound boribs

Flight of 2 FS's

2-750 pound bombs

2-Type 24 CBU clusters

T®SULTS
(U): Enemy losses included:
Personnel:
Kk (heks) %10
Equipment:
'STam Recdilless Rifle
::3 ﬁ ::;mtvmne 1
RAG.2 T Rookets 2
RKG AT hand grenads 1
Stick grenadee 35
Pail Lin acsentlies
from axperded RPG.2 2
AT yocketa 3
75mn RR Casings 3

Page 2 of 3 Pages
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a Unfired 57mm RR HEAT 9
Ropnds
Expended 57mm RR casings 6
Expended - booster chavge 2
casings for RPG .
Sets of web equipment and 10
camouflage
Aldman's medical kit with 1
splints

Documents identifying lst Bn, 274, and-2nd Bn,
274th VC Regiment were taken from bodies

{C) Friendly losses included:

Persomnel:
KIA 7
wIa 8
Equipment:

ACAV's destroyed
2% ton trucks destroyed L
COMCLUSIONS (C)

Information obtained from documents found on the VC hodies indicated elements
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 27Lth VC Regiment comprised the ambush force.

Though the VC destroyed 2 combat and l; administrativé vehicles the convoy was
not overrun, despite the fact that the major portion of the enemy force only had
to contend with the small arms of the escorted perscnnel and two ACAV'!s, This waw
dstermined by three factors:

First was the counter fire from the ambushed column, which began as soon as
the trucks stopped.

Second was the fact that the escort unit vas warned of the ambush and
entered the killing zone firing their amtomatic weapons: This undoubtedly

inflicted casualties on the enemy and may well have caused the VC to.initiate
the ambush prematurely.

Third it must be accepted that the tremendous volume of fire out out by the
ACAV's was instrumental in causing the VC to break contact and flee.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

MARRATIVE OF THE AMBUSH CF 2 DECEMBER 1983
INTRODUCTTON {G)

n 2 December 1966, e1bents (rp'ngx‘ Sonvey) of the lst Squadron were
ambushed by the 275th Viet Gong Main F Regiment ofi Nationsl Highway 1 northeast
of SUOL CAT. 'The ¢ g abtion drimatically displayed .the spitome of proper
counterambush techniques shd ‘actions. So violent Was the exssutiom. of the counter-
ambush ‘that within 70 minutes the squadron had rendered the 2¥5th-VC Reglment
ineffective as a fighting-force without the loss of a single trooper. This one
action assisted immeasurably in paving the way for’'more extensive operations.by
the Blackhorse Regiment to the noxth and east of VO DAT.

BACKGROUND (C)

Operation ATLANTA began on 20 October 1966 with the lst Squadron.conducting
a clear and secure operation along National Highway 1 from BIEN HOA to XUAN LOC
and securing the site of the Regiment's permanent base camp south of XUAN LOC.
Operation ATLANTA was not only conceived on the idea of ‘carving out a piece of
real estate and building a base camp, but in opening up and }securing roads -and
permitting the flow of civilian commerce throughout the provinces around XUAN LOC.
Once the base camp area had been secured, search and destroy and’ ROADRUNNER opera-
tions were conducted toward VO DAT along National -Highway 1, and -Interprovincial
333, and south from the base camp on Interprovincial Route 2 to the lst ATF TAOR.

Convoys with supplies, equiovment and troops continued to arrive fram the oNe
BINH staging area in ever increasing amounts throughout the remainder of.October
and the entire month of November, On 2 November the Regiment began providing
securfty for a company from the 27th Engineer Battaiion (C) in the vicinity of
GIA RAY adjacent to National Highwey 1 at the ‘base of CHUA CHAN Mountain,

Viet Cong activities in the 1lth Aruored Cavalryfs area of operation were
relatively ninor in natmre during the month of November except for the.ambush
of 21 November, On-27 and 28 November tho Regiment received RED HAZE reports of
approximztely ‘80 emissions south of Mationsl-Highway 1 .(vie YT 2010-w 2120 -.2407 -
2007) ‘and agent reports of movements north and south of National Highway-1-in.the
vicinity of SOUL CAT and CHUA CHAN Mountain, On the 29th the let Squadronroved
into the area of the reported activity and conducted a zone-reconnsissancas narth
and south of Mighway 1 as far es GIA RAY remsining overnight, yeturring the next
day without contact, On the same day the lst Squadron returned to the base camp,
& FAC from the 18th ARVN Division (Formerly the 10th Division} reportet receiving
automatic weapon fire and observed an estimated Viet Cong battalion ofl Interprov-
incial Route 2 vicinity of XA BANG (¥S L;285), ' Shortly-thsreafter a second report
was received, this one from XUAN'LOC subsector indicating another Viet Cong oste
talion was located (YT 3405 to YT 31498) west of XGAY LOC approximately 8 idlameters.
The 2rd Squadron was immediately dispstched to check the reporied 2utivity to the
south on Interprovincial Route 2 whils the lst Squadron moved to-the west on
Highway 1 to search the other suspected arsa. Both cperations produced negative
contact,

The 1st and 2nd Squadrons.returned to the base ocmp resuming thair mission of
base camp security. The next day Troop B relieved elements of the 2nd Squadron
providing -security for the GIA RAY rock quarry. Agent reports still indicated
enery activity around GTA RAY., Conssquently, reaction forces wers continuelly on
the alert and each t;.onva,v'a movemant was closely scrutinized.

The terrain in the érea of the mibush is gentle, sloping to the southeast fram
the commanding terrvain iri the srea, Chua Chan Mountain (elsvation 83Mm). Drainage
flows fron the mountein to the northeast to the southeast. The highway is flanked
by ¢lephant grass on both sides turning into heavy secondary growth approximately
60 naters off the road, The initial srea of contact was flanked to the west by a
pertion of a rubber plantation, Trafficability was limited once the vehicles enter
od the undergrowth, However, it did not irpeds the advance of the Blackhorse Tro-
da:". The weather was hot und clear contimuing throughout the night and the next

o
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THE-AMBUSH-OF % DECEMBER 1966 () - gy -

On the second of Dscember Troop B'plus-aplatoon of tanks from Corpany D wers
sscuring the site of the rock querry while Troop A mannsd the squadronts sector
of the base camp-perimeter., A resupply c¢anvoy had arrived earlier in the day at .
the*base . camp. and was onitawwbacktotherockquarrywhenitmmbuahod
at 1640 hours by an estimated 2 battalion Viet .Cong force. The area selecced by
the enemy for the.ambush 1s- located on a' stretch of Highway 1 that has come.to be
known as "Ambush Alley" (YT 602064 to YT 629084 along Highway 1) (see sketch i).
The con%oy, consisting of 2 t:asks, 3 ACAV's and 2 2%-ton trucks, reacted violently
to the attack with the armored vehicles escorting the two trucks out of killing
zone then returning immediately to rake the.entire killing zone with 90mm cannister,,
50 Cal and 7.62 machinegun- fire, grenades and M-16 fu'e (see sketch 2).

Word of the ambush was received by the ist Squadron units in the base camp
and Troop B located 5 kilometers north of the ambush.at the.rock quarry. Within
seven minutes-after the squadron received the-information, Company D (-) was on-
the move, towards the ambush to be followed 10 minutes later by Troop C. Meanwhile
Troop B had arrived at the ambush site, moving right into the killing zone smother-
ing the Viet Cong positions, many of which were only off the shoulder of road, with
withering fire. A .Viet Cong recoilless rifle round hit one of the tanks knocking
off the ‘commander!s cupola, .but it did not deter the crew as they continued to
fight.-and in the ensuing battlé- fired every round of 90mm on the tank.

By this time the tanks of Company D began to ‘arrive on scene having traveled
22 kilometers in 25-minutes, commenced moving through the ambush zome raking one
side of the highway while Troop B worked over-the other side. Howitzer Battery
which followed Troop C and was in turn followed by Troop A 45 minutes lacer,.moved
into a fire support position near SOUL CAT. Once Troop C reached the ambush site
it moved through the killing zone firing-everything it had, and taking uvo.positions
on Highway 1 be ond the RJ of 333 and ! in an effort to seal off the Viit Cong's
routes of withdrawal.

The Viet Cong apparently thinking that Troop C was the last of the reinforce.
ments. began to fire again on-the road only to be caught in a crossfire:betwéen the
on-charging Troop A and the.tanks.of Company D, This fire fight lasted about ten
mimutes -then Charlie began 10 lose his-taste for combat with the Troopers of the
Blackhorse, Troop A moved into positions astride Highwsy 1.west of Troop B while
Troop G shifted further south in an attempt to: ‘block the Viet ‘Cong's escape routes
(see .aketich 3).

Reinforaing fire was provided both frcm the ground by the Shth Artillery
Oroup and fighter aircre.ft based at BIEN HOA directed by the Reglnent's FAC
persomel observing thé ambush site fyom overhead, Further support.was provided by
the Squadronts light fire team-and aircraft from the Regimental Aviation Platoon,

The Viet Cong had dug-in and covered positions on both sides of the road (see
sketch 2) covering the killing zone with heavy and light machineguns, 60mn mortars,
at least one 75mm recoilless rifle and small arms. Viet Cong forces wore also
positionsd close to the shoulder of the road with grenades, with the apparent hope
of damaging-the suspension systems of the-ACAV!s and.tanks which proved to bs

‘fruitless, They did howeverl provide lucrative terzets fer the grenadiers on the

pessing ACAV'!s as they drooped their hard grenades and fired their M79 launchers
with deadly accuracy.

At 1750 hours contact was broken by the Vet Corig with only sporadic firing
continuing until 1950 hours. In order to:.sezl off. the escape xoutes to the scuth
{see ‘aketch 3) a cambination of &rtillsry and air support wes-niiiized to fire
throuﬁhcu" the night on suapected averiaes of withdraval (trails, stream beds, . ri

1llumination.and surpressing fires were delivered by rotating ACL7 "Spook®
ships over the area until morning light, -An initial ‘check of the, srea indicuted
the V¢ had 88 KIA (BC) in the 70 ninute -encounter with ths "First of the Blackhorss§

Atter .remaining in position al'l. night along the road the 1st Squadron atarted
to.¢ledr the ambush eite, sending dimmounted patiols spproxirately 200 metegs off
the rced, lMounted patrols conducted search and clear operations on the. irails
traveling 10 kilometasr v into the jungle. To further tighten the knot around the
amea the 3rd Squadron moved from the Jbase cap assvming the lst Sguadron’a
Mocking positions 1hilz the 1lst mde & sweep~of the srea. A forward CP from the
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CONEIDENTIAL.

Bagi.ment wes also moved into the area to feﬁl:.tate commés:d: and . control of ‘the
operations, is the clearing operation progressed. .the:Viet COng body- count ‘elimbed,
reaching 99 with at least another.100 KTA: ?oss). At appro:d.mate]y 1F30 hours the.
3rd Squadron and Regimental CP moved back to the br.se caniy leaving the st Squdran
to contime their clearing of the arca.

FIRE SUPPORT (U)

At the time of the ambush there were no preplanned fires or air strikes,
however, within ten minutes after the ambush’ started, supporting: fires-from fighter
aircraft and the 54th Artillery Group were on theway. Thus providing Howitzer
Battery, 1lst Squadron encugh time to position izself at SOUT' CAT -where it was.
able to provide direct support for the entire ambush area. Prior to darkness
a Battery from the 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery was dispatched-from.XUAN LOC
to provide further supports Highway 1 vwas established as the fire coordination
line (see sketch 4) with th2 air strikes ‘dirécted. to the east.and.south of the
highway and the artillery té the west and north. FAC persomnel from the Regiment
directed, in .coordination with the gzound commaqder, .seven ‘air strikes from
their light observation aircturt obsexrving the ambush site. CBU's 250 pound
bombs, napalm and 20mm cannohs were directed into the area.uprooting .trees and
cutting huge gouges out of the jungle below. During the hours of darkness a
AC47 nSpook! ship was continually overheadiproviding illumination, and suppressing
fires on request and as targets of opportunity appeared. Supplementing the above
mentioned fire support were light fire teams.from.the'lst:Squadron' and Regiment.

‘The light fire team from the lst Squadron personally bagged at least 5 Viet Cong

when it caught a group of them in the open.

A total of 22 sorties were flown as follows:

A0L - 3 N
F§- 5
F100 - 10
A7 = &
Ordnance expended included:
CBY 8 cannisters
Bomb, 500 lbs 16.
Bomb, 750 lbs 6
Napalm, 750 1bs. 22
FFAR, 2.75" 76-
20mm (HEI) 10,000 rds
30 Calibex -15,000-xds-

*here was -a /minimum of -one FAC overhead.at-all times and at some times as many
as 3 in the.alr.at once. Continuous communications were-maintaineéd-with the ground
commandex, for .the uuracion of .the ambush.

Arcillery direct support was provided by. Howitzer :Battery lst Squddron.
Reinforcing. fires were provided by Battery ‘B-(155SP), 2nd Battalion, 35th Artillery.
A total of 1700 rounds were fired in support of the operation.

RESULTS
(U) Enemy lossce included:
' Persémnels

-KIA. (BC) 99

I (Poss) 100150

yce .3

Equipment: ‘

T RR 1

: 7,62 Hvy i 1

Me62: L4 1 (Type 58) 1
Page 3 of I Pages
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7462 14,10 (Type.56) g0

) k
AX I7-Assault Rifle. 3
Chicam Carbine w/Bayomet 1

BUO RG2 Rocket Lamncher L
60 Nortar 1l
.¥50 Sub MG 4 1
‘Carbine M2 (US) 1

9mell Arms Ammnition  15C0 rounds
Grenade (Fragmentation & Concussion)  L5.
RKG AT. grenade. . .2
‘Hortar femurdtion (60wa) 15

(C) .Friendly losses included:

Personnel:
LA « 1 (27th Engr Bn)
VIA - 22 :
Equipment:

ACAV (destroyed) = 1
Tand MiBA3 (demaged) - 1
CONCLUSIONS (C)

A search of the embush area and information obtained from captured documents
and prisoners indiceted that the 275th VG Regt -(Main Force) rednforced with heavy
wespons sprung the aubush which 70 minutes later turned into a disasterous defeat.
The decisive defeat of the Viet Cong can be attributed to several things:

First and foremost is. that at no tiwe in the anbush vas the Viet Cong able to
gain control of the situation even though he had .the advantages of surprise and
fortified positions, The vialent reaction-by the escart force completely stripped
hin of any advantages he might have hade Once out-of the killing zone the cscart
force mims the trucks charged head.long down the road belching fire on both-sides
.of the road, 'This spontansous action held at bay the attacking force until the
reaction forces arrived,:

Secondly, the rapid reaction of the remainder of the squadroniin reathing the
ambush site within 25 nimtes after traveling a distance of approxinately 22 Jan.

Third, the iimmediate establialment of a fire coordination line (Highway 1)
thus permitting maximm utilization of both air wnd ground supporting fires.

Fourth, the ability of the convoy to withatand the initial.shocik and then be
shle to reteliate so effectively.

The final results might liave been even.batter if it had stayed Iig,ht another

two hours, However, weather conditions did not limit the ability of ‘control
personmel -t0 place affective fire on the enemy nositions,

Inclosurest

ap Sketch map 1, Sketch map 2, Skeuch map 3, Sketch map 4, and Topographic
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CONFIDENTIAL
COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTIGN REPQORT
OPERATION ALEXANDPIA
References:

OPORD 09-66 \OPERATION ALEXANDRIA), Headquarters, llth Armofed'
Cavalry Regiment, 2 Dec 66.

1. NAMES.OR IDENTITY "AND/OR- TYPE OF "OPERATION:
a. OPERATION ALEXANDRIA
b. Search and Destroy.

2. DATES OF OPERATION: 041030 ~ 051957 Dec 66.

3. LOCATION. DUC THANH and YUAN LOC” PROVINCES.

4. CONTROL HEADQUARTERS. 1lth Armored Cavalry.Regiment.

5. REPORTING OFFICER. LTC Palmer A. Peterson.
6. TASK ORGANIZATION. See Annex A.
7. SUPPORTING‘FOECES:

a. Air Support

(1) Preplanned air strikes. There were two-preplanned air
strikes at-050700 Dec-on suspected VC route:of v;thdrawal. Its effective-
ness could not'be judged because of the dense:vegetation-in the strike- area.

(2) Immediate air strikes: There was-one immediate- air
strike at 051100:Dec called in by Tm Iito reduce enemy machine gun and
small arms fire. The strike which follewed artillery and dn assault by
two light fire teams reducéd the volume 0f fire to-the extent where ground
elements could effect a search.

'b. Squadron-and Regimental Aviation.

(1) A total of 25 hours-and- 40 minutés of air time was
recorded by helicopter pilots flying in support of the ground action. 13
hours 50 minutes were recorded in UH-1B aircraft and 1l hours 50 minutes
were recorded in OH-23G aircraft that flew FO!s and other observers.

(2) A total of four strikes were recorded. Three by the
Third’Squadron light‘fire’ team and one by the-Second " Squadrsn light fire
tedm. Targets were-enemy routes-of withdrawal ‘from the dbjective area,
tunnels.and bunkers. The-dssaults were observed to be more effective in
surpressing enemy-fires from those-positions:

(3) The following Ordnance was expended:

‘(a) 2.75"% air to:ground rockets - 37
(b) 7.62mm linked - 6,000 rounds'
c. Other Aviations

(1) Two Dust Offs were completed for this operation.

(2) 68 hours-veré -flown by 10-UH-1B aircraft of the 68th
Aviation Support Company. The e mpany air-lifted the 43rd Infantry into

objective .Alpha and out at t!‘e end of the day. Alsoy these elements were

used to evacuate 600 VC5 to-an 1nterrogacion point six kilometers from
Objective A.

arneed &

GROUP 4
AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSYFIED
AFTER 2 YEARS
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SUAJECT: Combat Operatitms ftar-hction Report (RYC: M.V J3-32 {Cont)

de Artill
(1) General. iftillory support for the oporatich was
supplied by threc sources. , .
(a) Howitzer Battery 3d Squadréh fired the following

Ja, 050200 +o 050300 Dece HI was fired in
various areas, 40 rds HE were firecd; It:uwas unobserved; effectiveness
unknowns

nigstonss

2a. 050515 to 050715, 297 rds HE and 42 rds WP
wore fired for preparatory fires and to seal off the objective areas, It
wag uncbserved and results unknowns howover, based on the murber of VCS do«
teined 4t can be assumed that it was effective in helping to establish the
scal.

3_., 050600 Dec, 2 rds-of WP were fired as a

[,L 050900° Dcc. 3066 rds HE and 48 £ds-WP were
fired for e blocking barrage which wes requested by S-3., fn FO observed
and reported the fire effectively blocked avemues of escapss
ba 051045 to 051400, 396 rds of HE and 32 rds WP
were fired for combined assavlt on 1ine by Tm I, Tm X and T L. At-one point
on this mission a dead space was cncountered in a ddep drave The assault
elements could not cffectively clear the area without halting: the assault,
Howitzer Battory offcetively closed their sheaf and was able to “complotely
£i11 tho draw with fire and roduce cnemy harrassment from ibat position.
&, 051630 to 051645.Dece 137 rds fE and 13 rds
WP were fired by the 105 Battery and. 155 Battery masscd.as a final pro-
toctive fire for Tm I and Tm. I as thoy withdrew from the-area., This was
a TOT mission, lrtillery batteries are not usually located .together in
Viotnan to allow them to mass their forcos in this wey e However, the
nission was effectively accomplisheds
. bs B Battory 2/35 Lrtillory 155 MM SP fired 454 rds HE'and 10 rds
WP in rissions ranging from B to a T0T, Ls this bettery has 2 range of
3 to 4 milos .and its cffect-on a. target.in:threc times that of a 105, the
battery provided a valusble asset to the oporation,
¢. Provisional Mortar Batiory, composcd of the mortars in the
Lxmored Cavalry Troop massed in ong battery, fired four H&T missions In
the vicinity of Objective Llpha. 48 a supplement to our Howitzer Battery
and a second sourcc.of indirect firc the Provisional Mortar Battery is very
valuable.,

8, INTELLIGENCE

a. Prior to Oparation: Numerous sources, 1st lLustralian Tesk
Force, Phouc Tuy Province and Scctor }Ieadquarters, Duc Thanh Advisor and
sarial obscrvation all iadicated that an unlmown.local .force was operating
in tho erea, Countloss incidents of smipor fire, mincs, road cuts and tax
solicction points had been roported by thesc sources. It was suspected that
tho local force units provided cuts to allow:the 274.end 275 VG Regiments
to cross Interprovinc'lol Highway #2. Thcy also served as-guides to “tho
Regimonte wien in the arca.

The S-2 Amorican Ldvisor in Pimoc¢ Tuy Provinco furthor indicatod that
the area could harbor a transicnt VC Basc Camp as thore woro tumels and
trenches sighted on soveral oceasions, and the fortifications wero on a -

VG cast-west route of movement,

bs Value of prior intelligenco: Prior intolligence was a valuable
indicetion of what might be oxpected in the arcas Expocted terrain limitations
came a8 no surprise and full advantage was takon of thoso arces wherc we
lmew arcmorod vehicles could oporate bosts The 43 LRVH Inf Bn was roquested
o copo with expected unfavorable torrain wiore it oxisted 4nd to provide
a search elemont for widely dispersed and.isolated huts in Qbjective A.
Zrior intelligence from aorial obscrvation allowed for preplannod artillcry
to bo placod on expocted routcs of onemy withdrawel. Actusl cnomy resistanco
did dxcoed thet which was oxpectdd and planned for.

¢. Intelligence during tho operation: Intelligonco gained from
OPERATION LLEYANDRIA defindtoly ddentified tho local force to be local forco
Compny C-20, Of the 42 confirmed VC ecptured, interrogators found ono vho
was a member of tho 274th VC Regimont. Documcnts collected havo not been
fully ovaluated but ono revealod the loceiion of a VC mino ficld.

Tunnels and bunkors indicatod a defensive position and verified suspicions
that tho arce wes utilized as o transient Bese Cozp,

CONFIDENTIAL 3

P

L e - o P I ey B




Lo

P NN

PR
it I

o
S

sppp R

T T T —

CONFIDE
a7 » NTIAL

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RVC: MACV J3-32 (cont):

‘9. MISSION. To ¢onduct search and destroy operaticn 050609 ‘Décember
1966, vic YS445852, Cam My 2 (¥5465858), Ap Hein (¥S462923) to seize VC
and VCS in area.

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: <
a. Maneuver: To conduct opn in-3-phases:
(1) Phase I: Atk on 2 directions of atks to seal obj!s-
A and-B: cure: landing zénes for 43 Inf (ARVN) ).

’ (2) Phase 1I: Coft to seal Obj!s’A and B. 43:Inf (ARVN)
clears'Obj!s A'and B. VC and VCS airlifted to sector interrogation center
vic YS464782.

" (3) 'Phase III: On.oxder, Tm M:cont atk to séarch Obj; C;.
Tm L cont atk to search Obj D.
b. Fires: :
(1) Arty: Pri of fire Tm I init; T® K on order. Prep
H-30 to H-hour to seal Obj A and B.
(2) TAC Air: On call.

1i. EXECUTION
General: Headquarters 3d Squadron llth Armored Cavalry-Regiment issued

OPORD 09-66 (OPERATION ALEXANDRIA) on 2 Dec 1966 assigning the mission as
stated in paragraph 9 above. On-211800 Dec all unit commanders were briefed
on the mission. At 021500 Dec coordination was made with the participating
ARVN unit. The Squadron Commander, S-3, a liaison officer and the Regimental
2 traveled to BiaRia on 2 Dec to effect coordination with Phouc Tuy officials
ard American Advisors, the Battalion Commander of the 43 ARVN Infantry,
and Liaison officer of the 68th Airmobile Company. On 4 Dec liaison was
made with B 2/35 ‘Arty.

4 December 1966

At 041400 Dec, How Battery.displaced to the Courtenay Rubber Plantation
at YS458920 in preparation to fire H&I fires and direct support niissions on 5
Dec 66.
) Tm L mounted, moved south on route Black at 041745 Dec and from YS438956
to 75443915 the team dismounted and took position on.either side of Route 2 to
secure that portion of the route for the road march.on 5 Dec. Tm L occupied
these positions by 041846 Dec. The Tm.L vehicles returned to Base Camp after
the dismounted' personnel took position.

5 December 1966 .

Phase I of the operation commenced at 0515 hrs with Howitzer Battery
and B battexy 2/35 Artillery conducting preparatory fires in objectives A
& B to seal the area until thé.teams could take position.

At 0515 Tm K crossed SP and proceeded south on route BLACK traveling
south to efféctr a .seal on-objective Alpha. Tm 'L brought its vehicles to
to the positfons it occupied on route BLACK. The team mounted and proceeded
south.to complete the seal on objective Alpha. Team L brought its vehicles
to -the positions it occupied on route BLACK. The team mounted and’ proceeded
south to complete the seal on objective Alpha:

Provisional Mortar Battery-.follawed in march order and displaced to
the south.or .route BLACK. to YS457840 where .the Battery was laid.

3/919 Engineers was last in march order, and took up position with
Provisional Mortar Battery.

At 0545 How Battery stopped preparatory fires and started interdiction
fires on suspected route of withdrawal from Objectives A & B.

At 0630 Tm K had completed the -seal on Objective Bravo. Tm I reported
its portion of the seal for .Objective Alpha was complete at 0647. At 0656
the first 11ft, one company of the 43rd Infantry (ARVN) was on the landing
zone. At 0709 Tm M veported they were in position and were sealing their
position and completed the seal at .0735.

Phase IXI. At 0640 Tm K commenced a search of area Bravo. The search
in objective Bravo revealed several posters and leaflets which were anti-
American. At coordinates YS465850 in the vicinity of a concrete plantation
house Tm K found a 30 meter long tunnel. By 0729 Tm K-had taken about 150 VCS
and requested air evacuation for the suspects so that they could be taken
tosthe interrogation point at Binh Gla. At 0745 Tm K reported having located
2000 pounds of peanuts which they .destroyed.

The third lift of the 43 Infantry was completed at 0800. At this time
the ARVN Force moved east from the landing zone at ¥YS417862 and.moved into
objective Alpha to initiaté a search of the area.
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T I and Tm sterted scarching in the.vivinity. of their bloclding
positions ond et 0820 Tm I “iscbvcrr d doxge -nurber of intew-donncoting
tunhels ruming undor housci. Smoke was placed in dhe tunnol. .nd “tunncl
rats?, recently traincd in tho Squadron- entered tho twnnels for a detoiled
scarchs

4t 0825 sniper firc woindod o tonk cormauder aad loader in tho hozd
st coordinatos ¥5438546. Dustoff w.s.called for at that lccation by Tm I,

Ta I collod in o 1ight firc tcam to mle a-run-on tho locztion “that
‘ho sniper-£irc cawe fromi The air obscrvor-and S3 celled in artillery to
{iro a blocking barrcge.to scal the.oron vhilo.Tm I scarched the positions
4t 0905 Tm I medo flrthsr contact sl th heavy volumos-of machino gun and
smoll eras fire et ¥S428345: The light firc tcam mde an assault cn tho
position but artilléry was not uscd duc to aircraft in the area.

High porformance aircraft wae.also lkopt on stond-by ponding tho com-
pletion of Dustoff. One attempt at Dustoff foilcd at .0904.whon the aireraft
suffered tail damze £rom hostilo fire and wes forcoed %o lead at Basc Camps
4% 0920 the vounded,tenk commcndor died, and Tm I roquested the body be
ovacuated, -

To tho-south of Objoctive Adpha vhore Tm M wes in blocking position,

L limited scarch was conducted, By 0958 Twm f had.discovored 5000 lbs of rico
and had 35 VCS to be cvacuated. )

Dustoff wms.not accoiplished for Tm I until 1022 almoet.two hours
efter it had boon requosted. Upon complotion of Dustoff T I collcd in
ortillery cs small arms and automatic weapons persisteds The artillery
was. 1ifted at 1058, and the light firc team followed by TAC air cssaulted
tho arca,.

4% 1102 Tm I requosted o sccond dustoff. The-socond dustoff was
comploted at 1140, ‘Tm I-still had a KIL at its location as noithor dustoff
nor our light firoc toam could pick up the body. One of tho aircraft from
the 66th fdrmobile support company firnally évceuated tho bodys In M
soarching in thc vieinity of its blocking position had uncovered ¢ total
of 8000 ibs of rico thich was dcstroyed and 45 VS, By 1147 T L had
50 VCS in tho vicinity of its bloclking position.

43 Infontry hod comploted a rather hophazard search of @bjective Ldpha
by 1020 hourss The Battelfon Commcnder set his companies in position
clong Wigivay 2 and remained there for the rcst of the operation. The
secrch porformed by the LRVN Force rosulted in scoveral burned Imts, Nino
VCS, somo hendgrenades of various memufeeturc, one enti-tank mine,.end
scveral pigs, chickons, bicycles and onc sowing mnelino wore teken by
the 43 Infantry,

Fecling a more deatailed scerch of objective Alpha was necessary ot
1200 howrs Tm I, Tm K and T L swiftly formed on line to the north of -the
objective and performed a mounted sweep of the arca with ono company of
the 43 Infantry scarching behind tho veldcles, frtillory was employed
during this scarch to fire into draws and thick.junzlo ahcad of tho
scarch-olements to drivo out anybody hidden-in such.placcs.

- This scarch rcvonled mumerous tunncls, bunkcrs, booby traps, punjis
pits and firing positions. Four VG KIA were discovered zud 140 more VCS woro
found, In addition rico, hondgronades and mony uniforms woro taken. Tho
-poistions whero KIA wors found wore entrdnched ond the cnemy was killed at
closo rangdt Thorc was ono instance of an choemy'assamlting two ACAV?!s
with a hondgrennde at 15 moters. ’

I3 1342 Tn K movod to objective Charlie and conducted o soarch that
yielded 43 VCS, )

4 MEDCAP oporation was conducted at the.interrogation point. The
oporation mot with only limitod success 28, the people who had-been ovacuated
to.the intorrogation point 0ll demonstrated a rcluctance to participeto
bocause of VG propaganda that disercdited MEDCAP as dangerous and, brutal,
Attompts by S=5 to givo away verious feodstuffs was 2lss only pertly
successful becausoc of VO propagands laboled the food as.poisan,

Bocausc of approaching darknoss and tho time roquived to zirlift
tho 43 Infentry to Ba Ria; Phaso III, tho scoarch of objoctive Delis was
novor ascornlished.

4% 1612 hours T K roturned 1=43 Infontry to the parent unit and
moved north o sccurc routo BLACK from tho SP to the RP, Tm L movod north
noxt on route BLACK and sscurod from the RP to ¥YS458907. At 1658 hvurs two

tonks of Tm L ven over pressure dotonated minos at ¥S456344. Mo injuries
were intlicted. '

Tm 1 secured route BLACK from the southern sector of 'Tm L to the landing
zone at YS5456841., Tm M secured the landing zone vatil the 43 ‘Infantry (ARVN)
had been completely airlifted out of objective Alpha. At 154G Howitzer
Battery moved north and returned to the base camp at 1837. The 43 Infantry
(ARVN) was clear of the LZ at 1840. Tm M then movaed north on route BLACK
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RVC: MACV J3-32 (Cont)

followed by Tn L, Tm L ard Tm X, 3y 1957 211 elements had closed on Beso

12, Rosults:
Qo ?riendly
(1). Personrel ]
US - 2'XI4, 10'WIL
(2) Equipment. {Dareged or-lost)
2 tanks suffered track and suspension damege.
k| M-79 Joat,
.bo BBW
(1) Personnel
(2) 4 Ve KIL (BC)
(b) 2 VC WIL (Confirmed)
(c; 0 V6 KBA
(d). 600 VCS captured.
(a) 42 VCC dotained,
{2) Tunnels and Fortifications
a) 24 mjor tumsls were founds
(b) 2 fortified positions wers explored, Punjii
stakes, bobby trape, spldde. holes‘and anti-aireralt were among the defenses
employed,

" ye (c) None of the timnels or fortifications could be
completely destroyed as it would havo required mjor engineer effort
equipment and timo not available to the Squadron.

(d) “Coptured and/or destroyeds
4100 1be of peanuts destroyed.
13% tors of rice ostroyed.
2% tons of rice evncuated,
70 Chicom stick grenades destroyed.
2 claymores destroyed.
2 Pressure type anti~tank mines captureds

13, ADMINISTRLTIIVE MATTERS: As OPERATION ALEXLNDRIA involved only a
single day, problems in administrative procecdurcs were at a rinimum,
Some of the following creas are wortny of comment.

ae Treatment of Casualtios: TrI suffered a KIA early in the
action; However, evacuation could not be effectcd for several hourse
Dustoff would not evacuate a KTA even though the body could easily
have been placed on o dustoff ship when it was in.tho srea to evacuate
a woundod soldier. The UH-~1B's organic to the Squadron could not evacuate
the body due to the-cxtremo wéight of the Ordnance sarried by the eireraft.

4 swifter method will hove to be devised for KIA evacuation, Not
only is the presence of a dead comrnde a definite morale factor, but the
body creates a hondicap wien the unit must move rapidly and frequentlye
Units mist be ready to evacuate cosualtios or KIA by armored ambulance
to a safe landing zone for pick~up.

b, Commmications: In future operations the Squadron would like
to switch all airmobile commmications to the admin/log net as traffic
bécomes extreme on the command nct. 4t one time a request for dustoff
end a request for a fire mission werc in competition with each other,
indicating a need for established priorities on radio traffice

14+ SEECT, EQUIFMENT (ND TECHNIQUES,
The only itcm of equipment thev uet Sull combat utilizaticn for
the first timo was the M132 Flame Thrower. The ability of this weaporz
to burn thick brush and route & hidden eremy is unequaled, It is such
& voluable weapon when readily availoblo to tho troop that it is folbt that
two M132%s should be organic to ocach.troop.

15, COMMANDER ANALYSIS: OPERATION ALEXANDRIA wos most succossf™ul
in terms of physical damcge inflicted upon the enemy, numbers of conw
firmod VO ceptured, and- the psychological edvantage geincd by easily
ontering an anomy stronghold ond ostablishing our control in the areaie
Futher, -4despenaible intelligenco woe gained about activities and |
operations in the Rogiments TAOR. The stores end fortificetions found
dofinitely ostablished tho area cs & staging area used by the 5th VO
Division for erst-west movoments Tho single most importont success wwus
on terrorist rings and infrastiuctire> of the arcas The operation almo
provided tho opportunity to cssault ontrenched positions, utilizo tha
Squadron's twanel rats, and cxoreise ths processing and cvacuntion

of prisoncrs and documents. The troope also encount wod punjii stokes
and -other booby tropse ’
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actlon Report (RVC: MACV J3-32) (Cont)

One disappointment in the.operation was with the performance of the
43 Infantry (ARVN). It was hoped that they would, provide the task force
with a capable means of conducting a detailed ground search of the
objective areas. However, the -ARVN Infantry.troops lacked disciplined
leadership and the conduct:of the search was rapid and sloppy. Those
areas that were searched were burned after the troops confiscated all

pigs, chickens, bicycles, and other assorted items of value to them.

1t is hoped that anothef mission will be undertaken with the 43 Infantry
2nd that through a more definite command -relationship more skillful
teaawork can be formed.

16. RECOMMENDATIONS. See Annex B.
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ANNEX A.to Combat Operations After Action Report toOP ALEXANDRIA
“TASK ‘ORGANIZATION (Initially).

Tm I Tm K
1/3-11 Armd Cav (-1 plat) K/3 11 ‘Armd. Cav
1/15/3-1.1 Armd Cav ‘HV-Sec 3/M/3-11 Armd Cav
1/FO/Eow/3-11 Arxd Cav 1 Co/1-43~Inf (ARVN) (OPCON)
1-M132 1 FO/How/3 11 Armd Cav
2 GVN National Police (OPCON)
Tm L Tm M
L/3-11 Armd Cav =~ M/3-11 Arind .Cav [(~-2.plat)
Lt Se¢ 3/M/3-11 Arid.Cav .2/1/3-11 Armd 'Cav
1 FO/How/3-11 Armd Cav 1 FO/How/3-11 Armd-Cav
1 - M132

g7 -CoN

How Btry |

Prov Mort Btry

3/919 Engr

1 Engr Recon Tm/27 Engr’

Lt fire Tm/2 11 Armd Cav (OPCON)'

MI’ Tm/ll Armd Cav
2 FO/How/3 11 Armd Cav

92

s

R Sl o R RS T R SNSRI AT LN, e

s

T
I

e s

i

wr



PR S N

e

CONFIDENT 4,

"ANNEX B to Combat-Operations.A{ter.Action Report.to:-OP* ALEXANDRIA
LESSONS LEARNED OPERATION. ALEXANDRIA Y ad

41, IIEM: RECON'BY FIRE

as Discussion: Rabhor than.ronden roconncissance into heuvily
vegitated areas such as weodlines, jungles or bancha groves recomnnissanco
by Zire should start short'of-the, suspected arca and be walked into the
mget. .

b. Observation: Fire discipline and coordination cxhibited'by ‘the
ocnery indicated that well conducted-resomnaissance by fire can cause ah
enony unit to roveal itsolf'by.retwrn five, or it will supress his fire.

2. -IIEM: FIRE DISCIPLINE

as .Discussions When a tean or ¢ vehicle crew has moro thau one
automtic weapon they should.closely control their fire during enemy
contact so that there is alimys at lcast one automatic wecpon firing
while the others:reload. .

‘be Observation: Wounded perscunel,in OPERLIION LLEX/NDRIA indicated
they wore vounded because all autorctic weepons ran out of ammo at the
same time and the crew had no suppresive fire widle they:reloaded. This
clearly dictates the neod for cofitrol on-Tiring autemtic weapons.

3¢ AIEM: LAND NAVIGLTION AT NIGHT
a. Discussion: Night movement under black out conditions can either
achiove grect surpriso and success o create chaos, Surprise and success
will be achioved if thé following proccdures are cdoptedd
(1) ¥now the distence between SP and objective and have tho
dead element measure the distdnce on his odometer to insurc that the
objective or turn off to ‘the objective is found,
(2) Linsatic conpassos arc veluable as an cdded reference for
novenont and to quickly determine geperpl direction
(3) Preplomned. artillery concentration wtilizing WP cre on
important aid to determining exact location and achieving proper positione
ing on the objcctive areas
bs Observation: On OPERLTION LLEXANDRI/ the Third Squedron enjoyed
a successful night movement by employing tho procedures listeds It is
recomended these considerations be SOP for movem:nt during hours of
darkness.

4o ITEM: CLOSING ON L KNOWN OR SUSPECTED ENEMY FOSITION.

a¢ Discussion: When moving against o known or suspocted enemy
position crnored vehicles should lead the dismounted elements so that
any enti~porsomel mines, bonoy traps or automatic wespons fire will
be absorbed by the armor. Dismounted personnel can be utilized best
by following behind to conduct o detailed sparch of the area, utilizing
the protection of the.armor and automotic weapons, L

bs Observation: Tho corbination of & nountededismounted team
advancing on an eneny position proved effective in OPERLTION LLEXANDRY/
however greater speed znd skill could'bo achieved if training were
conducted in this procedure by LRVN units,

5o ITEM: IETECTING UNDERGROURD BUFKEPRS LND FIRING POSITIONS.

" aé Discussion: On OPERATION ALEXANDRIA some underground bunkers
and firing positiodo worc detected by long mounds of earth. This was
prevelent in benann groves, and in.rost cases trenches, tunkers and
firing positions were found undor the mounds.

be Obscrvation: Search elements should be instructed concerning
nounds and what they could indicate,

6+ -IIRf ENEMY EMPLOYMENT OF PUNJIX STICKS,

a. Discusaion: Punjii stokes were found cround and enemy defensive
position. They were easily.recognizable in the grass and the points were
aining away fron the position,

be Observation: Troops should be tradned to look for punjii oticks
cnd read into them thcot thelr omployment could meon i.c, the diroction
they are pointing is expected routo of friendly force advance, The
opposite direction might .hide an encmy position,

7, ITEM: EMPLOYMENT OF M-132
a, ' Discussion: For meximmn utilization of thoM=132 the following
teohniques woro found to bo most-effective.
. . (1) Fire mixture short of torget cnd adlow the floms to Foll
into objectivo,
(2)* Fire low when possible as the mixture will disipate if fired

higher thon necessary.
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JNNEZ B:¥o CorbetOperations Aftér Lotion.leport to°OP  ALSXAHERIL (Cont)

£, Observation: Crews on. M-132. should bo trained in- the teclmiqur.s
montioncds

1 m_ ASSAULT ON LINE

Discussion: At one point Tm I, Tn K and ™ L cane on line %o
assault a wido area thct contained on\.sg pocitions, With tho’'holp of i
aerinl obscxrver 79 armoroed vohicles ensily formed on line- and’ advanced,
all weapons trained on the emery positionss
. b, Obsorvation: Armor cen be crmployed successfully ih mss formations
in cortain arcas of Victnam,

9. IIIM: CONTROL OF COMMAND NET.

a. Discussion: During the operatich thiore wore timos-when:valueble.
trensnissions had to compete for the opporhmity 4o use the commnd net.
Request for dustoffewere being cut out by spot reports which competed’
with corronders controlling oir:strikos, It was rcsolved to shift all airw:
tobile tronsmission to the admin/log nct.

b, Observation: Airmobile commmnications may remeihr on tho adm:l.n/
log-hot to lossen tronsmissions on command net, Other suggostions imdlude
training people .to.listen bofore iransmitting-and fairly.estoblishing their.
own prioritics showld importont traffic be on the net,
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Oporations After Action Report to OPERATIC-ALi IXA:H)RIA. .
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FOR OFFCTAL WSE 0Ly
ANNEX D ~ Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation ATLANTA, Roster of Cmirs.

1th Armored Cavalry Reginent « COL William W, Cobb
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 11th Armored Cavslry Regt - CPT Marven L. Doerr
1at Squedron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment - LTC Martin Dy Howell

Headquarters and Headquéitirs Troop, 1st Squadron - CPT Richard+H. Famming.(20 Oct-
4 ] *" .23 Rov) 1IT Frenklin F, Wing (24 Nov - 8 Deo)

Troop A, 1st Squadrom - CPT John E, Badley ’

Troop B, 1st Squadrom - CPT John L.

Troop C, 1at Squadrom - CPT Robert W. Garrett Jr,

Company D, lst Squadpon - CPT Bill Peasley

Howitzer Battery, 1st Squadron - CPT Viliism K. Fraase

2nd.Squadron, 11th-Armored Cavalry Ragiment - LIC Kibbey M, Horne

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2ad Squadron ~ CPT Bob E. Shamberger
Troop'E, "2nd Squadron « CFT Richard M, Miller

Troop F, 2nd Squadren - CPT Howard C. Batt

Troop G, 2nd Squsdren - CPT Glen J, .Thorson

Company H, 2nd Squagron ~ CPFT Jehn G. Russell

Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadron . CPT William R. Perry

3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment - LTC Palmer A. Petersmn
Headquarters and Headquarters Trocy, 3d Squadron - CPT Calvin J. Reese (200st-6Dec)
CPT Tedd A, Yelsh (6Dec-B8Dec)
Troop I, 3rd Squadron - CPT Peter P. Horoschak (20 Oct - 9 Nov)
CPT Joel R, Parker (10-Nov - 8.Dec)
Troop X, 3rd Squadron - CFT Heyne P, Halsteed
Troop L, 2rd Squadron « CPT.Larry L. Mengel
Company M, 3rd Squadron = GIT Herbert C. Hertel Jr.
Howitser Battery, 3rd Squadron « CPT leonard Deege
3Tth Medical Company ~ CPT Dennis J. Blais
919th Engineex Company -(Armered) ~ .CPT Donald J. Crocker
409th Radios Research Detachment - CPT Iee Gentry

541st Military Intelligence Detachment - CPT Aifred J. Dirska (20 Oct - 18 Nov)
MAJ Cornelius L. Gray (19 'Nov - 8 Dec)

33rd Chemical Detachment - 1LT James T. Price

17th Public Information Detachment ~ MAJ Paul Blackwell (20 Oct - 7 Dec)
CPT Owen Ditchfield (8 Dec)

28th Military History Detachment - MAJ Bruce R. Nilsson
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ANNEX £ Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation, ATLANTA, Map Overprint
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CONFIDENTIAL

Annex F to-Combat Operations After Action Report to Operativn ATLANTA

7% 1. (C) INCIDENTS: BIEN HOA to XUAN LOC on/near National Highway One.
. DATE COORDINATES INCIDENT
24k LOURDITALS RAUNLSIEY
26 May 64 IT 177126 Ambush of -EVNAF personnel,
6 Jul 64 YT 6h112 Ambush of Civil Officisls,
0 Mar 66 YT h52128 Ambush of RF personnel,
.2 Jun 66 YT 241108 Roadblocks and mines, smell
ams,
13 Jun 66 IT 295058 Mine,
3 Jul 66 IT 3310 Roadblock,
7 Jul 66 YT 389101 Small arms.
Jul 66 YT 450101 Small arms.
12 Aug 66 T 343100 Small arms.
1k Aug 66 YT 495056 Roadblock, Small arms.
19 Aug 66 T 313102 Sriall amms,
6 Sep 66 YT 270100 Possible extortion point.
6 sep 66 YT 302 Boobywtrapped roadblock.
13 Sep 66 T 272092 Train mined.
2. (C) INCIDENTS: XUAN LOC to PHUOC 1E {BARIA) on Routes 1 and 2.
9 Jun 6k Y5 407638 FF Mil pers ambush - 6 KIA, §
WIA.
9 Jun 8k YS L276hl RF Mil pers ambush » 3 KIA
No ambushes 9 Jun 6} thru April 66 ’ .
No Info. April 66 thru 3 June 66 .
4 Jun 66 1S 460820 Small arms. ]
b Jun 66 YS 462817 AT mine found - destroyed in
place over 3ml long - not clear.
4 Jun 66 s 163820 Roadblock, dirt mounds, cuts,
X0 Jun 66 ¥S 43891k Road cut - passable,
1 Jul 66 1S L60839 Small arms.
5 Jul 66 S hshds3 3 mines-l APC-1 %ton danaged.
10 Aug 66 ¥s 458840 Road reported mined,
¥s 154863
13 Aug 66 1S 158889 Road cut.
13 Aug 66 ¥s L6795 Road eut.
13 Aug' 66 ¥S L6L796 Roadblock with poss wpns plt.
13 Aug 66 YS "Lh59T0 Road aut.
13 Aug 66 ¥S L3993k Road rut,
13'Aug 66 ¥S L4L8978 Tree over road-held up traffic,
20 Aug 66 YS ‘431940 Dirt.mound across road, and
) . Just off road.
20 Mg 66 1S 130937 -One dirt mound sach side,
20 -2z &6 ¥S 435916 Crater in road,
20 Aug 66 ¥s 1430939 Dirt road block.
20 Aug 66 15 Ll5980 Dee; trench across road,
23 Aug 66 ¥S L)39ih Two trees across road.
23 Aug 66, ¥s LSER50 Crater in road. |
23 Aug 66 ¥s h558ho 2 brush$wood . roadblocks«100m
, apart.
23 Aug 65 ¥s hS78lLL Barbed wire barrier,
26 Aug 66 YS 1,58833 Mine, hit by truck.
26 Aug 66 ¥s Lsh8sh Mine, hit by truck.
26 Aug 66 . ¥S 15485k APC, hits mine.
26 Aug 22 15 !ﬁggggé Jasp, hits mine,
27 Aug 13 2
Ys 55871 Numerous but passable cuts,
28 Aug 66 1S 455907 AFC destroyed by mins.
28 Aug 66 1S 158896 Truck hit' mine,
29 aug 66 ¥S 1159900 ARVN APC damaged by mine.
2 Sep 65 1S L8978 Cormand detcnated mine.
2 Sep 66 YS 1256iT U/I explosion, small arma.
4 Sep 66 ¥S 32940 Mine,
5 Sep 65 Is L37919 Small arms.
3 Det 66 Y8 L5L865 Two road cuts,
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CCMBAT OPZRATIONS AVTER ACTICHN REPORT
OPERATION DAN-TAM 8L

1. -(U) NAME OR IDENTITY AND/OR TYPE OF OFERATION:

8o @eration DAN TAM 610
be Security of rice harvest.

2¢ (U).DATES OF OPSRATION:

a. 160001 Nov-66-« 122400 Jan 67.
b. US participation: 080830 - 301520 Dzc 66,

3. (U) IOCATION: LONG KHANH and-BINH'TUY Provinces,

Lo (U) COJIROL \ZADOWARTERS: 1lth Avmoved Cavalry Regiment,
5. -(U) REPCRTING OFFICER: ITC-Martin D, Howell
6, (c) TASK ORGANIZATION: See Ammex A.
7. (¢) smmﬁin FORCES:
&, ‘Adr Support.
(1) Preplanned air strikes.

(a) On 15 Dec ons strike north of the LA NGA River was sborted
due to radic failure in the Forward Alr Controllerts aircraft.

(b) On 16 Dec one strike was callad on a suspected eneny
position located ab coordinates YT 828180, Negative results were observed.

~ {e) On 17 Des two strikes were called. The first vas placed
in & suspected enemy base camp north of the -LA'{BA River, Small‘s'écon:;ary explo=
sions indicated the possibility that an armo cache’ had been hit., The second
was oadles on & suspested base camp ab YT 970LL6, Hegative results were observed.

(@) At 231430 Dec another strike was called on a suspected VC
base camp north of the L\ NGA River with negative results.

; (e) On 26 Dec a strike aguinst a suspected enemy: position at
YT 840485 was aborted. Again, thiu vas due to radio failure in the FAC.aircraft,

-(£) At 271230 Dec a strike was placed on a suspected VC supply
dump north of the LANGA River, White and gray smoke was observed in two secondary
explosions, On the basis of this, another mission was diverted, and a second
strike was pleced on the target, however no further results were observed.

(2) Immediate air strikes. On 22 Dec an immediate strike was put in
at YT 874247 when elements. of Troop B received autanatic waapons fire.from that
area. The enemy had broken contact by the, time the aircraft arrived,.and the results
of the strike were undatermined.

b, Army Air. The light fire team attached .to the.Squadron flew a. total
of 27 missions during the operation, A total of approximately 150,000 rounds of
Te62m and 100 « 2,75% rockets were expended.

ce Artillary.

(1) General: Artillery support for the operation was provided by
three batteries:. . )
(2) How-Btry, lst Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry, 105 SP,

(b) B/1/9 Arty, Shth Arty Op,.105 (toved),:
Page 1 of 6 Pages
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(e). B/2/35 Arty; “Slith hrty Op, 155 SP.. 74

The sgparate batteries were formed into a provisional battaliion with the
mission of. direct support to the lst Squadron: The-command and control group
was provided by the -2/35th Artillery.

(2) The following types of missions were fired:-

(a) Each evening when the line troops assumed. their positions,
artillery fired defensive concercrations in their areas. These fires were continu
ed intermittently throughout the night as part of the'H and I program.

(b) Twentyetwo will adjust missions were fired at small enemy
elements, Tnese fires in conjunction with friendly small arms fire caused, the enemy
to btreak contact in all cases, Fires were then skifted to suspected routes of
withdrawale.

(c) Several fire for effect missions wers fired-oa. suspected-
enery positions with unknown results.

(d) Small preparations on troop-sized objectives verc fired as
well as preplanned concentrations along routes for convoy protection.

(e) On several occasions H and I fires were effective in.securing
caches of enemy rice which had been discovered too late in the day for immediate
evacuation.

(3) Ammunition during the operation was expended in:the following

manners:
105HE 10SWP 1S5HE 155WP
Registrations 180 1 103
H-ard I Fires 2625 1352
Dejensive Concentrations ’ 206 88 2
_'Will Adjust Missions. 992 L6 333

Fire~for-effoct snd Preperations 3l __ 38
k37 60 191k 2
8. (C) INTELLIGENCE:

@, Prior to Operation: Indications from.all sources, including ARVN.in.
telligence, advisors at HAM TAN ard VO DAT, and RED HAZE missions, showed that tha
VO DAT rice bowl area was not heavily defended by main force units, but that the
D500 Separate -Battalion (DONG NAT) and at least two NVA regiments were available
for employment in the ares of operations, Extensive rice caches and base areds’
defended -by, guerilla units were reported in.the mountain area -north of the IA NGA

River. The li21st VC district concentrated company also was reported operating in
the MEPU = MI!BRIM area.

b.. Value of Prior Intelligence: Intelligence history indicated that in
the past year the VG were active.in the M'BRIM area, this decided the Squadron
Comander, in his search for base areas, to initially concentrate on' this area.
Prior intelligence and aerial observotion permitted timely fire planning for the
area of operations. Actual enemy resistance was light,.as.expected.

¢, Intelligence during the COparation: Intelligence received from ths 10th
ARVN Division Forwara CP indicated a 200 man VC force (possibly from the 186th LF Bn)

‘vicinity eoordinates YT 8348, This information was checked and .found to be unsube

stantiated, Base camps and rice caches were found vicinity coordinates YT 8L43,
YT 87hly, and YT 9143, -Another ARVN report of a VC battalion, said'to be located
ab YT 8333, was also checked with negative results., On 27 Dec, a battalion-sized
base camp was discovered at YT 835hL8. It contained five huts and a large amount
of rice., Documents found throughcut the area referred to the }j22nd IF Compeny,
and 1isted numerous membors of thal organization: On‘29 Dec, another base camp
vwas discovered, contairing several huts, animal pens, and rive, It was located
at Y 925Lli6, Paragreph 12 1lists in detail the mmber of enemy killed, wounded,
and captured, as well a3 enemy equipment and sapplies captured or destroyed.
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CONFIDENTIAL

" 9. (C),MISSIQN: 3Iffective 0B083VH Dec 66 move from Base Camp to vio VO DAT
(YT 7333) and estoblish combat base, Thereafter commence operations to secure

route from SUOL'CAT to TANH.LINH in coordination tith CO TF 52, 10th Inf Div (ARVH).
Be -prepersd ‘to secure US engineer. work parties, Be prepared OO to conduct search
and destroy operations.north,.of. the IA HGA River, Contimue security. of GIA RAY

Rock Quarry.

10, (C):TOUCEPT: OF OPERATI.ON:

‘as laneuver: To conduct operation:in 3 phases:

(1) ‘ThaseI: Conduct tactical-voad march and'establish caubat base
at VO DAT; U

(2) rhase:II: Cormenceé opérations to secure route from-SUCL CAT to.
TAMH 'LINH-and to secure engineer work parties on order.

+(3) Phase III: On order, conduct search.and destroy cperations
north of the 1A NGA' River, ;

‘be -Fires:

. (1), irty: Priority of.fire to convoy security initially, to the
north and west-of Routes. 1 and 333.

(2) TAC Air: On call, to the south and east of Routes 1 and 333,
1, (C)/EXEGUTIONS

-General: -Headquarters; 1st Sqdn, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment.issued
OPCRD 15~66 (Opn DAN TAM 81) on 7 Dec 1966 assigning the mission stated in pars~
graph 9 above, At 071600 Dec all unit commanders ere briefed.on the mission.
On 6 Dec, coordination was made at XUAW LOC with officials ef the participating
ARVN.units and the-Slth Arty Gp, :

8 December 1966

Phase I: 1st Sqdn departed the Regimental Base Camp at 0830 on 8'Dec.
Due to the mumber of vehicles involved, and the fact that same unite -were-to.
intagrate into the comvoy at intermmediate points along the routs, the variors.
elements vere split into three march units, This division of elements into units
of mapagesble size facilitated control, )

In vieir.of a:history of ambushes along the route, a detailed fire plan was
devised to support the convoy in any eventuality. Constant coverage by Forward
Air Controllers-and artillery concentrations at likely ambush sites were provided.
Bvents proceeded according to plan until the bridge at YT 679199 becane-damaged
with passage of thé lead elements. Engineer work was inifiated; and the crossing
was’ repaired after-a delay of several hours. All elements closed into VO DAT
just prior to nightfall and a combat base was established at YT 7232. Team Blast
(see Annex A) remained at the GIA RAY Rock.Quarry (YT 6312) to provide for its

security.
9 ~ 15 December 1966

Phase II: During this period, the Sqdn was primarily concerned with
the repair and security of Route 333, the primary line of commnication leading
to the rice bowl area, Work parties from B Comwany; 27th Dngineers comenced
immediate operations to repair and improve the .various bridge sites tetween
SUCL CAT and VO DAT. Security forces guarding these work parties served a dual
function in that elemenis of the Squadron were thexeby dispersed along the route
and ‘aided in its security. .The .route security mission was further supported by
ROACRUMIR - operations and THUIDER'RUNS, A THUNDER RUN consisted of movement along
the route by armored vehicles firing to either side of the road with short-rangs
vespons such as the M-79 and 90mm carmister, This exercise proved extremely effec-
tive in insuring against.route interdiction during the hours.of curfew. Route
improvement proceeded in an orderly fashion, end there.was no.enexy activity except
for a light. prove-oi the combat:base perimeter on the night of 8 December,
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- - iDuring ‘this.period; Phase 1T ..rana‘continued inth:the primzy -éhginner
effort. shifted 'to- the: route between VO DT and:TAMH ‘LDMH,. Mork:was begun on
the bridge-sitevat YP837346 -and the alr strip at TAN LIMI. ’

Mso during. this period, Phase III vas initiated .:ith a search and destroy
operation north of the IA 1UA River, On the night of 15 Daceinber, one platoon
from B/27 Engineers displaced:to the bridge:site at Y7 845389 and prepared it
for crossing by elements of the 1st Sqdn and 3/43 ARVN. BEarly on the morning
of 16 December, ‘the.crossing was accomplished:wdithout incident, L% 0820, Troop
C diacovered a series of punji stakes and a recently used bunker at YT 866433:
Both were destroyed, At 1130, Troop B found a hut- with expended 20rm rowunds,
material for making shoes,.and:food at YT-8%0435, At.1510,:elements of Troop A
killed one VC at TT 920425, Bo was found to-be armed .with-a'Hauser rifle and one
grenade, At 1500, TroopC.discovered and destroyed a VC-villegs vhich contained 1
huts, large anmounts of rics, Wikow systems, and a smal).. amownri-of Caliber .50 and
shotgun amo. On 17 December, ) Troop mads contect with“an esuimated VC squad at
YT 982366, The VC escaped into tho jungle to ths north. Troon C fourd a desexted
village which contained approximately -3 tons of rice., fYoop A.discovered rom 30
to 0 tons of rice a short distance away: IKI fires were plarned in the vieinity
of these caches whilé plans.were made:to:évacuate the rice the next day. Om 18
Decembsr, -at 1030, a platoon from Troop A encountered.a.VC sguad at YT 517428,
resuliing in 2-US WIA from grenads fragments, An air strike was plased on the sus-
pected route of withdrawal with-unknown results, At 1615, Troop A again mide
contact, engaging Ui VC at YT 915349, One VC was killed and two were wounded. The
latter escaped into the jungle. During thu day spproximately 60.tons of rice.wers
evacuated and turned over to BINK TUY Province officials, Iate in the evening, the
Squadvon recrossed: the river and closed’'into.the cambat base.at VO DAT at 2300.

19.~ 25 December-1966

During this period, the Squadron contimued to conduct Phase IT operations
and observed the cease fire from 0700 2k Dec to 0700 26 Dec, Engineer work was cone
timued between VO DAT and TAN LINH, ROADRUMMER operations were conducted between
VO DAT and SUOIL CAT. at an increased tempo, Brush burning operitions vere undertaken
by the 5qdn or either side-of Route’ 333 in selected arsas to remder ambush sites
leset:enable.s +0n 19 December, the -Sqdn:psrtislly-stood do:m in order .to perform
majntenance.

26 « 30 December 1986

During this-perdod the Sqdn contimed with Phase.II-and again-initiated
Phase III operations. -On the morning of 26.December, the Sqdn again crossed the
IA IGA River with Troops A and B, Troop C and Comany D contimued:the security of
the combat base at-VO DAT.and the rock.quarry at GIA'RAY, The Sqdn.CP:and the
provisional. artillery battalion displaced to the bridge site at YT 846339, AT 0940,
Troop B found 500 1be of rive at YT 835432, The rice was evacuated, At 1210, Troop
B discovered what was. judged to be a-Viet Cong rest area at YT 815422, It contdined
a thatched hut, bunker system, and foxhole perimeter, and sppeared to be four or
five days old, Trails leading from the area were also lined with foxholes. This
complex was destroyeds A short distance away, another 500 pound rice cache was dise
covered, and the rice was evacuated, At 1358, Troop A found.a emall bosc cemp with
tools, unkers, and apprexinately 200 pounds of rice. )

Duringsthe morning hours of 27 December, several sniper:rounds were fired
at both Trocps-A and B, There: wore no US casualties, and-the fire:was returnsd
with uunknown results. At 1215, Troop B engaged a VC squad at YT 83645, resulting
in two 7C KIA (BC)s An sirstrike wasiplaced on the auspected route of vithdrawal,
and two sscondary explosions were observed, .At.1300, Troop B found asbattalion sized
base camp at YT 83548, containing five huts in good condition; and documents ident-

ifyt;i’;gd the 422 Company, as well.as the 420 and 421 ‘Platoons, The base camp was de-
8 . s

Cn 28 Dec, Troops-A-and'B-conducted search and.destroy operations in.Cvjece
tive SIED, vicinity voordinates Y7.924li, Troop B engaged two:VC at YT 925435:at 1400

with unknowm. results. A serach of the avea revealed 1 grenads, documents, and 2 bags
of rice. The sexrch was continued in the surrounding area with negative resultsa
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-CONFIDENTIAL

On-29 ‘Decetiber, at 0835, Troop 'S engéged 3 to 14'VC-at YT925438:. An at-
tached ARVN infantryman was voundsd during the encounters Tha enemy fled with-un.
knowr.'résults. At O945; an ACAV received slight damdge:fror-a-cammand detonated
mine at YT 433036, Later.in the morning,. B:Troop discovered an ememy’base camp at.
T 92546 100 pounds of rice were evacua.ted from the area, and tha camp was: de-
stroyed. I the late afternoon, ihe Squadron:returned to'the coubat base at VO
DAT %o prepare for the return march to the Regimental Base Camp, -

0n 30 Dec, the Squadron maved from VO DAT to the-Regimental Base Camp 1dthe
out incident, closing tha latter at 1520 hours, and.terminating the mission.

12, (c) pasuas:
a. US Losseas 8 WIA, 1 3/L ton, 1 ACAV damaged
b. Enemy Losses:
(1) Personnel: 7 VC KIA (BC).

(2) Equipment captured: 1L1,37 tons rice, 2 Mauser rifles, 1 Thompson
SM3, 3 bags of assorted clothing, 2 grenades, 2 bicyeles,

(3) ZSquipment Destroyed: 6 buniizis, 17 structures, rest area, small
base camp, 1 battallon sized base camp.

13. (C) ADiQTISTRATIVE MATTERS:

The operation vicinity VO DAT had particular impact on logistical operte
tions due to the length of the main supply route and its insecure condition. It
wag immediately apparent in planuing that aerisl resupply would have to be employed.
VO DAT wvas particularly suitable in that there vas an operationsl air strip adjacent
to the planned cambat base., This allowed for either fixed or rotary wing aircrafb
to be utilized and gave a greater available air craft factor, Vithin three days
of establishing the combat base at VO AT dally Caribou resupply missions were being
flown from XUAN 10C., These daily sorties enabled the Squadron to subsist on Class A
rations, The Caribov. was also used to bring in the mail, which was large in quantity
due to the Christmas pericd. POL and route of commumication, but by virtue of the
aerdal resupply available for emergency requirements, routine convoys had to be run.
avery two or thres days. On one eccasion routine ammnition resuppay wes by air.
The utilination of aircraft for resupply required relichla personnel in the base camp
area as procedures for obtaining aireraft required coustant coordimation.

A DUSTOFF helicopter was requested for medicdl evacuation and was provided
for standby at the combat base. This allowed for immediate respcmse to casualty
evacuation requirementa,

1. (C) SPECIAL ECUIPMENT AND TECHHIQUES:

On two separate occasions, once on 18 December and again on 29 December,
the Squadron ermployed CH-7 Chinook helicopters to evacuats large stores of captured
enemy rice from a relatively remote area of poor trafficability, The efficacy of
this method vas proved by ths amount of rice removed in such & short period of time,
& chore which otherwise would have required the efforts of friendly troops for a
mch longer period.

15, (C) CQMAND AMALYSIS: Operaticn DAN TAlS 81 was successful in its immediate
goal of securing the rice harvest operaticn in the VO DAT . TAN LINH area. The fact
that the harvest vas accamplished with camplste froedam from Viet Cong harrassment
was no doubt a result of the dual threat imposed by ARVN security forces, and the
presence of the Squadron as a mobile force capabls of striking anyvhere in the area
on short notice,

The side effocts of the operation were several, It was noted that the
flow of comierce into the area’'increased sharply during the period, a direct result
of the increused presence of the friendly troops and the route socurity effort. The
operations north of the LA M3\ River impressed the populace with the fact that
friendly forces could operate in the area idth impunity, and extract large stores
of enemy rice for distribution hy local govermment officials,
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. The.peinforcement of the. Squadron., by»ARVN infantry units, aided.in the
accomplistment of. gearch and. destroy operations north..of -the. river. --In general,

ARVN cwpaw-sized unif.a attached -tos Reconnaissnace '.l‘roops perromed with entlms-
jasm-and’ demonstrated capa.ble lea.derahip.

16: (c) RECOMENDA!IOBB Sse Arnex:B,
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CONBPIDENTIAL
Ammex A to COAR (Operation DAM TAN81)

Task Organization. (Initially):

Trodp 4 ‘Tean.Blast “Troop G Téam r
A B/1Y () o/’ DAL '
1/n/11 ’
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Anpax B to COAAR .(Opn DAN TAM 61)
1. JOINT ARVN/0S OPERATIONS:

a, Small unit coibined operations are most effective when US forces
control. ARVN units are not normally trained to respond quickly to Sqdn-frag
orders. In addition, the; bagic differences in doctrine make it difficult to ﬁL‘LIy
utilize US capabilities: when an ARVY camnder controls tho operations.

b. The most effective method of employing ARVN tiroops during perimeter
defenge is to reinforce US-recon platoons with ARVN platoons, and have ARVN dig
in between the tracks,

¢ During dayiight dismounted operations, ARVN forces are most-éffective
when employed as an integral unit. Iines of commnication, camand and cnzrbrol,
and the use of ARVN leadership are the key factors to consider, Howsver, if ARVN
loadeps are weak, the best method is to attach individual ARVN platoons to the
recon platoons, and accept the communications problems,

d. If ARVN ambush or recon patrols are emplaced forward:of US positions,
a US fire team or, at the very least, a radio liaison team should accampany each
ARYN elements This will permit more rapid acquisitian of intelligence information,
proride better fire support and reaction, and provide exact verificatian of position
and situation renorts.

e. The more effective ARVN units can be trained in practices which,
while foreign to them, will increase their combat effectiveness such practices

Digging in while occupying defensiva positions.
Observing noise and light discipline after EENT,
Field Sanitation procedures,
Adequate local and flank security practives,
2, USE OF CHIEU KOI:
a2, The use of the "Open Arms" program to obtain imbelligesnce of specific
areas and for guides to areas can be very effective. During DAN TAM 81 - rice
caches and VC base camps’ were pointed out exactly by a CHIEU HOIL.
b, If CHIEU HCOL are used as guides, they should accompany the point

dlements, a practice which discoursges the CHIEZU HOI from leading US units into
VC ambushes.
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5 CONFIDEHTIAL
2 .

HEADQUARTERS
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIM}.NT
APO Sén Francisco 96257

1. (U) Name or Identity of Operation:

‘Operation CEDAR FALLS: search dnd“destroy operation.

2. (U) PaFes 9f Ogg%atidﬁz
'8 January to 24 Jangpky 1967.
3. W Location:
The IRON TREANGLE vicinity of BEN CAT, Republic of Vietnam.

4, (C) Command or Control Headquarters:

The 173rd "Airborne Brigade was the controlling headquarters for the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment.

5. «(C) Reporting OEficer:

Reporting Officer for this report is Colonel William W. Cobb, Commanding
Officer,, llth -Armored Cavalry Regiment.

Subordinate commanders during the operation were as follows:

2nd Squadrom,. llth Armored Cavalry - LIC Kibbey M. Horne

3rd Squadron, llth Armored Cavalry - LIC Arthur F. Cochran
37th Medical Company - CPT .Dennis J. Blais

919th Armoxed Engineer Company - CPT Donald J. Crocker

409th Radio Research Detachment - CPT Lee W. Gentry

541st Milltary Intelligence Detachment - MAJ Cornelius L. Gray
17th Public Information Detachment - CPT Owen W. Ditchfield

6. (C) Task Orgaﬁization:

With the exception of attachments-and detachments:of ‘units on a day
to day basis, the Task Organlzation was-.as follows:

Regimental Ccntrol:

Alr Cavalry Troop (-)

919th Engineer Company (~2nd and 3rd Platoons)
409th Radio Research Detachment (-)

541st Military Intelligence Detacoment (-)
37th Medical Company (-)

188th Maintenance Battalion {-) DS

1 MP Squad

TF- 2-11:
2nd Squadron (- Howitzer Battery)
2nd Platoon 919th Engineer Company
Contact Team 188th Maintenance Battalion DS
TF 3-11:
3rd Squadron (- Howitzer Battery)
3rd Platoon, 191th Engineer Company
Contact Team 188th Maintensnce, Battalion
GROUP 4
AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
B AFTER 12 YEARS
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. /78
. 7. (C) SUQE°EF1“E Foxces:

a, Artillery: All artillery fires were controlled by the 173rd.Airborne
Brigade and will not be covered in this report.

'b. USAF Support- The fact that the .Regiment was'OPCON to the 173xd Alr-
borne Brigade for the operacion tequired close coordination between the &ir Liaison
Officers.of the two units. During planning sessions-between the- ALO's from the
two units the relatively small size of the areas of opération of sibordinate units
together ‘with the CIOS° proximity of the ground troops was taken .into consideration.

It was decided-by the two ALO's that due to these factors a ‘joint Forward Air Con-
troller schedule, coordinated by the Tactical Air Control Party attached to the 173rd
Airborne Brigade would be the responsive system in. filling the FAC requirements of both
units. The soundness of this plan was demonstrated as the operacion progressed.

The FAC!s were airborne over the AQ's during all daylight hours of the operation
and were standing by on ground dlert status during. ‘all night hoirs. Had ‘efther unit
TACP attempted individually to cover only their individual units, this constant cover-

age would .not have been possible, because of the limited amount: of aircraft and pilots
available to each TACP.

Both the FAC and Tactical Air coverage provided during-the operation were of
the highest quality and contributed to the overall success of the missién.

v

FAC and fighter/bomber sorties flown and/or directed by the llth Armored Cavalry
Forward Air Controller.

(1) Total .0-1 Sorties - 63
(a) Forward Air Contxol - 18
(b) Visual Reconnaissance - 36
(c) Escort (Convoy) - 9
(2) Fighter Support:
(2) Total strike aircraft missions - 22
(b) Total-strike aircraft-sorties - 62
{c) Imediate ¥issions - 7 (18 éortigs)
(&) Preplanned missions - 15 (bl sorbies)
(3) Size and Composition of forces:
(2) Irmediate missions - by flight
2 F.5 (CBU, napalm, bambs, 20mm)
3 F-8 (20mm)
2 BS7 (Mapalm, bombs)
3 F-100 (Napalm, banbs)
3 F-5 (Napalm, bombs, 20mm)

2 7100 (Rockets, bombs)
3 P.).00 (Napalm, bombs, 20mm)

1~ oyl wIrl -

‘(b) Preplanned Missions:

3 F-5 {bombs)

3 F~100 (Napalm, bombds)
3 2-hC (Napadm, bombs)
3 P-100 (Napalm)
3-F~100 (Napalm, bombs)
2 F-100 (bambs)

3 F-100 (Napalm, bombs)
3 P100 (Mapalm, borbs)
3 F-5 (Napalm, bombs)

3 F-100 (Napalm, borbs, 20m)
3 F-100 (Nepalm, banbs§
3 F=100 ?Iapalm, borbs
3 F-100 (Napalm,.bonbs)
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{4) Employment and results: Of the total of twenty-two Tactical

Air Support missions listed above, six were employed in a close support role against
enemy. troops and the remaining against grdund targets such as fortifications and
tunnels, or dt positions where hard targets were suspected.

One ¢lose air support mission controkled by a FAC from the 11th Armored
Cavalry Tactical Air Control Party and flcwn-for elements of the -173xd Airborne
Brigade .resulted in four VC KIA (BC)., Additional results were thirteen-bunkérs
uncovered or destroyed, 239 meters of trench uncovered or destroyed, forty-two fox-
holes uncovered or destroyed, and three small structures destroyed.

c.. Enpgineer Support: The -919th Engineer Company (Armored) provided
direct engineer support.to the Regiment as follows:

(1) Bridging: After the failure of a Class 60 Bailey Bridge in the
area of operations elenents of the company cleared the rubble of the old span and
preparsd the sife to enable the lst Engineer Battalion to employ a tenmporary AVIB
span, Y

(2) Road Clearing: Extensive mine clearing operations were conducted
by utilizing mine.detecting equipment in smspected mine locations in the Regimental
A0, ' ’

(3) Demolition: Extensive demolition operations were required to
neutralize enemy bunkers, tunnels, booby traps and miné;. Over four 'kilometers
of enemy tunnel complexes were reconnoitered and/or destroyed.

d. Army Aviation Support.

(1) Armed Helicopter Support: Preplanned and. Immediate missions
were run on a daily basis. Preplanned missions included convoy escort and recon-
naissance of suspected enemy locations. Immediate missions included escort of
UH-1D DUST-OFF ajrcraft and on-call supporting fires provided to units in contact.
The basic fighting and maneuvering element was the Light Fire Team consisting of
{2) two UH-1C armed helicopters. Other missions flown in support of the operation
included ambush reaction force, convoy escort, reconnaissance by fire, and river
patrol flights. Timely support was achieved by stationing the armed helicopters
at the Regimental Forward and/or Squadron Command Posts as appropriate. )

(2) Administrative Helicooter Support: Combat and road reconnaissance,
logistic troop and cargo 1ift, camand and control, and PSY nissions were flown
during the operation, A total of 708 missions entailing 51§ flying hours were
flown, Fifty.one tons of cargo and 1!320 passengers were carrded, .

(3) DUST-OFF Helicopter Support: DUST-OFF's tere flown on an "onecallf
basis and the reaction time was good, In many cases inflight aircraft were called
to perform the evacuation, thus cutting reaction time to a minimum, Twelve
individuals were evacuated by the 11th Armored Cavalry elements, fifteen by other
DUST-OFF aircraft, Evacuation was to the 93rd Evacuation Hospital, and the 12th
Evacuation Hospital. A1l wounded or injured persomnel evacuatad from the field
vere taken by DUSI-OFF, ) Y ’

(L) Special Technicmes: The "Fire-fly" or "Lightning Bugh missions
proved to be unsuccessful. The XENON searchlight mounted on the helicopier
proved to be ineffective vhen the aircraft was at 1,000 feet or higher. .Accordingly,
the attempt to conduct night surveillance of river banks and riwers was not
considered successful,

8. (C) Intelligence:
a. Anticipated enemy situation:
to VG Main Force units were-knoin to be located in thh IRON RIMGIE,

However, Hain Force units had previously been located in and had cporated throughout
the area, and it was considered possible that contact with VC Main Parce units
would be mdg.

The IRON TRIANGLE area. had long been under VC domination and had the loeal
population under firm control, It was expected, therefors, that contyiet with local
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force units from squad to company-size would be made. Enemy emplacement of mines

and booby traps was expected. throughout the area, and eneny sniper, harrassing,

and mortar attacks were anticipated. It was believed that the VC would defend

valuable stores cached.throughout -the IRON TRIANGLE until the materiel could be .
evacuated or concealed.. It wag anticipated that ‘the VC would then withdraw to

prevent ‘destruction of their-units by US Forces.

b. Actual Enemy Situation. p

BIEREIR.

The inzalligence estimite proved to be quite accurate. No Main Force ;
VC units were contactéd during the operation. Small unit actionms: prédominated
during.the operation. In only one instance was-even a platoon erigaged. The -expected
mines, booby traps, snipers, and harassing mortar attacks materialized-as anticipated.

"A total of 177 separate facilities were- found which ranged’ from foxholes
and trenches to bunkers and tunnel complexes, -and -t6 rice caches of all-sizes.
A comparison of each of these locations with all previously available intelligence
information, principally the VC installations list, shows that 156 or 88.1% fell
within 500 meters of a teported installation: The average error for these 156
installatfons was 135M (E-W) by 147M (N-S) or an average radial error of slightly
over 200 meters. Thus the values of utilizing the VC Installation list, normally
published as a TAB to the Intelligence Anmex, (of an OPORD) is readily apparent.
Such lists should be considered as a starting point for a search of any area.M
(11th Armored Cavaliy Regiment Intelligence Bulletin #8;. dated 29 January
1967) The ‘1ist of enemy installations is included- as TAB A.

KRN A A 0

c. Sources of information:

L I T e Nt e b i 8

The VC installation List in the Operation CEDAR FALLS OPORD
reflected such diverse intelligence sources as ARVN and US divisions, III Corps,
DASC I1I Corps, LRR?'e, POW!s, and FAC!'s,

d. Terrain Analysis:
(1) General: The area of interest for Operation CEDAR FALLS, known

as the IRON TRIANGLE, lies east of -the- SAIGON river, south of east-west gridline
XT 37, west of National Highway 13, dnd north of east-west gridline XT 20.

i et

(2) Observation in the IRON TRIANGLE 1s-dependent on the type of
vegetation in the immediate aréa,. Wetlands and rice areas offer good observation
both on the ground and in the air. Observation in rubber plantation areas is fair,
though dependent on the thickness of the undergrowth in the immediate area. All
streams and rivers are lined' with trees wnich limit ground oh;ervation. The jungle
area in the central portion of the IRON TRIANGLE severly limited observation.

(3) Fields of Fire:

Fields of fire are good in rubber tree areas, wetlands, -and
rice paddies. Fields of fire are limited in the dedise Jjungle areas.

Lo fra MRS e e Bl el 30 s s s e

(4) Cover:

. ‘ : i

/ The major cover available to the enemy is in the form of bunkers e
and tunnels. 2
E

{5) Concealment: ;

q

All forested areas offer good concealment. Small,. dismounted 3

elements receive .excellent concealment {n villages and hamlets in the area. The b
rice paddies offer no concealment. @
(6) Obstacles: . E

The SAIGON River flows from northwest to southeast on 'the western 3

boundary of the drea and varies in width from 100 to 150 meters. The THI TINH 3
River flows generally fxom the north to the south through the area varying in width ?
from twénty to fifey meters. Both rivers have low and gently sloping banks. K
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The dense foress which douinates the center of the IRON TRIANCGIE constitutes a

‘mejor obstacle t6 cross courtry movements The narsh area adjacent to the “ONG KY

Stream (XT 722325-XT 712286.XT 714278) also severely: restricts-vehicular moverent
in the aree.

(1) Movemsnt and Avenues"of' Approach:

. -Movement'is generally channelized to.roads and trails in axeas
of dense growth, ‘Cross: country mobility.is Jd.mitedriwr'icstpa.ddiea and marshlands,
Existing trails and roads.offer the -best averues:of :approach,

(8) ey Terrain Features:.

The -area is gen’erellf a level plain.with no prominent or
camanding terrain features,

9{C)Missions The mission of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment vas to attack
vest froy BEN CAT to cut the IRON TRIANGIE destroying a VC Base Camp (Chjective 1),
seizing and:securing an artillery base (Objective 1‘55 and,to destroy a VC IQs
(Oojective 2). The Regiment then.was to link-up with heliborne forces and to screen.
along the eastern edge’ of the Area of-Operations to prevent ensmy w.thdrawal -
to"the east: -The Regiment vas under the operational control (OPCON).of the 1st
Infantry Division-who in turn passed OPCCN. to the 173rd .drborne Brigads for the
operation, .

10, :(C) Concept-of Operations:

The concept of the operation was-to break the operation into two Phases,.
Phase I was initiated and coupleted on 8 January. During this phase the Regiment
(~1st ‘Sqdn) conducted’ a'night:road march from the Regimental Base Camp (Regimental

Teedquarters, 3rd end Provisional Squadrons) and from BEAR CAT Base Camp (2nd Squbde

ron) to forward .assombly areas, XI 8515, Phase II began on 9:January. The
Reginment attacked west from BEN CAT and seized Objective 1 and Objective 1A, From
Objective 1A, elements of the Regiment attacked northeast to establish a link.up

of heliborne forces :in LANDING.ZONE 5, Other Reginental elements attacked west
from Objective X to castrdy a“VC 'His .(Objective 2). The.Regiusent then established
a scréen along LINE RED and secursd engineer .bases:and prk partiess The Regimental
maneuver -elements. thén:prepared to conduct-search and dsatroy operations in their-
asgigned sectors,

1. (C) Execution:

. 8 Jamary:

. At 1200F the' Regiment came under the operational control of the 1lst. .
Infantry Division vho in turn placed ‘the.BRlackhorse under the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
The Regimental-Command Lost, escorted by ACAV!s and the 3rd.Squadron Howitzer
Battery, initiated- (1200H) ‘a.road march from:the base-camp to forward:assesbly
areas north of ‘PHU-LOL (X2 857162) arriving at 1617H, The Regimental.Treins
(Headguarters. and :Healquarters: Troop,- 919th Engincer Cornpaw_'%-’:‘) and field trains)
with escorts provided Ly Troop X departed the base camp.at 1951H closing.at PHU LOX
(P 7921) at.2322H, . . R

2l Squadron:

The 2nd Squedron was located .at BRAR CAT, the location of a recently
canpleted operation (Cperation.CAVARY/DUCK), The. first eleuent to-move-was its
Howitzer Battery escorted by an amored cavalry platoon, Crossing the starting
point (SP) at 1330H it cleared its release point (2P) at 1627H.. The remainder of the
squadron departed at-1900H: closing in a-forward assambly area at 2222,

3rd Squadrent ’

The 3rd Squadron (-) made a night nove from the Regimental Base Camp at
IOLG GIAO to a forward assembly area vicinity XT 7620 closing &% 2315H, During the
move a % ton truck {rom Company M was hit by a claymore mine resultinig in one US
KIA and* one US'WIA, Shortly after the mining incident-traffic control elaments
fron the T20th Military Police Battalion received small arms.fire.and grenades
vieinity XT 937069 with negative results, .At 2159H, Company M also received ons
recoilless rifle round (XY 937069) with negative results,
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The Regiment remaihed OPCOH to-the 173rd Airborne Brigede, .(See Annex 4 -
OPCRUTICHS CTHRLY)

AP

S SANGE 1) 0 S &I o o

o Lol G5

2nd Squadron: At 0B1SE Troop.F,, secured .Position GIW3EL (XT 7232), Troop
E rioved through Position GREEN to seize Cbjective 1A, at 09003, anc Troop ¥ then
established &.screen-from XT 652317 to XT 688330, Company I rolieved Troop F of
the:security-of Position.GREEY at 140OK, Troop G sscured:dé campany from the lst
2 Engineer Dattalion, located at XT 7031, at 1537H. An iC4V from Troop- G.hit a anall
R mine at XI 695315 resulting in a broken track and daiaged road wheel, Troop F
A received an unlmown mumber of small sms rounds-at X' 733318 with.negative cesuale
3 ties resulting, Company H discoversd and evacuated 2200 pounds of race fram XT
703310, and Troop F-found.1500 pounds.of rice ab XT.662307, thich later vas turmed
b over to the National Police, :

igeim

¢ kA %,

LG

3 3rd Squadyon:

4t 09124, Troop X seized.Objective 1.at XT 5730.. At 1000H, Troop I.ssized
Objective 2 at XT.6630. ".Twoop' L indtiated search.and destroy operations at XT 6828,
Bagimix_}g at 1500, "Troop L end Company.ll screensd Engineer Base 2 at XT-7031,
while Troops I and X movad-to secure Engineer Base -3.at XT 6630 and vere in position
at 1715, Durihg opérations on 9° January, Troop X detonated a booby trap iith an
4CLY ab XP 721707, and loczted twenty foxholes tio feet deop amd five feet vide at
YT 686238, Trooy L received ten rounds of sniper fire at XT 65830k, end cantured
2,2 tons of rice at XT 565302, Troop L observed and firéd on two armed VC'at XT
68li272 vith negative results. .t 1510E, one trooper from Troop I'ias tounded by
sniper-fire, at X7 662306,

AN BRI LT
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10 January: The Regiment rem2ined CPCON to-the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
The 1st Squadron, i%h Cavalry was placed OPCON to the Regiment: At 2000H, a:j5 ton
track from the Regimental Scout Platoon was hit by a clayriore iine resulting in
extensive vehicle damage and one US YI.s:

o} 2Nt s A

oyt

2nd Squadron: On 10 January, Troop Z.secured Engineer TF 3UVO operativg
along “ighwvay Ll.. Troop ¥ screened from XI 634321 to XT 733324k, Company. H secured
an Zngineer 3ase at XT.725318, Troop G escorted Engineer TF ALFHA to 173rd Airborne
3rigade boundary at XP«662375. At 1115H Troop G found a hut.containing ten tons of 3
rice and three grenades, both of vhich were booby trapped. The hut and grenades k.
were destroyed, the rice ias secwred for evacuation.

PReY L
n et 3 Nty
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A

3rd Squadron: Enginesr Bases at XT 671302 and XT 701310 were secursd by
squadron elesents, as was Zngineer TF DELR\ operating between XT 677306, and i
671325, Troops I, X, and L conducted search and destroy operations in the assigned
A0, During these.operations Troop X found a squad-sized .base cap at YT 660310, in
which 1as:found one<1i26'US grenade, M.15 ammnition, and-an unidentified part of
a large caliber tmeapon, Troop I captured cne -VCS 1ho camp out of a tunnel and
surrendored at XIT 662305, Troop I received four.rounds of small arms fire at XT
675305, with negative casualties resulting, Troop L found and destroyed numerous
punji stakes in the vieinity.of XT:707315, and.a Company X doger tank-hit an AT
rine vith. negative.casualties, A wheeled wehicle  from Troop L was hit by & claymore
mine at 2007H in the vicinity of XT 782236 resulting in one US WIA and 1ight
vehicle damage., At 1015H Company M discoversd and destroyed an extensive tunnel
system under buildings at XP 700313, and at 11534 uncovered a base camp, The
28 canp; located at XT 69931L had an extensive tunnel and bunker asystem which vas
4 reinforced by logs, 1 VC was castured during a search of the camp, aswpre radio
4 equipmerit, documents, Rice, 'C jlations and medical.smpplies, Scme of the tumels

tere booby -trapped, . -

Ny TR L LA d

N

Ssaai
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1st Squadron, Lth Cavalry: Squadron.elements:established a soreen fram
XT 682343 to XT 662373, At 19005, a tank from Troop B hit a mine in the vicinity
of XT 669359 blowing off a track and four yoad vwheels and wounding one individual,
At 22158 Troop H received ten rounds of small arms fire with negative casualties.

11 Jamary: : . i
The vBsgiment. reuained under.the operational_c&xtrol of the 173rd Adrborne

Brigade. A-and C.Batteries, 5th Battalion, 2nd Artillery becams. PCON to the
Regiment at OT00H., (See Jnnex B - FRLG ORDER 2. CPERATIONS OVERIAY)'
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2nd* Squadrons

Troop § secured Engineer and fxtillarv. Base 3 ‘at XT- 725318 while Troop G
secured an Engineer:3ase at XT 701311. Company X Secured the.bridgehead at Position
GREEN, Troop F contimued.its screeming wiSsion from XT 634321 to XT-682343, Troop
G _found a platoon sizedbase camp at XT 654325, Troop E .received two CHIEU HCL at
XT 671302, _An.ACZV from-Troop F ran over a 105mum-shell rigged -as.a.ming, but deten-
ated only the.fuze. '

Srd Squadron:

Compary C, .lith Battalion, 503rd Infantry, was attached effective 0700
The squadron attacked. south along Axis CAT at 0900f], from XT 6730 along Route 1k
to seize objectives at XT 715238, XT 72523, XT 7hlk238, and XT 7h4237, and to clear
Area X-iaY (XT 6925) vhile enroute., Troop i conducted search and destroy operations
in Area X-R1Y, Troop I secured Objective 1 at 1055H; Cospany M sécired -Objective
2 at 1306E, and. Objective 3 at 15LSH; Troop L securéd Qbjectivé L at 16LOL, Troop
I found 2 VG KIn (BC) at XT 7082k and detained nineteen persons at XT 671302,
Interrogation revealed that they-had been'hiding for 10 days; two individuals
also had large suss of noney on them. Troop K-discovered an undetermined amount of
rice in a village at XT 658300 which vas .evacuated by the-1st Infantry Division.
The Troop engzged 1 VC at XT 7042L2 resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC). Ab.1132H, the
troop received small.arms ¥ire in the vicinity of XT 72532k, and at 1251H, an
ACLY hit-a mine at XT°70825k, .Meither incident resulted in casualtiss,or vehicular
damage. At 1500H, the troop evacusted.700 pounds of rice from XT 746218, Troop
L deteined- one person at XT 695302 at 0430H, At 1L30H, thirty to fifty small ams
rounds vere firzd at the troop. A search of the.area (XT 699260) from which. the
fire ceme disclosed 2 CHICG AT mines, 5 CHICQY grenades, 2 rounds RPG-2 ammmnition,
a siren, 150 rounds-of Caliber .30 ammunition and Ti.tons of rice; 211 of which
were evacuated. At 15WSH, the troop-uncovered another twenty-five tons of rice
twenty rolls of corrugated roofing, and ten bicycles in.the vicinity of XT 69521,;7.
AL meterial and foodstuffs were evacuated, Company, M received light siall arws.fire
tiice during-the dey without sasualties. At 1030H the company found:and destroyed
one mine in the road-at X7 695257, .At 1I4SIf, one of its tenks hit a mine at XT
698250 with negative casualbies or damage. it 1147H, the coupany received thres
nortar rounds. which fell short at XT 697256, 'Another tank hit an LT mine abt XT_
693257, disabling the tank without causing any casualties, 4 105m artillery shell
rigged as a coraend detonated mine was discovered emplaced at XT 747226, Five
minutes later a WP round also rigzed as a mine was found at XT 7148227. Both rounds
were blom-in place, .s.the mines were.being blowm, elements of the company observed
men dressed in black pajamas vho appeared to be mining the road at XY 767213, The
nen scattered as a tank went to investigate, Xt 1930E, seven VC were spotted
and teken under fire resulting in one VC KIi (BC) and cne US IML carbine captured.

1st. Squadron: hth Cavalry:

Blementa-of the squadwon blocked from' XT,663373 to.XT 682343, At 18081,
an ¥113 from Iroop 4 hit 2 pre  sure mine at XT 6852kl with no casuslties.or.damage

;:;séu%ting froa the incident, .he Troop located and burned 5000 pounds of rice at
2370

12 Jenuary:
The Regiment ‘continued to -remain OFCON to the 173rd Adirborne Brigade, 2nd

Squadron becazis OPCON-to 3rd Brigade, lst Infantry Division at O700H, as.did the

1st Squadron, Lth Cavalry, and A-and C Batteries, Sth-Battalion, 2nd frtillery (AW).

At 1720H, tuo Regimental Light Fire Teams located.one VG resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC).

3rd. Squadrons.

.Conducted search and:destroy operations in areas+0, Py and %, Company-D,
hth Battolion, 503rd Infontry remained attached, At 0620H, Troop X spotted.movenens
in fromt-of their perimeter, and fired into the area resuliing in the capture-of
one wounded VC at XT 722236, Troop I discovered and destroyed two 100 -pound WP
baibs at XT 729230, Forty-five minutes later, at 1000H, the troop found a tunker
and tunnel (XT 728228).with a booby-trapped grenade and-parts of an.unknown type -
of fixed wing aircraft, The troop also uncovered and evacuated a cache of 5.5 tons.
of rice in the vicinity of XTI 722222, in hour earlier, at 1100H, six tons of
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rice and a sapan ves fornd at XT 724220, The sampan Vias- dsstroyed and the rice
. evacuated. The troop discovered 1200 pounds of rice at XI 733237. ‘the rice, found
at 15251, Was evacuated. At 1535H, the troop found an abandoned hut vith four
booby-trapped grenades anda dugout with a tunnel that appeared-to be a small
workshop for maldng iines, as tools were found'in the tunnel, The couplex and

3 nateriel vere destro_,'ed at X? 733227. Troop X found three tons-of rice at XT
* 3 735219 which 1ds evacuateds At 1O1OE, the troop loccted a five by-six foot cave.

o at XT 722233, conbuining ten jounds of cloth.mg. Ten mimutes lzter a large tunnel
: was fowd at XT 734228, The tumel vas searched with negative results, At

E 1039.;, a hub centaining 300 pounds of rice was discovered and dastroyed. dJust
nine minutes later tuo huts ere.found at X 74823) thich contpined twenty tons of
P rice, all of which- 128 evacuated, At noon the troop -had ‘toir .0.V1s hit by comand
e detonated 1tines in the vieinity of XT 736218 damaging road vheels on both vehiclea,
E resulting in vegativa casualties, Tuo hours later the troop received: i‘:.re froe a

3 corimend detonated .u.ne which resulted in one individual YIi, and slight dinage to
N ‘the ACAV, At 16358, the troop engaged-in a fire fight. nith a'VC wit or unimown
sizes A ‘heavy vo)une of avtonatic o.:d small axus fire-uss received as” well -as

o3 three rouwnds of recailless rifle ﬁ.re. One ACAY 1as dmaged in the {ight, bub
3 there vere no friendly casualties. Troop L spotted five VC-in ‘the vicinity of X2
714623k at 1120H, “A patrol chasing the 7C Was hit by tvo claymore mines resulting
" in four US I end three US UIA., Company I{'Pound a 105%m round wired-for command
4 detonadion at XT 7h823) -and destroved it in-place. At 1130* the comany found
N a Jt.nker at T Th5230 containing one 155m: round rigged as 4 éaimwnd detonated
miné, The bunker-and mine ere blomm in place, Five minutes later an AT mine

surrounded-by five AP mines a8 found and destroyed at XT 748223, At 1130H, the
campany had received four-rounds of 62mm mortar {ire at XT 7h7232, resulting in
one US WIA. Tifteen wimtes later the company found-an AT mine at X7 7h7232 and

——

blewit in ploce, At 13100, the capany found three CHIC(M grenades -at AT
b 7h5233 and destréyed.tiien in place. A vell constructed twmel in the vicinity of j
A X7 747232 was fovnd at 14306, and vas penstrated to a‘depth of 250 rieters, Docmments 1
4 and a- Lagr'mn ere found in bhe tunnel, The underground corple was merked for
s future operat:.ons. At 16258, the cofmany found a tunnel, freshly ‘occupied, .contain-
: ing f:.ve pounds -of docwisnts, overlays, technicel nenuels, 2 CHICCGI grenades and
4 120 rounds of 7:62m rounde. The tumnel (at XT 74hoLh) ves destroyéd. Ab 20LOH,
: the capany obsorvnd 2°C at teipbing to turn-4 claymore mine tovard friendly nos::.tions.

The clajuore was detonnted, resulting in one VG XiA- (5c).

4 13 Jaxmag:

2nd’ Squadron revertéd to-Regimental ecrnitol at 16571{. The Regiment
renained OPCGi to the 173rd Airborne Brigade,

2nd Squadron:

Trood G discovered and exploued in place a 15%m round equipped:for
camard detonation ot XT 683336, At 1LO5H, a small base camp with twhuts was fuund
: in the vicmty of 7T 69131, A 60:m nortar round found in the camp-vas' bloim in
plecé, A second base cap t:as-discovered ab X7°8933,

3rd Squadron:

b Conducted search and destroy operations., Compsny. D, Lth Battalion, 503rd
x: Infantry, remained attached, Troop X found fifteen 100 pound bags of rice in the

R vicinity of XT 722227, At 12301, -atunnel dontaining tvo: booby-trapped’ grenades

X which were destroyed, was located-at XT 717243, A.hidden complex of huts vas
located at.122UH, at XT-7182h2, whith.contained one pound of documents, Thehuts
were destroyed and the documents evacuated, At JJ.;OOH, fifteen.CBU bomblets.rigged
a8 booby tryps were found ir and around trails at XT 733225, One US vas WIA, and
the booby traps were destroyed, At 13551, thirty to forty rounds of small arms fire
was received by the troop with no casvalties resulting, The fire was returned

at X7 75322L, With un'moim rosults., At 1356H, a 100 pound boub rigzed: a8 a pressurs
mine vas found 'surrounded by punji stekes at XT 719245, The.bomb Tos destroyed: and-
the punji-stakes vere buried. .\.trench three to four feet deep s found running
northeast for an. undetermined distance beginning at XTI 713247, Troop K found a
tumel domlex-at XT 7h3219 at 1000H, The tunnel: had three branches: and Va8
dastroyed. More ‘tumnels were found in the vicinity of XT 7h622) containing
docwients -and clothings The t'mmls' discovered at 11L0H, vere-destroyed, and the
docunents evacucted, -A tunnel and-cave complex with compartients was discovered

at XT 734232, end destrayed at 12154, l‘orty booby-trapped grenades were found at

L
. il
%
13
o
i
)
f
L
4
V8
3

oo oo

! 124 Page 8 of 20 Pages
CONFIDLENRT /559

cx . S

o M S e G e S
ket




2. LR Lo e e Ceos e W .
o mm tn st ey vl 3

CONFIDENTI L

T 726240, and destroyed at 1231, A small base camp gt XT 734226, +was found con-
taining three suall tumiels end one AP mine. The cawmp was destrored at-1250H,
Trenty mimtes later a sspan vas spobted and destvoyed at 2T 745223, ive pressure
fuses found ab X3 733223, vere destroyed at, 1y30H, At 1LLOH, an AC.V hit o LT
Jines at X0 703252, causing slight demage. Ab 1500K, enother ACAV ueas slightly
damaged by an AT mine. Heither incident produced any casualties, ..t 1520I, a 250
-pound bom> s found at I 742216, and destrored in place, Thirty-#wo bags of rice,
ecch weighing 100 pounds, were found at XT 746218, Abooby trap under a bed was foumd
in a hut at.XT 746218, .and destroyed, Troop L tripped a'booby-tr'appe.d‘; grenade
hanging’in a tree resulting in-three US WIA, At.1209i, an XCLV track ias bloin.off
by & mine ‘at XT 720210, however, there were no casualties. A 250 pound baub wired
for detonation was found at XT 720240 and destroyed-at 1220H, A Company I tank
struckaunine at YT 716245 resulting in the- tréick being bloun.off. The incident
occurred at O715H, 4t 1020H,-a tunnel camplex with six entrances-ids found.at
#T 7h523Y. Cnly the northern portion of the tumiel had been sealed by the VC. The
search continiied to.the next day, Howitzer Battery killed one armed VC POI atieupt-
ing to éscape.at 15251 in the wvicinity of XT 752328 with the Shlst iHlitaly
Intelligence Detachment assisting, 'Company D, lith Battalion, 503rd Infantry found
a booby trap igmiter at XT 747218 and destroyed it-at 1220H, At 15LOE, it‘de_stroyeq.
a sampan at XT 73021l and two tons:of riceifound in the vicinity of XT 73821l

1 Jonuary:

The Regiment remained CPCTY t¢ the 173rd Airborne Drigade. (See .Armex
C - FRAGORD )y OPZRATIONS OVERLYY)

2nd Squadrons

%lements of the squadron continued to »rovide sscurity.for engineer work
parties ab XT 725318, XT 701311, and XT 671302, Troops B and T, and Coupany E
conducted secrch-and destroy operations northeast of Route 1l from XT 7325. to XT
7523, An-.ACAY frox Troop 2 received moderate dasage from an AT.mine at X7 7112148
detonated at 0830H, rasulting in 2 US'WIA in the incident, liine sizeping in the
area resulted-in the discovery of a forty pound CHICG! mine,. At 1030H, the trocp
located two houemade iines-at XT' 713247, and destroyed them in place. The troop
received ten rounds of automatic weajyons'fire at 1H15H :with no casualties resulbing,
A CBU bomblet located by the troop, was destroyed in place st 1650, An ACAV of
Troop F deto:ated an AP ming.in the vicinity of T 693259 at 1045 with no casualties
or damage experienced, A tank fron Comany ¥4, received moderate damage at 0830H
in the area of XT 711248, frim a pressure type -iT nines

3rd Squadron:

Co.pany . D, hth-Battalion, 503rd.Infantry. remained: attached to the -aquadron
as elenents of the-squadron conducted search and’'destroy operations in the area fraa
X 7211 to, XT 7124, Troop.I engaged &-VC squad at X¢ 728219 at 12101 with no
casualtiesron, either sides Troop-K found one CCQI carbine-in a tumnel.at XT.
139216, Search-operations for 1} Jarmary resulted in the cgpture-of eleven pounds
of docuients, one pound of nediczl supplies, and thirty-three tons of rice.
Destroyed were eleven-tunrels, one base camp, six structures, tienty-six pounds
of ‘macll ams asmnition, four 60mm mortar rounds, two 10%mm artillery rounds, one
155 ‘artillery round, tuenty-three CBU-bomblets, tto 100 pound bonbs, one 250
pound bomb, tiree mines, ‘three grenades and 1.85 tons of rice,,

15 Jammary:
The .legiment remained OFCOY to the 173rd Afrborne Brigade.
2nd Squadron:

Squadron elewents continued search and destroy operations.in tieir assigned
sectors Troop G continued security operations for engineer tork parties at XT
725318, XT 70131, and XT 671302, At OB0GH, Troop I.sustained one US UIA from a
cormand detonated claymore mine and small arma fire in the vicinity.of XT 731254,

The firs was returned with unlmoim results, Thirty rrinutes later a tank attached
to the troop from Copany H, detonated tiro claymove rines at the same locction,
There wers.no casualties and no damage sustained from:the action, At 1115}, the
troop sustalned one, US /LA, after receiving ten rounds of small ams fire from
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XT 736219, At 13103; a booby trap detonated.at X 736248 ‘causing six US WIL fron
the troop; Search operations resulted in the squa.dron capturing and -eve cuat:.ng
thirty-two tons of rice and ti half pound ‘sets of documents. Thirtzen grenades,
two huts, tw claymore xines, one 155m.rouidy one CBU bomblet, and fifteen 8lm
nortar rounds- ere also destroyed.

3rd Squadron:

Cempany” D, Lth Battslion; 503¢d Infontry remained OPCON to the squadron,

Elenents of the squadron-contimed search and destroy operations in their assigned
sector; Troop L sustained 2 US WIA from the explosion of a booby-trapped grencds
at X 716245 at 1020K, Five mimités later one- grenads and automatio weapons fire-
were received; fire was returned with uninown results,.and there were no-casualties
to the troop. An ACAV hit a mine &t 10LOH, in the same location sustaining 1ieht
deniage” to the, vehicle, At 1104H, Company D engeged a VC force of unknoun size
and killed one VG (BG), During a DUS?-OFF, inssupport of Company D, tio US iere

I\ and one KfA from sniper fire, Tuo ACAV!s frou Comany li tere destroyed:by two
large comend detohated imines at XTI 733219, Seven'US vere. WI4,; and one Kift.
Squadron operations-for 15 Jomiery netted the capture of 5.5 pounds of documents,
one-half pound of modical - supohes, two CHIC(H carbines, two-US carb..nes, one US
sukachirezun, ond 27,8 tons of rice. In addition tro tunnels, one base camp,
seven structures, five CBU bomblets, six mines, and seven tons of rice were:
destroyed,

16 -Jamary:
The Degiment remained OPCON to the 173rd Jirborne Rrigade-
2nd Squadror.é

Squadron elemncs condicted search and destroy operatlons in sector,
Troop [ coritinvied to #eAve engineer vork parties at X? 725318, X? 701311, and XT
671302, Troop ¥ gncoinbered light smell arms fire at XT 7262h6. Tire was.returned
with un'mown resvlts, At 13258, a Company H tank detonated an unknown type of
booby trap k3illing ony individual- from the cavenys At 0800H, tio CHIEU-HOI
surrendsred to a pntrol from the cuwany at IT 716245, Ab.1659%, Troop E found
one CHICGH Eype 56 carbine and one US caliber .30 rifle, Operations for 16 Jamary
resulted in the capture-of 21,k tons of rice, one CIHICG ca.rb:.‘ue, and ohe US -rifle
evacuated, and the déstruction of three 105mn artillery rounds, one 8l:m morta.r
round, one 6Gtm mortar round and 1.5 tons of polished rice,

3rd Squadron:

The-squadron conducted search and destroy .operations in sector. Company

D, hith Batt alion, 503rd Infantry was detached at 0732K. ‘Troop & found one Russian

fosim rifle in a tumnel ab XT 739216. Ab 1430H, elements of the troop observed
one VC. enter.mg a tunnel- at XT 734222; the VC =s pursued resulting in one VC
killed and tie capture’of one ML Carbine, An hour and a half later the troop
Lilled two VC(3C). and captmred one.caliber U5 pistol and one type L3 CIZCCG: sub-
machinegun at. X 712238, ﬁents of"Cormany M searching a tunnel: received auto-
natic weapons fire rest.lting in one US KI\ and one US VXA, at XT 741221, Operations
for the day terminated 1ith the squadron .capturing (in addition to the items noted
ebowe) 16,5 pounds of documents, ten pounds of clothing, one rifle,-one carbine, one
grenade, and 100 rounds of CIXCCii small arms arrmunition, Three mines, and three
grenades were also destroyed.

17 Jamary:
The. Regir'ent remained OPCCIN to the 173rd Airborne Brigade.

2nd- Squadron:

Hlements of the squadron conducted sesrch and’ destroy operations in an
ares irmediately to the northeast of Highway 1. Troop G provided security for
two engineer work parties. (X 725318 and'XT 701311}, A ¥ank/AC.V tean from Troop
By while searching an drea from-vhich a Blackhorse UH-1D received fire, uncovered
several b\mkers. During search-anc."destrdy operations both Troop B and I discovered
large caches of rice and numerous bunkers and tumiel com)lexes; one of shich was a
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"hospital comdlex at X2 734247, containing a-mess area, trenches, and foxholes. 4
tumel. with a stone plug was found at XP 734255, At.XT 734255, At XI'736250°a
tunnel was discovered and searched for asproximstely 40O meters, 4 total &f 16-tons
of rice was ‘also evacuated and five huts, fiye CHICOM grenades, and tventy-seven tons
of rice vere destroyed,

3rd Squadron:

Yhe squadron conducted search and destroy operstions in its assigned
sector, Trccp I discovered one US type Hl carbine and.found a tunnel cemplex at
XT 733223, The troop also found and destroyed a 500 pouhd bomb in the sane.areas
A company }i tank hit 2 pressure type mine at XT 739216 resulting in only light
vehicle damage, At.0900%, and again at 1115H, Company M ldlled a VC (BC)-by a booby
trap, In addition to the two VG KIA (BC), one.US type !0 carbine was captured..Be~.
sides the above mentioned items, twenty-cne pounds of documents, one eamera, and one
bundle of clothing.were captured and evacuated.

18 Jarfug._zzz .

The Regiment remained under oderational control of the 173rd-Airborne
Brigade-

2nd Squadron

The squadron conducted search and destroy operations in its assigned
sector adjacent to Mighimy lli. Troop E discovered a tumnel at XTI, 72625h, and found
and recovered eight tons of rice i‘nom a_bunker at X’I‘ 732245, Troop I discovered
and evacuzted six rollz of berbed wire from XT 7302Lh. The troop also found a
battalion gize complex of bunkers and tunnels at XT741239 containing.a Soviet flag
and ten sounds of docaments. A comany sized base camp at XT 7h62h1 was located
dontaining ten tons of rice vhich was evacuated.

3rd Squadron:

The squadron conducted sea.rch and destroy ornerahons in :.ts assigned sector.
Troop-I.found a mochinezun mount for-an a\tl-aircra.ft machine gun hich -was constructe:
ed of US, non-US and VG fabncated parts. A tunnel containing six VC was found and
the tunuel was destroyed by acetylene gas, resulting in ‘six VC KIA (P0SS), at XT
73322L, A large tunnel coaplex consisting of mumérous long branches vas found at
XT 732222, Troop K found two tunnels and five .buhiiers at XT 738218. Yine tons of
rice was evrcusted from the bunkers, 100 feet of tunnel was dewolished at; XT 7142215,
A patrol from the troop killed one VC. (BC) at XT 723232 at 1900H. An 4CAV in
Compeny 11 det, tonated a,small.mine at XT 73522} with no casualties or damage resulting.
A-base camsp containing fourteen tons of rice was found at XT 743322, A tunnel i
entrance at XT 74322} was booby-trappeds Operations for the dey resulted in four US
grenades, and one AT mine captured in £ddition, three tunnels and three grenades
were destroyed.

19 Jsmary: .

The Regiment continued operations.under control of the 17Bd .Airborne
Brigade, . o

2rd Squadron:

Squadro.: slements contimued to search and clear operations northeast of
Highway i, Comany H vas relieved of the security of engineer work parties at two
locations by element« of the 1lst Squadron, Lth Cavalry, Troop B discovered fifteen
tons of booby-trapped rice at XT 735236, After disarming the booby -trap, the rice
as evacuated, In the same-avea the troop discovered and destroyed one ton of
spoiled rice. .in additional twenty-five tons of rice was evacuated at XI 745233,
A tventy pound clayriore was located and destroyed at XT 735234. Troop F destroyed
forty pounds of rice found in a bunker that had bsen searched the day befere. 4
booby trap emplaced the day before had been trinoed, but there was no sign-of bhood in
the area. The troop discovered and evacuated 20 tons of r:lce from XT 742237,

3rd Squadron:. h

The squadron conducted search and destroy operations in its assigned
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sector. Comoany H badame  OPCON to the lith-Battalion; 503rd Infantry at 0700H, with
one platoon retubning to squadron tontrol at 180CH, Though the squadron expéerienced
only slight VC dontact during the day, five toh# of rics vere omtured and five
bulicebs; two tunnels, fifty pounds of dmmotidum nitratd) ons STl tecoillies rifle -
round, and one CRU bomblet weie destroyed,

3rd Squadrons

The squadron conducted search and destooy overations in its assigned sector
and in additional diapatched sniper patrols into selected areas, Troop E reriained-
OPCON to-the“173rd Airboiné Brigade. Troop I discovered ons CHICOM type 5B carb:lne,
a British Enfield’ rifle, and four pounds of documents at XT 728227. The tunnel was'
destroyed, and when ‘the destruction charge vwas triggered two aecondary explosions
occurred with gray and white smoke asrearing, Troop L destroysd a tunnel in vhich a
CHICG: type 53 carbine had:been found' at XT 717233, Four tons of rice were destroyed
at XT 74522l by the troop. Camany M found a bunker with seventéen pounds of
comosition C-=l utilizing part of the explomive to destroy the bunker. The company
destroyed tuo-concrete and steel reinferced bunkers at XT 737221,

2) Jamuary:
The Reginent remained OPCON to tiie 173rd Airborne Brigede,
2nd Squadron:

The sduadron-conducted search and destroy- ocerstions in its assigned
sector while Comany H.'(-) rémained OPCON to the Lth Battalion, SO3rd. Infantry.

Though there was no significent co:tact with the enexy, Troop-E feurd two fresh graves"

containing t+o°VC at XT 748238, and destroyed one swall basa.camp and one turnel,
3rd Squadron:

The squadron continued search and destroy operations in its assigned sector,
Troop X remained OPCON to the 173rd Jddrborne Brigade. One eighteen foot vas destroy-
ed, Yy Troop I;-2s were two US 2,75" aerial rockets, two hits, and one tunnel, Troop
L fistted four CHIEU HOI's- diring ‘the dajy., A patrol killed ane VC (BC) at XT 740215,
Company M: destroyed a squad size base:camp and discovered and:evacuated fourteen
tons of vice from XT 738223,

?2J g

The - Ragiment remained 02COX to the 173rd Airborne Brigads. (Sée Annsx D
FRAGORD:12 OPERATEONS OVERIAY). At 07094, the -2nd: Battalion, 503rd Infantry,
attached to'the Regiftent.

2rd* Squadron:

The squadron, less detached units, conducted dearch and destroy operations
in its assigned sector. Company H (=), remained CPCOMN to the 173rd:Airborns-Brigade,
and Troop E becane OFCON to the 2nd Battalion, SO3rd Infantry, There was no sipnif-
icant contact with-the enemy during tha day's operations, Howsver, one Frarch 8mn
11916 rifle, one type 98.7.92mm rifle and cne US ml vera captured as vas a VC cone
tsructed caliber .30 rifle, 2 hute, 2 grenades, L tunnels and one half ton of
rice were destroyed.

3rd Squadron:

“he squadron conducted search and'destroy operations imits- assigned
sector of opsrations, Troop K.remained OPCON to the 173rd Airborne Brigade. Company
As 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry was attached-ef#fective 0800H, for operations,
Although ensmy contaet was negligible, operations ‘netted 3000 $NVN Piasters, ten
tons of rice, £ifty rounds.of .7.62m ammnition and one type 53 CHICQ! carbins,

2nd‘Battalion, 503rd Infantry°
Battalion elements conducted search and destroy operatiom in rice paddies
Jthin their assigned sector. Yo significent enemy contact was.re orted. However,

Campany B, did find one VC XIA (BC) in the THI TINH River at X776l
receivsd one CHIEU HOL:at XT 735256, ¢
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Operations for the day resulted in the capture of 1,5 tons of rice, one pound
of documents, ons bicyslis, and forty-six rounds of small ems~amunition, 500
pounds of rice, one grenade, four sampans, ten huts, and one small base gaup were
deStrayed. ’

23’ January:

The Regirent re.cined OPCOX to the 173rd iirborne Brigede. The'2nd
Battelion, SO3rd Infentry remained OPCCH to the Regiment,

2nd Squadron:

The' squadron cgnéuctéd search and destroy operations in its assinned sector..
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 503rd.Infantry reaained OPCON to-the-squadron while Troop.
X remained OPCOX to the 173re Airborne Brigade. Troop I found 2 dead VC (BC) ¥ho
appeared to have bsen dead two to four days. A sniner patrol frem Troop:L eccounted
for ohe VG KIA (3C) at XTI 722232, The cperctions during the day. resulted in the
destruction of one 200 pound boub, three tunnels, three huts and one ton of rice,

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry: -
Battclion elements conducted search and destroy operations in rice paddier

ini its sectors Oerations: for the day accounted for 990 pounds of rice, five huts,
three samens, five bunkers, and one hand' grenade destroyed.

2L Jamuary:

Operation CROAR FALLS was terminated and the Regiment:-was rclecsed fram
the operationsl control cf the-173rd Adrborne Brigede at 1710H, The 2nd Battalion,
503rd Infantry renained OPCON to the Regiment.and wes integroted into the tactical
road march of the 2nd Squadron. TIhe battalion was released to its parent.unit
upon arrivel at BIEN FOA.

2nd- Squadron:
The squadron conducted = tactical road march fram BEH CAT (XT.7533) to
the Regimental 3ase Caw closing with-the wain-body at 1710H., Trail elements
closed ot 2300H without iacident.
3rd Squadron:
The squadron conducted a tactical road march from BIN CAT (xr 7533)
to the Regirventel Base Camp., The-main body closed.at 1455, and the. treil prrty
closed at 224,0H, There were no incidents during the march,
12, (C) Results: g

a. Personnels

26 VC KIA (BC) and”13 VC-KIA (POSS), Seventy-four individuals were
detained, and eight VG were caotured, Twelve VC turned themselves in as CH IZU HOI!s,

b, Fortificitions and Buildings:

. Sixty tunnels or timnel comolexss were found cnd all were partially or
conpletely destroyed., Six base canps, fifteen bunkers and forty-seven huts uere
alse destroyed. )

c; lateriel:
Twenty-nine small arms were captured; zlong with 1100 rourds of
aumunition, 17k mines were captured or destroyed as were 108 artillery or

mortor shells. Thirtzen nounds of medicine; six rolls of barbed wire, 150 burlap

bogs, one machine-gun trinod and seventeen pounds of Celj exolosive were
captured. '
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d, Miscellanacus.Items and Foodstuffs:

479.5 tons of rice was cantured of vhich only 79.5 tons had to be
destroyed. The remeining 40O tons vers returned to the GVN, One cawerz, fourteen
bicycles, one 300 gallon fuel tank, iVN $3000, twenty rolls of corrugated roofing
and one siren as well as one gross of eight inch bolts were castured. Twenty
samans were dssiroyed,

e. Friendly Losses:
Friendly losses included eight US XKI4, fifty-ene US lightly WIA,
six.seriously-WIA, Materiel losses were eight ;iCAV's, four tanks and four vhe:led
vehicles domaged. Two ACAV!s end one tank vere dastroysd,

(). 2dministrative Matters:

tdeinistrative plans for the ooseration-pioved to be adequate, and logistic-
al support kent pace with coubat requirements throughous the opération. Classes
I, IIT, and IIYTA were susplied from a 1st Logisticel Command Forward Support Area
(FSA) at FIU IOI, Class V and VA and some Class IITA were supplied from a 1lst
Logistizal Command FSA located at LAL KEE. Naintenance Support was provided by
the 188th iaintenarce Battalion, Regimental and Squadron Trains opercted from a
central location et the PHU 10T Base Camo under the direction of the Regimental
Sk and the Regimental Logistical Control Center,

a. Resupply:

Land lines .of “canmnications and daily resupply. convoys were the
primary methods of rezupply for the cperation, Organdic transnortation wes the only
transportation used except for Chinook helicopter air 1ift of water, rations, P(L,
and ammnition to the 3rd Squadron,

b, Maintenance:

“The maintenance supoort furnished by the 18bun Meintenmce Battalion
was outstanding, and st times ‘sporoached "Instent Meintenance®. Items: deadlined
as the result of coabat action one day were, in the majority -of cases, ready for
action the.next day.

ce POL Statistics:

Issue of the following types of POL products was accomplished
during the operation: JPh.18,400 gallons, iVGAS-3805 gallons, MOGAS-55200 gellons,
Diesel-3l,000 gallons,

d. Treatment and Evacuation of Casualties:

Although there were many lightly wounded easualties not requiring
treatment, there were forty-six injuries as a result of hostile action treated
during the operation. In adc¢ition, twenty~two individuels received treatwent from
non-hostile injuries. Of this total, nineteen IRHA!s and twenty-two individuals
injured by other than hostile zction were evacuated, 411 indivicdusls evacuated-
were air-lifted by DUST-OFF to the 93rd Evacuation Hospital, the 12th Evacuation U
Hospital, .or the. 3rd Surgical Hospital,

e. Communicstions:

Communications to the Regimental Base Camp and to higher headquarters
was maintained by a multitude of cammrd.cations methods as listed below.

(1) F¥ Nets:

+ 11th Armored Cavelry entered the 173rd Airborne Brigcde -Command
Net and the 173rd Admin/Intel Net with no difficulties encountered,

(2) Telephons Circuits:
(a) A-8ole User (Point to Point) circuit wes established between

the 1lth .\rmored Cavalry TOC and the 173rd Ai;'borm Brigade TOC with excellent results,
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(b) Common User circuits were es..ablished batreen the 173rd
Formmard Sqitchboard and the: Blackhorse Forward Swibchboerd providing acceds to
the Army. Telephone- System.

(3) felotyoeyriters

A cammon user circuit from Blackhorse Forward through the
173rd Airborne Brigede Forvard and into the Army Systen was utilized.

(k) Regiventzl ‘frains Telephone:

Four common user circuits were estcblished to the lst infantry
Division Switchboard :nd into the Army System.

(5) Radio Teletype to Base Camp:

An A RATT Net vas establ‘lshed to the Regimental Base: Camp from
the Rezimantal Field locstion by using an AN/G0-26D at the Base Cavp.

(6) Telsphone to Base Camp:

Polnt to point circuits were estcblished from Blackhorse
Forward to-Blatkhorse Rsar,

(7) Teletypevriter to Base Camp:

The circuit to bese cemp was operated from Blackhorse Forvard
through 173rd iirborne Brigade and II Force V circuits,

(8) FH to Base Camp:

An P Administrative.let i:as operated by use:of tactical radios
on an internittent besis as needed,

fo. JSdudinistration:

Routine adudnistration contimed to operate mioothly in spite of
the great distrnce betieen.the field location and the administrative center at the
Regimental Base Camp., This was accomplished by a daliy run to the field location
by the S-1, Replacements ere sent to the.field by a Carfbou aircraft flown by
the ‘dr Force on a drily basis; TIhe same aircraft wes used to transport RYR
persomel to aid from ‘47 SN NIUT )dr Force Base, During the nonth the R&R progran
was, greatly enlarged, and.proved ‘to.be-extremely beneficial to the morale of the
troops on"the opération.

(U) Special Zquinment and Techniques:

The major imnovation in military techniques emplojyed during the operation
is coverad in paragraph 7,b, and peragraph 7,d,l.

15 (U) Cauenderts “rnalysis:

The overation, combining an initial rapid maneuver phase, a search ond
destroy phass, and.screening, blocking and’ sacurity missions demonstrated the great
flexibilify of the Blackhorse Regiment, 'l‘he initiel night nove to.assembly ereas

wos rapid.and smooth. “The attack on successivas. ob;ectivea, the link-up.with
heliborne forces and establishment of screen and blocking positions demonstrated
that the Regiment is capable of moving fast and arriving at 1ts destimation in

excellent -fighting trim,

The uniqus quality of the operation that the 1lth Armored Cavalry denonstrated
its ability to conduct coimrehensive, thorough and effective search and destroy
operations, The discovery and destruction of sixty tunnel camlexes ard discovers
and.evacuation of ¥ell -over 470 tons of .rice are effective testinony to that fact.

The sqarch and destroy portion of Operation CEDAR FALLS was the final combat
test of the mdiﬁed TQ:S designed to-tailor the Regiment!s organization to the
requirenents .of countcr-ineurgency operations in Vietnam,
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A The sesrch and destroy operctions, plus the zllied séturatiof and sniper 3.,trols, L’O >
and tunnel seirch operations proved the validity of the }TO:S, There proved to ve 1 -

sufficient personnel in the basic i ‘neuver elecent - the Armored Cavelry Platoon -
to allow for required diswounted tumnel and matrolling operations hils maintaining
sufficient crew menbers on the ACAV!s to uieintain the platdon's mounted coubat
capavilities,

A

16, (C) Recoumend:tions: (Lessons Learned)

& a. QOoerations:

‘(1) Iten: Saturatien Patrels

- Discussion:

Saturation patrolling is the techoique of plocing meny small
patrols in arsas of-expected eneuy activity,

The technique is best employed along definite and linecr terrain
features such as stream beds, trails, canals, and ¢ny probable enemy ave:ues.of
apyroach.

2 Three to four man patrols are situated 2ll along the terrain
feature,. end lay in wait for the enery,

Should zn enemy force anproach, one, two, or all of the patrols
y in the arza can engege the force,

Saturation patrolling proved effective on Operation CEDLR FALLS.

¥ Observation: Saturation patroll 1ng can be effectively euployed
in amored cavalry Search and Gestroy operations.

(2) ZItem: Sniper Patrols
Discussion:
: The sriiwer vatrol is a smaller version' of the night ambush. Patrol.

Sach patrol is-equinjed with an =79 grenade ldtncher, 31516
rifles, and a radio,

34

4 ‘The natrols are positioned near lmowi or suspected rice cachss
and tunnel entrauces,

} It uas discovered that .the patrols proved £o.bé a .valuable-

y source of information-on VO daylight activities.

5

Observation: ILike saturation patrolling, snizer patrolling
H vas proven to be a Valuable adjunct to armored cavalry operations,

(3) Item: Discovery of rice catches,

Discussion: During Operation C.D:R FiLIS it vas observed that
anytine a large cachie of rice had been discovered, a flock of small birds had beén
] frigatened avay by the apyroach of friendly troops. Accordingly, any time a flock

of birds 1:as noticed, a search for a rice cache vas made'in the ‘areas

Qoservation: I[locks of birds should be iratched to assist in
locating rice caches,

(4) Itens Indications provided by intense booby-trapping.

Discussion: It was learned on Operation CEDAR FALIS that intense
booby-trapping.of & particular area vas a good indication that valuable stores
were hidden nzarby,

Observation: ZInalysis of the disposition of booby traps in an
area can lead to the discovery of valuable VC stores and materiel,

'30 Page 16 of 20 Pages
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(5) Ttem: ¥ tires.slong “iadls,
Discussioh:'

“The effeciive use .of I2X air bursts along trails prevented the
VC frou t‘xorough]y erplacing tines, thus pemitbing easy detecticr-"y friendly forces.

(ne squadvon uncovered nine poorly ermplaced.zilnes in-an area
that had received air bunsh 'l fires ths night before.

Ooservatwn. Zxpeditions-use of air burst IZX fires iay prevent
the enemy frum propor. ﬁ mp..acing 1mines,

b, Inte].'!iggncq ?
{1} Item: Gentrelized Intorrogation and Document Exploitation,

Digcussions All.aveilable Military Inteltigence persomnel at
the centrally locitsd center have the foilosing advontages over scatered 1T
Detachuents loccted with. Battalion sizo units:

Beadily-accesszbie to the comander..

lian hours-saved in collaborating P statements,

Rapid associatiou-betieen documents and Rls,

Rapid dissemination of information to:all subordinate,
adjacent, . and higher elements.

Controlled work 1oad, 1.8., the OIC is 'tble to interrogate Hls
and exploit. documents -2 tinely ‘basis vhereas in sepa.rauo units one iT Detachuent
may have an overload vhile another i3 idle,

Availability of technicel experts,
JBconony.of space, time, and resources,

Cozervations: Recommend.that centralized interrogation ana
document axploitation Jeans be utilized during future rulti-unit operations.

(2) Ttems: Use of ldlitary Police in handling POis.

Discussion: This was the first opportunity the 11th .Aruored
Cavalry Regment had o use TOLE ifilitary Police units during operations, and it vas
found that M:.]itary Police possess the following advantagaa over unit police:

Specifieally trained in the various 'l',echniques uszed in handling P(is.

Frees ccmbat personnel from a responsibility they. are not especiglly
trained for.

Insures the rapid and efficient handling of POJa,

Releases interrogator persomnel from the additicnal requireient of super-
vising the handling of’ POis,

Observation: iHdlitary Police personnel, when available, greatly
facilitate the processing and safeguarding of PGis during combat operatlon;.

-(3) ZItem: XNapid evacustion and exploitatisn of detainees, His, end
Chieu Hoi's, '

Discussion: During this operation cateainees, s, and Chieu
Hoifs were evacuated by the. Tastest npons available (generally by air) to the centrale
ized interrogation point., it this location & rapid evaluation of the individual was
made. Those persomnel ho had }cumleage of storage locations or fortifications vere
quickly dispatched to interested units wiere they could be used as guides, Those
Chieu Hoils vho kmew or suspecteéd the. vhere-atouts of other possible Chieu Hoi's,
trere placed in a’spesker aircraft and attempted to talk thoir colmrts into rallying,.
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Cbservationss Rap*d evacuation and explé:.t-.t:.on of Pig and
Ralliers successful in tae majority of cases. -Récovmend this tactié be contimued
in future operations.

ce Civil Affalrs:
“bemi Dvaciation of captured riceé from the babtiefield,
DNiscussions

During Operetion CEDAR FALLS the 11lth Jymored. Cavalry Regiment
captured a cousiderable quantity of rice from widely digpersed caches in the IRCH
TRIANGLE, Since the 1lth Armored Cavolry Reglient could not evacuate the rice due
to its combab mission, 411 possible means of &vacuation wére considered. Considera~
tion wes given to the use of purély administrative tramportata.on guch as trucking
capanies, Howsver, at-the time there vas irsufficient transportation available to
move the rice. Efforts were made to have the rice transported by the trucks organic
to the 18th ARV Division, and although- the fequest wis not derded outright, the
Division set a pick up date so-far in the future as to be “inacceptable, The 11lth
Armored Cavalry Regiment then sppealed to Province, and after considerabls pressure
had been applied through-sdvisory chdmels, the rice was partielly extracted frua
the centralized collettion point in the vicinity of PHU LOL;

Ooégivations:

b diribultish in evacdation of fdodstuffs by transportation
organic to combab units if & canbat Hituation are ruméfous and complexs The
extensive logistical demands of attacking wtits, toupled with the highly mobile
nature of coubat operations, made the use of organic transportation impractical,

The ise of purely administrative transportation such-as trucking caupanies
offers a possible solution, but in a guerilla-warfare envivorment adequate security
would be essential for the vehicles, even then operating well behind the zone of
contact, Often such security forces will not be available,

The most practical and logicol means of foodstuff evacuation in the 1lth
Armored Cavalry Regiment TAOR is by 'ARVN!s organic transportation units, They have
the vehicles necessary for such missions as ell as the mampower to provide their
omm security and labor to load and unload the rice, .Such:a missien is appropriate
to JRVY, with its ass:.gned mission of following up and consolidating US gains as
Well as participation in the Revolutionary Development Program.

Alnother solution is to give the mission to Province llsadquarters, and have
ther: coordinate the.transportation needed through-such:agencies as public wrks or
IF units, both of s.dch have orgenic transportation, This type of mission-would
give either JJVN or RFunits-an excellent chence for a worthwhile Civic lction
Programs To.galn GVN cooperation, the US unit should notify the Vietnamese there
rice has been captured and consloidated, the amount of rice allocated to them, and
give the Vietnamese a reasonable length of time to pick it up. If they fail vo
piclk up the rice vithin this time and have no valid-excuse, the rice or other food~
stuffs should be destroyed, That quantity of rice, or its dollar equivalent should
be deducted. from the provincial food or uoney allocation for the next month. If
the Vietnariese were iilling to fulfill their responsibility to their own people,
much of the present destruct:.on of rice in Vietnam would be wmecessary. Experience
with the Vietnamese has demonstrated that as long as they feel the US 1ill do &
task for them, they have little incentive to help theuselves, It is felt that the
above proposal would provide this much needed incentive,

d. 2SYOPS:

Iten: Use of loudspeakers oh UH-1D helicopters to get VC to
Chieu Hoi,

Discussion: During Operation CEDAR FALIS, 30 Chieu liol!s rallied
as the direct resulT of Ticesages they heard from 1lth Armbred Cavalry Regiment
UH-1D helicopter loudspeaker- ships, The speaker dhip would fly over areas where
the VC rere hiding and tell them to give up or-they would die; As soon as one
VC gave up he vas bYaken up in the speaker ship and he would tell his comredss
that they too should give up, It vas found that ssme of them Wanted' %o give up,
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but ere afrald thiy would be shot as théy came in bebause they had no safe conduct
pesses, So they 1818 told to take dff their shirts and Wave them over their heads,
This rorked well anid resulted in a gfoup of ninetesn toming in all at ord time,

. Obasxvatitnl Airborne louwdspeakst meipe should be used to the
naximm during operatitnd to gdt VC to.give up, They are most effective after about
410 weeks in vhich the ensmy has received contimial basbardnent frau both air and
artillery, Using a Hoi Chanh (feturnee) to talk on the speaker rdssion is more
effective than the unit interpretor,

e. logistics and liintenances
{1) Item: Equipment losses.

Discussions:

Primaty- equipment losses during the operaticn were caused by
anti~tonk mines,, The mines destroyed or damaged road wheels, road vheel arus, hubs,
bearings, and track, wmore than any other parts of the vehicles hit.

Observation: Stockage of amiored vehicle suspension parts
should be increased.

(2) Xtem: POL consumption factors.

Discussion: 'The POL consumption factors listed in IM 101-10
or factors based on training and Juropean experience are not valid for search and
clear’operations in Vietnan owing to the lack of vehicular movement and considerable
dismounted action,

Observation: Planning for POL consumption based on F! 101~.10
should be uodified In accordance with Vietnam counter-insurgency operations sxperience.

(3) Item: Iogistical and ilaintenance Support for the Regiment,

Discussions

During the operation, logistical support sias provided to the
Regliment on a tewmporary basis from a 1st Logistical Command Forward Support Area at
PHU LOL and at an Ammunition Supply Point at LAT KHE: ifaintenance support was pro-
vided by the 188th laintenance Battalion., lLogistical and lMaintenance Support vere
adequate only because of the short turn around distances,

Transportation to effect unit distribution of supplies does not exist above
squadron Jevel, The Regiment vas cble to resupply the suvordinate units only by
using orgenic vehicles form the squadrous thich vas possible only because of the
short turn around distances and augmentation by Chinook helicopters:when they wers
available,

Observation:

The Regiment needs a Support Command with the necessery assets to
support it vherever it may be employed,

The Regiment needs & Direct Support llaintenance unit assigned
or attached to provide maintenance support.

£+ Signals:
(1) Item: Alf Radio Range
Discussion:
Af radio contact is necessary between the Regimental Base Come
pound and the Regimental Headquartera at all times, even uhen the tuo are separated

by great distences as they tere on Operation CEDAR FALLS, The Antemna Kit AN/GRi~%,
attached to organic-AM radios would provide the necessary increased range.
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Observation: The Antenmis Kit AN/GRA~L should be issued on
the. bas:.a of two.per scuadron and three to Regimental ;{eadquarbers.
(2) Item: Overheasting-of radios.
M’

Trenty-four hour operation of the equipment: mounted in-the
1<577 tracked vehicles.and the resultant cverheating of radios reaulted in many,
radio ‘breakdowns,

The use of fans bloving directly on the radios vill tend to overcame this
problem,

Placing the trans:itter in STAND-BY position wi>. help alleviate this
problem in the AN/VRC~29 radio.

Obgervation: Use of fans blowing on radios in the M-577
vehi.cle ‘and use ‘of the STAND-BY, capability of the AN/GRC-29 will help overcae
radio overheating porblams.
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UNCLASSIFIETL
TRAINING AND DEPLOYMENT & AIR CAVALRY TROOP

1. (U) Introduction. The Air Cavalry Troop was alertdd for deployment to
Southeast Asia in March.1966. Originally organized under TO&E 1-67D (Regimental
Aviation Company) the troop was reorganized as, an Ai{r Cavalry Troop under TO&E 17-58E.
This reorganization constituted a sweeping change fcc the aviation elements in the
Regiment. Not only was the Aviation Company redesignated the Air Cavalry Troop.but
some of its old missions were deleted while new missions and capabilities were added.
The command and liaison function was now to be performed by the new Aviation Platoon
of Headquarters & Headquarters Troop-of the Regiment and by the three -ayiation sections
of the squadron headquarters. The Air Cavalry Troop gained new firepower for use in
suppressive fire roles with the Aero Rifle Platoon adding the capability of light
patrol and security forces. The new TO&E is a marked improvement over the old if
for no other reason than because of these additional capabilities.

During the month of March 1966, a turn in of all equipment not aythorized under
the new TOSE was initiated and completed the following month. Personnel with unauthor-
ized skills (Fixed Wing only-Drone) were reassigned by Department of the Army, or
retrained by unit request. In late April only a small nucleus. of personnel and equip-
ment remained from which to organize the new troop.

New equipment and personnel which had been requisitioned on 06 priority in late
March began arriving by mid April. At first, the equipment and personnel arrived in
small lots and on individual requisition fills/ 1In early May there was a large in-
cresse in personnel input and by the end of that month eighty percent of the author-.
ized strength had been assigned.

Equipment for the troop began arriving .in May. 1In late June authorization was
granted by Department of the Army to requisicion all needed.equipment on an 02 priority.
Observation aircraft were issued to the troop in small groups from May to July at which
time all authorized OH-23G aircraft were on hand. The UH-1D and UH-1C type aircraft
were issued directly from the factory in lots of four to six during the month of July.
Training, involving the use of aircraft was hampered by the lack of adequate direct
support maintenance facilities on station. Concurrent with -aviation training personnel
were involved in the various areas of training outlined.in ATP 17-108.

By late August aircrew and ground personnel training had reached the point where
specialized ground and air training could begin. The Aero Rifle Platoon departed for
Camp AP Hill, Virginia to.begin basic squad, section, and platoon exercises. The air-
craft and crews departed Fort Meade-fér Fort Knox, Kentucky where they received.two
weeks of training in aerial gunnery. The air and ground units were then reunited at
AP Hill in late September to commence combined section, platoon, and troop training.
Aerial gunnery courses were conducted for the enlisted gunners at this time. In order
to provide for the additional personnel.needed as door gunners after deployment, a
special authorization was requested from Department of the Army.

The unit training phase culminated in late October with the satisfactory completion
of the Annual Training Test (ATT). Upon completion of the AIT the unit returned to Fort
Meadé fo begin'making preparations for the approaching overseas move.

POR-POM, requirements were’met with the assistance of a special team from Fort
Meade Pest. The only problem encountered was the forced turn in of a 600 gallon water
trailer which was declared unserviceable. An advanced party was designated and trans-
portation requests were submitted for it and the main body in accordance with movement
dates received from Post Transportation. The aircraft were flown to Aberdeen Proving
Grounds for air transport to Sharpe Army Depot, California by the Military Airlift Com-
mand. Two officers, and. one aircraft technical inspector, and assigned crew chiefs were
sent with the aircraft from point of departure at Aberdsen to point of avrival in-
country. The minimum essential (Red Circle) items were-shipped by air #ith the main
body.while bulk equipment was shipped from the POE, Baltimore, without  iccompanying
personnel. On 27 November 1966, the advance party deployed by commercial air and
civilian contract flight from Fort Meade direct to Saigon. The movement order for the
advance. party specified the uniform would be fatiques with web gear and steel helmet.
This uniform later on proved to be inappropriate for both commercial air and MAC contract
fliguts. Special authorization had to-be obtained from MAC at Travis-AFB in order
to continue movement without Class B summer uniform.
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The main body departed on three flights on 29 November, 3 December and 5 December.
The advance party which had been dispatched earlier was experiencing difficultiés pre~
paring the.area for the receipt of the main body. Only basic accomodations (tentage)
were available; however, enough equipment for the most immediate nceds were secured
by the supply officer from the lst Logistical Cuzmand. Efforts by the advance party
were hindered by the lack-of transportation and-transportation suppart. The most
critical item'needed was a replacement for thé 600 gallon water trafler condemned in
CONUS just prior'to shipment. To date a water trailer has not been issued against
the 05 priority requisition submitied on 3 January J966.

The bulk shipment arrived in-country on 26 January 1967. The aircraft had arrived
four days earlier on 22 January. There were no significant problems encourtered
during the receipt, movement, or unpacking of the bulk items. There was, however,
some pilferage of items packed on the tmcks. The aircraft were unloaded, inspected,
and weapons systems installed with a minimum of difficulty.

In January, while in-country a reorganization of aviation assets within the troop
(see Annex A) was effected by a-transfer of all observation aircraft, crews, and
support tools to the Regimental Aviation Platoon and Squadron Air Sections. In ex-
change, all UH-1C (armed) helicopters were transferred, with crews, into the troop.
It was felt this reorganization would greatly enhance the troop's capabilities as well
as eliminate the problem of the reduced combat availability of one fire team at squadron
level with only two gunships assigned. The troop now has nineteen UH-1C aircraft.
The UH-1C aircraft-are assigned to the three light weapons platoons and one heavy
weapons platoon. The UH-1D aircraft rxemained in the Aero Rifle Platoon with the
exception of one aircraft designated as permanent C&C and one maintenance aircraft to
provide a light recovery capability. This reorganization was complete by 15 January.

The Aero Rifle Platoon replaced one infantry squad with a LRRP section of two teams of
six men each.

2. (U) Personnel. In March 1966, when the change of TO&E was effected there
were approximately 55 EM and 11 officers in the Aviation Company. Six of these officers
were only qual?i ;ied in-Fixed Wing aircraft and became excéss upon reorganization. By
late May about £0% of the authorized officer strength was present for duty and had
been primarily -assigned to the Air Cavalry Troop.

Enlisted personnel strength rose significantly in June, but the programed unit
strength was not reached until mid November with the arrival of augmentation personnel
requested to fill door gumer positions.

The problem obtaining authorization for ‘the additional door gunners was the
most critical personnel action encountered. It was magnified by the lack of assets
from within the command to draw from to satisfy just such unprogramed requirements.

This problem was further compounded by the lack-of guidance or authorization for door
gunner assignments.

By 28 November, all persomnel with the exception.of the advance party had returned
from leave and were ready for deployment. The. advance party departed 24 November by
air. On 29 November the first group departed Fort Mecade for the Republic of Vietnam.
The movement was completed by 10 December with the exception of individuals delayed
enroute for medical reasons and the unit property book officer who was completing the

turnover of station property to Fort Meade. All these individuals arrived in RVN by
15 January 1967.

3. (W Logistics. Shortly after receiving the alert for deployment to Vietnam
the unit acquired a WBL 02 priority, and initiated the necessary action for requisition-
ing TO&E, PLL, and TA 50-901 equipment to xeach a 100% fill on all irems prior to de~
parting -CONUS. The unit departed for Vietnam with 100% TO4E equipment and 87% £ill

on PLL. The last item of TO&E equipment arrived two days prior to the Equipment Read-
iness Deadline.

As of the end of the reporting period- the uni{t has received all of its
TGLE equipment with the-exception of one water trailer, and is logistically capable
of performing its mission.
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4. (U) Aircraft and Aircraft Weapons Systems. The weapons systems were crdeéred
in June through normal supply channels. The authority for these systems was found
either in the TO4E or DA General Orders. One group of systems arrived before the
aircraft, the M-5 40mm subsystems. The M-2 systems arrived-generally with-the observ-
ation helicopters they were to be mounted on. All remaining systems arrived after the
aircraft causing a small delay in the installation proceos. Experience fndicated the
need for a knowledgeable individual to e responsible for the continual follow up on
outstanding requisitions. This individual would also insure that a complete inventory
would indicate any missing items that could be-immediately requisitioned.

A PLL was established in accordance with pextinent ‘téchnical manuals based on
records of demands, letters from units in Vietnam, and the usage factor experienced;
during the training cycle. The aircraft weapons PLL was divorced from: the.unit!s
small arms PLL and sent with the aircraft to Sharpe Army Depot. Sharpe reviewed the
PLL 1listing, added additional.parts for a 100% fill,. compartmentized a conex ‘container,
categorized the parts, and’ secured them in the container for shipment. Preprinted
requisition cards were added for each part, to expedite supply ‘transactions.. These
cards were placed with each part and a master listing of all parts contained in the
conex was placed on the inside door.. This master listing made reference to the
part by a particular bin number.

During the sexrviceability criteria inspection for overseas deployment, all
weapons systems were inventoried, functiomally checked,. removed from the aircraft
(excluding components inside the aircraft) and crated with the type weapons system
and serial number of the aircraft stenciled on the crate., All systems were shipped
with the aixcraft during movement. It might be noted that the machine gms were
packed with each system as were the 40mm launchers. Rocket pods were packaged as
bulk items but accompanied the aircraft. ’

The aircraft arrived in-country (Vung Tau Harbor) on 21 Januvary 1967 and were
assembled, test flown and réleased by 23 January. A4s aircraft were assembled on the
aircraft carrier and flown to land for unit pick-up, weapons systems were installed as
soon as they landed at VUNG TAU. The systems were functionally checked prior to release.
Several of the pylons on the XM-16 system did not function and.were immediately turned
in for repair. The weapons systems were bore sighted, loaded, and test fired
upon their arrival at the base camp. All weapons systems-were operational within
one week after arrival in-country.

5. (U) Movement. The first coordination for the move began with Post Trans-
portation in the first week of August. Throughout the movement, preparation,and
execution, normal channels and procedures as established by Department of the Army
were used. In the first week of September, all necessary cubic feet and weight data
were submitted to transportation ‘facilities as requested. Some time was consumed in
establishing cube and weight on small common items of TO&E equipment which were in use
and not in original containers (Decontamination apparatus, special tools, etc.).

During the period 15 September through 23 October no movement preparation was
possible because of extended field training and the scheduled unit ATT., From 23 - 30
October POM work was accomplished with the assistance of a POM team from Fort Meade
Post. Packing was accomplished 1 through 15 November.

The aircraft were delivered for shipment beginning 13 November. The bulk ship-
ment was delivered to the post on 16 November. The dates of movement had been request-
ed from post transportation, based on the unit equipment readiness date provided
by the Department of the Army.

All shipments of equipment were accompanied by unit personnel except the bulk
shipment. Some pilferage was experienced on the bulk equipment. Once the equipment
arrived in Vietnam it was recelved aund transported to the unit location by unit
personnel without any difficulty.
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
K TOSE 17-58 (N)*

5 . i
‘, Commanding Officer, g‘
; N ' e
3 X I

3 S - —— |

E . A .

q ‘Héadquartefs Section: Acft: 1 UH-1D, Véh: 10

v (Meéss Sect, Motor Pool Sect, ‘Supply Sect)'

- —=— 1st Light Weapons Platoon: Acft: 5 UH-1C, Veh: O, Arm: M16 subsystem

: —— 2nd :Light Weapons flatoop: Acft: 5 UH-IC, Veh: O, Aim: Ml6 .dubsyséenp

bt —— 3rd.Light Weapons Platoon: Acft: \5- UH-1C, Veh: O, Arm: M16 subsystem

e L—Heaw'Weapons Platoon: Acft: &-UH-1C, Veh: 0, Arm: M-5 subsystem .

9 ‘- Aero Rifle Platooh: Acft: 4 UH-1D, Veh: 0

; :--Service Platoon: Acft: 1 UH-1D, Ven: 4

. ! .

1—— Operatipns Section: Acft: 0, Veh: 2

: N

4 :-——Conipo Section: Acft: 0, Veh: 0

¢

b i .

# |- —Airfield Svec Sect: Acft: 0, Veh: 4

Combat -elements. ———

f Support.elements -~ = ——wo

* As submitted for.approval
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Annex A, Inclosure 9
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\BASE CAMP DEVELOYMENT
1. (V) -General

The selection, planning ~and’ construction.of a basé.camp will in most instances
confront a newly -arrived unit 1n-country. The Blackhorse Regiment wags ‘no exception to
the standard procedure of having flrst organized aﬂd moved into a staging area prior
to securing a location for its permanént home. Some of the probLeps encountered by
the Blackhorse.are outlined in this inclosure with the intent.of sharing.our experiences
so that other-units might profit from our mistakes.and our successful innovations.

2. (U) Location:

a. The Blackhorse Base Camp (LONG GIAO YS 43509700) is in the Brovince of
LONG KHANH in the.Republic of Vietnam.

b. The.area of the base camp is characterized by rolling terrain with small
streams crisscrossing the area coupled with sporadic outcroppings ranging in height
from approximately 250 meters to 840 meters. Geographically the region is located in
the Intermediate Lowland Region of Vietnam.

The soil is a general purpose type well suited for agriculture. as well.as road
building and general construction. It is basically clay in composition-possessing a
good absorbant.quality, providing excellent drainage throughout the camp area.

Vegetation varies from dense rain forests to scattered areas of open forest,
grasslands and rice fields. Interspersed throughout the area are alsc.vast amounts
of rubber. The rain forest areas are comprised of continuous, rulti-level crnopy
forests with heavy undergrowth-which precludes extensive mounted. cross-country opera-
tions but does not prohibit limited operations. Scattered about the area are open
forests featuring considerable undergrowth.and tall sharp-edged thatch grass (elephant
grass) growing to heights.of seven- feet. Cultivated areas are plentiful throughout
the area featuring primarily rubber and coffee plantations. However, large quantities
of peanuts, tobacco, and rice are also grown in the region.

Major roads within the area vary from approximately thirty feet to fifty-two feet
in width and are'usually.paved water bound bituminous macadam. Portions of. the major
roads are poorly drained and surfaces in some areas are rough. Observation and fields.
of fire are limited along forested areas, and fair to good in open and cultivated areas.
Numerous trails criss-cross the region in varying widths. Surface materials are earth
and crushed rock or gravel.

3. (U) Site Selection:

a. The basis for future decisions, construction plans, and efforts will hinge
on the foresight and -professional judgement exercised by the individuals respons{ble
for selecting the tract of land that will eventually house the base camp. "o often,
snap judgements,. incomplete research, and eagerness to get the task, accomplished have
resulted in-the unnecessary expenditure of man-~hours, and funds while at the same time
detracting from the unitfs.tactical missions. To assist in minimizing this possibility
the following salient points should be considéred.

(1) The nature of the terxain to include type.of soil, drainage, and.
availability of surface water for use as a fresh water supply;-vegetation available
for shade:as opposed to-the:engineer and. ‘tréop effort required to clear the area.

(2) Acquire sufficient real estate to allow for unforeseen expansion
requirements and/or changes-in.weapons systems.

(3) 1Is the locaticn of the civilian populace such to prevent the free
return; of protective fires from.the perimeter without fear of hitting innocent. civilians.

(4) The ac9£é§ibility, condition, type and security of supply routes sup-
porting the ares-< 1 have a direct effect on the speed with which the camp is developed

and the future tra. sportation requirements necessary to logistically and administratively
support the camp.
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4, (U) Plan for Construction:

Simultaneous with the-selection of a permanent -site, should be the organiza-
® . tion of a Base Camp Development Board composed of representatives from each of the
units programed to occupy the base camp. In order for the board to function.effect-
ively and efficiently as a planning group, a FIRM TROOP' LIST must be made available
‘at the éarliést possible time along with each-unitls.real estate requirements. Unit
representatives on the board must ‘be: ‘knowledgeable of their unit's. .requirements and
be sble to‘speak for ‘the commandér. Without this the board can become inundated with
trivial matters and become completely ineffectual. "The senior headquarters occupying
the camp should provide ‘the chairman for the board. Technical advice is provided by
! the engineér unit,who should also-be a-voting member charged with the.mission of -de-
& veloping the camp. Points to be considered by the board include:

a. Priority of construction. It was decided in building the 1llth Armored
Cavalry-Regiment !Base -Camp -that the-éngineer effort would be directed towaxd the
building of roads and drainage facilities, latrines, showers, and mess halls in that
order. This work was to be followed by dispensaries, troop billets, and administrative
facilities (headquarters, orderly -and ‘supply rooms) with service .facilities coming
last.

b. Aircraft facilities. Initial plans did-not include airport facilities
to accommodace Air Force cargo or light observation dircraft utilized by ¥AC personnel
in support of the Regiment. Experience indicated a-definite. need:existed because of
administrative (R'& R;- emergency leave, inail, ‘replacements, and-returnees.to CONUS)
and logistical (repair parts, perishable-foodstuffs and.emergency medical supplies)
requirements. It also enables FAC personnel to be more responsive and flexible to
the Regiment!s needs.

T A O P~

¢. ‘Street lzyout. The rectangular.street layout is the easiest but:.not always
adaptable .to existing terrain. ‘In the.Regiment!s case, it proved to be extremely
feasible. Only one-problem-developed, and that was the width of the .roads. Standard
road- specifications call for'a traveled wzy 22 feet wides Howéver this was found
to be too nartow, éspecially when it rained. Except for the first foad (Blackhorse
Diive) constructed, all others were built to 30 feet specifications thus providing:
more road space for maneuvering in wet weather.

. d. Future expansion. Provisions should be made for.future.camp expansion
requirements by setting aside % to 1/3 of the'base camp area for .that purpose. In
conjunction with this, corisideratfon must also be given to the ‘overall troop.commit~
ment needéd- to Secure the camp perimeter.

g

R DR R

e. Security plans. A direct relationship exists between the perimeter-
defenses employed and the weapons and equipment available to defend the perimeter.
A modest barrier plan was adopted consisting of five bands of triple concertina barbed
wire covered by fire from four-man bunkers positioned approximately 100 meters apart
depending on the terrain .and available fields of fire. Each'bunker i{s equipped
with one-M60- MG and’ depending on avallability, one M79 grenade launcher.

N

T Gan s s

Night-vision devices are incorporatsd. 1ntu the cverall security olan. One
starlite scope for each of the.six towers and. is provided in.at least one bunker on
each side of the perimeter. ‘In addition, tanks equipped with Xenon Searchlights-and
infrared devices are strategically positioned along the camp's perimeter.

7

1 Each-of the'previously mentioned towers are so located to provide overlapping

4 observation ¢nd fire from-their tower mounted 50 Cal MG's slong.the entire perimeter.
They are desizned and constructed to provide maximum.observation as.weil.as serve

as a fighting position to cover the-emplaced barbed wire and mines.

The emplacement of mines has been limited to 'command detonated claymores con=~
trolled from the perimeter bunkers. AP mines have not been installed betweea the bands
i of wire becausze of the number:of man-hours required to maintain them and the nature o€
the-'equipment defending che:perimerer‘ "However, trip flares and. other-early:warning
devices have beer installed on likely avenues of approach and observation "dead spotg.n
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In event of the possible penetration of the perimeter, defensive provisions have been
made for a reaction force (tracked vehicles) capable of responding to any area within
the camp. Gunships are employed efther as a supplement to the ground reaction force
or as a separate force.

Gunships are also utilized to make surveillance sweeps of the base camp area at
the first light and just prior to darkness.

5. (U) Special Features:

The base camp was designed, laid out and constructed to take maximum advantage
of ‘the combat potential of the units in the base camp. With this concept in
mind several unique innovations were incorporated into the overall camp plan.

First, the combat units (squadrons, engineer battalion and armored engineer
company) were located along the perimeter with the three organic howitzer batteries
so positioned to provide cross reinforcing fires as well as covering their assigned
sector of the perimeter. To supplement their fires (howitzer batteries) a central
mortar position has been designated and prepared with dug-in positions to accommodate
up to nine 4.2" mortars. Normally the squadron responsible for the security of the
camp organizes its mortars in batteries in this central mortar position under squadron
control. Should the squadrons have to leave the base camp, the mortars could remain
behind 'and be placed under the operational control of the unit assuming the mission
of base-camp security. ’

A second feature was the location of the motor parks on the outer perimeter. This
assisted in keeping tracked vehicles out of the cantonment area and helped provide
initial protection for the interior of the camp. It also facilitates the movement
of reaction forces along the perimeter in case of attack.

6. (U) Problem Areas:

a. The biggest and most unpredictable problem 'continues to be the lack of
a firm troop list. Higher headquarters has been appraised of this deficiency on
several occasions by both this headquarters and the 27th Engineer Battalion (C). The
arrival of unprogramed units.continues to plague the camp., Should: the influx continue
the perimeter of the camp will have to be.extended resulting in an-additional expenditure
of funds and man-hours.

b. The initial areas selected as possible base camp sites-prior to the
Regiment is arrival in-country were entirely unsatisfactory for an armored unit.
This delayed construction plans by as much as five weeks.

c. The amount of transportation and effort required to support the building
of a base camp.-has placed a tremendous burden on organic resources. This has been
primarily caused by the lack of in-country transportation and the relatively low
priority assigned to the movement of building materials.
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(tns3) trenade, G3 5 . 0 0 -
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. . Gremads, €3, . 5 - ‘0 0 3
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Flnre, Band Held 2l 0 o 1
Claymora %0 0 G
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4 ‘I REORGANIZATION OF ‘AVIATION ELEMENTS

é;_ " 1. (U) General. The -llth Armored Cavalry Regiment trained and dzployed to Vietnam
e under modified- TC&E 17-51E. The:MIOS&E provided for two OH-23G's, tud UH-1C and six

UH-1D helicopcers 1n the Regimental Av;ation Platoon and two OH-23G's and two UH-1C!s,
in each Squadron Aviation Section of wnich there are three. Tne Afr Cavalry Troop
is organized unde TOGE .17-58E, and cgndugted its traininp accordingly. Since it de-

g; ployed some thre2 months after the Regiment, it has nevér been employed in .its origin-
al configuration however, experience gained by the Regiment prior to the Air Cavalry
§ Troop!s arrival indicated a re-allocation of Aviation resources was necessary.
2. (V) Requirements for Change. The modified TOSE possessed many €ine points
? which were retained in the reorganization. However, the need for greater alrcraft

flexibility, for command and control at squadron level, aerial fire support and
more versatility in the Air Cavalry Troop necessitated a change.

The two OH-23G!'s originally in the squadrons were not enough to meet squadron
command and control needs. The Regiment!'s maneuver elements are highly robile and
have their own fire support, but due to terrain, (heavy undergrowth and the lack of
distinguishing landmarks) requires the commander to be airborne during operations to
maneuver and control his squadron. The OH-23G!'s have frequently, been used as much
as 10 hours a day for command and control. The squadrons could not support such a
heavy demand with only two OH-23G's because of the time required to receive repair
parts. The average availability under such heavy usage was approximately 50%.

The two UH~1C gunships within each squadron assisted them, but were not best suited
for their most critical need, that of command and contxol support. Because of thoir
weight limitations when loaded with ammunition, they were not practical for command and
control, nor could the Regiment gain maximum benefit from their inherent capabilities
as a gunship because of the decentralized organization. It was also desired to give
the Air Cavalry Troop the flexibility and capability to operate interchangeably as a
fire support, recomnaissance and security, or ready reaction force type organization.

3. (U) Organization. Changes in organization resulting from the realignment of
aircraft placed the nine OH-23G's from the Aero-Scout Platoon of the Air Cavalry Troop
in the Regimental and Squadron command and concrol sections. While all UH-1C gunships
were consolidated in the Air Cavalry Troop thus better aligning it to the Regiment!s
needs. See inclosed provisiornal erganization chart.

4. (U) Capabilities. The organization outlined in paragraph 3, provides the
Regiment with the following Aviation capabilities:

B S A e R

a. The Regimental Aviation Platoon provides five "i-23G!s for command and
control support within the Regimental Headquarters, one UH-1D equivped with a command
and control console for the Regimental Commandexr, and five UH-1D's for gemeral support
of the Regiment.

b, The command and control section of each squadron provides the squadron
with four OH-23G's.

R RIS § e L L

c. The Air Cavalry Troop provides the Regiment with:

(1) Three Scout/Gunship Platoons, each capable of providing gunship
support for a committed squadron, performing reconnaissance operations, providing fire
support for rapid reaction forces, or providing fire support for the Aero-Rifle
Platoon on independent operstions. The immediate firepower in each platoon consists
of 30,000 rounds of 7.62mm machinegun ammunition and 70 2.75" rockets.

R i e Rt T TRy

(2) A Heavy Weapons/Aerial Artillery Platoon for employment against
known targets. The immediate firepower organic to the platoon includes 600 40mm
grenades and 152 2.75" rockets.

(3) An Aero-Rifle Platoon capable of performing intelligence gathering op-
erations, small scale security operations and small scale reaction force operations.
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5+ ,(U) TOSE Changes, Changes concerning aircraft will be minor in nature.
A request il accampany the modified TXE deleting ‘ane of the-three OH-23G1s trans.
ferred to the Regimental Iksadquarters, with-a simltaneocus request that-an additional
UH-1D to'be added to the Air Cavalry Trocp Service Platoon. Under the present

provisional -organdzation, the-service piatoon is required to draw upon other aircraft
within the trcop' to-accomplish its mission.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-H (11 Apr 67) lst Ind , )
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period
‘Ending 31 Januatry 1967

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO -San Francisco 96266 26 Apr 67

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dept of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. The Operational Report-Lessons Learned submitted by Head-
quarters, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment for the quarter ending 31
January 1967 is considered adequate and is forwarded herewith.

2. This headquarters has reviewed subject .report and concuts
with the comments and recommendations contained therein.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/sl 4

1 Incl JAMES A. ULVENES
Capt, AGC .
Asst. AG

CONFIDENTIAL

REGRADED UMICLASSITIED WHEN SEPSRATED
[T CLISSIIED MICLOSURES
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