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The classified or limited status of . this rapo11 applies 

to eacll pace, unless otllerwise marked. 

Separate pa11 printouts MUST ~ mark,_ accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING DIE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WlnlIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. TijE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: ·When governaent or other drawings, specif.tcation1 or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi­
nitely related government procurement ·operation, the U. S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government n(Jy have formulated, furnish~d, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings ~ spe5r ifications, or other aata is not 
to be regarded by implication or ot~erwise as in any manner licen,ing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use -or stll any pat,nted invention that 
may in any w~y be related thereto. · 
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CON'FI l)._E:~_T!AL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENEIIAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 

.. 

SUBJBC'l': 

19 May 1967 

Opera~lOD8! Report - IAIIODB Learned, HQ, 2d Battalion, 
34th Armor tor Period Brl4111g 31 January 1967 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Forwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 
Headquarters, 2D Battalion, 34th Annor for period ending 31 January 1967. 
Infonnation contained in this report should be reviewed and evaluated by 
CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by CONARC in accordance 
with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19., Evaluations and cnrrective actions 
should be reported to ACSFOR OT wfrhin 90 days of receipt of covering 
letter. 

2. Infonnation contained in this report is provided to the Commandants 
of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the future from 
lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted for use in 
developing training material. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
HEADQJARTlmS 

2D BATTALION, 34TH ARMOR 
APO San Francisco 96266 

17 April 1967 

SUBJ]X:T: Operational Report for C'.)larterly Period Ending 31 Jarru.ary 1967 
(RCS CSFOR-65) . 

THRlJ : Comanding General 
II Field Force, Vietnam 
APO San Francisco 96266 

TO: Assistant Chief of start for Force Developnent 
Dep.rtment of the Army 
Washington, D. c. 20311 

The inclosed Op. ional.~~rt is forwarded in complian:, e with 
1Ji. 1-19 and US.ARV Qi w SC/ • 
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3. Combat Operations 

4. Logistics 
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5. Psychological Operations am Civic Actia1s 
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1. Observations (lessons leamed) 

2. Recomendation 

III lJmEXES 
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SIGrgFICJ.tfi' UHIT ACTimlES 

1. Personnel: 

a. Unit Strengths : 

/JJ'lH i.SO PFD 
112 ~ - wo OFF OFF WO EM OFF ~ - - - - - -

HHC 19 J 'Zl? 14 3 288 13 3 237 

Co A 5 f1/ s 88 s 86 

Co B s f1/ s 84 5 84 

Co C 5 f1/ ; 77 s ?S 

TOl'AL 34 3 538 29 3 537 28 3 492 

b. Ge.ins., IDsses., and Balances: 

~INS :oos.sES Br~JlCE 
OFF WO 2 OFF WO EM OFF WO mi - - - - - - -

HHC 1 29 6 8 -s 0 +21 

Co A 1 1 1 0 0 - 1 

Co B s 1 9 -1 0 -4 

Co C 1 2 1 10 0 0 - 8 

TC71'/iL 3 0 36 9 0 28 -6 0 +8 

c. Battle and Non-Battle Casualties: 

( 1) Battle Casualties: 78 

(2) Battle Casu.a.ltios Evnauated: 10 

(3) ?bn-Battle Casualtioa: s 
(4) Non-Battle Casual ties m.c: 4 

d. JILU: Hn.11 18"1ce during t,he period was excellent. 

e. Duz1n& the ~riod tho batta.]4.on received the tol.lowirg B&R 
allocatiou: 

-0-
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Hong Kong 15 

Tolqo 18 

Taipei 2 

Manila - 2 

Pennng 2 

Hawaii 18 

!Bngla:>k . s 
t. ProD:>tions: During the period tho following promotion allocations 

were received by tho battalion: 

F-7 - 0 

E-6 - 4 

F-5 - 20 

E-4 -178 

g. Awards and Decorations: Jl.iring the poriod tho Ent talion sub­
mitted the following rocommendatiais tor awards: 

SUBH[TTED 

( 1 ) Bronze Star with V 7 

(2) &-onze Star 24 

(3) Arrq Conmandntion Medal 20 

APHlOVED 

2 

21 

19 

h. Ml.scellanooua: Religious services were com.icted weekl.7 at the 
base camp by t.he Chaplain of the 5th Bn 2d lirt7. Chaplnin support in tield ', 
locations was spott7. 

2. Intelligence: 

a. Cont.net with en~ troops during this period was light. There 
were no engagement,a with mjor forces. Contact with mines o.nd booby tra.pa 
was considered heav.y 

b. Eno!Q' loaaca: See Annmc C. 

c • Frien~ losses: 
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( 1) 

(2) 

Personnel: 

(n) KHA - 7 

(b) 00,l - 1 

(c) \iii! - 70 

Equipnent: 

(a) Arm:>rod Personnel Carrie:r·s M11.3 - 4 

(b) Tanlc Combat M48A3 - 6 

3. Combat Operations: 

a. General. During t,he period covered 'bJ' this roport the 2d Bn 
34th Armor has participated in canb&t operations inclndiJlg Operations 
Shenandoah, Attleboro II, Battle Crook, Lancaster, Codar Falls, and Ala Moana. 
Except tor a tew dayB duration, two ot the Battalion I s line companies have 
been detached - Company 11B11 , at PIIJ LOI, under tho operational control or the 
1st Infantry Division, and Company "A", at CU CHI, under operational. control 
of t,he 25th Infantry Division. Each of these companies have their bue camp 
oatablishod in the respective Division areas and operate under tho control of 
this !Bttalion at infrequent periods. When coDlllitted, tho Battalion (-) 
normally had either Cavalry, Infantry, or Mechanizod Infantry attached to form 
a Task Force. 

b. Operations Shenandoah, Attleboro II, and Battle Creek: 

'') Oparation Shenandoah was in progress at tho beginning ot the ro-
, , '· p:,rtir.g poriod. 'lhe 2d :en 34th .Armor was under operational control or the 3d 

Brigade 1st Infantry Division. Even though each ot the operations m.med above 
were difterent, the lbttalion rClllO.ined under tho control ot tho ,3d Brigade 1st 
Intan1;J7 Division with bllsical~ tho some missions throughout. · These missions 
included search and dostroy, convoy escort and security, rapid reaction torco, 
dotena<t ot tho 3d Bri&ado 1st Inf'antey Division be.so camp located at W I<HE, 
am roconMissance in .force. During those operntiona tho Blttolion was to.sk 
organized as follows : · 

(1) HHC 2/.34 Armor ( 1-30 Nov 66) 

(2) Co B (-) 2/34 lll'IIIOr (8-21 Nov 66) 

(.3) Co C (-) 2/.34 Armor (1-30 Nov 66) 

(4) B Trp 1/4 Cav 1st Int Div (1 Nov 66) 

CS) C Trp 1/4 Cav 1 at Int Div (3-13 Hov 66} 

(6) 36th Ranger Bn (ARVH) (5-9 HoY 66) 

(7) 2 Co•a 2d at 8th_llegt (ARVH) (12•19 li>v 66) 

lncl 1 ?1\C~N~IDE~T~~~ ' 'I -
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Even though only light contact wo.s made during theee operations, on occasion, 
the 8.lttalion encwntored savorru. coJlm1nd dotonnted mino1. Tl«> ot these minoa 
destroyed ono 1.R: M113, and one To.nk M48J13, boyond repair. Jidditionally, one 
to.nk was destroyed as a result ot nn RFG-2 rocket. /'IJJ o. whole, the Battalion 
gained GJCtonsivo axperionco in jungle oporationa, oonvo7 escort and eecurit7 
missions, and vehicle rocover;y. 

c. Opero.tion Lnnco.ster: From 9 through 22 Doccnbcr 1966, the 2d Bn 
34th · lu-mor p.rticipo.ted in Operation Lancaster under the opero.tional control 
of the 196th Light Infantry lrigndo in the TAY NINH aroo. Missions assigned 
were reconne.issnnco in force, seorch o.nd destroy, convo7 oacort Md securit7, 
and ro.pid renction force. Task orgo.nizo.tion was o.s tollowe: 

(1) HHC 2/34 t.rmor (9-22 Doc 66) 

(2) Co A 2/34 l~r (9-22 Dec 66) 

(3) Co C 2/34 Armor (9-22 Dec 66) 

(4) Co lL J/21 Inf (9-15 Dec 66) 

(5) Co C 4/31 Inf ( 16-22 Doc 66) 

(6) B Btry 3/82 Arty (9-22 Dec 66) 

'!ho missions por!'ormed and experience gldned during this operation was, very 
similnr to thnt of the provious m::>nth. Howovor, the wnter table in this area 
~a higher. Consequently,. ot tbo timo spent on soo.rch a.nd dostro7 missioru,, 
a~tcly 35--40 percent was devoted to recovering stuck or mired vehicloa. 
Ho vahicloa were combat loesos evon though nntito.nk mines contimed to be a 
problan. Tho &.ttalion wo.s relenaod from tho 196th Light Infantry Brigade 
control nnd returned to bo.se cmnp on 22 Decombal- 1966. 

d. Oporatio!lfJ C edor Falls and Ju.a :f.bo.no: 

(1) Iw•ing Operation Cedar Fnlls, (7-26 Jamnr;y 1967) the 2d lb 
34th Arrrr,r (-) was pl.aced undor the operational control of the 2d Brigade 2Sth 
Infantry Division and amplo;yod genoro.J.l.1' in tho a.ron ot the FnHOL PUNTJ~TION. 
The primar7 mission assigned was to provide a blocking force on tho aouth bank 
or the SI.IGON RIVER in that same vicinit7. /idditionalq, eocondnr;y miesions 
ot condllcting soarch, destroy, and clom-ing .opernt:l.ona within tho PIIHOL PIJ~N­
T!.TION wore assigned. Tho Ba.ttll.1.1on opora.tecl with the following toak organi­
sa.tion: 

(a) HHC 2/34 Au,nor 

(b) Co C 2/34 Armor 

{ c) Co B 2/34 Armr 

., -
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(7-26 Ja.n 67) 

(7-20 Jo.n 67) 
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(d) Co B 2/Z, Int (8-26 Jan 67) 

(e) Co B 1/27 Inf' (26 Jan 67) 

(t) 1 Plt Co C 1/27 Int (21 Jan 67) 

NarE 1: Co A 2/34 iu-r:J.Jr r~ined undar OFCON of tho ~Sth Intnntr, Division. 

N0rE 2: Co B 2/34 Armr reverted OFCON 1st Infontry DivitJion on 21 Jan 67. 

(2) From the Batto.lion's point of view the m:>st signitictlllt 
part ot the operation was tho first complete clearing of the FIIHOL PlJ.NT/~TION 
which was o.ccomplishod by this unit. The Battalion utilized no specio.l equiP­
ment. or techniques uni.quo to C edo.r Fol.ls • · Maxi!llllll use was made, howover, of 
mine detectors and blades m:>unted on the front slopes of the H481i3 tanks tor •• 
clearing operations.. The plAntation was literally crushed a.nd, in some large 
o.roo.s, the vegetation was ~,iled in long rows similar to tire breaks. Tunnels, 
bunkers, nnd spider bolos ware completely destroyod and tillod in. 

(3) Enemy losses are contained iu Annex c. Friemly losses were 
ligbt, however, oxtohsive damo.go wns incurred in tho . umk nnd personnel carrier 
susl)ension syst<l?ls. In total, tho Battalion's vehicles dotonnted sixty-eight 
(68) antito.nk J:d.nose This requir~ torty-six (46) road llheel arm nesembliea 
to be repl.o.ced. Two M113 Personnel Carriers nnd three M48/'3 tonks wero do.mo.god 
beyond rep.Ur due to antitl;mk minos. Operation Cedar Pnl.ls ended on 26 Januar, 
1967. 'lhroughout. tho remaining fiyo (5) days of the month th~ 8:1.tto.lion con­
tinued operations under the control of the 2d Brigade 25th Into.ntry Division 
on Operat.ion /110. Moo.r..n . :i.n general~ the missions assigned (except, the blocking 
mission on the SJJGON RI\'l!.!?.) were the same. . 

e. Days Engaged in OperD.tions: Of the ninety-two (92) dlly poriod 
covered by this report, tho Battalion Hendquarters wns enga.ged in combtlt 
operntions o. total of sixty-one (61) days. Tho to.nk companies were engaged as 
follows: 

( 1) HHC 61 dnys 

(2) Co 1~ 64 dnys 

(3) Co B 86 do.ye 

(4) Co C 61 do.ya 

4. IDgistics (S4): 

o. • . Supply: 

(1) Class I: Throe (3) clqs 11B11 rations nrd five (S) do.ya "0" 
ro.tiom on ha.nd. It is notocl that during this period the bQttalion usod 
180,000 gallons of pottiblo water. 

-7-
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ClAee II and IV (loaa repc.ir prt1) Critical ~~ . 

(o.) Tnnk Combat 1148/J 4 

(b) Tnick, S-ton 2 

(c) Tra.1181", 1i-ton 1 

(d) Truck, ¼-t-, M151 (Co 4) 2 

(e) 'l'ube; !t>~.:.nr, 4.2" 1 

Class III o.rt.l V ExpQl'ldituroat 

(o.) ClAss Jn: Dieaol 41,SOO 111 

ll>G/.S 19, 100 pl 

(b) tlAss V: 

CTG 90:11 Co.Mi.star 

CTG '.()MM HEAT 

r.TG 90MM HET 

G'1.'<; 90MM HEP 

tj'T!.i- 90MH WP 

CTG 5.56mii Bllll 

,·,~r 7 6- n..,, •. , ... ..z • ,c;a.uau ~ 

GTG 7.62 !bll Trncor 

C'l'G 7 .62rzi 4E1 

CTG Cal. .45 aiJ.l. 

CTG Cal .50 4E1 

CTQ 40MM _HE F /lfl9 

Qrenndo, Ham Prag 
. 8. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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454 rds 

100 rds 

46 rds 

6 rda 

61 rda 

6«>o rds 

101 40) rda 

11~ rda 

246,400 rda 

18,600 rds 

124, 100 f(la 

720 rdt 

126 r4a 

1'6rda 

412 rde 

i.41 

fl 
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Grona.de, Hnnd Incen 6 

Grcnndo) Ha.nd CS Riot 34 

GronMCD, Hc.nd Smoke HC 24 

Orono.do., Hnnd Smoke Violet 88 

Grenade, Hard Smoke Green 212 

Rocket M'/2 (L'~WS) 26 

Mine M18A 1 ( Clnymoro) 96 

Surtnco Trip FlAros 

White St.Ar Parachute 

Puzo N412 

TNT 150 1-lb mocks 

m.Asting Co.ps Non I::1.ec 

masting Ca.pa El.cc 

Deto~ting Cord 

Puzo Bl.D.sting Time 

Ignitor Tino Puze 

(4) Supply Tro.nsnctiona: 

(o.) Requisitions subnittod: 

!• Non Expondnblo 92 

~. Expendable 4h4 

l• Rc:inir pa.rts 2316 

220 

23 

264 

750 lbs 

600 

740 

1500 ft 

2100 ft 

240ft 

(b) Follow-up Sto.tus: Socond Md, 1n eomo cases, third · 
fol.low-up was taken on supply roquosts. 

. {c) IIFORCEV ha.s ' boon roquostod to givo nssisttmeo to do-
tormino tho status of POM requests. 

(d) Forty-nine (49) itoas turned 1n o.s non-ropa.irablo. 

( o) Ji.bstra.cts of I issue or turn-in: 52 notions 

7 
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(f) Reports of Survey initinted: 18 

(g) Cotibnt Loss :l.tons: 14 

(h) Stntcmont of Cho.rgos processed: 7 

b. Maintonnnco: Schodulod ni.intcn...ince includcid forty-ono (41) 
track vohiclos q.unrtarly service; twenty-eight (28) wheel vehicles somi-annunl 
service; oight (8) wheel vehicles nnnunJ. service. 

( 1) Repair }X'.rts supply: Poor to adoquo.te 

(2) ML\jor o.sscmblies or vohiclos received: 

(a) Tank Combat M481J - 1 (Co B - roccivod from 1st 
Intnntry Division noo.t) 

(b) Tnnk Corabo.t M48A3 - 1 (Co A - rocoivod from 25th 
Into.ntry Division floo.t) 

(c) Personnel Carrier M113 - 4 (1 (Co B) received f'rom 
1st Intantry Division; .3 (HHC) received from 1st Logistico.l Col'!lllAild). 

Incl I 

(d) Truck., t::inker., 1200 gal - 4 

( c) Transmission CD 850-6/i. - 3 

(r) Engino ~wos 1790 2 

(g) Engine AVSI 1790 - 2 

(h) Tr .. i.nsmission CMI.T 14102A - 1 

(i) VTR Fino.l Drivo :~sanbly - 1 

(j) Engine., M113 - 1 

(k) Road whool nrm assanblios comploto (M48A3) - 4h 

(1) Rot!.d whcol nrm nssambllos canpl.ote (M113) - 7 

(3) Major assa:iblios used during reporting poriod: &\me ns 
(2)., nbovo. 

(4) &jor itoms on
1 

requisition: 

{o.) Oil cooler tro.mmission for M48/.2 {AVLB) 

{b) Idler nm D.ssanbl.y for M48A3 

(c) Tank track, sprockets, and hubs {M48/J) 

(d) Tank, COJ:lbnt, M48/J (4) 
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c. &.se COJ?Ip Construction: ; Actual work on the lbttlllion Blso Comp 

co11111enced in the early pirt of NovombGr whilo the unit wns ongagod in combat 
operations. As of the closing dD.tc of this roport approximately 4(1/, of the 
bnao camp structures wore completed. Listed below arc compl.oted structures: 

( 1) Headquarters lhilding 

(2) B:!.ttillon Aid Statim 

(.3) Consolidnted Mess Ho.ll 

(4) Porsonnol &ilding 

(5) (4) shower o.nd latrine Id.ts 

(6) (8) Ado.ms huts (EM quarters) 

(7) Parimetor bunkers o.nd fence 

S. Psychol.ogicoJ. Oporntiont am Civic Action: 

n. Psychological Ope.ro.tions: The extent of psychological opero.tions 
at this lovel wns loo.fiat distribltion. Approx:iL1D.tely .3S.,OOO leaflets were 
dropped during Operation Codor Falls. The delivery means was both by o.ir 
((l{-2.3) nnd US troops on tho ground. Tho themes woro Chieu Hoi and surrender 
appollls. Actuol. results are unknown. Samples of the leo.flets are ntta.chod 
as Annex B. 

b. Civic l~ction: During this reporting period tho B:Lttalion Medical 
Platoon conducted five (5) MEDCAP progrllmB in the homl.ets of HJI CHU ond , 
'DUJII HOJ.. In toto.l{ 111.3 pntients wore trootod. Ju.so., during the Christ.mo.~ 
sea.son (24-26 Doc 66) tho Blttnlion sponsoroo n church camp-out for the · 
children in the v:l.l.lngo or BJI CHU. Food., wo.tor, entertainment., and small ' '. 
gifts wore provided pJus gi v:i.ng them tho opportunity to ride on combat vehicl~,. 
The progrom was highly m1.ccessful. '. \ 
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SECTION II . --
Pi.In' 1 - OBSERV.t~rom 

1. Pcrsonnol: Nono 

2. Intelligence: 

a. Iten: VC Mining Activities 

Discussion: During Oporo.tion Cedar Fnlls tho Blttnl.ion en­
countered sixt:.y-oight (68) on~ nntitnnk mines. These mines cnusod extensive 
do.mD.go to the suspension systems of ooth to.nks nnd personnel carriers. /.p­
prox:LmD.tel.y 50% of those mines were on roods and trnils and were not detectod 
with nine sweepers. The other 50% were in dense jungle aroos which mo.do the 
use of mine detectors impro.ctico.L 

Observation: Tho VC o.ro cnpa.ble of interdicting any route, re­
gardless of size, by the use of mines. They a.re al.so capable of mining jungle 
arena which thoy desire to protect. ~ 

b. Iteo: Detector Sot, POLi\N, Individual., P153 l 
Discussion: The mine detector. presently issued to this unit is 

of little or no help in detecting locally fo.brico.tod mines, that is, it cannot 
be relied upon. On several occasions ronds and trnils hnve boon carefully 
swept (with detectors) and yet combat vehicles detono.ted nntitnnk mines o.s 
they po.ssod through tho arco. inmloclintcl.y thereafter. 

ObseMr-J.tion: ,~ forces place explosives in largo blocks of raw 
rubber, j_n wooden boxes, 5.n lo.rgo p::,ttery type jugs and won fill lo.rge 
pl.Astic bn.g8 .-."ith block.9 or' T11I'. l~dtlition'lll.y., mines pl.a.cod nt n depth greater 
thlU'l 18 i .nch : s couJ/i. mt be detected. Nono of these typo mines cnn bo de­
toctod with t.J.1 e Dotect()l' Sot, POL"LN, Individual, P153. 

,3. Operations: 

o.. Item: Armor-Infantry tactics: 

Discussion: lAlring Operation Cedar Falls and in the vicinity 
of the FllHOL RUBBE2 PLANTATION, on s<JVOrol occo.sions it wns noted tho.t the 
VC would aJ.l.ow to.nks to pass their positions Md thon open up with o.utocc.tic 
woop::,ns fire., comtlnCl detonated booby traps and cl.o.ymore mines on the dis­
mountod Infantry. During those po.rticul.tlr incidonts the tanks ware looding 
beca.use tho jungle wo.s infested with booby tro.ps om cQIIJ)Uflnged pmji pits. 
'!be tonks wore highly successful in oleo.ring the lx>oby-trn:R)od o.rens o.nd pro­
vonting casual.tics to dismunted troops. However, tho Infantry wo.s suffering 
ca.suolties from the nonka o.nd rcnr o.s n result of the VC all.owing tho tmlks 
to po.as through o.m th en firing upon tho Infnntry. 

Observation: This tactic of the VO wo.s overcoce by having tnnks 
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am/or o.rmrod persormel co.rricrs "box-in" the Inrnntry. Two types of for­
mo.tions htlvc been successful for this purposo, ( 1 ) n squo.re or rectnngu]Ar 
pattern, Mi (2) o. trio.ngu].o.r pnttcrn. . 

b. Item: Opero.tions plnnning (routes tor /.rmor clcn0;.1ts) 

Discussion: l1hile on Oporntion ii.lo. Moa.na, o. ta.nk conpo.ny of 
this battalion wo.s po.rt of an Info.ntry-hoo:vy tQ.sk force for o two-do.y operation. 
Thero wns only one route into o.rxl out of the oparo.tior.Al o.roo. Tho terrain 
~ong both sides of the route for o.bout 3000 meters was i.mp.'issabl.o due to wet 
ground. The tnnk company cloo.rod the ro'l.l.to of mines as they went in, however, 
the route wo.s not secured. tlhcn the tank corn.po.ny o.ttCJllJ)ted to use the route 
two da.ys la.ter they found the route and all. possible by-~asos hoovily rained. 
:.. f ow of the mines were dctectecl by mine sweepers o.nd removed. Hoirevor, tho 
VC employed normo.l CHICOM netallic mines nnd n typo of mine thnt wns incloscd 
in a. huge enrthon-clny jug which could not be dot.ectod with the r.iino detector. 
Results were oight vehicles diall.bled. 

Obscrvo.tion: Opera.tions pla.nnine persomel rust give detailed 
considora.tion to routes into, within., and out of o.retls of operations. If it 
becomes necesso.ry to return over n previously used route, it is imperative 
that the route be secured until extraction of tho lirr.1or unit is completed. 
The ona-.zy- will interdict the route with non-detectable rrl.nos if the route is 
not secured through.cut the duro.tion of the oporntion. 

C11 Itcr~: i-':i~,.•·J Coordimtion Line (FCL) 

1:.iscuscion ~ During Operation Cedo.r Fo.lls an FCL \'ro.s esto.blished 
between t.he 25t.h Info.nbj, Division and the 1st Infontry Division. In this 
po.rticulo.r D.I'('D of tho ~1.•.,~tm~, tho FCL wo.s the s~UGON RIVrn. This unit 1s 
prinary ni~fd.C'll, ,,ro,r. t.o oo"':.a.blish blockine positions nlong the river and de­
stroy anr 'l'f' f:1.1.i.i-,hc.c! "nt of -l:" he Iron TriAnelo b:,. other US troops. On rao.ny 
occo.siom':., t..:.rgct.r. wo:.:- c spotted o.cross tho rivor(FCL) and pornission to fire 
wo.s denicri up.:n ·0hot'.i) '. :i:ij was known that no friendly forces wore in tho :im­
pact o.re.'.:l.. 

Obsorw.tion: M:>re cneoy kills could ho.vo been r~lizod if the 
FCL ho.d boon i'lax:i.blo enough so o.s to allow for difi'aront typos of weapons 
systems. Parsormol who Jl¥l.ko i'ino.l decisions in tho /rlillory Fire Control 
Contor should mruce o.llowoncos for ci.ll types and co.1.iber woo.pons. l.dditio~, 
they should be co.do ll.wo.ro of tho use of diroct fire weapons a.go.inst to.rgots 
o.t ro.ngos of up to 3000 LlCtors o.nd tho impact nroo. nooded to insure troop 
Bll.fety. In this ratJ>ect, coo11 d:inlltion between adjo.cent units (FCC) rust., of 
necessity, bo thorough nnd t:ir.1ely. 

4. Logistics: 

n" Itet,.: l.orial. Resupply 
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Discussion: Duri~ cor.1bo.t oporntions, resu~ by nir wns o;ten 
required. SOllO of these l.onds were accooplishod with the ui,o of tho CH-47 
holicoptar. In ovoey caso, tho helicopter pilots oxpected this unit to have 
slings o.wilablo for tho axterno.lly carried loads. 

· Obscrvntion: It bo.ttal.ion-eizc units nro to bo mcpocted to 
1\lrnish sling equiJJJont.,for air · movanont of hoovy- oquipnent p,.rts, such na 
tnnk trc.ck, POL, arxl OJ:DUnition, sotie nuthority for requisition must bo JlD.de 
nwilo.ble. 

b. Iteo: Shortage of 5-ton Trucks 

Discussion: This unit was short two (2) o.uthorized S-ton careo 
trucks when it departed COWS in August 1966. Those trucks were to be 
shipped to the unit or issued from availnblc stocks in~ountry. ~onsistont 
follow-up action on this situation has, to c:kl.to, produced negative results. 

~ins rocont combo.t operations tho criticnl need ot thts equip­
ment wns fully realized. Tho cocpa.ny t80DS were dispersod 5 to 10 k:Uometers 
from the logistical base of operations. To ~ke J:atters even more criticnl, 
the bo.ttalion h.l.d to mko daily supply runs to rux1 fran its bclse Ctlttp np­
prox:irlD.tely 56 kilometers distnnt. On several occa.sions nvo.il.A1'l.e ropo.ir 
pnrts wore tlot .f'orwn.rdod i'ran tho base cocp for one ond tl«)-dny periods duo 
to th\.l shortngo of trucks. 

Observn.tion: These trucks or s1o1Jo.r substitutes should be 
issued to the unit o.s soon ns possiblu. 

c,. Itcn: COOT/.R concept - suito.bUity ot a.roo. type support in o. 
mn-linool, I!lllti-diroctionnl.1 wiconventiozuu wnrfn.re. 

Discussion: Froo this Bo.tUllion1s point of viaK, the COST/ill 
concept ie not being itlpls:ionted a.s current doctrine dictates. It is tolt 
tho.t the situntion ho.s boon co.usod by thQ typo warr::i.ro being conducted in 
RVN nt the present tine. Front lines just do mt axist nnd nny typo unit 
is subject to o.tto.ck at o.r,y tine. la.a a rosult, support elements (Brigndo 
nnd high or) tond to ra:itJ.in in somi-porr:w.nent ba.so ct\tlpa often 40 to · SO IOI 
troti tho Ehttalion nrerl of oporations. With tho use at holicoptors, critica.l 
supplios such as wntor, rations, POL and ni:inmition C4n bo expected to o.rrivo 
in tho tccticol a.roe. However, direct support mo.intemnce tor o.rLlOl:lent, 
coJ:Elllli.cntiona, and tre.ck whicles loo.ves mch to bo desired. 

In most instoncos, forward su.pport J!aintanl11Ce unite (00 o.nd GS) 
aoldom go outside their somi-pomnnent brlao cemps. 'l'his feet 4l.one mo.lees it 
extremeq difticul.t for combat units to got to the IB or GS unit'• loct\tion 
tor support. '!he mD,jority of commt operations 1n vhich this br:Lttnlion hne 
Ftici~tod hnvo token p).Ace 1n nr•s vhare thare are fa, rot\da and trtdle 
(jungle). On tho other hand, when 1nm l1nel of c01111Ud.CL\t1on do m.et, 
8\lpport elements cmmot cove a.bout the combat c.roo. freely without additiono.l 
security from an outside combBt unit due to the po1aibilit1' of being aml:ulhed. 

To ll!1ko mo.ttare even lft>rao, tho aupport WJ1t1 are roluctzmt to attach 
I t./- -· 
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contact tea·..is to the combat units. 

Observation: The situation could be improved by attaching a 
contact ~.eam to stay with the battalion semi-permanently. This team should 
be composed of representatives of all necessary technical services to insure 
m sern.ce at the field location. Since this unit has no organic or attached 
helicopters, it would be :imperative that the contact te/3J!l have available at 
all tir.ies sufficient .ierial transportation to bring in repair parts when 
needed. 

Psychological Operations and Civic Action: None 

1. Personnel: None 

2. Intelligence: tbne 

.3. Operations: Nono 

P.ART II 

RLC01".MBNDATIONS 

4. Logisitcs: Rocor.unend tho.t a DS }fD.intcnnnce contact toom. be 
assigned to rennin with tnnk batto.lions while on combo.t operations in RVN. 

The toa.m should be orgllllizcd ns follows: 

1 Team Chief (~lo.rrant Officer or Senior ~O) 

2 Senior Trnck Vehicle Me.chc.nics 

1 Senior Radio Ropa.irnnn 

1 Senior Turret Mechanic 

It is felt thnt this teom will of.f-set the ndverse effects of the area typo 
support in this type wo.rfnrc. 

5. Psychologicc.l Operations and Civic Action: Nono 
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Bn Canmander 

Bn XO 

Bn S3 

Bn S1 

Bn S2 

Bn S4 

CO HHC 

CO Co A 

CO Co B 

CO Co C 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ROSTER OF KEY PFRSONNEL (as of 31 Jan 67) 

HAME/BRJJJCH/SERVICE NUNBER 

RltYMOND L ST.i:i.ILEY 
Azmor 0538298 

GEORGE D STEVENSON 
Amor 02267476 

RhYMOND L JONES 
A:nnor 01930944 

WIU.LJ.i M HIX 
Annor 05L~13496 

WILLIAM G STRUNCK 
Annor 05017~95 

G.tillY L FL\CK 
i.nnor 093693 

JEFFRY D COWTON 
~rm9r 05707395 

f!(,~JARD D HIIJ.. 
Annor OF102347 

CLI-.VH• J, GLARK 
Armor 090721 

Et.UY D K:OOi:R.LING 
.ArrJ.:L•!.· 02302/+72 

-/ {, , 

AUTHIJLCT 

LTC/LTC 

MAJ/MAJ 

CPT/CPT 

CPI'/CPT 

CPT/CPT 

CPT/CPT 

CPT/CPT 

CPT/CPT 

CPT/CPT 

ANNEX A to Ltr., Hq 2/34 Annor, Subj: "Operational Report for QUE.rterl.y 
Period eming 31 Jan 67 (BCS CSFQR-65)_11.., .dtd 16 At>r 67 
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PSYCHOLOOlCaL IEAFIETS 

IEAFIET NUMBER 1 ------·---
1. Description ot Message: 

a. Theme: Warning 

b. Target : VC 

c. Quantity: 20,000 

d. Job Order: Unkn<7tm (Copied fran 246-111-67 - 11th ACR) 

e. Sizes 4x5 

t. Source or Requirement: 2d Dn 34th .i+.nnor 

g. Printed by: 21+6 PsyOps Co 

h. Means of Distribution: Air 

2. English Translation: 

Viet Cong Bewa~ There is no place to run •• •• no where to hide! 
The tanks and annored vehicles of the 2d Battalion 34th Armor will find and 
destroy you! It is too late to fight. Beware, Viet Cong, we are everywhere! 
Rall.¥ now under the Chieu Hoi program. It is your only hope to live. 

IBAFLET NUi~!BER 2 

1 • Description of Message: 

a. Theme: Good Glzys 

b. Target: Citizens 

c. Quantity: 10,000 

d. Size: 4x5 

e. Job Order: 246-140-67 

r. Source of Requirement: 2d Bn 34th Annor 

g. Printed by: 246th FsyOps Co 

h. Means of Distribution: i~ir and ground troops 

: . .--/7 -
/ AN!\'EX. B to Ltr, Hq 2/34 Annor, Subj: "Operational Report for Quarterly 

/ Period Ending 31 Jan 6'7 (Rr..q r.~FOR.-l,5) 11 • rtt.d 16 . A'or 67 
tati • CONFIDENTIAL 
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rllu ~OAH 2, oOH vi 34 K'! siNH THiET-GiAP HOA-KY i>A 
DfH vi~T-NAM. HHJNGC:Hie'N XA HANG NXHG CUA HO sf 
TIM RA.VA Tieu-oi~T vi~r-c¢NG o~·DANG. KHi HAO.HQ 
KHONG CHl€tH>1'u cHO'NG i?>QN vi~T-CQNG PHA HO~i DOHG 

· BAO, THf CAC CHIEN sT THUQC rle'u COAN 2, -oOH vi 34 K"! 
,BiNH THle'T GiAP HOA-KY SE GIUP-D5 XAY CAT TRIJONG HQC 
·siN-sdc BENH-TAt YA PHlN-PHAT THIJC·PHfiA CHO NHAM 
DAN vleT-HAM. . ·,, . . . . . 

. NHlJNIJ Ho cHr co rHtG,uP i)g i>OHG eio KHi ~o°HG 
· BAO GIUP "~ HO .. KHi H.io {)6NG 8AO TH1'v Nttl!NG eiNH sT 
: · HOA•KY MANG HUY Hi~u CHie'N XA.vO{HAf GlJOM T~Eo TREN 

i ; MU HQ, HAY HHd RXNG CHUNG T0i LA B~•t CUf f>O~G-BAO. 
1 ').'Ht,·l'IQ·h 1 ., 
; 
l.. · --··-- - - · - -- ... · - ·- - - ------ ·---···· ---- - -· · - · -· - - -- --· - - ·--·--- -- -

... 
-------~------- -- -- -- .. ·· ·• ·- -- --·· ·-- .. .. . .... ... . ·------ .... . 

I • • ,. ,. ~ . . ,. 

CAN BINH Vl~T CQNG tlAY COi Ctn.ING. 

" ' ,. .· ' ,: ' 
CON OlfdNG OAU MA CHAY CON CtlO NAO 

,..,. ,.,., ' . ,,, . . ,,.. .... 
OE TRON . BOAN CHIEN XA CUA TIEU OOAN 2. 

DON V! 34 KY. HiNH Tti°IEl' GiAP tlOA KY SE Ti\1 

RA v A TiEu oi~T cAc B~N . coN DAU TH(Gic5 

of si!A so~!\ cHiEN BAtJ NVA cAc B~N . CAN 
. • ... A. .. ' .. , .... 

BINH VIET CONG HAY COi CtllJNG. CHUNG TOI . . 
, ' 

E)~ c6 MAT KHAP Moi Ndi noi. CAC BAN ctti . . . . 
.. " . ,.., "'' ,.,, , .. 

. ' CON MQT HY VQNG DUY NHAT OE SONG SOT LA 
,.,,. , , . , ., , 

RA HOI CHANH Vdl CHANH NGHiA QUOC GiA 

ot.Jd1 CHANH sAcH cttiEu H~t' cuA CHANH PHU. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

2. English Translation: 

The 2d Battalion 34th Armor has arrived in Vietnam. They have 
mighty tanks which will seek out and destroy the Viet Cong. .t-ien not 
fighting the Viet Cong bandits who rebel their own people, the US 2d 
Bat talion 34th a:nnor will be helping to build schools, treat the sick and 
injured, and distribute food to the people of Viet11B111. 

But they can only help if you help them. When you see the ,unerican 
soldiers wearing the tank with crossed swords on their hata1 remember, we 
are your friends. 

I.E,a.FI.ET NtJr-illER 3 

1. Description of Message: 

a. Theme: 969 Gocxi G~s 

b. Target: Civilian Population 

c. Quantity: 5,000 

d. Size: 5x6 

e. Jo~ Order.= 246-157-67 

f. Sour ce of H0quirement: 2d Bn 34th J~nnor 

g. Printed .by: 246th l-'syOps Co 

h. Means of Distribution: Air and hand. 

2. Engl:i..uh Translation: 

The ~anerican soldiers aro here in Vietnam to help your GVN bring peace 
and security to your country. To accanplish this task, we need your help. 
To protect you and other innocent people we will give rewards to aeycne who 
gives us information on: 

1 VC mines and weapons caches 
VC tunnels 
VC booby-traps and ambushes 

/ 
/ Contact the nearest soldier or the 2d Battalion 34th Amor and give him 

1 this lea.net or Number 969. 'l'his soldier will read the reverse side of this 
, leaflet written in English and help you report. your into:nnation t,o the con­
j corned authority. You will be properl1' reqarded for valuable intom!ltion 

I 

/ 
..., 1 2D BN .3l•TH JJU.!OR f®lARD 2D BN 34TH ARMOR 

/ 
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. Quan D~i Hoa Ky co m~t t~i Vi~t Nam di giC,p cl~ Chanh Ph3 cua 
i>8;g Bao elem lc;ii thanh binh vci an ninh cho xii set. -Df hocn thanh 
nhl.m vy nciy, chung toi ra't cSn s1/ giup dd cGa ac,ng bao. l>tbao v~ 
A'ng bcio va nhan don YO t~i chung tai se th'1dng titt'n cho. cla'ng bao 

' nao cho ·chung t·&i biet tin t~c ve~ 
. Mfn, ha'm chon vG khi' cua Vi,t C9ng. D\ldng ho'm cua Vi~t Cfng. 

· ~m bay va nhilng tr~n phyc kich cua Vitt C~g. 
Hay ljln l9c vdi binh sT Hoa Ky g8°ii nhot c3a-Ddn V! 2, 34 Kr. 

Binh Thiit Giap Hoa Ky va 6'1a cho &ng ta tct truye'n c1dn nay hay lei 
s6'969. Quan nhon nay se d9c m~t sau td-truy&n ddn ; ie't bing tieng 
Anh va sl giup td c1&'ng boo bcio cao tin t~c t(!i cd quan th&m quy3n 
liln llf . . D8ng boo sl cf'1~ thll6ng x~ng aang vi' tin tire co ich l~i. 

-
. edN Vi 2,34 KY. BiNH THiET GiAP HOA KY- Tl~N THUONG • 
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ATTENTION AMERICAN PERSONNEL 

AMERICAN PERSONNEL YMO 'RECEIVE THIS LEAFLET FROM A VIET 

· NAMESE NATIONAL WILL COURTEOUSLY DET AIU HIM (HER) AND NOTIFY 

THEiR COM!\ANDER. THE PERSON WITH THIS LEAFLET WANTS TO REPORT 

INFORMATION R'EGARDIHG THE ITEMS OM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LEAF 

LET. HE HAS BEEN OFFERED PA YMEHT IF THE INFORMATION CAN BE 

VERIFIED • 

. If THE VIETNAMESE REFUSES TO STAY OR COME WITH l'OU, OBTAIN 

HIS .(HER) NAME, ADDRESS, DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH. THIS DATA CAN BE 

FOUND ON HIS (HER) IDENTITY CARD. COPY ALL THE INFORMATION OH THE 
. j 

CARD·AHD GIVE IT TO YOUR COMMANDER. 
'J'l6-/S7 -1,7 
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.!!!H WMBER 

VC KHA (00) ,38 

VC KHA (Poss) 18 

Detainees 44 

AT Mines 40 

AP Mines 19 

RPG-2 Rockets (rds) 4 

Weapons (Nisc) .3 . 

M:>rtar (rds) 2,3 (16-60MM; 6-81MH; 1-4.2) 

Artillery (rds) 4 (3-1051-m; 1-155MM) 

Hand Grenades 51 

Small Arms Ammo (:rd~:) 30 

Bombs 9 (7-250i:~; 1-500/I, 1-ew) 

Booby Tr:i.::-s 68 

40MH ammo (rds) .3 

Rifle Grel1~de;:. 1 

Grenade Launcher 1 

Punji Pits 2.3 

Dynamite (lbs) 75 

Tunnels 89 

Huts 13 

lhnkers 73 

Fox/Spid~r Holes 63 

SBJnpa.ns 8 

lllrnEX C t,o Lt.r, Hq 2/34 Armor, Subj: "Operational Report .for Quarterly 
Period Ending 31 Jan 67 (RCS CSF0R,..65) 11 , dtd 16 Apr 67 
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AVJ'BC-H (17 Apr 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJll:T1 Operational Deport tor Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 

1967 (RCS CSJOR-65) 

DA, HQ II F.FORCBV, APO San Francisco 96266 2 6 APR 1967 

TQ1 Assistant Chi.et of Staff for Force Development, Dept ot the 
Arn\Y, Washington, D.c. 20310 

1. The Operational Deport-Lessons Learned submitted by 2d 
Battalion, 34th Arm:>r for the quarter ending 31 Jantary 1967 is 
torva.rded herewith. 

2. Thia headquarters has renewed subject report and concurs 
with thA commanta and recomnendations contained therein. 

1 Incl 
&8 

WR THE COMMANDElh 

... coNF!DENTl~L I 
. 25 ... 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
WHEN SEPARATED FROM 
CLASSIFIED INCLOSURE 
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ITEM -
Documents (lbs) 

Medical Supplies (lbs) 

Electronic Parls 

Batteries 

Wire (rolls) 

Fish Sauce (Qts) 

Clothing (lbs) 

Comoo Wire (feet) 

Tools (assorted) 

Food (assorted) (lbs) 

Rice (lbs) 

POL (gals) 

l. 

ENEHY ,LOSS~ lCont 1d) 

WMIEl 

31 

,, ' .... 2•· .... ~ - .. 

,, I 

5 

Misc 

2 

2 

2 

6 

300 

25 

s 
1100 

5 
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