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AD386033

CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 5
OFFICE.OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (13 Dec 67) FOR OT RD-670804 19 December 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst
Battalion, 30th Artillery, Period Ending 31 July 1967

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation by
USACDC in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in
accordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19, Evaluations and cor-
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-
celpt of covering letter.

2, Information containad in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
operntions, and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

i 1
#ﬁ !/{ é M‘M‘— D s -
d KENNETH G. WICKHAM
Major General, USA N il
' i:CI The Adjutant General cC D 9 "301.
DISTRIBUTION: L '
Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Comnand
* US Army Combat Developments Command
Commandants
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army War College
US Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School 0Ly
US Army Artillery and Missile School .
US Army Aviation School :
US Army Chemical School o 2ty

US Army Civil Affairs School le]

US Army Engineer School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Intelligence School SE‘GERADED UNCLASSIFIED
US Army Adjutant General School N SEPARATED FROM

US Army Missile and Munitions School CAssiFiED INCLOSURES
US Army Southeastern Signal School
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CONFIDENTIA L
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

1ST BATTALION 30TH ARTILLERY
APO 96238

9AVG!(--AE--('.! . 1 August 1967
. SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967.

TO: See Distribution

SECTION 1 (C) SIGNIPICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES
1. (C) General.

a. During the period of 1 May 1967 to 3L July 1967, the lst Battalion, 30th
Artillery comtinued to support Free World Military Assistance Forcesw in the I and II
Corps Tactical Zones dnder operational control of the lst Cavalry Division (AM) in
OPERATION PERSHING,

b. Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery remained attached at the
begiming of the period., This battery was detached on 7 May 1967, On 8 May 1967,
Battery C, 6th Battalion, 16th Artillery was attached to the Battalion and entered
the PERSHING A/0O. The battalion withiits attached units had the mission of general

support 1st Cavalry Division (AM) with hattor:l;a reinforcing the division's direct
supoort battalions, DJuring the entire period from 1 May 1967, to 31 July 1967, the
battalion expended 105,760 rounds receiving credit for 67 NVA/VC confirmed KIA's,

¢. The battalion continued its additional mission of providing the fire
support coordination center for the LZ English-Dog complax during the period.

d. On 1S May 1947, Battery A fired the battalion'’s 200,000th round in the
Republic Of Vietnam. On 1 June 1967, Battery C fired the battalion's 100,000th round
in support of OPERATION PERSHING which began on 14 February 1967.

e. Major Robert W. Blum took command of the lst Battalion, 30th Artillery,
on 2 June 1967, vice LTC Horace L. Hunter who had commanded the battalion since
October 1966, On 13 July 1967, Major John G, Kloke took command of the battalion,
l(30t,h cgg',n e of command ceremonies took place at LZ English, Ripublic of Vietnam,

2, (C) Intelligence.

During OPERATION PERSHING, intelligence information was obtained by drily
intelligence liatson visits to lst Cavalry Diyiaion (AM)Artillery, DTOC, G-2, IPE
Team, 22nd ARVN Division, 40th ARVN Regt, VNMC Task Force "A", aecrial reconnaissance
and camitfed forward obscrver parties,

GROUP 4
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR mmy_x\.s.
C ONFIDENTIA L
Foe Or RO FiLE _
L1oQo Y



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGK-AE~C 1 August 1967 S\
SUBJEC?: ORLL for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1957 (Continued),

3, (C) Operation and Training Activites.

a. Headquarters Battery. The battery was located at LZ English (BS884007),
with a rear detachment located at Camp Townes (BR972252) during the entire period,

b. Service Battery. Thhoughtt the period, Service Battery supoorted the
battalion from Camp Townes (BR972252). A forward element was maintained at L2
English (BS884007).

€. Battery A.

(1) Battery A was located at LZ Two Bits (BR843%45) at the begining
of the period in general support of the lst Cavalry Division (AM). On 2 May, the
battery displaced by air to LZ Sandra (B3800191) with two (2) howitzers combining
with two howitzers of Battery C to form Battury D (Provisional) on 5 May 1967.
Battery A was given the miesion of gmneral support reinforcing the lst Battalion
2st artillery. On 24 June the battory's mission was changed to reinforcing the
2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery. On 26 July 1967, the battery returned its general
support reinforcing fires tot he lst Battalion, 21st Artillery.

(2) On 11 May, the detached platoon from Battery D was returned to
its parent unit, The battery ramained at LZ Sandra (BS800191) for the remainder of
the period. From 1 May 1967 to 31 July’ 1987 the battery expended 35,318 rounds
receiving credit for 15 NVA/VC KIA's,

d. Battery B.

: (1) The battery continued its mission of general support: reinforcing
the lst Battalion, 77th Artillery with the battery located at L2 Uplift (BR923754)
and two (2) howitgers locatod at LZ Crystal (BR893661),

(2) On 11 May 1967, the battery with four (4) howitzers airlifted to
LZ Glenn (BS625275) combining with #wo (2) howitzers of Battery C to provide general
support reinforcing fires to 1lst Battalion, 2lst airtillery. On 2 June 1967, the
platoon located at LZ Crystal (BR893661)  @isplased to LZ English (BS884007) and on
3 June 1967, all ebements of the battery moved to LZ Jay (BB714293). The battery's
mission was changed to reinforcing the 2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery, on 24 June 1967,

(3) Battery B was heli-lifted to LZ Pony (BR800830) on 26 June 1967
assuming the mission of reinforcing the 1lst Battalion, 77th Artillery, -On l.July
1967, the Battery displaged to' LZ Uplift (BR923754), and on 23 July 1967, the battery
further displaced to LZ Crystal (BR893661), retaining its mission. On 26 July ¥967,
Battery B's mission was changed to general spport .reinforcing the lst Baltalion, 77th
Artillery. During the period, Battery B expended 24,068 rounds and received credit
for 18 NVA/VC KIA's, .

e, Battery C.

(1) Battery C was loc~ted at LZ Laramie (B8790043) for the entire
period. The battery's initial mission wae general support reinforcing the lst
Battalion, 21st Artillery. On 5 May, two (2) howitzers were air lifted to LZ Glenn
(886252735 retwrning to their .pavent batfery on 3 June'1967.

CONFIDENTIAL,
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AVGK=HE=C 1 August 1967

SUBJECT: ORLL for Quarterly Period Bnding 31 July 1967 (Continued).

(2) On 1 June 1967, the mission of Battery C (=) was charged to general
support reinforcing the lst Battalion, 21lst Airtillery, am resumed the mission of
general support reinforcing the 2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery on 24 June, From
26 July 1967 to 31 July 1967, Battery C's mission was general support reinforcing
the 1st Battalion, 2lst irtillery. During the period, Battery C expcnded 27,664
rounds of ammunition, and received credit for 7 NVA/VC KIA's,

f. Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery. At the begining of the period,
Battery A was attached to the battalion providing general support ta the lst Cavalry
Division (AM). The battery wes located at LZ English (BS884007). Battery A was
returned to control of its parent unit on 7 May after ‘éxpeddfng 560. rounds _during
the 7 day period.

g. Battery C, 6th Battalion, 16th Artillery.

(1) Battery C was attached to the battalion on 8 May %967. On 10 May
1967, Battery C moved from Camp Townes (BR972252) to LZ Ollie (BR912848), Tie
battery remained at LZ Ollie for the rest of the reporting period.

(2) The initial mission of Baitery C in the PERSHING A/O, was gencral
support reinforcing the lst Battalion, 77th Artillery, On 24 June 1967 the battery's
mission was changed to reinforcing the fires of the same unit, and on 26 July 1967,

it resumed & gencral support reinforcing role, During the vperiod, Battery C
expended 18,204 rounds, and received credit for 27 NVA/VC KIA's,

L. (C) Logistics.

The logistical support provided by Service Battery lst ‘Battalion, 30th
Artillery during OPERATION PERSHING was geared to aerial resupply, With the firing
elements located »t distant and remote LZ's, logistical support was accomplished by
aerial capabilities. /An average of 595 meals, consisting of approximately 90 per
cent "A" rations were drawn and issued daily. Class II, III and IV supplies were
drawn from the forward support element of the 2nd Brigade of the lst Cavalry Division
(AM), the 1lst Logistical Gommand forward task force located at LZ English, and from
the Qui Nhon Depot, Average daily consumption of fuel was, 240 gallons mogas and 110
gallons diesel fuel. Class V supplies were drawn from the ammunition supply points o
of the firing elements with approximately 80 per cent being delivered by air.
Maintenance support was provided by the forward clement of the 560th Maintenance
Company.

5., (U) CiviB iffaiie,

During this period, 2,185 Vietnamese patients visited the battalion's
Med Cap II team, During the month of May, the Med Cap program was expanded to give
medical aild to the Vietnamese civiliane and refugees in the greater Bong Son asea.
In the Bong Son area the team worked in comjunction with medics from the 4LOth ARVN
Regimant. The addition of this area to our program has met with geeat success, The
battalion also began a program of donating soap, candy, and clothing to the
orphaiiages in the Qui Nhon area,

CONFIDENTAL
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AVGK~AE~C 1 August 1967 g
SUBJECT: ORLL for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 (Continued).

6, (C) Personnel.

a. Personnel losses and gains from 1 May 1967 to 31 Julyll967 are as
follows: ‘

(1) Officers.

10SSES GAINS
LTC - 1
MAJ - 1 MAJ - 2
CPT - 5 CPT - 3
ror T3 -
(2) Enlisted.
LOSSES GAINS
g:m-m- 3 5
=

b, Awards and Decorations. The following awards and decorations were
made during the reporting period. C

(1) Silver Star -1
(2) Bronze Star with "V" Device - 3
(3) Bronze Star -1
(4) Afr Medal -9
(5) Army Commendation Medal - 12
(6) Purple Heart - 14
SECTION II (C) COMMANDER'S OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned).
1, FO Procedures.

a, Item: Use of "At My Command" during fire u;iasions.

b. Discussion: The term "At My Command" is used byythe observer during fire
missions when_fm-n‘a-cessary to control the time of impact due to observation or
safety requiremcnts., Many observers use "At My Command® as a:>common practice which--
duidplmy firing. Delays in fifing_aftes powder has -been. inserted:will significantly

increade the powder tenperature . causing monaiatlnt powdcr perfomance, whioh éan be
critical’ during registrations,.. B

c. Observations: TBe observer should control the fire only when observae-
tion or safety in the impact area is a over-riding factor,
, CONFIDENT A L
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CONFIDENTIAL
Av K~AE~C 1 August 1967
SUBJECT: ORLL for Quarterly Period Bnding 31 July 1967 (Continued).
2, Firing Accident. p
a, Item: Firing accident involving charge 1 powder incredment.

b. Discussion: Recently a firing accident took place when a change 1
powder increment m ted upon closure of the breech,

c. Observation: After a sustained fire mission using charge 7, ths )
battery received & new mission requiring charge 1. After swabbing the tube, &. ..
charge 1 increment was placed in the breech and upon closure of the breech the powder
ignited. The apparent cause of the accident was due to the powder increment Bliding
back in the breech, and beingpinched by the breech block causing ignition. Caution
must be exercised by units to insure that light powder increments remain in place
prior to closure of the breech,

3. Backhaul of Cannisters and flesidue,

a. Item: Backhaul of cannisters and residue.

b. Discussion: Backhaul from the forward landing zones must be on a
continuous basis to preven' accumulation of cannisters and residue.

c. Observation: To prevent accumulation of backhaul materials a daily
delivery of ammunition and other supplies is necessary to provide transportation for
backhaul, Cargo nets must be obtained for loose materials and forwarded to the
landing zones each day.

SECTION II (C) COMMANDER'S OBSERVATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
Part II, Commarders Recommendation.
1. (U) Use of "At My Command",

a. Reference Part I, Observation (Lessons Learned) use of "At My Command"
during registration.

b. I recommend this procedurs to eliminatesrratic rounds in registration,
2. () Firing Accident.

a. Reference Part I Observation (Lessons Learned) Firing accident involving
charge 1 powder increment,

b, I recommend that additional safety beaining procedures be emphasigsd
to preclude a firing accident of this type.

3, (U) Backhaul of Cannisters and Residue.

4 a, Reference Part I Observation (Lessons Learned) backhaul of cannistere
and residue,

b, I recommend this procedure to prevent accumulation of cannisters amd
" residum, We have found if this procedure is not used, a greater oumber of aircraft are
needed when the unit is requirod to move on short notice.

CONFIDENTIRL



fO/VF/DE/\/ TIAL

AVGK-AB~C 1 August 1967
SUBJECT: ORLL for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 (contmued)
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Major, Artillery
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AVGK-CO (1 august 1967) 1st Ind
SUBJECl: Operational Report for wuzrterly Period Ending 31
July 1967

fELDWUER R0 41ST anlILLERY GROUP, AFO 96368, 11 August 1967'

T0: Commnding General I Field Forces Vietnam Artiliery,

AP ) 956350
i« (T Tn cowpliance with I Field Force Vietnrm Rey 1-3
dated 23 li.rc. 1967, tae Operational Report of the 1lst Bn 30th
ariillery for thc quarter ending 31 July 1967 is ap:roved ad
foruarvded wita tine following comment: Secctien I, par 3f, finel
senccace cnould read, "Battery A was attacied to tae Tth 3n 13th
Artillery on 7 luy after expending 560 rounds during the 7 duy
period."

2. (U) Regradec uncl.ssified wien separated from classified
inclosuree,

Lo

'/.}" /'f:' /f .__,‘ ’ I‘
L
/5.0 WHLELER
Coloncl, artillery
Courxanding

inecl

7
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AVFA-AT-D (1 Aug 67) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period
Ending 31 July 1967, RCS CSFOR-65 (WA2LA) (lst Bn, 30th Arty) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96350 22 August 1967

TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT APC 96350

1. Concur with observations and recommendations contained in the
basic communication.

2. The requirements outlined in paragraph 5a(1)(C) USARV Reg 1-19
will be emphasized for future reports.

3. 1lst Bn, 30th Arty UIC is WA2LA.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

t/LEO E. ELLIS
LTC, Artillery
Adjutant

vl sl

PO T L



AVFA-GC-0T (1 Aug 67) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 July 1967 RCS CSFOR-65 (WA2LA) (lst Bn, 30th Arty) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 7 Sep 67

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Republic of Vietnam, APO 96375

Concur with the recommendations contained in the basic communication.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

t/JAMES P. GASTON
CPT, AGC
Asst Adj Gen



AVHGC-DST (1 Aug 67)

SUBJECT:

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963%5,iv0v a7

TO:

C CONFIDENTIAL Ty A [

4th Ind

Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, lst Battalionm,

Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

30th Artillery (A2LA) as indorsed.

Concur,

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning fire command, page 4, paragraph 1:
"At my command" should be avoided during the conduct of a fire mis-
sion and should only be used when safety in the impact area is the over-

riding factor,

page 5, paragraph 3:
continuing basis.

part empty.

b. Reference item concerning backhaul of canisters and residue,
Concur with the requirement to police the area on a
It is customary for Army aircraft commanders to seek
passengers and/or cargo, mission permitting, when they would otherwise de-
Proper coordination by the lst Battalion, 30th Artillery with

the mission aircraft will eliminate this problem.

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting

unit through channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

cc:

HQ, I FFORCEV
HQ, lst Bn, 30th Arty

/\,//(:(( & ¢7¢(-/C o LR _
C. S. NARAT -

Captain |
Assist i L uerid
Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years
10 '
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GPOP-DT(1 Aug 67) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
from HQ, lst Bn, 30th Arty (UIC: WA2LAA) (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 1 DEC1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

/

L..AVRIN §
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

11
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