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Recently the fifth goal (Goal 5: Break foreign and domestic drug sources of supply) of
the United States drug policy, as delineated in the Strategic Goals and Objectives of the
2000 National Drug Control Strategy resulted in $1.3 billion of military and non-military
anti-drug aid being directed toward Colombia. Possible outcomes of this direct aid to
Colombia will be a greater involvement in Colombia's internal revolutions and little
improvement in the domestic US drug problem. The operative idea for Plan Colombia is
that US military and non-military aid will allow the Colombian authorities to defoliate
thousands of acres of land now under cultivation to produce cocaine and heroin. The
idea is to make cocaine and heroin more expensive in the United States, with the hope
that children and young adults who might otherwise try these drugs will be priced out of
the market and will not start using them. The payoff is hoped to be fewer new cocaine
and heroin addicts and possibly a reduction in crime associated with the trade of these
two drugs. The Colombians benefit because reduced income for the various
revolutionary groups and drug cartels will commensurately reduce the ability of these
groups to oppose the government. It is clear, however, that there is a molecular basis
for addiction, and that demand reduction in the US is not seriously addressed by Plan
Colombia.

Drug consumption, not drug production, drives the drug trade and its

associated violence in the US. Plan Colombia calls upon the US military, particularly the
Army, to provide significantly increased levels of assistance both to train Colombians
and to maintain US supplied equipment. This requirement sets the stage for possible
direct US involvement in Colombia's internal problems, as well as subjects US military
personnel to the corrosive effects of the drug cartels. Plan Colombia also presents the
possibility that if successful in eradicating coca fields, the drug supply problem may be
exacerbated as hard-pressed drug cartels may begin to synthetically manufacture
cocaine.
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IT'S THE Kd, STUPID!
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING US DRUG POLICY
AND PLAN COLOMBIA

United States drug policy, as delineated in the Strategic Goals and Objectives of
the 2000 National Drug Control Strategy1, contains five broad goals:
Goal 1: Educate and enable America's youth to reject illegal drugs as well as
alcohol and tobacco.
Goal 2: Increase the safety of America's citizens by substantially reducing drugrelated crime and violence.
Goal 3: Reduce health and social costs to the public of illegal drug use.
Goal 4: Shield America's air, land, and sea frontiers from the drug threat.
Goal 5: Break foreign and domestic drug sources of supply.
Recently the fifth goal of this strategy resulted in $1.3 billion of military and nonmilitary anti-drug aid being directed toward Colombia as part of the Colombiandeveloped plan called Plan Colombia2. The aid, formally announced by President
Clinton during a visit to Colombia, has the primary purpose of interdicting cocaine and
heroin cultivation and production at the source in Colombia.
Possible outcomes of this direct aid to Colombia will be a greater involvement in
Colombia's internal revolutions and little improvement in the domestic US drug problem.
Because the US military will be deeply involved should a direct intervention be
necessary3, it is worthwhile to assess the premise upon which initial US military
involvement is built. This paper examines US drug policy, its flaws, and how this policy
is driving the US toward violent entanglements in Colombia. This paper also argues that
Plan Colombia will fail at reducing domestic drug related crime.

BACKGROUND
The United States has a drug problem. Surveys and estimates taken in the last
decade of the 20th century suggest that drug use is on the upswing in the United
States4. The 2000 Monitoring The Future Study5, conducted in 2000, suggests that
about half of all twelfth graders and alarmingly high numbers of eighth and tenth graders
in the United States have tried or actively use at least one illegal drug (not including

alcohol or cigarettes). The drug problem, especially the cocaine and heroin problem, is
considered so serious that the Congress of the United States, along with the President,
recently agreed to send $1.3 billion in military and non-military aid to Colombia to
combat drug production at the source.
The aid, which includes 18 UH-60L Blackhawk and 42 UH-1N Iroquois
helicopters6, is designed to help the Colombian government in its fight against the
FARC7 (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias Colombianas), ELN8 (Ejercio de Liberacion
Nacional), privately owned paramilitaries9, and drug cartels10 that provide the bulk of the
world's cocaine and two thirds of the heroin consumed in the United States11. All of
these groups, it should be noted, are heavily armed with advanced weaponry and are
well financed by drug-derived money. The operative idea for Plan Colombia is that US
military and non-military aid will allow the Colombian authorities to defoliate thousands of
acres of land now under cultivation to produce drugs12.

The idea is to make cocaine

and heroin more expensive in the United States, with the hope that children and young
adults who might otherwise try these drugs will be priced out of the market and will not
start using them13. The payoff is hoped to be fewer new cocaine and heroin addicts and
possibly a reduction in crime associated with the trade of these two drugs. Existing
cocaine and heroin addicts will similarly see their supplies curtailed and will be forced to
choose between higher prices or discontinuing their addictions.
While this hope may or may not ultimately be realized, it is instructive to look at
the underpinnings of US drug policy and its application to understand why Congress and
the Clinton Administration would unite on a foreign intervention fraught with peril for the
US military.
US DRUG POLICY
United States drug policy seeks to accomplish five goals as stated in the
introduction of this paper. The first goal seeks to stake out the moral high ground and
convince and educate the youth of the United States that drug use is self-destructive and
reprehensible behavior. Goals two through five target drug use and crime in its various
incarnations: local violence and crime, workplace and drug treatment, trans-border, and
sources of supply. These national strategy goals are premised upon the notion that
crime and drugs are intertwined and that drug use and crime can in fact be severed
without radical policy changes14. The national drug strategy visualizes a day when drug
use is divorced from drug crime and when drug supply is unhinged from drug demand.

Officially, government at all levels in the United States appears to have little
tolerance for illegal drugs. Numerous anti-drug programs are underway in this country.
Anti-drug laws are plentiful. Drug use, possession, and distribution carry criminal
penalties in most states. Drug education programs for youth abound, and drug
rehabilitation programs for addicts are reasonably available for the asking15. But illegal
drug use remains a significant problem, showing little sign of abating.
Part of the reason for the ongoing drug problem is that in practice the United
States is not nearly so tough on illegal drug use as its official rhetoric. The penalties for
possession of small amounts of drugs, especially for those deemed first or small time
offenders, are relatively light1617. Virtually unheard of is capital punishment for drug
distribution. Referenda for the decriminalization of drugs or the "medical" use of illegal
drugs appear at many elections, indicating a tolerance for drug use by large segments of
the population. Many of the adult generation admit to using illegal drugs ranging from
marijuana to heroin while in their youth. A significant number of this cohort still continue
to use illegal drugs, albeit more discreetly than in their younger days.

THE REAL REASON FOR US DRUG POLICY
Illegal drug use became a significant problem in the United States during the
1960s. As can be seen from Figure 118, murder, robbery, and burglaries began to
significantly increase at the same time that illegal drug use was entering the national
conscience. While this may be a coincidence, the fact that US drug strategy clearly
targets the linkage between drugs and crime further strengthens the notion that these
dramatic increases in crime are, at least in part, a direct consequence of illegal drug use.
While there is a moral aspect involved with the self-destruction that drug use brings to
drug users, much of extant law and policy attempts to protect the non-drug using
population from the murder, robbery, burglary, and larceny associated with illegal drug
abuse. This notion is vividly illustrated by the fact that most of the anti-drug education
programs for children are taught by police officers rather than by health or education
professionals.

FIGURE 1. CRIME RATES PER 100,000 INHABITANTS FROM
1957 TO 1997
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In 195719 the per capita rates for Murder, Robbery, and Property crime were 5,
39, and 719 incidents per 100,000 inhabitants, respectively. By 1997 the rates were
6.8, 186, and 4310, respectively. The explosion of crime has made life in the United
States much more dangerous. Per capita crime rates for burglary, larceny and auto theft
in 1997 were about 625% of what was experienced in the 1950s. Per capita rates for
robbery were about 555% of the 1950s rates, and murder rates in 1997 were about
137% of what they were in the 1950s. One ground level observer20 estimates that 8590% of crime in a major east coast city is drug related. The reality of this astonishing
observation has manifested itself in our drug strategy: drugs and crime are intertwined.
US drug strategy in effect seeks to reduce crime by reducing drug consumption.

WHY DRUGS AND CRIME ARE INTERTWINED
Drugs and crime are intertwined for two reasons: 1) There is a demand for drugs
and, 2) Drugs are illegal. Drug use carries with it rewards for both the user and the drug
dealer. The drug user seeks the pleasurable feelings associated with drug use. The
drug dealer seeks the monetary profit realized by selling drugs. Because the sale and
use of illegal drugs is, by definition, illegal, the entire transaction takes place outside of
normally applied regulatory provisions and the law.
These forces alone -demand and profit- would be sufficient to propel an industry,
much like demand and profit propel industries in sectors as diverse as chocolate and
literature. But the drug trade has another formidable weapon in its arsenal. That
weapon is drug addiction. The pleasurable feeling that initially rewards illegal drug use
rapidly becomes the user's raison d'etre.
The craving of the drug addict for more drugs knows no rest. The media is
replete with tragic stories of cocaine addicts who lie, cheat, steal, and sell themselves, or
their children, to get their next fix. In practical terms, this means the addict is willing to
pay money -lots of money- for the drugs consumed. Drug traffickers exist to fill this
demand.
The drug trade is extremely lucrative. US drug laws make production,
distribution and use of drugs such as cocaine and heroin illegal. Stiff penalties may be
imposed on those convicted of such offenses, yet the drug trade flourishes in spite of
these laws because suppliers make enormous profits. This trade is conducted outside
the law and is free from government taxation, regulation, and oversight. Organized
crime is heavily involved. Addicts have little choice but to pay the going rate and to
expose themselves to the violence associated with the drug trade. Certainly there are
'business' problems and setbacks for drug dealers, as rival drug dealers often resolve
disputes at the end of a gun, but by and large, there is no shortage of volunteers to fill
the shoes of the most recently deceased dealer. Why? In a word, money.
THE BIOCHEMISTRY OF DRUG ADDICTION
When considering US drug policy, it may be instructive to examine the metabolic
pathways that illegal drugs activate to produce the feeling of euphoria and, eventually,
addiction. For non-addicts, it is difficult to understand the power of the forces that are
unleashed by addiction to drugs such as cocaine and heroin. The biochemistry of

addiction is only beginning to be understood, but what is known is enlightening. Cocaine
addiction is discussed to illustrate this point.
The pleasurable feeling resulting from cocaine use has been described as a very
long and intense orgasm21. Whatever the feeling is like, it is clear that cocaine users find
it exquisitely pleasurable. So what's going on at a molecular level to account for this?
The active ingredient of coca is the cocaine molecule. The cocaine molecule has two
important properties. First, it easily crosses the blood brain barrier, so it can quickly gain
access to the chemistry of the brain, and second, it has the unique ability to bind to a
naturally occurring neural molecule called the Dopamine Transporter Molecule22.
Current thinking is that by binding to the Dopamine Transporter Molecule, the
cocaine molecule reduces the ability of the Transporter Molecule to bind Dopamine23.
Dopamine is a molecule that is released in the brain in response to stimuli normally
associated with feelings of intense pleasure24. Dopamine itself is not responsible for the
pleasurable feelings, but is part of a cascade of biochemical reactions that ultimately do
result in the pleasurable feeling. The Dopamine Transporter Molecule's role in a normal
brain is to bind up Dopamine and essentially take it out of circulation25.
In a normally functioning brain, a stimulus causes Dopamine to be released. A
cascade of other biochemical reactions then occurs, with the end result being a
pleasurable feeling. The brain controls this process by having the Dopamine
Transporter Molecule sop up free Dopamine molecules. By taking Dopamine out of
circulation the cascade is effectively stopped and the pleasurable feeling comes to an
end. Cocaine short circuits this process by preventing the Dopamine Transporter
Molecule from sopping up free Dopamine molecules. This allows the biochemical
cascade to continue much longer than would occur in a normal brain, with a
concomitantly much longer and more intensely pleasurable feeling. While this
description is a gross simplification of the neurochemistry associated with cocaine26, it
illustrates the point that there are basic molecular principles involved concerning cocaine
use.
The mere binding of the cocaine molecule to the Dopamine Transporter Molecule
does not cause a person to become addicted to cocaine in and of itself. Addiction to
cocaine is thought to come about because the brain has the ability to remember drug
induced stimuli and the resulting pleasurable sensations. How this happens is not clear,
and there are several competing explanations. It is clear, however, that there is a
molecular basis for addiction27. That is, the basis of addiction is rooted in chemical

reactions and the brain's control of these reactions. Older hypotheses that attributed
addiction to character weakness or lack of self-control, while explaining the overt
manifestations of the addiction, often did not address the chemical circuitry of the brain.
In any event, it is clear that an intense craving is established in addicts that drive them to
seek and use more cocaine. This craving is ultimately based on the binding of the
cocaine molecule.
Kd (pronounced Kay-Dee) is the molecular biologist's shorthand for the
disassociation constant of a small molecule binding to a larger molecule28. The
disassociation constant is a measure of how tightly two molecules bind together.
Molecules that only bind loosely together have high Kds (they disassociate easily).
Those that bind tightly together have low Kds (they do not disassociate easily). The
human brain is a veritable soup of different molecules. Most have high Kds for each
other. That is, they bump into each other and no binding occurs.
Molecules that are part of biochemical pathways almost always have Kds that
are low enough so as to make the binding reactions specific. For whatever reason, be it
a joke of nature, an accident, or just random chance, the coca plant produces a
molecule (cocaine) that binds with a low enough Kd to the Dopamine Transporter
Molecule to short circuit normal brain chemistry. Man, with his ever inquisitive mind,
discovered this fact, and has been cultivating coca ever since. The ultimate biological
result of this Kd is addiction. The economic result of this Kd is profit for drug cartels and
economic hardship for users and the victims of crimes committed to generate the money
needed to buy drugs.
Nature endowed the human race with the predisposition to reproduce. One of
the inducements for reproduction is the pleasurable feeling of orgasm associated with
the sex act. This is no accident. One can conjecture that if copulation were immediately
associated with intense pain or gut wrenching sickness (pregnancy and giving birth
excepted), that the human race would have become extinct long ago. If cocaine use
short-circuits the brain's chemistry to produce an orgasmic feeling or something like it, it
should be clear to all that we are dealing with a very powerful force.
The 2000 National Drug Control Strategy essentially overlooks the fact that
cocaine and other drug use can permanently alter the chemistry of the brain29. The
strategy contains five broad goals broken down into 31 objectives. Only one of the 31
objectives, goal three, objective five, addresses research into the mechanisms of drug
addiction, whereas seven objectives deal with drug education in its various incarnations

and ten objectives deal in one form or another with interdicting drug production at its
source. In the more detailed explanation of the goals and objectives research into the
mechanisms of drug addiction is not mentioned30.
The National Drug Control Strategy endorses treatment for addiction, about
which it says can be successful initially, but which is also a chronic relapsing disorder31.
Many of the treatment programs amount to counseling and voluntary cessation of drug
use. Various studies32

33 34 35 36

indicate recidivism rates for cocaine and heroin addicts

range from about 50% to 80%. That recidivism rates are high given counseling based
treatment regimes is not cause for wonder. If the host of diseases that physicians deal
with everyday which also are due to changes in metabolic pathways were to be treated
in the same way, we could reasonably expect mortality rates in the US to be significantly
higher. Imagine the results if counseling based therapy were applied to metabolic
diseases such as type I diabetes (The diabetic's body makes little or no insulin.
Treatment is by insulin injection). Type I diabetics cannot "think" or will themselves well.
When all is said and done, the Kd of the cocaine molecule certainly invokes one
of the most sought after feelings in the world, be it a super orgasm or something better.
This is certainly part of the feeling the cocaine addict craves and seeks, and, of course,
the drug cartels take full advantage of this phenomenon. At the end of the day, it is drug
consumption, not drug production, which drives the drug trade and its associated
violence.

US DRUG POLICY AND COLOMBIA
Focus now on cocaine and heroin. Cocaine and heroin addicts demand cocaine
and heroin. They are willing to pay for these drugs. They are willing to risk their lives
buying, taking, and selling these drugs. They know intellectually that there are great
risks associated with these drugs. In their more lucid moments, they acknowledge these
realities, but they still use drugs. This creates demand. As long as there is a demand,
someone will fill the demand if a profit can be made. As it turns out for most of the
world, at least when talking about cocaine and to some degree heroin, the drug cartels
of Colombia now fill that demand.
For years there have been calls to do something about the drug problem in the
United States, and especially about the drug problem among the nation's youth. Most of
the recent past youth-oriented programs have been either ineffectual or have at best
held the line on drug use, even when judged by the government's own drug use

statistics37. During the Clinton administration, drug strategy gradually shitted from
interdicting the transport of drugs to interdicting the supply of drugs at the source. That
such a strategy was even contemplated was due to the convergence of cocaine and to a
lesser extent heroin production in Colombia. If this convergence had not taken place, it
is unlikely that such a strategy could have been formulated. In any event, the at-thesource interdiction strategy of the United States now focuses primarily on Colombia as
evidenced by the $1.3B in aid approved for Plan Colombia.

RISKS OF US MILITARY INTERVENTION IN COLOMBIA
National leaders have taken pains38 to present the $1.3B in aid to Colombia as a
drug interdiction strategy and not as a US military intervention aimed at propping up the
failing Colombian government. Justly deserved or not, the strategy has reminded many
of the US entrance into the Vietnam War39. The parallels are ample: the drug gangs,
the communist revolution, the corruption of the Colombian government, the domino
effect of narcotics cultivation in neighboring countries, and herbicide defoliation.
Colombia has no corner on the market for land suitable for the cultivation of
40

coca

and poppy. If we somehow do succeed in removing the coca fields from the

equation (a big if), then the cartels and growers may simply remove operations to, for
example, Bolivia, Peru, or perhaps even in the United States. It is also entirely possible
that such a move may make the supply problem worse, as drug producers will almost
certainly develop alternative technological solutions.
Consider for a moment the scenario where the drug cartels hire the technical
expertise to develop a bulk cocaine production facility, producing pure cocaine
hydrochloride (HCI) much after the methods of pharmaceutical companies at the turn of
the last century when cocaine was legal4142. This scenario bypasses the need for
farmers to grow coca and could be easily hidden. This scenario is essentially what has
happened with methamphetamine. Ingenious drug traffickers figured out how to set up
numerous small-scale laboratories that are difficult for authorities to detect. The endresult being that there is no shortage of methamphetamine despite law enforcement
efforts.

AID TO COLOMBIA
The US is already deeply involved in Colombia. We have between 150 and 300
US military personnel in Colombia at any one time, although they are not concentrated in
one location43. The insertion of advanced helicopters materially changes our relationship
with Colombia, and with every new materiel transfer we bind ourselves closer to the
Colombians. Metaphorically, our Kd for a Colombian war becomes smaller.
As Congress debated the Colombian aid package, the discussion initially,
centered on whether or not to send new or surplus (UH-1N = new, UH-1H = surplus)
helicopters to Colombia. US helicopter manufacturers joined in the debate, with
vigorous lobbying efforts44 to promote helicopters they produced. The debate was
eventually enlarged to include sending the UH-60L. Numerous sound reasons were put
forth to send the UH-60L, including the facts that the UH-60L is very capable at high
altitude and is very survivable under fire, and, the positive message that sending our
best helicopter would give to the Colombians. Eventually it was decided that a mix of
helicopters, 42 UH-1Ns and 18 UH-60Ls would be sent, sent that is, after they rolled off
the production lines in 2001. Some of these 'aid' helicopters still had to be
manufactured45. In reality, the bulk of the 'aid' to Colombia will be spent in the United
States and the products procured from the aid money will then be given to Colombia.
Although the US helicopter donations to the Colombians are supposed to be
used solely to facilitate the eradication of the coca and poppy fields, and not to conduct
combat operations against the FARC and ELN, all of the helicopters will be armed, as it
is unlikely the FARC, ELN, private paramilitaries, and the drug cartels will stand idly by
and allow their businesses to be destroyed in respect of this US-imposed restriction. The
US will also supply the ammunition for the armaments, because Colombia lacks the
infrastructure to manufacture the ammunition internally. The US will also have to supply
armorers to maintain the weapons, because the chosen weapons are no ordinary
helicopter mounted machine guns, but rather are the half million dollar-a-copy GAU/19A
.50 caliber gun46. Because the GAU/19A is an advanced weapon, the US will have to
train the Colombian door gunners to use it. And of course, in order to use the GAU/19A
it has to be mounted on a flying helicopter, so the US will have to train the pilots of the
helicopters. To fly the helicopters the US will have to maintain (at least initially) the
helicopters and supply them with parts, because, again, Colombia does not presently
possess this capability. Add some night vision devices (which the US will have to
supply, maintain, and train) into the mix because it will rapidly become too dangerous to
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fly47 during the day when the bad guys start to use shoulder fired surface-to-air missiles.
(A partially completed submarine, capable of hauling 200 tons of drugs was recently
discovered in Colombia. This level of sophistication suggests surface to air missiles will
not be hard to obtain48.) Figure on a continuation of US intelligence aircraft for target
location, and pretty soon we have a Colombian military counter drug unit (the goal is a
brigade size formation49) that is supplied, trained, maintained, and perhaps even partially
directed by the United States. Direction, whether partial or total may or may not occur,
but one must consider that, for the receiving country, it is sometimes difficult to say no
when survival depends on aid from the United States.
While this may all be great for the bottom line of US industry, as most of these
services will be supplied or contracted out to industry, it is not great for the United States
Army. The US Army is already training the Colombian Army50. It is already flying the
intelligence aircraft that find and target the fields51. It is already supplying arms and
other equipment. Now it will supply more hardware and more people to maintain the
hardware. No matter that these Americans are active duty military or contractors to the
State Department, the result will be more Americans directly exposed to the dangers of
Colombia.
If the cartels, FARC, ELN, and paramilitaries have or acquire surface-to-air
missiles, anti-drug missions will be forced to fly at night to avoid detection by visual
tracking systems, unless additional sophisticated aircraft survivability equipment is
provided to the Colombians. Night flight in the mountains of Colombia will require the
use of night vision devices to be effective, as night mountain flying is some of the most
hazardous flying of all. Using night vision devices while flying a helicopter is not a trivial
task. The US Army, which pioneered flight with night vision goggles, prescribes at least
20 hours of flight training to become night vision qualified. Night vision qualification is
merely a license to learn. Experienced night vision goggle pilots have several hundred
hours of night vision goggle time. High levels of goggle time usually take years to
accumulate. This steep learning curve puts added pressure on the US to speed up the
process by having US pilots fly with Colombian pilots. That this is not such an extreme
notion is illustrated by the fact that US pilots are already flying the intelligence mission
and US contract pilots are flying many of the crop dusting missions.
There is also a practical side to this Colombian adventure. Whether we admit it or
not, we are willingly subjecting our forces to the acidic, corrosive effects of the drug
trade. It is not impossible for some of our folks to sell out to the other side given the

11

amounts of cash available for bribery and corruption. Indeed, it has already happened.
No less than the US Commander of the anti-drug unit in Bogota (in jail) and his wife (in
jail) succumbed to the siren call of cocaine52. If we send more Americans to Colombia,
we should expect more sell-outs from our own people.
Finally, a thought about the FARC and ELN. Both of these revolutionary groups
have been waging war against the Colombian government for over forty years53 54.
Waging a struggle for forty years suggests that these groups are seriously dedicated to
their stated goals of revolution. The last time the US was involved with a group that
possessed a similar fervor was in Vietnam, where, admittedly, we seriously misjudged
the staying power and the dedication to task these types of Marxist groups possess.

PREDICTIONS
Making predictions is tricky business, especially
when you're talking about the future.
—Yogi Berra
Predicting the future of issues as complex as the US drug problem and Plan
Colombia are fraught with peril. Yet, experience suggests that we should examine the
potential outcomes of a strategy for its second and third order effects. These might
include:
-Plan Colombia will reduce the production of cocaine and heroin in Colombia but
overall flow of cocaine and heroin into the US will not be substantially curtailed. The
cartels will shift production to other countries not covered by Plan Colombia, despite the
replacement crop aid provided to neighboring countries, and will invest in synthetic
processes to produce cocaine. The two year lead time between announcement of Plan
Colombia and crop eradication in earnest will allow the cartels sufficient time to make
necessary changes.
-Drug crime rates (at least those attributed to cocaine and heroin) in the US will
not substantially change due to Plan Colombia. The current purity of cocaine and heroin
is such that one use is often sufficient to produce an addiction. This purity ensures a
continuing supply of new addicts. A continuing supply of addicts ensures a continuing
demand. Demand usually, judging from the past, ensures a continuing supply of drugs.
Availability of drugs usually results in drug-crime.
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-Drug cartels and/or the FARC and/or the ELN and/or the para-militaries will
conduct successful attacks on US personnel in attempts to break the US political will to
remain in Colombia. FARC strength alone is estimated at over 15,000 personnel.
These well-armed groups have conducted attacks and raids throughout Colombia in the
past, and there is no reason to suspect they will not do the same in the future.
-More US aid will be required for Plan Colombia to be successful. Sixty
helicopters in a country the size of Texas will not prove sufficient to the task. Helicopters
will be lost through error and attack, and some part of the $1.3B will be wasted or
siphoned-off.

SUMMING UP
The view of this author is that Plan Colombia is probably better for Colombia than
for the United States. Colombia is interested in reasserting control over all its territory
and suppressing the various revolutionary groups it is now in contest with. The United
States is interested in solving its internal drug problem.
Plan Colombia helps Colombia because it goes after the economic support of the
revolutionary groups and the drug cartels. If the cocaine money dries up, so does the
ability of these groups to wage revolution. This part of the plan makes economic sense
and will probably succeed.
Plan Colombia does not help the United States to the same degree because it
seeks to destroy only Colombia's cocaine and heroin production capacity. Little is done
to prevent a shift in production to other Latin American countries or to synthetic methods.
Plan Colombia certainly does little to curtail US demand. A lucrative demand such as
the drug trade will not exist in a vacuum. Whether, in this case, it is filled by a shift in
production to other countries or a shift to synthetic production, the demand will be filled.
Because drugs and crime are closely intertwined, it is unlikely that Plan Colombia
will have the desired impact on the United States. Crime and drug use rates attributed
to cocaine and heroin are unlikely to significantly change unless the supply of cocaine
and heroin is curtailed and these drugs are just not available at any price anywhere.
Plan Colombia is unlikely to result in so favorable a situation.
At the end of the day it's not the Colombian farmer that is giving us trouble, and
it's not the cartels, as ruthless and despicable as they are. It is the demand in our own
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country that is causing the crime and self-destruction of our citizens. The Kd of cocaine
drives craziness. The Kd drives demand. It's the Kd, stupid!

WORD COUNT = 5090
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