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FIGURE 1.1 - VUYxamples of World lModel
Scenes.
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I, INTRODUCTION,

In order to get a computer to dual with the physlical world |t
must have a data representation on which computations Invelving
space, tlme, shape, size, and the appearance of things can be donse.
It Is my current prejudice that polyhedra provide the proper starting
polnt for bullding such a physloal worlid representation, At Stanford
Aptificial [nteilegence, Binford and Agin have started |nstead wlth
sp!né-cross section models as an alternate approach to the same

protlems Creference 13, Other researchers with somewhat different
goa|s, are attempting to build semantic, predjcate calculus, probiem
SO'V'ngo or stapteqy planni g World mydels, In apy ovept, this

paper !s about a body, face, edge, vertex polyhedron mode| that |s
for modeling obJec¥s and scenes of opjects ¥or the sake of computer
viston.

Although the gata structure to be discussed Is not Ianguage
dePenaént, the terminjogy and exampjles wil| follow ALGQL and LISP.
Alsos the reader is assumed to hgVe some acQuUaintance wWith the Ideas
associated with the following technical terms:

block, nodes, ltem, e|ament, atom,

IInk, polnter, address, reference.

datum, cgntent, value,

l1st, ring, stack, pdl, trese,

dynamic free storage & memory allocatlon,

MO QD>
S 40 40 90 o0

A  ¢"crough presentation of these terms and |deas can pe found in
chapter two of volume one of Knuth’s cookbook, ‘The Art of Computer
Ppogramring’ (Reference 7], The word "ring"” used informally In this
paper Wil always mean a double polnter ring with a head; and as in
LISP, Words of memory happen to be ablié to hold two polinters.

—
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1, A, Iintroduction to World Madeiing,

1 wlil Introduce my requirements for & computer mods| of ¢the
physical world In terms of Its rci® ag & memory, AsS a msmory, a
world mode| has contents and an addressing mechanism, The kinds of
date that | wish t2 hold In my world model are:

CONTENT REQUIREMENTS
1, topological date,
2, Geometrio data,
3, Photometric data,
&, Parts troe data,

Topological data has to do with the notlsn of nelghborhood; a
worid mode! has data on what is next to what, A face, edge, Vvartex
mode! |s essentialiy dedicated to surface topology; matters of volume
tonolofy are not stored but rather must be computed., Geometric data
hgs t0 do With natlons such s locus, length, area and Yolume,
Photometpic date ingludes the loous and nature of [ight sources, as
wel| as data on how surfaces ref|ect, absord and scatter |Ight, Parts
tres data has to do wlith the netlon that objeots are composed of
parts, which | construe as data on the structure of the physlcal
World rather than as purely an artifact of having structured World
data’ that |z, | prefar to have the speciflcation of how an entity ls
broken into parts be external to my wor|d model, The kinds of data
not included are somantic data {other than body names)’ physical data
such as mass, !nartia tensors, electrical properties and soc _on} and
cultura| date such as Whether an obJect :s & toy, tool, or Weapon;
with any artlistic, relligious or markst value,

Next the kinds of addrasslng mechanigms 1 wish to have, (or
aquivalently the input=output modes of the mode!) are:

ACCESSING REQUIREMENTS
1, Appegrance = Qgiven o caMerg, return gn imgge of
what the world would look jike from that camera,
2, Recognition = given an Image, return ths objecte
trom the world modei that appear in that lmage,
3, Camera Solutien <« givon a recognized image,
tind the location & orlentation of the camera,
4, perception = glven Images, from solved cameras,
olace new bodies (nto tha mode! for portlons of
the Images that have nuc yet been recognlzed,
S, Spatial Accessing = glven a jocus and radlus,
raturn the portions of obJects in that sohere,

Clsarly, these ara the high |eve| acoessing requirsments which are
the reasons for having a world mode| and the des!gn goals for mode]
tyftating,
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FIGULRE 1.3 - A Camera iiodel.
FIGURE 1.4 - Logical and Phivsical Paster Sizes.

LDX = 16 columns

LDY = 12
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I, By Introduction to a Camera Mode],

As the accessing requirements imply, & worid modol,rOQUI?es a
special entity cajied a camera which s uesed to model image
formetion, Although the camera mode| is Important here for a complete
specification of the data, It may be skipped on a first reading. The
particular camera model ! have been using lately, Is expressed by
eighteen real numbers Involving nine degrees of freadom, Ffrst there
Is the camepa lons center |Ocus!t

CX» CY, C2, In world coordinates,

Afized to the lens center Is the camera frame of reference wlith unlt
vectors i, J and k, when the Image formed by the camera Is piaced in
sorrespondence %o a display screen, as liiustrated in figure 1.3, ths
unit Veetor | maps into the rightward positive x of the display
screen; and the unit vector J maps Into the upward positive y of ¢the
#isplay screen, and the unit vegtor k comes out of the display sScreen
to form a rlight handed coorcdinate system, Together the three unlt
vectors of the ocamera are the three by three rotation matrelx:

IXe 1Y, 12

JXe JYs JB in world coordinates,

KXo KYe K2

NeXt, thers ars three scales whigh ¢etermine the gorzespondepnce
betwoen worid slze ang rmago size, Observe thgt the world |s measured
in physical units of [ength |ike meters or feet whlis computer Images
come In integral sizes |lke {024 by 1824 or 430 rows DY 512 columns,
thus the conversion scaiss myst be In terms of jogical Image units
cer physlocaj worid units, In an actua| tslevision camera a minute
image (say Smm by 12mm) Ils formed an a vidizon tube and that image
has a Particular number of rows ard columns, It |s the |[lttle Imags
on the vidlicon that we pretend to made! by the six parameterst

LDX, LDY, LDZ Logicel ~aster =lze,
PDX, PDY, FOCAL Phusicel raster size,

Wheeo the numboe named FOCAL, is the focal plans distance whlch !n
this model (with digiant oblJacts) can safely do equsted wizh the jens
fosal length and can be given In mi|limaters {cOnventiona! lens run
12,5mm to 7smm for 3" TV). The integer LDZ Is an artifact so that
the unlits oceme out correctiy in the 3 dimension, Thus ¢thke scalts
factors are dsfined,

SCALEX ¢« =FOCAL®LDX/PDX}
SCALEY « FOCALSLOY/PDT}
SCALEZ « FICALeLDZ}

Thies simple camera mods| 8 U30d ¢t compute vertex lma?a
coCrdingtes, A more wiaboraie physical cameprg medel| can Se found In
Sobel (reference 91,

PSS U S gy
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I. Cv Introduction to Body, Face, Edge, Vertex (BFEV) Mode|ing,

This introdyction ¢to BFEV modeling wlil be Informal and
specific to the winged edge mode| presented in part-11 of thls paper,
Many of ¢he basic numerfoal rejations which make BFEV modais
important are stated in ALGOL notatien without proof,

The Vertex,

A vertex s an Instance of a point !rn a Eugildean thpee
space, The important thing about a veertex is i¢s world jocus (with

component names XWC,YWC,ZWC standing for worlide=coordinates), vertex
loci! aps tha basic geometric data from which length, &rea, volume,
face Vvectors and image positions cen be computed, Aiso a vertex may
exist simyltansous|y in one or more image sSpaces, AN |[mage space
(with oomponent names XPP,YPP,ZPP standing for perspectivesprojscted)
s always threes dimgnsional and Is determined with respect to a gliven
camera ocentered coordinate system (with component names XCC,YCC,2CC
standing for camera~-coordinates), The third image component, 2ZPP,
Is taken Inversely nproportional to the distange of the vertex feom
the camera Image opjane, 2CC., Using the camera of the previous
ssction, The <transformation of a vertex world {ocius to & camera
centéred |ocus iss

X ¢ XWC = CX}
Y « YWC = CYs
2 « ZWC - C23

XCC & IN#X ¢ JYsY ¢ lZ2aZ;
YCC & JXaX + JY&Y « JZai)
2CC « KX#X + KYaY + KZeaZ}

The first three assignment statements are the transiation to
the camera frame’'s orlgin, the second three assignments are the
rotation to the camera frame’s orientation, Next the perspective
projection transformation Is computedy

XPP + SCALEX#XCC/ZCC)
YPF « SCALEYeYCC/2CCy
ZPP « SCALEZ /72CCy

Tha XPP and YPP assignments ar¢ derived by means of simij|ar
triangles, as Is belng done by ¢the man In figure 1,55 the Zop
essidnment Is for preserving the depth information and the
colinsarity of the worid in the psrspective proJected Image space, As
Glven, the PP frame is right handed and verticos In front of ¢the
camera’s image olane will have negative 2pp; Zpp valueg near =FOCAL
ape Close to the camera and values approaching Zero are far away,

A final matter wlith respect to vertices |s thelr vajsnce. The
Valence of g vartex Is the numper Of edges thgt meet gt the veptex, A
vertex valence of three, for example, Indicates a trlhedral corner,
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I, Cs Introduction to BFEV Mode|ling, (continuad),
The tdde,

For a start, the structure of an edge need be thought of as
Iittle more than twg vertices; the topological subtliety of edges wii|
be explained later, However, two vertices do define tha Imnortant
georetric ecge data calied the 20 line coefficients, Named 4AA, BB,
CCs these coefflcients are computed from the perspective locus of the
edge’s endpolnts as fol|lows?

AA « YL =~ Y23
BB « X2 = X1
CC « X1aY2 « X2#Y3;

These coefflcients appear In the 2D equation of the |ine that
contairs the edge:
0 = AA»X + BBeY + CC3

wher the edge coefficients are normalized:

L « SQRT(AA+2+BB+*2);
AA & AA/L:
B8 « BB/LS
CC « CC/L3

the line equation gives the distance, of a point X,Y from the lines
0 « AAsYX + 3BeY + CC;

The distance is actyally A8S(Q), since @ is negative on ons gide s ide
¢cf the |ine; alsg if one were standing on the plane at point Xi,Y1
facing x2,Y2 the 4 positive half-plane would be on your left and the
0 revative half nlane woula be on Your right.

An Importamnt operation on two edges S to dutect whether Or
rot they intersect: this canh be declded by checking first whether the
endpoints of one egdge are in the opposite half planes of the other
edge, ard second whether the aendpolints of th, jatter edge are In the
opnosite half planes of the first. Whan bo conditions obtain, then
the intersection poijnt can be found:

T « (AleB2 = A2#B1);
X « (BleC2 - B2#C1)/7;
Y » (A24C1 = A12C2)/T;

An actual! compare for Intersection should initially check for the
igentity case, and for edgss with a vertex in common,
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I, Cv Introduction to BFEV Mede]ing, (continued),

The Face,

A face Is a finjte reglon of opilane enclosed by s%raloht
|ines, A safe formal face structure could be bullt by defining a
triangle as three nonecolinear vertices and then Insicting that all
faces be ¢trlangle interlors, Unhappily, BFEV faces are usually
represented as a |lst of vertices and edges (or by something nearly
squivalent) for the sake of saving aemory space, Such *|ist’ fages
are not monolithic bput tend %o suffer special cases and pathologles
sych asi

Colncident or crossing edges,
Holes and Disjointness,
Concavity (& Convexity),
Noneconianarity,

0 Like edges, fuces have character|stic coefficients, Face coefficlents
: satisfy the equation of a plane [n which the face |s embadded:

AAsX + BBsY + CCeZ2 = KK,

The eguation could pe divided by KK, but that !s uadesirable because
the AA, BB, CC are more useful as a unit normail vector, In which case

U KK Is the distance of the origin from the plane, Given the locli of
thre® non-colinear vertices, the coefficients of a plane can be
corputed by Kramer’s rulc as follows?

KK ¢ Xqe(220Y3=Y2#Z3)
+ Yia(X2nZ23=Z24X3)

& + 21e(Y26X3=X2#Y3)}
AA o (Z18(Y2-Y3) + 220(Y3eyl) ¢ Z3a(Y1eY2));
BB e (X18(Z22-23) + X2#(23=21) + XIe(Z1-22));
cc o (X10(Y3=Y2) + X20(YL{~Y3) + X3e(Y2=Y1))}
¢ and normalized:
» ABC « SQRT(AA®2 + BB*2 + CC*2)}
AA « AA/ABC:
| BB « BB/ABC;
CC « CC/ABC;
i KK « KK/ABC;

) 1f the glven vertices Vi, V2, V3 had be#n taken golng counTOr
clockwlise about the face as viewed from the exterior of ¢the solid,

ther. the following relations obtaing

AAnX + BBeY + CC#Z € KK Imp|ies X,Y,E above the plane,
AAeX + BBaY + CC#2 = KK Imp|les X,Y,Z in the plane,

AAey + BBay + CCe#2 > KK imp|les XsYs2 below the plans,

Face coefficiants prove usofu! In both world and image coord|nates.

| f
p
. . . - - a betanetnittnde b e - i
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1. Cv Irtrodyction to BFEV Modeling, (contlinued),
POLYHEDRA, BODIES and OBJECTS,

In elementary geometry, a polyhedron Is said to be a solid
forred (or bounded) by plane faces; the word "“poliyhedron" [iterally
reaning "manye-faced", Topoiogically, simpie polyhedra satisfy
fyler’s F-E+V=2 equation; where F, E and V are the number of faces,
ed9esS and vertices cf the polyhedron respectively, This equation was
knewn to Descartes in 1643, but the first proof wasn’t glven until
1752, when Euler oproved the relatlon by considering the Ggraph
corresponding to the edges of poiyhedra, A simple polyhedron is one
noreomorphic to a sphere. The rligorcus deveiopment of volume measure,
and in turn ‘solid’ polyhedra, is not simple; thus it has been easler
to take the “*opojoglcal notlon F=E+y=2 as the more orimitive
definition of a coiyhedron on which to base a data structure and to
orccesd towards the appearance of ‘solidness’ which s a more
corplicatea noiion,

] Counter to the usual usuage, | defino the word "body" to mean
an entity more spegific than a polyhedron; the idea being that a
polynecron Is reoresented by the whole structure of bodles, faces,
edges and vertices, Bocdies may have location, orfientation and volume

) tn space, Bodies may be conected to faces, edges and vertlces, which

- may or may not form a complete polvhedron, %t is typical! to have

only one body to a polyhedron whaen repressnting a rigid obJject like a

sleg9e hammer and several bodies to a polyhedron when representing a

fiexible obJect |ike a man, Furthermore, the body concept !s used to

haraole the notion of parts and abstract regional obJegcts such as a

carking lot, For exampcle, the Stanford Al Parking Lot s

recréseénted by a body that has three parts: the Neur, Mid and Far

Lots. The Near Lot then has aisies and lanes and lamp Islands; a lamp

island has a curh and two lamps; a lamp has a base, stem and tep,

This parts structure is carried In body nodes, Finally, the word

"object” will be used to refer to physical objects such as a

redwoo0=%trae, building, or roadway,

Preceding Page blank
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Figyre 1,6
FACE PERIMETER = a face is surrounded by edges and vertices,
VERTEX
[
/7 \
/ \
/ \
/ \
EDGE \ EDGE
/ \
/ FACE \
/ \
/ \
/ \
VERTEX .---------..-----o--cn-. VERTEX
EDGE
Figure 1.7 .
VERTEX PERIMETER « a vertex is surrounded by ed3es and faces,
ED?E
|
FACE | FACE
|
® VERTEX
/7 \
/ \
/ \
/ \
/ FACE \
EDGE EDGE
FigU?O 1.8
EpGe PERIMETER = an sdge Is surrounded by 2 faces 2 2 vertlces,
VERTEX
[ ]
I
|
FACE £ FACE
|
l
[ ]
VERTEX
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1, Co lrtroductlion to BFEV Modelina, {(continued),
FOUR KINDS OF BFEYV ACCESSING,

Accessing by namé@ and serial numher.
Parts-Tree Accessing,

FEV Sequential Accessing,

FEV Perlimeter Accessing,

SN/ o
e o o o

A BFEV mgcel has four kinds of accessing, The most
conventional BFEV access is retrleval oy symboli¢ name whigh reguires
a symbpl tabie, Next, botween hodlec there |s Parts~Tree accessing,
At the top of the Parts-Tree is a spsclal body named the worlid to
which all the other Dodies are attached; thus the worlc¢ body serves
as an UBLIST node, Given a particular body, a ilst of its sub-parts
can b©ve retrieved as well as its supra=-part or "supart", 4 supart is
the whole entity to which a part belongs, the Worid being its own
surarts

within each booy thepe ls face, sdge and vertex gsoguentlial

accessing, Given a ocody, all its faces, or edges, or vertlces need to
be readily availad'e since nerspective projection loops thru all the
vertices, and the process of display clipping 1loops ¢thru all the

e4%es, and the act of checking for body Intersection loons thru all
the taces. In L]Sc, cne might provide FEV sequential accessing by
piacing a list of faces, a list of edges and a |ist of vertices on
the property list of eacn bhody, so that a cube might be repréesented
ag:

(LEFPROP CUSE (F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6) FACES)
(DEFPRUP cUBE (g1 F2 E3 E4 E5 E6 E7 E8 E9 E10 E11 :12)£006ES)
(DEFpRoP SUSE (y1 V2 V3 V4 V5 V¥6 V7 V8) VERTTICES)

Finally, among the faces, edges and vertices of a pbody there
is cerireter accessing, Faces have a perimeter of edges and vertices
(figure 1,61 less commonly used, vertices have a perimetar of edges
anc taces [(figure 1,73); ana of onarticular note, edges hrave a
perimeter always formed by two faces and two vertices, [flgure 1,83,
Perimeter accessing requires that alven a face, edge or vertex, that
the periretar of that entity be readlly accessible, Since the surface
of a polyhedron is orientable, that Is has a well defined Inside and
outsige, (xlein bottles With their crosscaps will not ba modeled),
suchk perlmeter |lists can be ordered (say clockwise) with respect to
the exterior of the polyhedron, Perimeter agccessing is mentioned in
GuzZran [refepence 61 and Falk [refeprence 4) and is the underlylna
basis of oart=]] of this paper which presents a pnolyheadrcn model|
bulit for accessing and alsering face, edge and vertex perimeters,
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Figuyre 2,1 = BASIC NODE STRUCTURE,

BoOY~-BLOCK FACE=BLOCK EDGE=-BLOCK VERTEX=BLOCK
=3, part.copprt|=3, -3, 3, XW
-2, =2 '2. w2, YWC
=1 =1, “3, =1, ZWC
2. type 2. type B, type 2. type
+1, nface,pface |+1, nface,pface |+1, nface,pfage |[+1,
42, ned,ped +2, ped +2, ned,ped +2, ped
+3, nvt,pvt +3, +3, nvt,pvt +3, nvt,pve
+4, 4, +4, NnCW,pOW 4,
+5, +5, +5, ncew.pocw +5,
[*6s od- 1 6, 6,
5 wopds 2 words 6 words 5 wWords

Figyre 2,2 = THE WINGED EDGE,
(As viewed from the exterior of a solid),

\ /
NCCW(E) \ / PCH(E)
\ /

N/

N/

e PVT(E)

|

|
NFACE(E) 13 PFACE(E)

!

|

°

NVT(E)

Flogure 2,3 = AN

/7 \
/ N\

/ \

NCW(E) /
/

\ PCCHW(E)

\

ACTUAL NODE STRUCTURE =~ SEPTEMEER 1972,

|BOOY=-BLOCK FASE:BLQQ&_____JEgEEigLQEK V§BI§!E§LQ£5___
“3, part,copart j~3. AA *d, =J. XW
«2, locor -2, BB -2, BB ~2, YWC
~1, pnare, -1, CC -1, CC =1, ZWC
9, type,serlal]| 2. type,serial | 8, type,serial}l &, type,serial
+1, nface,pface |+1, nface,pface {+1, nface,pface j¢+1, XDC,TJoint
+2, ned,ned +2, ped +2, ned,ped +2, Y0C,ped
+3, nvt,pvt +3, QQ +3, nvt,pvt +3, nvt,pvt
+4, Feng,vVent +4, KK +4, NCW,pCwW «4, XPP
+5, Ecnt,Pent [+5, +5, ncow,pcecw [+5, YPP
+6, nbody,pbody 1+6, alt, +6, alt,pbody _I+6, Zpp

—— A .
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PahT=1l, THE WINGEL E£30F 2aTa STRUCTJRE,
o

IT. A, Winged Edge 2aga Structure.

Boales, Faces, Edges and Vertices ar® representee opy GlocKs
of contiguously aadressed words, A single block size ¢f “an ~crds is
adegquate, A single word, like a LISP node, can hold two addresses or
a floating polnt nymber, The BFEY blocks are pointec zt Ly tne
address of their woed numbered zero which contains c¢oatroi Di%s
Incicating whether the block Is a body, face, @8dgs or vertex, Figura
2,1 illustrates the block format tnat is being presented as an
exaroie of a winged edge data structure; a minima| numper of words
for ea2ch block Is indicated.

The basic geometric datum 1Is the vertex locus, w“ich |s
stored in three words of each vertex block at positions =3, =2, -1;
these positions are named XWC» YAC» ZWC respectively: the letters
"wC" stanging for "world coordinates",

The baslic tonological data are the three rinas of the body:
(a ring of faces, a ring of adges, and a ring of vertices) and the
wingeg edge pointers (eight such pointers In each edoe block,anrd one
sucr pointer In each face and vertex olock), The face, edge and
vertex pring polnters are stored at positions +1, +2, +3; eacnh
position has twg nanmes: NFACE, ED, NVT for the |eft pointers
respéctively; and PFACE, PEC, FyT for the right, A face, edge or
vertex can only belong to one body and so there is only 2ne body node
in a Glven face, edge or vertex ring: and that body node serves as
the head of the ring, The reason for double pointer rings |s for the
sake of rapld celetion: other minor advantages would not Justify the
use of gouble rings,

The eight WINGED opointers of an odge block Ingjude: two
pointers to the faces of that 2dge, two pointers to the vertices of
that egde, and four pointers to the next adges ciockwise and counter
clockaige in each of that eduye’s two faces; these last four ocinters
are called the wings of that edge, As flgure 2.2 sug9gests, four of
these ejght polnters are stored In the same positions and referred te
by the sane nameg as the face and vertex rin3 pointers: namely ¢the
NFACE, PFACE, NVT and PVT pointers, There are four ways i{n which a
pair Of faces an? a zair of vertices cam be placed Into tme t<o face
Positions and tWwo vertex positions of an edge; by constralining <these
choices two blts are imollcitly encoded, orna bit is calleg the edge
parity, and the other is called the surface rarity; these 3sits are
explained |ater, Ffinally, the single winged edge pointsr found in
faces and vertices s kept in the position named PED and it points to
one of the edges telongin3d tc that face or vertex,

Althouah the vertices in figure 2,2 are shown wit™ three
eddes, vertices may have any number of edges; those other o2ctential
edges Would not ne wirectly connected to £ and so were not shown,
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A SUMMARY OF WINGED EDGE OPERATIONS,

DYNAMIC STORAGE ALLOCATION,
1, 3 « GETBLK(SIZE)S
2 RELBLK(Q,S1Z2E)s
BFEV MAKE & KILL OPERATIONS,
1, BNEW « MKB(B)} KLB(BNEW);
2, FNEW = MKF(R)} KLF(B,FNEW)}
3, ENEW & MKE(B); KLE(B,ENEW)
4, VNEW « MKV(B); KLV(B,VNEW)}
FETCH LINK AND STORE LINK OPERAT]ONS,
1, F « NFACE(Q); F « PFACE(Q)S NFACE,(F,Q)3 PFACE,(F,0);
2, E « NED(O)Y} € « NED{Q); NED,.(E,Q); PED.(E,Q);
3, V « NVT(Q): V e NVT(Q)} NVT . (V,0)3 PVT.(V,Q)s
4, A + NCW(E)} A « PCW(E)} NCW.(A,E)3  PCW.(A,E)
5, A = NCCW(E); A « PCCHW(E); NCCW,(A,E)3 PCCW,(A,E)s
WING LINK OPERATIONS,
1. WING(EL,E2);
2, INVERT(E);
PERIMETZR FETCH OPERATIONS.
1, £ « ECW(E,Q)s
2. E « ECCH(E,Q);
3. F &« FCW(E, V)
4, F o+ FCCH(EIV)}
5. V ¢« VCW(E,F);
6, V & VCCW(EsF)}
7. Q « OTHER(E,Q);
PARTS TREE OPERATIONS,
1, B +« PART(S); B + COPART(B)
2. B « BODY(Q); B « 88PART§S>§
3, ATT(B1,82y; ATTACH(BL,B2):
4, DET(B)} DETACH(B);

w
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[I. B, The Winged ta3ge QJperations.
Dyraric Storage Allgcation,

At the Very bo+ttonm, of what is becoming a rather deez rest of
priritives withia primitives, are the two d¥namic storage aliccation
furctions GETBLK and RELBLK. GETBLK allocates from 2 to 4K words of
merory space in a contiguous block and returns the machine adaress cof
the tirst word of tnat block, RELBLK releases the indicates block to
the availaole free memory Space, (It is sad that the machines of our
day 00 rot come witn dynanic free storage), A good reference for
implemeprting sucn dynamie storage, mentioned earliep, Is Knyth
[referense 7)., Altnough a fixed block size of ten or fewer words canr
be made to hangle the 3FSv entities, grandiose and fickle research
applications (as «~2il as memory use optimization) geman” the
flexibllity of a variable block size,

BFty Make & Kili{ Cperations.

Just above the free storage routires are the four pairs of
rake ang kill operations, The MKB operation Creates & body bHlock and
attacheés it as a sub-part of the given body, The world bedy always
exigts so that MKB(WORLD) will make a body attached to the world, In
this obpaper, the +terms ‘attach’ and ‘detach’ refer to operations on
tha tarts-tree |inkages. The FEV make operations: MKF, »Kz, wmKy
create the corresponding FEV entities and place tne~ ir their
resrective FEV rings of tha given pody. In the current
Implegmentation, thg FEV makgrs Set thng t¥Pe pits of the gntityY: ang
‘nCreﬂent the prop€r total FEv Countero &S W8|| as the praopér body
FEV counter In the given vpody’s node, (the Fent, Ecnt, Vcrt node
positions are shown in figure 2,3), The kill operations: KLS5, KLF,
KLE, arg KLV; celete the entity from its ring (or remove !t from the
parts-tree), release its space by ca!ling RELBLK, anu then decrement
the appropriate counters, The body of the entity is meeded oy the
kill primitives and can be provide directly as an argument or if
rissing, wiil oe found in the data by the primitive itself,

Fetch Link and Store Link Jperations,

Each of the fetzch link and store 1Ink oparations namad in the
surraryY is a singzle machine Instruction that ancesses the
corresponding |ink position in A node, Once BFEV nodes exist, wlth
their rings and parts-tree already in place; the fetch a~d stcre !ink
operations are used to construct or modify a polyhearon’: :.-fage, At
this lowest level, constructing a poiyhedron requires <nrge Steps:
first the two vertex andg two face pointers are placed ints each edge
In counter clockwise order as they appear when that 8dge s Vieweg
fror the wexterior of the solld; second an =2dge pointer is vizced in
each face and vertex, sc that one can later get from a given face or
vertex to one of its edges; and third the edde wings are }inkea so
thay al] tnhe orderes perimeter accessing operations describeo below
wil] wopk, Wing linking is facilitated by the JING operaticn.
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new / \ pccw

/7 nvt \

FIGURE 2,4 = MIDPOINT EXAMPLE (se» text on page 22).

INTEGER PROCEDURE MIDPOINT (INTEGER E);
BEGIN “"MIDPOINT®
INTEGER B,ENEW,VNEW,V1,V2;

CREATE A NEW EDGE AND VERTEX)
B « BODY(E);
VNEW & MKV(B);
ENEW « MKE(B);

GET VERTICES AND FACES CONNECTED 7O EODGES;
PVT(PVT(E) ,ENEW)}
PVT"VNEHOE)’
NVT, CUNEW,ENEW? S
PFACE, (PFACE(E) ,ENEW);
NFACE . (NFACE(E),ENEW):

GET EDGES CONNcCTED TO VERTICES:
IF PED(V)SE THEN PED,(ENEW,V);
PED, (ENEW, VNEW)}

LINK THE WINGS TOGETHER}
WING(NCCW(E),ENEH) JNING(PCHW(E) ,ENEW)
NCW, {E,ENEW); PCCH, (E,ENEW)}
PCW,(ENEW,E)INCCW, (ENEW,E)

PLACE VNEW AT MIDPCINT POSITION;
Vi « PVT(ENEW)} V2 » NVT(E);

XHC(VNEW) « (XWC(VL)I+XWC(V2)) # G.5;
YWC(VYNEW) « (YAC(VL)+YWC(V2)) » 0.5}
ZHNC(VNEW) « (ZWC(VL)+EZWC(V2)) » 0.5

RETURN(VNEW)
END "MIDPOINT";
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The wing Link Operaticn,

The WING operation stores edge pointers into edges so that
the face perimeters end vertex nperimeters are made; an¢ so0 that
surfac@ parity is preserved, Given two edges which have a vertex and
a face in common, the WING operation places the first edse in the
proger relationshlp (PCW, NCCW, NCW, or PCCW) with respect to the
second, and the second In the proper relatlonship with respect to the
first, The INVERT operation swaps the vertex, face, clockwise wing,
and counter clockwise wing pointers of an edge, INVERT creserves
surface parlty, but fl!ips edge parlty.

The Midpoint Example,

In figure 2,4 an example of how the operatlions gfven so far
coula be used to code a midpoint primitive s shown, The example
miapoint oprimitive takes an edge argument and splits it in two by
making a new edge and a new vertex and by placing them into the
polyhedron with thg topology shown In the diagran, Then the midooint
locus |s computed and the new vertex is return, The ALGOL notation
usta s SAIL, which allows defining the character "o" as a COMMENT
delimiter and allows gefining XWC as a real numdber from the speclal
arra¥y named MEMORY, The MEMORY array In SAIL Is the job’s actual
machin® memory space and 9lves the user the freedom of accessing any
¥orc in his core image,

Tha Part¢s-Tree QOperations.

As shown in ¢figure 2,1, each body node has two paris=tree
| inks namad PART ancd COPART, The PART link is the head of a |ist of
subeparts of the body, When a body has no sub-parts the PART link is
the nefative of tha: body‘'s polnter; that |Is ths body points at
ftse . f, When a body has parts, the flrst part Is pointed at by PART
and the second !s pointed at by the COPART |ink of the first and s»o
on unt!! a negativa mointer ls retrieved which inaicates the end of
the parts |lst, The nggative polnter at the end of a osarts [ist
points back to the orginal tody, which is the supra-part or "supart"
of all those bodias in that list,

b The papts may be accessed by its |lnk namds PART ang COPART,
Ajsc the SUPART of a hody creturns the (positive) pointer to the
[ supart of a body, The BgDY operation raturns the pbody to which a face

edde Op vertex belongst this might be found by CGR’ing a FEV ring J
! until a bocy node ig reached, but for the sake of spesed each edge (as
shown {n fligure 2,3) has a PBOCY |Ink which points back to the body ;
te which the edge belongs, and since each face and vertex points at !
- an edGe; the body of an FEV entity can be retrieved by fatcking only .
one Oor two | inks,
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Part Tree Jperatigns (continued),

The parts~trece {s aitered by the DET(B) oparaticn wWhich
removes a body 8 from Its supart and leaves [t hanging free; and the
ATT\81:82) operaticn which pifaces a free body Rl Irto the sarts Ilst
of a body B2, Since bodies are nade attached to the world ocdy and
gereral!y kept attached to something, two further parts=tree
operations are gprovided, compounding the fipst two in thz recessary
rarner, The DETACH{RQ) operation DET’s B from its current owner and
ATT’s it to the world; and the ATTACH(B1,B2) opsration «ill CET 31
from its supart and attach it to a new supart, In ncrmat {(pne worlid)
circumstances one only ne2ds to use ATTACH teo tuild thinss,

Perimreter Fetch and Store Operations,

There are Seven perimetar fetch prinitives, whigct awnen ¢iven
an €dde and oOne of it3 links will fetch another link ir & cerzain
fashion, Using the wingeg edde data structure these priritivas are
sgsily inplemented in a few machine instructions which tes+ the type
bits ano typically do one or two compares, Clockwise and counter
clockwise are always determined from the outside of & psiyhedron
looking down on a particular face, ecdge or vertex, | arc!o3i22 for
the nlich redundancy on the next page, tui felt that it «as necessary
to make the explanasigns independent for reference,

FIGL®E Z,* - Face Pgrimetsr Accessing witn respect tc eace E.
VCFH(Q'F) Yomocnevcelccenceand VCh(t,F)
\ /

\ F /
ECCH(E,F) ECL(E,®)

FlGLnEk 2,6 = Ver+tex Ferimeter Accessinig with presofct to 203e

t
i
!
FCCWlT, V) ! FCA(E, V)
s v
/N
/ \
/ \
/ \
ESCWlE, V) ECA(E, V)
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The Pgrimgter Fetch Operations.,

E « LCW(E,F)} Get Egge Clockwise from & about F’s perimater,
E « ECUW(E,F); Get Edge Counter Clockwise from E about F’s perimeter,

.6iven an edge and a face belonging to that edge, the ECW
feteh primitive returns the next edue clockwisa belenging to the
given face’s perimeter and the ECCW fetch primitive returns the next
ed%e counter clockwWwise belonging to the given face’s perimster,

E « LCW(E,V); Get Edga Clockwise from E about V’s perimater, ,
E +» ECCL(E,v); Gat Edga Counter Clockwise from € about v’s perimater.

Given an edge and a vertex belonaing to that edge, tha ECH
fetch primitive returns the next edge clockwise belonjing to the
given Vegrtex’s perimeter and the ECCW fetch primitive returns the
nexy edge counter clockwise belonging ¢to the given vertex'’s
perimeter,

F t the face ciockwise from £ about V.
F et the face counter clockwise from E about V.

Given an egge and a vertex belonging to that edge, the FCW
fotch primitiva returns the face clockwise from the given edae about
the glven vertex and the FCCW fetch primitive returns the face
counter clockwise from the given edge about the gliven vertex.

V ¢« VCW(E,F); Get the vertex clockwise from E about F.
V « VCCW(E,F); Gat the vertex counter clockwise from £ about F,

Given an edge and a face belonging to that cdge, the VCHW
feteh primitive returns the vertex clockwise from the qiven edge
about ¢the gliven face and the VCCW fetch primitive returns the vertex
counter clockwise from the gliven edge about the given face,

F « UTHER(E,F); Get the othepr face of an edge,
V « GTRER(E,V)} Get the other vertex of an edge,

Givepn an gdge and one face of that edge the CTHER fetch
opriritive returns the other face befonging to that edge, Given an
edde and one vertex of that edge the OTHER fetch primitive retuens
the other vertex jelonging to that edge,
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