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GLOCK 21 .45 Auto Versus Military Law Enforcement Criteria 

 

Figure 9 GLOCK 21 .45 ACP 

Slightly longer and significantly heavier, the GLOCK 21 .45 ACP (Figure 9) has a barrel 

length of 4.6 inches and an overall height of 5.2 inches.127  Additionally, it has a trigger pull of 

approximately 5.3 lbs.128  The GLOCK 17 utilizes the safe action technology, which includes a 

trigger safety mechanism, but no external safety.129  The GLOCK 21 .45 ACP has an 

approximate cost of $668.130  These statistics align favorably with the established military law 

enforcement criteria.  While still a viable option for the military law enforcement community, the 

GLOCK 21 is approximately 4 ounces heavier than the GLOCK 17 and has an increased width 

of approximately one tenth of an inch.131 

  



28 
 

GLOCK 22 40 Caliber Versus Military Law Enforcement Criteria 

 

Figure 10 GLOCK 22 40 caliber 

Situated between the size of the GLOCK 17 and a GLOCK 21, the GLOCK 22 40 caliber 

(Figure 10) has a barrel length of 4.5 inches and an overall height of 5.2 inches.132  Additionally, 

it has a trigger pull of approximately 6 lbs.  The GLOCK 22 also utilizes the safe action 

technology, that includes a trigger safety mechanism, but no external safety.133  The GLOCK 22 

40 caliber has an approximate cost of $648.  These statistics align favorably with the military law 

enforcement criteria.  The GLOCK 22 is the primary issued, full-sized handgun for Special 

Agents of the FBI, the U.S. Marshal Service, Drug Enforcement Agency, and the BATFE. 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

In review, this research brings to light many important factors that should effect the 

selection of the military’s next generation handgun.  Based on the age, reliability, and poor 

satisfaction level of the M9, it is clearly time for the military to upgrade to a newer technology 

handgun.  However, the handgun acquisition strategy of RFP W15QKN-15-R-0002 fails to 

deliver a handgun that meets the unique needs of the military law enforcement community.   
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As has been established, this one size fits all handgun procurement strategy does not 

work across the many job functions of the military.  This is especially true when comparing two 

primary handgun uses, military law enforcement and military members of other job categories 

when deployed in combat.  While each has substantial need for an effective handgun, their 

training and job functions are markedly different.   

Specifically, when examining the handgun training and qualification requirements of 

military law enforcement officers, the similarities between their needs and those of their civilian 

counterparts become evident.  These similarities indicate a need for a handgun which can be 

easily drawn from a holster, ready to fire, and discharge ammunition with the capability to 

eliminate a threat.  Since most of the recent shootings at military bases have occurred both 

domestically and due to active shooter incidents, the handgun must be lightweight, compact, and 

have a consistent trigger pull, allowing law enforcement officer to accurately engage a target at 

close range. 

Due to the described characteristics of expanding ammunition and its ability to eliminate 

a target instead of simply wounding it, military law enforcement members should be issued 

expanding ammunition.  While expanding ammunition may violate the essence of both the 

Hague Convention and NATO Standards, these violations, while debatable even in combat, do 

not come into effect during traditional law enforcement activities and should not affect the 

military’s purchasing decision. 

Therefore, the military should utilize previously accomplished testing by reputable state, 

local, and federal law enforcement agencies, particularly the Federal Bureau of Investigation, to 

determine the standards for which a military law enforcement handgun should be qualified.  
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